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DISTRICT OF MASSACHUSETTS, 1o wir :

i
(L | Districr CLERK's OFFICE.

o S BE IT REMEMBERED, That on the fifteenth day of Feb-
ruary, A. D. 1819, and in the forty-third year of the Independence of the
United States of America, Joseph 'I'. Buckingham, of the said district, hath
deposited in this office the title of a Book, the right whereof he claims as
proprietor, in the words following, to wit : -

““ Lives and Confessions of John Williams, Francis Frederick, John P.
Rog, and Peter Peterson, who were tried at the United States Circuit Court
in Boston, for Murder and Piracy ; sentenced tosbe executed Jan. 21, 1819 ;
and afterwards reprieved till Feb. 18, 1819. Justice, in compassion to man-
kind, cuts off (he offender ; by one such example to secure thousands from fu-

ure ruan,”’—George Barnwell.”

“conformity to the act of the Congress of the United States, entitled,
8 An act for the encouragement of Jearning, by securing the copies of Maps,
+ Charts, and Books, to the Authors and Proprietors of such copies, during the
" T'imes therein mentioned ;?’ and also to an act entitled, “ An act supple-
- jmentary to an act, entitled, An act for the engouragement of learning, by
securing the copies of Maps, Charts, and Books, to the Authors and Proprie-
tors of such copies, during the Times therein mentioned ; and extending the
‘benefits thereof to the Arts of Designing, Engraving and Etching Historical,
- god other Prints,”” - ; | . JOHN"W, DAVIS,

E Clerk of the Diztrict of Massachusetts.
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Jaws of God and of man, {hé

“which all were Pdltnkels OF hkc:y to be involved.

PREFACE.

Ture inifréquency of trials for eapital offences renders them
dollbljf- interesting whenever they occur. The trial and con-
yiction of four persons at once for so ﬁagrant a crime as that of
piracy and murder, it is believed, was till now unprecedented
in New-Eungland.: The circumstance has produced great ex-
citement in the public mind, and every one is curious to know
something of the originy education and lives of “the unlhappy

convicts, This is a cunosuy which ought to be gratified,
When a human being has feited his life by violations of the

pense he’can make to socicty, 1s to leave behind him a monu-

ment of caution to others; and, by exhibiting to survivers and

posterity, his own entrmce and progress in scenes of vice and

wickedness, adnwmsh them to beware of the most distant ap-

proach to those paths which inevitably lead to destruction,
It is presumed that no argument can be necessary to enforce

this posmcn, at the present ume, 1when the perpetration of
murders and robberies, bmh bv sea and land is prevailmg be-

yond all former example.

“The rcader may be assured that the sketches eiven in the
following pagces were taken from the declaration of the pere

sons themselves, whose lives the. purport to be; and that

they have been compared with documents transmitted from
the civil authority in Denmark, where three of the prisoners

had undergone scvere c'\ammdtmn.
be perceived a

-

i here will undoubtedly

shght discrepancy ia the relations of these men,

velative to thes transactions o beard = the Plattsburw- but

prebably mo more than would arise from the narratives uf any
other persons; ¥especiing such a scene of tumult and guilty in
- It is Dbe-
lieved that there is neo wiifu] conceulment or wolatmns of truth

n any of them, fhe-. WEere made 2t oz timeavhen :-..:.k"i COil=

e
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best, : and indeed the only, recom-
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cealment or violation could afford no prospect of benefit, and
when the practice of fraud could only increase the terrors of
future punishment, |

It is hoped that the melancholy, the shocking spectacle of
three human beings, cut off from the world by the hand of
justice in the maturity of life, and one who has not yet reach-
ed that period, will be a salutary warning to others, If their
example and their fate should arrest the progress of any who
may, from natural inclination or accidental circumstances, be
led into the downhill path of perdltmn, they mll not perhaps
have suffered in vain,

(7= At a quarter past 11 o’clock, this morning, (February 18,) the pris-

oners will be taken fmm the gaol to the place of executlon The following
will be the 8 |

Order of the Procession.

DEPUTY-MARSHALL,
on Horseback, with the Silver Oar.

DEPUTY-SHERIFFS, on Horsebaak
SURGEON and OFFICER OF POLICE, in a Carnage
Two Constables on Foot.

CORONER OF SUFFOLK, on Horseback:

MARSHALL of the Dzstmt, and SHERIFF of the County., |
in their carriage.

Two Constables on Foot.

PRISONERS in a Carriage, accompanled by their CLERGYMAN
and the Keeper of the Prison.

Two Constables on Foot.
Cart with Coffins.
Two Aids on Horseback.
Four Constables on each Flank with their wands.

77> The Procession will pass down Court-Street, through State, India,
Custom-House, and Milk-Streets, to the Mam Street an thence to the
place of expcutlon



JOHN WILLIAMS.

I, Joun WirLnrams, was born at the village of Chazee, in
New-York, the 10th of August, 1789. I remained at home
till eight years of age, when my father sent me to Montreal,
and put me under the care of a merchant named Fitzgerald,
who sent me to school. After three years instruction in En-
glish, I was taught the French and Latin languages. I re-
mained at this school or college, as it is there called, till I was
seventeen years o: age. My father then asked me what pro-
fession I would follow. I replied, I sheuld like that of a Law-
yer. Accordingly I was placed in the office of a lawyer, nam-
ed John Ross. The agreement was, that my father should
find me clothing and lodging, and that I should attend in his .
office as a clerk, from 8 in the morning till 6 in the evening,
for six months, on trial ; after which a new contract was to be
made.

At the end of the six months, I was accordingly articled to
Mzr. Ross for seven years, he engaging to teach me the business
of his profession, and my father to find me board and clothing.
I attended g0 iny studies and did every thing in my power to
satisfy him.  After I had been there a year and a half, Mr.
Ross told me he heard that T frequented bad company, and af-
ter reprimanding me severely, threatened to acquaint my father.
He did so, and about three weeks after my father came to
Montreal to see me. I denied the accusation ; and my father
thrashed me with a horsewhip till he was quite exhausted.
I refused to do any more duty in Ross’s office, in conseguence
of which I was thrown into gaol.

The next day my father and Ross came to see me and of-
fered to release me if I would return to my employment, I
replied, that I would sooner stay seven years in prison. They
went away, and I saw no more of them for three weeks, AsS
I constantly refused to return to Ross’s office, I was at length
liberated, and went with my father to Mr. F itzgerald, where
I was again reprimanded. | |

With the approbation of my father and Mr. Fitzgerald, T
entered as a clerk In the store of a merchant by the name of
M’Ky. I gave satisiaction for about six months; when Mr.
M’Ky told me he heard that I frequented bad company and
kept a’ prostitute,  Three days after I went on beard a brig

5 |
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called the Mayburn, with the mate of which I'was acquainted,.
and requested a passage to Quebec. I prepared myself for
starting that night ; took my clothes ; and then went to Mr.
M’Ky’s bureau and took from it 550 Spanish Dolla-s, being
all it contained. Having got on board the brig, and secreted.
by the mate, we sailed next morning at 10 o’clock. |

I arrived at Quebec in four days, and boarded with a Mr.
Barsaloux, for three weeks.. I'eeling a desire to go to sea.
d went on board.the brig Betsey, bound to London. I agreed
10 wait on the cabin, and my services were to pay my passage.
©On the passage the brig sprung a leak,and all hands were
obliged to work at the. pump, and with great difficulty we
ade the port of Greenock in Scotland. Here the brig was
unloaded, repaired, reloaded, and sailed for London again in
two weeks. Being at anchor near Gravesend, the brig was
boarded by a press-gang. One of the gang, Mr. Scott, asked
me what countryman I was. I replied, an American. He
asked for my protection, and finding I had none, said, ¢ Mr.
Independent Gentleman, get your things and go into our
boat.” Two of the gang then put me into their boat, and took
me to their rendezvous, .at Gravesend, after which I was put
on board of a receiving ship,.called the Enterprize, in London.
For some rude language to the officers, I 'was stripped and re--
ceived three dozen with a cat o’nine tails. After staying here
three wecks, I was put aboard a tender, carried to Sheerness,
and put aboard a guard-ship called the Namur. |
| Two or three weeks  after, 1 was draughted on board his-

majesty’s brig Zenobia, commanded by Capt. George M’Ken-.
zie, 48 guns, bound.on a cruise to the North Sea. We had,
during our cruise, an.action with a large French store-ship,
coming out of the Texel and bound to the Isle of France.
The action was bloody and lasted about an hour, when the-
store-ship was captured. Her name was La Haine, Joseph-
Victor commander, 28.guns, 110 men. We sailed for the
Downs with our prize, and arrived there in 48 hours.

Our treatment, on board the man of war, was very disagree-
able to me. I wasg soon put on board a jolly boatyas one of
the crew ; and agreed with a young man, called Thomas
Parker, to run away, We went ashore with the boat and
started from the Downs for London. We arrived at Maidstone;
unmolested. Being much fatigued with 10 hours’ travelling,
without refreshment, we called at a public house. Three
mariners soon came in disguised in the dress of countrymen,
and began to question us, as to what ship we belonged, &c.
Three others soou entered in their full uniform, and did the
same, I told.them I left a merchant ship at the Downs, and
was going to London. One of them said, that I was a runaway
- from a man-of-war, and must go with them to their Captain of
Marines. I was very strictly examined by the Captain, who-
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-¢old us that it was his duty to send us, either to Chatham eor
the Downs. I told him, I chose to go to Chatham, as it was
nearcr to Loandon ; that I wasan American, and never on board

a man-of-war. We were hand.cuff’d, conducted to Chatham,
anrd put on: board a Hospital Ship. Having no pl‘@tECtiOI‘l, 1
was kept on board 5 days, with my companion, when we were
draughted on board the Spitfire, lying at Sheerness.  Three

_days after, we went on a cruise of six weeks to the North

-“Seas ; then were relieved, came to Portsmouth, and cast
anchor at Spithead. I was put on board the second Cutter,

and, a fortnight after, deserted with one Thomas Gregory, and
left Portsmaouth for London. Gregory had about him between

50 and 60/, Having travelled about 7 miles, we took seats in
a baggage waggon, and arrived in London, unmolested, and
went to Wapping, to a boarding-house, kept by a Mr. Pierson.
I remained in London 5 weeks ; then shipped on board the
schooner Zephyr, bound to 5t. Michael’s. Foar months after,
I returned to my former.boarding house, in London, and staid
‘two days ; then went in the stage to Liverpool, and put up at
a boarding house, kept by William Cobk, with a very small
stock of money in my possession. As the press-gangs were

very busy at this.time.and . place, I confined mniyself to the
house 4 or 5 days. . :

Being very impatient of this confinement, and understand-
ing the French languagc perfectly, I determined to assume
the character of a Frenchman, change my name to Joseph
Antoine, and venture abroad. I,accordingly, made an agree-

ment with my landlord, who could speak ¥rench; that, if I
should be pressed, he should come to the rendezvous, speak

to me only in Franch, and assert; that I was ignorant of the
English language. I did this, prefering a French prison to an
English man.of-war,
~I'went out at 7 o’clock in the evening; and passing along
George’s Dock, was siezed by the jacket, surrounded by 14
men, and accosted with, ¢ what countryman are you !” I spoke
to them in French, With many threats, they ordered me to
speak English. I still .persisted in speaking French only.
They took me to the rendezvous, where I mas kept In a small
room till morning, '
In the morning my landlord came to see me, and said they
‘could do nothlng with me. At 10 o’clock, I was brought be-
fore the regulating Captain and Doctor, who spoke I'rench,
and qnestionéd me very closely. I told them, in the same
language, that 1 belonged to the Isle of France, and gave them
a yery correct account of that place. The Captain told me he
would try me by law, to see whether I should go on board a
maneof-war or to a French prison. I told him that I under-
stood that their king bad issued a proclamation that foreign-

ers might be employcd in merchant vessels, and that I would
not fight against my country,

>
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I was taken back to my former room ; and next morning
two constables took me to the coal-hole of the Exchange of
Liverpool. Nextday I appeared hefore the court, who ems-
ployed an interpreter to converse with me. They told me
they must write to the Admiraltv in London. 1 was then put
down again Into the coal-hole, where I remained 10 weeks and
3 days, without any bed or covering, except my great coat,
I remained here 5 weeks, without speaking a word ot English,
An Irishman, who had broken gaol, was now brought to this,
as a place of safety, and he was the only company I had during

my imprisonment. | |

At the expiration of 10 weeks and 3 days, I was called up
before the court, and the Lord Mayor, Drinkwater, told my ine
terpreter to tell me, that the Admiralty had granted my free-
dom ; and that the honourable regulating Capt. George Jones,
should pay all my expences, and give me 20/. beside ; which
he was obliged to do, to the amount of 34/, |

Six weeks after 1 shipped in the Susanna of Liverpool, Capt.
Ross, bound to Buenos Ayres. After being at sea 10 weeks,
our bread and meal was all expended ; but the Captain, being
a Scotchman, did not forget to take on board a plenty of oat-
meal ; so we lived en Bargo alone, 4 weeks, when we arrived
at our place of destination, after a long passage of 14 weeks
and 5 daySl |

. Next day Capt. Taylor, commander of the patriot brig La-
heine, came on board, and asked,if we would volunteer for
his vessel, at $25 a month, and a share in any prizes, he might
capture. Six of us enlisted, took our clothes and wages from
the Susanna, and went on board the Laheine. ‘

Three weeks after the Commander appointed me Captain of
the Forecastle, and added 85 a month to my wages. The
agreement was, that we should be paid every 3 months ; at
the end of which, I asked the Captain for my wages. He told
me the President had no money at present, but we should be
paid at the expiration of 5 months. This term being elapsed,
and recelving no money, I went to the Captain and told him I
would not go on board the brig any more. ke gave me a note
to carry to the Secretary, who tolé me he could not pay me,
and that I ought to think myself well off. Some altercation
ensuing between us, he called a guard of soldiers, and sent
me to prison, where I remained 3 weeks ; at the end of which,
the keeper told me to go about my business.  This is all I
got for my service on board the patriot brig.

Three weeks after, I shipped on board the Ann, of and for
~ Baltimore, Capt. Brush, at $40 a month. Three days after
came out of the inner roads, and anchored in the outer, 7
miles from land. Here his Britannic Majesty’s ship, Laures-
tinus, sent her boat on board to press hands, When I was
questioned, I spoke ip French. The officer of the boat asked
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our Captain if I could speak English. The answer was, that
I could not. ¢ Then,” said the officer, ¢ we will teach him ;”
so I was dragged into their boat, and put on beard the Laures-
tinus. After 3 weeks, we were relieved by his M. S. Nereus,
and made sail for England. We arrived at Portsmouth, after
a passage of 7 weeks, and anchored at Spithead.

After remaining here 10 days, we took under convoy 7 sail
of merchantmen, bound to Lockerin bay, in Scotland, where
we arrived, In 8 days, with our convoy. Two days after, I
was called on board the barge, to go on shore for water. Af-
ter reaching the shore, I took the first opportunity to escape.
I started, and the Master’s Mate after me. He soon came up
with me. I knocked him down and jumped on him; went off
with flying colours ; and walked, in 10 days, over hills and
through vallies 156 miles, to a place, called Weaktown, where
I remained 3 days. |

I took passage from hence for England, in a Lime Sloop,
and arrived at White Haven, the next day. I had then about
17/. in money. I went into a public house, where I met with
an old fisherman, named Peter Peterson, going to Liverpool,
the next day. Iagreed with him for my passage to that place.
We sailed accordingly, Ouar company copsisted of old P,
his wife, myself, and a boy. 'We had pleasant weather for
about 8 hours, and were very successful in fishing,

A gale now sprung up from the land, and we endeavored to
put in to Lancaster. We beat about four hours, when the
vessel struck on thc edge of the bank, and stuck fast, for half
an hour ; then was adrift for 10 minutes ; then struck again,
scveral times, every 2 minutes. The water, in the vessel,
gamed upon us,rapidly. We let go an anchor. The sea
washed over us. In half an hour the cable parted. 1 took off
the hatchway, went into the hold of the vessel, which was
more than half full of water, dove, and brought up a grapling.
Having no cable,we cut the trunnel rope, bent it to the grapling
and let it go. The vessel thumped ; and, as we checked her,
the rope broke. We soon heard the cry, “1 am drowning,”
I took off the hatchway, jumped into the water, up to my chin ;
f;md the old woman struggling in the water; and saved her
lje. '

We now took the compass from the binnacle, and leaped in-
to a two oared boat ; about 3 miles distant from land. Con-
signing ourselves to Providence, with scarcely a ray of hope,
that we should reach the shore ; fhrough indescribable dangers,
we landed all alive, in about 2 hours. |

Next day I took leave of the fisherman, went by land to
Liverpool, aud put up at my former boarding house. Xere 1
remained 8 weeks ; then shipped on board the Barton of
Liverpool, Capt. Lucus, bound for Barbadoes. Having been
at sea, a fortnight, we were boarded by a boat from H., M. S.
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Bucephaius, Capt. Polly. Having no protection, I was press-
ed. Three weeks after, we went to Spithead. An-expedition
was fitting out for Flushing. Ten days aiter, we sailed for that
place. We were ordered to Zcrexic, as a look out ship, and
came to anchor there. | |

Three days after, all our boats were sent to take a French
Cutter, 3 miles up the river from Zerexie. We went up and
had -a battle of above an hour’s duration, when Monsieur
hauled down his colours, We boarded the prize of 12 guns
~and 60 men., We landed at Zerexie for a short time, and then
returned to our ship.  On going aboard, the Captain told me
that 1 should have a flogging, next day, for disobedience of
orders ; which I and 5 ethers received, being a dozen lashes

apiece. This was my prize money. ‘Two days after arrived
at Spithead.

Seven days after we sailed for the East Indies, having on
board a Judge; three lawyers, and their families. We arriv-
ed at the Cape of Goeod Hope, after 2 passage of 10 weeks,
Here we remained a fortnight to take in provisions and water.
At the expiration of this, we were ordered to be ready to sail
for Indian 48 hours. 1 belonging to the Captain’s Gig, de-
términed to escape, at the risk of my life.

Next day, I went on shore, in the gig, to bring the Captain
~on board. I took this opportunity to escape to the mountain,
- which, with great difficulty, I ascended, through briars, and
many other obstacles, and sat down on the top. Here I had
a fine view of the shipping, that lay in the harbour. ¥ had with
me two pounds of bread and two handfuls of grapes. Soon after,
walking 1n a thicket, I heard a terrible howling, and looking
round, perceived a very large tiger coming towards me. I
lay flat on the ground, and committed mysel to Divine Prov-
idence. The tiger passed within 10 or 12 yards without notic-
ing me. : . | W

I remained on the mountain 3 days, when I saw the frigate,
to which I belonged, under sail, which to me was an extreme-
ly pleasant object. On the 4th day I went down to the town,
and remained 8 days, at the boarding house of one Dowson
then shipped on board the brig Rattler, Capt. Gambier, at 8/
a month, bound to Rio Janeiro, 1n Brazil. We arrived there,
after a passage of 5 weeks,

I went on shore for water, fixed my hose, reaching {from the
spring to my boat; when a black slave came with a bucket for
water, and cast off the hose, which 1 had fastened. Being not
at all pleased with this, I shoved him away. A soldier, who
spoke Portuguese, immediately came up, and struck me with
acane. I knocked him down with my fist into the mud, which
did not a little soil his white dimoty, He rose, and sung out
for the guard, who instantly took me to the guard house, where
I remained till next day; when I was ¢ried before a justice,
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and sent to prison for 5 weeks, to be kept on bread and water.
I was confined in a large room, with a number of black slaves
and passed the most disagreeable part of my life. |

My term being elapsed, 1 was liberated, and went to the
house of one Waddle, where I enquired after the brig, and was
informed, that she had sailed 5 days before. I asked, if the
Captain had left any clothes for me, and was answered in the
negative. Thus I was left destitute of money, and no other
clothing, than what I then had on. =~ This gentleman, pitying
my situation, invited mie to stay with him, till I could find em-
ployment in another vessel. = I, accordingly, remained with him
~ ten days ; then shipped on board the brig, Nimrod, Captain
Thompson, at 5/. a month, bound to Buenos Ayres, where we
arrived three weeks after. - _

A fortnight after the brig was scid, I gt my dischargze, and
went on sliore with no more things, than a stocking would hold.
Here I boarded three weeks with a Frenchman, named John
Joseph ; when passing along the street, somewhat intoxicated,
I accidentally touched an officer or soldicr.with my shouider,
and a little dirty water was spattered on his white pantaloons.
He immediately began to beat me with his cane with all his
might. T endeavored to excuse myself, declaring it was an ac
cident ; but the more I spoke, the more he beat me. I then
thought it time to defend myself; so tripped up my opponent,
who fell into the mud ; siezed his cane, and returned the beat-
ing with interest. | s

A _guard of soldiers now rushed upon me, tock me to the
fuarﬂ"hqqse, and put me in the stocks, neck, hands, and feet,
for two hours, I was then taken to gaol, by order of Court,
where 1 was confined five weeks, without mioney, clothes, or
friends. iy |

There were two sailors in the same room with me, who
wrote to a Cantain of Artillery offering to enlist uader him.
‘The next day he called at the prisonyand I effering myself for
the same service,~~we were all three accepted, released from
confinement, handsomely clothed, furnished with a sword and
528 eachyas advanced pay for two months.

Recollecting how I had been treated before, in their service,
I determined to desert: so agreed, a fortnight after, with
Capt. Thompson of the Dorset, for Liverpool, to ship myself
under him, at 30 amonth. Three days after I went onboard,
sailed, and arrived at Liverpool in ten weeks, and put up at
my old boarding house three weeks. | ;

I then shipped again gn board the Barton, Capt. Lucus, for
Barbadoes, where we arrived, after a passag&-hf four weeks, ¢
Here the boat of H M. Brig Swagger, boarded us, for the
purpose of impressing.  Having no protection, I with nine
more were pressed on board the brig. |

Two months after this, war was declared between the Us



\

12

nited States and Great Britain. Upon this, I and three more

went on the quarter deck, told Sir George Evans, that we were

Americans ; that we would not fight against our country; and
hegged him either to discharge us, or consider us, as prison-
ers of war. With much abusive and profane language, he or-
dered us forward. I persisting in pleading our cause, he
seized his speaking trumpet, and struck me with it scven or
eight times about the head. [ saying a few words more, all
hands were called up to witness punishment. I was seized up
to the gangway, and received five dozen lashes on my naked
back, with a cat o’ nine tails ; then ordered to my duty again,
Our station was to cruise to windward of Barbadocs. - Ten
days after my punishment, two armed schooners came down
upon us before the wind. One of them fired a Long-Tom,
and bpth hoisted Us S. colours. I went to the Captain, told
him that was the flag of my country, and that I would not fight.
With much profane and threatening language, he ordered me
to my quarters. I refusing to go, he ordered the first Lieus
tenan%m put me below, betwixt decks. The schooners prov-
ed to be the Comet and Saucy Jack. They came within pistol
shot, and gave us a volley of musketry, and five or six large
suns, The Swagger gave them a broad side, which they re-
turned : then hauled aft their foresheets, and went away. In

the course of an hour, they were out of reach of shot. The
Swagger lost two men killed and five wounded. Her main

shrouds were shot away, and her mainmast a little damaged
by a rounc shot. We bore down for Barbadoes to repair dam-
ages.

Six days after we were ordered to Trinidad. On our passage
we made prize of a small smuggling schooner, I and four
more were m*dqred to g0 1n the prize, with the second Lieu-
tenant and a Midshipman, to Martinique, where we arrived in
scven days. TheLieutenant and Midshipman boarded on shore,
Ieaving the prize under'the care of an old man, by the name of
James Thompson. Our prize was loaded with brandy and
almonds. ‘ -

Thompson and I went on shore and agrced with an old widow

to et her have as much of the brandy, as she pleased, at §1 1-2

a gallon. We got into the hold by loosening two planks from
the bulkhead forward. A boat came alongside in the night ;
we took out the brandy, filled the casks with salt water, and
replaced them. This trade we carried on for a fortnight, re-
ceiving cash on delivery ; at the end of which time my divi-
dend was $160. Twao days after I took French leave of my
companions ; and, with my clothes and prize money, went off
in a small coaster, bound to St. Thomas’s, which place we
reached, after nine days’ run, where 1 put up at a baording
house, ‘

4
i/
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Here lay between 400 and 500 sail of vessels, many of which
‘were men of war. ‘The convoy was under sailing orders, sea-

men in great demand, and wages uncommonly high. Two

“days after, I @ipwdﬂﬂ board the schooner Flying Fish, Capt.

Moore, bou -.fé"v?mhf,ﬁe_rmuda, fm‘.bl_'_fl__._by“t_hé_rur;_-.. rf..gvfa'aprived T G
ten days, and I went o a boarding house. . Here I was em-
ployed Si¥ weeks, as a rigger, at $2.1-2 a day, and board.
The vessel being rigged, and ordered to Halifax, with king’s

“stores, I shipped on board, under Capt. Morris, for 18/, by the
‘yun ; and arrived in thirteen days. As there was a very hard

-pressing of seamen, at this time ; I.confined myself in my

“boarding house three weeks ; then shipped, in. the brig But-

“tetfly, Capt. Snider, for ‘Quebeck, where we arrived in twenty-
(AR A SR AT R i
- As pressing was going on.very briskly, I thought best to en-
1ist in the British navy to go to lake Champlain, where I miglit

~stand a chance to escape to my own.country and family. 1 ac-
~cordingly enlisted, as a seaman, .fofvﬁi:::inqi;tﬁs};:ii_ $11amonth.

+ 1 went to Isle of Nord, commanded by Capt. Pring, where I
remained four months. T then ran away,.and arrived at my
father’s house in Chazee, after an absence of almost eight years.

Having remained at home about five weeks, I grew tired of
an inactive life ; so went to Plattsburg, and requesied to be in-
troduced to Commodore McDonough, and my reguest was
oranted. I told the past sufferings and abuses, I had exper:-
enced, cn board the British men of war ; and stated my present
feclings, which led me to desire satisfuction and revenge, evcn
at the expense of the last drop of my bloed,  The Commodorc

‘answered me as I wished ; praised the brave and manly spirit,
~which T exhibited; and enlisted me on boeard the Saratoga, un-

* der his comimand : adding, that if it pleased God to sparc his
life and mine, and give us victory in the battle, which was cx-
“pected, In about five weeks, he would thepn discharge me.

I remained on board the Saratoga two menths. On the 6th
of September our look-out boat brought word, that the Eaglish
fleet was lying at anchor off Chazce, thirteen miles from Platts-

“burg. This was very pleasant news to all our men, who séem-
ed \?l}zi!ng‘ to spill their heart’s blood, in defence of their coun-
iy’s rights.” Al hands were called to quarters, where we re-
mained, all that day, and the following night,

-Next morping, being Sunday, at 7 o’clock, the British flc®
hgve 1n sight, and approached us with great courage. . As they
came 'rounc‘l_ Cumberlangd’s head, we began to fire at them. Ia
a quarter o an hour, they were becalmed, and cast anchor in-

-a circular lin¢, between J'and 4 hundred yards from us. . The
bloody battlc commenced, at five minutes after 8 o’clock, and
lasted till forty-two minutesafter 10,  The event of this battle
is well kiown. g SR RS T i

Four days aftery I waited on the Commodore for my dis-

3 |

/
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charge, which he readily gave me, together with $10 to drink
his health. Having staid four days longer at Plattsburg, I
took passage in a steam-boat for White Hall; then went to
Albany, and took passage in a sloop for New-York, where I
' remained five weeks. This port being strictly blockaded by the
British, I took the stage for Philadelphia.  Three weeks after,
I 'shipped on board a schooner, lying at Egg harbour, bound
for Salem, commanded by Capt. Wilson, for $65 by the run.

The same day that we set sail, we were obliged to cast
anchor on a bar of sand in shoal water, and take a sloop along-
side for the purpose of lightening our vessel, which was load-
ed with flour. The following night we experienced a very
~ severe gale, which parted our cable and threw our vessel on

her beam ends. At 4 o’clock in the morning, she struck sey-
eral times, and then stuck fast. In about two hours, it became
calm, and we were left high and dry, a mile and a half from
the water’s edge. Having had our run, we were discharged,
and I went to Philade]phia.

. I here shipped at $45 a month for the schooner Futaw, of
Baltimore, William Dawson, Captain, bound to St. Bartholo-
mew’s, and, two daysafter, went on board. The night we were
to sail, it froze so hard, that the vessel could not be released
from the 1ce, under two months and a half. During this time,
we heard the news of peace, between Great Britain and the
United States. We then proceeded on our voyage, and five
months and a half after, returned to Baltimore, Here I board-
ed with one John Hutson, in Bond Street, for two weeks : then
shipped on board the ship Virgin, Capt. William More, bound
to London : returned to Baltimore in the course of s1x months
and a half, and staid at my former boarding house five weeks.

I next shipped inthe schooner, Swift, Capt. William Hacket,
for Buenos Avres. 'On our passage, many quarrels took place,
between the Captain and crew. At the expiration of ten weéks
and three dJays, we arrived at our place of destination. Five
days after our arrival, the crew swore they would land and not
return in the vessel: that if they could not have better usage,
they would heave the Captain overboard, if they did conclude
to return with him, &c.

The next day some ofthe crew fell out with the mate, Mr.
Spiers, of Baltimore, eight of whom took their things, put
them into the long boat, and notwithstanding all the attempts
of the mate to stop therh, went to the town of Buenos Ayres.

The Captain, though he might easily have procured more,
took only three hands, in room of the eight who had left us ;
and after thirteen weeks and two days,.we sailed for Balti-
more After being at sea seven or cight days, he began to
treat us as before—-as slaves ; and even to strike us. About |
six weeks after we were out, I was reefing the foretop sail;
when he began to damn us; on all quarters, and calling us @
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parce | of soldiers. Whéﬁ'we came down he began to curse us
again. I, being high spirited, told him that [ had seen a little
of the world ; had been on board schooners and ships, before

now ; and that ¢this was the first time I was ever called a sol-

dier. He called me a damn’d rascal, bade me hold my tongue,
or he would knock my brains out with a handspike. In the
mean time he took hold of the maintopsail clue line and struck
me. I told him, if he struck me again, I would resent it, for
I was not an apprentice, and thought myselt as good as he,
'He instantly jumped into the .cabin, loaded a pair of pistols,
eame on deek and swore he would shoot me o: any other man,
who offered to say another word. I stood by the mainmast,
opened my waistcoat and said to him ¢ fire,damn you ; do’nt
be a coward; but mind, if you miss me, I will not miss you.”
This appeared to intimidate him ; so, saying a few words,
he returned to the cabin, and there was no more difficulty that
day. . | | |
Next day, as I stood at the helm, the Captain asked me
why I wished, to aggravate him. I answered that I did not ;
that he ought not to let his passions so overpo wer him, as to
threaten to shoot people; that one man’s life was as sweet,
as another’s, &c. He told me I was a good man, as ever be-
longed to the vessel; that, upon reflection, he liked me the
better for my good spirit ; and ordered the steward to give
me a glass of grog to drink his health, which 1 did, and felt
not the least grudge against him. I know I am of a hasty

temper'; but I cannot long harbour a grudge, even against
my worst enemy. We arrived at Baltimore without any more
e T e g .
Nine days after this, Captain Hacket sent for me and a sea-
“man, calléed Daniel Went. We accordingly called on him.
He told me he had got the command of a fine schooner, called
the Plattsburg, bound up the straits to Smyrna, and wished
to engage me te go with him. I, at first absolutely refused
to go, reminding him of his former treatment, &c, He ac-
knowledged his passions were quick, but soon over, and after
many compliments and persuasions, seconded by the request
of Went, I signed the articles, and put my things on board.
On the 1st of July, 1816, we set sail from Baltimore, with a
cargo of coffee and about § 40,000 ; the Captain promising to .
giwe the sailors Protections’ directly. We anchored several
times, between this and Black River : from which we got.
uucer way the 3d, and went out side Cape Henry. The chief
mate, Frederick Yeizer, ordered John Smith to sweep the
deck, which order was obeyed, Yeizer to}d him that was not
the way to sweep. Smith answered that he had never learned
or seen any other way. The mate then said 1 will learn you
how to speak to me; and how to sweep better :” then struck
him about the head with & broomstick, and knecked him dewn
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on deck. Smith rose, and asked him what Ke meant by striking
him in that manner. Yeizer then seized him by the breast,
and swore that he would knock his brains out. . This produc-

‘¢d a struggle ; Yeizer fell, with Smith upon him. I went to

-

take Smith by the shoulder ; and asked him what he was about.
The Captain seized a broomstick and struck me athwart the
shoulder. T turned and asked what he struck me for. He
told me to hold my tongue, or he would knock my brains out.
I replied, if he struck me again, I would resent it, Here the
pilot left us, and sail was made on the vessel, without any mur-
mur, whatever. 'We left Cape Henry on the 6th and received
our protections from the chief mate, who addressed us as fol-
lows. ¢ Men,one and all, if you do your duty, as men ought
to do, you will be treated, as men, But if 1 hear the lgast

| grumbling or murmaur, whatever 5 1 will take the trouble,

7

-

myself, of making a can-o’ nine tails, seize up the first man
among you to the main rigging, by the two thumbs ; anc flog
him, as Jong as I can stand ever him. Go forward now ; you
know what you have to depend upon.” ‘ +

I kept my eyes fixed on him, during this harrangue ; and
then replied. “'Well, Mr. Yeizer, I have been in many dif-
ferent kinds of vessels before ; but never have heard such
expressions, from any Captain, or any other person till now.
But I will tell you, my good sir, that if you, or any ovne else,
docs seize meé up to the main rigging, and flog me ; that it
will not be good for the health of that person. I tell you, like
a man ; remember welly what I do tell you.” s |

He answered, “go forward, lor the present; let me have
rione of your jaw, or I will begin now.”” I replied, ¢ begin as.
soon. as you like.” :

I went forward, and never heard one of the sailors say a word;
respecting 11l usage, till the 7th, when Daniel Went came to
me, In thf:_evening, and told me that he had been listening, at
the fore hatchway ; that Stromer, Smith, and Stacy were talk-
ing together of not standing this 1ll usage any longer, and of
taking the schooner from the officers. I told him that I could
not believe it ; that 1t was all nonsense. |

I then went forward myself to listen, and heard them talk of
throwing the officers overboard. Upon this, I walked the deck
with Went 3 told him, if they asked hitm to join them, to refuse;
that I did not like the plan myself, and would bave nothing to
do with it¢ I told him moreover I had a great mind to inform
the Captaip of it. To this he objected, saying that the crew
would know I was the informer, and would not think much of
taking my life. S |

Soon after,at 8 o’tlock 1n the evening, Stromer and Stacy
said to me, « Willlams, are you a man or not ¢’ I asked what
they meant. They replied, “if you are a man, will you jom
g and take theé vesse! from the officers ! we are de termined
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to bear this ill.usage no longer. They are a set of damned

“rascals, and we will heave them overboard.” [ answered, ¢« [
will never agree to take any person’s life in cold bloed.” Stro-
mer called me a coward. I replied, I was not a coward, but
as good a man as ever stood in his shoes, or any one’s, on board
the vessel. I heard no more {from them that night,

Next day, seven or eight of us being down in the forecastle,
Stromer, Stacy, and Smith tcld me, they had found out another
plan ; which was, that when the officers tno!a an observation of
the sun, at noon, we should be ready with acizens of spun yarn;
go slily aft; scize and confine them; steer for Cape Verd
Island 5 run near the shore; hoist out the boat; give them
provisions and water ; put them into the boat ; leave one man’s
hands at liberty, that he might untic the rest; and then we
would take the vessel to Norway. Stromer produced letters
to prove, that be had sailed, as Captain, five years out of En-
glandy and four years; out of New-York, He also exhibited
charts, a quadrant, and books. , | |

Having all of us drunk prety freely, I, disliking pur usage,
joined in the plot.  Smith produced a bail of spunyarn, and
each man, according to my recollection, took two seizens. At
twelve we all started togo aft. I went abaft the mainmast. I
was just in the act of springing upon the Captain, when, look-
ing round, I saw all the rest hanging back. I returned to
Stromer ; called him a coward ; and threatened, if he said a
word, to give him a hiding. All then went on very quiet till
the 15th. i
At this time Stromer came to me about 7 or 8 o’clock, in
the eyening, and said, “ 1 am determined to take the vessel,
this night, if you like it. 1In five or six days, we shall make

~the St. Mary Island, and set the officers on shore. Smith,
Stacy, and White were present. I got in a passion, put my
fist to his nose, and swore, that I would hide him, if he offered
to say another word to me on the subject ; that he wanted to
be the downfall of me and my shipmates ; and, if he said another
word, I would inform the Captain. He said no more.

All was quiet, till the 22d, when it was agreed and wesolved,

- that the murder should be committed, as it has happened. In
this plot al;l the crew agreed, exeept the cook,and Samberson,
who were ignorant of it. Nathaniel White, indeed took part
in the first plan, but uttered nothing. Afterwards he said thag
hc' would not take part in it, but would assist in working the
ship, a‘_‘d._be”?}’ nothing., Concerning the portion of the mo-

ney nothing was agreed, as nobody rightly knew how much
there was on board, | |

The agreement was, that there should be cried out from the
head, ¢ A SAIL ;‘_" and I, by the foremast was to repeat it, which
should be the signal, and oblige the officers to come forward.
Rog was to attack Yelzer ; apd, if he fuiled, Frank was to
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knock down Rog. The reéason of this wasy that there was not
much reliance placed on Rog ; as the agreement was only
made by Stromer in the German and Danish languages.
At the time appointed Pecterson cried A satn, which I re-
peated. Both the mates came forward ; and Yeizer; as I after-
- wards heard was thrown overboard by Rog and Frank; and as
he was entangled in the jib guy, Stromer cut the rope, as he
expressly told me afterwards. Tippo wounded Onion with an
axe. As he fzll at my feet, I seized bhim.: I had in my hand
a wooden handle of an axe, which 1 lost,
- At this moment the Captain came on deck. I left Onion
and struck him, the Captain, on the breast. He asked what
the matter was. Upon this, Smith struck the Captain with a
‘handspike, so that he ‘fell on:the gunnel, and was 1mmediately
thrown overboard by Smith and Jobnson.: My intention was
to beat the captain with the axchandle, if I had not lost it.

I know not who murdered the supercargo ; but am sure
that Stromer had a part in it ; and had a stocking with a stone
in it for a weapon, No other weapons were used but this, and
handspikes. I had previously to this been a little intoxicated ;
~ but had slept, and at the time was sober, as were all the rest
of the crew. 1 beheve Frank to have been the most violent
of the mstlgators, as I slept that mght oppomte to him, in the
forecastle, and heard him say, several times, that he could not
sleep quictly, for thinking constantly on the money ; and speak-

g with the greatestindifference of killing ‘a man. |
Omcm was before addicted to drmkmg, and had provided

himself with a bottle of whiskey, in possession of which he
was found in the bread locker. When Onion was found, I
" addressed myself to Stromer, begging that his life might I)e.
saved, which he left whoelly at my disposal. ».

About twenty minutes aftery, I saw Onion was intoxicated,
and advised him to go below and sleep ; promisin to call him,
it he should be wanted. JIdid not call mm, till nest morning,

at 8 o’clock, when all hands were turnedup. ' Stromer, myself,
and Onlon went to -breakfast together ; and Samberson waited
on us. #Onion asked Stromer,if he knew how many boxes of
moncy were on board. - Stromer said no. % I do,’? said Onion ;
«*‘ and . what 1s the reason yougdid not let me know that you

| ”cant to take the vessel? for I would have helped you with

wallany heart. . The Captain and Mate have used me very ill ;

the} are rvightly served. Let'me. have some hands, and I
wikk go d(}wn undﬂr the*‘habm :ﬂoor, in the run, and hand up the
IHOHC}' IR

After breakfast Stmmer ordered some hands to assist Onian
~in getting the money. © Onion handed ' the boxes out of the .
run to Rog; Rog handed them to Samberson, on the ladders
who placed thcm on deck.. Onpion came up, took an, a‘xﬁ':
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.hroke Qpen the boxesi ni}l&tﬂcn-in 'nllm‘l)'!.‘.l’," 3ndf'we Shﬂl‘Ed ﬂim
money equally, about $3000@picce. I saw every man take his.
share, without any objection.  When Stromer, myself, and
Onion were at dinners: Stromer observed that he had some
poison in his chest, bought in Baltimore, on purpose for this
business, and ,ghat_.h-ef; had dropped some into the Coffee kettle,
which had no operation. . He asked, if I had been acquainted
with the Captain before. Tanswered ¢ yes,to my sorrow ;”
for I felt in the bottom of my heart, that this was my downfall.
I, however, endeavored to appear:in good spirits.
. 'We now agreed, that I should alter the Log Book, which I
~did upon Onion’s showing me how to do it.  Onion sustained
little Injury, from the blow he had received; did as much as
any one on board ; and shared in the clothes and watches of the
Captainy matey and supercargo. - Stromer took the name of
Hacket and L that of Yeizer, for eight days, when I resumed
‘my own, andt Oﬁiﬂﬂ:thﬂt ’BfYﬁiZEt‘ and took his pr(jtectign‘
Three or four days-after Onton altered two letters from Mr. iy
McKim, one to Capt. Hacket, and the other 'to a merchant in "
Smyrna, which he made out for a merchant in Bremen. =+~ /

‘We arrived at Norway, twenty-two days after taking pos-
session of the vessel, and anchored at Cleveland on the 13th,
August, The custom house boat came alongside, and  Stre-
mer went on shore with the papers. 1 could not prevent the
crew from going on shere, when they pleased. NextdayI
received a letter irom Stromer, stating that he had agreed with
the American Consuly Gascar, to let him have the whole of the
Coffee; which was to be smuggled.. We made the custom house .
officer drunk, and, a little after midnight, one Capt, Tiesland o
came with a boat and letter for fiftysix bags of Coffee. Onion |
assisted in getting out the Coffee. = Next day a'sloop came s
alongside, with a letter from BStromer, and:took 300 bags of
Coffee and twelve casks of bread. op¥ 3] |

All went on well, till the 23d, when-a police officer ¢ame on

board, with eight mep, from Christiansand, seized the vessel,

and warped her round to the American Consul’s whatf, at 2
- Mandal. I immediately went on shore, in search of Syl %
but could not find him ; so returned on board. Onion andimy="
Eelfﬁ‘feﬁl‘fingﬁ the crew on shore might be the means of our be-

ng dﬁt.ect’ed, agreed to get off, as ‘soon as: po We took

passage that night in a sloop for Cupcnhagen:*

s | t. Roulson,
and arrived . there an four days. < As we bad no passes; we

agreed w:th Capt. R. to apologize for us to the police officers. -
On_lcm, mysell, and Samberson went on shore with Capt. R.
waited on t_he Police master, who told us, there was nothing
out of the Way ; 5o we went to board at the house of one Capt.

We then told Samb_ﬂf‘sﬁh to look out for another house ; for
it was not customary, in. America, for whites and blacks, te
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aness together. He went away, not very well pleased. Next
day he came to us and asked us to come to the American Con-
“sul with him. = After some conversation, we agreed to go. We
told the Consul we had followed the seas; but werec now mer-
chants,' He observed that they were very stricty in that coun-
ATY ant_l asked for our papers. « We showed our protections,
and, at his request, left them with him, to show his father, who
was chief consul and hie a deputy. Samberson then left us,
and I never saw him afterwards, till we were arrested. |

‘A few days after, Onion and I, fearing news might come
from Norway respecting us, agreed to charter a small vessel,
endeavour to smuggle a cargo into some port of Norway, and
then  steer for England. We agreed with one Captain John
Nelson accordingly, and put on board his sloop $ 2000 worth
of Rum and Sugar, agreeing to pay him 3000 rix dollars. '

- Every thing being ready, we went to the consul for ouar pro-
‘sections. He »eceived us very politely, gave us a letter, and
told us our protections were inclosed ; and that it was his
duty to send a letter to the police, to prove that we were
Americans. I fearing some trick, proposed to Onion to open
the letter ; but he objected, and we delivered it to the police.
Onion was taken into a separate room and questioned for
half an hour ; when he came back, I went through a similar
examination. The police master told me that my story did
not agree with my partner’s ; and it was his duty to see us ar-
rested for the night. We were accordingly confined in sepa-
rate rooms, Next day I was called up before the police mas-
ter, The first question was, ¢ Where is Captain Hacket, and
where is Mr. Yeizer, and the supercargo !’ I answered, that

- I left them in Norway. After a few words more, Samberson
was called in. He was asked, if I was a man that belonged to
the vessel Plattsburg. He answered yes. 1 denied it. -Onion
was then called in, and asked the same question. At first he
denied it ; but in a few minutes confessed the whole. I then
owned the whole, that I had done. |

I was kept in prison in Copenhagen, a little over two years,

amosg of the time in irons ; when the United States ship Hor-

“nmet came and took us on board, August 29th, 1818. After

about three months’ passage,we arrived in Boston. I was in

.il:pns_, duringthie: passage, bands and feet ; confined, like a
bird, In a cag® ; and half starved. After our a}rrival, 1lay 1n
gaol nearly a month, when I received my trial; was found

cuilty ; and sentenced to suffer death, on the 2Ist of Jan-
uary 1819,

The foregoing Narrative was abridged, in some degree;
from a M S. in Williams’s own hand writing. His chirogra=
phy is very handsome ; but his language, punctuatio-m'&‘:*
needed considerable gorrectjion.  On the 21st of January 1819,

- L

O
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the day first appointed for execution, he and the compiler read
and examined it carefully together. Having gone through
with it, he thanked the compiler for his assistance, and solemn-
ly declared before witness, as a dying man, that it was sub-
stantially true. He thern spoke nearly in the following words;
which he requested might be published.

« This is the day, on which I was to have been executed.
My feelings are such, that I know not whether to thank the
President of the United States or not. I had made up my
mind to die. I render my sincere thanks to the Right Rev-
ere_nd _Bishop Chevereux, and Reverend Phillip Larrassay for
their pious labours, in my behalf. I do the same to Messrs
Knapp and Hooper, my counsel on the trial ; for their able
pleas in. my favour: to Marshal Prince, Sheriff Bell, Mr. Jack-
son, the Jatlor, Mr. Bailey, and all others, who have shewn me
kind treatment, and QE?Pdﬂﬂ me c?nsglaugn, in thi; my Une
happy condition.” Eea s, |



22

' FRANCIS FREDERICK, -

Was boru in the island of Minorea. He eannot precisely tell
the year of his birth, but supposes himself to be about the age of
thirty-two. His father has been dead about ten years. He was
the youngest of five sons, all of whom were living a few years
since. | | -

Frederick had no education, (being unable either to read or
write,) but wa< orought up to the profession of 2 mariner. When
only eight years old, he went aboard an English ship, ealled the
Alligator, as servant to the captain, where he remained for six
months. He was afterwards on board the brig Economy, captain
Cook, in the same eapacity.

It is needless, and would be tedious to the reader, to follow him,
while a mere boy, from ship te ship. The only portion of his
life which can interest the publie, is that of his manhood ; when

he may be supposed to have formed his character, and been at
full liberty to follow the bent of his disposition.

~ He was a common sailor on board the British ship La Hogue,
74 guns, when stationed off the harbour of New-London, during
the late war between Great Britain and the United States. Abhout
ten months before the peace, the La Hogue went to Halifax and
thence to England. Frederic was transferred to the sloop of war
Frolie, and was again sent to- Halifax. Here he left the Frolie,
shipped on board the schooner Mary, bound to Martinique, loaded

with cod-fish and flour. On their passage, they were taken by
the U. S. privateer Portsmouth, eaptain Shaw, and sent into Sa-

lem, where he was detained in the Aurora prison-ship, till an ex-
change of prisoners took place.

After the peace, Krederiek shipped on board the Sampson, &
merchant ship, bound to New-Orleans. Having some difficulty
with the captain, who refused to give him his clothes and other
property, he left the Sampson, anﬁ shipped on board the sehosner
Dolphin, at 22 dollars' per month, which immediately sailed for
St. Thomas in the West-Indies, where the owners lived—where
the eargo was delivered and the whole erew discharged.

Frederick then went on board the hermaphrodite brig Decatar,
captain Chase, of which Stephen B. Onion, was second wate, and
a Mr. B. of Boston, first mate. The brig sailed for Trieste, re-
turned with a cargo to Baltimore, and the crew were discharged.
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After being ashore six days, _Frede_riek Ebipp&d aboard the
schooner Romp, whose crew consisted of sixteen men, at sixteen
dollars per meonth.

The Romp sailed down below fort M’Henry, and received from
a shallop, guns, ammunition, and 40 men. The eaptain ordered
all hands upon »dﬁﬂk, read to them his orders, h{liEtEd the Patriot
flag, and told them the schooner was to be called * San Ofone,
Gun Boat No. 6, of Buenos Ayres.” He informed the erew that
a Spanish brig was coming out of Philadelphia, laden with specie,
 and that they must take her. Their eruise for her was unsne-
cessful, and they proceeded for Cadiz. They shortly after touch-
ed at the isle of Flora, one of the Western Islands, under the
American flag. Frederick states that the American consul came
on board, and was well received. They took in water and pro-
visions and sailed directly for Cadiz. He also related topge
writer the circumstances' of their meeting, overhauling, and dis-
tressing several Portuguese and Spanish vessels, but from which
it does not appear that they took any thing of much value.

When the privateer arrived off Cadiz, they took a fishing boat,
info whieh 16 men were put, with Bass, the first lieutenant of the
privateer, as commander, with orders to go in shore and examine
the harbour. Before the return of Bass, who was absent about
24 hours, they fell in with a Spanish brig loaded chiefly with
salt ; and took from her several bags of money, amounting to
about 5 or 6000 dollars ; they also took her compass, chopped
her sails and rigging to pieces and otherwise distressed her. The
next day they fell in with two Spanish brigs, loaded with brandy,
silks, &c. ; one of which they let go, after taking what they
aiira.ﬁtjegl : the other was manned with' a part of the privateer’s
crew, and went off upon a eruise. They then steered again for
the Western Islands, and took a lugger, loaded with fruit, wine,
silks, &e. which they also manned. Off Teneriffe,took a polacca
schooner, 160 tons, loaded with Xrish beef and pork. Some acts
of violence were committed or board the polacea ; the eaptain
was stabbed in the arm and otherwise injured. From an English
passenger in the polacea, bound to Madeira, they took 15,000
dollars. 'The polacca was then dismissed, and the captain threat-
ened with death, if he should be found out of his course.

Soon after this, but for reasons which Frederick is ignorant of,
the second lieutenant, boatswain, and sailing master of the priva-
teer were turned before the mast and others put in their places.
The sailing master told the erew that he had seen all the ship’s
papers, that she wasg eruising without orders, and that, if taken
they should all be hung as pirates. A plan was laid te take the
privateer, aud every thing in preparation at 9 o’clock in the even-
ing. The crew all assembled on deck : the eaptain and first
lieutenant, were first secured without difiiculty by having a rope
flung over their shoulders and drawn ina noose. The officers
were all put 1o 1rons. Next day fell in with an English sloop
going to the West Indies, on hoard of which they put the officers,
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giving them their trunks, share of prize money, provisions, &e.
and steered for Baltimore. The privateer shortly after arrived
at Norfolk, where the erew left her. Frederick went in a pilot
boat to Baltimore, where he remained several days, living with a
‘man by the name of Samuel Grace.” His gshare of money was 600
dollars, besides a considerable amount in silks, &e. |
At Baltimore Frederick beeame acquainted with a man by the
name of Durfey, who, Knowing that he had money, proposed buy-
ing a coasting schooner of 60 tons, in partnership, to which Fred-
‘erick consented, and paid 300 dolldrs, as his share. Hearing of
some of ‘the eréew of the Romp being taken up, he became alarm-
_‘E*d,‘anﬂ,*aft'er"lra'ving given Grace a power of attorney to act for
‘him, went on board the Plattsburgh. as a passengér, agreeing (o
work for a passage to Gibralter. ‘On the first 'of July, 1816,
F‘r’elderiék,‘()nion,'anﬂ White earried their things ou board to-
“eether. = | | |
5 Frederick related to the writér in presence of witnesses the eir-
‘cumstances relating to the quarrel between Smith and the chief
-mate, which does not differ materially from what ‘was statéd by
‘Onion on the trial. With regard to his participation in the mur-
der of the capiain, mate, and supercargo, he declared uneqnivo-
‘cally, as the testimany of a dying min, that he is innocent—that,
he knew nothing of any preconcerted scheme to commit murder
or piracy, (though he acknowledges that, Williams, Stromer and
others were often in close econversation. which they always broke
when he approached them)-<that having been on his ‘wateh till
twelve o’clock, and just gone down into tlie forecastle with White
and the cook, he heard a noise upon deck, and the. chief mate cry
“ Murder.” He ran up, tegether with White, and received at
‘the same time a blow over the hand which made it bleed. Being
on deck, he saw Yeiser, a few steps from him, thrown overboard
by Smith, and some others, but lie cannot positively say who they
were. In the same moment captain Hacket came on deck and
~asked what the matter was, whereupon Williams, Stromer and
“Reineaux threw him overboard. The supercargo then eame on
deck and was likéwise thrown over. He says that the eaptain
and mate w >+ heard to ery “Murder,” after théy were in the
sea,

His account of the subsequent transactions will appear best in
his own mode of relating them. The following is the substance
of his story, and alinost his own language.
| adter jercargo was thrown over, (he was thrown over
the starboard quarter.) I ran into the cabin, and Jonas Smith
sings out, ““ Unon deck there.”” 1 was in'the cabin at this time.
1 feund a musket on the locker. Itookit for the purpose of de-
fending myself Jonas Smith and the steward weunt on deck. At
this time Onion was in (he bread Jocker. Williams and Stromer
come into the cabin, and say, * Frank, what are you going to do
with the musket P’ I'say, “ 1 do not know myself.” Williams
and Stromer bay, ¢ Where is Onion ?” X said, \ think he is in the
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bread locker. Williams -opened the bread locker,and caljad
Onion to come out, and he did. Stromer, Williams, Smith and
Rog say, * What shall we do with Onion ?” 1cannot say that
Peterson was in the cabin at this time. . I said, Onion was a very
zood man, though !ipsey' | >
At 8 o’clock Onion came on deck. T was ordered by Williams
and Stromer to go aloft and repair the main top sail. While up
aloft, I saw Onion break (he box of moeney with the cook’s axe.
The money was divided, I received two thousand five hundred
dollars, and fourteen doubloons and a half in gold. 1T ook the
money and carried it to the forecastle and put it in my eabin.
When we came to the eoast of Norway, Stromer says, * Has
any body been to Norway "’ J. P. Rog said ** Yes, I wus Lrought
up there.” Stromer says, “ What is best to do r” Rog said,
“ Go to Cleveland, and make it appear the vessel 1s 1n distress.”
Stromer ordered the main boom to be earried away, and the top-
mast studensail halliards on deck. By Stromer’s ovder 1 aud
one other took the halliards, and lashed the boom to the ring Lolt
in the deek—then hauled taught the wain stays, to try to ecarry
away the boom, but could not do it.
- Stromer ordered me to bring an axe on deck. Rog took the
axe and gave the hoom three or four cuts.: Then Swith did the
same, and the boom was carried away. 'The rigging was saved.
A pilot ecame off from the Naze, on the coast of Norway——said
he could not take her in till mornivg. Another pilot fame from
Cleveland—took paossession and carried her into Cleveland and
anchored. | |
Stromer says, “ Any one wishing to go ashore, may ; I can get

people enough in this country, to shap on board.” 'L'he first day
. ¥ went ashore I staid till night—then went to the vessel, took my
money and trunk, and ecarried them to the pilot’s house. 1 staid

at Cleveland five days. The eook and 1 lodged in one house-—
then went to Miller’s. J. Smith came to the same hoyse. 1
brought the money from the pilot’s house. I took passage for
Aberdeen in Seotiand, with Smith ; and from theuce to Fort Wil
liam, in a schooner, capt. Hans. 1 gave 100 dollars te Mr. Alson,
and sent 1400 dollars to Mr. McAlpy, at Glasgow, to buy goods.
Mr. Alson staid at Fort William till the goods were smuggled
ashore. I returned to Maundahl, and never reeeived a farthing
from this concern.

At Mandahl, the police came on board and said, “Is Frank
here ” 1 said, yes. ‘They said 1 must go ashore. 1 told them I
would not, but was obliged to go. All the money they found about
me was four dollars.’ I never had any part of the elothing of
either caplain, mate or supereargo. 1 was sent ta prison, and my
hands and feet put in irons. Next day carried to Christiangand—
put into prison.  After 5 days I was called to court—understood
gothing. 1 confessed to the eonsul that the pilot at Clevelar”
had 500 dollars 5 Mr. Maler in Mandall, 400, and NMr, M-

100, [It will be observed that these sums, with the 100 ¢
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‘ziven {o Mr. Alson in Mandakl, and the 1400 laid out for goods
at Glasgow, make up the sum which Frederick states was given
to him at first.] The fourteen and haif doubloons I spent for my
expenses at Christiansand. When 1 was carried to ecourt, the
American consul questioned me. The police ofhcer said, ¢ Let
me look at the wateh.” He took it, and 1 have never seen it since.
I was sent back to prison and stripped ; thence to Copenhagen in
irons. I was 14'days in the hold of the vessel, chained to an an-
chor, with nothing to cover me. My feet were frozen. The
captain pitied me—took me to the cook’s room and ordered my
irons taken oft. 1 arrived at Copenhagen in 46 days, and was
confined in prisen without irons. When T was called hefore the

- judge and questiened about the money, I said as above.”

Frederick, with the others, was delivered by the police of
Copenhagen, to Capt. Reed of the Hornet, and brought to Bos-
ton for trial. Since his conviction and sentence, he has been
attended by the same clergymen as the others, and expresses
his thanks for their kindness and solicitude for his welfare.
The circumstances attending the piracy for which he suffers
death, he repeated to the writer at several times, but with no
variation. His story has also been compared with his examina-

tion before the pofice court of Copenhagen and found to be con-
sistent. ' |

4
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JOHN PETERSON ROG.

I, JOHN PETERSON ROG, was born in Christiansand,

Denmark, July 24th 1789 ; sent to school, at an early age, and -
received a tolerable education. My parents were born in Born-
holm. When I left them, in 1801, my father’s age was 69, my
mother’s 5o years. I shipped in a Swedish vessel, bound to Stock-

holm ¢ sailed thence to Konningsburg : thence back to Stockholm.
Then shipped on board a Dutch vessel, bound to Copenhagen.
Left the ship there, and went home for about four months. Was

then bound appreatice to a sail maker for five years ; at the end
of which took up my indentures.

I then shipped on board a Danish brig bound to the West In-
dies., In passing St. Kitts was kicked by a boy, from the fore top
gallant yard into the sea, and picked up by an English man of
war’s boat. Arrived at Santa Cruz, where I was put in prison

for leaving the vessel. Afterwards released, and sailed in the
same vessel for Copenhagen.  Went on board a ship bound to
the West Indies. In the North Sea, in a heavy gale, cut away
our three masts, put into Norway and remained till spring. - Sail-
ed thence to the West Indies, and thence for Copenhagen.
About 500 miles from England, being becalmed in the night,
a boat came along side, enquiring if we had seen any French
privateers, and was answered in the negative. At the same time
another boat came along side, and a French officer came on board,
enquiring for English vessels. The English officer tqld him to
g0 on board his boat, and he would do the same, desiring us not
to stir, till the engagement should be over. This soon took place,
and the English took the French lugger, and next morning told
us to make sail ;. which we did and arrived in Copenhagen. '
I was engaged in short coasting voyages till 1807 ; when war
broke out between the Danes and English. I went on board a
gunboat, ordered, with six others to the Great Belt. In passing
the point O_f Mamﬁ',,we fell in with the British seventy-four, Lu-
rope ; received two shots in our hull ; and I was wounded in the
head by a grape shot. The seventy-four receiving heavy damage,
sheered off ; and we arrived at Couseur, according to oyr orders.
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Two months after fell in with the brig Tickler, took her, and
carried her into Nassau. Two months after fell in with the brig
Tygress and brought her into the same place. One month after,
fell in with two brigs and a gun boat ; took the gun boat, sunk
one brig, and returned to Couseur. I was then ordered to Copen.
hagen, put on board the Prince Christian seventy-four, and sail-
ed for the Belt. . |

The day after we left Elsineur, we fell in with an English Frig-
ate and had an action, during which two seventy-fours and anoth-
er frigate bore down upon us. We continued the action, having
a seventy-four on each side of us, and two frigates on our stern,
about an hour and a half, when our ship grounded and we were
obliged to strike. Our Captain, three officers, and 194 men

were killed, and 200 wounded. Our whole number was %oo.
The wounded were sent on shore; the others drafted among dif-

ferent vessels; and our own ship blown to atoms. After I re-
covered from my wounds, I was paid off and remained in Co-
penhagen till 18135, |

I next went on a voyage to the West Indies and returned. In
1816, I shipped in a brig, bound to America. In a heavy gale,
we lost our fore top mast, and put into Norway. While riding
at anchor, a gale sprung up, our cable parted, and we stuck fast
upon a rock from g in the evening till 6 in the morning, giving
ourselves over for lost. In the morning the wind changed, we
cut our cable, got out to sea, with nine feet of water in the hold,
and ran ashore in Norway.

After necessary repairs, we again set sail for America ; encoun-
tered a heavy gale in the Gulf of Florida ; and arrived at Balti-
more. Here I shipped on board the schooner Plattsburg. Dur-
ing odr run from Baltimore to Black River, Francis Frederick
got drunk. The chief mate ordered him to go to work with the
rest ;3 to which he made no reply. Upon this, the mate beat
him with a broom stick, and knocked him down.

(Rog’s account from this time, till the 21st July, is substan-
tially the same,as Williams’s. It then proceeds as follows 1]

I belonged to the chief mate’s watch, which was from 8 to 12,
at night. My watch being out, I went down in the forecastle,
heard a noise on deck; but not being called, remained in my
birth till 4; then went on deck, and was told by Stromer that he
was captain now, and asked, if I would do duty as before, respect
him as Captain, Williams as chief mate, and Onion as second
mate ; promising me a share of the money on board, and giving
me a glass of grog. I enquired where the other Captain was.

He said it was none of my business.
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[He then mentions go'mg into the cabin with On-ior_l; assisting
in getiing the money out of the run, and div_riding ity together
with the clothes of the deceased ; and other circumstances, till
the arrival in Norway, in much the same manner as Williams. ]

The morning betore we reiched Norway, Stromer ordered the
min boom to be lashed to the ring bolts, and me to take an axe
and cut it; which orders were obeyed. Wg¢ put into a place,
calied Kleven, were put under quarantine two or three hours,
the papers sent to the American Consul, and cusrom house offi-
cers sent on board. Stromer passed for Captain Hackett, Will-
1ams for Yeizer, and Onion retained his own namé. Siromer
gave leave to all to go on shore, and return dtday break. I went
and réturned accordingly, and remained on board that day and
night. Onion called me, Peterson, .nd some others to assist 1o
getting coffee out of the main hold, which we refused todo. 1 re-
T{lailzled on board the next day snd mght; and still refused to as-
51st in taking out the coffce. s

Next day I left the schooner; went in a small boat to Chris-
tiansand, put up at a boarding house, two days and one night
went to the police office for a pass to Jutland, arrived next
morning at- Nostrand ; went by land o Flastrand 3 got a pass for
Copenhagen ; and went thither in a fishing boar. Here I re-
mained twelve days; when walking in the king’s murket, I saw
Samberson and took him home with me  About three days af-
ter, Samberson who had been taken up sometime before, came

with some constables, who took me to the poiice office, where
I saw Williams and Onion. The police master «sked if I knew

them.. I answered, yes ;3 but they denied me. I was questioned
respecting the Plattsburg ; and gave the same account, 2s I have
related above.

My money was taken from me, and I was sent to prison, where
I remained nearly two years and a half, most of the time in irons.
August 29th 188, was put on board the Horuet and broughit to
Boston for trial.  For three weeks of our passage we were allows
ed but a half pound of potatoes, half only of which was eatable,
December 28th 1818, our trial came on, and I was condemned
to die January 21st 1819. Geod will judge the wittiesses accord-
ing to their deserts, I am conscious of my own innocence, and
shall meet my fate, with fortitude, devoting my soul to God.

I have embraced the Roman Catholic religion, in which I find
great Coqurt and happiness of mind. My good Priest, Father
Larrecy VISItS us once, and often twice a day. His prayers and
injunctions have so tranquilized my mind, that I feel, that by
sincere repenrance, I shall die happy, in the full belief, that God

-k
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will have mercy on my soul, through the merits of our Savioury
Jesus Christ, °

- The Right Rev Bishop Cheverus has been to see me and my
Unhappy companions, who are also of the Catholic faith. I wascon-

firmed by the Bishop on Friday, January 8:h 1819, who gave us

the sacrament immediately after.  The Bishop was much affect-
ed at our situation ; gave us much consoling advice ; and prayed
sofervently with .md for us,that 1 thought it the happiest da}?,I had
ever experienced. IHe will come agamn, before our execution, to
give us the sacrament, and pray with and for us, with the assist-
ance of our good priest. I cannot sufficiently express my feelings
and thanks for thei&éonvtant and pious attention. I most heart-
ily forgive all my enemies, as I hope to be forgiven. I pray for
the Bishop and Priest, who have taught me to repent of my sins,
and to seek the mercy and grace of our Redeemer and Saviour,

Jesus Christ 3 who with the Father and Holy Ghost, liveth and"

reigneih one God, world without end. Amen.

I would here most gratefully .thank Mr. Bell, who has been
particularly kind and attentive to our wants, during our confine-
ment under him ; has expressed the most affectionate feelings to-
wards us 3 and favoured us with fatherly advice: and I most
humbly pray to God, that he may have health and prosperity in
this world, and eternal happiness in the next. ~ J. P. R,



PETER PETERSON,

OTHERWISE CALLED

NILS PETERSON, axp NILS PETERSON FOGEL-
GREEMN.

I, PETER PETERSON, was born in Gottenburgh, Swe-

den,May 12th 1799, and sent to school by my parents, till I was
nine years of age. - I then went to sea, with my uncle, bound to
Revel, in Russia, thence to Narva, in Russian Finland s thence
to Gottenburgh s thenceto L?verpool, England, and' back to Got.
tenburgh. I was then paid off, and staid on shore about a fort-
night, when I shipped with Capt. Crowsy of Stockholm, and
sailed for Liverpool. I was cabin boy 3 and the Captain using
me very ill, I left the vessel, and bound myself apprentice to a
merchant, in that place. I was in his employ six months, when
he failed and I was paid off.

I then shipped in an English vessel, bound to Buenes Ayres ;

arrived there, and staid two months ; then returned and was paid
off in Liverpool. In abouta week saipped on board an English

brig bound to Salem, in Massackusetts, where we lay a month,
when war was declared between the United States and Great
Britain. I then shipped inthe American privateer, Grand Turk,
Capt. Breed ; set sail from Salem ; and was out on a cruise four
months. We fell in with two letters of marque off Buenos
Ayres, from Liverpool. The action lasted half an hour. Our
~ sailing mtaster and a boy were killed, and one man wounded, when
both vessels struck to us. We had the prizes in tow 48 hours,
when an English ship bore down, thinking we were a British
man of war brig ; but finding her mistake, she immediately
struck her colours. An English man of war brig came cruising
round us, at the same time, but soon sheered off. We manned
the prizes and sent them to the United States. We then set sail
ourselves for the same; and, in the Gulph of Florida, took an
English schooner, loaded with dry goods, fish, and oil, and sent
her into the United States. She arrived in Portland before us.

We were chased into Portland, by an English frigate and
schooner, where we remained a fortnight, and sold our prize.
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‘We next set sail for Salem ; and being becalmed off Cape Ann,
a pilos came on board, thinking us to be Englsh; said he had
a brother on board a British seventy-four ; and, i we wanted
any fresh provisions, he would supply us, He said, moreover,
he would help us to cut our a prize, belonging to the Grand
Turk, of Salem, little thinking he was on board the Grand Lurk.
The Captain gave orders to the first lieutenant to go down to the
doctor and tell him to mix a glass of brandy and jslap; which
was given to the pilot, and he drank it without suspecting any
trick. The crew wished to tar and feather him; but the
Captain would not permit it. T'he pilot (or fisherman) then left
us to go ashore ; when the Coptain of the main top hove down

stones or other heavy subctance, for the purpose of staving the
boat, but was ordefed to desist. | |

We then put in to Salem, and all hands were discharged. 1
received my prize money, camme to Joston, received a Swedish
protection from thé Swedish consul, and shipped on board an
American schooner, under Swedish colours, Capt. Charles Mas-
ters, bound to Antigua. On our return from that place, were
reduced to an allowance of one meal a day of flour and water.
The Captain observed that, unless we discovered land soon, we
must cast lots. We discovered land the same day, put into Woo-

den Island, took a pilot on board, went into Castine, and were
paid off. , -

I next went passenger on board the Cossack, letter of marque,
to Portland, and thence by stage to Boston

Having remained here a fortnight, I <hipped in a Swedish brig
for Avtigua; and after being out 24 hours,we were taken by the
British seventy-four, La Hogue, and went on board. . Being ques-

tioned 2z to my couniry, &c. I answered I wzs born 2 Swede, but
some one on board declared 1 was an Englishman. The Captain

asked me to enter uncer him; but I refused. He then ordered
the gunner to put me in the coal hole ; where I was kept 24 hours,
without foed or drink.  Being breught agsin on deck and refu-
sing to enlist, I was threatened with rwo dozen lashes, but still
refused. My protection was produced from the Swedish consul
in Boston, when the Captain saiashe could buy such for a cent
aplece. He had taken eleven fiching boats, one of which he gave
to the prisoners, who, with eight of her own crew, came safe in-
to BO:IOI'I. '

1 then shipped on board an American schooner, under Swe-
dish colotrs, at INew Bedford, bound for Bermuda, in ballast..
At the expiration o two months, we went as a Cartel. to carry
prisoners to New Loudon, Here I was paid off, took stage to
B:}Ftnm a‘n?}?;‘ﬂ{.‘:ﬂ ir} the Da*:ié_!. P:.*:“TE}‘&_, Capt. W'are, weﬁt on &
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cruise of three months, during which we took an English brig,
loaded with rum and sugar, under the Western Isles. Fell in
with a privateer, Capt. Clark, tock an English brig between us,
loaded with hides, divided the cargo, gave her up to the prison-
ers and parted company. A frigate chased us, which we escaped.

Some time after fell in with an English ship, at midnight ;
and thinking her a man of war, did not go along side till day
light. Then fired a gun, hoisted ofir colours, and she hoisted
English colours. We foughr at long shot, for about half an hour,
when our cartridges being expended, it was agreed to board her.
We ran along side, gave her one gun and che surrendered. Her
cargo consisted of hides and tallow. We sent her for America,
steered for the same ourcelves; and after some difliculties and
dangers, arrived ina small harbour, near N. Bed{ord, where I left
the vessel, went with the first Lieutenant Fish, to Boston, and
remained there a fortnight.

I nexi shipped again on board the D.vid Porter, Capt. Fish.
Took a British brig, laden with fish and lumber ; another with
rum and sugar, and sent them to America, Chased a letter of
marque near Lisbon, but could not overtake her. Were inform-
ed by a Portuguese fishing boat, that an English brig lay in Lis«
bon, laden with money. Waited for her two days, when she
came out,and we gave chase. Six men of war heaving in sight,
we gave up the chase, and cleared them all. Took a schooner
from West Indies, laden with rum 3 also a brig, off Halifax, with
salt, dry goods, new rigging, and three boxes of watches. . Took
our the cargo, gave up the vessel, and arrived sufe at Boston,
where we staid one week. .

After this, put to sea again.—Were chased by an Ynglish Frig-
ate four hours, in a gale of wind, in the Gulph of Florida.—Took
the English brig Flying-Fish, off the Western Isles.—Steered for
the Brazils and took a schooner, with mahogany, which we gave
up.—>Set sail for home, and on the way, took a brig with fish
and oil.—Arrived at New York, and heared the news of peace.
—Worked my passage to Boston.—Shipped with Capt, Paul
Post, in a merchant ship for New Orleans —On our passage,
were near being cast away ; but got safe up to English "l own,—
Ran away from the vessel, on account of bad usage.—Went to
New Orleans and staid a month.—Shipped in a schooner. for Bal-
timore, Capt. Holmes, arrived, and was paid off.—Shipped in rthe
schooner Chippewa, Capt. Clark; arrived at St. Jago, and re-
mained two months.——Were ordered one sabbath, by the mate,
to holy stone the deck, which the crew all refused to do. The
mate sent a.letter on shore to the Captain who immediately came
on board, with s1x ather Captains armed with cutlasses, We
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were all put in irons, and twa sent to prison till the vessel should
sail.—Were afterwards released and went to sea in ballast.  Stop-
ped at an island where an Engllsh brig was cast away and assisted
her.—In a gale, lost our mainmast, had our stern knocked out,
a man at helm badly weunded, and, two days after, a man killed
by a fall, from the fore top sail yard.— Arrived at Baltimore, was
paid off, shipped on board the schooner Plattsburgh, Capt, Davies,
took a cargo of flour to St. Salvador, and lay there two months,
—T'ook a cargo of sugar to Naples, remained there three months,
returned to Baltnnam, and was paid off. Here shipped on board
the Plattsburgh again, under the command of  Captain Hackett.

 Peterson’s account agrees wiih VVilliams’s, till the 21st July
He then proceeds :]

On the day previous to the murder,I saw - Stroner and Stacy
conversing together, heard them say there was a cowardly set of
men, and saw them throw three handspikes down into the fore-
castle, but knew not for what purpose. At twelve at night,
Stromer and Williams called me out of the forecastle ; threaten-
ed to take my life, if I did not come on deck ; and said all the
rest of the crew had agreed to come at th t time. Williams,
at a quarter past twelvesung out “a sai//” Yeiser ran forward
and ssked where abouts. Stromer and Williams cried out, ¢“strike’”
John Johnson and John Reineaux took hold of the mate and
hove him overboard. He had hold of the jib boom guy, and
cricd out, *¢ Lord, have mercy and save me !’ Frederick an-
swered, ¢ Yes yourascal,I will ;” and cut away the guy. Mean-
time thc Captain came running fLJ ‘ward, and asking what was the
matter, Stromer, Williams and Smith said, ¢ We will let you
know i;n a4 minute, you rascal 3 took hold of him and hove him
overboard. After this, Stromer asked me if I would do duty, as
usual. I answered yes. I know nothing respecting the super-
cargo. | |
~ [The rest of his narrative, till the "arrival in Norway, cor-
responds with Williams’s and Rog’s.]

Stromer, Williams, and Onion, not being able to get any of the
crew to assist them, were employed in smuggling coffee ashore
for four nights, and kept the money to themselves. I left the
schooner and went to Christiansand ; got a passport for Gotten=-
burgh ; went passengerin a boat to Flaqtrand in Jutland ; thence
in a bﬁcd:s b boat to Gottenburg; went to the seaman’s house
and police oilice, and délivered my pass. I was asked what ves-
sel 1 came to Norway in, and answered, an American schooner.
They gquestioned me no further.

On the 6th of September, I was taken up by the American .
Consul in my fa*hers house, search was made and the money
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found. Being asked how I obtained the money, I answered, I
had it of Stromer and Williams. Being questioned zbout the
murder, I declared 1 knew nothing about 1t. 1 was imprisoned,
with a block about my legs, weighing thirty pounds, Next morn-
ing, was taken to the police office, and questioned respecting John
Jobnson. 1 replied I did not knew where he was gone ; I did not
keep company with any of them. Two sailors were brought be-
fore me to ascertain, if they were part of the crew. T answered &
I never saw them before. The consul threatened to punish me

to the last minute, if 1did not tell the truth; and I was sent back
to prison.

Next morning was taken to the office again ; two blacks were
brought before me, whom I did not know. The consul ordered
-~ me to a blacksmith ; had my block taken off ; 1rons put all over
me, weighing 135 pounds; then taken back to prison; put into
the dungeon ; and kept on bread and water 26 days. I wasthen
taken out ; my irons taken off'; and had a fit of sickness of 3
months, so that the physicians gave me over. I recovered, how-
ever, and had the liberty of the yard four months. l
I was afterwards carried up to the court for trial ; but nothing
was found against me. The papers were sent to the king’s court,

called the Overett ; where the consul tarried three weeks trying
to get me convicted, but could not. He asked the Judge if he

could not send me to Denmark ; but was told he could not, with-
out applying to the king. The papers were sent to the Gotten-

burgh court, announcing my acquittal. T':e consul stopped me,
till he wrote to the king ; 1 was again put in irons; a block of 50

- pounds weight about my legs; and remained in that situation
six months, till the papers and answer came from the king. 1
was then sent to America, and arrived in Boston, October 3, 1818.

An account of my trial is before the public. Onion turned
State’s evidence, and swore, that after the murder, I'was in the
cabin and said, ¢ throw the damned rascal overboard,” and that,
the next morning, he heard me, in conversation with Smith, say,
that the Captain bad hold of my jacket, and was going to haul me
overboard along with him ; both which assertions are false. Sam-
berson said noihing against me, knowing me to be innccent. [
was sentenced to be hung by the neck, till I should.be dead, on
the 21st January, 1819. 1 was taken back to jailj and put in

‘irons, so to remain til! execution. -.=

In my country, Sweden, when a man is sentenced to death, he

IS Not put in irons, but permitted to have all the comfort he can.
But 1 forgive all my enemies and persecutors, as I hope to be for-

, _ given; having nothing now ‘o do, but make my peace with God,
® through the merits of our Saviour'and Mediator, Jesus Christ,




a2

w-ho, with the Father, and Holy Ghost, liveth and relqneth one
God, world without end. I shall die content if itis God’s will,

21 know myself to be innocent of the crime, I am charged with ;

and may the Lord have mercy on me. P. P.
[Peterson expresses the same belief, sentiments, and feelings,

on religious subjects, as Rog; and returns thanks to the Rey,

Bishop and Priest for their attentions, in similar though not the

same, language. He concludes as follows :]

I sincerely thank the Marshal for his civility and kindness
giving good advice, and sending provisions frequently from his
own house : also, Mr. Bell for makmg our prison as comfortable

- as possible 3 giving us good advice to prepare -ourselves for the

awful momeat of dissolution ; and persevering in preventing in-
truders, who might wish' to convert us from the faith, which we
believe to be true, and disturb us in our moments of meditation
and prayer. I pray for them, and hope we may meet together
m everlasting bliss, . Amen.

To the world at large T bid farewell. May all pray to God to

_give them timely repentance, open their eyes, enlighten their un-

derstandings 3 that they may shun the paths of vice, and follow

God’s comnandments all the rest of their days. Amen.
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