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Seventh Grader Seeks ‘Nebraska Youth for Locomotion’

An Open 
Letter to 
the Youth of 
the Diocese 
of Nebraska

	 My name is Joe Prickett, and I am 
an incoming 7th grader and attendee of Saint 
Mark’s Episcopal Pro-Cathedral in Hastings. 
This summer, God has given me the blessing 
to be able to signiýcantly change peopleôs lives 
from thousands of miles away.
            John 5:3 says “Here a great number of 
disabled people used to lie– the blind, the lame, 
the paralyzed.” The key words in this verse are 

Free Wheelchair Mission truck and wheelchairs help kickoff project July 6 in Hastings.
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Acolyte Father 
at St. Mark’s 
P r o - C a t h e d r a l 
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“used to,” so no more do the lame and paralyzed 
lie in this place. However, 100,000,000 people in 
third world countries do remain on the ground.
            This is what Free Wheelchair Mission is try-
ing to relieve.  Free Wheelchair Mission is a non-
proýt organization that manufactures and ships 
wheelchairs to people in third world countries and 
developing nations.  These specially-made chairs 
are similar to a lawn chair you would ýnd on some-
one’s deck.   All of the components needed for a 
durable, comfortable wheelchair are included.
            Free Wheelchair Mission was founded 
by Donald Schoendorfer about ýve years ago, and 
more than 340,000 chairs have been distributed 
so far.  Learn more about the mission at the Web 

site www.freewheelchairmission.org           
	 So here I am, an ambassador for FWM. I had a kick-off event in Hastings July 6, and to 
date we’ve collected of $3,042.75.  But this is only about 1 percent of my goal. I am aiming for 
$265,920, enough for 10 containers, a total of 5,500 wheelchairs. 
	 I am not capable of reaching this goal by myself, so I plan to have a team with 20 recruited 
groups together, a team called, “Nebraska Youth for Locomotion.” 
	 This is where you come in. I need you to help me spread the word through the diocese 
and get all of our youth groups and Sunday schools involved. Together, we can reach this goal!
            There are still many people without dignity, hope, independence, and mobility waiting for 
us to serve in Christ.  Thank you for your prayers, help, and support.

 Sincerely,
 Joseph Prickett   

Cathy Weber, left, the Rev. Jami Anderson, and Lauri Lawson attended a Rural Ministries Network Grant 
Program in Las Vegas in June.  The training was for rural churches that owned no computers.  Lay persons 
and clergy were trained in ways to use technology to enhance church ministries.  At the end of the conference 
they were given a laptop computer to be shared between two churches.  Weber is from St. Paul’s, Arapahoe, 
and Lawson is from St. Elizabeth’s, Holdrege. Anderson serves both churches. (Photo Courtesy the Rev. 
Jami Anderson)
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St. Elizabeth’s
share computer
thanks to 
Rural Ministries 
Network grant

	 The work of the Episcopal Church Cen-
terôs Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations ofýce 
and parts of its ministry in congregational life 
are now operating in the Diocese of Nebraska’s 
ofýces adjacent to Trinity Cathedral in Omaha.
	 Bishop Christopher Epting, the Presid-
ing Bishop’s deputy for ecumenical and inter-
religious relations, and Tom Ferguson, associ-
ate deputy, recently spent time in the Omaha 
regional ofýce, meeting with diocesan staff, 
ecumenical partners at the headquarters of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America’s 
Nebraska Synod, and a tri-faith group of Jews, 
Christians, and Muslims.
	 Preaching at Trinity Cathedral on the 
text “whoever welcomes you welcomes me” 
from Matthew 10:40, Epting acknowledged that 
ecumenical and interfaith ministry is “all about 
hospitality” and that the Diocese of Nebraska 
is ñfulýlling that mandate to the fullestò by wel-
coming the Church Centerôs regional ofýce into 
Province VI and the Midwest.
	 ñThe amazing interfaith project your 
diocese is engaged in, seeking a common 
campus to be shared with a Jewish synagogue, 
an Episcopal Church, and an Islamic center,” 
Epting said, “is a model for the country. I hope 
to be involved in whatever way is helpful and, 
even more importantly, to share your ýne work 
with the wider church.”
	 Linda Watt, the Episcopal Church 
Centerôs chief operating ofýcer, said she has 
been ñvery impressed by the city of Omaha and 
the Diocese of Nebraska in terms of hospital-
ity, civic pride, dynamism, and opportunities for 
collaborative ministry.” 
	 She thanked Diocese of Nebraska 
Bishop Joe G. Burnett “for his gracious wel-
come to us.” She also thanked the Rev. Tim 
Anderson, diocesan canon for congregational 
development and a member of the Executive 
Council, for his “guidance and enthusiasm for 

Omaha is one of five
Church Center offices

(Continued on Page C)
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A Day in the Life:  Bishop’s Journal  June 2008
June 1-8.  Vacation.

June 9-14.  Travel to Fort Yates, 
N.D., for Province VI Commission 
on Ministry and Synod meetings.  
Left Fort Yates Saturday morning, 
June 14, and drove to Valentine.

June 15.  Visitation at St. John’s, 
Valentine, where I celebrated, 
conýrmed one, and enjoyed the 
sparkling fellowship of this small 
but vibrant congregation.  At lunch 
afterwards I enjoyed hearing about 
the latest news, and how much 
everyone appreciates their current 
interim supply priest—a certain 
bishop named James Krotz! Left 
midday after lunch heading back 
toward Omaha.  Stopped brieþy 
at St. Mary’s, Bassett, in time to 
see their lovely new stained glass 
windows, and speak to Fr. Randy 
Goeke and other members just ýn-
ishing Sunday lunch at the Bassett 
Hotel.  Arrived back at home 
Sunday evening.

June 16.  Day off.

June 17. Medical appointments 
and tests in the morning, then to 
ofýce for catch-up staff meeting 
midday into early afternoon. Mis-
cellaneous ofýce matters in the 

afternoon.  Headed to All Saints, 
Omaha, for meeting tonight of 
representatives from all the metro 
Omaha and Lincoln parishes to 
update all on the progress of the 
Tri-Faith Initiative.  Canon Tim 
Anderson, Dean Ernesto Medina, 
and Chancellor Woody Bradford 
each contributed updated reports 
and discussed options for devel-
oping future plans with a “Bishop’s 
Tri-Faith Advisory Commission.”

June 18.  Preparation for Lambeth 
in the morning.  In the afternoon, 
went to Clarkson College to record 
a video interview for their fall an-
niversary celebration.  In the late 
afternoon met Robin Heller at St. 
Augustine, Elkhorn, to record a 
video message for the upcoming 
camp sessions at Comeca, since 
I will be away at Lambeth and un-
able to attend.

June 19-20.  Catching up on cor-
respondence, etc., and reading for 
Lambeth.  Also working on sermon 
for Sunday visitation, as well as a 
homily for this Saturday’s service 
with the diocesan convention of 
the Daughters of the King.

June 21.  Drove to Grand Island to 
be at St. Stephen’s for part of the 

closing session at the annual con-
vention of the diocesan Daughters 
of the King.  Enjoyed the opportu-
nity to see many of these active 
members, and also to meet the 
current national president, Joan 
Dalrymple, who was the guest 
speaker at this year’s conven-
tion, and welcome Phyllis Easley, 
the Province VI DOK president.  
I celebrated and preached at the 
closing Eucharist in the nave.  Re-
turned to Omaha arriving Saturday 
evening.

June 22.  Drove early to St. 
David’s, Lincoln, to prepare for 
celebration and blessing and re-
dedication of their new nave ad-
dition, as well as a new planned 
columbarium.  It was a beautiful 
and festive liturgy, well attended, 
and a bountiful pot-luck lunch fol-
lowed in their spacious parish hall.  
Enjoyed visits with many parishio-
ners, as well as the rector the Rev. 
George Benson, and also had 
brief visits with seminarians Joyce 
Scheyer and Christine Plantz, both 
of whom came from Omaha where 
they are doing Clinical Pastoral 	
Education training this summer.

June 23.  Day off.

June 24-25.  Home ofýce, miscel-
laneous items, Lambeth reading.

June 26-27.  At Virginia Theologi-
cal Seminary in Alexandria for two 
days of reading and preparation.  
On Friday evening, June 27, I at-
tended the evensong and recep-
tion honoring the Rev. Eugene 
Sutton, a friend of some years, as 
he prepares to be ordained bishop 
of Maryland at the Washington 
National Cathedral tomorrow.  I 
moved to the Cathedral College 
to enjoy their library and to be on 
hand for the weekend events.

June 28. Arose early for a break-
fast meeting of some 20-plus 
bishops with Presiding Bishop 
Katharine and her Chancellor 
David Beers, in the Cathedral’s 
West Tower.  Joined many 	
bishops, including almost all of the 
church’s African-American bish-
ops, for the service of ordination 
and consecration of Gene Sutton 
at the Cathedral.  A dramatic and 
moving ceremony, in what was for 
all practical purposes a packed 
house!  Gene will be the ýrst Af-
rican-American bishop of Mary-
land—and he was elected on the 
ýrst ballot!  The service and recep-
tion went well into the afternoon, 
and it was good to reconnect with 
many 	 colleagues and have a 
chance 	to visit some about mat-
ters related to the upcoming Lam-
beth conference.

June 29.  I thoroughly enjoyed a 
morning of worship at the National 
Cathedral—a place that always 
moves me deeply—and then a 
quiet afternoon at the college be-
fore returning home tomorrow.

June 30.  Flew back to Omaha, 
arriving in the afternoon.  Early 
evening appointment with Robert 
Schlismann, former Senior War-
den of Holy Trinity, Lincoln, who is 
about to be made a postulant, and 
is planning to attend the School of 
Theology in Sewanee, Tenn., for 
a year’s study leading toward a 
Diploma in Anglican Studies.  To-
night I 	 attended an open meeting 
of the Tri-Faith Board at All Saints.  
Bishop Christopher Epting and the 
Rev. Tom Ferguson, both of whom 
work in the area of interfaith and 
ecumenical relations for the Epis-
copal Church, were present to 
share with the group what is hap-
pening in these areas around the 
country.  We were also joined by 
many of the parish representatives 
who attended the meeting two 
weeks ago.  	 Tomorrow be-
gins a “Countdown to Lambeth.”  
More in an expanded journal next 
month!  

	 The Call for Nomina-
tions for the Annual Council 
elections for the Executive 
Commission was not cor-
rect as provided for the July 
issue.  Two lay persons are 
needed to ýll positions being 
completed by David Halsted 
and Gary Gray (not David 
Hendricks).  Dr. Halsted is 
not eligible for re-election.  
Gary Gray is eligible for an 
additional three-year term.

	 At the start-up of fall program-
ing, remember that new teachers, 
nursery workers, youth leaders, 
anyone who drives children or 
youth and anyone involved in any 
way with children must be trained 
in safe practices in the church.  	
	 “Safeguarding God’s Children” 
training is used by the Diocese 
of Nebraska and is mandated by 
the Church Insurance Company.  
We have 15 adults available to 
facilitate training throughout the 
diocese.  
	 Please contact the Rev. Ruth 
L. Jaynes at rjaynes@episcopal-
ne.org to schedule a training in 
your parish or region.

Safeguarding 
God’s Children

Nominations 
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