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Witriam G4bpESBT,

FROM
THE AGE OF SEVENTEEN TO TWENTY-EIGHT:
W EH EN

iHe was brought to Trial before the Hice Cour®
of JusTiciary, .and received SENTENCE of
DzaTH, on Tuelday, the 21{t of December, 179o.

. WRITTEN Br HIMSELF, WHEN IN PRISON.

v

TO WHICH 1S ADDED, AN

Y, RAE. U A DR - S e

CONCERNING
His CONFESSION of having Robbed the DuUNDEE

BANK.

THE WHOLE CONTAINING

A NARRATIVE of the moft extraordinary and
unexampled Depravity of Conduct perhaps ever
exhibited to the World.

—“—-m—p

EDINBURGH:

PRINTED FOR WILLIAM CREECH
AND SOLD BY DUNLOP AND WILSON, GLASGOW 3 R. NICOL,
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IT has been found in every nation, that, as

wealth and luxury increafed, crimes have
multiplied. ' 2

Eviry fucceeding year thews us addi-
tional reafons, for anincreafing vigilance and
aCtivity of police, to preferve -our perfons
and our properties. Without a {trict police,
the bleflings of civil fociety cannot be en-
joyed ; and all the exertions of induftry and

virtue may be defeated,

IN {everal late criminal trials, it has ap-
peared, that this country is confidered by
atrocrous villains, as a region yet unexplor-
ed, and open to depredations of every kind,
with little rifk of deteion, or fear of pu-
nifhmen.

* Joun
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JounN BrRowN, alias Humphry Moore,
{than whom a more ;Lbandoned mifcreant
has feldom appeared,) declared this to be-
his belief, when he was examined on the
trial of WirLiaM Bropiz ; and he acknow-
ledged, that this opinion was the occafion

of his coming to Scotland.———We meet

with the fame fentiment in the following
{heets: and it thercfore becomes highly ne-
ceflary, to put the Public in general upon
‘their guard againit fuch an increafing evil ;
and to give civil magiftrates every informa-
tion of nefarious chara&ers, and of the arts
which they practife to delude the unwary,
and to perpetrate their villainous purpofes,
TrE following Narrative, written by the
'“unhappy man, under an avowed fenfe of pe-
nitence, exhibits fuch a continuyed train
of crimes, as can {carcely be credited. Ma-
ny
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- ny of them the public know to be facts :
~—others cannot, however, be inveftigated ;
nor will it.now ferve any purpofe to do {o:
—But all are probable. It is, indeed, feem-
ingly impoflible, to conceive that he could
invent fuch a variety of circumftances, and
names of places and perfons; nor could he

have any motive to make himfelf appear

more wicked than he really was. Long after

the Narrative was written by him, and when

he was under fentence of death, he re-

peated the accounts of many of the crimes
here narrated, to the clergyman who attend-

ed him during that awfully interefting pe-
riod.

THE Narrative is taken from his own
hand-writing ; with corre@ions only of the
ipelling, and of grofsly vulgar provincial
idioms and expreflions. '
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TOH R
LIFL AND TRANSACTIONS
o F
WILLIAM GADESBY,

WRITTEN BY HIMSELF, IN PRISON.

I WAS born in-the city of Litchfield, in
the county of Stafford, of honeft and credi-
table parents ; who gave me education as far
as their circumitances would allow. But being
of a wild difpofition, I gave little attention
to my education. My uncle, who 1s a farm-
er in that county, took me under his charge
at the age of fourteen; and having no child
of his own, gave me great indulgence, till I
became mafter of him, and then he {fent me
back to my father. I remained at home fome
time before I committed any ad of theft.
The firft that I remember, was a pocket-book -
from a ftationer’s thop, which theft having
reached my father’s ears, I was {everely beat

for the crime,
' A At
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At the age of {ixteen my father bound me
apprentice to a black-fmith at Birmingham,
and I behaved myfelf very well for a confider-
able time. But getting acquainted with a
gang of thieves proved my ruin. I was well
{killed in making locks and keys, and [ made
many falfe keys and picklocks for them. With
the afliftance of thefe they robbed many capi-
tal thops, andIgotan equalfhareof their booty.
My mafter getting intelligence of my connec-
tion with thefe people turned me off at the
age of eighteen. I fometime after got the
place of boot-catch to a great inn in Birming-
ham ; and, being reckoned a clever lad, I was
engaged by one Jenkins a player, and was
to receive ten {hillings a-week. I continued |
in this way five months, when my extrava-
- gance rendered the wages infufficient. [ then
engaged with a gentleman that was going to
travel, and I went with him to France. My
mafter finding the inconvenience of my not
underftanding the language, was for parting
with me, but delayed for fometime till he
fhould find one who would carry me back to
England. My mafter being of a gay and dii-
fipated difpofition, and being defirous of

being
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being acquainted with the manners of the
¢ountry,frequently left to methe charge of his
cloaths and money ; and particularly when he
went out at one time with fome companions,
" on aparty of pleafure. I knowing that I was to
leave him very foon, thought it was high
time to make my market: I therefore immedi-
ately went off with his cloathing and money;
which laft amounted to 307 guineas, and I ar-
rived {afe at Dover, and then at London. My
unfettled mind and fear of detection would not

allow me to {top there; and I took a paflage in
a veilel to Dublin. 1 there pafled for a gentle-
man’s fon. I gotacquainted with a young gen-

tleman,and being very intimate in the family,
in the courfe of thtee months I became the lo-
ver of his fifter. All this{cene I went through
in the courfe of a year. But my money becom-
ing low, I was obliged again to take to my
fhifts ; either to {teal, or do what I could for
money. Ibegan to be a thiefagain: and to fave
my credit, I wrote and forged letters to my
miftrefs, on pretence that I had received mo-
ney from my friends to vifit my father. But
~being dete@ed in an a& of theft, I durft no
more write ot approach the dwelling houfe of

s
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my miftrefs, whofe father threatened my life:
if I prefumed to come near his houfe. I then
tried my fortune through fome parts of Ire-
land, but nothing remarkable happened.

I left Ireland 1n the twentieth year of my '
age, and came to England, to the town 1 was:
born in. My parents knew my'bad charac-
ter, and gave me littlecountenance. Itherefore
had my fortune to feek once more. On a Fri~
day being market-day, 1 began to try my
hand on picking pockets, and got a booty of
fixteen guineas off'a gentleman thatl was well
acquainted with. I then left the place,and foon
oot a companion of the fame profeflion. We
went together through the country, and com-
mitted numerous acts of theft. 1 wasappre-
hended at Stafford for picking a man’s poc-
ket of nine guineas, and {lood my trial, but
aot off, for being publicly whipped.  Five
weeks after I got my liberty, I was appre-
hended again for robbing a man of fifteen gui-
neas, and.ftood my trial before Judge Buller,
but got clear. I got a companion, and we
then went to London together. There wecom-
mitted mziny daring acts of theft and robbery,

particularly one on a gentleman’s carriage at
’ ten.
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ten o’clock. By miftake in the dufk my com:-
panion’s piftol went off, and wounded me 1n
the left hip. Finding London was too tharp
for men of our trade, we determinedto leave
it. [ was difcovered, however, picking a gen=
tleman’s pocket-_of has purfe, which contained
feventy guineas, and, atter {fome time,ﬁnding
I wwas purfued and would be taken, I threw it
away; but when taken I was fent to Tethill-
Frelds Bridewell, for threemonths. After I was
m Bridéwell, IHent formy companion, and he
gave the jailor fome money, and in lefs than
~ tourteen days my liberation was obtained, on
the footing of bad health. T left London
four days after this, and went the dire@ road
to Oxford ; and I robbed two men on the
road, but got very little from them. I be-
came by this time very well known to the
greateft part of the thieves in England, and
was noted amongit them for picking both
locks and pockets, and there were few that
 gould furpafs me.
I began to think it high time to alter my
- name, 1 therefore went under the name of
Joun SmiTH, and made much booty in Ox-
ford ; but I left that city to go to a fair, to

| {ce
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fee what I could get. 'The place was called
Banbury about twelve miles from Oxford. I
had not been long there before I joined a
companton in the trade, and going together,
we got {fome trifles from the multitude, but
not {ufhicient to {upply our greedy minds.

We were determined to have more before
we left the place. We dined at an inn that
day, and fupped there likewife, but left the
place at night, determining to rob fome per-
fon. We lighted on a gentleman and a lady
in a carriage, and got between fixty and fe-
venty guineas, withagold, and a filver watch.
We then took the dire& road for Birming-
ham, but nothing happened extraordinary on
our travels; only that I ftole two filver tan-
kards at an inn at Coventry. When we
came to Birmingham we got ready fale for
the watches and plate.

Being too well known at Birmingham, I
remained there but four weeks, during which
time I drew up with a Womah, and cohabited
~with her as man and wife. 1 left her, and
took theroad to Bath. At Gloucelter I took
a booty to the value of eiglity guineas froma

filver fmith, and then altered my route, taking
| the
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the {tage-coach to Newmarket, where I had
learnt the races were to begin the next week.
Arriving theretwodaysbefore the races,I went
to the play, and got that night eighty guineas.

I pafled my time here among the girls of
the place, and for a month appeared in the ha-
bit of a gentleman, but got many a good beat-
ing. When I left this place,Ihad {till remaining
. between feventy and eighty pounds, and was
determined to {ee Bath. I went firft to Brif-
tol, and the night that I arrived there, I fell

into company with three {feafaring people,and'
won from them about 10ol. at cribbage. The

nextday I went in the fly-coach to Bath. Here
I began to think of a wife, as Bath was a place
for a gentleman to make his fortune in that
way, and I thought that I would try mine. I
did all thatlay in my power to get acquainted
with the young gentlemen in the place, and
foon got acquainted with Mr a great
merchant’s fon, who introducedme toa great
deal of company. Being one night at the
card-room, I had a great run of luck, and
won near three hundred guineas from a
young gentleman, but I being of a good natu-
ral temper, befides thinking it might ferve o-

' ther
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¢her good purpofes, made him a prelent of 3
hundred pounds of the money. IHe was very
orateful to me for my generofity, and invited
me to his father’s houfe. This inwvitation 1
accepted of, and got good entertainment from
Lis parents. My firft introduction was to
tea, and I ftayed fupper. In the courfe of con-
verfation I gave them a defcription of Ireland,
as at this time, I pafled for an Irifh gentle-
man, under the name of Mr John Burke,
from the city of Dublin, ~ Ivifited this fami-
ly very often, became very familiar init, and
attached myidelf to the young lady. I made
her many valuable prefents to ingratiate my-

{elf in her favour.
I committed few as of theft this winter,

for I had fuch luck at cards that I had no oc-
cafion to employ other means for fupplymg

myfelf with money; one exploit, however, 1s
worth mentioning, viz. the lobbery of the

ftage between Cricklade and Bath. There
were {ix paflengersin all, and 1 got from them
o fum of very near {ixty guineas. Being thusat
perfect liberty, and unfufpected, 1 ufed every
_endeavour to gain the favour and affection of
“the young lady above mentioned ; and I fuc-

ceeded {fo w ell that the was always obhfrmg
and
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and remarkably civil to me. Wefrequently
walked together in the country : But one day
T unluckily happened to drop a letter out of
iy pocket from a man of my own profe{lion,
who was then a prifoner 1n Exeter jail; and I
not mifling it, the had an opportunity of per-
ufing 1t, which made her acquainted with
my true character. I did not fail to invent
2 number of ftories, fuch as that it was a letter
1 had found, &c.; but all thefe were to no
purpo{'e, when fhe remarked that the direc-
tion was to me at my lodgings. This w asithe
occafionof thematch between us being broken
off, 1 then thought my character would be

blafted at Bath, and I refolved to leave it; |
but before I did leave it, I committed the
vileft a&ion of my life, which I think the
greateft fin I have to anfwer for to God, and
for which I feel:the greateft afiliction.—Ha-
ving fettled all my affairs, and paid for my
lodging, &c. I contrived tofend a letter to
theyoung lady, requefting herto meetine that
levening near a certain gate at nine o’clock
that I mightexplain what had happened.—
_'Thié fhe complied with. I tied my horfe to
the gatc and talked with her for fome time;

B and
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and endeavoured to reconcile matters, but
to no purpofe. I then treated her very ill,
mounted my horfe, took the road for
Birmingham, and never after heard of, or
{aw her.

T went the Marlborough road, and that
night robbed the poft, but -got nothing of
value. At Birmingham I ‘went under the
name of John Brown, and got intimate with
a woman tlrat kept a houfe of bad fame: She
fupplied me plentifully with money, and paid
half-a-guinea a-week for my horfe at the li- .
very ftables. I went to Litchfield races, where
I loft all my money, and was again obliged
to try my hand at my old trade. With a
companion I there met, we robbed a gen-
tleman of his purfe containing 33 gui-
neas. - 1 returned again to Birmingham,
“and lived with the woman above mention-
ed for four months, during which time
I' committed many thefts. [ was appre-
hended on fufpicion of a robbery, and
lay in jail eight weeks ; but no proof com-
ing out, I got clear. I then began to fee,

that, if I did not alter my courie of life, I
- {hould

&
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{liould foon be brought to the gallows. I now
went northward, but without commuitting a-
ny great acts of theft for fome time, At
Carlifle I picked a gentleman’s pocket of
Scots notes and cath to the amount of 46 L.
1 then began to think-of fettling and return-
ing to my own country, I engaged with a
dmith 1 Derbyihire, and worked with him .

foberly and diligently for fome months; till
having feduced a fervant girl, her {ituation
obliged me cither to marry her, or leave the
country. I.therefore left my mafter, which
.1 was then {osry to do, as he was making me
-a very capital workman, and went to the
place where I wvas born. I there committed
{ome {mall thefts, which obliged me to enlift
for a foldier. I enlifted in the 7th regiment,
or Royal Englith Fufileers, then recruiting in
Litchfield, March 1784. 1 joined the regi-
ment at Gloucefter,; and behaved myfelf ve-
ry well for fome meonths. Having been on
‘a recruiting party at Leicefter, and return-
ing with the recruits through Birmingham,
A fell 1in with fome of my old companions ;
and on the laft of the three nights we halted

there, I was concernied in taking a trunk from
behind
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behind a carriage. It contained wearing ap-
parel of great value. I received my fhare of
this bootygand proceeded on our march with
the recruits the next day. After I had again
joined the regiment, 1 began to diflike the
military life, and I therefore- deferted in
February 1785, as I well remember; on the
sth day of the month. I went diretly to
find out my old companions at Birmingham ;
but I {foon learned they were all in prifon. I
was therefore obliged to try my fortune in
fome other place. I then went to my pa-
rents, and mmpofed on them, by telling them
-1 was behaving myfelf well. They did not
‘know that I was a deferter ; {o that they fur-
nithed me with both money and cloaths. 1
foon left them, being determined to begin
my old trade of thieving. I went directly
for Derby, and.on the night of my arrival
there, I ftolé from a fhop-keeper near fix do-
zen of {1lk handkerchiefs, and then travelled
the country as a hawker {elling them. In
this progrefs I got acquainted with a northern
~traveller, -and foon after I was taken up at
Nottingham for pafling bad money, which
| qnd my companion. had made, and was {fent

. e
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to jail. Not knowing me to be a deferter,
the magiftrates allowed me to enlift. I accor-
dingly enlifted 1n the dragoons mnder the
name of John Boodle, and got three guineas
bounty-money. I joined the regiment at
Stamford, and behaved myfelf well for fome
weeks, Being at drill one day with my
horfe, T received a hurt which difabled me
from my duty, and occafioned my being fent
on a recruiting party only nine miles from
the place in which I was born. This made me
think that if I ftopped there I {hould be very
foon apprehended. In the houfe where I was
billeted, T picked the lock of my landlord’s
trunk, and took a fuit of black clothes, and
then deferted in July 148¢.  Ileft my quar-
ters at twelve o'clock at night, leaving my
regimentals in place of my landlord’s black
fuit, thinking an exchange no robbery. I was
determined to go to Birmingham again ; but
finding I could not reach it foon on foot, T
took a horfe from a ftable about fix miles
from the place I left, and rode him many
‘miles, and then turned him to grafs; but
whether his owner ever got him again
I cannot tell. I-got fafe ‘to - Birmingham
in the evening, Having little money, I
' began
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began to try my hand at thieving dgpain.
Next morning I enquired for my old miftrefs,
“but fhe had left her former houfe, [ found,
however, one of my old companions, with
whom I 'had dene a deal of bufinefs. He got
my cloaths changed as they were very re-
~ markable. We then determined to travel to-
gether: But making farther enquiry after
my late miftrefs, I found that {he was doing
extremely well ; and ‘he took me to her new
houfe. :When fhe faw me fhe fainted ; for,
as fhe afterwards faid, {he had heard that I
had been hanged at Nottingham for coining.
- 1 ftepped here all night, and when 1n bed,
the begged me to give her the hiftory of.my
laft travels, which I faithfully-did. She pi-
tied my fituation very much, and begged me
to ftay with her and travel no more. I pro-
mifed to do fo, and next day fhe cloathed
me extremely well, and gave me a good
watch. She never wanted money, for fhe
had then ten of the finelt girls in the place
in her houfe. I went about more like a gen-
tleman than the bully of a bawdy-houfe, and
was known at this time by the name of John
Brown, Efq. I ftaid two months with this

' ‘ | | womarn,
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woman, after which The was feized with a
fudden fit of illnefs, and died. I gave her
a decent burial, and ordered the girls to leave
the houfe. I fold all the goods, and paid the
landlord the houfe-rent, after which I had
about 121 ,*’ _

I fent for 'my laft com‘panion, and met
him at the fign of the red lion at Digbroth *.
We then concerted what was to be done, and
we agreed that the roads would be the beit

place we could go to. That fame night we got
three watches and near forty guineas. We
fold the watches, but at aftonifhingly low
prices. If I had the King’s crown of gold, I
could Jell 1t in Birmingbam. We left Birming-
ham, and went to Warwick ; and there I al-
tered my name again, calling myfelf John
Booth, as that was my mother’s maiden
name. We committed here fome few crimes,
but not worth mentioning, '

- We went from Warwick, to Ipfwich in
Suffolk, where I contrived to pick a man’s
~pocket of near an hundred and fifty pounds.
We lett the place that fame night, and took
' e the

* This is probably wrong-f{pelled ; but not knowing the place, -
the original orthography is ufed, y
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‘the road to Cambridge. When we camié¢
there, I found that my companion was too
well known, and we were obliged to take to
fome other quarter. I was defirous that he
would go to Scotland, as I told him that was
a very flat place *. He faid he did not wifh to
- go there, as he had been twice banifhed from
the country already. We therefore agreed to
g0 to the north of England, and firft took the
coach to Nothingham. Here I learned that
W illiaim Cook, an old companion of mine lay
under {entence of death. I wentto {fee him
next day, and finding him in a bad fituation,
I made him a prefent of two guineas. He
begged of me that I would leave my way of
life, and I promifed to do fo the firft good
boot)} that I made. I left him, but his fitu-
ation and advice made no impreiflion on me.
I left Nothingham, and then my compa-
nion and I went to Leeds fair. Here 1 pick-
ed a farmer’s pocket of fixty guineas. We
{topped four days, and returned on our road
to

* In the flang language, or that of thieves, a flat fignifies an
unguarded, unfufpicious perfon. A fharp is one who 1s on his
‘guard, and is fufpicious of roguery. Scotland therefore being
termed a_flat country, means, that the people are eafily irnp-:}ff-:d~
‘vpon, and not knowing in the tricks of fharpers and {windlers,



£y )

%o Birmingham. We went by the way of
Shefhield, and there I picked feveral pockets,
but of no value.  'We went from thence in
the coach to Leicefter, and there we commit-
ted many robberies during our {tay of {even
‘weeks. - The many robberies committed at
Leiceﬁei*, occafioned a ftrit enquiry to be -
made, and every {ftranger was apprehended,
and I among others. My companion, how-
ever, got fortunately outof the way, otherwife

it might have been very bad for us both. I

was examined, and a filver watchfound upon
me; the maker’s name and number of which

 being erafed, and twenty-ix guineas found
in my pocket, occafioned great fufpicion a-
gainft me. But no clear evidence coming
out, I efcaped punithment, I was, however,
{fwornto, as a deferter from the 7th regiment,
and I lay eight weeksand four daysin prifon,
and then I was fent to join the regiment at
Plymouth, near the Land’s End of England,
On the march from Gloucefter to Fxeter, at
a place called Wellington, the money of our
party ran low. I prevailed by my addrefs in
ha;ring my hand-cuffs taken off; as I could
procure money, others could not. It was
TR T market-
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market-day, and I went to the market-place
amongit the farmers. I picked a farmer’s poc-
ket of eighteen guineas and {eventeen fhil-
lings. There were three foldiers and a cor-
poral with me. I gave them eight guineas,
and kept the reft to myfelf. Befides I treat-
ed them that evening with fix half crown
bowls of punch, and we were all very merry.
We proceeded the next day for Exeter, and
there I was a prifoner under the goth regi-
ment. Nothing particular happened between
Exeter and Plymouth barracks, where 1 ar-
rived the firft of November, 1785, and I
think it was on a Sunday. 1 was committed
to the black-hole, and was afterwards tried
by a court-martial. Being a likely youngman
the major was not for punifhing me, and I
was ‘only"conﬁned to the black-hole for five
days. After this I behaved myfelf well,and
was always reckoned a good clean {oldier,
and gained the good opinion both of the fol-
diers and officers of the regiment. I took up
with a woman here,and lived with her as my
wife, and fhe kept me in pocket-money and
every thing I wanted. In the latter end of
February 1 was ordered on a party, viz.
. twenty-
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twenty-five of our regiment, and twe nty-ﬁve
of the 22d regiment; to do duty on board a
Dutch veflel that had got on fhore. The fhip
being loaded with valuable goods, the coun-
try “pe-ople were eager to plunder her. The
name of the place where this happened - 1s
Padftow, and a good quarter it is for foldiers.
, The captain of the firanded veflel paid a fhil-
ling a day for each foldier. When I was on
duty, I fold many of the things put under
my charge; and the failors knowing nothing

of the language or manners of our country,
it was cafy to take them in. There were on-
ly two men on board that could fpeak any

Englifh at all. 'We remained here {eventeen
days, and when I marched to join the regi-
ment again, I had in money twenty-four
guineas and cleven dollars, befides fome va-
luable goods. When we arrived at Pljrmouth-
dock barracks, I went to my fair doxy, and
{he was very happy at my return and fuc-

cefs. -+ I now kept up the drinking fcheme,
and in four weeks I had not 2 penny left. As

my pretended wife had at this time a houfe

well furnithed,lgot her perfuaded tofellall off;

as I told her, 1t was impoflible to carry houie-
hold
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liold goods or farniture on the march, She:
accordingly did as T withed, and after paying
off every thing, the had fourteen pounds.
This kept me 1rdrink for a confiderable time 3
but when it'was all gone I made her fell her
beft cloaths. When I found I had got all that
{he had, and there was nothing more to ex -
pe¢t, Iturned her off; when we marched from
Plymouth on the twenty-fifth of April 1786.
Our route was for Scotland. Nothing re-
markable happened till we came to Exeter,and
there I picked the lock of one of my land-
lord’s trunks, and took out of it half a guinea
and fome' {mall filver. We marched next
morning, and I heard nothing of the theft,
as I fuppofe it would be fome time before the
money was mifled. We arrived at Bath upon
a Saturday, and were to halt all next day. In
the houfe where I was billetted, [ made a con-
quefl of the maid-fervant, and we {lept toge-
¢her. She was determined to go with me,
 and be married, but her friends interpofed.
Indeed I only intended to have carried her on
as long as her money and cloaths lafted. We

proceeded from Bath to Glocefter, and there
* she regiment was reviewed,

Whe
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When we left Glocefter, I carried two.of
my landlord’s tea-fpoons with me. At Wor-
cefter, however, I ftole three dozen of wo-
men’s gloves, fome blue, fome green, from a
glover who lived in my landlord’s entry.
When we arrived at Birmingham [met with.
fome of my old companions, and being of-
fered fome handfome prefents, [ chofe a fil-
ver watch. They did every thing 1n their
power to induce me to defert, butat that time
I was bent upon Scotland. The regiment
halted two days at Birmingham, and I did net
pafs that time without fome as of theft. Int
particular, my landlord being an engraver,
I ftole a large quantity of coat and waiftcoat
buttons. We came next day to my native
place, and my parents were very happy to fee
me. They got leave from the major for me
to {top a day with them, andto join the regi-
ment the next, but I ftaid four days. Iwas
now determined to defert, but my {cheme
reaching my father’s ears, he threatened to
have me taken up. But on giving me fome
guineas 1 promafed to join the regiment, and
accordingly, 1 overtook them at Matlack.
The major, with whom I was a favourite,

did
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did not confine me, but gave me a fevere fe-
primand. The regiment went forwards, and
I was never fober, till I had {pent all my mo-
ney. I was perfectly honeft till we came to
Leeds. There I ftole from an inna horn cup
tipped with filver on the top and bottom,and
alfo two filver fpoons. I fold them that fame
evening to a perfon that I knew was accuf-
tomed to buy fufpicious goods. At Darling-
ton I met with one of my old companions,
and he gave me two guineas. He is well
known in Scotland, and 1s at the time I am
writing this, a convict for Botany-bay.

I lett Darlington next morning, and part-
ed with my companion, but notwithout plen-
ty of liquor. At Belford I was quartered n
a theemaker’s houfe, and I ftole from him the

=

morning of our departure, a quantity of lea-
~ ther, which I fold at Berwick for twelve fhil-
lings.  During our ftop of fome days at Ber-
~wick, I ftole two filver cups, and fold them .
for two guineas. Fromthence we were march=
ed to Muflelburgh to. remain fome time. I
was fent to Edinburgh for three days ona re-
eruiting party, and there I got intimate in 2

‘ public-
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public-houfe in the Grafs-market, with a gen-
tleman that {uffered about two years ago.
When the party went back to Muffelburgh
I {old a pair of new fhoes toa country-fellow,
and while he was bufy trying them on, 1
picked his pocket of eight fhillings. But he
mifling the money, it was with dlﬂiculty I

perfuaded him that he had left it at home. I
~ then got three fhillings for my {hoes, which
I thought were well fold. I was exceedingly

{forry that 1 could not get his pocket-book for

there were a good many notes in it.
I was {foon after this fent with a Worklng

party to the north of Scotland. We left Muf-
{felburgh in July, and were to go to Dunkeld.
‘We went through Edinburgh, and while we
{topped, I ftole a fhirt,a pair of women's black
ftockings, and a worfted night-cap, from a
houfe in the Canongate. We went that n'iglit

to Inverkeithing, after crofling the ferry.
Here I fold the fhirt for three ﬂnllmgs, and

[ ftole a filk handkerchief from the houfe
~ where we were drinking. - We marched next
morning, and reached Kinrofs, where I ftole
from my quarters a white ftock and filver

ftock buckle. 'The next day we arrived at
Perth:
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Perth on ‘the market-day, and there being a
{tage-doctor, I thought of trying my hand in
the croud as I was {hort of money. The firft
thing I got my hand upon, was a woman's
Bible, but 1t being covered, I took it for a
pocket-book. Finding my miftake, I was re-
{folved to try for fomething elfe, and got fix
pocket handkerchiefs, and at laft a pocket-
book, which contained fome bills and two
twenty {hilling notes. Before I left the place
I heard fome perfon fay that there was {fome
pick-pocket about, and therefore I made off
directly.

I went to my quarters, and gave my com-
pamon one of the notes to get filver, and I
took the other myiclf for the fame purpofe.
The woman of the houfe where [ changed my
- note, afked if I would take five fhillings of
halfpence, which laﬂ'reed to. She left me .
ina fmall room while the went to fetch the
change, and I ftole from a cupboard a quan-
tity of halfpence [{faw there. I then went to
my companion, and found he had got change,
and gave him five fhillings for his trouble. |
alfo {fold the Bible to my landlady for a pint

of whifky. Not bemg contented with what
I had
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I had gotten, I went back to the ftage-doc=
tor’s, but found the multitude moftly gone:.
I went then to the fleflh-market, and took a
purfe from a woman which had twelve fhil-
lings in it. My companion and [ then went
to a public-houfe, where ‘we drank very hear-
tilyy. We wanted to go to a houfe of bad
fame, and I gave a barber half a crown to
conduct us, and we ftaid till near three o’clock
in the morning in the monfter’ss When

coming home I broke the window-fhutter of
a thop,and got feveral things, particularly a-
bout thirty pieces of ribbons. We then went
direély to our quarters, and left the placethe
next morning for Dunkeld, We came to z
fiver clofe by that place, and I Being muchin
liquor, I would not pay for the ferry, and
was determined to ford the river. In at-
tempting this, [ was carried off my-feet, and
with the weight of my knapfack I certainly
would foon have loft my life, if the boatmen
had not come to my relief, and taken me up:
I had at this time near two guineas in my
pocket. When I recovered, I gave the two
| boatmen who had faved me, one fhilling a-
piece, and a ibillings worth of whifky. I was

D quartered
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quartered at a public-houfe near the crofs at
Dunkeld, and met with very civil ufage. We
halted here on Sunday, and next day went
to a place called Strathbrand.

At a place called Amulree we got our
meal, viz. a peck a-week for each man.—
While they were bufy {erving out the meal
there, I {lipped into another room, and {tole
a pair of womens fthoes, with filver buckles,
and a large mutton ham. I gave the ham
to my companion to carry to quarters. We
went 1nto another room, and there we found
under the bed a {fmall barrel ; which being
examined proved to be whifky. I fearched
about, and found fome empty bottles in a
corner; and afterwards got a cock, and we
tapped the barrel, and carried off five bottles
each, which we concealed in the bag with
our meal. It was not mified for fome-time ;
but, {hame to the party, one of them told the
truth concerning this theft. But the whole,
except this one, paid a fhilling a-piece rather
than fee me fent off a prifoner; and I promi=
ed to pay them again. .

[ ftopped here for ten days before I com-
mitted any other theft, only a fingle bottle

af
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of whifky from a public-houfe. I then with

my comrade ftole from a green twelve fhirts,
two velveret waiftcoats, and fome ftockings,
and we hid them in a heap of {tones. We
were four weeks 1n this quarter ; and in the
courfe of that time we broke the houfe of one

Catharine Gordon, and got {ome womens
wearing apparel. I got them {old eafily to a

travelling man who went through the coun-
try.

I now got acquainted with a maid fervant
~of the name of M‘Leod, and was a great fa-
vourite with her. When t¥e had got the
goods which were concealed in the heap of
{tones made clean and ready by means of the
foldiers wives, we were ordered to Blair of
Athol ; but we carried the goods with us.—
—We fold them afterwards to one Fe——
a change-keeper.

We ftopped at a place about nine miles
from Dunkeld,and there my COmpanions a,nd-
I {tole a number of yards of linen then bleach-
ing, with thirts, handkerchiefs, ftockings, &ec.
But the fhirts being given to one of the fol-
diers wives to pick the marks out, the was

difcovered by the landlo:d of our quarters ;
“ and
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and a warrant being obtained for fearching,
the whole goods were found. We were ta-
ken prifoners that evening, and next morn-
ing were carried before a juftice of the peace.
The juftice having been a late captain in the
army, took the foldiers part, and told the
people who had loft the goods, that they
might be very well {atisfied that they had re-
covered them. He then defired usto go with
our party ; but, before we went, he order-
us all four a dinner in the kitchen: and a ve-
ry good one it was. Having fome time to
confider, we determined to have {omething
more from his worfhip, and accordingly
brought off two hams with us.

The Sunday following we went over a
river to a fmall pretty village. We went to
the change-houfe, and I picked the lock of
a trunk, and got fome fhirts, and near forty
{hillings in filver. I gave two of my com-
panions the thirts and fent them off, T and
another ftaid behind to pay the reckoning,
and we came off without difcovery.

When I came home to quarters, I receiv-
ed a letter from my laft-mentioned miftrefs,

(M‘Leod,)
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(M‘Leod,) and that evening I wrote the fol-
lowing anfwer:

¢ Moft adorable Kate!

¢ THIS is to inform you, that I received
‘ yours this day, and think if you comply to
* your letter, I am the happieft man in the
* world. For I can fafely {ay that I have not
‘ had an hour’s pleafure fince I faw you, and
‘ never fhall till I have the pleafure of fee-
¢ ing you again.——As it does not ly in my
¢ power to call upon you, pleafe to do me the
‘ favour to leave your place, and bring all
¢ your cloaths with you, as I do intend to be-
¢ have myfelf as a man to you, and have got
¢ liberty to join with you in the holy ftate of
* matrimony.——This 1s all from a diftrac-

‘ ted lover; and I do expect to fee you in-
‘ ftead of another letter.

WM, GaDEsBY ¥,
* Asa fpecimen of his fpelling and writing, an exa& copy of
this letter 1s fubjoined. |

y ¢ Moft ﬁdorable Kéte

¢ This Is to In Form you that I Received yours this Day and
¢ do Think that If you Comploy to your Liter;that I am th apeft

¢ man
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I gave this letter to the bearer of hers.—
My companions and I then pafled the even-
ing (although it was Sundayj in drinking ;
and alfo fold fix {hirts to F before men-
tioned for nine fhillings: and he told me,

that whatever we got he would buy, as he
had a friend in Perth who kept a pawn-bro-
ker’s {hop.

We attended to our work all the following
week, but our money was all {pent on Satur-
turday night. We were therefore determin-
ed to try our hands again ; and we went four
miles into the country, and there broke a
barn, and 1n a cheft got four very good coun-
try blankets, and fome fheets. We fold them
- the next day, which was Sunday, to F

I went to my quarters that evening a little
the

¢ man In the world For I can fafeley Say that I ave not ad 4
¢« Howers Plefor Since I feed y6u Laft and never fhall Till I ave
¢ the Plefor of feeing you A gain.And as It Dus not Lay In
¢ my Power to Call on you Pleas to Do Me the Favour to Leave
¢ your Plafe And Bring all your €lofe With, you.As I Do In
¢ tend to Beave My felf As a Man to you And ave Got Liberty,
¢ to Goine to you Inthat Holey State of Matermony This Is all
¢ From a Deftracted Lover and Do Expelt to {ée yoﬁ._ In Sted of

< a2 Nother Liter
WM. GADESRY.

' 4
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the worfe of liquor, and my landlady told
me that my wife was come. Itold her I had
a wife, but had left her to fini{h the harveft,

and on going into the cow-houfe (or byre) I
found Kate affifting my landlady’s daughter
in milking the cows. We were very happy
at meeting, and the people behaved to her ex-
tremely well.  One night, however, I came
home in liquor, and I took all her cloaths,
—, and

and foldthem for three pounds to F

fhe had an excellent gold ring. The next day

I got the landlady to turn her out of quar-
ters, as I told her the was a bad woman; and

accordingly that day we got her mobbed out
of the place. She went off, and I never faw
her again, I continued to drink till all this
money was {pent.

We were fent to a place called Dalnecar-
doch, to work on the roads; but I and eleven
‘more went with the engineer forwards to Dal-
whinnie, where we halted. There was a pack-
man or pedlar 1n the houfe felling goods, and
I thoughtof t'r'ying my hand upon him. Ac-
- cqordingly, I contrived to fteal from him fix
yards of printed cotton, fome ribbons, lace,
and three handkerchiefs. But one of our

party
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party finding out this theft, I was obliged to
give him a large fhare to ftop his mouth. The
next day we advanced to where we were to
work, and on the road ftole a theep from a
- fheeling, and broughtit to our quarters, where
it was cooked. The packman, however, mif=
fing the lace and fome of the other things,
followed us,and to prevent my going to goal,
I gave all up to him that I had. We left our
work the latter end of thé year, and when we
returned to Dunkeld, we got a good dinner
from the Duke of Athole. That fame night
I was concerned in ftealing {fome linen from
the Commiflary. Next day we went to Cu-
par of Angus, on our road to Dundee, to join
the regiment. On this march I picked up {fome
{mall things, and brought them fafe to Dun-
dee. 1did no buflinefs there for fome time,
but about a month after we arrived,I was {top-
ped for {elling {fome wearing apparel, and be-
ing tried by a court-martial, I was fentenced
to receive 8oo lafhes, but only got 250, and
was keptin the black-hole ten weeks. But this
punifhment did not cure me of myv difpofi-
tion to thieving, for I picked a gentleman’s
pocket after thas at Dundee, When 1 got my

- liberty,
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liberty, I made my addrefles to a decent {fer-
vant girl ; but when {the knew of my charac-
ter, and the punifhment I had received, the
left me,.and it was well for her, for I would
have been her ruin. I lived, however, with
anothetr woman as my wife, and left her when
the regiment marched for Fort George, I be-
haved myfelf well there for twenty weeks.
But one night I went to Campbletown, and
ftole {fome ducks, for which I received no
payment but 200 lathes ; and I was very ill

after this punifhment. |
‘On our march fouthward by Banff, Aber-
deen,and Montrofe, I committed {everal thefts.

We came again to Dundee, where we halted
ten days, and during that time I committed
feveral crimes. In particular, a brewerie,
- where we had intelligence that there was a

deal of money in the counting-houfe. But
after breaking the place we only got ten fhil-

lings. We had information that there was”"

four hundred pounds, there the night betme

This was a great dlfappomtment When we

came to Edmburgh caftle I behaved myfelf
well for fome time. Ido not choofe to write

any thing concerning my tranfactions at E-
I dinburgh
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dinburgh, in my prefent fituation. I came
to the caftle May 15, 1788, The regiment
was reviewed the feventeenth of June on
Bruntsfield-links, and on the twentieth I got
acquainted with Margaret Hamilton whom 1
afterwards married, and have conftantly ad-
hered to fince. I lived a {ober life while 1n
Edinburghcaftle, butnot without commlttmg
fome petty crimes, fuch as thop-lifting.

We left Edinburgh to go to Glafgow,

where we arrived fome time in April 1780.
I behaved well for a long time, and getting
employment at Ander{ton,I could earn {ome-
times ten and fifteen fhillings a-week. In Glaf-
gow I got acquainted with a gang of thieves,
as we all know one another by our language.
My wife and I having once harboured them
in our houfe, we were very uneafy that we
could not afterwards keep them away. My
wife bought a gown from one of them, and he
being apprehended, told to whom he had {fold
the gown: the was confined for this, ten weeks.

During this time I began my old trade a-
gain, with fome of the regiment, and fome
town blackguards. I dont think I'would have
. done this if my wife had had her hiberty.
' The
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The firlt night we went out we ftole fome
whifky from a cellar; and the fame week
broke into a gentleman’s houfe at Little Go-
van, and from thence got fome wearing ap-
parel, fome ducks and fowls. On Saturday
night that fame week I and a townf{man
broke a houfe near St Andrew’s church,
and got fome filver plate, and two new hats.
We {old all the next day, as I was well ac~
quainted where to difpofe of them. 1 never

was m a town three days before I found out a
place of that kind.

The next week I and two of my fellow-
{foldiers broke the poors houfe, and {tole fome

clothes and {hoes, and a plated tankard, which

The night fol-

lowing we went into the country, and broke
into a houfe; and I going in, was obliged to
return, on account of the intollerable {mell.
—On making enquiry afterwards, we found
that 1t was the unknown work *, «——We got
nothing there, but we refolved to have fome-
thing before we flept. We went half a mile
further, and robbed a bleaching green of hol-
land, dimitty, and ftockings. We hid part

- in

we thought had been filver.

% This is"fuppofed to be the Cud-bear manufaltory.
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in a hay-ftack, where it was difcovered next
day, and the people got their own again.—
On Saturday night we went to the country
again, and got a number of fowls: fome
we fold, and ufed the reft.

o) 6w n_iéhts after, I and two of my fel-
low-foldiers, broke into a cellar, and got a
quantity of falted beef, bottled porter, and
fome whitky. Not {atisfied with that, we
broke another, and got a quantity of falc

&

herrings.——The next week we broke into

a cellar in the Calton, and got {fome bottled
porter. The feijeant hearing of the bad way
I was going on, and frequently {eeing me 1n
liquor, {poke to the officer, and I was order-
ed to join the party at Port Glafgow.

I left my wife in prifon, after giving her
what money I had, and marched with the
party on Friday. On Monday I went to work
in the dry-dock at Port-Glafgow, and got
five {hullings for two days. The next day
1 got nine thillings for nine hours heaving
ballalt into the fhip Britifh Queen. [ {ent
my wife two fhillings to get her tea and {u-
gar. Rea ow
Having {pent all my money, I refolved to

= try
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ery the country houfes ; and I and my com-
rades committed feveral depredations in the
neighbourhood.

We had formed a fcheme for robbing a fil-
ver-fmith’s fhop, but were prevented in the
execution by fome taylors.——We after-
wards broke a hard-ware thop, but what we
got was of little value, ‘ '

We were foon after this fent acrofs the
Clyde to work, but had to return every Sa-
turday evening to thow ourfelves to the of-
ficer of the party on Sunday. My wife had
now got her liberation, and had come to
Port-Glafgow ; and I carried her with me a-

crofs the river on the Monday morning,

I worked very hard for a fortnight, when
we were ordered to join the regiment at
Glafgow. When the party left Port-Glaf-
gow, 1 was much the worfe of liquor, and
could not keep up. My wife and 1, took
twenty hours to travel twenty;ﬁiiles, but 1
joined on Sunday evemf”‘f '

I now hired a room in the Gorbals, and
continued there till I was fent to goal.——
One night when I was on guard, my comrade
and I broke open the window of a ware-

~ reom
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room, which we left, being afraid of being
mifled at the guard-room. -
What had been done, being obferved by
fome paflengers, created an alarm, and in-
formation was fent to the guard-room. My
comrade and I, among others, were appoint-
ed to the duty of guarding the broken fhop.
While we were ftationed 1n the place, I pick-
ed one of the gentlemens pockets of a pair of

new buckles and a pack of cards.- lWhefn
my comrade and I were relieved from this

duty, we contrived to break another ware-
houfe in a different quarter, and got a great
quantity of fhawls. We could have done a
deal more if it had not been fo late in the
morning, and a ftir in the {treets beginning
at {ix o'clock.

After this we broke a ware-houfe in Stock-
well ftreet, and got a quantity of wine and
rum in bottles. We got fale for the rum
and the thawls, but we drank the wine.—
My wife was very angry with me, and after
this would not let me go out at night; fo
that what I did for fometime afterwards, was
done the nights I was on guard. According-

ly, the next guard I was on, we ftole fome
falted
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falted beef, and a quantity of bottled porter,
and {old them next day for ten {hillings.—
Another guard I was on, my comrade and
I opened a window, and took out of a houfe
a man’s coat, waiftcoat, and breeches, which
we fold the next day. I now got my wife’s

mind reconciled to my going out at night.
—I went one night with two more, but we got

nothing. The next night, however, that we
went out, we were more fuccefsful, and rob-
bed a houfe about four or five miles from the
town. There were four of us, and we brought
away a quantity of wearing apparel, and
fome table-cloths, fheets, and blankets, &c.;
part of which we hid 1n a hay ftack, others

we {old. Thofe left in the hay ftack were

difcovered, and returned to the owners, as
we heard *.

- About four days after this, one of my
companions came to my room, and defired
me to go along with him to a place where

there was plenty of geefe. We went and
broke

* It appeared, however; on the trial at Glafgow, 29th of
'April, 1790, that one of the four had ftolen the articles from the
hay -flack : and one of his fellow-prifoners, then at the bar, faid,

He indeed deferved to be hanged, for he bad flolen from his friends.
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broke open the door, but he found no geefe,
but faid there was a fow. 1 defired him to
bring it out, but on kicking it, he heard the
rattling:of a large chain; and ran off. A few
days afterwards we underftood that it was a
bear in the yard.

I and one of my companions went out an~
other night, and ‘we met a gentleman who
eave us half-a-crown to convoy thim home;
as he was .afraid from the numerous robbe-
ries that had latelv happened. When we ar-
" rived at his houfe, he made us drunk, and
then we were determmned to break open {ome
houfe. Accordingly, we forced open a win-

dow, and my companion going 11, found it -
was a chapel or-church, and nothing to be

oot but fome candles and candlefticks.

The next week I and two more went out
on the Kirkintilloch road, and we robbed
a houfe of {fome linens and wearing apparel,
and fome fowls.  We had fome diﬁiCulty 1n
carrying - this booty {o far, but we got all
{fafe, and had ready fale the next day.
This kept us drinking for fome days.

On going along the fireet one days a fol-
dier told me that one Dallas had been enquir-

' ' ing
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ing for me at the guard-houfe, and heinform-
cd me where he was quartered. I went and
found him, and brought him to my room,
and gave him the beft { had, to eat and drink.
He told me that Tennant was to be hanged *,
and I was very forry for it. [ got ac-
quainted with thefe two men, when I was
with the regiment in Edinburgh caftle,

The night Dallas was in Glafgow, I and

one of my companions ftole a pocket-book
from a merchant’s counter, and we found
only one twenty fhilling note in it. Dallas
called the next morning at my room, before
he marched, and I gave him plenty of drink,
and a fhilling to put in his pecket. He went

1 to

* Tennant 1s now a prifoner in Edinburgh jail. He was con-
demned to be hanged, but received a reprieve fine die. Dallas was
at one time a prifoner with Tennant. When Dallas’s period of
confinement was.out, it is faid that he and one M¢Donald contriv-
ed to fend the next day a buttered roll to Tennant for breakfaft, in
the heart of which a {pring-faw was concealed, and this was acci-
Dallas, who

dentally deteCted by the inherkeeper of the jail.
from eleven years of age had been conviéted of many houfe and
fhop-breakings, but got off with fmall'punifhments on account of
his youth, tu_rneﬂ evidence againft Gadefby, on the late trial when
Gadefby was condemned. After Dallas had remained many weeks
in prifon, ‘ufpeéted of being an accomplice of Gadelby’s, the dif-
covery which brought on the late trial, was at laft made b y the
- a@eans of Tennant,—Such is the picture of thieves!
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- to join his regiment, and I never faw him a-
gain till 1n Edmburgh
One night in the Calton of Glafgow, I
broke open a fhop, and got ten fhillings and
fix pence in the drawer,' and brought AWy
two cheefes, and fome tea and fugar. There
was a woman 1n the back-room, in bed, and
I went and Ilghted a candle ; but fhe was el-
ther {o afraid, or fo faft dﬂuep, that I met
with no difturbance. | Sl
A few nights after this, being on guard,
a companion and | broke a hen-houfe in

Gibfon’s wynd, and got three hens.
I would advife all af icers on guard to call z‘!:rc*
roll every bour, for we had plenty of liberty.

~ One evening, two of my companions came
to my room, and afked if 1 would go and try -
fome of the thops. Accordingly we went,
and from a fhop in the Gallow—frate got a do- .
zen of filk handkerchiefs.
- was aft erwards dete&cd in {tealing {ome
read}?-inade {hoes, and was fent to the guard-
houfe; and I expe&ed to be tried by a couff—
martial, but the man faihing to profecute {
gOt.fl‘ee.

~ The fame night that I was releafed,land one

of.
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of my fellow foldiers fet out at ten o’clock for
the country, and on our road we ftopped a
man. He had only a fhilling and a few
half-pence; and, telling a lamentable ftory,
[ gave him back his money, and with a kick,

I bad him go home to his wife and family.
We went forward to Anderfton, but o0t No-
thing there. On the road to Woodfide we
got fome fowls ; but not conténted with this,
we broke into another houfe. Ientered thro’
the window of a wathing-houfe, but we .gbf
nothing in it, except fome bread and cheefe :
-and there being a good fire, we {fatdown, and
enjoyed curfelves for fome time. We open-'
ed a door that led to the garden, and from
thence we opened a back-window, and got
{fome womens and childrens wearing apparel,
as {tockings, gowns, petticoats, &c. and the
next day we fold the greateft part of them.
The next time [ was on guard, [ and one
of my companions broke two windowS,. but
~got nothing worth mentioning. That fame
night we broke a cellar near the guard-houfe,
and got fome liquor. We could have got a
great deal more here,but the peodle being a-
farmed, we made off,.

-We then went down
e
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a clefe, and opened the window of a houfe
belonging to one M¢Alpin a baker. The firt
thing I got was a great coat and {fome blue
cotton yarn. But while I was bufied pick-
ing the locks of a cheft 6f drawers; my com-
panions begged of me to come out, as the
people he faid were getting up. We com-
mitted {feveral other robberies both in town

and country. .

One might that 1 was on guard, I and two
of my fellow {oldiers broke a cellar, and got
out of 1t a parcel of {moething 1rons, a falt
tongue, and {fome bottles of ale, and three of
vinegar. A few nmights after we tried the
country again, but get nothing but fome

fowls. -

On the 8th of March 1790, when I had
come off guard, the town-officers came to my
room to make a fearch for goods. They afk-
ed if I had ever fold any thing to ferjeant -
Crabb ? 1 denied that I had:—But they
{fearched and found fome fhirts and linens,
the marks of which had not been taken out.
Crabb’s wife {fwore, that thofe found in her
pofleffion fhe bought from me: But I had

only fold hef two; the reft fhe had bought .
' from
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from my companions. The oﬂicei‘s making:
a further fearch, found fome table-cloths;
which had been left at my houfe in order to
be fold, at a time when I was on guard.

[ was committed to prifon to take my tri-
al at the next afiizes.

[ GADESBr, in bis manufcript, does not give an
“account of what bappened at the circuit-court at
Glafeow, in April ; but this is fupplied by the follow-
ing note: awhich, indeed, werifies much of what be
has above narrated.—~Upon this trial, be turned evi-
dence again/t his companions ;5 but he [eems to bave
been afbamed to confefs it*.} |

S _ But

* On Wednefday the 28th of April, 1790, the Circuit Court
of Julticiary was opened at Glafgow, before Lord Hailes and
Lord Swinton. William Haines, foldier in the 7th regiment,
then quartered there, was brought to the bar, accufed of robbing
a chapman near Anderfton. The Advocate-depute pafled from
the trial on account of a defect in the execution of the indiit-
ment. The diet was deferted pro loco et tempore, and the prifoner
recommitted. |

The fame day Janet Robertfon, wife of William Tuffnal, fol-
dier in the faid 7th regiment, was brought to the bar accufed of
theft; but the {fame defeft in the execution appearing, fhe was re-
manded to prifon.

On Thurfday the 29th of April, William Tuffnal, Henry
Mofs, Peter Hixon, John Hiflop, and David Alexander Dun-
ap, all foldiers in the 7th regiment, were brought to the bar,

acculed
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But the war beginning, I was relieved to
go abroad with the regiment for Gibraltar.
———When we marched tfrom Glafzow, our
route was for Linlithgow. I was ordered to
be confined 1n the guard houfe at every place
till the regiment embarked at Leith, But un-
derftanding that my wife would not be al-
lowed to go with me, I was determined to de-
fert if a fit opportunity offered. I was under
charge of a ferjeant and twelve men, but [
made my efcape at night from them atLinlith-
gow, without either coat or hat. I took the di-
rect road to Edinburgh, as at that time my wife
was there with her father, who is a cow-feed-

er

accufed of breaking inte feveral fhops anid houfes in Glafgow and
~ the neighbourhood, and carrying off fhirts, ftockings, gowns,
petticoats, yarn, &e. &c. Allo accufed of breaking into a cél-
far in that city, and ftealing. feveral box fmoothing irons, a {alt
tongue, fix bottles of ale, &c. Alfe accufed of breaking into the
houfe of Daniel M¢Alpine, baker in Glafgow ;— into the houfe
of one Boutman at the {outh end of the new br:dge, into Mr
Colvill’s cellar :——and ftealing from thefe places a great number
of articles. David Alexander Dunlop was alfo accufed of having
broke into a warehoufe in the high-ftreet of Glafgow.

U‘pon this occafion, Gadefby, their accomplice turned evidence
again& them, but from the defeét in the execution of the indi&-
ment, which was, that one of the witnefi=s had {tood on the pill

| Yory.
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Ff in Fountain-bridge. 1ran about three ox

four miles, and then got the coulter of a
plough, with which 1 opened a ftable-door,
and took a horfe, which I rodea confiderable
way, and thereby prevented the party from
overtaking me. I reached Edinburgh about
five o’clock in the morning, and went {traight
to my father-in-law’s houfe. My wife 1nitant-
ly got up, and I was foon provided with a coat
;and hat. We then went together to War-
rander’s park, adjoining to Bruntsfield links.

Here we fat down a long time to confider
What was to be dlone'.L,_ My wife went to
her father’s to fetch me fome breakfaft, but
when fhe arrived there, fthe found a party in

fearch of me. They not being able to get
;any‘intelligence,from her, they took her in-
to cuftody, and kept her till the evening.
When fhe was difmifled, the came to me ;

and

lory for adhibiting his name to falfe executions, the diet was de-
{erted, and they were recommitted. _
- Soon after this, the armaments 1n the profpe& of a war with
Spain took place, and the 7th regiment was ordered to embark
at Leith for Gibraitar, In confequence of which order the above-
mentioned foldiers were hiberated, in the view of their immediately
t;embarki ng for Gibraltar. But Gadefby deferted on the march to
-Leith yand remained in this country to be han ged for future crimes.
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and I was very impatient to learn what had

palled.

We got a lodging the two following nights
in Richmond-{treet, and then took a room
near the Gibbet-toll ; where we lived till the
regiment was embarked, and had failed from

Leith for Gibraltar.
[ Here Gadefby’s manufcript ends.]
N Sl

Some time after the embarkation of the 7th regiment at Leith,
{everal houfe and fhop-breakings happened in Edinburgh ; and alfo
fome ftrect robberiecs. This induced the magiftrates to make a
{fearch. The conftables with the proper officers attending, were |
defired to meet at twelve o’clock at night, on the gth of Auguft,
and different parties allotted to fearch feparate parts of the city,

and to commit all {fufpicious perfons for examination till next day,
In confequence of this fearch, nineteen {ufpicious perfons were
committed, and among others William Gadefby, was feized by
a very altive and intelligent gentleman belonging to the Councii
Chamber, who went out to fee what was pafling in the fireet, till
the conftables thould return from their duty. Gadefby was taken
in the Cowgate, at the foot of the College wynd. His hair was
untied, and he had a bludgeon in his right-hand. When he was
feized he fell a trembling. He was conveyed to the guard, and on
being {earched, an Opepknife was found in his wailtcoat pocket,
The two recent ftreet robberies that had occafioned the {earch
were ;— firft, that of a turnpike keeper, to the fouth of the ci-
ty, whofe watch and money had been taken, after he was knocke
ed down, by two men. His watch was not pulled trom his pock-
et, but cut out with a knife, and his breeches pocket was al-

fo cut, where his money was. Thele circumftances led to a
ftrong
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l!';mng' {ufpicion againft Gadefby, next day upoh his examination, |
~ together with his being known at the Council .Chamber to be a
deferter. . - _.,

The other ftreet robbery was that of Mz Lomn on the fouth
end of the mound of -earth, leadmg from the Old to; the New
Town. This gentleman was. moft cruelly ufed, and wasleft for
}:dead His watch ‘and money were TS RN
: Daﬂas was.taken up the fame night, but on examination denied

all know]edfre of Gadefby, and lay many weeks in prlfon on
ftrong {ufpicion. - He afterwards turned k.mg 3 ewdencelagamﬂ:
Gadelby as has been mentioned. . [ See note, page 40.] -

When Gaaefby underftood, that Dallas had turned evidence
againft him, he gave himfelf up for loft ; and defired perm1ﬂi0n
to have pen, ink, and paper, that he might make a full confef-
fion of his crimes. It was during this paroxyfm of defpair and
penitence that he wrote the foregoing Narrative. _ |

illiam Gadefby was brought to trial before the High Court
- of Jufticiary on Monday the 20th of December, 1-90. He¢ was
indicted for three robberies, one theft, and a houfe-breaking,
viz. 1/}, for aflaulting and robbing William Proctor on the 3ift
of July, at the back of the Caltle, or the Caftle-walk. 24, Tho-
mas Elliot, near the Sciennes, or near the Archers Hall, on the
2d of Auguft. 34, James Logan onthe Earthen Mound on the
- 4th of Auguft. = 425, Of {tealing a filver watch from Thomas
Tate in the Cowgate; and 51h, of breaking into the houfe of
W 1111am Lyon, at Kirkbrachead, and ftealing a number of arti-
cles. ; _

‘The jury returned their verdi& next day, Tuefday the 21ft of
Decembier, unanimoufly finding William Gadefby guiity of the
4th and gth charges in the indiétment; but finding the 1ft, 2d,
and, 3d charges not proven.

This laft part of the verdik was owing to Dallas his accom-

& plice,
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plice, being the nnly witnefs, and circumftances not &mng enough
to corroborate the teftimony of fuch vicious evidence appearmgt

The counfel far Gadefby pled an arreft of judgement with
great ablllty

The Lords ordered the Ob_]E&IOHS and an{wers to be recorded,
" and delayed confideration of them till Friday the 25th.

On that day the Lords_ delivered their opinions at confiderable
length, on the obje&ions ftated by the counfel for Gadefby, and
unémmouﬂy repe]leci them.

Wnlllam Gadefby was then, with the ufual awful folemmtm,
‘condemncd to be hanged on Wednefday the 2d of Febmar},

17911. | .

APPENDIX.
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{3 ADESBY, during his trial, behaved with
feemingly great unconcern. About a fort-
night preceding the day appointed for his
execution, he gave hints that he would make
difcoveries of impottance to the country be-
fore he died. He had been urged by a wor-
thy clergyman, who attended Falconer and
Bruce while in prifon, who tweré hanged
for robbing the Dundee bank; in February
1788, to fay, if he knew any thing of that
tranfaction :—Gade{by faid, that in proper
time he fhould have information *, The

night

* On the 1oth of January, Gadefby wrote a letter to Ten-
nant, in which he fays, “ I muft inform you, that I nick Molly
Blood.”” In the flang language this means, I fhall cheat the gal-
io';vs, or efcape being hanged. From this it appears, that he
hid then hatched fome fcheme of efcaping punithment.—— In
the fame letter he mentions, A churey I have planked in my cefs *.
—that 1s, A knife, or inftrument, I have concealed in my room,
A fearch was made; and 4 picce of an iren hoop was found,
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night immediately preceding the day for hig
execution, he defired to be furnithed with
pen, ink, and paper. He that night wrote
a confeflion .of his being concerned in the
robbery of the Dundee bank, and named his
accomplices. This written confeflion was
given to the Lord Provoft in the morning.—
It demanded attention, as a rumour had been
prevalent; that Falconer and Bruce were in-
riocent of the crlme for Whl.ch they had fuf-
foretde S0 S ;

Gadefby’s confeflion was conveyed to the
crown lawyers, and from them to the Lords
of Ju ﬂ1(:1.;1ry The Lord Provoft, and Sheriff
of the county, were reque{’ced to examine
Gadefby on this written confeflion. Theyr
did fo, and Gadelby was pointed and cu'cum'- -
ffantial with® regard to the robbery of the
bank. He faid ke had but an hour or two
to live, and could have no motive in deceiv-
ing them. . He even offered to fwear upon
~ the Bible, that what he {aid was true; for,
as a dying : man, he withed to unburden hls'_'
confcience.———The train of circumftances
he narrated, the condefcending on the per=

fons concerned, and the manner m wh1ch he
behaved
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behaved himfelf Wlthm an hour or two of the
time-of his exeCUtlon induced the Lords of‘
Jufticiary very prO'welly to fufpend the gxe
cution till Wednefday the 2 3d of February,
to give timeé to enquire into the truth of {o
fingular a confeflion, and under fuch a com-

bmatmn of mrcumﬂances e 5
| Gadefby
~# Whether the Lords Commiffioners of Jufticiary had a power
by law, of fufpendmg the fentence, has been much agltatcd 3
but furely the ﬁngulanty of the cafe made lt expedient : and
it is fomewhat extraordmary, ‘that no cafe of' a fimilar kind hag
~ occurredin the criminal re¢ords of this cou‘ntry If the law has
not provided for fuch a cafe, it certainly fhould. An innocent
perfon by a train of evidence may be condemned, and within an
heour of his execution his i mnacence may be made apparent —
Would any perfon fay that a fnfpmhou of the fcntcrcc {hould
not take place? It would require a week at leaft to apply to the.
royal prérogative, -and have.an anfwer,” and the exigency of fuch
. a cafe would render that 1mpoiﬁble :~—1s1t not then common {enfe,
that a fufpenﬁon fhould be granted s and if the caufes for grant-
mg it, arc afterwards. proved to be ill- founded, muft there not be a
power of takmg itoff §< ¢ -ori, o L Ry e by i 5 T
The cafe of Tennant was very difieputss refpite was granted
by the fecretary of ﬂ:atc, on the 3d of February, 1790, to a cer-
tain day, to give time for réceiving and confidering the report of
the’ Coart. The report of the Court was feat up, but no anfwer
was received on the day a'ppoiated for the execution, agreeable to
the tenor of the refpli;e s b ‘
The executmn was therefore fufpeuded till an anfwer was
made.-
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(xadt,fby Lnew notlnng of this refolutlon

rY ¢ {

Qf the Lqrds of Jufticiary to grant a refpite;
The _guard furrounded the place of execution
it ]:he ufual hour, and the whole apparatus,
as on fuch {olemn occaﬁons, was ready: an
1mmeqfe multltude of {petators attended.
At the ufual time that cr1mmals come
upon the platform, Gadelby faid he was
ready, and wifhed to die,—it was the hap-
pleﬁ day of his hfe.—-—-—--rThree quarters of
q,n hour after this, the refpite was intimated
to him, and he exprefled diffatisfaction at it.
-So  extraordinary a cafe never before

happened |

Mr George 'Wﬂhamfon, king’s meflenger,
was dlfpatched with a warrant to take up;
and bring for examination, the perfons na-
med 1n Gadelby’s information. Theré

were four perfons ‘named as concerned in the
robbery. of the bank: two at Dundee, one at |
Arbroath, and Gadelby himfelf——=Mr Wil<-
Ilamfon reached Dundee at five in the morn-
ing, the 3d of February. The watchman .
fhewed him to the houfe he wanted, and the.

man was found quietly {leeping i his houfe,

Bot dreamihg of fuch a wakening. < He was
" conveyed
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gonveyed to prifon, and Mr Williamfon af-
terwards proceeded to Arbroath. - Therethe
perfon againft whom he had ‘a warrant was
gone to fea. He returned to Dundee, where
the ftreets were immenfely: crowded from

‘what had happened a few holirs before. . Mr

Williamfon brought his prifoner to Edin-
burgh next morning.——The other perfon
in Dundee, againft whom he had a warrant,
was not 'to be found: he had Ieft the plact

fome timie before, = ° )
The fufpected perfon brbughx to Ed.m--
b“urgh by Mr Williamfon, was examined

in the Sheriff’s chambers, on the forenoon
of the 4th of “February. Gadefby was
brought from prifon, hand -cuffed, in a chair,
and was -defired to pick out his accomplice,
or accomplices, from a dozen of people aflem-

bled, the perfon frorn Dundee mang one

of them.
He was told to ‘examine deliberately thc

whole people there aflembled. He looked
rcund and pitched upon one man. This
perfon being removed, he pitched upon ano-

‘ther. That one alfo being removed, he was

defired to feeif there were any moreg—Look-
ing
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"ing round, he faid, No more.—The two per-
-fons candefcénded on belonged to Edinburgh,
- His alledgedsaccomplice: from Dundee he did
notknows: (3 o2 [ugrina; oF Y ot o
<o Nothing: could: preve more dﬁcrﬁvely, ;hat
':aH he had-faid:was an artful contfivance-to
-delay his executmn.:—--—--He never afterwards
fpnke on this-filbjeck - - T tvan doted
On «Tuélday the ) 1 5th of February, the
Lords iof_ Jufticiary met 111_the;r0b1ggﬂroom,
to take into confideration .a—-p’e,’sitign,ijwhich
had been préfented to them byithe council for
Gadelby, ftating,—That;ds Wllham (Gaded-
by had not'been executed’on Wednefday the
ad-of February according ‘to his fentence, he
could rnot be proceeded againit, unlefs upon
a trial and conviction for a difterent erime
than that for which he had formerly been
tried : and, therefore, praying the Court, td
recal their interlocutor, ordaining him to be

' hanged on the'23d of February.-
~ The Court unammouﬂy refufed the deﬁre

of the petition.. ...
-~ On Tuelday the 22d of February he wrote
his laft {peech and dying  words, which
he dclivered to the inner keeper of the jaili—
It
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It coincides exactly with the foregomé L\Iar-
rative, and is a ftrong teftimony of the‘tfuth
of what he has written.

On Wednefday the 23d of February, at
two o'clock, afternoon, the guard, as ufual,
{urrounded the place of execution. The pri-
- {oner was foon after brought on the platform.

The Magiftrates attended about a quarter-
after two, and foon after Gadefby was
brought upon the fcaffold. He addrefled the
multitude in a long {peech, delivered in a
loud, firm tone of voice. He went over-
almoft the whole circumitances 1n the fore-
going Narrative. He advifed the officer on

guard at the caftle, to examine all chairs that.
went out at night, for he had often gone out
in a chair unfufpected, and committed many
thefts and robberies in and about Edinburgh-.
which he had not beforé mentioned. He-
perfifted to the laft moment, that what he
had faid refpecting the Dundee bankwas true,
and that Falkoner, Bruce, and Dick, were in-
nocent of-the crime. And this he again re-
peated when the night-cap was drawn over
his eyes, and not a minute before the plat-
form dropped.

Iod N4



