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December 18, 2017 
 
The Honorable Diantha McKeel 
Chair, Albemarle County Board of Supervisors 
401 McIntire Road 
Charlottesville, VA 22902 
 
Dear Chair McKeel, 
 
I write today on behalf of the City Council to clear up any confusion about where the City stands on 
issues related to parking and the location of the County’s General District Court. It is our hope that this 
letter clearly defines the actions the City has taken and the commitments we have made to ensure the 
Court remains in Downtown Charlottesville.  
 
The City of Charlottesville and Albemarle County have been negotiating since 2014 to keep the Court in 
Downtown Charlottesville.  As part of those deliberations, the City’s negotiating team, on behalf of the 
City Council, presented an offer to the County’s team, on June 3rd of 2016 for consideration. We also 
confirmed our position on several occasions later that same summer. Soon thereafter the County 
informed the City that it was suspending negotiations in order to study the feasibility of moving its 
facilities out of Court Square. The following provides the details of the City’s last proposal, which still 
stands today. 
 

• The City will continue to support a co-located General District Court with Albemarle County in 
Court Square. The City has $6.5 million in its five year Capital Improvement Program (CIP) 
budget to support the City’s share in the cost of constructing the building. 

 
• The City will commit to building a parking structure, which will offer a minimum of between 

250-300 new parking spaces, near the corner of 7th Street and Market Street.  The City will 
provide the County with up to 100 spaces in the garage to accommodate the future needs of its 
courts operations.   
 

• The City has $10 million in its five year Capital Improvement Program (CIP) budget to support 
the development of additional parking at this location. In addition, in 2016, the City purchased an 
adjacent parcel in the 800 block of Market Street to allow greater flexibility in the creation of 
this new parking capacity.  

 
• Based on our understanding of either Court Square option, we believe that the City can deliver 

the new parking at or about the same time that the court construction is completed.    
 



• The County will not be asked to contribute to the construction of those parking spaces.  
However, the City requests that the County grant its ownership share in the 7th and Market 
property, to the City in lieu of contributing to the capital costs of the spaces. 
 

• The County will be asked to share in the future costs of maintenance and management of those 
100 spaces.  A maintenance and management cost share agreement will be discussed with any 
future negotiations. 

 
I hope this information contributes to a full understanding of the City’s commitment and our continued 
willingness to help facilitate a long term solution to the City and County courts issue to the ultimate 
benefit of all of our stakeholders. The City hopes to re-engage in negotiations with the County to keep 
the General District Court in Court Square soon.   
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

   
Michael Signer 
Mayor, City of Charlottesville 
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