THIS IS THE NEW LOGO

PARTNER SPOTLIGHT
Symbol Alone

Five Partners Deserving of High Fives
Logo with stacked type

By Sarah Bouboulis, Habitat Specialist, Partnership for the Delaware Estuary

T

he Partnership for the Delaware Estuary’s (PDE)
Corporate and Community Environmental
Stewardship Program (CESP) has been connecting partners to projects for 10 years. Through this
partnership, companies are having positive impacts on
the environment and cleaning up our waterways.

This year, PDE and Atlantic City Electric employees
continued to maintain this property by conducting
a site clean-up. We removed trash and invasive species to keep the native plants thriving.

This year we started a new annual tradition: a
CESP-member breakfast in March. CESP members
were invited to the event to eat and network. The
breakfast hosted special guest Congressman Frank
LoBiondo of New Jersey, and Chris Crockett, then
of Philadelphia Water, was the keynote speaker.
Together we recognized our 2015 projects and participating organizations, and participants got to network with other business people.

New Castle County, Delaware
has been a CESP member for
six years. They have worked
with PDE on several habitat and
water management projects to reduce
stormwater issues and create habitat for wildlife.
This year they planted a bioswale on county property at Talley Day Park (near Brandywine Library) in
Wilmington. There were three drainage outflows
that would frequently flood the surrounding areas
during heavy rains. We planted the three outflows
with water-loving native plants to help absorb some
of that water and reduce flooding during heavy rainstorms.

Type Alone

CESP Member Projects:

At the breakfast we introduced the new habitat Story
Map project. This is an interactive GIS (geographic
information systems) program that provides a map,
information and photos on all the projects completed through CESP and other habitat improvement
initiatives completed by PDE. You can view the full
Story Map on our website at DelawareEstuary.org/
ways-businesses-can-help.

We are still working on
projects with Noramco,
Logan Generating, and the City
of Millville for the coming year as
well. They have been active CESP
members over the last eight years.
The City of Millville has worked to
decrease stormwater runoff at their
water and sewer utility property through
the use of native vegetation. Logan
Generating is working to restore a
31-acre field to provide habitat for wildlife near their New Jersey plant.

There were five active CESP members this year and
work is continuing on projects with all of them. We
are always eagerly searching out new projects and
new partners to continue this great program.

Project Spotlight:
Delmarva Power and
Atlantic City Electric,
both Exelon companies, have been longterm CESP members.
Throughout the years, several of their program projects have been to maintain and improve habitat at
their Carneys Point location in New Jersey. Since its
initial planting in 2008, this location has taken off,
many of the trees and bushes are maturing, and it
is thriving, with employees reporting frequent wildlife sightings. Lots of birds, turtles and other wildlife have been found using the vegetation planted,
as well as the adjacent pond. The red dogwood,
highbush blueberry, and winterberry that were originally planted have all spread and appear to be very
healthy. See the accompanying photos to understand just what a beautiful transformation we made
— together.
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This year PDE and
Mannington once again
collaborated on the successful Phillies Red Goes
Green program. PDE and Mannington employees, as well as other volunteers, went out to a
Philadelphia Phillies game in August and collected
bottles and cans to be recycled between innings.
This helps prevent those bottles and cans from
entering landfills and helps educate game attendees
about recycling.
Visit the CESP Web page to see our interactive Story Map
at DelawareEstuary.org/ways-businesses-can-help. n
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tBEFORE: Volunteers install native plants to
absorb runoff entering a stormwater pond outside
Atlantic City Electric’s office in Carney’s Point, New
Jersey in 2008.

Credit: Laura Whalen
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Bernadette Igo, stormwater inspection supervisor
for New Castle County, speaks at the first-annual
breakfast for members of the Corporate and
Community Environmental Stewardship Program
on March 3 in Carneys Point, New Jersey.
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uAFTER: A little pruning
ensures a pond-side buffer will continue to host
wildlife and absorb runoff
in 2017 and many years
to come. Those doing
the pruning on October
25 included, from left to
right, Vicki Land, Ryan
Robichaud (in back), Aleta
Finney, Chuck May, Lisa
Pfeifer, and Aaron Willard.
Consultant, Laura Whalen
(on right) also assisted on
behalf of the Partnership
for the Delaware Estuary.

Employees of New Castle County create a bioswale by
installing water-loving plants around a low-lying area of
Talley Day Park in Wilmington, Delaware on June 3.
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