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Program offers self-sufficiency, transportation
By Ariel Miller

interchAnge contriButor

As petroleum poisons the Gulf and President Obama 
challenges Americans to overcome our addiction to fos-
sil fuels, an intentional Christian community has won a 
victory for people-powered transportation in inner-city 
Columbus.

The Christian communitarians – young people 
who worship at St. John’s, Town Street, in an urban 
Appalachian neighborhood called Franklinton – received 
a $6,000 United Way grant to equip a workshop where 
neighbors can learn the art of bicycle repair and, by vol-
unteering, earn a bike of their own.

The seeds for this practical plan for transportation 
self-sufficiency took root when a handful of Christians 
in their 20s pooled resources to buy a house remodeled 
by the Franklinton Development Association.

All the members were raised in upper-middle class, 
suburban homes, but they have moved to this low-
income neighborhood in response to a deep call to 
follow the Gospel by living into the ancient Christian 
disciplines of simplicity, hospitality and service. That 
starts with taking plenty of time to listen to the concerns 
of their neighbors.

“When we first moved to Franklinton, our ini-
tial outreach was to the homeless,” explains Jonathan 
Youngman, part of the fledgling community (which has 
no formal name) and a vestry member of St. John’s. 
“They were talking to us about bicycles because they 
can’t afford bus fare, and the bus service to this neigh-
borhood is so irregular.  

“Three of us – Greg Lanham, Jonathan Ryder, and 
I – are really into bikes so we were intrigued. We looked 
around to see if this need extended beyond the home-
less,” Youngman continues. The three soon discovered 
that many people in Franklinton depend on bicycles for 
transportation but ride unsafe, undependable bicycles 
because they do not have the resources to maintain them.  
Additionally, children aimlessly bike the streets without 
helmets or even brakes.

“Franklinton needs a Jubilee-minded bike shop that 
caters to the poor and cares more about the people 
it serves than turning a profit.” he adds. And so two 
years ago, Lanham, Ryder and Youngman launched 
Franklinton Cycle Works to repair and provide bikes to 
the neighborhood.  All the bikes are recycled, model-
ing the habits of repair and reuse and greatly reducing 
the cost and environmental impact of producing safe, 

Camp 
sparks love 
of reading

By richelle thoMpson

interchAnge editor

For the first time in her life, 10-year-old Marianne could hear the 
birds singing. 

At home in Cincinnati, the sounds of nature are lost to the cacoph-
ony of urban living. 

But this summer at the Procter center, “I got to write about nature,” 
says Marianne, her eyes sparkling. “I never wrote about what I saw 
in nature before … They make education real fun here. You get to 
have fun even while you’re learning. 

“I wish school was like this.”
Marianne was among 26 children from across the Diocese of 

Southern Ohio to participate in the inaugural Reading Camp. Modeled 
after a program in the Diocese of Lexington, the Reading Camp strives 
to help struggling readers in the third and fourth grades gain confidence 
and tools for better reading. This age is a turning point for many stu-
dents: good readers move on to reading as a learning tool. Struggling 
readers often get left behind – in every subject. 

“We can’t solve all the problems in one week,” says volun-
teer Barbara Keyes, a teacher and member of St. Mark’s, Upper 
Arlington. “But hopefully they learn to love reading and writing 
more. These kids have had a tough time in school; their self image 
as a reader and writer is not very good. We’ve tried to give them 
activities to see that reading is worth the effort.”

Led by the Rev. Diana Shirley, a group of volunteers began meet-
ing a year ago to plan the first Reading Camp. They decided to partner 
Reading Camp with the Procter summer camp experience – so kids 
spent the morning in learning centers such as word play, writing, reading 
comprehension and library. In the afternoons, they swam, played games 
and completed crafts under the supervision of camp counselors. And 
they ended each day with Evening Prayer.

“The kids have responded very well,” says Shirley. “This hasn’t 
been an academic environment. There’s very little paper and pencil 
work. They’re standing, lying around, walking in the outdoors, con-
necting reading to everyday activities.”

Reading Camp had its own resident author, Sally Derby Miller of 
St. Philip’s, Northside. Each child received an autographed copy of 
her book, Kyle’s Island. They also spent time each afternoon with Yuri 

please see reading camp,  page 3please see cycleworks,  page 3

CAMP 
FUN

Elsa (St. Thomas, Terrace Park), daughter of Beth Reiter and granddaughter of the Rev. John and Louise 
Bowers, and friend Olivia kayak on the pond during summer camp at Procter. This was Elsa’s seventh year at 
family camp! See more camp pictures, stories on pages 10-11

INTERCHANGE aUGUST 2010
volume XXXviii, no. 7

www.diosohio.org

news from the Diocese of Southern ohio | award of General excellence: 2006, 2007, 2008



Willcox, a member of St. George’s, Dayton. Born in 
the U.S., Willcox and her family were visiting Japan 
in December 1941. They were stranded in Japan 
throughout World War II and couldn’t return home 
to the U.S. for seven years. Willcox shared the story 
of her life as a model of combining reading with 
storytelling. Plus the kids learned a bit of Japanese 
language and culture – including origami.

For Melinda Boyd, a librarian at Bethany School, 
an Episcopal private school in Cincinnati, Reading 
Camp helped many of the children re-categorize 
reading from a chore to a privilege. As volunteer 
librarian at the camp, she helped children pick out 
books each day that they could take home – and 
by the end of the week, children had a backpack 
of at least 10 new books. Plus, St. Barnabas, 
Montgomery, contributed a dictionary, atlas and 
water bottle for each camper.

“I know some of these kids don’t have any other 
books,” she says. “It was wonderful to see them get 
excited about picking out their own books and to see 
that reading could be fun.”

Eight-year-old Ellie enjoyed canoeing and mak-
ing new friends at camp. But she also discovered the 
thrill of compound words. 

“I think it’s cool to see how two words put 
together can mean something new.”

The same is true of Reading Camp.

dependable bikes.
Another member of the intentional com-

munity, Patrick Kaufman, spearheaded a neigh-
borhood garden project and hopes to organize 
canning and cooking classes as residents begin 
harvesting.  

“Franklinton is a food desert,” Youngman 
explains. “There is no grocery store here, noth-
ing but convenience stores with chips and pop 
on the shelves. A lot of people don’t have the 
transportation to get out of the neighborhood to 
buy nourishing foods. Many people here come 
from rural Appalachia. This opportunity to raise 
a garden is a direct link to their roots.”

For those times when bike owners need to 
shop, Kaufman designed a simple bike trailer 
that can carry up to 200 pounds and sells for 
only $249.  He can manufacture these as 
needed.  

Youngman particularly wants to teach bike 
repair to children but the warehouse where 
Franklinton CycleWorks opened is too hazard-
ous. This spring the bike co-op was offered the 
first floor of a house in a solidly residential part 
of Franklinton. The United Way grant will cover 
most of the costs needed to set up an efficient, safe 
bike repair workshop. Starting with a volunteer 
day June 26, the Christian bike mechanics and 
friends and neighbors will paint, build work sta-
tions and install shelving in the shop.

Franklinton CycleWorks needs to raise just 

$1,400 in cash or in-kind contributions to finish 
equipping the workshop with a complete set of 
tools. Youngman is reaching out to Episcopal 
churches in Central Ohio to request donations 
of good used bikes, helmets, locks and cash.  

Youngman calls the new workshop a “bike 
kitchen” and it will truly be a space owned by 
the neighborhood.  

“The shop space, stands, and tools are avail-
able free of charge for anyone who wants 
to work on their bike,” he says. “Volunteer 
mechanics are on hand to share their knowl-
edge and experience, but the patron does the 
work. Ideally, a bike co-op has anything anyone 

could need to repair their bicycle. After basic 
mechanic training, anyone can volunteer to 
assist patrons of the shop. It’s a cooperative 
neighborhood effort because neighbors are 
literally teaching each other the art of bicycle 
repair.  

“Through volunteering, patrons earn shop 
credit which can be used to buy used and new 
bicycle components available at our co-op. This 
model makes it possible for someone to own a 
quality bicycle without spending a dime.”

While equipping neighbors to be self-suffi-
cient and exercise good environmental stew-
ardship, “we hope to create a sense of owner-
ship in the neighborhood while breaking down 
barriers between various people groups,” adds 
Youngman. Franklinton CycleWorks “will not 
only operate as a bike kitchen but will also 
offer classes on bike safety and repair and host 
monthly volunteer nights in which people from 
the neighborhood will come together around 
the common interest of bicycles. It is our belief 
that, with time, the model of restoration and 
community cooperation will diffuse into the 
social fabric of Franklinton.”

For more information, see www.franklintoncy-
cleworks.com, www.ohiocommunitycarts.com, and 
www.st-johns-columbus.diosohio.org Contributions 

can be delivered or mailed to Franklinton 
CycleWorks. 123 West Park Avenue,  

Columbus, 43222 and will receive an  
acknowledgement for tax purposes.
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The Episcopal 
ChurchCommon ministry has captured the imagination of the 

diocese, as deaneries, congregations and individuals are 
bringing new energy to the notion that we are all ministers 
of the Good News, sharing in common the opportunity and 
obligation to bear witness to the abundant love of God for 
all, revealed in Jesus Christ. We are living into a paradigm 
shift in our understanding of what it means to be a church in 
which all are empowered for ministry.

Yet the idea of common ministry remains elusive. Everyone 
gets it, I think, and we are all moving toward it in various 
ways. But since it is a new paradigm (or an old paradigm we 
are rediscovering), a road map may help us all to be sure that 
we are heading in the same direction. When my senior staff 
met for our annual working retreat earlier in the summer, we 
agreed that our task was to distill common ministry into a few, 
short words - in other words, to provide a road map. The group 
comprised John Johannsen (Canon to the Ordinary), Karl 
Ruttan (Canon for Life Formation), Anne Reed (Canon for 
Mission), Richelle Thompson (Director of Communications), 
and David Robinson (Director of Finances). 

After much conversation about common ministry, this is 
what we came up with:

As Episcopalians in the Diocese of 
Southern Ohio, we commit ourselves to

• Know the common story
• Proclaim our common faith
• Pray our common prayer
• Drink the common cup
• Serve the common good

Name of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ.
This is our common ministry.

I commend this to you in the hope 
that it will provide a helpful frame-

work as we continue to explore and live into the implica-
tion of common ministry for every aspect of our life as the 
Episcopal Church in southern Ohio. I invite you to pray it, 
memorize it, reflect on it, talk about it, calligraph it, chant 
it, recite it, draw it, set it to music, and generally make it 
your own. I encourage you to share with the diocese the 
ways you are living into this mission: the diocesan website 
has a Common Ministry blog (www.diosohio.org/What we 
do/common-ministry) for you to post written materials or 

links to video and/or audio. If you have artwork or video 
that you’d like posted, send them to Richelle Thompson at 
rthompson@diosohio.org. I also invite you to be a part of 
the creative process in developing a logo for the diocesan 
mission. Send your ideas -- and sketches or artwork -- to 
Richelle as well. 

To get us started in this process of incorporating our mis-
sion into our common life, I have written a prayer. You are 
welcome to develop your own prayer, reflecting the common 
story of your congregation, or to use this one. 

Holy Trinity, you have created us in your image, so that 
we might have communion with you, and so have commu-
nion with one another. Give us grace to make the move from 
communion to common life. Help us to know the story of 
your saving work in Jesus Christ. Open our hearts to share 
our journey toward you with one another. Inspire us to offer 
prayers as one people united in service. Grant us courage to 
face whatever hardship may come our way as we seek to fol-
low you more closely, and make us your instruments for the 
furtherance of justice, equity and tolerance. We ask this in 
thanksgiving for the common life we share with you, Father, 
Word and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Thomas 
E . 
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BrEidEnThal

Cycleworks: Post-petro people power

Reading camp combines academics, fun
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From left, Greg Lanham, Jonathan Youngman 
and Jonathan Ryder remodel bikes and offer 
training at Franklinton CycleWorks.

Like most of the volunteers, Nancy Thompson of St. 
Peter’s, Delaware, has devoted her life to education. A 
second-grade teacher, she was home this winter dur-
ing a snow day when she read about Reading Camp 
in Interchange. 
“I thought, 'I should do this,' ” says Thompson. “When 
I was young, I went to a church camp, and then I 
worked there during my college years. I knew that 
being at camp was a very special environment and 
thought it was interesting to combine the camp expe-
rience with reading.
“When these kids return to school in the fall, they will 
be in some way better readers,” says Thompson. “But 
they’ll also remember swimming and playing and 
campfires. Some of these kids would never have a 
camp experience if it wasn’t for this.
“It isn’t just about reading … it’s about building rela-
tionships, about building better human beings.”
Thompson intends to incorporate some elements of 
Reading Camp into her classroom this fall. She also 
intends to encourage other teachers to get involved. 
“We all need to use the gifts God has given us in dif-
ferent settings.”
How to get involved: Reading Camp is funded 
entirely by donations. The first camp, including pur-
chase of start-up materials, cost more than $15,000. 
If you are interested in supporting the camp or being 
a volunteer, contact the Rev. Diana Shirley at  
dianashirley@columbus.rr.com

Reading and relationships

Above: 
Campers gain 
confidence in 
reading aloud.

Left: Delight 
over a new 
book!

By richEllE Thompson

inTErchangE EdiTor

Ron Elms set out to find himself on a bike ride across 
the country. 

He had finished two years of college but he wasn’t 
sure what he was supposed to do in life. Maybe go into 
teaching. Maybe the ministry.

So the 21-year-old saddled his bike and followed the 
bicentennial trail. In July, 1981, Elms rode through cen-
tral Ohio. It was late in the day, and Elms couldn’t find a 
place to camp for the night. Town halls turned him away; 
farmers refused to open their doors. 

“I asked God for a place to stay for the evening. And 
I asked for the strength to get there,” wrote Elms in his 

journal. “I rode, not knowing what I was going to do. After six more miles, the sun was 
down and darkness was coming on, and the only thing to be seen was tall corn and wet 
furrows. A car with its lights on honked at me as I pushed up a hill; I rode into the dirt 
to avoid him.

“I wondered how much farther I could go, and I looked up to the top of the hill. There 
were lights glowing from the other side. When I crested the top, I saw what looked like 
a giant summer camp out in the middle of a farmer’s field. Hopeful, I pedaled down 
and pulled into the gravel driveway of an Episcopal conference center for the Southern 
Ohio Diocese. I laughed out loud, and I recalled something about the Big Guy working 
in mysterious ways.”

Elms walked through the grounds, trying to find someone to ask permission to stay 
on the grounds. He couldn’t find anyone so he set up camp in the field and slept the 
night.

Twenty-nine years later, Elms has re-traced his journey. Approaching his 50th birth-
day, his two-wheeled bicycle has given way to a motorcycle. This time when he stopped 
at the Procter center, the grounds were abuzz with summer campers. He asked to stay 
the night again – and he set up a camp on the south side of the lake. 

“This place was an answer to prayer … at a time when I absolutely didn’t have a place 
to stay, this wonderful place manifested in a cornfield,” said Elms. “It is of God.” 

Elms wrote in his journal after a restful night in 1981: “The dawn moved me – a panora-
ma of peaceful fields and a slight mist to shroud the light-giver. It was green and orange.” 

He knew of a seminary in Delaware, Ohio, so he made his way east and north. He 
met a student on campus who took him to “St. Peters Episcopal Church … It was nice 
to be plugged back into the socket of liturgical worship.

The newly re-structured Procter Commission 
gathered in June to brainstorm on the mission and 
ministry of the Procter center. 

Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal shared the dio-
cese’s common ministry statement and then con-
nected it with the five key ministries at Procter. 
They are: 

• Summer camps: Build on the well-estab-
lished program.

• Conference center: Find new opportunities 
for growth and innovation

• Retreat center: Offer a place for renewal, 
prayer and quiet

• Land farm program:  View management of 
the farm and the land as our opportunity to care 
for God's creation.

• Procter’s role in the community: Explore 
how the center can be a resource and contributor 
to the surrounding counties.

Facilitated by the Rev. Susan Nienaber of 
the Alban Institute, the commission alternated 
between small and large groups to craft and re-
craft a new mission statement. After four hours of 
work, the commission came to a very clear con-
sensus.  The new Procter Vision Statement is:

Procter provides a safe, inviting and spa-
cious rural setting that cultivates spiritual forma-
tion, models sustainable living, and celebrates 
God’s love and reconciliation through hospitality, 
prayer, study, work and play.

All members present were extremely excited 
about the vision and what it means for the future.

The commission met again in July to develop 
next steps. The commission received a recom-
mendation for a 10-year plan to tile the fields, 
which would improve drainage and yield. 

The Rev. Eileen O’Reilly, who is overseeing 
some of the operations on camp, reported several 
updates, including renovations of the swimming 
pool, the houses at the center and the kitchen and 

serving area. The organic garden maintained by 
volunteers at Trinity, London, already is produc-
ing vegetables that the kitchen staff is serving at 
meals. She also reported that September book-
ings are 20% higher than in 2009.  

The Rev. Craig Foster, commission chair, 
reported that the center hired Harry White as 
facilities coordinator to oversee the daily mainte-
nance and operation of the buildings, equipment 
and site utilities.  White comes to the center with 
many years experience as an electrician and 
small-engine mechanic.

The Rev. Frank Edmands presented a proposal 
to install solar collectors at Procter with no capi-
tal outlay.  This could be done through a Power 
Purchase Agreement, a method for non-profits 
to implement solar in partnership with for profit 
corporations.  The proposal now goes before the 
Church Foundation. 

The commission recommended to Bishop 
Breidenthal the hiring of an acting director to devel-
op the center’s newly defined vision with a three-to-
five-year plan for programming and facilities.It is 
expected the vision development process will take 
12-18 months.

Please keep the Procter Center, its staff and the 
commission in your prayers as together, we move 
forward toward an exciting future!

Procter gear available online  
Want a little piece of Procter with you every 
day? Procter gear is now available at the new 
online Procter store!  
All your favorites and some new instant classics 
are online and available from the comfort of 
your own home. All prices include shipping and 
handling and items will ship within one week 
of ordering.
Order online at www.procter.diosohio.org
 

Procter center develops new vision Procter: ‘An answer to prayer’

Ron Elms



Willcox, a member of St. George’s, Dayton. Born in 
the U.S., Willcox and her family were visiting Japan 
in December 1941. They were stranded in Japan 
throughout World War II and couldn’t return home 
to the U.S. for seven years. Willcox shared the story 
of her life as a model of combining reading with 
storytelling. Plus the kids learned a bit of Japanese 
language and culture – including origami.

For Melinda Boyd, a librarian at Bethany School, 
an Episcopal private school in Cincinnati, Reading 
Camp helped many of the children re-categorize 
reading from a chore to a privilege. As volunteer 
librarian at the camp, she helped children pick out 
books each day that they could take home – and 
by the end of the week, children had a backpack 
of at least 10 new books. Plus, St. Barnabas, 
Montgomery, contributed a dictionary, atlas and 
water bottle for each camper.

“I know some of these kids don’t have any other 
books,” she says. “It was wonderful to see them get 
excited about picking out their own books and to see 
that reading could be fun.”

Eight-year-old Ellie enjoyed canoeing and mak-
ing new friends at camp. But she also discovered the 
thrill of compound words. 

“I think it’s cool to see how two words put 
together can mean something new.”

The same is true of Reading Camp.

dependable bikes.
Another member of the intentional com-

munity, Patrick Kaufman, spearheaded a neigh-
borhood garden project and hopes to organize 
canning and cooking classes as residents begin 
harvesting.  

“Franklinton is a food desert,” Youngman 
explains. “There is no grocery store here, noth-
ing but convenience stores with chips and pop 
on the shelves. A lot of people don’t have the 
transportation to get out of the neighborhood to 
buy nourishing foods. Many people here come 
from rural Appalachia. This opportunity to raise 
a garden is a direct link to their roots.”

For those times when bike owners need to 
shop, Kaufman designed a simple bike trailer 
that can carry up to 200 pounds and sells for 
only $249.  He can manufacture these as 
needed.  

Youngman particularly wants to teach bike 
repair to children but the warehouse where 
Franklinton CycleWorks opened is too hazard-
ous. This spring the bike co-op was offered the 
first floor of a house in a solidly residential part 
of Franklinton. The United Way grant will cover 
most of the costs needed to set up an efficient, safe 
bike repair workshop. Starting with a volunteer 
day June 26, the Christian bike mechanics and 
friends and neighbors will paint, build work sta-
tions and install shelving in the shop.

Franklinton CycleWorks needs to raise just 

$1,400 in cash or in-kind contributions to finish 
equipping the workshop with a complete set of 
tools. Youngman is reaching out to Episcopal 
churches in Central Ohio to request donations 
of good used bikes, helmets, locks and cash.  

Youngman calls the new workshop a “bike 
kitchen” and it will truly be a space owned by 
the neighborhood.  

“The shop space, stands, and tools are avail-
able free of charge for anyone who wants 
to work on their bike,” he says. “Volunteer 
mechanics are on hand to share their knowl-
edge and experience, but the patron does the 
work. Ideally, a bike co-op has anything anyone 

could need to repair their bicycle. After basic 
mechanic training, anyone can volunteer to 
assist patrons of the shop. It’s a cooperative 
neighborhood effort because neighbors are 
literally teaching each other the art of bicycle 
repair.  

“Through volunteering, patrons earn shop 
credit which can be used to buy used and new 
bicycle components available at our co-op. This 
model makes it possible for someone to own a 
quality bicycle without spending a dime.”

While equipping neighbors to be self-suffi-
cient and exercise good environmental stew-
ardship, “we hope to create a sense of owner-
ship in the neighborhood while breaking down 
barriers between various people groups,” adds 
Youngman. Franklinton CycleWorks “will not 
only operate as a bike kitchen but will also 
offer classes on bike safety and repair and host 
monthly volunteer nights in which people from 
the neighborhood will come together around 
the common interest of bicycles. It is our belief 
that, with time, the model of restoration and 
community cooperation will diffuse into the 
social fabric of Franklinton.”

For more information, see www.franklintoncy-
cleworks.com, www.ohiocommunitycarts.com, and 
www.st-johns-columbus.diosohio.org Contributions 

can be delivered or mailed to Franklinton 
CycleWorks. 123 West Park Avenue,  

Columbus, 43222 and will receive an  
acknowledgement for tax purposes.
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From left, Greg Lanham, Jonathan Youngman 
and Jonathan Ryder remodel bikes and offer 
training at Franklinton CycleWorks.

Like most of the volunteers, Nancy Thompson of St. 
Peter’s, Delaware, has devoted her life to education. A 
second-grade teacher, she was home this winter dur-
ing a snow day when she read about Reading Camp 
in Interchange. 
“I thought, 'I should do this,' ” says Thompson. “When 
I was young, I went to a church camp, and then I 
worked there during my college years. I knew that 
being at camp was a very special environment and 
thought it was interesting to combine the camp expe-
rience with reading.
“When these kids return to school in the fall, they will 
be in some way better readers,” says Thompson. “But 
they’ll also remember swimming and playing and 
campfires. Some of these kids would never have a 
camp experience if it wasn’t for this.
“It isn’t just about reading … it’s about building rela-
tionships, about building better human beings.”
Thompson intends to incorporate some elements of 
Reading Camp into her classroom this fall. She also 
intends to encourage other teachers to get involved. 
“We all need to use the gifts God has given us in dif-
ferent settings.”
How to get involved: Reading Camp is funded 
entirely by donations. The first camp, including pur-
chase of start-up materials, cost more than $15,000. 
If you are interested in supporting the camp or being 
a volunteer, contact the Rev. Diana Shirley at  
dianashirley@columbus.rr.com

Reading and relationships

Above: 
Campers gain 
confidence in 
reading aloud.

Left: Delight 
over a new 
book!
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Nominations
The Nominating Committee seeks candidates who are broadly 
representative of diocesan demographics. Nomination forms 
may be downloaded from the website or filled out online.
Each nominee is required to respond to two questions and submit 
a photo for the nomination to be complete. The maximum word 
count is 300. Nominees also are expected to attend (if possible) 
a “Meet the Nominee” forum at 10:30 a.m. on Nov. 12.
Deadline for submissions: September 28. Please send submis-
sions to convention@diosohio.org. 
Contact: Marsha Calloway at mcalloway1@insight.rr.com.

2011 Leadership Positions
Diocesan Council: Class of ’13; Elect four lay, two clergy (priests 
or deacons)
Diocesan Review Committee: Elect one lay, one clergy  
Special note: Changes to the Episcopal Church canons have 
resulted in the creation of a new diocesan Disciplinary Board, 
with duties to begin July 1, 2011. The Disciplinary Board replaces 
both the Diocesan Review Committee and the Ecclesiastical Trial 
Court. Details still are being determined. At this convention, del-
egates will elect Diocesan Review Committee and Ecclesiastical 
Trial Court members to serve for the first six months of 2011. 
Their work will be completed when the Disciplinary Board begins 
its service July 1. Convention will elect seven new members to 
this board. 
Ecclesiastical Trial Court, Judges: Elect one clergy
Diocesan Disciplinary Committee: Elect one clergy, one lay, 
Class of ’12; Elect one clergy, one lay, Class of ’13; Elect two 
clergy, one lay, Class of ‘14

(The staggered terms are for the creation of the board. Elections 
at future conventions will be for full three-year terms)
Episcopal Community Services Foundation: Elect three people 
(lay or clergy), Class of ‘13
General Convention Deputies: Elect four lay deputies and four 
lay alternates; Four clergy deputies and four clergy alternates
Standing Committee: Elect one lay,one presbyter, Class of ‘13
Trustees of the Church Foundation: Elect one lay, Class of ‘15
Trustees of the Diocese: Elect one lay or clergy, Class of ‘15

Constitution and Canons
The Committee on Constitution and Canons is charged with 
assisting in the screening, preparation and presentation of 
constitutional and canonical amendments. Amendments to 
the Constitution and Canons of the diocese must be sub-
mitted in writing by 60 days prior to convention – Sept.13. 
Because of the time involved in research and preparation, 
and to ensure that each proposed amendment is properly 
drafted, the committee requests that all proposed amend-
ments be submitted 90 days prior to convention – Aug. 13. 
Please submit any proposed amendments to convention@
diosohio.org.
Contact: Joseph J. Dehner at 513.651.6949 or jdehner@fbtlaw.com

Resolutions
Resolutions are a key way for the people of the diocese to dis-
cuss and reflect upon issues in the church and beyond. Bishop 
Breidenthal encourages the submission of resolutions. All proposed 
resolutions must be received by Sept. 28 at convention@diosohio.
org. The Resolutions Committee will meet that week to review the 
resolutions. 
Those submitting resolutions are expected to attend, or have a 
representative at, the deanery pre-convention hearings. A sample 
resolution is posted on the diocesan website.  
Contact: Jim Heathcote at 937.446.2108 or jheathcote@earth-
link.net.

Exhibitor Information
Consider sharing the work of your committee, organization or 
congregation’s ministry with the larger family of the Diocese of 
Southern Ohio and the wider Church by preparing and staffing an 
exhibit at this years’ diocesan convention.
There is a charge per exhibit space (costs included in registration 
form). Please bring your own extension cords and outlet strips. All 
exhibits will be in a secured area.
The deadline for reservations is Oct. 15. Requests for space will be 
filled on a first-come, first-served basis. All exhibitors will receive a 
meal reservation form in September. Reserve your exhibit online.

136th Convention: 
Perseverance for the Race

The Bishop’s Workshop on 
Fundraising for Local Churches

Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal invites members of the 
diocese to participate in a workshop on Sept. 11 on effec-
tive fundraising and development techniques designed to 
strengthen local congregations. These techniques will be 
applicable to all churches, from small or struggling to large 
congregations. The cost is $15 per person, which includes 
morning refreshments and a box lunch.  

The Fundraising for Local Churches program will be 
offered from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at Christ Church, 409 E. 
High Street, Springfield. Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal will 
offer a brief presentation, relating fundraising to common 
ministry. Topics for the day include: Why people give; plan-

ning and conducting capital campaigns and special appeals; 
organizing and implementing a successful annual giving 
appeal; receiving and promoting bequests; and available 
service and support for local churches from the Episcopal 
Church Foundation. 

Register online at www.stewardship.diosohio.
org or contact Jim Edgy at jedgy@cinci.rr.com or  
513.702.6916 or Pat Ryan at pryan@skystoneryan.com 
or 513.553.3738.

Fresh Start program: 
Especially for newly arriving clergy (since June) but oth-

ers are welcome who long to have a colleague group with 
whom reflection and learning can take place. Monthly meet-
ings at Procter center. Information: the Rev. Canon Anne 
Reed at areed@diosohio.org

Save the dates: 
September 9: Clergy Day at Procter center, 10 a.m. 

Important discussions about mission share and the diocesan 
budget. No cost but register online to reserve space.

October 16: Best Practices: A congregational develop-
ment workshop. The Rev. Tom Ehrich, who led the Build 
Our Church workshop last winter, will be returning to 
Southern Ohio to discuss in more depth the use of metrics 
for congregational awareness and membership development.  
Richelle Thompson, communication director for the diocese, 
and Ehrich also will present new information on communica-
tion strategies for congregations. 

Start learning now: Subscribe to Ehrich’s daily blog about 
congregational development tools. Visit morningwalkmedia.
com to learn more.

Editor’s note: This year’s convention will be held Nov. 12-13 at the Pritchard Laughlin Civic Center in Cambridge 
and hosted by the Northeast Deanery and the East Central Ohio Cluster. Questions about convention: Visit the 
diocesan website at www.diosohio.org, How Things Work, Convention or e-mail convention@diosohio.org  

Hebrews 12: 1-2.
 1Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders 
and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. 2Let us fix our 

eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its 
shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

Key formation opportunities
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By DeBorah BroussarD Parker

Interchange contrIButor

Power: who has it, who doesn’t, who wants it and who’s 
willing to give it away. 

Renowned theologian, the Rev. Dr. Walter Brueggemann, 
led the conversations about power and its Biblical roots dur-
ing the annual Ohio Episcopal Celebration at Kenyon June 
24 to 27. 

Brueggemann, the McPheeters Professor of Old Testament 
Emeritus at Columbia Theological Seminary, drew from his 
experience as a biblical scholar to explore power, starting 
with the Exodus narrative as Pharaoh’s power was overshad-
owed by Moses carrying out God’s truth.

Conference attendees ranged from children to adult, from 
scholars to ordained clergy to laity with a wide variety of 
experiences. Brueggemann reached everyone as he wove in 
questions of social justice and how the Bible relates to issues 
of modern times.

 Movies entertained and engaged about 100 teen and 
adult participants. A screening of the documentary “Pray 
the Devil Back to Hell” moved the audience to discuss the 
role Liberian women played as peace-makers, demonstrating 
how God’s truth can overcome the power struggle between 
warring factions. After the screening, Brueggemann led 
attendees into a discussion of the similar struggle faced by 
Moses and Solomon. In his final talks, Brueggemann used 
Elisha and Josiah to show how God’s truth has its day and 

how truth impacts power. 
The conference went beyond the formal conversations, 

with opportunities to dance, bike, swim and stroll around the 
Kenyon College campus. The dioceses of Ohio and Southern 

Ohio and Bexley Hall Seminary in Columbus sponsored the 
Ohio Episcopal Celebration. 

Adults and teens weren’t the only ones involved in forma-
tion and an exploration of power and truth.  

The children looked at the issues through the lens of Dr. 
Seuss books. Everyone heard the story of Yertle the Turtle, 
showing how even turtle kings can abuse power. Of course 
Seuss’ images added to the humorous moments. 

Worship brought together the whole conference com-
munity, including the Rt. Rev. Mark Hollingsworth of Ohio 
and the Rt. Rev. Thomas E. Breidenthal of Southern Ohio 
as con-celebrants of the Saturday Eucharist. Children cre-
ated the altar cloth as well as a colorful prayer montage. The 
montage consisted of prayers written on fabric pieces of dif-
ferent shapes and sizes. Each day children excitedly collected 
these prayer offerings from adults. The final woven product 
resembled a sunrise and hung behind the altar at the outdoor 
Eucharist on Sunday morning. 

The School for Ministry is a program for adult 
formation offered jointly by the Episcopal dioceses 
of Ohio, Southern Ohio and Pittsburgh. The courses 
are part of the academic training provided for 
persons in diaconate formation and are now being 
made available for others who would like to deepen 
their faith and learning. Classes for the first semester 
(August 2010 through January 2011) will be held at 
Procter Camp & Conference Center. 

The two courses are: 
• Introduction to the New Testament : the Gospels 

and Acts  of the Apostles -- from 11 a.m. to noon 
and 1 to 2 p.m., with a break for lunch. Presented 
by the Rev. Michael Kreutzer, a Biblical scholar and 
rector of St. Mark, Dayton.  

• Introduction to Pastoral Care - from 2:15 to 
4:15 p.m. by the Rev. William Doubleday, interim 
dean and professor of pastoral theology at Bexley 
Hall Seminary. 

The classes will be held Aug. 28, Oct. 2, Nov. 6, 
Dec. 4 and Jan. 8. Cost is $50 per course. Lunch is 
$10 each or $50 for the semester. Books are an addi-
tional cost. Courses can be taken for credit or audit. 

The spring semester courses will be offered at 
Camp Mowana, the Lutheran center near Mansfield. 
The two courses offered are Introduction to the New 
Testament: the Epistles and Revelation and Liturgy 
and Homiletics.  

Register at: www.lifeformation.diosohio.org.

Power and Truth: Great moments in the history of God’s people

Above: The Rev. Dr. Walter Brueggemann, keynote speaker 
of the Ohio Episcopal Celebration at Kenyon, talks with 
Carol Duncan of the Diocese of Ohio. 
Top right: Children also participated in the conference, 
using the lens of Dr. Seuss books to explore power and 
truth. 

School of Ministry 
offers two courses By BarBara LyghteL rohrer

Interchange contrIButor

When the Rev. Canon Joanna Leiserson of Christ Church 
Cathedral set out to write a children’s curriculum for the 
Episcopal Church, she was very clear in her intention. 

“It was simple,” she says. “I wanted to write a single compre-
hensive curriculum for children–something deep and theologi-
cally sound, something that embraced good Christian formation 
theory. I wanted it to be practical, easy-to-use, fun for the kids. 
I wanted it to be Episcopalian at its core, biblically sound, litur-
gically oriented, and flexible for all churches. I wanted it to be 
perfect. That’s all. Oh, and it had to be affordable.”

Now completed, Weaving God’s Promises is not far off mark. 
Each year of the three-year curriculum is a 1,000-page volume that 
integrates everything the cathedral’s canon for Christian Formation 
wanted, “and contains everything I have ever learned about forma-
tion, theology, Bible, church and ministry.”  

Church Publishing, Inc., the publisher for the Episcopal 
Church, has purchased the curriculum and is making it available 

to churches as a downloadable program (only) with interactive 
capabilities. And because the cost to purchase the curriculum is 
based on the average Sunday attendance, smaller churches can 
afford it as much as the larger ones. As one Facebook discus-
sion participant noted, the curriculum is “a beautiful example of 
stewardship, both environmentally and financially.”

The first year of this program is available in July, with 
the other two years coming out later. As the brochures get 
mailed and the marketing ramps up this summer from Church 
Publishing to promote this product, Leiserson thinks about its 
impact.

“It’s humbling and scary but also incredibly exciting to be 
given this opportunity to shape the spiritual formation and 
development of children in the Episcopal Church,” she says. 
“This curriculum has been the love of my life, and publishing 
it for the church has been my dream. I am so grateful to be able 
to share it with the wider church.”  

To learn more about the curriculum, go to  
www.Weaving GodsPromises.org. 

Canon authors “Weaving God’s Promises”

St. Simon SuperStars
St. Simon of Cyrene, Lincoln Heights, 
recently hosted a SuperStars week, a time 
to honor and showcase the talent and 
strengths of young people in the com-
munity. Workshops and activities included 
art, dance, creative writing and basketball. 
They held a basketball tournament and 
talent show to cap off the program.
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With two daughters in the “Millennial 
Generation,” I knew that today’s youth 
were using technology for instant com-
munication and doing multiple things 
at the same time. I felt that to get their 
attention, we had to use what they use 
and communicate the way they com-
municate. I had heard my daughters 
talk about using Facebook, so I thought 
I would give it a try.

Facebook was initially launched as a 
social networking site, a way for friends 
to connect with one another, chat and let 
each other know what was going on in 
their lives. But because of the popularity 
of Facebook, groups and organizations 
have started using Facebook for adver-
tising and gaining a fan base. Facebook 
has 400 million users and is the number 
one social networking site.   

Getting set up on Facebook was a 
very easy process, and I began using it 
mostly to communicate with my grown 
daughters. Soon I noticed that more 
and more of my extended family was 
signing up as well as old classmates 
and friends. I’m now connected with 65 
other people.

Then I began thinking about set-
ting up a page for our parish. I knew 

it would be a good 
way to connect 
with our congrega-
tion and members 
who have moved 
away. I also thought 
it would be a good 
place to promote 
our church for 
anyone looking to 
find a new church 

home. I posted our 
basic information, started posting 
upcoming events and posted photos 
and newsletters.

Then I started to think about how our 
page could be used as a ministry oppor-
tunity.  Every time I post something on 
our page, it is seen on all of the fan’s 
pages. And when their friends view 
their pages, it is seen by their friends. So 
it keeps multiplying, being viewed by 
many, many people.

I started posting scripture or thoughts 
that the Lord was speaking to me. And 
I thought about how this page could be 
viewed by users who have no connec-
tion to our church or who maybe are 
unchurched. I created a small inexpen-
sive ad for our page that is viewed by 

users in just Ohio and West Virginia. 
If a user clicks on the ad and likes the 
page, they can choose to become a fan.  
Our fan base went from 8 to 48. Every 
week, four or five more users subscribe 
to our page. 

But the wonderful thing is that all 
the new fans are youth. Two-thirds are 
under the age of 25. Being a very 
small parish, we have no teenagers right 
now, but our biggest online audience is 
youth!! In fact, our online congregation 
is about double our normal Sunday 
morning congregation. I am very excit-
ed about this!! If I say one thing on our 
page that impacts one young life, then it 
will have all been worth it.  

I now post scripture, sayings, music 
videos, photos, cartoons, small bursts of 
information that will get the attention of 
youth or anyone.

I invite everyone to take a look at our 
page at www.facebook.com/graceepis-
copalchurch and click ‘like’ to become 
a fan.

Darlene Bailey is a member of Grace, 
Pomeroy, who is willing to try new ways 

to spread the Good News. Contact her at 
dudunfee@gmail.com

Darlene

Pomroy

Facebook is a ministry Like us too!
Check out the diocese’s Facebook page: Search Diocese of Southern Ohio
Post comments to Bishop Breidenthal and Bishop Price on their fan 
pages: Search with their names.
Follow diocesan news on Twitter. www.twitter.com/diosohio
Subscribe to the diocesan YouTube channel (Search diosohio)

Want to set up a Facebook account for your congregation? Contact 
Richelle Thompson at rthompson@diosohio.org. The communications 
office will host an online training workshop to help you establish a social 
networking presence.   

Other communication tools: 
>> Parish administrators and anyone else who would like to make address 
changes to the diocesan database. We’ll show you how easy it is to keep 
your list up-to-date with a one-hour virtual workshop.
>> Website: Several congregations and commissions are working with the 
diocese’s Digital Faith system. Are you interested in learning more? Please 
indicate church and whether you’ve had any training with Digital Faith. 
We’ll offer a beginner’s introduction course and a next steps class, based 
on interest. 
>> Webex: The diocese has purchased a year subscription to Webex, a 
company that hosts virtual meetings. If you are a commission chair or 
convener of a task force or group in the diocese, this service is available 
to you. If you’d like to learn more about the service, sign up for a half-hour 
demonstration.

To register for any of these workshops, send an e-mail to Richelle 
Thompson at rthompson@diosohio.org. Please indicate which classes 
you’d like to take, your church and best days/times. She will follow 
up with a class schedule.  These will be virtual meet-
ings -- so all you need is a high-speed 
Internet connection and 
a phone.

By ariel miller

interchange contriButor

For St. Andrew’s Gospel Choir, the style of 
singing is another way to proclaim the Gospel. 
A group from St. Andrew’s infused this spiritu-
ality of performing sacred music into Sweden’s 
major folk festival this summer. 

Per Olof Swing, who joined the church’s 
Gospel Choir during his year as a high school 
student in Cincinnati in 1998-99, asked St. 
Andrew’s director Jerome Johnson to attend 
and teach at the historic Delsbostamman 
(folk festival) celebrated at Midsummer in 
Sweden’s rural Halsingland Province.

“For Swedes, Gospel music is not about 
God:  it’s about American culture,” Swing 
said. “Choirs are one of the biggest free-time 
hobbies in Sweden. Swedes love to sing 
church music, but most value it as music, not 
as anything related to religion.”

At Swing’s invitation, Johnson led a Gospel 
workshop in a dazzling Baroque church July 1 
for singers who had gathered from points all 
over Scandinavia for the weekend of round-
the-clock music-making. 

Twenty three singers showed up for 
Johnson’s class eager to sing their hearts 
out. “When you opened the workshop with 
prayer, I know people were reacting, ‘Whoa!  
That’s not why I came!” Swing said after the 

workshop. “But that’s why I asked you to all 
to come: to put this music in context.”

Swing joined St. Andrew’s Choir sim-
ply because he wanted to learn more about 
Gospel music, but the warmth and friendship 
he experienced there launched him on the path 
of becoming an organist and choir director in 
the Church of Sweden. “The togetherness I 
experienced in St. Andrew’s .. I started look-
ing for when I came back here,” he explains. 
“I found that same spirit in the Free Churches 
in Sweden, but in important ways they were 
too strange for me to feel comfortable.”

So he took a fresh look at the Lutheran 
Church of Sweden, with its beautiful ancient 
churches – buildings he had previously valued 
just as concert halls. “I love sacred music 
in the acoustics of these old spaces,” he 
explains. “I began singing with the choir of 
the Cathedral in Uppsala.  The director was 
able to create the same kind of fellowship 
among the singers that I had experienced at 
St. Andrew’s.”

But, Swing said, that sense of belong-
ing and deep connection is missing in most 
Swedish congregations, with only a handful 
of worshippers sitting in the pews beyond 
the choir. “Also, I saw what the church was 
for you: the importance of church in the life 
of Americans,” he added. “That is the future 
of the Church of Sweden, if we can take the 

fellowship in the choirs and extend it to the 
family and friends of the singers.”

Swing’s revelations about the seculariza-
tion of sacred music in Sweden astonished his 
American visitors. On the eve of the festival, 
we found ourselves in a folk mass in Delsbo 
Church, with hardly a seat to be found.  Given 
the profound joy and togetherness in the sanctu-
ary, it was startling to see less than half of the 
congregation come up to receive communion.

After worship concluded, the festival musi-
cians, flourishing fiddles and folk costumes, 
processed from the doors of the church to the 
meadow where ensembles (including an a capel-
la woman’s choir singing American Spirituals) 
performed the rest of the day. That evening, 
everyone returned to church at 11 p.m., with 
the last rays of Nordic midsummer sunshine 
glowing through the stained glass, for Henning 
Sommero’s magnificent Norwegian mass: glori-
ous singing, a whole heaven of folk instruments 
and folk dancers twirling in the aisles.

But though the Americans felt spiritual-
ly included and stirred by liturgical drama, 
we recognized through the veil of Swedish 
texts that this service was a concert with 
pricey tickets: a musical communing, but no 
Communion.

Later in Stockholm, the Americans com-
pared notes with Swing. Would the experi-
ence of sharing sacred music bring some 

unexpected good to the secular Swedes?
All agreed that drawing people together to 

share music they love is the key. “That’s what 
churches have always done,” said Jerome 
Johnson. “John Wesley took popular tunes 
and made them into hymns. If you’re in 
church, you’re hearing the Gospel. The verses 
carry a testimony.  In Gospel, for example, 
‘You keep on proving yourself to me,’ or ‘God 
will make a way out of no way.”

Dianna Copeland, Johnson’s sister, added, 
“The thing about the Gospel is that it has 
catchy tunes. You keep singing it, and some 
days when you need it, the words may come 
back to you.” 

Later, talking to Swing by phone, I asked 
him if sacred music had come to his aid.

“Once so far,” he answered.  Last fall, in 
a time of tremendous personal suffering, he 
found the lyrics of a Lutheran hymn coursing 
through his mind, sustaining and comforting 
him. He sang it to me over the phone, the 
Swedish lyrics soaring with joy and strength.

I asked him the meaning, and he replied:
Look!  I will carry Your message,
So others may see it in my life.

Ariel Miller is a member of the St. Andrew’s 
Gospel Choir in Cincinnati. She and her husband 
Huxley served as host parents for exchange stu-

dent Per Olof Swing. 

St. Andrew’s musicians surprise Swedes with the Gospel in Gospel
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With two daughters in the “Millennial 
Generation,” I knew that today’s youth 
were using technology for instant com-
munication and doing multiple things 
at the same time. I felt that to get their 
attention, we had to use what they use 
and communicate the way they com-
municate. I had heard my daughters 
talk about using Facebook, so I thought 
I would give it a try.

Facebook was initially launched as a 
social networking site, a way for friends 
to connect with one another, chat and let 
each other know what was going on in 
their lives. But because of the popularity 
of Facebook, groups and organizations 
have started using Facebook for adver-
tising and gaining a fan base. Facebook 
has 400 million users and is the number 
one social networking site.   

Getting set up on Facebook was a 
very easy process, and I began using it 
mostly to communicate with my grown 
daughters. Soon I noticed that more 
and more of my extended family was 
signing up as well as old classmates 
and friends. I’m now connected with 65 
other people.

Then I began thinking about set-
ting up a page for our parish. I knew 

it would be a good 
way to connect 
with our congrega-
tion and members 
who have moved 
away. I also thought 
it would be a good 
place to promote 
our church for 
anyone looking to 
find a new church 

home. I posted our 
basic information, started posting 
upcoming events and posted photos 
and newsletters.

Then I started to think about how our 
page could be used as a ministry oppor-
tunity.  Every time I post something on 
our page, it is seen on all of the fan’s 
pages. And when their friends view 
their pages, it is seen by their friends. So 
it keeps multiplying, being viewed by 
many, many people.

I started posting scripture or thoughts 
that the Lord was speaking to me. And 
I thought about how this page could be 
viewed by users who have no connec-
tion to our church or who maybe are 
unchurched. I created a small inexpen-
sive ad for our page that is viewed by 

users in just Ohio and West Virginia. 
If a user clicks on the ad and likes the 
page, they can choose to become a fan.  
Our fan base went from 8 to 48. Every 
week, four or five more users subscribe 
to our page. 

But the wonderful thing is that all 
the new fans are youth. Two-thirds are 
under the age of 25. Being a very 
small parish, we have no teenagers right 
now, but our biggest online audience is 
youth!! In fact, our online congregation 
is about double our normal Sunday 
morning congregation. I am very excit-
ed about this!! If I say one thing on our 
page that impacts one young life, then it 
will have all been worth it.  

I now post scripture, sayings, music 
videos, photos, cartoons, small bursts of 
information that will get the attention of 
youth or anyone.

I invite everyone to take a look at our 
page at www.facebook.com/graceepis-
copalchurch and click ‘like’ to become 
a fan.

Darlene Bailey is a member of Grace, 
Pomeroy, who is willing to try new ways 

to spread the Good News. Contact her at 
dudunfee@gmail.com

Darlene

Pomroy Each photograph is a story captured in a 
single moment  ~ M. Lopez

By Julie murray

interchange assistant eDitor

All of us have a story to tell—the story of 
how God’s love is revealed in our lives and 
how we live out that love in our communities 
through worship and works of mission. One 
way to share this Good News with others is 
to tell that common story through pictures 
of the people and places where God’s love 
manifests itself in Southern Ohio.

In a effort to help you and your congrega-
tion share your story, the diocese’s commu-
nications department is sponsoring a series 
of workshops across the diocese that will 
provide you with the tools and knowledge to 
better use your point-and-shoot camera—and 
empower you to better tell your story through 
great pictures.

PhotoSafari is a photography workshop 
developed by St. George’s, Dayton, parish-
ioner and retired professional photographer 
Eric Schryver. The one-day workshop is 
structured to teach you more about your 
point-and-shoot digital camera and improve 
your photography. Schryver, along with fel-

low photographer John Martin, will act as 
your PhotoSafari guides, teaching you the ins 
and outs of your camera’s user manual and 
sharing some photographic techniques, tips 
and tricks that will help you to start photo-
graphing better images right away.

Schryver and Martin have presented 
four PhotoSafari workshops in Dayton and 
Columbus since 2008. Previous participants 
have given enthusiastic testimonial to their 
experiences.

“I think what you and John Martin are 
doing is a great service, since most people 
buy a point-and-click digital camera and 
think it’s like the disposable camera they 
bought at the grocery store. They never learn 
the real possibilities of the hardware they 
bought,” writes one participant.

Another one adds, “Your presentation 
made me comfortable with my camera. I 
even learned to set the time and date on my 
camera. Staging photos, shooting from dif-
ferent angles and lighting were most helpful 
and interesting.”

In his letter to the diocese on common 
ministry and the new mission statement for the 
diocese, Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal invites 
us to creatively share with the diocese the ways 
we are living into this mission through writing 

and art. So in addition to the personal enrich-
ment this training could provide, parishioners 
taking better pictures at church and at church 
events can benefit congregations with greater 
resources to share with the local media, as well 
as with our deaneries and the diocese. Good 
photography can improve publications, create 
more compelling websites and enhance social 
media sites -- all avenues to share our stories 
with the greater community.

Three PhotoSafari workshops will be held 
across the diocese to make it easier and more 
convenient for busy people to participate. 
Each workshop will include learning about 
the many features of your camera, tips and 
techniques to improve your photographic 
skills of candid shots, portraits and group 
photos, time allotted to take pictures and a 
session of evaluating, editing and cropping 
those photos to learn how to make them look 
their best.

Cost for the workshop is $20 to cover 
materials, refreshments and lunch. Three 
congregations will serve as regional hosts for 
the workshops: St. Barnabas, Montgomery, 
on Sept. 18, St. Philip, Circleville, on Sept. 
26 and St. Paul, Logan on Oct. 2. You can 
register online on the diocesan website under 
the Events section or search: tell your story.

By Julie murray

interchange assistant eDitor

If, as the old saying goes, a picture is 
worth a thousand words, then Eric Schryver 
has written volumes.

Schryver, a member of St. George’s, 
Dayton, spent more than 20 years telling 
the stories of the peoples’ lives through 
photography. Weddings, anniversaries, new 
babies-- he captured them all and told their 
stories through his eyes. As a profession-
al photographer, he observed the happiest 
moments of peoples’ lives and shared their 
story with his own unique vision. And now 
in retirement, he hopes to share this gift with 
fellow Episcopalians to tell their own story.

“My mission is to encourage individuals 
to tell their story and share with others how 
God’s love is revealed in their lives, begin-
ning with the best visual images possible,” 
says Schryver. “If you love photography, 
you can develop your own ministry.”

Plus, he adds, “Telling your story is help-
ing your parish.”

A few years ago, Schryver came to a 
realization that training workshops could be 
beneficial for congregations. 

“After reviewing parish websites, I found 
that some lacked quality images to introduce 
their parish to others, to describe their mis-

sion, to show parish life, 
to evangelize, to sup-
port individual testimo-
nies and to share recent 
events.  Since we digest 
so many photographs in 
just one day, I believe 
an Episcopal Church 
must post many high-
impact images on their 

websites and publicity materials to tell their 
story effectively. I’ve always enjoyed teach-
ing photography, and I have come to believe 
that photography workshops for the Episcopal 
Church and followers of Christ will be my 
ministry,” he says.

Schryver consulted with the Rev. Paul 
St. Germain, then assistant rector at St. 
George’s, to come up with a workshop that 
would help participants learn more about 
their cameras and become more willing to 
photograph events at church. He partnered 
with John Martin, a friend and photogra-
phy colleague of 20 years, to help teach 
the workshop. The first PhotoSafari was 
offered in 2008 at St. George’s. They’ve 
offered three more workshops since then, at 
St. George’s and at St. Mark’s, Columbus, 
where St. Germain is now rector.

“The workshops I’ve presented in the past 
have evolved into a structure of tell, show, 

shoot, and review. My goal has been to sim-
plify the presentation and inspire participants 
to use just (a few) techniques to improve their 
images. The satisfaction to me occurs when I 
learn that a PhotoSafari began to change the 
way an individual uses their camera,” he says.

Schryver is thrilled to offer his workshops 
in different areas across the diocese to reach 
as many Southern Ohio Episcopalians as 
possible. “We need a common ministry of 
communication,” he says. “We need to let 
people know about the Episcopal Church.” 

And while participants will gain personal 
enrichment through what they learn in the 
workshop, Schryver wants people to know 
that he’s trying to do more than to just help 
people take better vacation pictures.

“There is so much that people can do,” he 
adds. If you see something unsettling to you 
in your community, you can document it 
with photographs. Often a picture will move 
people to action in a way that words cannot. 
“People don’t realize they can change things 
through photography,” he says. 

And after 20-plus years of photography 
experience, what’s the best piece of advice 
Schryver can give? 

“Always carry your camera, either in 
your glove compartment, your purse or 
around your neck. You’ll be surprised at the 
images you’ll capture.” 

Tell your story, tell our story

Photographer develops new ministry

Join us for a 
PhotoSafari
   Learn useful camera tips and 
simple techniques to improve your 
photography skills and better tell 
our common story of mission and 
ministry at a PhotoSafari work-
shop. 
Three workshops will be offered 
across the diocese:
• Saturday, Sept. 18, 9:30 a.m. 
to 2:30 p.m. at St. Barnabas, 
Montgomery
• Sunday, Sept. 26, 12:30 to 5 
p.m. at St. Philip, Circleville
• Saturday, Oct. 2, 9:30 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. at St. Paul, Logan
   Your PhotoSafari guides, Eric 
Schryver and John Martin (two 
retired professional photographers 
with plenty of experience and 
high-impact photographs under 
their belt) will help you learn 
about the features and func-
tions of your camera, share tips 
and techniques to improve your 
photographic skills and guide you 
through evaluating, editing and 
cropping your photos to make 
them look their best.
   $20 per person includes materi-
als, refreshments and lunch. You 
should bring your camera, user 
manual, fresh batteries and a tri-
pod (if possible)
Reserve your space today! 
Register at www.diosohio.org 
(search: tell your story)

Eric Schryver

Facebook is a ministry Like us too!
Check out the diocese’s Facebook page: Search Diocese of Southern Ohio
Post comments to Bishop Breidenthal and Bishop Price on their fan 
pages: Search with their names.
Follow diocesan news on Twitter. www.twitter.com/diosohio
Subscribe to the diocesan YouTube channel (Search diosohio)

Want to set up a Facebook account for your congregation? Contact 
Richelle Thompson at rthompson@diosohio.org. The communications 
office will host an online training workshop to help you establish a social 
networking presence.   

Other communication tools: 
>> Parish administrators and anyone else who would like to make address 
changes to the diocesan database. We’ll show you how easy it is to keep 
you the list up-to-date with a one-hour virtual workshop.
>> Website: Several congregations and commissions are working with the 
diocese’s Digital Faith system. Are you interested in learning more? Please 
indicate church and whether you’ve had any training with Digital Faith. 
We’ll offer a beginner’s introduction course and a next steps class, based 
on interest. 
>> Webex: The diocese has purchased a year subscription to Webex, a 
company that hosts virtual meetings. If you are a commission chair or 
convener of a task force or group in the diocese, this service is available 
to you. If you’d like to learn more about the service, sign up for a half-hour 
demonstration.

To register for any of these workshops, send an e-mail to Richelle 
Thompson at rthompson@diosohio.org. Please indicate which classes 
you’d like to take, your church and best days/times. She will follow 
up with a class schedule.  These will be virtual meet-
ings -- so all you need is a high-speed 
Internet connection and 
a phone.

By ariel miller

interchange contriButor

For St. Andrew’s Gospel Choir, the style of 
singing is another way to proclaim the Gospel. 
A group from St. Andrew’s infused this spiritu-
ality of performing sacred music into Sweden’s 
major folk festival this summer. 

Per Olof Swing, who joined the church’s 
Gospel Choir during his year as a high school 
student in Cincinnati in 1998-99, asked St. 
Andrew’s director Jerome Johnson to attend 
and teach at the historic Delsbostamman 
(folk festival) celebrated at Midsummer in 
Sweden’s rural Halsingland Province.

“For Swedes, Gospel music is not about 
God:  it’s about American culture,” Swing 
said. “Choirs are one of the biggest free-time 
hobbies in Sweden. Swedes love to sing 
church music, but most value it as music, not 
as anything related to religion.”

At Swing’s invitation, Johnson led a Gospel 
workshop in a dazzling Baroque church July 1 
for singers who had gathered from points all 
over Scandinavia for the weekend of round-
the-clock music-making. 

Twenty three singers showed up for 
Johnson’s class eager to sing their hearts 
out. “When you opened the workshop with 
prayer, I know people were reacting, ‘Whoa!  
That’s not why I came!” Swing said after the 

workshop. “But that’s why I asked you to all 
to come: to put this music in context.”

Swing joined St. Andrew’s Choir sim-
ply because he wanted to learn more about 
Gospel music, but the warmth and friendship 
he experienced there launched him on the path 
of becoming an organist and choir director in 
the Church of Sweden. “The togetherness I 
experienced in St. Andrew’s .. I started look-
ing for when I came back here,” he explains. 
“I found that same spirit in the Free Churches 
in Sweden, but in important ways they were 
too strange for me to feel comfortable.”

So he took a fresh look at the Lutheran 
Church of Sweden, with its beautiful ancient 
churches – buildings he had previously valued 
just as concert halls. “I love sacred music 
in the acoustics of these old spaces,” he 
explains. “I began singing with the choir of 
the Cathedral in Uppsala.  The director was 
able to create the same kind of fellowship 
among the singers that I had experienced at 
St. Andrew’s.”

But, Swing said, that sense of belong-
ing and deep connection is missing in most 
Swedish congregations, with only a handful 
of worshippers sitting in the pews beyond 
the choir. “Also, I saw what the church was 
for you: the importance of church in the life 
of Americans,” he added. “That is the future 
of the Church of Sweden, if we can take the 

fellowship in the choirs and extend it to the 
family and friends of the singers.”

Swing’s revelations about the seculariza-
tion of sacred music in Sweden astonished his 
American visitors. On the eve of the festival, 
we found ourselves in a folk mass in Delsbo 
Church, with hardly a seat to be found.  Given 
the profound joy and togetherness in the sanctu-
ary, it was startling to see less than half of the 
congregation come up to receive communion.

After worship concluded, the festival musi-
cians, flourishing fiddles and folk costumes, 
processed from the doors of the church to the 
meadow where ensembles (including an a capel-
la woman’s choir singing American Spirituals) 
performed the rest of the day. That evening, 
everyone returned to church at 11 p.m., with 
the last rays of Nordic midsummer sunshine 
glowing through the stained glass, for Henning 
Sommero’s magnificent Norwegian mass: glori-
ous singing, a whole heaven of folk instruments 
and folk dancers twirling in the aisles.

But though the Americans felt spiritual-
ly included and stirred by liturgical drama, 
we recognized through the veil of Swedish 
texts that this service was a concert with 
pricey tickets: a musical communing, but no 
Communion.

Later in Stockholm, the Americans com-
pared notes with Swing. Would the experi-
ence of sharing sacred music bring some 

unexpected good to the secular Swedes?
All agreed that drawing people together to 

share music they love is the key. “That’s what 
churches have always done,” said Jerome 
Johnson. “John Wesley took popular tunes 
and made them into hymns. If you’re in 
church, you’re hearing the Gospel. The verses 
carry a testimony.  In Gospel, for example, 
‘You keep on proving yourself to me,’ or ‘God 
will make a way out of no way.”

Dianna Copeland, Johnson’s sister, added, 
“The thing about the Gospel is that it has 
catchy tunes. You keep singing it, and some 
days when you need it, the words may come 
back to you.” 

Later, talking to Swing by phone, I asked 
him if sacred music had come to his aid.

“Once so far,” he answered.  Last fall, in 
a time of tremendous personal suffering, he 
found the lyrics of a Lutheran hymn coursing 
through his mind, sustaining and comforting 
him. He sang it to me over the phone, the 
Swedish lyrics soaring with joy and strength.

I asked him the meaning, and he replied:
Look!  I will carry Your message,
So others may see it in my life.

Ariel Miller is a member of the St. Andrew’s 
Gospel Choir in Cincinnati. She and her husband 
Huxley served as host parents for exchange stu-

dent Per Olof Swing. 

St. Andrew’s musicians surprise Swedes with the Gospel in Gospel
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Where shall we put the laptop? An anxious altar guild 
member waited for my answer as she prepared for a recent 
wedding at All Saints, Portsmouth. 

Frankly, I was as baffled as the altar guild member. 
Growing up in the Episcopal Church, I can remember when 
picture taking during a wedding wasn’t allowed -- now 
someone wanted a laptop at a wedding! How would a lap-
top, front and center, fit into the Celebration and Blessing 
of a Marriage? I was dubious.

And yet, the laptop would allow the family of the 
groom, half a world away in Bulgaria, to watch as their 
son, Nickolay Markoff, married a girl from Scioto County, 
Ohio.  Certainly, to have a laptop front and center seemed 
unusual at best and intrusive at worst, but I also knew 
from talking with the young couple that family was an 
important value to both of them. So, the laptop was a tool 
for creating community. Sharing the ceremony by the use 
of technology seemed to outweigh any practice, custom 
or tradition.

 Nickolay connected with his family 
by Skype, and my husband Dick, who 
served as the deacon for the service, and 
I introduced ourselves. It was easy to feel 
the excitement and warmth of the occa-
sion, as the groom’s family gathered with 
their friends around a beautifully laid 
supper table in their home. The mood 
around the Markoff’s table in Bulgaria 
was celebratory but reverent.

 When Brandy, the bride, repeated her 
vow to Nickolay in his native tongue as 

a surprise, the family in Bulgaria and the guests and family 
in Portsmouth were awash in tears. The two communities 
supporting the couple became one in spirit, and any reser-
vations about using a laptop to share the joy of a wedding 
were easily dismissed.

When the peace was offered, the family in Bulgaria 
hugged and kissed one another, and after the bride and 

groom shared their own kiss, they stopped at the laptop 
to blow a kiss to their Bulgarian family and friends before 
they proceeded down the aisle.

After the service, many commented that the wedding 
felt particulary holy. Perhaps it was because the Spirit, who 
knows no boundaries, moved with power and might across 
land and sea to link people and cultures far and wide under 
the banner of shared love and mutual joy.

As the wedding party said goodbye to family and friends 
in Bulgaria after the ceremony, each person at the table in 
Bulgaria raised a glass of wine to toast the newly married 
couple. 

Matthew’s Gospel says to those to be married, let your 
light shine. Brandy and Nickolay added new meaning to 
those words as their shared love was beamed across the 
world.

The Rev. Sallie Schisler is priest-in-charge at Christ Church, 
Ironton. She assists at All Saints, Portsmouth.

You might think the rhythm of campus life would 
be nine months of flat-out, work-all-the-time, rela-
tionship-building 24-7 followed by three months of 
relaxation, perhaps accompanied by a beverage with a 
little umbrella. You might think that, but, sadly, you’d 
be wrong. Remembering fondly the summers of my 
youth, I assumed I’d have plenty of opportunity to 
frolic in the pool with my toddler and more time than 
books to read. Somehow I’d forgotten the summers of 
my college years when I had to work 40-hour weeks 
(or the one summer I had four jobs).

The rhythm of campus life is not what I’d expect-
ed. The academic year is indeed flat-out, work-all-
the-time. But the summer is also packed with supply 
preaching and organizational tasks I didn’t have time 
for during the year. I can hear the drum-beat, but I 
haven’t quite got the rhythm yet. Maybe with another 
year under my belt, next summer will be a time of 
restoration.

In liturgical churches like the Episcopal and 
Lutheran churches, we’re used to a certain rhythm:

We begin with a season of anticipation in Advent;
It’s followed by a brief but intense celebration in 

Christmas;
Epiphany reminds us to slow down again and turn 

towards the Light;
We enter Lent intentionally and meditatively;
The great fifty days of Easter show us the flip-side 

of the Lenten coin, filling us with rapture;
It’s followed by Pentecost and we’re sent out, no 

longer just listeners but actors;
And finally, the long green Season After Pentecost, 

helping us to live out what we’ve committed to.
It’s a glorious ebb and flow that teaches us The 

Story of God’s mighty acts. It makes sense, it has a 
pattern.

In campus ministry, that pattern doesn’t so much 
have a purpose. For one thing, the two major church 
holidays tend to fall during the two major stu-

dent holidays—Winter Break and 
Spring Break. For another, it sim-
ply doesn’t fit with the rhythms of 
campus life. But there are alterna-
tives. The idea is both to teach The 
Story from scripture and to reflect 
where the students are in their lives. 
Jay Gamelin, campus missioner at 
Jacob’s Porch in Columbus, uses 
a liturgical structure that can be 
loosely described as:

Creation—What’s new? What’s 
growing? What expectations/potential do we see?

Fall—The newness has worn off, let’s be honest 
with ourselves and how we’ve fallen short.

Redemption—How does God make us new 
again?

Restoration—To what are we being sent? Where 
have we seen God acting?

(adapted from David Kinnaman and Gabe Lyons’ 
unchristian: What a New Generation Really Thinks 
about Christianity…and Why it Matters.)

I suspect that every profession or stage of life has its 
own rhythms—maybe you slow down in the fall and 
ramp up in the winter, maybe your summer is as blissfully 
empty as I’d hoped mine would be. It seems to me that, 
like campus ministry, we need to recognize those rhythms 
and go with them rather than fighting against them. 
Maybe the question is related to how we do or do not take 
Sabbath. Practicing Sabbath, scientists say, makes us more 
productive. Which is great, but that’s not why we do it. We 
practice Sabbath to remind ourselves Whose we are. In 
paying attention to the rhythms of our lives, perhaps we 
can see Whose drum-beat we are dancing to.

The Rev. Alice Connor is the campus minister for the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church at the University of Cincinnati. 

She works at the Edge (campus ministry house) and lives in 
the middle. You can reach her at www.edge-uc.org.

PRAY THE COMMON PRAYER

Laptop: A unity candle of sorts for wedding

The Rev. 
Alice 
connoR

The Rev. 
SAllie 
SchiSleR

Notes from the edge

Three Southern Ohio musicians spent a week at the 60th annual 
Sewanee Church Music. From left to right, John Spain of St. Anne's, 
West Chester, John Glaze of St. Mary's, Hillsboro and Justin Wiget 
of All Saints, Portsmouth, gathered with choir directors, singers, 
organists and clergy to explore the ministry of music. The 150-
participants learn new choral, directing and playing techniques as 
they prepare for daily worship, Evensong and Sunday Eucharist. 
It’s an opportunity to be with colleagues and renowned church 
musicians, said Wiget, who attended for the third year. “Plus, it’s 
rare to go to a place where every conversation is about organs or 
choirs —and no one ever gets tired of it.”

Sewanee music  
conference hits  
high note(s) 
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Now and then my wife and I think about selling our house, 
getting rid of an enormous amount of stuff accumulated over 
the years and moving to a smaller place that requires less 
upkeep. Maybe a condo downtown.

There are two or three possibilities. One of them is the Nunn 
Building at Short Street and Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard, 
which has been converted from offices to living quarters. A long 
time ago it was the home of The Lexington Herald, the morn-
ing paper. The Herald moved out when it was bought by the 
evening paper, The Lexington Leader.

After that, the building was put to various uses. When I was 
in junior high school, I worked afternoons as office boy for a 
printing company located in the basement.  I can still smell the 
ink and paper and the sweet aroma of Rum and Maple pipe 
tobacco.

Upstairs was WLAP, the city’s first AM radio station. People 
joked that the letters stood for We Let Anybody Play. That was 
generally unfair, though one day I proved there was some truth 
in it.  

Here’s what happened. Because my uncle played the cornet, 
and I imitated him in everything I could, I took up the horn in 
elementary school. A teacher came to Johnson School one day 
a week to teach us the basics. As we became passably good, we 
were sent one afternoon a week across town--two buses, in all 
kinds of weather--to Henry Clay High School to practice with 

kids from other elementary schools. 
It was a big band.  I think I was some-

thing like 12th chair among the cornets and 
trumpets. Maybe farther back. Ray Rector 
was number one. Now I envied him this 
spot, though not enough to practice regu-
larly, only because it put him up front near 
the band’s director, Miss Elmquist. I was 
in love with Miss Elmquist. She was the 
reason I kept playing the cornet in the all-
city band. She was young, tall, a beautiful 

woman. When she said, “Ready people?” and raised her baton, 
I was ready. I wished and wished that she would notice me, 
far in the back just in front of the trombones. There was little 
chance; besides the distance, I didn’t play well enough or poorly 
enough to be noticed.

We were not a marching band. We played an annual con-
cert in the high school auditorium, but the rest of the time we 
rehearsed. Except once. One winter afternoon, we gathered in 
the big studio at WLAP to play a live concert. I don’t remem-
ber how many pieces we performed, but I was doing my best 
because I knew my family and, I imagined, the whole city of 
Lexington was listening. We came to “Anchors Away,” and it 
was a rousing rendition. I played with enthusiasm, and I guess 
because it felt so good, I wanted to go on, and when everyone 

else had played the last note, I played one more.
Miss Elmquist noticed me.
(If my wife and I were to live in the Nunn Building, would I 

sometimes wake in the middle of the night and smell paper and 
ink and Rum and Maple and hear the ghost of an extra note at 
the end of “Anchors Away?”)

Despite the humiliation, I continued playing the cornet, then 
the trumpet, through most of junior high before I quit. I was 
never very good, but I learned that I love to join in making  
harmony, and in high school I sang with the school choristers 
and in a quartet, and I even liked practicing because we did it 
together and made this wonderful sound.

Harmony is, I think, the sound equivalent of what the 
English Bible translates as peace. The New Testament Greek 
uses eirene, which sometimes can mean only absence of strife. 
Not quite up to the Hebrew Scriptures’ shalom, which means 
the presence of the ideal state of life. A positive, not a negative. 
It’s what St. Paul meant when he wrote of “the peace of God 
which passes understanding.”  

The heart of God is always singing to us, and the song is a 
love song. We enter the peace of God when our hearts hear and 
join in, singing in harmony.

The Rev. Bob Horine is a retired priest in the Diocese of Lexington and 
a former senior editor of Forward Movement Publications.

The Rev. 
BoB hoRine

It is natural for people to be distressed, 
even weep, when they see photographs of 
the aquatic and shoreline birds that have 
been covered with black crude oil, as a 
result of the British Petroleum Company’s 
oil rig catastrophe off the Louisiana coast. 
For months after the initial explosion and 
the sinking of the Deepwater Horizon, crude 
oil and gas still gushed from the broken drill 
pipe. 

The Earth is bleeding. The ocean is being 
polluted, marine life is dying and the human 
species seems inept in managing the emer-
gency. God has “blessed the human race 
with memory, reason and skill.” But the vital 
signs of the once-productive and gorgeous 
Gulf of Mexico, one of the largest estuaries 
in the world and a vacation and recreational 
paradise, are fading. The Earth is bleeding; 
and humanity has an unsolved crisis on 
hand.

I was transfixed by a recent photograph 
of an oil soaked pelican sitting on the gulf’s 
Louisiana shoreline. There the bird squats, 
heavy with oil burdened out-stretched wings, 
features and plumage matted and entrapped 
in black petroleum sludge. The image is 
disturbing. The distressed pelican seems to 
be gasping, crying, groaning, pleading, pray-
ing – asking the question, “Why can’t I fly? 
Why?” The pelican cries for all creation.

The image of the oil soaked pelican stands 
in stark contrast to the images of the pris-
tine pelicans that are found in the Church, 

embroidered on kneel-
ing cushions, etched in 
stained glass windows 
and included on college 
emblems. The pelican is 
an important symbol in 
the Church, reminding 
the faithful of self-sacri-
fice, the passion of Jesus 
and the blessed corpus on 
the cross.  In the medi-
eval Church, the image of 

the pelican was a symbol of both the Passion 
of Jesus and of the Eucharist. The legend is 
that a pelican who could not feed her dying 
young, wounded herself by pecking her 
breast and thereby feeding her young new 
life with her own blood.  The image reflects 
self-sacrifice, an action analogous to the self-
sacrifice of Jesus on the cross. Today, the 
image of the pelican has been incorporated 
into the emblems of Corpus Christi College 
in both Cambridge and Oxford, England. 

The pelican is an incarnate image that 
reminds us of Jesus Christ, sacrifice, the atone-
ment and resurrection life. On the other hand, 
the photograph of the desperate oil-soaked 
creature on the beach has become a graphic 
reminder of humanity’s sin of selfishness far 
removed from sacrifice.  As expressed by 
Eucharistic Prayer C, God, “you have made 
us rulers of creation. But we have turned 
against you, and betrayed your trust; and we 
have turned against one another. Have mercy, 

Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.” The 
gulf’s oil-mired ecosystem is the result of our 
collective sins that has their origins in this 
nation’s addiction to oil, uninhibited growth, 
and consumerism, as well as old-fashioned 
greed and what my Church calls hubris and 
idolatry.

Many people are weeping for God’s cre-
ation, overwhelmed by grief and sorrow for 
the pelican and the ubiquitous results of this 
tragedy in the Gulf of Mexico. But, those 
who repent, the forgiven and converted, 
can change.  The Apostle Paul, once a zeal-
ous persecutor of the people of Christ, was 
knocked off his feet by the brilliant light of 
Truth. Once the scales fell from his eyes, 
Paul was changed and continued his journey 
living and proclaiming the Way.  The greedy 
and the zealous consumer can change with 

God’s help too. The image of the oil soaked 
pelican may not knock you off your feet; but 
I hope the shock of the BP disaster will open 
your eyes. Let us use our memory, reason 
and skill in the United States to change so 
that we may turn away from dependence of 
fossil fuels. It is time to change and to begin 
to live sustainable lifestyles that will benefit 
all generations of the creation to come. The 
changes humanity needs to make will be 
indeed painful and challenging. Old habits 
will need to be broken; the desire for more 
and bigger things will need to be transformed 
to the love of less and more efficient ways 
of living. Any surplus resources need to be 
made accessible to the empty, not horded 
by the few. These and similar conversions 
will make up the process toward the fulfill-
ment of our atonement which is to establish 
a renewed creation that God once “saw that 
it was good.”

This is not a time to be distracted or 
transfixed by the mess. No. Now indeed is 
the time to become an agent of change in 
your neighborhood. It is time for humanity 
to begin our atonement for our sins against 
nature. It is time to renew and to tend to 
Eden sensibly. The pelican cries and cre-
ation groans awaiting freedom the impact 
of human greed, addiction to fossil fuel and 
unbridled consumerism.

The Rev. Frank Edmands is priest-in-charge of 
Trinity, London.

Oil-soaked pelicans: A result of sin, a call for atonement
The Rev. 
FRank
edmands

Love Song: Miss Elmquist

An oil-soaked pelican takes flight in the Gulf 
of Mexico. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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Going to summer camp is not a big 
deal for most 10- or 11-year-olds, but for 
both Chelsey Wheeler (left) and Abby 
Small (right), it was a huge deal! Both 
had signed up to attend the 4th and 5th 
grade summer camp at Procter. Chelsey 
had never really been away from home 
to stay with friends before. Both were 
nervous but the one thing that helped 
them to overcome their fear was their 
friendship. Chelsey figured if Abby was 
there then she would stay and Abby felt 
the same way.

Soon the big day arrived, and Abby 
and her grandma, Nancy Fouts, arrived 
at Cabin 2 and unpacked. Then Chelsey 
and her grandma, Kathleen Wheeler, 
arrived. The girls ended up sharing a 
room, but you could tell they were ner-
vous. 

Both grandmothers thought they 
might get a call the first night to pick 
up homesick granddaughters. The first 
night passed and no call. The second 
night came and still no call.  By the third 
day, both grandmas figured the girls were going to make it through the week and both 
were relieved.  

The week ended, and on Saturday the two grandmothers drove back to Procter to pick 
up their little campers. They were in the big main hall for the going home service with 
all the other campers and staff members. The music was loud and most of the children 
were dancing and singing. Not Abby and Chelsey: they mostly stood there, looking kind 
of sad. Come to find out, both girls had such a good time at camp that they were upset 
the week was over and they had to go home!

Reprinted excerpts from Trinity Talk, the newsletter of Trinity, Newark. 

This July, 20 youth from Southern Ohio participated in Procter Summer Camp’s annual Creation Camp 
program. Traditionally, the week-long camp is for grades 6-12 and has focused on many aspects of the creative 
arts: music, theater, dance, visual arts, as well as sports. In the past, students have chosen a particular art form 
to focus on, but this year, all of the different curriculum tracks collaborated on a central project—a musical! 

The Diocese of Southern Ohio’s youth program recently was the recipient of an original musical that was 
created and produced first in the Episcopal Church. To This Day, A Journey From Doubt to Belief is the story 
of the time from Christ’s crucifixion to his resurrection and ascension. 

During their week at Procter, campers participating in music arts learned four songs from the original musi-
cal score and explored their talents by singing solos and playing instruments. The theater arts campers each 
assumed the role of a character in the play and worked on several scripted scenes, rehearsing blocking and line 
delivery on stage. The play would not have been complete without the sets and props that the visual arts team 
created with tremendous creative vision. Six-foot tall painted set pieces were designed and completed in the 
course of mere hours. Groups collaborated daily to rehearse together.

As with any other camp at Procter, days also were filled with worship, activities, swimming and campfires. 
At the closing Eucharist, campers and staff put on the production for family and friends. With music, acting, 
costumes and sets, it was a wonder this musical had come together in the course of a week. The campers’ 
creativity and hard work teamed with the message of Christ’s abiding love and resulted in a performance that 
was entirely inspiring. 

Acts of great creativity, teamwork, faith, service and love are happening at Procter Summer Camp. It’s not 
too late to get involved! Visit: www.procter.diosohio.org.

Kelli Paul served as guest chaplain and musical director for Creation Camp. She attends Christ Church, Dayton.

In mid-July, I attended Procter Senior High Camp as a graduated senior. It was my 14th time 
-- and also my most inspiring year yet -- out in the cornfields. Each summer, the Senior High group 
dedicates a day in the week to leave a lasting mark on Procter Camp.  Our main project was the 
Stations of the Cross, designed by some of the youth attending camp that week, but my effort was 
put toward a renovation of last year’s project, the outdoor stone labyrinth. The job wasn’t easy, with 
the sun beating down on us and the stubborn weeds in our path, but as a community, this job was 
completed with time to spare and minimal sweat on our brows.

Now the labyrinth looks brand new, and we can certainly enjoy the fruits of our labors.  Every 
minute at Procter I cherish, and being able to make the place and the experience more beautiful 
is a blessing. 
The camp motto for this summer is to “Seek and Serve God.” By allowing campers to come 

together as a body of Christ, we can do wonderful things, especially on the camp grounds we truly 
adore. The project was a success, all because we could work together, benefit from Christ in each other, and give back 
to the place we love: Procter.

Hannah Teetor graduated from Walnut Hills High School this year. She attends St. Timothy’s, Anderson Twp. 

Procter: My favorite cornfield
 
Posthole digging, daily Eucharist, no cell phones -- exact-

ly what the average teenager would want in a week away 
from home, right? Here’s the catch: people who attend and 
staff Procter Camp aren’t average, by any stretch of the word. 
The Procter community is so magnificently unique because the 
people in it legitimately care about everything in their Procter 
life: the people, the camp itself, and the God that brought it all to 
fruition. This summer’s theme was “to seek and serve Christ in 
all people,” and how rare and beautiful it is to be able to say that 
everyone did! By the end of the week, everyone there had formed 
a bond in one week that would’ve taken six months back home. 

And it’s because people at Procter care. They care enough about 
their campsite that they would 

spend two hours in 95-degree weather dig-
ging postholes to insert Stations of the Cross 
around the lake, so people can pray them in 
years to come. They care enough about their 
God that they want to worship him daily in 
Eucharist and song. They care enough about 
the people around them that they sacrifice 
contact with the outside world for a week, 
just to grow in friendship with one another. 
Still having trouble guessing why it’s my favor-
ite cornfield? Didn’t think so.

Janie Simonton attends St. Patrick’s, Lebanon. 
She will be a high school senior. 

Big adventure for first-time campers

Campers, staff perform “To this Day”

Enjoying the fruits of our labors
Janie 
Simonton

Hannah 
Teetor

Senior high campers designed and 
built Stations of the Cross around 
the lake.

ProCter CamP: to seek and serve Christ in all PeoPle



A MISSION MINUTE 
Lent is on the way. It’s time for each of us to find that “extra” discipline to prepare for the Lenten season.’

Perhaps one of the activities in your parish could use extra help.  Or your food pantry could use more food. 
Are there shut-ins who could use a visit with updates on church activities?

Maybe all you need to do is to smile at everyone; bring them into your personal space.  
Make them part of your day.  Be a missionary to everyone you see.  Christ is counting on you.

Most of all - PRAY! Pray for each other, for your parish, for the diocese, for our new president and for all of 
God’s family.
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Welcome home
Carole Miller and editor Dick Schmidt move boxes into the refur-

bished offices on the third floor of Diocesan House, the new home 
of Forward Movement Publications.
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CALENDAR REST IN PEACE

vISITATIoNS

The Rev. Harry Wiley Ralph, a longtime priest of the diocese, died June 10. He was 
89. 

Born in Delaware, Ralph graduated from The Virginia Theological Seminary and entered 
the priesthood in 1951. He served at All Saints, Portsmouth, from 1957-63, then as rector of 
Ascension & Holy Trinity, Wyoming, for 23 years.  He also served as interim rector at St. 
Patrick’s, Lebanon, from 1986-95 and as chaplain to the retired clergy and spouses in the 
1990s.

He is survived by his wife of 63 years, Rebecca, and their four daughters; Sarah, Susan, 
Sandra and Stephanie, eight grandchildren and a sister. A memorial service was held July 
16 at Ascension & Holy Trinity. In lieu of flowers, please make a donation to the Rector’s 
Discretionary Fund in care of Ascension & Holy Trinity, 334 Burns Ave., Cincinnati 45215-
4320, or St. Patrick’s, 232 E. Main St., Lebanon 45036-2230. 

Susannah Mallery Rank, a leader in the diocese’s parish health ministry, died May 28. 
She was 69. 

A graduate of the University of Rochester, she pursued a career as a psychiatric nurse. 
Following retirement, she joined the staff of St. Timothy’s, Anderson Township, as Health 
& Wellness Coordinator. She initiated many programs to improve the health of the body and 
of the spirit. Through her efforts, the healing ministry was initiated at St. Timothy’s. She also 
provided leadership in the area of parish health ministry for the Diocese of Southern Ohio.

She was the wife of Paul Rank, also an active leader of the diocese. Other survivors 
include her sons, Daniel, Benjamin and Jeremy; stepchildren, Paul and Patricia; her mother, 
Helen; brother John; and seven grandchildren. Memorials to St. Timothy’s, 8101 Beechmont 
Ave., Cincinnati 45255-3196.  

George A. Edwards, who helped guide diocesan finances for more than half a century, 
died July 13. He was 84.

He joined the U.S. Marine Corps when he was 17 and remained in the reserves for nearly 
three decades, retiring as a lieutenant colonel. He worked for 35 years as a stockbroker with 
Merrill Lynch. In 2006, diocesan convention honored Mr. Edwards for his long service to the 
diocese, including 20 years as a trustee of the diocese and member of the finance committee 
and 35 years as a director for the Church Foundation board.

Survivors include his wife, Marilyn; children, David, Donald and Jill; and seven grand-
children. Services were held July 16 at St. Timothy’s. Memorials to: St. Timothy’s, 8101 
Beechmont Ave., Cincinnati 45255-3196; or Hospice of Cincinnati, P.O. Box 633597, 
Cincinnati 45263-3597.

CLERgy AND 
CoNgREgATIoNS

August
29 Bishop Price      St. Matthew, Westerville

September
5 Bishop Price      St. John, Worthington

12  Bishop Breidenthal    St. Andrew, Pickerington
  
19 House of Bishops

26 Bishop Breidenthal    St. Michael and All Angels, Portland, OR

New calls within the diocese: The Rev. Eric Miller as new rector of Ascension & Holy 
Trinity, Wyoming; the Rev. Darrin Elin as new rector of St. Thomas, Terrace Park; the 
Rev. Ronald DelBene as interim dean of Christ Church Cathedral; and the Rev. Ben T.S. 
Phillips as new rector of St. George, Dayton. 

New calls outside the diocese: The Rev. Rob Baldwin, rector of St. James, Piqua, for 
eight years, has accepted a call to serve in Lawrence, Kansas. The Rev. Joan Grant has 
accepted a call to serve Christ Church, Kalispell, Montana. The Rev. Alton Plummer is 
rector of Grace, Willoughby, in the Diocese of Ohio.

Resignations: The Rev. Joe Redmond from St. Francis, Springboro, the Rev. Carolyn 
Keck from St. Edward’s, Whitehall; and the Rev. Stocky Wulsin of St. Andrew’s, Evanston.

Staff, chaplain changes
Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal has named David Robinson as director finance and a full-

time member of diocesan senior staff. Robinson had been serving in an interim capacity after 
the death of Chris Stires. David has contributed greatly with his expertise in finance and with 
his faith-filled approach to serving the people of the diocese. 

The bishop has hired Harry White as facilities coordinator for Procter. He will oversee 
the daily maintenance and operation of the buildings, equipment and site utilities.  

The bishop also has appointed the Rev. Leslie Flemming and the Rev. Bill Scrivener 
as joint chaplains to clergy spouses and partners. Flemming is priest-in-charge of St. 
Peter’s, Gallipolis, and Scrivener is senior director of pastoral care at Cincinnati Children’s 
Hospital.

                    
Carolyn Sargent, St. Mark’s, Dayton, has been named as com-

mander of American Legion’s General Daniel “Chappie” James 
Post 776. Sargent is a retired Master Sergeant from the US Air 
Force.

Nicholas Bideler, Christ Church Cathedral’s associate direc-
tor of music, will leave his position of two years on Aug. 22. 
Having completed his master’s degree in organ performance at the 
University of Cincinnati’s College-Conservatory of Music, he is 
moving from Cincinnati to pursue a doctorate in church music at 
the University of Kansas.

Gary and Gail Benesh of St. Paul, Greenville, have been selected 
by the Ladybug Garden Club and the Ohio Association of Garden 
Clubs, Inc. for the residential landscaping award for “Outstanding 
Achievement in Design and Maintenance of Residential Property 
and Community Beautification.”
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Cincinnati East
A team from St. Timothy’s, Anderson Twp., came in sec-

ond in the 18th annual spelling bee sponsored by the Literacy 
Council of Clermont and Brown Counties. Parishioners 
Connie Bollinger, Tom Amrine and Rob Hampton comprised 
the winning combination. Parishioner Robin Webster com-
peted with the Literacy Council’s team, which came in first in 
the 21-round event. Business and community groups compete 
in the annual spelling bee, which is one of the biggest fundrais-
ing events for the Literacy Council.

Dayton
The Great Movies of Faith film series at St. Andrew, 

Dayton, includes the showing of four movies about faith with 
a discussion following. Two dates remain in the series. On 
Wednesday, Aug. 4, the featured film is The Apostle, a 2008 
film starring Robert Duvall as an evangelical preacher who 
kills his assistant in a fit of rage after discovering he was hav-
ing an affair with his wife. This showing starts at 6:15 p.m. 
On Sunday, August 15, the film Thais will be shown after the 
9:30 a.m. service with lunch provided at intermission. Based 
on a novel of the same name, the film is a Metropolitan Opera 
extravaganza about an early Christian monk who travels to the 
great city of Alexandria and is convinced he can turn around 
the life of a glamorous courtesan. For more information about 
the film series, call the church at 937.278.7345.

The Dayton Episcopal Community Garden has been planted 
at St. Margaret’s, Trotwood. The produce harvested will go 
to the deanery food pantry located at St. Andrew’s. Volunteers 
are needed for the upkeep of the garden and for harvesting 
the vegetables. If you would like to donate time, supplies or 
money, or would just like more information about the com-
munity garden, contact Maureen Boyles at mv_boyles@
yahoo.com.

St. Paul’s, Dayton, parishioners Clara and Ingrid Hofeldt 
are organizing Giving Strings, a fundraiser that benefits many 
Dayton area children’s charities. Student and amateur strings 
players are invited to play. Rehearsal will be held at St. Paul’s 
on Friday, Aug. 6 at 7 p.m. The concert will be held at Shafor 
Park at 7 p.m. on Saturday, Aug. 7. Donations collected at the 

free concert benefit such organizations as the Food Bank, 
Daybreak and Project Read. If you would like more infor-
mation, call the church at 937.293.1154 to be put in touch 
with the Hofeldts.

For several years, St. Mark’s, Dayton, has sup-
ported Camp Courageous, a service of Hospice of Miami 
County. Camp Courageous is a special, healing camp 
experience for children who have suffered the loss of a 
loved one, such as a parent or sibling. St. Mark’s parish-
ioners support this ministry by creating, sewing and 
providing specially made pillows which are given to the 
campers. The pillows can be embraced by the children 
as they talk about their loved ones and begin to heal. The 
children can then take the pillows home with them at the 
end of camp. If you are interested in getting involved in 
this compassionate outreach project, contact the church 
at 937.256.1082.

Columbus
Get out your grilling tongs and antacids, because the third 

annual Grillin’ Festival and Chili Cook-off is coming soon! 
Lots of food, fun and best chili bragging rights are on the 
menu for this popular family event, sponsored by the Dinner 
with Friends ministry at St. Patrick’s, Dublin. The Grillin’ 
Festival and Chili Cook-off will be held on Saturday, Aug. 
14 from 4:30 to 8:30 p.m. on the north lot at St. Patrick’s. 
For more information, call the church at 614.766.2664.

Miami River
Trinity, Hamilton, participated in this year’s Hamilton 

Fourth of July parade with a float and lots of kids and adults 
walking along. Everyone stayed after services and enjoyed 
a grill-out while they waited for the parade to start.

The annual rummage sale at St. Patrick’s, Lebanon, will 
be held Aug. 20-21. Lots of gently used furniture, clothing, 
toys, games, CDs, movies, home décor, kitchenware, sports 
equipment, lawn and garden equipment, artwork, crafts, 
books and small electronics will be available for some great 
prices. The sale runs from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Friday, Aug. 20 
and Saturday, Aug. 21. For more information, call the church 
at 513.932.7691.

Northwest
The annual camp auction at Epiphany, Urbana, raised 

more than $3,000 to send children and families to camp at 
Procter this summer. Auctioneers Ed Hardin, Art Baer and the 
Rev. Tim West made bargains galore for all the bidders, and 
past campers and the Rev. Nancy Hardin told stories about 
their camp experiences and led the crowd in camp songs.

Our Saviour, Mechanicsburg, revived the custom of High 
School Baccalaureate by holding a service on May 27. Eleven 
seniors and their families attended. Bagpipers from the Urbana 
Fire Division led the procession, and several student parishio-
ners provided music, read the lessons and led the Litany.

The ninth annual Neighborhood Fair at Christ Church, 
Springfield, will be held Saturday, Aug. 28 from 4 to 6 p.m.  Each 
year, Christ Church reaches out to the neighboring community 
by offering an afternoon of games, crafts, food, prizes and fun 
to make a connection with their neighbors. Local social service 
organizations also set up information tables. The Freecycle area 
is a popular part of the fair. Like a yard sale, lots of gently used 
clothes, toys, small appliances and the like are available—but for 
free! For more information about the Neighborhood Fair, call the 
church at 937.323.8651.

The annual Hog Roast at St. Paul’s, Greenville, will be held 
Saturday, Sept. 11 from 5 to 8 p.m. The event is held in conjunc-
tion with the annual car show in Greenville, so if you go to the 
show, stop by before or after for some great food! Pork sand-
wiches, baked beans, coleslaw and delicious Texas sheet cake are 
all on the menu. Tickets are $6 in advance, $7 at the door. Children 
12 and under are just $3. Call the church at 937.548.5575 for more 
information or to order advance tickets.

Scioto
Christ Church, Ironton, and All Saints, Portsmouth, 

teamed up with Calvary, Ashland, for several summer and 
spring events. On the Fourth of July, parishioners from the 
three congregations gathered for Evening Prayer and a carry-
in dinner before watching fireworks together on the banks of 
the Ohio River in Ashland. In August, the three congregations 
held a joint, outdoor Sunday worship service, followed by a 
picnic and games.

Around the Diocese items are culled from congregation newletters, websites and Facebook pages and written by Julie Murray. For more information about the events or programs, contact the person listed or the congregation. 
Please make sure the diocese is on your mailing list. Send newsletters to Julie Murray, Diocese of Southern Ohio, 412 Sycamore St., Cincinnati, OH 45202. 

Not mass mailing your newsletters anymore? Please add the diocese to your electronic mailing list. Email your newsletter to jmurray@diosohio.org and rthompson@diosohio.org.
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August
7 – ECSF Community ministry and grants workshop at Procter center, 10 a.m. Contact: 
Ariel Miller at 513.221.0547.
10 – Deadline for September Interchange. Contact: Richelle Thompson at 800.582.1712 
ext. 150.
11-14 – Family Camp III at Procter center.
12-14 – The Great Episcopal Tour de Ohio Bike Ride. Columbus to Cincinnati and back. 
Contact: the Rev. Stephen Smith at revd.up@att.net.
14 – Safe Church training at St. Anne, West Chester, 9 a.m. Lunch is on your own at local 
eateries. Register online at diosohio.org or by calling Geri McDaniel at 800.582.1712 ext 
105. Contact: The Rev. Fred Shirley at 614.882.9038.
18 – Commission on Congregational Life meets at Procter center, 10 a.m. Contact: Janice 
West at 937.278.2249.
21 – Safe Church training at St. Paul, Dayton, 10 a.m. No cost; lunch will be ordered in at 
participant expense. See registration info above.
27-29 – School for Ministry at Procter center. Contact: Kay Sturm at 800.582.1712 ext. 136.
28 – Liturgy and Music Commission meets at Trinity, Columbus, 10 a.m. Contact: the 
Rev. Heather Wiseman at 513.474.4445.

September
1 – Congregational audits due
6 – Diocesan offices closed for Labor Day holiday
7 – Executive staff meets at Diocesan House, 10 a.m.
9 – Clergy Day at Procter center, 10 a.m. Important discussions about mission share and 
the diocesan budget. No cost but register online to reserve space.
10 – Common Ministry teams overnight at Procter center. Contact: the Rev. Canon Karl 
Ruttan at 800.582.1712.
11 – Fundraising for Local Congregations workshop at Christ Church, Springfield, 9:30 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Contact: Jim Edgy at jedgy@cinci.rr.com.
13 – Safe Church Training at Indian Hill Church, 6 to 9 p.m. No cost; a light dinner will 
be served. This is a two-part training. Training also will be held Sept. 20, 6 to 9 p.m. You 
must attend both sessions to complete the training. See registration info above.
15 – Deadline for Mission Share Review requests.
15 - Commission on Congregational Life meets at Procter center, 10 a.m. Contact: Janice 
West at 937.278.2249.
16 – Fresh Start for clergy at Procter center, 9:30 a.m. Contact: the Rev. Canon Anne Reed 
at 800.582.14712.
17-18 – DioS Companion meditative retreat at Procter center. Contact: the Rev. Linda 
Young at youngmlinda@gmail.com.
24-26 – SOLLI weekend at Procter center. Contact: Kay Sturm at 800.582.1712 ext. 136.
26 - Safe Church training at St. Timothy’s, Cincinnati, 6 to 9 p.m. This is a two-part training. 
Training also will be held Oct. 3, 6 to 9 p.m. You must attend both sessions to complete the 
training. See registration info above
30 – Deadline for November (convention) Interchange. Contact: Richelle Thompson at 
800.582.1712 ext. 150.

Mark it down
October 8-9: Mountain Grace conference sponsored by Episcopal Appalachian 

Ministries at Washington Community College in Marietta.
October 23: The Episcopal Church Women’s fall conference will explore “Women in 

the Vineyard.” Keynoter is Robin Holland of St. Philip’s, Columbus. Conference will run 
from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at Procter center. 
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Staff, chaplain changes
Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal has named David Robinson as director finance and a full-

time member of diocesan senior staff. Robinson had been serving in an interim capacity after 
the death of Chris Stires. David has contributed greatly with his expertise in finance and with 
his faith-filled approach to serving the people of the diocese. 
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Peter’s, Gallipolis, and Scrivener is senior director of pastoral care at Cincinnati Children’s 
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7 – ECSF Community ministry and grants workshop at Procter center, 10 a.m. Contact: 
Ariel Miller at 513.221.0547.
10 – Deadline for September Interchange. Contact: Richelle Thompson at 800.582.1712 
ext. 150.
11-14 – Family Camp III at Procter center.
12-14 – The Great Episcopal Tour de Ohio Bike Ride. Columbus to Cincinnati and back. 
Contact: the Rev. Stephen Smith at revd.up@att.net.
14 – Safe Church training at St. Anne, West Chester, 9 a.m. Lunch is on your own at local 
eateries. Register online at diosohio.org or by calling Geri McDaniel at 800.582.1712 ext 
105. Contact: The Rev. Fred Shirley at 614.882.9038.
18 – Commission on Congregational Life meets at Procter center, 10 a.m. Contact: Janice 
West at 937.278.2249.
21 – Safe Church training at St. Paul, Dayton, 10 a.m. No cost; lunch will be ordered in at 
participant expense. See registration info above.
27-29 – School for Ministry at Procter center. Contact: Kay Sturm at 800.582.1712 ext. 136.
28 – Liturgy and Music Commission meets at Trinity, Columbus, 10 a.m. Contact: the 
Rev. Heather Wiseman at 513.474.4445.

September
1 – Congregational audits due
6 – Diocesan offices closed for Labor Day holiday
7 – Executive staff meets at Diocesan House, 10 a.m.
9 – Clergy Day at Procter center, 10 a.m. Important discussions about mission share and 
the diocesan budget. No cost but register online to reserve space.
10 – Common Ministry teams overnight at Procter center. Contact: the Rev. Canon Karl 
Ruttan at 800.582.1712.
11 – Fundraising for Local Congregations workshop at Christ Church, Springfield, 9:30 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Contact: Jim Edgy at jedgy@cinci.rr.com.
13 – Safe Church Training at Indian Hill Church, 6 to 9 p.m. No cost; a light dinner will 
be served. This is a two-part training. Training also will be held Sept. 20, 6 to 9 p.m. You 
must attend both sessions to complete the training. See registration info above.
15 – Deadline for Mission Share Review requests.
15 - Commission on Congregational Life meets at Procter center, 10 a.m. Contact: Janice 
West at 937.278.2249.
16 – Fresh Start for clergy at Procter center, 9:30 a.m. Contact: the Rev. Canon Anne Reed 
at 800.582.14712.
17-18 – DioS Companion meditative retreat at Procter center. Contact: the Rev. Linda 
Young at youngmlinda@gmail.com.
24-26 – SOLLI weekend at Procter center. Contact: Kay Sturm at 800.582.1712 ext. 136.
26 - Safe Church training at St. Timothy’s, Cincinnati, 6 to 9 p.m. This is a two-part training. 
Training also will be held Oct. 3, 6 to 9 p.m. You must attend both sessions to complete the 
training. See registration info above
30 – Deadline for November (convention) Interchange. Contact: Richelle Thompson at 
800.582.1712 ext. 150.

Mark it down
October 8-9: Mountain Grace conference sponsored by Episcopal Appalachian 

Ministries at Washington Community College in Marietta.
October 23: The Episcopal Church Women’s fall conference will explore “Women in 

the Vineyard.” Keynoter is Robin Holland of St. Philip’s, Columbus. Conference will run 
from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at Procter center. 



              DRINK THE COMMON CUP

A MISSION MINUTE 
Lent is on the way. It’s time for each of us to find that “extra” discipline to prepare for the Lenten season.’

Perhaps one of the activities in your parish could use extra help.  Or your food pantry could use more food. 
Are there shut-ins who could use a visit with updates on church activities?

Maybe all you need to do is to smile at everyone; bring them into your personal space.  
Make them part of your day.  Be a missionary to everyone you see.  Christ is counting on you.

Most of all - PRAY! Pray for each other, for your parish, for the diocese, for our new president and for all of 
God’s family.
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        Answering the call
During June, the Diocese of Southern Ohio welcomed new lay leaders, deacons and priests. 

 The journey to these milestones was long: Each person committed to prayerfully discern his or her call to ministry – lay or ordained. 
Formation required weekends at Procter or years of seminary. And within the graduation and ordination services, each person committed to 

a life of serving others and of listening – and answering God’s call.

WebBonus:  
Visit www.diosohio.org
˃ Listen to the sermon preached by Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal dur-
ing the ordination to the priesthood on June 19, 2010. It explores com-
mon ministry and common call.
˃ Read the sermon preached by the Rev. Canon Karl Ruttan during the 
ordination to the diaconate on June  12. The sermon explores changing 
perspective to God’s call. 

School for Diaconal Ministries graduates: Susan Kennedy (spiritual director), Fred McGavran, Chris 
Parsons, Canon Karl Ruttan. 

Southern Ohio Lay 
Leadership Initiative 
graduates and staff: 
Second row: l to r: 
Theorphlis Borden 
(coordinator), Canon 
Karl Ruttan, Wendell 
Mulford (coordina-
tor) Christine Carter, 
Jamie Anderson, Carl 
Beckman, Marsha 
Callow (coordinator) 
First row: John Watson, 
Summer Watts, Edith 
Bowen-Carr, Elizabeth 
Barker, David Jones, 
Elizabeth Bartley 
(absent- Thomas Miller, 
Diane Gentner, Margaret 
Springer-Lobbes)

Photos by Carl Beckman

Below: Susan Kennedy, spiritual director for the School for 
Diaconal Ministries, addresses the congregation.

Bishop Kenneth L. Price Jr. poses with Education for Ministry gradu-
ates: Mary Oehler, Robert Cantor and Sue MacKellar.
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Bishop Breidenthal presents the Holy Bible to the newly ordained deacon, the Rev. Justin Lanier.

The Rev. 
Fred 
McGavran, 
newly 
ordained 
deacon, 
prepares the 
table for the 
first time.

The Rev. Brian 
Turner, , newly 
ordained dea-
con, offers the 
cup during 
the celebra-
tion of the 
Eucharist.

Bishop Breidenthal presents a Bible to the Rev. TJ Azar 
during the ordination to the priesthood service at St. 
Anne’s, West Chester.

The Rev. Linda Young offers a blessing. 

Priests of the Diocese of Southern Ohio lay hands on the candidates 
as Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal ordains them as priests in God’s 
church.

The newly ordained priests offer blessings after the service.

Photos by Julie Murray
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Are there shut-ins who could use a visit with updates on church activities?

Maybe all you need to do is to smile at everyone; bring them into your personal space.  
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By Jane young

Interchange contrIButor

The ladies of St. Luke’s, Marietta, have been busy sewing 
little dresses for girls in Haiti. They teamed up with a group 
from Grace, Mansfield, led by Betty Diemer. So far almost 
50 dresses are ready to send. Since this project began a few 
months ago, nine churches of various denominations and at 
least 36 individuals have started sewing the little dresses, add-
ing to the dresses already made. Diemer has now partnered 
with the Rev. Jean Lenord Quatorze, a priest in The Episcopal 
Church in Haiti.  Quatorze oversees 10 schools in the Gros 
Morne area of Haiti. Gently used or new boys’ clothing, sizes 4 
through 12, has been added to the clothing sent to the children. 

The little cotton sun dresses for the girls and the short sleeve 
shirts or t-shirts and shorts, made of at least 75% cotton for the 
boys, are good for the hot weather in Haiti. 

The dresses can be made from pillow cases or yardage. 

Patterns are available online at www.sewingwithnancy.
com. The idea for the dresses started with Little Dresses 
for Africa. A smocked version for the dress is available at 
www.everythingsewing.net. Photos of the dresses, includ-
ing the dresses made by the ladies of St. Luke’s, is available 
at www.gracemansfield.org. Tags have been placed on the 
dresses to indicate the size and where the dresses were made. 
The St. Luke’s tag is heart shaped, inscribed with the nota-
tion, “Made by the ladies of St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, 
Marietta, Ohio.” 

For more information contact Jane Young at janey-
oung720@yahoo.com. Donations of dresses, yardage, or 
boys shirts and shorts will be gratefully received and sent on 
the children at the Episcopal schools in Haiti.

Mission 
opportunities
From Table to Transformation: As job loss and fore-

closures continue to pile up, it’s more crucial than ever to 
combine Gospel courage with rigorous practicality. Join 
us for inspiration and tactics at ECSF’s summer workshop 
Aug. 7 at Procter Camp & Conference Center. The morn-
ing is designed for anyone striving for high-impact com-
munity ministry and the afternoon for grantseekers. You’re 
welcome to attend either or both sessions. The workshop is 
free – if you’re coming for lunch, please bring $9 or pay 
online. To sign up, register online at www.ecsfsoutherno-
hio.org/GrantseekersWorkshop2010 or call Ariel Miller at 
513.221.0547.

ECSF grant proposals due Sept. 15: Any Episcopal 
congregation in this diocese is eligible to apply to ECSF for 
grants to aid your community ministry in 2011. The typical 
grant is $2-$3,000. Visit our website at www.ecsfsouther-
nohio.org to download the proposal instructions and see 
what kinds of programs were funded this year, or call Ariel 
at the number above and she will mail you a copy. 

Get rolling: Join the Great Episcopal Tour de Ohio Bike 
Ride Aug. 12-14. Ride from Columbus to Cincinnati and 
back on the scenic rail-to-trail pathways to raise money for 
Episcopal Relief & Development. Bikers will ride from 
Columbus to Waynesville on day one and stay overnight 
with hosts in the Dayton area. On day two, they will ride 
to Cincinnati and back to Waynesville, staying again with 
Dayton hosts and eating dinner with the people of St. 
Mary’s, Waynesville. On the third day, bikers will return 
to Columbus. Minimum entry fee is $100 but bikers are 
encouraged to seek donations. For more information, con-
tact: The Rev. Stephen Smith at revd.up@att.net  

Work-Day at the Edge House: We’re gearing up for 
another great year of campus ministry at the University 
of Cincinnati, and we need your help!Pack your work 
gloves and bring a friend to the Second Annual Work-Day 
at the Edge, Aug. 28 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. We’ll be pull-
ing weeds, splitting plants, painting, wiring, cleaning, and 
decorating--there’s something for everyone! Lunch will be 
provided for all volunteers. Speaking of which, would you 
like to provide lunch for the volunteers? Please RSVP to 
Alice Connor at pastor@edge-uc.org.

By the rev. Frank edmands

Interchange contrIButor

Some people say success is all about location, location, 
location. This year the site for the organic vegetable garden 
at Procter Camp & Conference Center has moved to a 
new location closer to the lake. This location offers good 
access to water and rich soil, two very important elements 
for a productive garden.  The success of the garden is also 
enhanced by a dedicated group volunteers from neighbor-
ing Trinity Church, London.  Admittedly, the planting 
started late this season, but because of a dedicated and hard 
working crew, the soil was tilled and the vegetable starts 
and seeds were planted. The Procter kitchen is now able to 
serve from the garden fresh tomatoes, cantaloupe, squash, 
peppers, summer corn and beans. 

Through the efforts of Trinity’s Junior Warden, Scott 
Preston, a portable water pump and a 250 gallon water tank 
were procured to service the garden. During the hot spell 
at the beginning of July, this was a critical achievement!  
Preston was delighted when he saw the late corn spouting 
and joyfully proclaimed, “We’re farmers!”  Today, the veg-
gies are green and standing strong, and the small band of 
Episcopal farmers from London is proud of their labor.

Tending the garden is a daily commitment in prayer and 
care. We pray for the vegetables to flourish; we serve by water-

ing and weeding, a chore that seems to never end.  Trinity 
invites everyone to see and sit by the garden by the north end 
of the lake.  It is a great spot to meditate on the wonder of God’s 
gift of abundance, the fruits of loving care.  

Also, do not hesitate to pull a weed or two and more and 
get your hands dirty in God’s good soil.

Trinity prays, cares for Procter garden

St. Luke’s: Haiti children clothed with love

Some of the donated dresses made by members of St. 
Luke’s, Marietta, and other churches. 

After filling the tank with lake water, Taylor and Katie 
Preston drive the tractor to the garden to begin watering.   

The Dios Companions are an ad hoc group called together by 
the Rev. Canon Karl Ruttan in 2008 to attend to the spirituality 
needs of adults in the diocese. This volunteer group consists of 
lay and ordained women and men who have a personal or profes-
sional interest in furthering spiritual growth -- in both others and 
themselves. The group agreed that what is most important to do as 
Christians and Episcopalians during these difficult times is to pray. 
In this regard, each member of the Companions agrees to pray for 
the needs of the diocese daily. In addition, the group is commit-
ted to making available more opportunities for quiet prayer and 
reflection through sponsoring events that include topics of personal 
spirituality as well as opportunities to pray and reflect as a group.

The Rev. Linda Young is the newly appointed convener of the 
steering committee of the Companions. In its second year, the 

steering committee wants to make the offerings of the group more 
visible and accessible to the people in the diocese. They also plan 
and deliver the retreat offerings of the group, which include one 
overnight retreat each year and several afternoon days of reflection. 
These events are open to all adults in the diocese and are a good 
way to try out a retreat if you have never been on one before. 

The next event is an overnight retreat at Procter Camp & 
Conference Center that begins the evening of Sept. 17. It will 
include sharing by several Companion members and reflection 
time as well as optional group discussion time. It will conclude 
with a Eucharist the afternoon of Sept. 18. If you are interested in 
getting involved in Dios Companions or being included on the 
e-mail list to be informed about upcoming events, contact Young 
at youngmlinda@gmail.com.

Dios Companions engage the Spirit

Events
Parish Health Ministry to host diabetes education event 

Learn about treating diabetes and health ways to control the disease when Episcopal Retirement 
Homes’ Parish Health Ministry hosts “Diabetes – An Epidemic: Tools for Reducing the Risk.” The 
conference will be held at St. John, 700 High Street, Worthington on Aug. 7. Diabetic screenings and 
blood pressure screenings will be available for all who attend. 

With diabetes – the world’s seventh leading cause of death – reaching epidemic proportions in 
the United States, keynote speaker Armanda Brunicardi will present attendees with an overview of 
diabetes and pre-diabetes. She will also provide insight into ways to decrease the risk of developing 
diabetes and ways to control its damaging side effects. 

Following Brunicardi’s discussion, Carrie Rasmussen of Whole Foods Market will demonstrate 
ways to cook healthy meals. She will also show how plant-based nutrition helps to fight disease. 

To register, please go to www.parishhealthministry.com or call Ellen Schneider at 800.835.5768, 
ext. 4545. 

Bexley alumni host first gathering
Calling all Bexley Hall Seminary Alumni! The First Annual Bexley Hall Alumni gathering will 

be held in Columbus Sept. 28-30.  
Since Bexley Hall Seminary has been housed on various campuses over the years, contact 

information is scattered at best and incomplete at worst. They are striving to get contact informa-
tion complete in order that as many alumni are notified of this important event and so that no one is 
overlooked or omitted. 

Please send your contact information consisting of your name, year of graduation, address, phone 
number and e-mail as soon as possible to: alumni@bexley.edu or phone Bexley Hall Seminary at 
614.231.3095. And alumni: Mark the date now and plan to spend time with fellow Bexley graduates.

Spiritual Courage: Cultivating the mystical heart
The Transfiguration Center on the grounds of the Episcopal convent in Glendale offers a week-

end retreat that will explore spiritual courage. It will draw on the early desert tradition of spirituality, 
which cultivated “purity of heart,” allowing spiritual leaders to share their insights of compassion 
and wisdom. Voices from later mystical traditions will encourage participants to adopt practes from 
contemplative life that will help people to make wise choices from a place of inner clarity.

Retreat director Gillian Ahlgren is professor of theology and Christian spirituality at Xavier University. 
She is the author of numerous books and articles on the Christian mystical tradtion and lectures regularly 
on figures such as Teresa of Avila, Juilan of Norwich and Francis and Clare of Assisi. 

The retreat dates are Sept. 17-19. Cost for the weekend is $175-200. Limited scholarships are 
available. Information: 513.771.5291.

PledgeConnect: Online giving
In an effort to assist congregations in their stewardship needs, the Diocese of Southern Ohio 

has partnered with PledgeConnect to offer a low-cost solution to accepting electronic donations.  
Additionally, the diocese has graciously offered to cover the initial set up cost. PledgeConnect is host-
ing informational webinars Sept. 14, 16, 21 and 23 at 3:30 p.m. Topics will include: PledgeConnect 
Features (reporting, maintenance, customization); how eGiving can reduce costs; tips on promoting 
e-Giving; and plans for introducing e-Giving to the congregation. 

To register or learn more, contact Tony Burns at 513.395.9488 or tony.burns@pledgeconnect.com. 
Formation
Believe OUT LOUD workshop at Procter

IntergrityUSA will sponsor a Believe OUT LOUD workshop for Province V at Procter center 
Aug. 27-28. The workshop is for any Episcopalian who wants to learn how they can help make their 
parish and diocese become more welcoming and affirming of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender 
folk. Current and prospective chapter leaders and diocesan organizers are especially encouraged to 
register. There is no cost for the workshop, lodging rates are $70 per person per night (single occu-
pancy) and $49 per person per night (double occupancy). 

Information: Neil Houghton at neil@integrityusa.org
News

Grace Church hosts Bridezilla wedding
 When Grace Church, College Hill, began offering its sanctuary to the broader commu-

nity for weddings, they didn’t expect to make national TV. Last summer, a goth-oriented 
bride chose Halloween for her wedding date and chose Grace Church for the wedding 
because it looked … “gothic.” It wasn’t until later that the church discovered that the reality 
TV program Bridezilla would be filming the wedding and its preparations. 

Grace Church wedding coordinator Florence Poyer had some misgivings, but the “Andrea and Ivy” 
episode, which airs on the WE channel, revealed that all of the fireworks happened before the service, 
and the wedding itself was quite lovely. Scores of white candles on the high altar illuminated the front 
of the church and remained to enhance the regular All Saints service the following Sunday.

You can see a 90-second excerpt showing Grace Church at http://tinyurl.com/bridezillagrace. 

Diocese prepares for church-wide health plan
Last year’s 76th General Convention approved Resolution A177 that calls for the imple-

mentation of a Denominational Health Plan (DHP) for “clergy and lay employees who are 
scheduled to work a minimum of work 1,500 hours annually” by no later than January 1, 
2013. All domestic dioceses, congregations and other ecclesiastical organizations or bodies 
subject to the authority of the Church are required to provide such eligible clergy and lay 
employees with equal access to health care benefits, through the Episcopal Church Medical 
Trust.

In our diocese, the Advisory Committee for Compensation and Resources (ACCR) is responsible 
for recommending the health plan options that will be offered as well as the timing and details of 
implementation.

The ACCR will report to this year’s Annual Convention on steps being taken to implement a 
Denominational Health Plan in our diocese with an anticipated effective date of January 2012. 
Effective Sept. 1, each clergy and lay employee, whether full or part-time, in all of the congregations, 
will be asked to respond to an on-line survey. The results of this survey will assist the committee in 
the design of the recommended health plan for the diocese. 

In the meantime, additional details about the plan are available at www.diosohio.org, How Things 
Work, policies and procedures.
Mission
• The Rev. Napoleon Bryant continues to raise money for the Science Teachers 

Association of Nigeria (STAN). Over the past nine years, he and a group of volunteers 
have raised more than $25,000 to support STAN. In June, Bryant attended the commission-
ing ceremony for the STAN place, a science and teaching facility. He presented another 
check for nearly $2,000. Anyone interested in supporting STAN should contact Bryant at 
Ernanap@aol.com
• Several Cincinnati-area Episcopal churches were chosen to participate in the Greater 

Cincinnati Energy Alliance Summer Workshop Series, which makes them eligible for a non-
profit matching grant program. Of the 24 churches and non-profits in the program, six are 
Episcopal churches: Church of our Savior; Grace; St. James; St. Simon of Cyrene; St. Thomas; 
and St. Timothy’s. Calvary, Clifton is serving as a pilot church for the project, and the Rev. Gary 
Lubin of Church of the Redeemer is serving as a liaison for the churches.  

The Summer Workshops will help the organizations identify and prioritize the energy-saving 
measures. Congregations can apply for grants, based on the energy assessment, organization 
match and project scope, of up to $40,000. A group, including Episcopalians from central Ohio, 
have raised $21,000 for the construction of water wells in East Africa. Led by friends of St. 
Mark’s parishioner Mark Baldwin, the group held a bike ride through the Ohio countryside in 
late May. Money raised from the Tour de H20 will support the construction this year of at least 
two water wells with hand pumps in western Kenya.   
• The Rev. Paula Jackson testified June 23 before Cincinnati’s City Council, urging 

them to amend city hiring policy and remove some of the current hurdles faced by ex-fel-
ons who have the qualifications for city jobs. Vice Mayor Roxanne Qualls (left), a member 
of Christ Church Cathedral, promised Jackson and fellow citizens from the ecumenical 
AMOS Project that Council would approve the changes. AMOS Project members, includ-
ing several parishioners from Church of Our Saviour, have been meeting with Council to 
ask for the policy changes in line with similar reforms in other cities and have been publicly 
praying for Council.    

St. Barnabas, 
Montgomery, hosted its 
annual Vacation Bible 
School at the end of 
July. The theme was 
Adventure on the High 
Seas: Exploring the 
Mighty Love of God. 
Around 30 children 
from Findlay Street in 
the West End partici-
pated, along with 70 
children and friends of 
the congregation. The 
children enjoyed crafts, 
music and Bible study.

Vacation Bible School
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The ladies of St. Luke’s, Marietta, have been busy sewing 
little dresses for girls in Haiti. They teamed up with a group 
from Grace, Mansfield, led by Betty Diemer. So far almost 
50 dresses are ready to send. Since this project began a few 
months ago, nine churches of various denominations and at 
least 36 individuals have started sewing the little dresses, add-
ing to the dresses already made. Diemer has now partnered 
with the Rev. Jean Lenord Quatorze, a priest in The Episcopal 
Church in Haiti.  Quatorze oversees 10 schools in the Gros 
Morne area of Haiti. Gently used or new boys’ clothing, sizes 4 
through 12, has been added to the clothing sent to the children. 

The little cotton sun dresses for the girls and the short sleeve 
shirts or t-shirts and shorts, made of at least 75% cotton for the 
boys, are good for the hot weather in Haiti. 

The dresses can be made from pillow cases or yardage. 

Patterns are available online at www.sewingwithnancy.
com. The idea for the dresses started with Little Dresses 
for Africa. A smocked version for the dress is available at 
www.everythingsewing.net. Photos of the dresses, includ-
ing the dresses made by the ladies of St. Luke’s, is available 
at www.gracemansfield.org. Tags have been placed on the 
dresses to indicate the size and where the dresses were made. 
The St. Luke’s tag is heart shaped, inscribed with the nota-
tion, “Made by the ladies of St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, 
Marietta, Ohio.” 

For more information contact Jane Young at janey-
oung720@yahoo.com. Donations of dresses, yardage, or 
boys shirts and shorts will be gratefully received and sent on 
the children at the Episcopal schools in Haiti.

Mission 
opportunities
From Table to Transformation: As job loss and fore-

closures continue to pile up, it’s more crucial than ever to 
combine Gospel courage with rigorous practicality. Attend 
ECSF's summer workshop for inspiration and tactics on 
Aug. 7 at Procter center. The morning is designed for 
anyone striving for high-impact community ministry and 
the afternoon for grantseekers. Attendees are welcome to 
attend either or both sessions. The workshop is free – if 
you’re coming for lunch, please bring $9 or pay online. 
To sign up, register online at www.ecsfsouthernohio.
org/GrantseekersWorkshop2010 or call Ariel Miller at 
513.221.0547.

ECSF grant proposals due Sept. 15: Any Episcopal 
congregation in this diocese is eligible to apply to ECSF for 
grants to aid your community ministry in 2011. The typical 
grant is $2-$3,000. Visit our website at www.ecsfsouther-
nohio.org to download the proposal instructions and see 
what kinds of programs were funded this year, or call Ariel 
at the number above and she will mail you a copy. 

Get rolling: Join the Great Episcopal Tour de Ohio Bike 
Ride Aug. 12-14. Ride from Columbus to Cincinnati and 
back on the scenic rail-to-trail pathways to raise money for 
Episcopal Relief & Development. Bikers will ride from 
Columbus to Waynesville on day one and stay overnight 
with hosts in the Dayton area. On day two, they will ride 
to Cincinnati and back to Waynesville, staying again with 
Dayton hosts and eating dinner with the people of St. 
Mary’s, Waynesville. On the third day, bikers will return 
to Columbus. Minimum entry fee is $100 but bikers are 
encouraged to seek donations. For more information, con-
tact: The Rev. Stephen Smith at revd.up@att.net  

Work-Day at the Edge House: We’re gearing up for 
another great year of campus ministry at the University 
of Cincinnati, and we need your help! Pack your work 
gloves and bring a friend to the Second Annual Work-Day 
at the Edge, Aug. 28 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. We’ll be pull-
ing weeds, splitting plants, painting, wiring, cleaning, and 
decorating--there’s something for everyone! Lunch will be 
provided for all volunteers. Speaking of which, would you 
like to provide lunch for the volunteers? Please RSVP to 
Alice Connor at pastor@edge-uc.org.

By the rev. Frank edmands

Interchange contrIButor

Some people say success is all about location, location, 
location. This year the site for the organic vegetable garden 
at Procter center has moved to a new spot closer to the 
lake. This location offers good access to water and rich 
soil, two very important elements for a productive garden.  
The success of the garden is also enhanced by a dedi-
cated group volunteers from neighboring Trinity Church, 
London. Admittedly, the planting started late this season, 
but because of a dedicated and hard-working crew, the soil 
was tilled and the vegetable starts and seeds were planted. 
The Procter kitchen is now able to serve from the garden 
fresh tomatoes, cantaloupe, squash, peppers, summer corn 
and beans. 

Through the efforts of Trinity’s Junior Warden, Scott 
Preston, a portable water pump and a 250-gallon water tank 
were procured to service the garden. During the hot spell 
at the beginning of July, this was a critical achievement!  
Preston was delighted when he saw the late corn sprouting 
and joyfully proclaimed, “We’re farmers!”  Today, the veg-
gies are green and standing strong, and the small band of 
Episcopal farmers from London is proud of their labor.

Tending the garden is a daily commitment in prayer and 
care. We pray for the vegetables to flourish; we serve by 

watering and weeding, a chore that seems to never end. Trinity 
invites everyone to see and sit by the garden by the north end 
of the lake. It is a great spot to meditate on the wonder of God’s 
gift of abundance, the fruits of loving care.  

Also, do not hesitate to pull a weed or two and more and 
get your hands dirty in God’s good soil.

Trinity prays, cares for Procter garden

St. Luke’s: Haiti children clothed with love

Some of the donated dresses made by members of St. 
Luke’s, Marietta, and other churches. 

After filling the tank with lake water, Taylor and Katie 
Preston drive the tractor to the garden to begin watering.   

The Dios Companions are an ad hoc group called together by 
the Rev. Canon Karl Ruttan in 2008 to attend to the spirituality 
needs of adults in the diocese. This volunteer group consists of 
lay and ordained women and men who have a personal or pro-
fessional interest in furthering spiritual growth -- in both others 
and themselves. The group agreed that what is most important as 
Christians and Episcopalians during these difficult times is to pray. 
In this regard, each member of the Companions agrees to pray for 
the needs of the diocese daily. In addition, the group is commit-
ted to making available more opportunities for quiet prayer and 
reflection through sponsoring events that include topics of personal 
spirituality as well as opportunities to pray and reflect as a group.

The Rev. Linda Young is the newly appointed convener of the 
steering committee of the Companions. In its second year, the 

steering committee wants to make the offerings of the group more 
visible and accessible to the people in the diocese. They also plan 
and deliver the retreat offerings of the group, which include one 
overnight retreat each year and several afternoon days of reflection. 
These events are open to all adults in the diocese and are a good 
way to try out a retreat if you have never been on one before. 

The next event is an overnight retreat at Procter Camp & 
Conference Center that begins the evening of Sept. 17. It will 
include sharing by several Companion members and reflection 
time as well as optional group discussion time. It will conclude 
with a Eucharist the afternoon of Sept. 18. If you are interested in 
getting involved in Dios Companions or being included on the 
e-mail list to be informed about upcoming events, contact Young 
at youngmlinda@gmail.com.

Dios Companions engage the Spirit
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Are there shut-ins who could use a visit with updates on church activities?

Maybe all you need to do is to smile at everyone; bring them into your personal space.  
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Most of all - PRAY! Pray for each other, for your parish, for the diocese, for our new president and for all of 
God’s family.
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By Ariel Miller

interchAnge contriButor

Another steel plant has closed in eastern Ohio, and food 
is flying off the shelves at St. Paul’s Outreach Center in 
Martins Ferry as more families struggle to find work in 
Belmont County’s dismal job market.

But the Rev. John Brandenburg and St. Paul’s pantry 
director Lisa Bell are swiftly re-stocking, with new aid 
from WalMart’s Fighting Hunger Together initiative.

This spring, WalMart announced a commitment to 
donate more than 1 billion pounds of food over the next 
five years in response to the steep rise in hunger as high 
unemployment drags on across the U.S.

Brandenburg came to the East Central Ohio Cluster in 
2004 as a missioner after a career managing food services 
for large institutions. Since returning to Belmont County, 
where he grew up, Brandenburg has helped expand emer-
gency food capacity immensely by persuading faith-based 
programs to get bulk commodities at the regional food 
bank instead of paying retail prices. 

 His success in multiplying the volume of food at St. 
Paul’s pantry persuaded other local hunger programs to 
merge with St. Paul’s. He has fostered similar strategies in 
neighboring towns to cut overhead, streamline the work, 
and prevent volunteer burnout.

Brandenburg was asked by the MidOhio Food Bank to 
allocate WalMart’s new food donations among a county-
wide network of pantries and soup kitchens operated by 
everyone from Quakers to Baptists. 

“I’ve got all these organizations on speed dial,” he 
laughs. He’s able to use the emerging county-wide network 
that he helped create to make sure the huge infusion of new 
supplies from WalMart goes where it is most needed. 

On a hot summer day, Brandenburg and Bell pulled up 
quietly behind the St. Clairsville WalMart and met two 
men with a small pick-up truck.  

No dumpster-diving needed: within minutes, the store’s 
back doors flew open and smiling clerks wheeled out carts 
loaded with 500 pounds of food, including 128 pounds of 
chicken, beef and pork.

“Last Friday we received 1,440 pounds,” Brandenburg 
said. “I wouldn’t be surprised if we receive 100,000 
pounds by the end of the year.”  

Brandenburg or Bell now come to WalMart three days 
a week at noon to weigh and document the donations and 
help volunteers pack it for delivery. There is no predict-
ing what will come out the door on any given day, but 
the typical offering includes an impressive assortment of 
fresh produce, canned and baked goods, dairy products 
and meat.

“We’re able to give more food to each family because 
of this new program,” said Ken Williams, a volunteer with 
the St. Clairsville Food Pantry. “Usually there is a lot of 

produce. We got 200 pounds of strawberries last week.”
WalMart also committed to giving $250 million in 

grants to national, state and local hunger programs, 
including food banks, Meals on Wheels, and summer 
feeding programs for children, and to provide technical 
assistance to help these programs operate more efficiently 
and effectively in the ongoing crisis. 

If your church is part of a hunger ministry and there is 
a WalMart super store in your area, call the store manager 
to see if they are participating in this program. 

St. Paul’s teams up with WalMart to beat hunger 

The Rev. John Brandenburg goes over the weight of donated items loaded up in Wal-Mart’s back alley by volunteers Lisa 
Bell of St. Paul’s Food pantry and Ken Williams and John Woodland of the St. Clairsville Food Pantry.
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By nAncy SullivAn

interchAnge contriButor

Hundreds of Ohioans gathered at the State 
House July 21 to pray for and commit to just, 
comprehensive immigration reform. Bishop 
Thomas E. Breidenthal sent the Rev. Canon 
Anne Reed, canon for mission, who was 
joined by the Rev. Canon Karl Ruttan, the Rev. 
Dick Burnett and newly ordained priest, the 
Rev. Michael Wernick, as well as a number of 
lay people from Columbus and Cincinnati.

However many Biblical passages we heard, 
even the rabbi’s sounding the shofar or ram’s 

horn, were not as powerful as the sobs of one 
little girl on the podium.

A U.S. citizen, she told how her immigrant 
father had recently been picked up and is now 
in prison awaiting deportation. She said she was 
scared because he was incarcerated with robbers 
and others who had committed violent crimes.  

She also explained that her little brother and 
sister, also citizens, would have to move with 
their mother to Mexico, and she was anxious 
because she doesn’t speak Spanish and really 
doesn’t understand the culture. Mostly, though, 
she cried as a little girl separated from her 
beloved father.  The Rev. Dick Burnett, who 

gave the closing prayer, was the first in the 
crowd to leap to his feet to applaud her courage 
and, in some way, stand with her.  

We also heard an old Hebrew story about a 
rabbi who asks his students how they can tell 
when night is over. “Is it when you can tell 
a dog from a sheep?” One inquired.  “No.” 
Another asked, “Is it when you can distinguish 
between a fig tree and an olive tree?”

“No,” replied the rabbi. “It is when you 
can recognize a person coming toward you as 
your brother or sister.  If you can’t recognize 
your brother or sister, you will always dwell 
in darkness.”

Praying for immigration reform

The Rev. Dick Burnett, rector of Trinity, 
Columbus, offered the closing prayer 
at an immigration reform rally in 
Columbus.
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Lay theologian: To serve the common good, or not

The Rev. Alice Connor is the campus min-
ister for the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
at the University of Cincinnati. She works 
at the Edge (campus ministry house) and 
lives in the middle. You can reach her at 

www.edge-uc.org.

The Rev. 
Alice 
connoR

Notes from the Edge

I would like to think of myself as someone who serves the 
common good.  Maybe I could put it off a bit, though, until I get 
some other things taken care of.

First, I have only limited means. The more I share, the less I 
have. And I have needs.  

I just followed an e-mail link to the website of a company 
that sells fountain pens. I do most of my writing on my com-
puter and don’t write by hand much. When I do, I use a ball-
point pen. But a nice fountain pen makes a statement. I want 
people to know that I am the sort of person who makes such a 
statement. If people knew that, I would be in a better position to 
serve the common good.

Second, it takes time to serve the common good, time that 
could be spent climbing the ladder and on other things that are 
more immediately gratifying. There are only so many hours in 
the day.

I have been meaning to spend more time on photography. I 
recently purchased a new camera. It is loaded with features that 
will take me some time to learn. I’m sure that somehow this 
could help me serve the common good, once I’m more familiar 
with my camera.

Third, what is “the common good” anyway? It is fine to say 
that we should love our neighbors as ourselves, but we have 
to draw a line somewhere. Surely God wouldn’t have me treat 
everyone the same as my own family.

I realize we distinguish between private goods, like my car, 

cell phone and house, and public goods, 
like our streets and interstate system and 
the national defense. Serving the com-
mon good is at least in part a matter of 
what we choose to make private and 
what public goods.

For instance, why should my tax dol-
lars go to help other public schools, let 
alone other school districts, even as much 
as they already do? The more we hand 
out goods and services for free, the less 
opportunity individuals have to help their 

own and to customize things according to their personal inter-
ests. The more I share, the less I have.

I know the counter-argument: “All kinds of social ills are 
simply the result of people without means or education adapt-
ing to their circumstances, trying to get by as best they can. If 
they have little stake in the game, with the odds stacked against 
them, why should they play by the rules?” Still, perhaps we 
need to invest more in prisons and less in our schools.  

I admit, furthermore, that there is sometimes a bit of tension 
between success and happiness. In order to achieve the status I 
crave and the amenities I need, I spend more time at work and 
related activities. This takes time and energy away from the rela-
tionships I find most satisfying, not to mention the stress it causes. 
And I guess I do also get satisfaction from gratitude for a good turn, 

which I do less of the more time I spend climbing the ladder.  
Maybe if I were less focused on myself and more on God 

and God’s creatures, I could see it. The Daily Office and our 
weekly Eucharist do sort of point in that direction.  

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made 
us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become 
subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, 
your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live 
and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father 
of all.  (BCP 362)

Let thy way be known upon earth;
Thy saving health among all nations.
Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
(BCP 55)
Still, the more I share, the less I have. Surely God wants me 

to be happy.
There will be a better time later to serve the common good. 

Right now I need to climb the ladder and acquire more of the 
things I want. I’ve always wanted to be successful. I need to 
focus. I think I’ll look at that fountain pen website again.  

If only there were ways to share more without having less.

Don Collins Reed is a member of Christ Church, Springfield, and 
is professor of Philosophy at Wittenberg University. Contact him at 

dreed@wittenberg.edu.

DR. Don 
ReeD
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I would like to think of myself as someone who serves the common 
good.  Maybe I could put it off a bit, though, until I get some other 
things taken care of.
First, I have only limited means. The more I share, the less I have. 
And I have needs.  

By ARiel MilleR

inTeRchAnge conTRiBuToR

A surge of innovative ministry won Grace, Pomeroy, the 
honor of being named Church of the Year among more than 50 
congregations in the Meigs Cooperative Parish.

With an average Sunday attendance of about 15 people, 
Grace has raised more than $10,000 in the last 18 months to 
provide clothing and diapers for children in need. A riverfront 
party called Undy Sunday, complete with a hot dog cookout, has 
emerged as the public face of the ministry, which equips hun-
dreds of families in need  to shop for decent new underclothes 
and shoes for their children.

Grace parishioners Don Shaffer and Darlene Bailey are now 
using every strategy from newspaper articles to Facebook to 
inspire the wider community to get involved. They are asking 
six other congregations in Pomeroy to help raise funds and col-
lect diapers on a regular basis.

“Grace was named Church of the Year because they’ve 
done more than any other church in the county to meet com-
munity needs,” says Alva Clark, president of the board of Meigs 
Cooperative Parish.

The Cooperative Parish is a county-wide partnership of 
Christian congregations who joined forces to provide an emer-
gency pantry, thrift store, parish nursing, and joint religious 
programming.  Its headquarters – a former Pomeroy elementary 
school – also hosts a preschool and an impressive drop-in pro-
gram for youth. 

Grace was a founding member of the Cooperative Parish but 
its involvement had waned until Shaffer began to explore ways 
for the historic Episcopal parish to use its resources more effec-
tively to serve this economically-stressed county on the banks 
of the eastern Ohio.  

One of the first steps was to reallocate $600 the parish had 
been spending on holiday food baskets for just six families. 

That money now goes into turkeys which the Cooperative 
Parish adds to its baskets for 400 households. Before Grace’s 
contribution, the Cooperative Parish had been providing small 
hams – far from sufficient for larger families.

Shaffer started asking around the community about unmet 
needs and learned that none of the emergency assistance pro-
grams had a dependable supply of free diapers – an essential 
that can’t be bought with food stamps. While helping with the 
December 2008 Christmas giveaway at the Cooperative Parish, 
he noticed a child with blistered heels because her hand-me-
down shoes didn’t fit.  

He started talking about these needs with local businesses 
and emergency providers. Shaffer found stores willing to accept 

vouchers and bill the church so that the sales would be tax-
exempt.  That made each dollar go farther.

At a recent Undy Sunday, Grace distributed 187 gift cards 
worth $15-$25 that families could redeem at any Dollar Store in 
the county. The parish plans a shoe voucher giveaway in the fall.

 “The title Undy Sunday makes people laugh but it makes 
them realize there’s need,” says Clark with a smile.

Bailey, who had moved to Pomeroy after retiring from her career 
as a computer programmer, was looking for a church to join and 
heard about the unusual ministries starting up at Grace.  She felt a 
strong affinity for the parish’s practicality and compassion.

“I believe that’s what the purpose of the Church is: to feed the 
children, care for the widows. It’s a direct commandment,” she 
says. “One of the reasons the diaper ministry is important to me 
is that I was a single mom for some years, and I remember how 
hard it was to afford diapers.”

She consulted service providers to find the most effective 
venue to distribute diapers and eventually chose the County 
Health Department’s WIC clinic for families with newborns 
and infants.  

“That way we thought we would reach the most people who 
really need this service,” Bailey explains. “The WIC team was 
really excited about it. They currently serve families with 150 
infants and 379 young children 12 months and up.”

Even though the beautiful Gothic architecture of Grace has been 
a landmark on the Ohio riverfront for more than a century, it had 
dropped out of community attention. But Grace gave out $6,400 
worth of vouchers during Back-to-School season last summer.

“Attitudes have changed,” Shaffer says with a chuckle.  “Now 
people say, ‘Oh!  You go to that church that gives out shoes.' 

“When you see the face of a kid who has just picked out a 
new pair of shoes for the first time, it’s worth it!”  

Ariel Miller is executive director of the Episcopal Community 
Services Foundation. Contact her at ecsf@eos.net.

Undy Sunday wins Grace, Meigs County kudos

Above: The congregation hosted a community 
Vacation Bible School this summer. Guided 
by the theme “I Go Green,” the children 
learned about the wonders of the earth that 
God created and how important it is to take 
care of it. The offerings are going to be used 
to buy trees for Emi’s Place, a new children’s 
park next to the church.
Right: Don Shaffer.
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By Kris sexton

interchange contriButor

Good Earth Farm is on the outskirts of Athens, Ohio, 
at the end of Armitage Road, a long, country lane named 
after an early landowner.  It’s a peaceful and quiet loca-
tion most of the time, except when a train rolls through, 
whistle blowing, (usually in the middle of the night!). 
Many friendly greetings are exchanged throughout the 
day with passersby on the much-traveled bikeway, which 
also runs alongside the property.

Paul and Sara Clever operate the farm in partnership 
with others who share their mission of responding to hun-
ger by growing, gleaning and donating food to feed the 
hungry in their local community. By word and example, 
they bring to those who cross their path a better under-
standing of sustainable living. On the farm, they live by a 
rule of life, beginning each day at 6:30 a.m. with Morning 
Prayer and ending most days with Evening Prayer at the 
setting of the sun. Good Earth hosts a weekly Community 
Eucharist and provides the evening meal, oftentimes wel-
coming anywhere from 20 to 40 friends, visitors, farm 
volunteers and parishioners from the nearby Episcopal 
church, Good Shepherd. The days are long and ordered 
for our hosts -- for both long-term residents and short-
term interns. They share daily chores and tasks in addition 
to their areas of specialty: Dan, the garden; Kelley, the 
livestock; Kyle, the beekeeper; Heidi, the preservationist; 
Kelly, public relations; and John, cook extraordinaire and 
all-around general helper.

A week at Good Earth Farm was much more than a 
mission trip for the youth and adults of Christ Church, 
Dayton - it was an experience of living and worshiping in 
community where hard work is satisfying, difficult issues 
are explored, and life lessons are learned. 

In the course of our time on the farm, our mission 
team donated and constructed an outdoor shower house 
to be used by visiting groups. We harvested, weeded and 
replanted in the garden and also gleaned peas and beans 
in the fields of another local farm. We washed, weighed 
and delivered the fresh produce to the Community Food 
Initiative’s “donation station’ at the farmer’s market for 
distribution to area food pantries and soup kitchens. In 
addition to donating produce, we used some of what was 
harvested in many of the meals cooked and consumed 
throughout the week. Some assisted with farm chores such 
as milking the cow and gathering fresh eggs from the hens.  
An afternoon was spent washing, coring and chopping cab-
bage that was then preserved into sauerkraut.  At the Athens 
County Food Pantry, we boxed and bagged hundreds of 
pounds of food to be distributed to local families. We were 
truly a part of the process of feeding folks in need. 

That second week of June at Good Earth was probably 
one of the busiest times they have seen yet this season. In 
addition to hosting our group, the summer camp counsel-

ors from Procter came for a full day of volunteer work and 
team building, preparing an herb garden and working in 
the field. Throughout the week, people came to the farm -- 
some to volunteer for a morning or afternoon in the field, 
some to feed us a meal or drop off a dessert. Others came 
to work on special projects, like Dick, a parish member 
who is working to set up an outdoor kitchen. Robert, their 
landlord, neighbor and friend, comes with his tractor to 
assist in moving large and heavy objects such as floors, 
walls and roofs for the building projects – or lends his 
ATV for smaller jobs.

The transformation that took place on the farm in just 
one week was amazing! What we found on arrival is not 
what we left behind.  And what we took with us will stay 
with us forever. Clearly, the Holy Spirit is at work in the 
place, a life-giving spirit of cooperation and common 
ministry that is shared by all who come into her pres-
ence. 

Kris Sexton is a member of Christ Church, Dayton,  
and a participant on the mission trip to the Good Earth Farm 

in Athens, Ohio.

A week in the life of  
Good Earth Farm

Top: Members of the mission team from Christ Church, Dayton, plant in the field. Above, volunteers pack boxes at the 
Athends County Food Pantry. Above right, Sawyer Nixon, a youth member from Dayton, carries gardening supplies.
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