
Charlottesville Tree Commission 
Highlights of 2016 Activities 

 
Tree Protection and Planting 
 
• Updated the Charlottesville Master Tree List to the city website and Tree Packet for all new 

development. This places emphasis on diversifying our city canopy and planting regional species while 
also including more information regarding species for urban and utility conditions.  

•  

• Surveyed and identified tree planting opportunities on Charlottesville Redevelopment and 
Housing Authority property and started talks with CRHA for possible planting opportunities in areas 
with insufficient tree canopy. Advocated for the city to create a Memoranda of Understanding (MOU) with 
CRHA to allow future tree planting opportunities to be installed as early as this fall. 

•  

• Continued coordination on a long-term tree planting plan with the Public Works and Parks & Rec 
staff. Based on the 2015 Urban Canopy Study, initial results suggest conservatively space for over 8,000 
new trees within public right of way that we hope to start guiding future plantings as early as this fall.  

•  

• Reviewed Mall tree report with UVA: Met with design advocates for the preservation of the downtown 
mall, Beth Meyer (Architecture school) and Mary Hughes (Office of the Architect) from the University of 
Virginia, to gain their input from the Mall Tree Report recommendations. (see attached) 

•  

• Partnered with the Charlottesville/Albemarle Tree Stewards, Monticello, VDOT, National Guard and 
the Journey Through Hallowed Ground to design and plant the final 60 of 70 new trees in the Route 20 
entrance corridor from Monticello to the city limits last fall.  

•  

• Installation of 40 new trees within the median of 29/250 interchange near Best Buy ramp went in 
this spring that was a design collaboration between the Tree Commission, VDOT and city staff.  

 
Tree Advocacy 
 
• Participated in the Streets That Work and recent Belmont Bridge Redesign meetings advocating 

for strong tree/soil standards as well as a smaller bridge to create more at grade public space with 
greater shade and connectivity between Belmont and the downtown Mall.  

•  

• Commented on the Ridge St. rezoning proposal, advocating for larger setbacks concurrent with 
existing Ridge St setbacks that would allow continued planting of large shade trees at this vital 
intersection. 

•  

• Commented on city sidewalk maintenance practices that lead to a great discussion and new 
Sidewalk and Tree Recommendations handbook for the Department of Public Works that prioritizes tree 
health and safety in sidewalk repair. 

•  

• Requested and received from staff a breakdown of projected expenses annually for new trees to 
help assist staff communicate financial implications of new tree maintenance.  

•  

• Advocated for $ 125,000 for urban forest management in this year’s Capital Improvement budget to 
be begin implementing needed tree care and maintenance on the Mall and increase current annual tree 
planting (100/year).  

 
Other items and Next Steps for trees in our community 
 
• Welcomed 5 new members after the final terms of 3 original exceptional members, Bitsy Waters, 

Maynard Sipe and Dorothy Smith, were complete. New members Peggy Van Yahres, Brian Menard, 
Roseanne Simon, Lynn Rush and Mark Rylander bring a significant level of experience in architecture, 
landscape architecture, public policy, and arboriculture that we are excited to have on the commission. 
 

• Advocate for Mall seating rental revenue to go into a Mall maintenance fund in order to preserve 
our most vital community public space.  
 

• Support Cultural Landscape Report for downtown Mall to create a clear stakeholder group made up 
of business owners, NDS, Parks & Rec DPW and others to assist with vital maintenance and funding 
decisions. 
 

• Advocate for an increased goals of new tree planting in city performance measures from 100 new 
plantings/year to 200 new plantings/year.  

 
 



            April 30, 2017 
 
 
To: Members of Charlottesville City Council    
From: Charlottesville Tree Commission 
Subj: Summary of Mall Report review meeting with UVA representatives 
 
 
Last September, the Tree Commission met with University of Virginia representatives Mary Hughes, 
Campus Landscape Architect at the University of Virginia, and Elizabeth Meyer, active faculty and former 
dean of  University of Virginia School of Architecture to review the proposed 2015 Mall Tree Report . A 
summary of their comments are included below. 
 
As the primary economic driver and identity of the downtown district, the importance of planning for the future 
health of the groves of trees is vital to the continued success of the downtown Mall. The below comments were the 
summary of our discussion with Mary Hughes and Elizabeth Meyer. Both have a significant knowledge of the 
Lawrence Halprin designed downtown Mall and interest in its preservation.  
 
 
Summary of comments, September 2016: 
1. Request for the 2015 Mall report to be consolidated into a clear action plan and schedule that is presented to 
council for approval.  
 
2.  Agreement with the report findings in regards to tree health and recommendations, particularly the primary 
assessment that the metal grates should be removed (see attached for specific report reference). 
 
3. In favor of a proposed 15 year grove replacement model over individual tree removals. 
 
4. Replacement of the Norway maples within Central Place to be studied with multiple options of single species 
replacements for further approval. Preferable species to have a unique fall color to the willow oaks, similar size to 
red maples and compaction tolerance.  
 
5. If advisable, suggest raising rents on the mall seating. 
 
6. Request earmarking the current Mall seating rental revenue to be spent on mall maintenance and tree 
care/replacements rather than having it revert to general city fund.  
 
 
 

 
Kind regards, 

 
 
 
Paul B. Josey, RLA, ISA 
 Chair, Charlottesville Tree Commission  


