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By all the laws of evidence, therefore, Mrs. Tilton’s confession of guilt is to be assumed
to be true. It was against herself; she had no intelligible motive for making it unless
it were true ; her statement new that she did it under intimidation is the most prepos-
terous of all inventions ; her denial now can have little weight—Iit being in her own favor
anﬁplﬂ!]}pted hy 'E_Vﬁry I}ﬂﬂﬁlb}ﬂﬁlﬂti\"ﬂ: | _Bﬂi }Z{}ii(ﬁﬂ: Shﬁ not Oﬂly made this confession
to her husband and made it in writing, but she made it to Mr. Moulton ; she made it to

Mrs. Monlton ; she made it to her mother; she made it to Miss Anthony ; she made it to

at least one other person whose name I withhold. It will
I think. And shounld we aceept the absurd explanation which she now gives of her
confessing it to her husband under intimidation, how stands the case in respect to these
 other parties? Bhe certainly cannot explain her confessing it to these on any such
 ground, or an ronnd, except the truth of it.  Did Miss Anthony use any intimida-

- ground, or any other gronnd, except the truth of i
- tion? Did her mother? Did Mr. and Mrs. Moulton ?

e I withhold. It will come to the public by and by,
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R ‘}*‘ﬂﬁfg#‘“r‘ff‘fg ;1 ¥ 1 h*ﬁ?";‘”‘ w v\ greatest of crimes. And yet
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‘*:lﬁff:ﬁl??f‘l - s "']“-' ﬁflf ¢ -ﬁ £ A,Qeﬂh.! ,;-ertbell‘ He hints no f‘iﬂ{}h

o S ”.J;ub.im"?_;;lﬁ"ﬂ s a,em SR e ST “Emb;ﬁ;%hw We may safely assume that
the whole commumcatwn was his own.

And that this paper was one of fearful importis proved by two things:

(L.) Those last words: ‘I have trusted this to Moulton in confidence.” Trusted what
in confidence? Something that needed concealment! His own theory admits of nothing
needing concealment. ‘This whole communication, and especially that part of it in his
own hand-writing, is utterly inexplicable upon the assumption of his innocence. It is
easily understood upon the theory of his guilt.

(2.) It was to be returned. Why was that paper to be returned if it was nothing more

than he now pretends? He tells us that several times in the course of several years in
his conversation with Moulton, reference was made to that paper as one that ought to
be returned to him. He was anxious about it! He knew that it contained terrible testi-
timony against him. There is no other possible explanation of his anxiety in reference to it,
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lyze them, or trace out these dates, and thus see the utter absurdity of them. 1 confess
that I have never read any other piece of fiction so badly constructed as this entire state-
ment. And any history of facts at all approaching it in point of utter incredibility the
Jiterature of the last forty years may be defied to prodnce. =~
 And what next? Here comes Mr. Beecher's letter to Moulton, five weeks later :
_“My DegR Friesp MourroN: T amglad to send yon a book. Many, many friendshas God raised up to
me, but to no one of these has he ever given the opportunity or the wisdom to serve me as you have. Yon
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a ! My DEAR Mgs. TILTON : When I saw you last I did not expect ever to see you again, or to be alive many
ays.” e e

W&ﬁﬁﬁ“ -t]iiﬁ'_ﬁix planation whmh Mr. Mmﬂtm ;m d Othﬂrﬂ give of this. They affirm
most unequivocally that Mr, Beecher talked repeatedly of suicide. Mr. Moulton says:

Having made an allusion to Beecher's suicide, it way be well for me to state here the full circumstances
of his eonfession concerning his preposed design,  He told me—and repeated to another in my presence—
that he Jid within reach, in his own study, a poison, which he wonld take if the story of his crime with

. Elizabeth should ever come te the public. He told me of a visit which he had made to a photographer’s
| gallery, where he had learned that one of the employes had mistaken a glass of poison for a glass of water,
cociamd having taken and deanken i, had fallon dead, with seareely tisng to drop the glass. Beecher said that
~ was what he wanted for himseif; and, nnder the plea of making some photographic experiments, he pro-
- curpd some of the same poison from the photographer, which he told me he intended to use if the revelation
- of his erime should be made, 't And then it waoitle be simply reported that Beecher died of apoplexy ; but

XL kR e

God and you and I will know what cansed my death.’”
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“ MY DEAR FRIEND: You cannot see or imagine my personal relations, environments, necessities, limi
tations, dangers, and perplexities. * * * 'T'g have the hundreds and thousands of men pressing me,
each with his keen suspicion, or anxiety or zeal; to see tendencies which, if not stopped, would break out
na ruinous defense of me, without seeming to do it.”

What does that mean? *‘To prevent his friends from breaking ouf into a ruinous
defense of him.” His own theory explains nothing. But now we see what 1t means.
How did this exposure come about ?

Through the well-meant defense of him by his friend Dr. Bacon, first in the Brooklyn
Council and afterwards before the students at New Haven ¢ Brother Beecher,” the Doc-
tor thought, “ ought to have more thoroughly pondered the apostoliz injunction to beware
of dogs ; and his mistake was in not understanding that a puppy is an undeveloped dog.”
And then he likened Beecher and Tilton to Launce and his dog. Beecher was the most
magnanimous of men, and Tilton mean and contemptible. This was a little more than

Tilton, knowing the facts, could endure with equanimity, and he went to Beecher and
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-even if Beecher confessed his transgression. And so he labored! and so he struggled’
‘Poor man! No wonder that he should go on to write, in this same epistle:

** Nothing can pr}sﬁihl;‘ be 80 bad as the horror of that great darkness in whi_ch I spend much of my time.
Life would be pleasant if I could see that rebuilt which is shattered, but to live on the sharp and rugged
edge of anxiety, remorse, fear, desperation, and yet to put on the appearance of serenity and happiness,

- cannot be endured much lenger.” ‘' If you cease to trust e, to love me, I am alone. I bave not another
person in the world to whom I could go.” ==

Could you believe that that was written by Henry Ward Beecher? Had it been in
Moulton’s handwriting, have you a doubt that he would have declared it a false repre-
rentation of what he said? But it isin his own hand. And not one word of it does his
statement explain! Was he afraid of being falsely accused ? A bold, true, innocent man
afraid of being falsely accused? Who of us may not be falsely aecused? What do you
think I would say; what would you say, did somebody threaten to accuse you falsely of
-such a crime? Do you suppose I would lose any sleep? Would you? And yet he tells
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comes 80 intimate with him that he writes him such letters as elsewhere can scarcely be
found for warmth of friendship and intimacy of confidence, in the English tongue! This
man Moulton whom Mr. Beecher himself speaks of as a profane man, quoting from him
a profane expression with which I will not disfigure my manuseript, becomes the most
intimate friend of this pastor of a great church. With this ‘ heathen man and publi-
can” he spends more hours in private than with any ten of his church members, year in
and year out. What explanation can be given of this? Only one. He can manage Til-
ton. He can keep the terrible secret hushed. And he did manage it well: to keep it so
far hushed for more than three years and six months.

With this man he deposits those papers which he dare not keep in his own house, lest
they should reach the eyes of his wife, who was ordinarily his private secretary. And
for this reason it was that that letter read a little while ago was to have been returned
by Theodore’s own hand, and so saved from any chance of miscarriage !
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o7 08 ad Moulton, charge them with
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A0 ¥ et RO R TSR e ARG R s te S0 B 0 i Ceanithenticity.

SR N S R e 1By ond teudigea: tul res¥er untusd, (hetefore the accused could never
have been guilty of the greater! Such logiec is novel enough to deserve a patent! Must
a man, then, always be accused of all that he has done, or else the accuser be denounced
as a conspirator # - Must a criminal always confess his or her full crime, or else the con-

fession be accounted as false ? e e
A fellow-passenger of mine from New York to Liverpool attended a mock auction in
London. soon after our arrival; and the tricks of the company got $20 out of him. I
atterwards heard several times of his describing the way in which they attempted to
swindle him—never of his confessing it—several times of his virtually denying it. Now,
suppose that subsequently he owns the thing up, as he did to me; why these six gentle-
men would by their logic prove that there was not a word of truth in the whole story,
- because he had net always told the same thing, and from the beginning confessed the
worst! He had a reasen for concealing a part of it. He said to me: *You are the first
~man to whom I have ewned up, for 1 did not want any body to know that I was so
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consent,” and the uncontra-
: . Tilton’s only method of con-
Jdidgilv7ied the whole thing most em-
TR g 3% but he soon found that these
griagben to the last resort, and, In-
amarzccessful covering up, and he,
723t fully to Mr. Beecher—to do
% %o did in fulfilling that pledge,
40 ruin this man whom he has
v wace of his being a conspirator!
~wezv as ever any thing more pre-
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e mf;ﬁ%“ﬂ fifty years—known of such
T A«-_..,,f‘"-; when they came into court,
R *ﬁ"y} the lawyers of 1his country,
s!}é‘, $aness worthy of impeachment,
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y AR desd* undertaking to cover up such
it*fjﬁ,” and coulfcl not l?e ‘hirl. Mr.
o= 0 i T the maglciof bis influence,
o e 0. Beecher’s innocence to the
=2 Lae 0’8 friendship could not go so
S -.;-.f;;"‘-l’;i’: she could not any longer evade
ﬁ«*.ﬁ&';*;v himself, or commit perjury.

Wi 7Beecher declares to his com-

i

! ﬂin}j ﬁ;ﬁ b g'.::};nat in that one particular of fidelity
ks .

B AT 0

8 TR AN -.«j!:*;.;.;{ﬁl?w 80 able words of Mr. Beecher

o SOTRLE. RGN o W }#? o T I AT WY . Y W 11 % AT XX d L I WNWAN & o ¥5 LS, ;
= _ﬂ}ilen Mr. Tiiton’s letter to Bacon was published, and nmipn, on my visiting him in reference to if,
proposed no counter operations, and no decuments, and no help; 1 was staggered. And when Tilton sub-
sequently published his statement, after he came to this committee. when that came out, I never heard a
word from Moulfon. - He never sent for, ner visited me, nor did a thing. I waited for him to say or do
something, for I had said to Moulten within the last year—' Ag things are coming, you are never going to

=

manage Tilton. He is poing to manage vou.” T hiave said to him pnce or twice: * Theodore is longer

_' h I+l' ';I. o I" ,1.
> ;4*2!t ¥ W, :L;;ﬁ‘:pyiﬁttr;

5

g

e _

Ay
-
'

héaded than you are, and he has outwitted you ;" and I have said to iim : * The time is eoming in which I
see distinctly, yon have got to choose between his statement and mitre.! He said: * There never will be,
but I will stand by you till the death.’ He said that in the last conversation I had with him

~ What a mortifying revelation does this make! Plotting! Planning! Managing!
~ Thereis a light shining throngh all thix that Mr. Beecher did not intend. 1t1s the light
 that comes through a trap-door, revealing an underground council chamber, the neces-
_sity of which does not at all appear from any statements that he has made to his com.-
mittee! But it reveals another thing—that he had looked to this friend for some denial
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%% “ HENRY WARD BEECHER.

b 'f*.ﬂ and want to send my love to you

ggiening.  God bless you, my dear old
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A (| even if others did not think
| :1:$ Mm_llmn—-bu t Mr. Beecher
> ~=%an special attention! Thank-

28 at only he could appreciate,”
awed him (M.) “more than he
v =aungry 1o see him! Isn’t this
weavxafore known a black-mailer to
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¥ six even do not presume to

oty niﬁds statement, it has been the
vl iialoebaran almost anything else.
V. .

meNfact itself is a very dark affair

Myww it was entirely false. Credai
*E.\{[r, Beecher at one time paid
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y 20 ; J"*‘ Tilton. He was sorry for his
S 1 vaizeeping the Golden Age along.
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G186 was to keep him moving
tand that. Mr. Beecher him-
=g'yrsodore was friendly ; in adver-
. uay and envy. No! the true

f oved more than a year before.
o=y § " ®%%he last of them June 1, 1873.
' '- 871. If Mr. Moulton had from
zhead long since ?
=~tion of a long drawn out con-
31-:1 reason has been suggested

£
. n-. 1 ¥ '%‘
R4 - E+77]last year. Never was a more

VL mllin s s - 2 =2 2 eed not declare his continued

T R S '-"'f_ A fhe very fact that he did not

ot THIRE. SoReoF O30, 18 proof positive against this

% TodANy ﬁ**“{,;"ﬁ. T {,1rect., that make up this terri-
9 ‘{l‘;} ;‘;- ..-Ji"} ';*17‘:_"“;:;5 l:f" ;3;;- a full year ago.

Rl A0 o et years, and so he has an infer-

¥ ¢t Why didn’t he use it, then,

al % e-lover is another two-ed ed

odnd has Mr., Beecher made thls
“.¥24 and is there any truth in the
" What, then, shall we say of
;7 her will do well to think twice
N e T f* r"ws against Mr. Moulton. The
Vv Aasal pains to say that they find
EHE T r, 18 itself a rather suspicious
’iast obvmusly not a conspirator
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two to f{)i’tﬁ a c&nspzmcy

But why should not Mf;_;___._;..?—.-_llmn as Well as Moﬁlton have brought this thing to a head
a great | whﬂe before? Has he gained any thing by waiting? Did he determine at the
cost of every thing, wife and children included, to rnin Mr. Beecher? Why not, then,
have allowed the velecano to burst in hwembar 1872, when there came that terrible
aph&&v&l of red-hot lava in Mrs. Woodhull’s vile sheet ! No evidence has accumulated
since, that materially adds to the strength of their case.

- The charge is abamd! If these men have been conspirators to ruin this man, being
mmc&nf it has been begotten of malice absolutely fiendish, deep as perdition. And yet
that malice has sinmbﬁred for the mﬁ&i} pa.rt qumﬂy, at least one full year after every
thing was ready for the explosion!

And yeis thns &bﬁnrd charge, &baolutéljf nnaappﬁrmd by one particle of evidence, direct
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Attention is specially invited to the third specification. In the committee’s report;
they ask : * What is the proof that the charge in the first instance was adultery ?”
The papers report that this sentence, with several others like it, were pronounced with
very eftective elocution !

Here is the answer in their own church record, made last October, in which Mr. Tilton
18 charged with having said three years and two months before, and repeated nearly a year
before, that adultery had been committed ; and yet the committee declare to the world
in August, 1874, that Mr. Tilton’s testimony i8 not to be received, because he had never,
until recently, made any accusation of that sort! And the church clerk, Mr. Shearman,
acting as Mr. Beecher’s counsel, and in constant intercourse with the committee! Was
there ever a more astounding blunder committed by any six men? Kvery reader of
that report knows well that they made their whole case to rest on this arch, excluding
utterly Mr. Moulton’s and Mr. Tilton’s testimony on this ground alone! Aund yet, under
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‘“Is it plain ” to Mr. Beecher now *‘ that it was not until Tilton had faller into dis-
grace and lost his salary that he thought it necessary to assail him with these charges,”
when, from the record of his own church, it is shown that the charges had been made
five months before the salary was lost, and before his fall from that proudest of all edit-
orial chairs? It was the very occupant of this chair that accused him, in August, 1370,
‘“in Thompson’s Dining Rooms on Clinton street.” It was the occupant of this same
chair that confronted him with this charge on the 30th of December, at Frank Moulton’s.

And how about the $7,000? It is now claimed that this was according to the
contract with Mr. Bowen—that either party was at liberty to dissolve the agree-
ment between them by paying to the other a half vear’s salary. And 1t being proved
that $7,000 was the amount thus due, it was accordingly paid. So that, 1n fact, if this

2
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ouf that he himself never gave that advice at all! And then Mr Beecher’s first public
statement will be seen to involve the marvel of this poer mav’s suffering unutterable
confrition in January because of the mistaken advice which he never had given and
never was to give! A man who can thus suffer the “torments of the damned ” for the
sins of his whole mngregatmn not only, but alse in view of mere errors of judgment,
not yet committed, mnat;_}::e desewm g of the prﬂfmm&eﬂt pity that ever moved the soul of
mortal or immortal !
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lifted Mr. Tilton out of the deep shadows, and inspired
Mr. Beecher with so much higher respect for him, as to awaken in his soul the agony
and remorse which the apology was intended to express—these new facts were all
learned in the four days which intervened between December 27, 1870, and January 1,
1871.
What were they* What new light
upon his mind in this inter ral? | - |
Why, simply this! That on the 30th of December he had been confronted at the house

according to his own statement—had dawned

2 i — = - - = = == e i e U SRS - = = = = SRR == _ = = cmmm = - e ————
el g

* On the 26th of September, in my rejoinder to Prof, Raymond through the Mansfield Herald, I called on
him to produce any proof that Mrs. Tilton had so stated to the Committee, promising to recall this Hiilff‘*
ment publicly. He has presented none whatever, in any form, either to myself or the Herald, up to this
date (Oct. 22), and we may, therefore, safely assume that no such proot exists.
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And in connection with this interview of December 30th with Mrs. Tilton, another
guestion has arvisen = =

Mr. Tilton and Mr. Moulton testify that Mrs Tilton’s paper of the 29th was a confes-
sion ar d an accusatien of the full erime now alleged. Mr. Beecher asserts that 1t was
only #n charge avsingt him of improper advances. In this theve is a plain conflict of
testimeny, Is there anv infernal evidence to indicate which is the true story and which
is the fulge ? [ think there is. Mr. Beecher’s own statement of his interview with Mrs,

‘Tilton, respecting her accusation against him, is in these words :

“ She opened her eves, and began in a slow and feeble way to explain how sick she had been; how wear-
tad ont with fmuorfunity; that he bad confessed his own alien loves, and said that he could not bear to
think that she was better than be; that she micht win him to relormation if she would confess that she
haid loved me wore thian him, and that they could repent and go on with future coneord.”
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gation ;” and every in‘ruH.i,t_{vm. man understands that such a jury is in the habit of re-
ceiving all testimony against the accused with the largest oenerosity. So that, instead
ot I*lxj_,xpnng restimony which a petit jilr'_\* wonld be I't‘tlllil‘t*tl tO I‘t:{'l*i‘ff'-- thev givi* the
.f'HHr*HI H‘f‘f{ﬂff 10 Thi‘ t*k’ii]tﬂi{'i% of Tlli‘ ACCHRET, N0 ‘III:}T' i'l even there be a ;u'fnnf‘jhr*fr case
against the accused, he may be indieted and put on trial Mr. Tilton and Mr. Monlton
stand thus indicted to-day before the courts upon the testimony of Mr. Beecher alone,

In view of all these facts, it was long ago seen and felt that the report of this comn-
mittee could make but little impression upon the great public. Its mode of appointment,
and its whole method of procedure, alike forbade that its report should produce any very
sensible effect upon the mind of any body.

And every careful reader of it is struck with the fact that it is throughout but little
else than Mr. Beecher’s own statements revamped. They might about as well have
summed up their seven eolumns in one single sentence: * We accept in full the theory
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S vy ata dues tl‘mt}ﬂmp' 1 Ias ‘Mr, }{M-‘eher 1:{}1(‘1 us ‘%’ He certainly has not told us any
thing that makes this &t all intelligible. He has told us that Mrs. Tilton was one of the
purtmt women that ever lived. One of the truest wives ; and that she had become very
warmly attached to her pastor. But the attachment was a perfectly proper one, and
nothing had ever occurred between them that miﬁﬁﬁ not, with perfec: propriety, oceur
b-tween any man and the wife of another man. By the way, had Mr. Beecher forgotten
when he penned this, that vile letter that this woman had sent him? A letter too vile
exeept for the purpose of testimony in ?if}ﬁ‘i{’i&tlﬂg‘ the truth, to find its way into any
tecent newspaper, I will not defile my manuseript nor these pages by copying it. Is
that such a letter as a pure man would be likely to receive? Or if he did, would he
hasten to {iﬂﬁ]fima to fﬁrw millions of people that Ehﬂ writer of it was one of the purest
women that ever lived ?  Is that this man’s ideal of * an angel of purity?” And yet he

80 dfﬁrma h&r t{} ba m hlﬂ m{}st &mph&ﬁiﬁ__auﬂ é,lomug style. What, then, was the fault
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stress, is the fact that Mr. Tilton’s statement involves what they regard as the absurdity
of his wife’s confessing to him in July, and his saying nothing about it to Mr. Beecher
till December, 1870, |

But this point in the statement of Mr, Tilton I regard as one eof the strongest proofs
that the whole statement 18 a true account. The theory of the committee is that it is a
pure fiction. And that is the theory of all Mr. Beecher’s defenders.

Now, whatever else may be said of Mr. Tilton, it is entirely certain that he is a man of
some sagacity. And if he had been studying up a fiction, to be accepted as a fact, he
would have seen at once that that part of the statement would strike everybody as hard
to believe. That interval of 81X months is just such a thing as would never have entered
into a fictitions account. Never! No man of the sagacity ot Tilton would have invented
that. Everybody admits that that six months of quietness after having his wife’s con-
fession is the most incredible part of the whole story. Mr. Beecher ridicules it ; the com-
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; vk fi,f. ﬁ’r{ ﬁ;_,f "'i’q{i 8 NFIE Dl b ﬁ%m hich to judge. I can easily
understand them in the light of recently occurring facts. The whole case has been
published, and, as if it were to be fated that the committee themselves were to fulfill
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in this prediction, if such was his meaning, as I think is must have been.

[ This last paragraph I have left just as it was in the first edition, Since then Mr,

Moulton has given his own explanation of it, in which he says:

— 1 did belieye that if he had made, as he was advised to make a full and frank confession of the whole
~ truath, as he had done to me, accompanied by such expressions of contrition and repentance as he had
. made to me, his ¢hurch and the world wounld have forgiven him, aud he would have stood.”
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yield to truth. I stood by this man till the last lingering doubt evanished. And now,
in common with others, I have been assailed with all sorts of calumnies, and charged with
“ malice,” “ malignity,” *‘ personal animosity,” and * clerical jealousy.” This by Prof.
Raymond, of the Plymouth Church. And,in connection with this last charge, he speaks
of * clerical jealousy finding its source and field of operations mainly in the West.”
This is rather an unfortunate mistake for a ‘‘ Protessor” to make. For jealousy, as any
English dictionary will show, implies competition and rivalry. There might be some
plausibility in charging some of Mr. Beecher’s neighbors in Brooklyn with jealousy,
were it not that the noble company of ministers resident there are men of too large
soul and heart to be justly obnoxious to such a charge. And yet I know very well that

this charge has been a thousand times reiterated against the grandest men on this con-
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* though there be no proof of friendship—is excluded, because his family pride would

stand in the way of & fair verdict. Their family pride in their pastor, and their natural
vanity and ambition as the most popular ¢hurch on the continent, 18 a motive quite as
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this paragraph, received a long letter from an eminent jurist, whose name 1 musr with-
hold, because his letter is strictly private. The reader would recognize the name if I
should give 1t. DBut, private as the letter was intended to be, I think I can be justified
In giving some extracts from if, withholding all that 18 strictly personal to the writer.

He says:

‘““ Beecher’s guilt, in my judgment, can be conclusively established by that evidence alone which has the

sanction of his own name or his own admission. And the evidence as it now stands, aside from his own
writings, and without a word of confession from him—tried by any acknowledged test of truth, is equally
conclusive. 1t seems most extraordinary that so large a portion of the public is still willing to receive him
as a teacher, both in the pulpit and upon the platform. It is not by Treason of belief in his innocence. but
ot \\'itll:ﬁf ;IIllii!I;: }liré ;:ili]i -1 |!s'ri~]r}' l]!:illi7]'H| iIl;E d Very 1;11111=li1;|11|¢- ({;|11e[i{ i:lIl Of 1 ]I:' ]lllliiit' 1Ilillil. Hor k%'llill
doos guilt 1n his case 1imply ! Not adultery simply nor even principally. Nor indeed is the hypocrisy of
an eminent christian professor the greatest erime. There is also falsehood, perjury, subornation of per-
jury, together with wanton and ruthless attempts at destruction of the good name of every person who
llillllit‘llﬁ to have knowle ];._’.'i‘ on the subject. No qreater moratl monster 18 concewwable than Beecher stands to-
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A ] ij“ b\Lﬁ% At g‘;‘)wa appears in the clear logie,
Jeges i ‘,h‘f.iff'{ 23538 :f;,!,x;‘l,ph._ And when the reader is
\;‘?fi:ﬁ Kft?‘ffs i 21"’5 !11 ;}‘-':E_;:;Lel:_ltlﬁed with the trial of this
_L,;;fi;l-,:;;ji-;_;-:__{&.55:5-&’53‘1,,-d :ﬁ%;{.ﬂ. 3 i 'v.bhis 1s no partisan view 9f the
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of this man’s guilt with unutterable reluctance. I resisted it to the last. But the time
came in my investigations when I had not the slighest remaining doubt of it, and when
I was compelled to stultify myself by rejecting all the laws of evidence, or else admit
that he was guilty beyond a question. I have not here arrayed all the proofs; scarcely
one-half of them. ButIhave arrayed enough. In all the cases of similar charges which
have come to my knowledge in thirty years of service in the ministry, I have never found
another in which to my mind the proofs were so absolutely overwhelming. I might,
perhaps, have had large credit for charity had I still refused to believe him guilty. But
sometimes such credit can be gained only by a ruinous discount upon a man’s sagacity,
or at the peril of being, with some good reason, accused of complicity with the gailt.

‘“ But on what ground are you called to speak at all?” it may be asked. I answer:
on many grounds. This case belongs to the public; it is before the world. It is not the
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