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Presiding Bishop to speak at National Episcopal Preaching Conference 
April 19-22 event co-sponsored by Kanuga and The Episcopal Preaching Foundation 

HENDERSONVILLE, N.C. — Kanuga Conferences and The Episcopal Preaching Foundation are proud to announce 
that the Most Rev. Katharine Jefferts Schori, presiding bishop of the Episcopal Church, is coming to Western North Carolina 
this April as part of the National Episcopal Preaching Conference. 

 
Jefferts Schori joins an impressive group of speakers aiming to inspire, inform and empower 
clergy and seminarians during this inaugural event. 
  
“For me, the most important aspect of the presiding bishop’s participation is her interest and 
commitment to excellence in preaching,” said the Rev. Dr. William Brosend, coordinator of the event co-sponsored 
by Kanuga and The Episcopal Preaching Foundation. “There are almost limitless opportunities to listen to fine preachers and 
teachers of preaching, but opportunities to actually work on one’s preaching are rare. This conference allows participants to 
grow by hearing and doing.” 
 
Other conference speakers during the April 19-22 conference include: 
  

• The Rev. Dr. William Willimon - bishop of North Alabama for the United Methodist 
Church, former dean of the Chapel and professor of Christian ministry at Duke 
University in Durham, N.C., and author of Worship as Pastoral Care  

• The Rev. Dr. Thomas Long - Bandy Professor of Preaching at Emory University’s 
Candler School of Theology in Atlanta, author of Preaching and the Literary Forms of the 
Bible, Beyond the Worship Wars: Building Vital and Faithful Worship and The Witness of 
Preaching  

• The Rev. Martin Smith - senior associate rector at St. Columba’s Episcopal Church in 
Washington, D.C., and the author of A Season for the Spirit, The Word is Very Near You, 
Reconciliation and Compass and Stars  

• Dr. Lauren Winner - author of Girl Meets God and Mudhouse Sabbath, assistant professor 
of Christian spirituality at Duke Divinity School in Durham, N.C.  

• The Rev. Dr. William Brosend, associate professor of Homiletics at The 
University of the South in Sewanee, Tenn., and author of The Preaching of Jesus and 
Conversations with Scripture: The Parables  

The Rt. Rev. Frank Griswold, the 25th presiding bishop of the Episcopal Church serving from 
1998-2006, will serve as conference chaplain. Christine Brosend, an adjunct professor of voice 



and church music at Martin Methodist College in Pulaski, Tenn., will provide music. 
 
“Our speakers are all passionately committed to the proclamation of the gospel and known for 
their gifts and ability to inspire,” Brosend said. “Each one will have his or her own take on the 
theme ‘Preaching Jesus’ and explore different dimensions of the preaching tasks in the 21st 
century.” 
 
A key part of this event involves each participant sharing one of their favorite sermons for 
feedback and critique by a small preaching group led by faculty of the Foundation’s annual 
Preaching Excellence Program.  
“Everyone will bring a sermon to preach in their small group of 10 or so preachers,” Brosend 
said. “The conference theme, ‘Preaching Jesus,’ is intended to be more than a catchy phrase. It is 
what we are called to do and what will focus the presentations and sermons offered in the 
preaching groups.” 
 
The Rev. Dr. Michael Morgan, executive director of The Episcopal Preaching Foundation, 
added that Kanuga is a perfect location for this type of training to take place. 
 
“This conference will blend worship, lecture, discussion and fellowship with free time in 
the peaceful setting of the Blue Ridge Mountains,” Morgan said. “We are thrilled to have 
such a distinguished group of homiletics experts who will interact with participants. It promises 
to be a challenging and worthwhile enterprise.” 
 
The Episcopal Preaching Foundation has a clear mission “to support and improve the quality of 
preaching in the Episcopal Church." Since it began in 1981, the Foundation has sponsored the 
acclaimed Preaching Excellence Program each year for seminarians and provided resources and 
encouragement to preachers at all levels throughout the church. For more information, visit 
www.tepf.net. 
  
Affiliated with the Episcopal Church since 1928, Kanuga is a 1,400-acre camp and conference 
center in the Blue Ridge Mountains near Hendersonville, N.C. For more information, visit 
www.kanuga.org <http://www.kanuga.org/> or call 828-692-9136.  
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