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The intent of capital puni{hment. |

lm“

DEUTERONOMY XIX. 19, 20.

So fhalt thou put the evil away from among you.
And thofe which remain fball bear, and fear, and

fball henceforth commit no more any fuch evil a-
mong you. | '

MY BRETHREN,

N occafion fo. melancholy as the prefent,
viewed in all circamftances, hath rarely, if

ever, fallen under our notice. This numerous af=
fembly, of all orders and charatters, will attend

with reverence to the counfel that may be brought
from the word of God. Efpecially isit to be hop-~
ed, that be, whofe tragical death is to fucceed -
this folemnity, may be all attention to the laft
fermon he will ever hear. I have ever confidered
that I. preached to mortal men; but was ne-
ver called to preach to one doomed to death by
public juftice, and but a few hours before his
launching into eternity. |
- An important end of capital punithment, as it
relates to fociety and this world, is pointed out in
the words read. - This comprehends fundry par-
ticulars: It is to rid the ftate ofa prefent nui-
fance—to prevent the extenfion of theevil—to re-
claim or preferve thofe who have been, or might
be in danger of ‘being; feduced by examples of
_ profligate
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profligate wickednels. So fhalt tiou put the e-
vil away from among you. - And thofe which ' re-
main fhall bear, and fear, and fboall benceforth com-
mit no more any fuch-evil among you. - A further
end of capital punithment will be attended to, as
it is a natural.corifequence from the words. This
refpects the offender, and a future world. Let

us firft attend to the former. - . - %
WrAT is here faid with immediate refpect to
perjury is applicable to other crimes equally per-.
nicious in their tendency. The direction is to
civil magiftrates and judges, to make diligent en-
quiry refpe&ting the evil ; and upon proof of it,
to put it away by the excifion‘of the criminal. It
is a duty which the civil guardians of ‘a commu-
nity owe to God and. their people. They are the
minifters of God, by him “appointed ¢ revengers
to execute wrath upon fuch ‘as do ‘evil.” "~ They
may “‘ not bear the fword in vain.” ~“In being *¢a
terror to evil works,”’ they are: minifters of ' God
for good to the community and. its virtuous citi=
Reng, 0 . s Hirw od 198
- THE excifion of a member of fociety can be
juftified only for crimes of magnitude. ' It1s put-
ting a period, a reproachful and excruciating peri-
od, to the probation of a fellew-creature. A juft
and humane government will recur to it only- in
cafes where the fovereign of life has declared his
will, or the public fafety clearly requires’it.  « A-
mong-the variety of attions which men are daily
liable to' commit, it is a melancholy truth,” fays
- judge Blackftone, ¢ that no lefsthan an hundred -
and fixty have been declared by act-ef parliament
te
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53
1o be felenies without benefit of clergy ; ory in o-
~ ther words; tobe worthy of inftant death.” So
- dreaaful a lift, inftead of dimimithing, increafes the
number of-offences. - Theinjured, through com-
paffion,  will often forbear toprofecute : Juries,
through compaflion, will fometimes forget their
oaths, and either acquit the guilty, or mitigate the
nature of theoffence : And judges, through com-
paflion, will refpite one half of the conviéts, and
recommend them to the royal mercy.  Among
fo many chances of elcaping, the needy or hard-
ened offender overlooks the multitude that {uffer ;
he boldly engages in- fome defperate attempt to
relieve his wants, or fupply his vices ; and, if un-
expectedly the hand of juftice over-takes him, he
deems himfelf peculiarly unfortunate, in falling at
laft a facrifice to thofe laws, which long impunity
had taught him to contemn.™§

SuaLL crimes {fo different in their natures as
murder and a trifling theft be fubjected to the fame
penalty ?, Policy, juftice and humanity alike re-
monfirate againft it.  ¢“ Death is of dreadful things
the moft dreadful. - This terror fhould be the laft
refort of authority, the ftrongeft and moft opera-
tive of prohibitory fanctions, and placed before the
trealure of life, to guard from invafion what can-
not be reftored.” It doth honor to the wifdom
as well as lenity of our legiflators, that not more
than fix crimes are capital by our law. *.

- & Vol S By 162 & ‘'THE
* The lenity of government fhould rather be exprefied in fiaming of penal laws,
than in {ufpending or flopping ‘the execution.  Government is weakened by an-
ngxing te crimes tuch penalties as are too fevere to be executed. It isa prefump-
tive evidence of the wifdom and lenity of our penal laws, of the juft fenfe our le-
giflators have of the rights of the fubje&, and the importance of life, that capital
punifhments are very rare with us. Inftitutions, providing for the prefervation
amd employment of public criminals of variops deicription, have beea found falu-
tary in many ftates,
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- T're-execution of a capital fenterice: fhould e~
ver be accompanied with circumftances of folemn-
ity expreflive of public grief, and adapted to make
a lafting impreffion on all ages, ranks and charac-
ters-—partlcularly on chlldren and youth : Such
{olemnity will greatly fubferve the fecurity of the
Ttate, and the caufe of morality,

VARrIOUs crimes were made capital by the
jewilh conftitution, for peculiar reafons which do
not apply to other people. Nations are far from
being agreed in the number of crimes which
thould be punifhed with death. . The circum-
ftances of different nations may require them to
have recourfe to. this punifhment for - different
crimes. Nations in general have agreed to make
murder, treafon, and rape, capital. The divine
legiflator has exprefily interpofed his authority with
- refpe&t to the firft. And the reafon affigned for
the excifion of 2 murderer equally applies to all
times and people : It is this : For i the image of
God made he man. 'The fecond, or high treafon
is murder increafed, and extended i gl vliole
community. The laft is the .crime for which
this malefactor is to fuffer death. It is befide the
intent of this folemnity to {pecify all the crimes
which the legiflatareand magiftracy of a ftate may
be bound to put away by cutting off the perpetra-
tors. - Such we fuppofe this malefactor’s offence
to have been..  Seldom is Jfuch an. offence fo am-
ply proved. For feldom is a delinquent of this
defcrlptlon {o bold and fhamelefs.

IT is on all hands agreed that a pnvate citizen

may defend himfelf againft a violent affault. The
CORe



-ﬁ.--i.,.',.' ]

( &9 ]

-~confequence 1is plain, that a ftate may defend her

citizens againft fuch affault.  When lenity to a
criminal 'would be cruelty to good fubjelts, on
what ground doth he expect lenity ? The God of

-order hath vefted civil government with authority
to preferve itfelf—to provide for the perfonal fafe-
'ty and rights of every {ubject. He has command-
ed the civil magiftrate to put away any flagrant
¢vil from the ftate. If this can be done only at
the expence of life, then life hath been forfeited to

the ftate. Rgwvsfbment is fuch an outrage on hu-
manity, an injury fo great and irreparable, a crime

{0 baneful and dangerous to fociety, that civilized
nations have agreed to prote&t female honor from

violence by making death the penalty for this
crime. ' , -

Tuere is a diftinétion between the forfeiture
of liberty, and the forfeiture of /fe. But the cri=
minal whofe atrocious conduct hath merited im-
prifonment for life, doth not differ materially in
his moral character from one whom all will allow
to have merited death. = And whether one who
hath wholly forfeited liberty can havea claim to

life will admit a queftion.” In the inftance before

us, we proceed on the fuppofition that it 1s zz/afe
and dangerous, and therelore unfit, that fuch an
oftender fhould live. “Thofe who are fo depravéd,
in their moral charaer that they can neither be
cured nor endured, are in the civil ftate what a
mortifted ‘member is in the natural body. As
fach member muft be amputated for the preferva-
tion of the body, fo perfons of fuch depravity muft
be cut off for the prefervation of the ftate. ~ The

B mafter
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mafter of a family expells from his houfe the
member whofe refidence in it is no longer confift-
ent with 'its order and welfare. Sheuld his con-
duct as a citizen be equally vicious and dangerous,

the like power in civil government muit be exer-
cifed in fentencing him to death—not to banifh-
ment. 1f unworthy to live in his own country, he
15 equally unworthy to live in another.. - If he
hath no rights in his own country, where hath he
any rights » And what indignity to another nati-
on, totranfport into it fuch convict ?

ONE defign of capital punithments then is to
rid the ftate of a prefent nuifance, and proteét good
{ubjelts. - A further defign 1s to warz and refirain
others of evil difpofitions. . That thofe which re-
main mMay bear and fear.

WiTu this view the fupreme ruler, in his mo-
ral government of the world, fometimes evident-
ly fets forth individuals, and fometimes commu-
nities, as an example—an example of his righteous
feverity ; -and an admonition to the ungodly You
will readily call to mind various examples in {crip-
ture of the judgments of God, final as to . this
World—-—mﬂl&ed with the parental defign of giv-
ing a fenfible demonitration of the malignity of
vice, preventing the extenfion of it, and awaken-
ing a jult awe in the minds of many, who, were
it not for {uch admonitions, would proceed to
commit all ‘iniquity with greedmcfs Divine
threatnings as well as judgments recorded in fcrip-
ture are all parental warnings. The divine go-
vernment is a pattern to earthly rulers.

SOME may imagine that punithment, efpecmlly
capital



S8 . L. 7§

capital punifhment, muft be diftated by revenge.

If only the cafe of the fuffering individual came

into confideration, this might appear {pecious.

But government, from the nature of it, regards a
public intereft : It provides for particular parts or
members in fubordination and f{ubferviency to the

good of the whole. Surely no individual can

complain that his intereft is not confulted to the

injury of any citizen—much lefs at the peril of
the public. He cannot complain, that he, being
of an abandoned charater, is not {pared to {pread
the contagion of iniquity.  If righteoufnefs exalts
a‘nation, and iniquity is its ruin, goodnefs requires

that fuch as would bring on this ruin be cut off.

That muft be a very bad adminiftration under

which any fubject is permitted with impunity to
affault his fellow-fubjects, or to feduce them from
their allegiance.  That head of a family doth not
confider what he owes to his houthold, who fuf-

fers any member of it to fubvert all order, deco-
rum and duty. Nor could ‘we prove the moral
rectitude and goodnefs of God, were l:e not known
in the courfe of his providence by the judgments
he executeth. Punifhment is his ftrange work.
He delighteth in mercy.  But if this doth not re-
claim, he will whet his glittering fword, and his
hand will lay hold on judgment. Denevolence
itfelf calls for punithment in this or an after ftate,
or there is no fuch thing as moral government.
In cwil fociety, the wicked would walk on every
fide, and the cry of the opprefled be in vain, the
foundations would be deftroyed, confufion and
mifery would “prevail, were punithment, capital
punithment, never executed. - InN=
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InGcENUOUs motives are the beft. But with-
how many have fuch motives little or no influ-
ence ? It would be well, could we, in inculcating
morality, prevail with all by reprefenting the rea-
fonablenefs, excellence and advantages of virtue,
the turpitude and mifery of vice. But we are
compelled to perfuade men by the terror of future
judgment, and future wrath. = With this view the
fcriptures reveal future indignation and wrath,
tribulation and anguith. Yet even the revelation
of the wrath of God from heaven doth not reftrain
many. They do not believe, or do not fecar, him
who can deftroy foul and body in hell.  So in re-
gard to civil government, the /ove of it is the moft
worthy and {fure principle of obedience and fub-
miffion.. .But what courfe muft be taken with
thofe who neither fear God, nor regard man ?
who are impatient of controul, and break through
the reftraints of all laws human and divine ? who
would diflolve {ociety, and introduce univerfal a-
narchy ? If fuch would be the confequence of fuf-
fering them to live, they manifeftly ought to die,
that {o great an evil may be prevented. - Such ex-
amples of public vengeance naturally ftrike terror
1nto others, whofe lufts and paffions might impel
‘them to the fame, or as great evil, were it not for
this warning. ey SSRGS ¥ ] =y

- TuerE are but few who are made without fear.
So awful and ftrange a punifhment efpecially, as in
a few hours awaits this poor prifoner, is calculated
and defigned to put the lawlefs in fear. On this
occafion perfons of all chara&ers have come toge-
ther. Poffibly there may be fome in this great

con-
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concourfe, who have been kept back from the
fame, or the like excefs of riot, by no other con-
{ideration than the fear of human laws. To fuch
efpecially he is now fet forth for an example, and
will be in a yet more affe¢ting manner in the af-
ternoon. Very few have ever been more harden-
ed and audacious offenders. = Yet even he informs
us, that when 1n the midft of his career, one of
his aflociates was tried and condemned, he, with:
thofe that remained, heard and feared. Well had
it been, if they had taken warning, and committed
no more any fuch evil. But when they found
that their companion, who met the juft reward of
his deeds, made no difcovery of his accomplices,
their fears vanithed, and they returned to theirfor-
mer courfe. Now another, perhaps the moft bold
and fubtil of all, after having efcaped the vigil-
ance of the civil magiftrate in {everal kingdoms of
Europe, is this day to be offered a victim to pub=’
lic juftice. From the paft tenor of divine provi-
dence towards fuch offenders, the probability is,
that none of them will die a common death, but
that all wiil thare a fimilar fate with this criminal.
If even his heart failed-him for fear, left his ini-
quity fthould be brought to light, how dothit now
tremble ? If this {petacle of human depravity and
mifery thould prove a reftraint to others from com-
mitting any fuch evil, it will not be exhibited in
vain. They themifelves will have reafon to ac-
knowledge ryhe divine goodnefs in giving them this
warning—a check will be put to fuch evil in the
ftate. - This example of wrath will praife God.
It may be heard of in the kingdoms where the

pri-

L
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prifoner long perpetrated the moft flagitious crimes. -
It may be a means of bringing his confederates+in
vice to delerved punithment, of detecting a band of
villains, combined for the vileft of purpofes, and
as dangerous toa community as the peftilence that
walketh indarknefs. It may be a reftraint to an
horrible practice which hath long prevailed in
Europe, and hath begun to prevail in this coun-
uy.
ryBUT whether it may be prefumed or not, that
this day’s example may be thusextenfively known,
and be followed with fuch falutary confequences ;
1t-1s at leaft adapted to reftrain any of a like cha-
. racter who may be witnefles, eor hearofit.  In
this view its defign is important to them, and to
the community. If {fuch a warning fhould not
be hearkened to, 1t muft argue ftupidity and mad-
nefs 1n vice, which forebode fpeedy deftruction
from God and man. Seldom is there fuch anex-
ample, fuch a warning, as the prefent. God
grant it may not be an admonition unregarded by
fuch whofe degeneracy makes it a needful one to
them. What fruit of his paft life hath this con-
~demned malefattor ?*The end 1s a premature,
fhameful and violent death. In full health and
ftrength; in early life, in a moment, on a gibbet, he
18 to be difpatched into eternity. Compaffion it-
felf calls forit--public compaffion. Iadd, compaf-
fion alfo to fuch as have entred on a vicious courfe,
or may be in danger of being feduced. The prifo-
ner preacheth a better fermon to fuch than I ama-
ble. © Lookon him; ye who make a mock of fin;i.
hear, and fear.  Behold, ye defpifers and wondez, “
- Sce

*
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Seean early wanderer from the path of good educati-
on, an early defpifer of God and things facred, ope
who has had no awe of in and wrath, one who
has {ported himfelf in the {poils of his fellow men,
one who hath fpeedily filled up his meafure of ini-
quity, one of :whofe untimely end you are to be
witnefles this day. Beware how you harden your-
felves after his example—i{tifle the checks of con- 4
fcience—hate inftrution, and defpife reproof—
how you join:yourfelves to company who are in
the broad road to deftrution. Such was the
cafe with him who is now fet before you as a
warning. He hath been almoft in all evil, and
1s going to appear before the judge of all, to give
 account of himfelf. Should he, in this fituation,
have a feared confcience, what thought more af-
felting ! _

Tui1s reminds us of another end of capital pun-
ifhment mentioned at the beginning of my dif-
courfe. It refpe&s thegjfender and a future werld,
as the former refpected focicty and the prefent
world. This is a confequence from our {ubjedt.
For crimes which call for fuch feverity of punifh-
ment, which render it dangerous to {ociety that
the criminal fthould any longer live on earth, muft
needs be as fcarlet and crimfon, and call for a re-
pentance deep in proportien. - When nothing
{hort of death can expiate his crimes againft his
fellow-fubjeéts or the ftate, his punithment is in-
deed final as to this world. . But in this laft ex-
tremity his foul is: commended to the divine mer-
cy. What hath been ever ufual under our happy
government, ought to be the ufage-in all, to allow

the
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.the convicta 'fpa'C..C of repentance. To hurry him

ammediately from an carthly bar to the bar of God,

(extraordinary eafes excepted) feems to argue want

of feniibility. and compaffion.  To give him op-

. portunity to-confider, and give glory to God be-

fore he dies, is the -united dictate of humanity,

Jmorality,. and cheiftianity. . | .00 0 -'

g THE fitnation ofa condemned malefactor, con-
fined and chained in a dark prifon, an emblem of
the fhadow of death, the day of his execution fix-
ed, muit awaken reflection in one who is not ‘to-
tally.abandoned. - The providence:of God intends
at-as ‘amoral-anéans of opening  the ears to difci-
pline.. By this means hath he fealed the inftruc-
tionof fome.. ‘The natural horior of death, thead-
ditional. horror - from the expeftation of fuch a
peculiar kind of death, conduce to atreft:the
mind with apprehenfions of eternal confequences.

W here fome weeks are allowed between the fen=
tence of death and the execution of it; there is time
for.meft ferious confideration and penitential for-
row. . The mind is not thrown into {uch agitati=
on 2s-precludes fober refleCtion. . In the fituation
above {uppofed; -the malefactor, whofe mind 1s not
exercifed with, other thoughts ‘than' thofe of tem+
poral death, muft indeed be hardened through the
deceitfulnefs of fin. - Thefecond death the-wrath
of an incenfed Deity abiding on him, the day of |
the lamb’s wrath, the greater damnation for hav=
“ing neglefted. a great {alvation, raife other appre-
henfions than temporal deftruction, If the mear
view of the latter may be improved as a means. of
quickening-him in flying from the wrath:to'come;
- 1
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in this cafe he that dies on a gibbet will have reas
ton to be thankful that his wickednefs was difco-
vered, and met a merited punifhment from public
juftice. 'The expeétation of the deftruction of the
flefh, through the operation of fovereign grace is
* means of faving the {oul from death,' and of hi-~
_ing a multitude of fins. -~ Such as * fit in dark-
nefs and in the fhadow of death, being bound in .
«ffli¢tion and 1ron ; becaufe they rebelled againft
“he words of God, and contemned the counfel of
themoft HiGH ;” have had their heart brought
lown-—have cried unto the Lord in their trouble,
and been brought out of worfe darknefs than the
ungeon of any prifon on earth—wor{e chains than
-ny outward ones have been broken. '
Tue fcriptures mention a thief who found mer-
cyon the crofs.  But he was a penitent, nota re-
viler. 'There were rwo malefators on the crofs
at the fame time. One of them railed on the fuf-
‘ering Redeemer, faying, ¢ Save thyfelfand us.”
The other rebuked his fellow, faying, ¢ Doft thou
qot fear God, feeing thou art in the fame con-
‘emnation ? And we indeed juftly ; for we receive
he due reward of our deeds ; but this man hath
aone nothing amifs.” He proceeded, and “¢ faid
unto Jefus, Lord, remember me when thou com-
eft into thy kingdom. And Jefus faid unto him,
Verily I fay unto you, To day f{halt thou be with
me in paradife.”  You fee to whom thefe reviving
words were {poken—to one who had indeed been
4 notorious finner in his life, was capitally con-
demned, and brought forth to execution. But
he was fully convinced of th¢ ¢normities ofl his
< | ife,
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life, the juftice of the punifhment to which he
was doomed, and feared the wrath of God more
than that of man. His trial and prifon awakened
his confcience : He was refigned to his deftiny as
what he had merited : He adminiftred a moft per-
tinent reproof to his companion in {in, who with
an air of levity, and with ridicule on his tongue,
 was {uffering a capital punifhment—ridicule point-
- ed at the holy and juft OnEe, who was then endu-
ring the crofs to fave mankind, and while he hung
on the crofs prayed for revilers and murderers,
““ Father, forgive them ; for they know not what
they do.” In thefe circumftances of ignomijny,
the other malefactor condemned himfelf, juftified
God, rebuked the reviler, bore teftimony to the
innocence-of Jefus, confefled him as the Chrift of
God, and was an earneft, a fuccefsful {uitor for
mercy. Whoever with like penitence and faith
applies for mercy, {hall findit, though at the laft
hour of life.

BuT what encouragement doth this inftance af-
ford to the unbelieving, unconcerned finner ? what
encouragement to one who laughs at deftrucion,
and dies deriding Chrift, inftead of exprefling hum-
ble faith in him ? All manner of fin is forgiven
for his fake to the penitent. 'The grofieft finners
have been wathed, fancified, and juftified in the
name of the Lord Jefus, and by the Spirit of our
God. They who have much forgiven them, are
{enfible of theobligation, and /ove much. 'Theyare
found weeping at the feet of Jefus. Or with the
prodigal, not while wafting hig fubftance in riot ;
but when he came to himfelf, and refolved, 1I

- will

!
|



_ { 519 1)

will arife, and go to my father, and fay, Father,
F-have finned againft heaven, and before thee.”
Or with the publican, who “ would not lift up
fo much as his eyes to heaven, but {mote on his
breaft, faying, God be merciful to me a finner.”
When great finners are thus overwhelmed with
griefand thame; thus fee the purity of God, and
abhor themfelves ; thuslook to him whom they
have pierced, and are in bitternefs of foul, then
may they have hope. For Jelus was fent 0 beal
the broken hearted.  The facrifices of God area
contrite {pirit. - |

BuT fhall we talk wickedly and deceitfully for
God ? Shall we {peak comfortably, while the
workers of iniquity boaft themfelves ? while-they
fet themfelves againft the Lord, and againft his a-
nointed ? while they think to out-brazen Eis
wrath, at whofe ¢ prefence the mountains quake,
and the hills melt, and the world and all therein
are burnt ? Who can ftand before his indignation ?
and who can abide in the fiercene{s of his anger ?
Kifs the Son, left he be angry, and ye perifh.”.

THERE is danger, great danger, of mifapplying
and perverting the grace of the gofpel, On the
veryfavourable fuppofition of true repentance at the
clofe of a profligate life, there will not be the beft
evidence of the reality of fuch repentance. - Op-
portunity is not left to manifeft the fincerity and
bring forth the fruits of it. There cannot then
be the comfort and hope which is greatly to be
defired. There is not {pace to efface, by the ex-
ample of his repentance, the reproach which the

delaying and prefumptuous finrer hath brought on
4 the



(20 )

the caufe of Chriftianity and of virtue. There is
not time to undo what he hath done againit God
and his fellow-men.
- Taese things we obferve on the favourable
fuppofition of true evangelical repentance, after 2
li-fg {pent in vicious indulgence. But {uch repen-
tance is rare. More generally thofe who have
defpifed the riches of God’s goodnefs, forbearance
and lJong-fuffering till the clofe of their days, go
on ftill indulging an hard and impenitent heart,
treafuring up wrath againft the day of wrath :
Some remarkable providence may, in a few inftan-
ces, have roufed open and flagitious finners from
their fecurity, fo that a bad life may have ended
well.  But though this may bea reafon why none
thould defpair, who have thus wafted life, is it not
as forcible a reafon why none thould prefime thus
to wafte it ? Would you thruft forward the main
bufinefs of life into the laft day and hour of it ?
Yea, would you refer to your dying hour, not on-
ly the whole bufinefs of life, but alfo the much
more difficult bufinefs of reforming and renounc-
ing habits of fin and excefs ? Is not the natural
bitternefs of death enough, without the greater
bitternefs of {in unrepented of, and uncancelled ?
Laden with an heavy load of guilt, which, with-
out any additional load of infirmity, would be hea-
vy enough, how will the finner, on the verge of
eternity, fupport his own reflections !
WHATEVER afpe@ any of the preceding re-
flections may have on fuch as have lived without
God in the world, and at the end of their days
mourn thus, ‘“ How have [ hated inftruétion, and

my
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my heart defpifed reproof,”’—whatever afpe&t they
may have on the ftate of the unhappy man here -
defore us ; they are, I am perfuaded, the words .
‘of truth and fobernefs. However diftrefled we
‘may feel for him, we may not, in this laft inftruc~ -
tion to him, hold up fallacious hopes ; nor give

countenance to others, who are warned by this
example to bear and fear. |

YET once more am I called to adddrefs you,
Fofeph Mountain. No more will you hear the
counfel of God from any of his minifters. The
bounds are {et whichyou cannot pafs. Tejudge,
your ecternal judge, now fandeth before the door.
This day, in about three hours, you muft die—
muit be hanged as a fpectacle to the world, a
warning to thevicious. Had I not been very fen-
fibly afteCted—were I not now efpecially affected,
with. your fituation, I thonld be athamed of my-
{elf as a man, more as a Chriftian, and yet more
as a Chriftian minifter. It is a weighty argument
with us to warn the wicked, that we watch for
fouls as thofe that muit give account. If warn-
ing is not given them, and they die in their ini-
quity, their blood will be required at the watch-
man’s hand. He is fometimes {fent with this moft
melancholy mefiage, ¢¢ Hear ye indeed, but under-
ftand not ; and fee ye indeed, but perceive not.”
But this defperatc mefiage no {piritual watchmen
may directly apply to any, unlels divinely infpir-
ed, and commuifioned in an extraordinary manner.
Our general encouragement to warn and reprove
is this : ¢ If any do err from the truth, and one

Ccon-
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convert him ; let him know that he who convert-
eth the finner from the error of his way, thall fav
a foul from death, and fhall hide a multitude of
fins.” Great finners may be reclaimed. With
God all things are poflible.

SoME finners, if faved at all, are plucked as «
brand out of the fire. And this, I am compelled
to tell you, is the utmoft we can hope concerning
you. Had not the levity of your mind, during
the firft part of your imprifonment, prevented, I
fhould have chofen another text for the prefent
melancholy occafion. Since your confinement
you have by no means given the beft evidence of
true contrition. Your circumftances have called
upon you, and Chrift’s minifters have called upon
you, to repent in duft and afhes—to efcape for
your life, to flee for refuge to Jefus Chrift, who
faveth from fin, and from the wrath to come.,
How many and fervent prayers have been offered
for you in public and private? We have tried to
perfuade ourfelves that you were a prifoner of bope,
and have moft affeCtiondtely warned and intreated
you to turn to the flrong hold. "And did I not
think it at leaft poffible, that there may yet be
mercy in ftore for you, I fhould hardly have com-
plied with your requeft to preach to you this day.
Unto you, therefore, I once more call.  You are
ready to be offered a vitim to public juftice.
Wherefore, in the language of the holy Ghoft,
“To pAvY, if you will hear his voice, harden not
not your heart.” ' baedd '

Ir the hiftory of your life, taken from your owh
mouth, and this day publithed, may be credited,

you

1
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you have been almoft in all evil for fixteen years
»aft ; that 15, ever fince you were {eventeen years
ld, and left your mafter’s family. You have per-
fonally, and in company with others, been guiity
of high-way roblery in about twenty inftances ;
of burglary once at leaft ; of theft repeatedly ; and
- for rape you are now to beexecuted. From rob-
bery you have proceeded to gaming, riot and de-

Jauch, and from thefe to robbery. How many
- have you feduced ? How many have you ruined
in their character and eftate ? From early youth to
thirty three years you have lived in {loth, diffipati-
on, lewdnefs and violence.  You have gone toand
fro in the earth, as Satan your mafter, {eeking
whom you might devour.  You have {pent your
days in contempt of every duty to God and your
fellow-men, and gloried in your fhame. You
have merited the punifhment you are now to fuf-
fer more than twenty times. I fay this on the fup-
pofition that you are fuch a perfon as you have now
told the world. If your hiftory is falfe, your de-
pravity is equally manifeft. For then, as you go
out of the world, you mock at the moft prefump-
tuous fins.  You boaft of pretended valor as a vil-
lain, in the moment of death.  Yea, you die with
an act of the deepeft injuftice to numbers of your
fellow-men, whom you now accuie of a confede-
racy with you, for a number of years, in capital
crimes. You ftill perfift to affirm, that the hif-
tory you have given of your life is true in every
particular. You can reap no advantage from de-
ceiving the world in which you are no longer to

live. I fhall therefore {fuppofe that you bhave faid
. ' | the
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the truth.  Your paft unprincipled and fthameles:
character, and this only, can explain that apparel

indifferénce to your ftate, duringa.great part o

your imprifonment, which hath_ aftonifhed us.

Should you with to leave behind you a charaer
for fkill and bravery as a thief or robber, a riote-
in thcfpoﬂs of your tellow-men—Should you now
think of thus outbraving the wrath of the mof
161, the laftaét of your life would be yet morc
prefumptuous than any or all your great tranfsre/-
Jions. 'God forbid that you fhould harbour a
thought of thus filling up the fum of your wick-

ednefs—that you thould thus with madnefs in your
heart go down to the dead.” Your name, crimes
and punithment will be remembred, we hope,
that others may hear and fear, and commit no fuch

_ cvxl ‘Fhough young in years, you are old in fin.
- WEeRE a pardon from man this day offered,

how would it affect you, while your heart is trem-
bling for fear of the tragical death before you s
But it is unfafe for. the world that you thould live.

You have lived a nuifance on earth. You muil
therefore be executed.  There is no reprieve for
you. = Yeta pardon from God is even now offer

ed you, if'you repent ; otherwife you muft perifh
in a more deplorable fenfe than is implied in the
ftrange punithment which awaits you. If def-
truction from man be a terror, deftruCtion from
God is much more. There is a world to come.

There is an omnifcient, holy and righteous judge.
The great Redeemer will be revealed from heav-
en in flaming fire.  Then fuch as have trampled

him' under foot, fhall be punifhed W1th everlaft-
Ing
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'ng deftruction from his prefence. - In that day
iach will be the lively horror of hardned, but then
20 late awakened finners, that they will cry to

he rocks and mountains to fall on them, and co-

er them from the face of the Lamb, whofe wrath

hey have inflamed. Is it not now high time for

rou to ““-confider this, left he tear you in pieces,
nd there be none to deliver ? The ungodly fhall
1ot ftand in judgment, nor finners in the congre-
gation of the righteous.” = Of what vaft moment
then is it, that you ‘¢ acquaint yourfelf Now with
him, and be at peace ?” How have you improv-
ed the {pace fince you were tried and condemned
at man’s bar, in preparing -to ftand before the bar
of the great judge of the world ? I fear you can-
not give a good anfwer to this queftion. A few
moments are yet left you.. Who can tell but God
may bave mercy ¢ 'There 1s plentecus redempti-
on with-him. - Fall down before him in the deep-
eft contrition of foul. Own the juftice of your
fentence. - In the depths of diftrefs cry to him,
¢« Lord, fave me ; I perifh.” ~Let free and fove-
reign grace in the Mediator be your plea. I be-
feech you, be reconciled to God. I befeech you
as an ambaflador of Chrift, and in his ftead, who
made peace by the blood of his crofs ; in whom
all fulnefs dwells ; who hath the words of eternal
life ; who hath the keys of hell and of death ; who
will come in glory, and call you and all mankind
to account ; who will pronounce the final fen-
tenee, ‘¢ Come ye blefled,” or, < Depart ye cur{-
ed.”—In his ftead I beleech you, for the laft time,
Be rrconciLED TO Gob. _. .
D - My
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My hearers, we have beforé us one, whofe
boaft it has been, that he was pre-eminent.in th-
{kill and valour of an highway-man; who feem
to have accounted this an honorable acquifition
and hath blended with 1it, as the. naturg confe-
quence, various ather, and equallyatrocious crimes
The laft, for which he is to {uffer death, befide:
its enormity in its own nature, wag attended with
- circumftances which thewed that he had caft off
all thame, and even all fear of deteGion ; that he
feared not the eye of the world any more than
that of God. 908 IS RAS .

HE began his career of wickednefs at or befor..
Jfeventeen. This is the moft critical and danger-
ous ftage of life. From this circumitance, anc
this example, I may therefore very pertinently tak :
occafion to caution our yeuzng people againit tk
follies and temptations to which their inexper; -
ence and impetuofity expofe them. . See in thi;
inftance of what moment it 1s to form early habits
of virtue—to hear counfel, and turn at reproof—
to thun the paths of vice. - Happy the youth who
“ walketh notin the counfel of the ungodly, nor
ftandeth in the way of {inners, nor fitteth in the
feat of the fcornful.” . Small fins lead to great
ones. ~ The beginning of a vicious courfe; ‘as that
of firife, s like tbe letting out water. ~Wherefore
‘¢ abitain from all appearance of evil.” Refift the
firft folicitation, as he, <“How can I do this great
evil, and fin againft God ! Whenever tempted,
allow time for this refleCtion, * Thou, Lord, feeft
me.” ¢ Can the ethiopian change his fkin, or
the leopard his {pots ? then may thofe -Who,lgave
e een
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been accuftomed to do evil, learn to do well.”
How melancholy 2 comment on thefe words doth
the prefent occafion afford ¥ When {inners have
affumed the boldnefs to lcap over the boundaries
of laws human and divine, they gradually lofe all
tendernefs of confcience, and proceed from evil to
evil.  'What is particularly faid of theiffue of un-
lawful pleafure, may be applied to any other vicious
courfe : It is “the way to hell, going down to the
chambers of death.” We therefore befeech thofe
whoare yet young, by the forrowful example they
here behold, that they forfake not * the guide of
their youth ; that they be not wife in their own
eyes : Fear the Lord, and depart fiom evil.” . The
choice they make, the courfe they enter upon in
carly youth, is of unfpeakable importance, both
with refpect to this world and another. Would
t0 God that the prefent warning may not be an un-
profitable one ! that they may fee the neceflity and
advantage of fubmitting to falutary reftraint, and
truft the wifdom of their fuperiors, inftead of do-
ing what feemeth right in their own eyes. - ‘When
the {corner 1s punifhed, the fimple is made wife.

FurTHER, have any by falfe accufation, or fe-
cret fraud, or extortion, or otherwife, deeply in-
jured their fellow-men ? They willdo well to afk,
whether, in the view of the heart-fearching God,
they may not be as verily guilty concerning their
brother, as thofe who have injured him more
grofily, and are fubjeéted to ignominious punifh-
ment from civil government ! Do the checks of
confcience, or force of human laws, or a fenfe of
public fhame, reftrain men from fuch enormities

ad
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a5 the prifoner hath been addifted to ? And fthould not
the all-feeing.eye of God reftrain from all injuftice to
men? _yea, from all fin eicher againft God, or man, or
ourfelves ? Should it not influence to keep the heart
with all diligence ? Do men take pains to fave appear-
ances ¢ How much greater reafon have they to ap-
prove themfelves to him who fearcheth the rems and
hearts; and sl give to' every man according to his
works ? o to o .
-~ May all who indulge vicious paffions be warned
by the event of this day. . May the confequences of
1dlenefs, gaming and diffipation, of luft and an ungo-
verned fpirit, falfhood and greedinefs of gain, the tem-
poral and éternal confequences, be well confidered.
Thele things impel men 1nto courfes deftructive of
their peace, and of their fouls. From {mall beginnings
they increafe to more ungodlinefs. Tho’ tunid at firft,
they foon become capable of bold exploits, and prove
veterans 1n vice. But few who enter thefe paths; re-
turn again.  The few who do, find 1t extremely diffi-
cult to tread back the wrong fteps they have taken.
The gains of vice are hard, perilous and momentary.
The triumph of its votariesis fhort.  They travel with
pain all their days. They know not the way of peace,
becaufe they fear not God. ‘Their own couniel caft-
eth themdown.  “The heaven fhall reveal their ini-
quity, and the earth fhall rife up againft them. They
fhall be driven from light into darknefs, and chafed
out of the world. The Lord’s throne i1s in heaven. His
eyes behold the children of men. He trieth the righte-
ous; but the wicked and him that loveth violence his
foul hateth. ~ Upon the wicked he fhall rain {nares, fire
and brimftone, and an horrible tempeft: This fhall be
the portion of their cup.” But the fear of the Lord is
a fountain of life, to depart from the [nares of death.
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