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Gallery Sobrane is an independent art space and gallery situated in 
the historic Captain Gregory’s House in Broome, Western Australia, 

run by renowned local artist Sobrane Simcock. 

Sobrane invites visual artists, filmmakers, writers and musicians to 
apply for the 2018 residency program. 

About Sobrane 
Sobrane is a street artist who is making waves around the world.  Her work adorns the 
walls of myriad far flung locations from Port Hedland to Soriano (Italy).  Sobrane draws 
inspiration from her dusty North West Australian tropical paradise home of Broome.  The 
birdlife of her surrounding country is vibrant and spectacular, characteristics that she 
translates immediately onto canvas and tin.  
 
Not willing to be constrained, Sobrane explores a plethora of styles and mediums to bring 
life and energy to her subjects.  Frequently she will use upwards of 5 mediums on her 
paintings in efforts to truly grasp the unique nature and playfulness of her birds.  Each 
painting, like their captured characters, demands a unique style and pallet of mediums 
ranging from pastels and acrylics to charcoal and coffee. 
 
Wishing to invigorate and highlight the creativity of Broome, Sobrane has made a concerted 
effort to bring life and colour to many otherwise dominating and uninspiring walls around 
town.  She has painted enough walls to make a “Sobrane Safari”, a day’s outing full of awe 
and great coffee. 
 
Inspired by the glorious cacophonous mess that is a flock of red tailed black cockatoos, 
Sobrane has endeavoured on her greatest art piece yet.  She plans on emblazoning at least 
20 cars, truck and vans with massive redtails, potentially creating the largest art installation 
in the world as the flock is released and disseminates around Australia.  
 
Globally, Sobrane is receiving accolades and success for her work.  Recently, Sobrane’s 
debut portrait, “Boo”, won the people’s choice award at the Shinju Matsuri art awards.  
Through her galleries in Australia and exhibitions in Rome, Singapore and Hong Kong, 
Sobrane’s work has also found its way into collections all around the globe.  
 
Sobrane puts her heart and soul into her work, she embeds a passion and vitality into each 
and every painting that is visceral and contagious.  Each work is a reflection and celebration 
of the personality and life of the captured creatures. 
 
See Sobrane’s work at www.sobrane.com.au.  
  



 

About Broome 
Broome sits at the gateway to the pristine 
and unique Kimberley region, about 
2200km from Perth and 1800km from 
Darwin, in the stunning beautiful north 
east of Western Australia. 
 
It’s where the desert meets the azure blue 
Indian Ocean, fringed with rich red pindan 
soils and white sandy beaches that create 
colour contrasts to challenge your senses.   
 
Surrounded by ocean on three sides, it’s a 
land where dinosaurs once walked, 
leaving their footprints preserved for us to 
marvel at today.   
 
It’s where the traditional indigenous 
owners of Broome and beyond tell 
dreamtime stories of their ancestors and 
the creation spirit.   
 
It’s also where everyone is in sync with the 
moon and the huge tides, which nowadays 
attract visitors for the famous Staircase to 
the Moon and catch the unsuspecting 
tourist short as the tides rush in.   
 

 
 
The tides used to rule the town thanks to 
the pearling industry, when luggers sailed 
in on the big spring tides to moor up and 
wait for the neap tides to return when the 
best diving conditions occurred. 
 
Broome is an eclectic and unique mix of 
approximately 15,000 people from a 
diverse range of cultures, but the 

population swells to twice that with 
tourists in the peak ‘dry’ season between 
May and September.  
 

 
 
Visitors are attracted from all over 
Australia and overseas to experience our 
incredible southern hemisphere winter, 
when daytime temperatures hover around 
30 degrees, and cool clear nights offer 
some of the best stargazing skies in the 
world (we can even offer you 10% off 
Greg Quicke’s award winning Astronomy 
Tours to see for yourself!).   
 
Spectacular sunsets at Cable Beach are 
any everyday occurrence, and you can 
even watch it from a camel on one of the 
town’s popular tours!   
 
Whalewatching tours are also available 
through the dry season as the humpbacks 
migrate to their calving grounds in the 
northern Kimberley. 
 
Our low season, between October and 
April, is when the pace drops back, locals 
have a little more time on their hands, and 
people are rewarded by spectacular 
storms rolling across Roebuck Bay, which 
bring relief from the high daytime 
temperatures and create a stunning 
landscape of vibrant colours. 
 
Check out www.visitbroome.com.au for a 
full list of things to do in this amazing part 
of the world. 
  



 
What’s Nearby? 
About 45 minutes’ drive north of Broome, you’ll start to stumble across even more 
spectacular coastline. The famous Willie Creek Pearl Farm offers visitors a chance to see 
how pearls are cultured and harvested, whilst the northern beaches of Barred Creek, 
Quondong and James Price Point offer free bush camps, great fishing and a chance to 
experience the Kimberley wilderness.  
 
You’ll find the town of Derby 220kms easy drive from Broome along the highway. Once the 
biggest town in the Kimberley, it’s got the second biggest tidal range in the world, and is 
the start of the Gibb River Road, a 700km gravel 4WD adventure taking you into the heart 
of Kimberley gorge country and beyond towards Kununurra.  
 
Hop on a small plane and the world is your oyster. You can experience remote beaches, 
the world famous Horizontal Falls, get up close to the migrating whales and see sharks, 
crocodiles, dugongs and more. 

 
 
Getting Around 
Broome is an easy town to get around – it’s small and super flat!  We’ll supply you with a 
push bike and from the Gallery, it’s just a short ride to Chinatown, the commercial and retail 
hub of Broome.   
 
Cable Beach and the tourism precinct is about 5km, again an easy flat ride on safe paths.  

 
 
Getting Here 
Daily flights link Broome with Perth, Kununurra, Darwin, and direct services also operate to 
Sydney, Brisbane and Melbourne in the peak season.  
 
Or undertake an amazing road trip from Perth or Darwin and experience some of the 
wonders of the Top End and Western Australia. 
 
We can pick you up from the airport and give you a tour of town so you can get your 
bearings. It won’t take long, Broome’s not a very big place! 
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About the Gallery 
The recently relocated Gallery Sobrane can be found in the historic Captain Gregory’s 
House.  Built in 1917 for Captain Ancell Clement Gregory, who operated one of Broome's 
most successful pearling businesses including a fleet of vessels, the house is a fine 
example of early Broome architecture and is included on the government heritage list.  
 
Situated on the corner of Hamersley and Carnarvon Streets, the gallery space is in the 
same grounds as the famous Matso's Broome Brewery, one of Broome’s top tourism 
attractions which is open all day for breakfast, lunch and dinner all year round. You can’t 
visit Broome without sampling some of their famous beers, including the amazingly 
refreshing ginger beer.   
 
The buildings were relocated to their current home by Lord Alistair McAlpine in the late 
1980s, when they were renovated back to their former glory. 
 
The space was first used as a gallery in 1997, then converted to offices, before Matsos 
and Artist Sobrane collaborated to bring art back into the beautiful heritage building in 
late 2017. 
 
 
About Captain Gregory  
Captain Ansell Clement Gregory arrived in Broome in 1904, as second officer on the 
stateship SS Charon. 
 
He left the marine service for pearling and within two years was manager of    C. N. 
Murphy's fleet of 28 vessels.  However, his schooner was wrecked in the 1908 cyclone 
and he was very lucky to even survive.   
 
After that close call, he was appointed Harbour Master, Marine Surveyor and Shipping 
Inspector while acquiring four vessels of his own, a warehouse, foreshore camp and a 
store on the corner of Louis and Hamersley streets.  
 
In 1921 he established a cultured pearl farm with Yasukichi Murakami, the first of its kind, 
but fellow pearlers forced the Government to stop him, fearing it would harm the price of 
natural pearls. 
 

 
  

 Over time, Captain Gregory developed his pearling 
 fleet to 20 vessels, and in 1929 he relocated with half 
 his fleet to Darwin, leaving Jock de Castilla to run his 
 Broome business.   
 
 He moved to Perth in 1942 when Darwin was 
 bombed, and died there that year, aged 64. 
 

Pic: Captain Ansell Clement Gregory 
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The Residency Program 
Gallery Sobrane’s international residency arts program aims to inspire and support artistic 
practice.  Visual artists, filmmakers, writers and musicians are encouraged to apply for this 
program hosted in a peaceful and unique space which cultivates the creation of new works 
in an inspiring natural environment. 
 
The program offers residencies from two weeks to three months in duration, and will 
engage Broome residents and the significant tourism industry in artist talks, workshops and 
other community programs.  It also offers a unique opportunity for travel to the remote 
and pristine wilderness and coastlines of the Kimberley region. 
 
The residency sits alongside Gallery Sobrane, a full time operating gallery of street artist 
Sobrane’s artwork.  Artists in residence will have the opportunity to host an exhibition and 
open their studio during their residency, leading to likely sales. 
 
It is expected that resident artists will engage with the community in some form, for 
example artist talks, workshops, collaboration with schools and other youth services etc. 
 
To Apply 
All applicants need to complete the application form available at www.sobrane.com.au or 
via email from gallerysobrane@gmail.com, and submit along with a CV/resume, artist 
statement and samples of previous work (up to 10 images and/or 10 minutes of 
video/audio). 
 
Applications are being accepted now for the 2018 program, with an initial closing date of 
31 December 2017.  All applications should be submitted to gallerysobrane@gmail.com.  
 
The Studio, Exhibition Space & Accommodation 
Artists in residence will have 24 hour access to a 10m2 studio space with an 16m2 enclosed 
verandah, an additional 20m of exhibition wall space and a furnished air conditioned 
apartment including a private double bedroom (10m2) and bathroom and kitchen facilities 
which are shared with the gallery.  
 
Fees & Support 
The residency fee is $2,000AUD per calendar month including GST, or $550 per week for 
residencies less than one month.  A $500 deposit will be required upon acceptance with 
payment due before the start of the residency. 
 
The fee includes accommodation and utility bills for one person, studio space, exhibition 
space, power, and access to wifi.  Full time gallery staff are on hand to assist when required.  
A push bike is also available for the artist’s use. We’ll pick you up from the airport and give 
you a short town tour on arrival. 
 
Gallery sales will attract a 30% commission to Gallery Sobrane.  Artists in residence are also 
expected to donate one work to the gallery for future exhibit.  We are happy to assist artists 
applying for grant funding by providing a letter of recommendation once the residency is 
accepted. 
 
A 10% discount is available at Art House Broome on a range of arts materials and supplies. 
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Applicant Requirements 

• Artists are responsible for all activities and costs associated with production, 
installation and de-installation. 

• Artists are responsible for their own travel, transport, food, materials and personal 
costs. 

• Artists must have their own insurance cover for the duration of the residency  
• International artists must have the relevant visa for Australia (a letter of support can 

be provided by Gallery Sobrane if needed). 
• Artists items are all brought at your own risk. Gallery Sobrane does not accept any 

liability or responsibility for any damage or loss incurred during your residency. 
 

Key Dates & Events 2018 
Broome has a lively events scene, with a number of festivals and events already planned 
for 2018.  Key dates which attract visitors to town in large numbers are: 
 
April 
16th – 29th   School Holidays, including public holidays 
 
May 
11th – 13th  Shinju Fringe, including the artist open house trail which will 

incorporate Gallery Sobrane  
26th – 27th   Airnorth Cable Beach Polo  
 
June 
2nd   Opening Race Round Broome Turf Club  
4th   WA Day Public Holiday  
 
July 
1st – 15th   School Holidays – peak tourist season 
 
August 
10th – 12th   Corrugated Lines Writers Festival 
18th    Broome Cup (Country Cups WA) 
25th – 2nd Sep Shinju Matsuri Festival  
27th   Shinju Matsuri Art Awards 
 
September 
2nd   Shinju Matsuri Finale & People’s Choice Art Award 
22nd – 7th Oct  School Holidays 
24th    WA Queens Birthday Public Holiday  
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Aerial View of Broome 
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Gallery Sobrane 
Capt Gregory’s House 

Cnr Hamersley & Carnarvon Sts 
Broome  WA  6725 

Australia 
 

Tel: +61 (0) 438 023394 
www.sobrane.com.au 

gallerysobrane@gmail.com 


