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This 2013 Albemarle Voter Guide has been co-produced by Charlottesville Tomorrow, the 
League of Women Voters and The Daily Progress. It is intended to help residents make an 
informed vote on issues primarily related to growth and development in Charlottesville-
Albemarle.
Charlottesville Tomorrow’s website includes the complete audio and written transcripts
of our interview with each candidate. The interviews were used in the compilation
of the voter guide and each candidate was given an opportunity to review their verbatim
responses before publishing.
Charlottesville Tomorrow does not endorse candidates or make contributions to
political campaigns at any level. While The Daily Progress endorses candidates on its
editorial page, its editorial staff have not been involved in the selection of questions or
candidate responses in this voter guide.
Charlottesville Tomorrow, a non-partisan 501(c)(3) organization, is a community
news platform covering growth, development, and local politics. We connect you to
vital information for making informed choices about our community’s future.

The printing of this voter guide was supported
by a generous gift from CenturyLink
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Voters of the 
Charlottesville Area



Yes, Virginia, there IS an election.
BE PREPARED TO VOTE ON TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 5

Polls open from 6 A.M. to 7 P.M.

GENERAL ELECTION REGISTRATION DEADLINE OCTOBER 15

Vote411.org gives voters the tools to be prepared for election 
day:

• Deadlines 

• Eligibility Rules

• How to Vote Absentee

• Polling Place Hours and Locations

• State Candidate and Ballot Information

Additional information can be found at 
https://www.vote.virginia.gov

Absentee Voting by Mail

Absentee ballot application must be received by 5 P.M. on 
October 29.

Absentee ballot must be received by your local Office of 

Elections by 7 P.M. November 5 

Absentee Voting in Person

For locations, days, and times contact your local Office of 
Elections:

Albemarle County Registrar  (434) 972-4173
City of Charlottesville Registrar  (434) 970-3250 
In-person voting absentee ends at 5 P.M., November 2.

Identification at the Polls

Voters may use one of the following types of identification:

• Voter ID card

• Valid Virginia driver’s license

• Military ID

• Any federal, Virginia state or local government-issued 
ID card

• Valid student ID issued by higher education institution 
in VA

• Valid employer-issued ID card

• Concealed handgun permit

• Current utility bill, bank statement, government check, 
or paycheck showing voter’s name and address

• Social security card

Voters without ID can cast a provisional ballot, but will need 
to send identification to their Elections Office by noon, Friday, 
November 8.

League of Women Voters   
of the Charlottesville Area



2013 ALBEMARLE

Board of 
Supervisors
CANDIDATE PROFILES
In some cases, the candidates’ 
responses have been 
abbreviated in this Voter 
Guide. Their complete 
responses, as well as answers 
to additional questions, can be 
found on the Charlottesville 
Tomorrow website. Additional 
topics in our interviews 
included

• Budget concerns
• Developer proffers to 

pay for infrastructure
• Albemarle’s 

neighborhood model
• Pre-K education
• Rural areas 

WHAT DO THE 
SUPERVISORS DO?
Albemarle County Board of 
Supervisors sets the tax rate 
and determines the budget, 
including financial support 
for the school system. BOS 
makes decisions about 
zoning and other land use 
regulations, and adopts the 
comprehensive plan. 

Charlottesville Tomorrow’s 
website (www.cvilletomorrow.
org/topics/county_elections) 
features comprehensive coverage of 
the local elections including news, 
candidate interview transcripts, 
audio recordings of the candidate 
forums, and downloadable copies of 
this Voter Guide. 

Phillip 
Seay (I)
My campaign will 
focus on engaging 
and listening to the 
concerns of all Jouett 
residents and taking 
those concerns to 
work with other su-
pervisors and county personnel to promote 
good sense public policy that keeps what 
is good and to find effective ways to bring 
about positive and necessary change. I will 
work to ensure that our tax dollars are truly 
being spent on the goods and services that 
our county government is duty-bound to 
provide. I will work to attract and sustain 
employment opportunities that provide 
adequate income for a reasonable standard 
of living which promotes a vibrant economy.
Education: Ed.S,  Administration and 
Supervision, University of Virginia; M.Ed,  
Sport Psychology, University of Virginia; BS, 
Secondary Education – Social Sciences, 
University of Virginia; AS, General Stud-
ies, Central Virginia Community College; 
Charlottesville Leadership Development 
Academy; The First Tee Executive Director 
Occupation: Executive Director/Director 
The First Tee of Charlottesville since 2006
Previous political experience: None as an 
elected official. 28 years of public service 
in Virginia’s state, county and city govern-
ments. Experience lobbying members of 
the General Assembly regarding the ap-
propriate care and protection of residents 
in Virginia’s mental health facilities and 
appropriate salaries for law enforcement 
and classroom teachers. 
Age on Election Day: 52
Neighborhood or area of residence: 
Farmington
Other interests and experiences: Read-
ing, golf, fitness training and working with 
Zacky – the canine wizard.
Professional Experiences: 8 years of ex-
perience in Virginia Criminal Justice System 
as Field Deputy in law enforcement and as 
Probation Counselor in juvenile rehabilita-
tion; 13 years of experience in Virginia 
Education System; Teacher: High & Middle 
Schools – social studies, current certifica-
tions; Administration: Summer School 
Principal & Assistant Principal, current 
certifications; Community College Adjunct 
Instructor: Health & PE; Coaching: Head 
& Assistant - Varsity Football, Strength & 
Conditioning & Golf
Website: www.PhillipSeay.com
Telephone: 434-989-8368

JACK JOUETT DISTRICT RIO DISTRICT

Diantha H.
McKeel (I)
I have been a resident 
of Albemarle County 
and the Jack Jouett 
District for 37 years, 
serving 16 years on 
the School Board in 
various leadership 
positions, including key committees with 
the Board of Supervisors. I offer experi-
enced leadership in Albemarle County’s 
government and educational system and 
familiarity with the Capital Improvement 
Program and the annual budgetary process. 
My experiences shape my guiding princi-
ples: inclusiveness, closing the opportunity 
gap, environmental protection, sensible use 
of taxpayer dollars, funding infrastructure 
and transportation, and citizen safety. My 
highest priority is for our citizens to have 
responsible open governance, recognizing 
their concerns and opinions.
Education: B.A., Bridgewater College (so-
ciology/elementary teaching certification); 
LPN licensure, UVA; Certification of Clinical 
Research Professionals (ACRP)
Occupation: Clinical Research Coordinator
Previous Political Experience: Elected to 
4 terms Albemarle County School Board 
(Chair 2 terms), receiving the Virginia 
School Board Association Award of Distinc-
tion; Charlottesville- Albemarle Technical 
Education Center Board (CATEC, Chair 3 
terms); Albemarle Capital Improvement 
Oversight Committee; Piedmont Regional 
Education Program (PREP) 
Age on Election Day:  63  
Neighborhood or area of residence: 
Canterbury Hills 
Family: Two adult children, both graduates 
of Albemarle County Public Schools and 
Brody M. Beagle
Other interests and experiences: 
Albemarle County Citizens Police Academy 
Graduate; Canterbury Hills Neighborhood 
Association Board and Adopt-A-Highway 
Chairs; Charlottesville Municipal Band 
Fundraising Committee; John E. Baker 
Legacy Committee, the African American 
Teaching Fellows (AATF); Gang Reduction 
through Active Community Engagement 
Committee (GRACE); Mental Health As-
sociation Board; Member and Flag Chair, 
Daughters of the American Revolution, Jack 
Jouett Chapter; reading, walking Brody, 
playing bridge, socializing with friends and 
family
Website: www.votefordiantha.com
Telephone:  (434) 296-4931

Jayme L. 
“Brad” 
Sheffield (D)
Challenger
Brad Sheffield has 
dedicated his career 
to planning for the 
interactions between 
transportation and 
land uses.  With that perspective, Brad 
focuses his career on transportation de-
velopment, supporting sustainable growth 
and community connectivity.  He has 15 
years of experience working in public and 
private positions supporting communities 
like Albemarle County.  He has worked on 
projects ranging from regional transporta-
tion planning and transit projects, to urban 
community design and rural land preserva-
tion.  He is passionate about helping com-
munities foster the traditional characteris-
tics that make places great to live, work and 
raise a family.
Education: Graduated from Patrick Henry 
High School, Associate’s Degree in Science 
from J. Sargent Reynolds Community Col-
lege, Bachelor’s Degree in Planning from 
University of Virginia, and Master’s Degree 
in Planning from University of Virginia.
Occupation: Asst. Director at JAUNT
Previous Political Experience: None, I 
have only served on the staff side of politi-
cal discussions and decisions.
Age on Election Day: 39
Neighborhood or area of residence: 
Belvedere Neighborhood
Family: Wife - Christina Sheffield, Daughter 
– Taylor Sheffield (14), Daughter – Alexan-
dra Sheffield (9).
Other interests and experiences: 
Outdoors, Home Improvement Handyman, 
Technology, and Travel
2010: served on Charlottesville Area Transit 
advisory panel; 2011: served on the citizen 
advisory committee (CHART) for the Met-
ropolitan Planning Organization; 2008 to 
2011: member of the American Institute of 
Certified Planners; 2008 to 2013: member 
of the Virginia Transit Association
Website: www.bradsheffield.com
Telephone: 434-989-5562
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Duane E. 
Snow (R)
Incumbent
For 25 years (1978-
2003) CEO and 
President of Snow’s 
Landscape and Garden 
Center. Hosted the 
longest Running Radio 
Gardening Show in the Nation. 
Former PVCC Instructor. Church responsi-
bilities: Bishop, two separate congregations 
(8 yrs). My wife and I served as missionaries 
for 18 months in the Philippines.  Helped 
train local leaders in 14 separate congrega-
tions.  Also participated and worked with 
two Rotary Clubs in the Philippines. Helped 
with two medical missions, tree planting, 
water purification and nutrition outreach 
sponsored by the Rotary Clubs. Currently 
serving as a Family Services Missionary, 
with my wife, facilitating Addiction Recovery 
Programs in Charlottesville and Waynesboro.
Education: Brigham Young University, 
Bachelor of Science
Occupation: CEO RDPD, LLC, rental prop-
erty. 
Previous political experience: 4 years 
Board of Supervisors, 3 years Architectural 
Review Board; 10 years State Agriculture 
Council, 2 years Rivanna River Basin Com-
mission; 3 years Metropolitan Planning 
Organization; 2 years Local Energy Alliance 
Board
Age on Election Day: 68
Neighborhood or area of residence: West 
Leigh, Ivy area
Family: My wife, Rena, and I have been 
married for 46 yrs. 5 Children all graduated 
from Albemarle County Public Schools, 14 
Grandchildren (5 generations)
Other interests and experiences: Hobbies: 
Scuba Diving, Cycling, Motorcycles, Dancing
Civic activities: American Heart Association, 
Rotary Club (Paul Harris Fellow, Club past 
president), Boy Scouts of America local 
committee.
Website: snowforsupervisor.com
Telephone: (434) 284-0825

SAMUEL MILLER DISTRICTRIO DISTRICT

Liz Palmer(D)
Challenger
Dr. Liz Palmer has 
been deeply involved 
in local civic issues 
for over 15 years. 
While hiking with her 
children along the 
depleted Moormans 
River in 1996, she was shocked to see that 
the river had run dry because we had cut 
off its natural water flows. She eventually 
was instrumental in bringing together the 
environmental and business communities, 
as well as city and county officials, to adopt a 
water-supply plan that both protects our riv-
ers and provides 50 years of adequate water 
for residents and businesses. Liz emphasizes 
collaborative, fact-based decision-making 
while finding ways to keep Albemarle a great 
place to live.
Education: Bachelor of Science from VA Tech 
1978; Doctor of Veterinary Medicine from 
Auburn College of Veterinary Medicine 1981 
Occupation: Liz has been a practicing vet-
erinarian for 32 years. In 2008 she started 
and now operates Charlottesville End of Life 
Pet care and provides in home hospice and 
end of life care for companion animals.
Previous political experience: Albemarle 
County Service Authority Board of Directors: 
January 2006 through December 2009 and 
May 2010 until present. She is currently vice 
chair; Rivanna Basin Commission from 2008 
to spring 2013; South Fork Rivanna River 
Stewardship Task Force 2008 to 2009
Age on Election Day: 58 
Neighborhood or area of residence: Ivy
Family: Husband: Herbert Stewart (Clini-
cal Psychologist Western State Hospital); 
Children: Liz’s children attended Albemarle 
County Schools: Ben (graduate student in 
civil engineering VA Tech), Matt (graduate 
student in mechanical engineering, Stan-
ford) Bailey (W&M graduate, now an 8th 
grade math teacher in the Bronx, NY) Clay 
(Vermont Law graduate living with his wife 
and children in Vermont); Two grandchildren: 
Audrey and Louis. Her Mother and father 
have lived in Earlysville since 1975.
Other interests and experiences: Hob-
bies: hiking, fossil hunting, natural history, 
and macroeconomics; Civic organizations: 
League of Women Voters Natural Resource 
Committee, Ivy Creek Foundation past board 
member, Jefferson Area Veterinary Medical 
Association, as well as state and national 
veterinary associations. 
Website: Lizpalmerforsupervisor.com
Telephone: (434) 218-3618

Rodney S. 
Thomas (R)
Incumbent
A lifelong resident of 
Albemarle County, 
I decided to pursue 
a career in the print 
industry after gradu-
ation. By 1979 I had 
served in Vietnam and had two children with 
my wife Nancy, but was still able to purchase 
Charlottesville Press, Inc.-- a family owned 
print shop I still operate today. I have served 
on the board of many local organizations, 
including helping charter the Boy’s and Girl’s 
Club in Charlottesville. I spent eight years on 
the Planning Commission for the Rio district 
from 1998 to 2006 and have been on the 
Board of Supervisors during the last four 
years.
Education:  Completed VA Certified Plan-
ning Commissioner’s Program, graduated 
Sorenson Institute for Political Leadership
Occupation:  Owner Charlottesville Press 
since 1979
Previous political experience:  Albemarle 
County Planning Commission (appointed 
1998); Albemarle County Board of Supervi-
sors (elected 2009); Board of Supervisors 
representative to MPO, Fire and Rescue, 
Darden Towe Park Board
Age on Election Day: 69
Neighborhood or area of residence: Rio
Family: Wife Nancy, son Rod, daughter 
Ashely
Other interests and experiences:  Charlot-
tesville Regional Chamber of Commerce 
(Small Business Person of the Year)
Website: rodneythomas2013.com
Telephone: (434) 242-3322

SCOTTSVILLE DISTRICT

Jane Dittmar 
(D)
My employment back-
ground includes the 
following: Launched 
first business while 
second year student 
at the University of 
Virginia; following 
graduation established and ran numer-
ous successful Charlottesville businesses; 
president/CEO Charlottesville Chamber of 
Commerce; Cofounder Positive Solutions 
mediation firm; Coordinator mediation 
program for Supreme Court of Virginia
My civic and professional experiences 
include the following: Trustee UVA’s College 
of Arts and Sciences; first woman president 
UVA’s Athletic Association; back to back 
appointments Job Training Coordinating 
Conference; cofounder Charlottesville/Al-
bemarle Business Alliance; cofounder 
Charlottesville Tourism Council; served three 
Virginia Governors on Select Commonwealth 
Commissions; member Charlottesville 
League of Women Voters;  member Natural 
Resources Committee; Advisory Council 
Habitat for Humanity
Education: University of Virginia, Bachelor 
of Arts in Economics; University of Virginia, 
Darden Business School Executive Program 
for Leadership and Management; George 
Mason University, Supreme Court Mediation 
Certification; Virginia Polytechnic Institute, 
Certificate in Local Government Leadership
Occupation: Professional mediator
Previous political experience: First time 
candidate
Age on Election Day: 57
Neighborhood or area of residence: 
Glenmore
Family: Jane and her husband Frank have 6 
children.
Other interests and experiences: Attend-
ing church, being with my family, jogging, 
farmer’s market, gardening 
Website: www.jane4supervisor.com
Telephone: (434) 226-0698
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SCOTTSVILLE DISTRICT

Cindi Burket 
(R)
We have lived in Albe-
marle County since 
1997 and it has truly 
become home. Serving 
Albemarle County as 
a Supervisor would be 
an honor.  I am hard 
working and will approach every issue with 
purpose and common sense.  I believe in 
transparent government that encourages 
citizen participation.  I am also a proponent 
of thinking outside the box and will not shy 
away from the difficult issues. Finally, I be-
lieve our collective prosperity is dependent 
on rational yet responsive growth manage-
ment principles and a fiscally responsible 
government.
Education:  B.S. in Law Enforcement and 
Corrections from Penn State University; 
Master’s in Public Administration from 
George Mason University
Occupation: Professional Volunteer
Previous political experience: Chair of the 
Albemarle County Republican Committee, 
President of the Albemarle Charlottesville 
Republican Women’s League, ran for Albe-
marle County School Board in 2011.
Age on Election Day: 60
Neighborhood or area of residence: 
Glenmore
Family: Husband: Roger Burket Married for 
36 years; Son: Bryan Burket
Other interests and experiences: I love to 
read, knit, play the piano and sing. I have a 
love of history and knowing how things work. 
I have been a volunteer for various charities 
and organizations over the years and have 
enjoyed being of service to the community.
Website: cindiburket.com  
Telephone: (434) 249-4564

Please describe 
your past 
experience that 
qualifies you 
to be on the 
Albemarle Board 
of Supervisors.

JACK JOUETT DISTRICT
Diantha H. McKeel (I)

I’ve had 16 years of service to Jack 
Jouett District residents as a four-time 
elected member of the Albemarle 
County School Board with oversight 
responsibilities for 26 schools, 13,000 
students and an annual operating 
budget of $155 million dollars.  I’ve 
served two terms as board chair-
man, additionally I have served on the 
boards of the Piedmont Regional Edu-
cation Program and the Charlottesville 
Albemarle Technical Education Center.  
I’ve also been a member of the school 
board-board of supervisors joint over-
sight committee for the county’s $80 
million capital improvement plan.  

I am a graduate of the Citizens’ 
Police Academy and a member of the 
police anti-gang task force.  I am a 
thirty-year employee of the region’s 
largest employer, the University of Vir-
ginia, as a clinical research coordina-
tor.  I am an organizer and leader now 
for 17 years of a local adopt-a-highway 
team.  

I grew up in a small business family.  
I led the school division to join and 
become an active member of the 
Chamber of Commerce.  My service to 
the community includes several terms 
on the school board’s legislative af-
fairs committee developing proposals 
and recommendations on state leg-
islation that impact education policy, 
practices and budgets.  I am a former 
teacher who holds an LPN degree and 
a clinical research certification and a 
graduate of Bridgewater College with 
a major in education and sociology.  I 
believe that body of work supports me 
very well for the position as a board of 
supervisors member.

Phillip Seay (I)
I have been a public servant for 28 

years.  I Have worked in law enforce-
ment as a field officer, as a juvenile 
probation officer.  I have worked 
in public education for 13 years as 
a teacher, coach, administrator.  I 
worked in both middle schools and 
high schools.  I have been the execu-
tive director and director of a public 
non-profit since 2006.  

I have worked at entry level, to 
mid-level, and somewhat upper 
management positions, and going 
through those levels you learn to 
work with many people with various 
backgrounds and fields of knowledge.  
I believe that you can better solve 
problems by discussing and talking 
with people and not talking at people.  
I have learned in my experience, 
and in speaking with the voters, that 
there’s this gap between those that do 
and those that decide.  I feel that my 
experiences can help reduce that gap.  
I can say, ‘Hey guys have you thought 
about this?  Let’s have a conversation, 
I think we can solve this problem.’

This is what I have learned and I feel 
I can contribute this to county leader-
ship.  

RIO DISTRICT
Jayme L. “Brad” Sheffield (D)

I am an energetic family man who 
was raised here in Virginia and has 
pretty much made Albemarle County 
my home. I got my master’s degree 
from the University of Virginia in Land 
Use and Transportation Planning; and 
I’ve spent the last 15 years working 
with planning commissions, elected 
officials, stakeholders, and the public 
on those types of issues. I believe the 
work I’ve done throughout the south-
east will allow me to bring innovative 
ideas and solutions to the board of su-
pervisors, as well as understand how 
the individual decisions being made 
become part of a larger vision. 

Rodney S. Thomas (R)
I’ll start by saying that in 1998 I was 

appointed to the Albemarle County 
Planning Commission and I spent 

eight years working with the com-
mission.  We put a lot of good things 
together.  The cell tower policy manual 
was a big job.  We put the neighbor-
hood model together which was very, 
very interesting getting to a conclu-
sion on that.

I completed the Virginia Certified 
Planning Commissioners program 
through Virginia Tech.  While on the 
commission I served on CHART, MPO-
Tech, PACC-Tech, Eastern [Planning] 
Initiative committee and numerous 
other committees.

I am currently a member of the Al-
bemarle County Board of Supervisors 
in my fourth year representing the Rio 
District.

SAMUEL MILLER DISTRICT
Liz Palmer (D)

I am a veterinarian and I’ve been 
practicing for over 30 years now.  I 
have my own small business which is 
a mobile practice.  I have four children, 
three of which went to Albemarle 
County Schools and I have been en-
gaged in civic activities for about 15 
years.  I got involved in county govern-
ment because I was very concerned 
about the Moormans River.  Our 
problem was that we were drawing 
too much water out of the Moormans 
River in order to provide water to the 
urban area.  We were actually drying 
out this river.  When I found out about 
this I called up the [Rivanna Water & 
Sewer Authority] and tried to find out 
what the problem was and I found that 
the over withdrawal was due to aging 
infrastructure, an inability to actually 
turn valves off, and that the RWSA was 
not interested in protecting rivers.  It’s 
only mandate was to supply water to 
the urban area.

So I got involved then and I got 
very concerned about getting a water 
supply plan in that protected rivers 
and supplied water for the people in 
the urban area for the future.  I started 
working on how to pay for that.  That’s 
always the issue, how do we pay for 
infrastructure.  So I joined the League 
of Women Voters and we worked on 
that for several years.  
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I was then appointed to the Albe-
marle County Service Authority, which 
is the water board, which makes the 
decisions on how we take care of our 
infrastructure.  I worked on water 
pricing, and we revamped our water 
pricing policies and increased our 
connection charges.  I worked with the 
city and the county, the business com-
munity and environmental groups, to 
pass a comprehensive water supply 
plan….

I think that’s given me a great deal 
of experience in how county govern-
ment works…. 

Duane E. Snow (R)
I was CEO of Snow’s Garden Center 

for 35 years. I have been active in the 
church and various boards and com-
missions throughout the state and the 
county. One thing I have discovered 
is that no one organization, ideology, 
or people have a lock on good people 
or good ideas. I think that if we all un-
derstood that we would work together 
better in the community and be able 
work across party lines, across differ-
ent ideologies and things such as that 
so we might be able to continue to be 
able to get more done. And I feel like 
I am especially qualified for that and 
I have shown that over the last four 
years with the things we have been 
able to accomplish in the county.

SCOTTSVILLE DISTRICT
Cindi Burket (R)

I have a Bachelor’s from Penn State 
University in Law Enforcement and 
Corrections and I have a Masters in 
Public Administration from George 
Mason University. I have been past 
president or chair of several orga-
nizations here in Albemarle County 
including the Newcomer’s Club of 
Greater Charlottesville, the Albemarle-
Charlottesville Republican Women’s 
League, and the Albemarle County 
Republican Committee. I have lived 
in the County since 1997. I have the 
ability to work collaboratively. I try and 
bring optimism and enthusiasm to 
any critical work that is being in done. 
I have a strong work ethic to do the 

research, go onsite, engage the public 
with phone calls, e-mails, meeting in 
person, or whatever it takes to get to 
the bottom of all the issues that come 
about.

Jane Dittmar (D)
My qualifications include being a 

UVa alumnae and from that begin-
ning relationship, I have served in a 
number of leadership positions with 
the university which I think will help 
as the county considers cooperative 
ventures and partnerships with the 
university.  Those [positions] include, 
for instance, being a trustee emeritus 
of the college of arts and sciences 
and I am past chairman of the Virginia 
Athletic Foundation.  

I am a business owner.  I have cre-
ated jobs and I understand what helps 
attract and retain businesses to the 
county.  I am well-versed in the best 
ways for local government to interact 
with its own business community.  
As president of the [Charlottesville 
Regional Chamber of Commerce] 
during the nine years I spent there, 
we founded a number of partnerships 
with the city, county, university and 
surrounding jurisdictions.  These in-
cluded the Thomas Jefferson Partner-
ship for Economic Development, now 
called the Central Virginia Partnership, 
the regional tourism council, and 
the Charlottesville Albemarle School 
Business Alliance to name a few.  This 
experience will be a good foundation 
for cooperative efforts between our 
county and others in the future.

I am a professional mediator.  I have 
been mediating now for 13 years both 
privately and in our Virginia court 
system and I will bring collaborative 
decision making and conflict resolu-
tion skills to the board….

What is your top 
priority for action 
by the board of 
supervisors if you 
are elected?

JACK JOUETT DISTRICT
Diantha H. McKeel (I)

My top priority is the health and 
prosperity of Albemarle County and 
its residents.  A very general priority.  I 
believe that begins with strong funda-
mentals that value safety, education, 
and government officials who seek out 
and represent the priorities and hopes 
of those who elect them.  

These are core values of govern-
ment that make it possible for busi-
nesses to succeed and grow, for the 
health and safety of the community to 
be protected, and for the quality of life 
to be elevated and maintained for all 
residents.  

The county’s police department 
is currently understaffed and needs 
more officers to serve our large geo-
graphic area and growing population.  
A high quality K-12 public education 
system, at maintenance levels only for 
years, needs the resources to maintain 
the global competitiveness of our 
students.  An excellent school system 
is important to our community by 
supporting economic and workforce 
development, another one of my pri-
orities.  Schools are critical lynch pins 
in maintaining and growing vibrant 
communities and support high quality 
of life for all citizens.  Where schools 
fail, communities fail.  

Phillip Seay (I)
I am not going to narrow it to a 

specific action.  From a broader 
sense, basically [I want to] get more 
people, residents, involved with the 
process of local government.  Most 
have one topic concerns, but having 
general knowledge of how the process 
works--from the individual to how it’s 
effecting them, to their family, to their 
neighborhood, getting that conveyed 

properly to staff and even to the board 
of supervisors--I think helps bring 
a more informed and collaborative 
outcome and hopefully creates an 
understanding, or at least a blueprint 
for the community to sit there and go, 
‘OK I have an issue, this is how we can 
start discussing this issue and bring 
about resolve to this issue.’  

I think it will actually in time reduce 
[the time] to solve issues.  Everyone 
starts from point one.  At least there’s 
a sense where people know when they 
have an issue, which department deals 
with that, and they can speak to that 
department first.  It’s getting folks to 
understand where their problem can 
be solved as opposed to just grip-
ing about it openly.  When there are 
more stakeholders and more people 
involved, you get some really good 
solutions. 

RIO DISTRICT
Jayme L. “Brad” Sheffield (D)

I think we have some serious chal-
lenges with the way the new growth 
in the last 10 years has impacted 
the existing parts of our community, 
especially in the Rio District. If elected 
I’d like to have the county assess the 
adverse impacts of that growth of 
the last ten years, and look at how its 
impacted our neighborhoods, and the 
community character, and then try to 
find ways of mitigating those impacts 
so that we don’t keep repeating those 
mistakes as we move into the future. 
Three years ago I think we had a great 
opportunity to take advantage of 
low interest rates and low construc-
tion costs and make some of those 
changes that would’ve mitigated the 
impacts. 

Rodney S. Thomas (R)
There’s a lot of them.  Probably the 

economy and taxes are at the top of 
my list, but I have another one that 
could be right in there with it, that’s 
of course a clean environment, clean 
water.  I’m kind of a fanatic over clean 
water and clean streams in the area.  
I have worked with the Rivanna River 
Basin Commission.  I guess I am still 
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a commissioner if they stay intact.  
Those two [issues] are probably co-
leaders with me.

SAMUEL MILLER DISTRICT
Liz Palmer (D)

My top priority has to be what the 
top priority is of the Samuel Miller 
District citizens.  As I have been going 
door to door, what I hear over and over 
again is education.  This is what they 
are interested in.  They want qual-
ity schools.  They want them prop-
erly funded.  They want an excellent 
education for their children, and for 
everybody’s children.

Duane E. Snow (R)
I’ve had numerous top priorities 

over the last four years. We’ve worked 
on them and have come quite a ways 
on schools and on the economic 
development plan and some of the 
other things we had on our list. One of 
my top priorities right now, it’s hard to 
narrow it down to one, is internet and 
cell coverage throughout the county. 
You don’t really have to go that far 
out of the county to go into areas that 
have neither cell, internet, or cable, or 
fiber optics. They don’t have anything. 
So when they get home from work or 
school they have no way to communi-
cating with the outside world except 
through dial up telephone. And I think 
those citizens, whether they are trying 
to run a business, education their chil-
dren, or just communicate with family 
and friends, or should emergencies 
arise, they would be without – I need 
to put that sentence together better 
than that. Having access to those 
features is paramount. That is one of 
the things I am going to be working on 
over the next four years to make sure 
we can get all of these services into all 
of our county. 

SCOTTSVILLE DISTRICT
Cindi Burket (R)

This is an interesting question. I 
want to preface everything by saying 
that I do not come with a pre-de-
scribed agenda. I am here to make 
sure that all the issues that come in 

front of the board are viewed on their 
own merits. However, in a general 
sense I would like to promote a work-
ing environment that encourages 
innovative thinking and citizen input, 
basically setting a tone for the county. 

A generalized priority would be 
creating a long range county plan that 
encourages growth and protects our 
environment. A plan that includes 
improving the image of the county’s 
business climate, simplifying the de-
velopment review process, nurturing 
small business growth, and creating a 
career ladder job structure that pro-
vide a myriad of career opportunities. 
I’ve gone around and talked to folks 
in the last month or so and met an 
incredible number of entrepreneurs. 
We need to make sure that those folks 
are encouraged. I’m talking real small 
business, where they go the farmer’s 
markets and they make their goods, 
and they come and sell them at the 
farmer’s markets. We need to make 
sure that that environment is there 
so there is a general tone that this is a 
county that wants to work with me.

Jane Dittmar (D)
Although there are pressing pri-

orities, I would select as my most 
important priority working to improve 
our critical infrastructure to meet the 
needs of our past land use decisions 
and getting ahead of the planning 
curve so that roads, water and sewer, 
and digital service such as cell and 
Internet, can meet our citizens’ grow-
ing demands.  

Do you support 
the construction 
of the Western 
Bypass of U.S. 29?  
Why or why not?

JACK JOUETT DISTRICT
Diantha H. McKeel (I)

I am opposed to the design and 
location of the 29 bypass.  Every im-
partial report, and the Virginia Depart-
ment of Transportation’s own report, 

concludes that the current configura-
tion is not cost-effective, nor will it 
solve our traffic congestion.

At six miles long, it has taken 41 
homes, that’s about seven per mile, 
it runs through seven neighborhoods 
impacting almost a thousand homes, 
closely skirts six schools taking 12 
acres of school property.  At a cost of 
$300 million and climbing, it is a road 
project that should be completely 
retired.  

If the bypass is not built, we have to 
remove the targeted neighborhoods 
from under the 25-year threat.  These 
neighborhoods have endured enough.  
Surrounding homes cannot be sold.  
Property values have been suppressed 
and government-owned homes are in 
various states of disrepair.

We need to align land use and 
transportation plans to serve our cur-
rent situation.  We should install the 
adaptive transportation system [for 
traffic signals] fix the Best Buy block-
age and the ‘hourglass blockage’ on 
29 north and build the parallel roads 
as planned.  We know these actions 
are cost-effective and there is general 
agreement in the community that they 
will work.  We need to maximize the 
infrastructure we have already paid 
for as well as improvements in other 
modes of transportation. 

Regardless of your position on the 
bypass, there cannot be any more sus-
pension of rules and forced midnight 
votes as occurred when the board of 
supervisors approved the project.  The 
board of supervisors should work to 
regain the trust of all of our citizens in 
a leadership process that is open and 
respectful regardless of the outcome 
of an individual vote.

Phillip Seay (I)
I am going to be short and to the 

point on this one.  As I understand it, 
this is a done deal.  So we are going 
to move forward, and I am moving 
forward.  If elected, I will work hard 
to make sure that the impact of 
this construction is reduced on the 
landowners and business owners 
especially with noise, water runoff, to 

make sure that they are protected.  
Because that was a concern of mine 
when this whole thing started.  You 
know my history with VDOT.  I could 
never get a straight answer as to how 
the property that I lived on, which was 
going to be impacted by this bypass, 
how it was going to be protected.  The 
public has got to be aware of that and 
be involved in that [to get answers to 
these questions].

So with that addressed, it’s just we 
need to make sure there’s no impact.  
We are moving forward, and we need 
to take care of our property owners 
as we get this road built to make it the 
best road possible.  

RIO DISTRICT
Jayme L. “Brad” Sheffield (D)

From going door to door, the need 
for transportation improvements 
has definitely been the top topic 
discussed. However as transportation 
professional I do believe the Western 
Bypass will not meet our expectations 
for relieving traffic on US 29. Further 
I would have never voted in such an 
unethical manner of which this was 
brought to the board to be voted on. 
But for now I think we need to start 
working and planning for how we are 
going to mitigate the negative impacts 
of the bypass and try to make sure 
that it is working and functional. And 
if the bypass is not built, we need to 
work equally as hard to provide resi-
dents with some tangible transporta-
tion solutions. 

Rodney S. Thomas (R)
I would imagine that whoever hears 

this knows my stance on the Western 
Bypass.  There’s no question I sup-
port the Western Bypass which I am 
calling an internal road now.  It has 
no inter-connections, no way you can 
make it operable to get people into the 
city.  It’s a straight through route, but 
I think it’s going to be beneficial to the 
numbers of cars that come off of the 
business district coming down [Route] 
29.  

I think it will improve the [U.S. 
250/29] bypass intersection where 
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we are getting ready to put another 
lane on up onto the 250/29 bypass.  

I supported the bypass when I was 
running in 2009.  It was in all of my 
printed material.  I’ve always been a 
supporter of transportation improve-
ments because transportation has 
just been talked about and nothing 
has been done with it.  I think this is 
the time for us to grab that bull by the 
horns and make sure that we are plan-
ning transportation improvements, 
not only the internal road / bypass, 
but others.  On the MPO, our Long 
Range Transportation Plan mentions 
a few things.  U.S. 250 East is really a 
disaster, it’s a gridlock.  There’s no real 
easy fix because if you try and do an 
Eastern Connector you put the traffic 
back on 250, you’re just defeating the 
purpose.  That’s a biggie.  We’ve also 
talked about widening [Interstate] 
64 to one more lane East and West 
from Shadwell to the [U.S. Route] 29 
intersection with 64.  We’ve talked 
about widening 250/29 bypass from 
Barracks Road to 64, that’s a heavily 
travelled road that really gets jammed 
in.  Those are a few of the things we 
are trying to plan on the MPO and I’m 
trying to help plan it.  

SAMUEL MILLER DISTRICT
Liz Palmer (D)

I am not in favor of the Western 
Bypass.  If it goes through, if it contin-
ues to move forward, I certainly will do 
my utmost to make it the best road 
we can make it.  I am very concerned 
also about the way it was passed, in 
the midnight vote, unbeknownst to the 
citizens of the community.  

As far as the bypass itself, I don’t 
feel as though it solves our problem, it 
doesn’t solve our problem.  It doesn’t 
take enough traffic off of 29 and the 
level of service on 29 after the bypass 
is still going to be poor.  What I do sup-
port is the Places29 [master plan] and 
the Go29 plan that this community 
has created after years of work and 
citizen involvement.  That includes 
the compact overpasses at Hydraulic 
Road to eliminate the source of con-
gestion and allow through traffic on 

29 flow without stopping and also the 
compact overpass at Rio that solves 
that traffic snarl.  The Berkmar Bridge 
is an extremely important part of that 
plan.  It extends Berkmar Drive up to 
Hollymead Town Center and beyond 
so that drivers can go from K-Mart to 
Lowes to Target without getting on 
29.  It also eliminates the bottleneck 
between the Rivanna River and Hol-
lymead by widening 29. 

What this does is it actually solves 
the problem for our citizens here in 
the community, and it also improves 
the [travel] time over the 29 bypass 
and it costs less money.  So it is the 
fiscally prudent way to go. Taxpayers 
for Common Sense has listed the by-
pass as one of the eight most wasteful 
transportation projects in the United 
States.  So I think from the standpoint 
of relieving congestion on 29, and 
being a fiscally conservative person, 
I would definitely favor the Places29/
Go29 plan over the bypass.

Duane E. Snow (R)
Yes. When I was running four years 

ago, we had stated as one of our cam-
paign promises that we would work to 
widen 29 from the river out to Hol-
lymead, that we would work to get the 
second ramp for the 250 bypass, that 
we would connect with the Hillsdale 
Drive connector that runs up behind 
Whole Foods up to Rio Road, and 
that we would work on the Berkmar 
Extension. And those were my top four 
priorities as far as roads. 

And with [the bypass] we had an 
opportunity to get all of those roads. 
[In the] second year in my term we got 
a call from Secretary [Sean] Con-
naughton asking to meet with us. And 
when we went into the meeting he 
said if we decided to build a bypass 
would you support that? And I said no, 
and I said what we need is these four 
other items…that I’ve just previously 
mentioned….  He said well if we could 
get you those would you support a 
bypass? And at that point I said yes. 

So I am excited about getting the 
other roads that I just mentioned 
to you. The way we left it with the 

Berkmar extension is that would not 
be built as a part of this group, but 
they would help formulate the plan 
for how it would fit into the plan later. 
But the reason I support the bypass 
is because I think we need it. And I’ll 
give you an example. I lived on Ever-
green Avenue when the 250 Bypass 
was put through in the 50s, a lot of 
people didn’t like it. It was going past 
McIntire School, it was cutting through 
McIntire Park. And a lot of people felt 
like we didn’t need it, and it was not a 
good idea. Well it was built. And I ask 
you if you had to go across town today 
how often would you take the road 
through Dairy Road, or Meadowbrook, 
Barracks Road, or go across through 
UVA and come across town? It would 
be almost impossible. We need to be 
planning not only for what we have 
right now but for what is coming in the 
future. And anything we build in the 
future is going to be more expensive 
than what it is costing right now. And 
it’s just longer delays. And we already 
own 60 percent of the property [for 
the bypass right of way]. 

SCOTTSVILLE DISTRICT
Cindi Burket (R)

Yes I support the construction of 
the bypass, this road needs to be 
built to reduce the traffic congestion 
and address the accident rate on this 
part of the 29 corridor. Furthermore 
I’d just like to remind people that this 
construction project also includes 
the other needed work including the 
extension of Hillsdale Drive, the Best 
Buy ramp and the widening of 29. 

Jane Dittmar (D)
County-level approval to build the 

bypass was completed on June 8, 
2011, over two years ago.  The only 
remaining entity whose opinion mat-
ters is the National Highway Adminis-
tration.  My opinion has no bearing on 
their process.  However, my opinion 
on Route 20 and Route 250 improve-
ments does have great relevance to 
the people who will vote on November 
5 in the Scottsville District.  

Therefore I have focused my at-

tention on how to relieve congestion 
and improve safety on these criti-
cal Scottsville District roads and on 
how we must strive to make land use 
planning coincide with infrastructure 
improvements in the future.

If real estate tax 
revenues increase, 
should Albemarle 
lower its property 
tax rate? Why or 
why not?

JACK JOUETT DISTRICT
Diantha H. McKeel (I)

I think that really depends on the 
individual year and I wouldn’t be 
prepared to say in any given year I 
would do one thing or another.  As we 
all know, the economy can drastically 
change, and revenues can change 
drastically.  Having said that, I think it’s 
really important to keep our property 
taxes low.  

I think we have to make sure that 
they are low because we really need 
to support not only our rural land 
owners, but all of our residents.  A 
healthy economy should have about 
a 35 percent [commercial] tax base.  
Albemarle County in a good year 
has somewhere around 20 percent.  
So that’s why I am in favor of eco-
nomic development to support county 
services.  Economic development, 
the right kind of economic develop-
ment, which would mean the type 
you see in Targeted Industry report: 
the biosciences; defense; technology; 
and advanced manufacturing tech-
nologies.  And I am specifically talking 
about economic development in the 
growth area.  

We could be number one in the state 
with the right support for those types 
of industries.  We are now number 
three.  The biosciences increased by 
24 percent in Virginia over the last 
decade, actually growing at four times 
the rate of other jobs.  

So I guess the answer to your 
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question is I don’t think it would be 
an automatic.  I would consider it, but 
in any given year you have changing 
circumstances.  I would work hard on 
economic development so that we had 
a stronger tax base and we weren’t 
depending so much on our property 
taxes from year to year.  

Phillip Seay (I)
Property taxes.  Taxes.  That’s a 

wonderful subject, glamorous is it 
not?  There’s a big misconception 
by the public about what their tax 
dollars pay for.  As I have been a 
public servant for many years, I have 
a greater understanding of this.  The 
taxpayer just wants to make sure that 
their money is going for what it’s sup-
posed to go for.  So with that said, it’s 
important that the public understands 
what the rate is, why we have it, and 
what it pays for, most importantly the 
core essential services, and that there 
is fairness to each socioeconomic 
group and especially those on a fixed 
income.

RIO DISTRICT
Jayme L. “Brad” Sheffield (D)

I don’t think so. I think a set property 
tax rate is the function of allowing for 
reductions and increases in revenues 
that come in. And I think this is an 
opportunity where we can take the ad-
ditional revenues we might be seeing 
and invest in the capital infrastructure 
that we have ignored over the past five 
or so years. So this is an opportunity 
for us to be doing the work that we 
should have been doing in the past. 

Rodney S. Thomas (R)
Of course right off the top of my 

head I want to say yes, because when 
the revenue went down, well by law the 
county has to take care of its finances.  
It has been raised when we needed 
more money in the coffer.  I would say 
probably yes, or cut the spending.  
Again, spending is a problem.  If we’ve 
got money, we spend it.  

SAMUEL MILLER DISTRICT
Liz Palmer (D)

Of course that really depends, it 
depends on how much it goes up.  
Recently we have had a lot of fluctua-
tion in our actual revenue that we are 
getting from real estate tax because 
our home prices have been changing.  
That creates a very unstable source 
of revenue.  That’s a problem.  So 
equalization of the tax rate is definitely 
a tool we should be using.  

It depends.  We know property 
values are going up right now, it’s been 
estimated they are going to go up 
about one percent in the next year.  So 
we would have to look at the budget 
to see what we would do with that.  
But generally speaking I believe in the 
equalization of the tax rate to make 
sure that we have a stable source of 
revenue.

Duane E. Snow (R)
It is incumbent on us as members 

of the board of supervisors to spend 
the hard earned money of our citizens 
wisely. Over the past four years we’ve 
been able to eliminate 66 government 
positions through attrition; we didn’t 
go out and fire 66 people. We’ve been 
able to reduce our budget by $30 mil-
lion dollars, so now that the economy 
is starting to change and more money 
is starting to come in, I think we work 
on the [capital improvement] part of 
our budget, and we continue to spend 
money wisely. We don’t go on a hiring 
frenzy. We don’t go on a spending 
frenzy, but we continue to have good 
sound financial management systems 
in place. 

SCOTTSVILLE DISTRICT
Cindi Burket (R)

I think not. Unless it were to go on 
for a long time, I think we can just keep 
the property tax where it would be.   

Jane Dittmar (D)
Our current tax rate is $0.766 per 

$100 of assessed value.  There was a 
very small increase in the rate adopted 
by the board this year.  Raising the real 

estate tax rate is my least favorite way 
to relieve revenue shortfall.  Fortu-
nately with increasing real estate value 
we should continue to have increased 
revenue this coming budget cycle, so 
there shouldn’t be pressure on the 
board for any further adjustment in 
the future.

With regard to lowering the tax rate, 
we have done that in the past, and so 
has the City of Charlottesville, when 
we found that revenues exceed our 
most important priorities, and I would 
be 100 percent in favor of doing that 
given the opportunity to fund what 
we need to and return the rest to the 
taxpayers. 

Describe a part of 
local government 
that would benefit 
from increased 
city and county 
cooperation and 
that you would 
make a priority.

JACK JOUETT DISTRICT
Diantha H. McKeel (I)

I think there are a lot of areas 
because I think sometimes we haven’t 
cooperated as much as I would like to 
see us cooperate.  And I would add, I 
think you said city and county, and I 
would add UVa to that mix as well.  I 
think that right now the University of 
Virginia is reaching out to the commu-
nity in ways that I haven’t seen happen 
before.  I think that’s very welcome.  
And I think the time is right to pull UVa 
in to see what we can do for the three 
entities to be working together….

I think one area that’s ripe for co-
operation is economic development.  
We ought to be looking, all three of us, 
because it all benefits our community.  
Certainly the University is going to be 
looking at hiring new faculty, because 
they have to increase their enrollment 
every year, so they are bringing in new 
students, and they have a lot of faculty 

that’s going to be retiring.  So jobs 
for faculty spouses will become very 
important for them.  I think the city is 
looking at economic development.  I’d 
like us to see if perhaps we can put 
economic development at the center 
of some of this cooperation.  

I’d like to really talk very strongly 
about workforce housing.  I think the 
city is doing some things that are very 
different from the county, and certain-
ly the University struggles with a lot 
of employees who have issues trying 
to find housing.  So workforce hous-
ing, economic development, fire and 
rescue is ripe for cooperation.  I think 
the proposed shooting range that is 
now on the table for the UVa and the 
city and county is a great example of 
being a win-win for all three entities 
as well as the community.  I’d like to 
see maybe more cooperation around 
natural disaster preparedness.  I am 
not sure we have preparedness plans 
that involve enough all three of our 
communities.  

The other thing I would like to look 
at is transit and bus.  I am not sure 
why we have to have a University 
of Virginia bus system and the CAT 
system.  There are models out there.   
Blacksburg has figured out how to 
have one bus system, where the Tech 
students, which is certainly as large 
a university as we have here, where 
the Tech students and the locals use 
the same bus system.  Now we have a 
much larger land area, but I still think 
if we really wanted to we could reduce 
the number of buses on our urban 
ring roads, reduce our emissions, and 
save money in the long run by coming 
together.  So those are a few of the 
areas I would like to look at.

Phillip Seay (I)
I think as a city employee, and I have 

been a city employee since 1998, I 
have a unique perspective on this, and 
then having run the First Tee through 
parks and recreation since 2002.  For 
example, in parks and recreation the 
county has certain services that it can 
provide that the city doesn’t.  [The city 
has] certain services that the county 
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doesn’t.  We work really well together 
to blend those services and provide 
them for both city and county resi-
dents.  

So I would hope that, if elected, I 
can take this opportunity if it presents 
itself, to work with our folks in the city 
and see what we can do.  There’s no 
question about it, for example, there 
are certain city programs where a 
good majority of the participants are 
non-residents, and the same thing 
with the county.  So instead of rein-
venting the wheel and each one having 
their own, if we have something and 
we can make it better, let’s do that.   

RIO DISTRICT
Jayme L. “Brad” Sheffield (D)

As we are seeing growth continue to 
push up U.S. [Route] 29 and now we 
are seeing it go down south of the city, 
regional transit would be a priority of 
mine when it comes to city and county 
relations.  I think the county needs to 
take a more aggressive and very active 
role in the planning and implementa-
tion of regional transit services.  And 
I think that goes a step beyond just 
paying for the buses, we need to make 
sure we are providing the complete in-
frastructure to make the services suc-
cessful.  We need to be finding ways of 
reaching out to the public to find out 
what they need to be encouraged to 
ride something like a transit service 
from somewhere as far away as Forest 
Lakes into the UVa area or just finding 
ways of getting people from downtown 
out to jobs that may exist in the Hol-
lymead or Forest Lakes area.  

So there is some discussion that 
still needs to go on with the public but 
I think regional transit is a top prior-
ity for me when it comes to city and 
county relations. 

Rodney S. Thomas (R)
There’s probably three.  Schools is 

one, police, and fire-rescue protection.  
Those would benefit both sides of the 
border.  I was on one of the commit-
tees that [Delegate] David Toscano 
helped us get together, and…I just 
happened to get stuck on fire-rescue.  
We tried, and everything we looked at, 
it just wasn’t affordable to merge the 
fire companies and the rescue squads 
together.  I think [consolidation] a little 
bit at a time, rather than trying to jam 
it all in together, I think if we could 
continue to go a little bit at a time, we 
will get there.  We have three police 
departments.  UVa will always have 
theirs, but maybe the other two could 
merge.  It would save a lot of money 
for the city and county.  But then again 
you have a city and a county, you have 
rural and you have only five percent 
of our acreage in the county is in the 
development zone and is urban, or 
getting really urbanized right now.  The 
other [95 percent] is all rural except 
for little parts—Rivanna Village, Crozet, 
and [the area] north of the South Fork 
of the Rivanna River.  The growth area 
should stay the size that it is until we 
can fill it up.  

SAMUEL MILLER DISTRICT
Liz Palmer (D)

Oh my, there are many areas.  One 
of the things I really like is the thought 
of having a group of individuals that 
are good at placemaking to look at 
the areas where our city and county 
meet to improve the quality of those 
spaces with more green spaces, more 
greenways, to attract people to those 
areas, and make transportation easier 
in those areas. 

I also, having been involved in the 
water and sewer for many years, 

would see the benefits of a combined 
water authority.  We have three here in 
this community—the Rivanna Water 
& Sewer Authority, the Albemarle 
County Service Authority, and the city.  
There are a lot of efficiencies to be 
had there if we could combine those 
authorities and we could work on our 
water and sewer infrastructure chal-
lenges together.

Duane E. Snow (R)
We’ve met two years ago with the 

leaders of Charlottesville and the 
school board leaders of Albemarle 
County to sit down and have that con-
versation. And we identified seven or 
eight different areas that we could see 
opportunities for joint participation. 
And so we divided up into groups and 
we went out and worked with staff and 
came back and we all gave our reports. 

And for the most part, the city and 
county agree that a lot of these things 
we are doing need to be maintained, 
because the city environment and the 
density is so much different from that 
95 percent that is out in the county. So 
if you try to combine the police force, 
there is a lot more intensive policing 
right downtown whereas out in the 
county it is completely different. So we 
looked…at social services, we looked 
at fire and rescue, and we already have 
a lot of participation there. 

In fact we’ve done a really good job 
with things such as joint undertakings 
with libraries, emergency call centers 
and jail and things such as that. One 
thing that we have identified that 
might be an opportunity is additional 
work together on parks and recreation 
and there are a couple of others that 
I just can’t think of right now that 
would fall into that category, but we 
are constantly looking for opportuni-
ties to share expenses so that we can 

increase opportunities for all of our 
citizens and maintain control of our 
costs. 

SCOTTSVILLE DISTRICT
Cindi Burket (R)

What really needs to happen is [we 
need to] have a process already in 
place or a committee already in place 
so that when something comes up 
– We should talk to the County, or we 
should talk to the City – it is already 
there. Someone just goes in and says 
we would like this to be discussed, 
could we collaborate on this, instead 
of having to go through the whole pro-
cess of getting a committee together 
it is already done; and we simply get 
approval in terms of scope of the in-
vestigation. To have an automatic task 
force committee ready to go so that 
we don’t miss an opportunity to col-
laborate and cooperate with the City. 

Jane Dittmar (D)
The Commonwealth, unlike most 

states in the nation, has independent 
cities and counties.  This sometimes 
promotes inefficiencies because 
neighboring jurisdictions duplicate 
the mechanisms by which they deliver 
services.  I would like very much to 
consider any partnering efforts with 
the city that would provide the same 
or better service to county residents if 
it will lower county expense.  

We currently have several models 
that I think work very well, including 
the airport authority and the [Rivanna 
Water & Sewer Authority].  I would like 
to see a local transportation author-
ity which combines our efforts to get 
more public transportation out to our 
neighborhoods.  I would also be inter-
ested in looking at innovative ideas for 
our schools and perhaps an authority 
for parks and recreation.
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Your support makes a difference
Charlottesville Tomorrow is pleased to bring you the sixth installment of our Voter Guide. We pull this content together because we are committed to 

giving you the information you need to make informed choices about our community’s future. Please help us continue to provide this service by making a 
donation to Charlottesville Tomorrow. You can do so by visiting www.cvilletomorrow.org and clicking on “SUPPORT US.”
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