
THUNDERBIRD MINERAL SANDS PROJECT

Sheffield Resources is developing the Thunderbird

Mineral Sands Project mid-way between Derby and

Broome in Australia’s north-west.

With a mine life of 42 years, Thunderbird promises

intergenerational employment, Aboriginal and regional

development prospects.

Exports are planned through the ports of Derby and

Broome, with major construction of the mine expected to

commence in third quarter 2018.

BENEFITS

Thunderbird is a sustainable long-term project and

contains the world’s largest and highest-grade

undeveloped reserves of zircon and ilmenite.

The community will benefit from a local DIDO workforce.

Salaries will stay in the region from the creation of 220

project jobs increasing to 280 in year 5 of production,

over Thunderbird’s 42 year mine life.

Local content, contracts and training together with

Aboriginal employment, training, royalties and business

opportunities will stimulate regional development.

Both the State and Federal Governments will receive

revenue from Thunderbird through royalties, payroll tax,

company and employee taxes.

PROJECT STATUS - ENABLING CONSTRUCTION

Sheffield continues to focus on permitting and funding to

bring Thunderbird into construction.

1. Completion of Native Title process

2. Funding tasks

3. Environmental approvals

4. Product off-take agreements with customers

5. FID – Financial Investment Decision

Sheffield has funded a Group Training Program, with an
additional $750,000 commitment. Established in partnership with
Nirrumbuk, the trainees are working toward a Certificate 3 in Civil
Construction and the opportunity to work on the construction of
Thunderbird.

Hon Peter Tinley Minister for Housing met with the trainees and
said “I was very encouraged to see the results that Nirrumbuk in
Broome delivers in encouraging young Aboriginals from the
Dampier Peninsular to take up trainee and apprenticeship
opportunities.”

WORKS COMMENCE

Sheffield has commenced Government approved site

works (preliminary works for water, roads,

accommodation units) at Thunderbird, paving the way for

start of the two-year construction task.

GR Engineering Services (GRES) has been appointed as

preferred Engineering, Procurement and Construction

(EPC) tenderer for the processing plant and facilities.

Sheffield is responsible for other infrastructure such as

Port of Derby storage facilities and refurbishment of ship

loader, tailings storage, bore field, potable and waste

water treatment.
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Pre-clearing inspection: Sheffield has commenced government 
approved site access arrangements for Thunderbird.

mailto:kpervan@sheffieldresources.com.au


1. Native Title Process Continues

Sheffield continues working through the Native Title

process, which is subject to a decision of the Full Federal

Court, whereby the Court upheld an appeal made by the

Mount Jowlaenga Polygon #2 claimant group (Native Title

Party).

The Court found (December 2017) that good faith

obligations continue to apply after a future act

determination application (FADA) has been lodged.

The consequence of this interpretation of the law, means

that the National Native Title Tribunal (NNTT) must now

consider the good faith decision including the period

after Sheffield lodged the FADA, in October 2016.

The NNTT initially considered the good faith matter in

May 2017, and found that Sheffield had acted in good

faith. However this was appealed by the Native Title Party

in June 2017 and again in October 2017.

The matter is expected to be reconsidered by the NNTT in

the current quarter.

Sheffield remains confident that it did negotiate in good

faith and will continue to advise the community of further

developments as they arise.

2.  Funding Task on Track

Taurus Mining Finance has agreed to arrange and

underwrite a US$200M Project Development Facility.

3.  Environmental Approval Process Continues

The Environmental Protection Authority has issued a

report to Minister Dawson (October 2017),

recommending approval of Thunderbird.

Several appeals were received by the Office of the

Appeals Convenor and are under assessment. The

recommendation of the Appeals Convenor is expected in

February 2018 with full environmental approvals in April

2018.

4. Product Sales – Strong Progress

Binding agreements for more than 60% of total project

revenue for the first 5 years are completed with more

than 95% of all the Thunderbird zircon products sold.

Sheffield will now focus on binding agreements for the

Titanium products over the next few months.

5. Financial Investment Decision

Sheffield’s Board of Directors will make the final

investment decision prior to the start of construction.
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What is meant by “negotiation in good faith”?
The Native Title Act 1993 says that parties must negotiate in good
faith for a minimum of six months with a view to obtaining the
agreement of the parties to do a future act (such as the grant of a
mining lease).

The NNTT has said that “negotiation” involves communicating,
having discussions or conferring with a view to reaching an
agreement.

In August 1996, the NNTT listed indicators that may be a useful guide
in determining whether a party has/ not negotiated in good faith.
Want to know more? See attached or go to –
http://www.dmp.wa.gov.au/Documents/Minerals/Minerals-
Negotiate_Good_Faith_Summary.pdf

If an agreement cannot be reached after good faith negotiations
have taken place the matter can be referred to the NNTT for it to
determine.

What is a future act determination?
A future act determination is a decision made by the NNTT about
whether a future act may be done, or must not be done. A
determination that the future act may be done, is required for the
granting of a mining lease.

Kimberley-based earthmoving contractors have been engaged to 
undertake Government approved site access arrangements, 
paving the way for start of construction. Brolga Village units –
after the recent rains.
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