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Lord George - Sackuville.

The Court confified of the following Members.

Lieutenant General Sir Charles Howard, K. B. Prefident.

Lieut, Gen. Jobn Campbell | Licut. Gen. E. of Albemarle
s Loord Delawar Francis Leighton

e F. Cholmondeley Lord Robert Manners
Fames Stuart Major Gen. Edward Carr
- E. of Panmure E. ot Effingbam
E. of Ancram Lord Robert Bertie

- B3 of Harrington — Tulius Czfar
——— Fames Abercromby

Charles Gould, Deputy Judge- Advocate.

H E charge againft his lordfhip was, ¢ That
‘“ he being a Lieut. Gen. in his Majefty’s army
“ in Germany, under the command of Prince Ferdi-
% pmand of Brunfwick, and being by his inftructions
¢ (which were read in court) dire€ted to obey the
¢« orders of the faid Prince Ferdinand, did notwith-
“ ftanding on Auguft 1, 1759, dilobey the orders
¢ that were fent him by his Serene Highnels.”
The judge advocate in a fhort {peech explained the
nature of the charge, and obferved, that by his lord-
(hip’s not advancing with the cavalry, agreeably fo
repeated orders, {ent him by three aid de camps, a fig-
nal opportunity was loft of ruining entirely the French
atmy, and the cavalry were thereby prevented from
gathering the laurels which the infantry had prepared.
\ K 2 In
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In fupport of the charge, Lieut. Col. Hotham, ad-
jutant general, proved that two nights before the bat-
tle, orders were iffued for all the generals to make
themf{elves acquainted with the roads and pafles lead-
ing from the camp,—[The ufe of which evidence,
was to fhew that any ignorance of thofe roads or pafies
muft be owing to neglett, and would (if pleaded) be
deemed a difobedience. ]

Major Stubbs, major of brigade, depofed, that the
cavalry being mounted about four in the morning,
agreeably to orders from the prince, after waiting half
an hour and not feeing lord George Sackville, he, know-
ing the village where he was quartered, galioped down
to it and found his lordfhip in the yard, between the
houfe and ftables. He told him the reafon of his
coming, to which his lordfhip anfwered, he had but
juft heard of it from general Sporcken. Immediately
his horfe was brought, and they galloped off together 3
and as foon as they joined the cavalry lord George bid
them march. .

Lieut. Col. Fobnflon, of the blues, depofed much to
the fame effeCt in regard to the time that lord George
joined them. |

Capt. Winchenroae, prince Ferdinand’s Heffian ad
de camp, depofed, that he was fent early in the morn-
ing with orders from the prince to lord George Sack-
wille, to march to the left with the cavalry, in order
to {uftain the infantry. At the head of the fecond
line he f{aw lord Granby, of whom he enquired where
lord George was, faying that he was going with orders
to bim. His lord(hip anfwered, at the head of the
firft line, where accordingly the deponent found him.
He delivered to him the prince’s orders in French, and
afterwards repeated them in French; upon which his
lordfhip faid, he did not underftand them, and afked
him twice how it was to be done. The deponent
then told him in Englifb, that he was to march to the
left through a little wood (to which he pointed) after
which he would come on a heath, where he wfas to

orm,
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form, and from thence he might {ee our nfantry.
After this the deponent left him.

Being afked, at the defire of lord George, whether
it did not feem by our difpofitions that the enemy’s
cavalry were expe¢ted to have been on their flanks,
and their infantry in their centre ? He replied, that he
knew nothing of that, nor could pretend to form a
judgment either of their difpofitions or ours ; all he
knew was, that he was fent with orders to his lordfhip.

Lieut. Col. Ligonier depofed, that he carried orders
from the prince to lord George, to march to the left
with the cavalry in order to fuftain the infantry, and
to form a third line behind them on the plan. He
- delivered them accordingly to his lordfhip, and told
him that he was to march to the left thro’ the wood.
Lord George afked him, who was to be their guide ?
and if he would undertake to lead the line? He an-
fwered, that he couid not promife, but would endea-
vour to do his beft. His lordfhip then ordered {words
to be drawn, and bid them march and {oon after
came up Col. Fitzroy, with orders from the prince to
march up immediately with the Brizi/b cavalry. On
which lord George turming to the deponent, faid, iz,
your orders difagree. He replied, <nly in numbers, my
lord, but their deftination is the fame ; that 15, to the left.
Soon after his lordlhip and Col. Fitzroy rode away
together.

Being afked, at lord George’s defire, if he did not
infift on his orders being obeyed ? He an{wered,
yes, peremptorily.

Being farther afked, if he did not infift on their
being obeyed even after Col. Fizzroy’s arrival ¢ He
anfwered, no,—never. That he did indeed think at
firft, that as Col. Firzroy came {o foon after him, he
might have brought the fame orders, but he never
pretended to fay they were fo. Being afked by lord
George, if he and Col. Firzroy did not difpute about
their orders in his prefence, each of them afirming

that he was in the nght ! He faid, he remembered
| no
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no fuch thing. Being afked, if he and Col. Firzrey
received their orders from the prince at the fame
time? He an{wered, no,—he, (the deponent) came
firft. Being afked, by lord George, if he had not faid,
when he was laft in England, that he had miftaken,
or changed the orders? He anfwered, no,—he had
never faid any fuch thing.

Lieut. Col. Fitzroy depofed, that the reafon of his
being {ent to lord George was, that the duke of Richmond
had been reconnoitering, and having obferved to the
prince that the enemy’s cavalry were in diforder; he
faid, wvoici le beauw moment pour le cavalerje, and bid
the deponent go with orders to lord George Sackville;
to march up as faft as poflible with the Briifb cavalry.
He delivered them accordingly, when his lordfthip
bid him repeat them, and {peak flow and diftin¢tly.
He did fo, when his lordfhip told him that his
orders difagreed with thofe juft brought him by Col.
Ligonter, and added, that the prince could never in-
tend o break the line. He infifted on his having been
exatt in delivering the orders juft as he received them.
On which lord George {faid, that he would go to the
prince himfelf, and away they went together. Being
afked what pace? anfwered, a half gallop; but that
{oon after they fet out, lord George ftopping to {peak to
captain Swith, s aid de camp, the deponent then
pufhed on a full gallop, and got to the prince time
enouzh to make his report before his lordfhip came

ap. When he told his highnefs that lord George was
coming himfelf, he exprefled his furprize ftrongly,
not by words, but actions. What pafled between
the prince and lord George he did not hear. Being
afked, if he carried afterwards an order to lord Grandy 2
He anfwered, yes,—and the occafion of it was this.
He was with the prince at captain Phiips’s battery,
when his highrefs {ecing the enemy’s cavalry in great
diforder, f{aid, that he thought that our cavalry might,
even then, be of fervice. On which the deponent

afked, if he fhould go and fetch them? His highnefs
| replied,
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teplied, yes, make baftey; and deliver the erder 1o lord
Granby, for I know be will obey me. He went accord-
ingly, and delivered the order (as directed) to lord
Granby, whofe wing, he obferved, was farther ad-
vanced than the other, which his lordthip alfo men-
tioned to him. He afked the deponent, why he did
not deliver his orders to lord George Sackuille 2 He re-
plied, that as lord George had difobeyed a, former or-
der which he carried, he now had the prince’s direc-
tion to deliver this order to him (lord Granby). Upon
which his lordfhip immediately put the {econd line n
motion. Being afked, by lord George, whether he
had ever reconnoitred the wood, and whether it was
clofe or open ? He replied, that he looked at it
as he pafled through, and the part through which he
went was very open; and, as to the breadth, two
{quadrons might march:in front. Being afked, whe-
ther if our infantry had been broke by the enemy,
the confequence would not have been very fatal ? He
replied, undoubtedly, as the altion was. on a plain,
and there were no cavalry to cover them while they
rallied. | -

Lieut. Col. Sloper, (of Bland’s dragoons) depofed,
that on Auguft 1, about four in the morning, capt.
Pentz came to his tent, with orders from the prince
for the men to mount; he added, in order for action.
The deponent himfelf went round the regiment, and
found the men lying down in their tents, booted, and
- the horfes faddled, as they had been ever fince one
o'clock, by an order iffued the night before. In abput
half an hour after they were drawn out, lord George
Sackville came to the head of Bland’s, where the de-
ponent was, and bid them march. They had not
gone far before captain #inchenrode, prince Ferdinand's
aid de camp, came up and told his lordthip in French,
that 1t was the prince’s orders that he thould march to
the left, and fufltain the infantry on the plain. He re-

peated it in French. Lord George replied, mais com-
menty mais comment £ T'he captain then faid in Znglifh,
TS waving
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waving his hand, that he was to march through thofe
trees, (that was his expreflion) on the left, and then he
would come on a heath, where he would {ee our infan-
try, and the enemy. Winchenrode then went away, and
lord George faying he did not underftand the orders,
the deponent faid that it was clear to him, that this
~'was to be done by the left of the right wing of the
cavalry. For about a quarter of an hour after this he
did not fee his lordthip, and they ftill remained where
they were 3 till at laft lord George came up, and faid
to him, colonel, move your wvegiment. He replied, 2o
the left, my lord ? His lordthip anfwered, mo, firaight
forward. Soon after Col. Ligonier came to lord George,
with orders from the prince to march immediately
with the cavalry to fuftain the infantry on the plain.
(The deponent then defired to know if he muft in-
form the court what he faid to Col. Ligonier, and
being told, if it related to lord George he muit, he
then proceeded). The deponent then faid to Col.
Ligonier, for God's fake, Sir, repeat your orders that
that man (meaning lord George Sackville) may not pre-
tend be does not underfland them, for it is now near balf
-an hour fince we received orders to march, and yet we are
il bere. [He was forry (he faid) that his oath ob-
liged him to mention what he alfo added] For you fee,
Siry the condition be 1s in,  Col. Fitzroy then came up,
but what he faid to lord George he did not hear, only
his lordthip, then turning to Col. Ligonier, faid, Sir,
your orders qre contradifiory, He replied, #n numbers
only, not in deftinasion. Soon after his lord(hip and
colonel Fitzroy rode away together, and in about a
quarter of an hour more the cavalry moved.” -

Being defired to explain what he meant by thofe
words, you fee, Sir, the condition be is tn 2~ He re-
plied, that his lordfhip feemed to him to 'be greatly
alarmed. That when he gave him the orders to march
the regiment, he was in the utmoft confulion, as
appeared by his ordering them to march ftrait for-

ward, when the original orders were to go to the
| left
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left ; colonel Ligonier’s orders were to go to the left ;
and when the cavalry did move, it moved to the
left.

 Being afked, what time there was between capt.
Winchenrode's orders, and their arrival on the heath?
He replied, about three quarters of an hour.

Being afked, if the cavalry had moved immediately
on the firft orders, whether he thinks they could have
come up time enough to have f{uftained the infantry,
or to have charged the enemy ¢ He replied, that from
the length of ume between captain Winchenrode's ar-
rival and their moving, from the {low motions they
made wiien they did move, and from the nature
of the ground, he was certain that they could.

Being aflzed, what ground it was ? He replied, that
the heath was as fine as could be wifhed for cavalry
to aét on, having no high furze, like our heaths in
England, but being as {mooth as a down, That
when they did arrive upon ity he faw without obftruc-
tion at a diftance before them the glittering of the hats
and arms of our infantry, who were then advancing
brifkly forward. Being afked, by lord George, to
whom and at what time he firft mentioned his not
obeying captain Winchenrode's orders ? He repled,
foon after the battle, and to manv perfons ; to {o ma-
ny that he could not recolle& to whom he mentionet
it firft ; but it made fuch an impreflion upon him, that
he was morally fure that he always made ufe of the
fame expreflions that he had given in evidence.

Prince Ferdinand’s Pruffian aid de camp depofed,
that on lord George’s not bringing up the cavalry on
~colonel Fitzroy’s order, the prince being very impati.
ent, direGted him to go and haften lord George.—T hat
in his way colonel Firzroy pafled him at a diftance, and
foon after he faw his lordfhip coming himfelf. On
which he haftened back, to inform his highnefs that
lord George was coming to take his orders from his
own mouth, rather than from lhim ; but that before

B he
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he could {peak, the prince cried out, what will be not
obey me ¢

Lieut. col. Pitt (of Mordaunt’s dragoons) depofed,
that he knew of no impediment to the cavalry’s ad-
vancing fooner, and being afked by lord George if they
did not meet with fome obftructions when they ar-
rived on the field of battle, from the killed and wound-
ed, anfwered, that they avoided as much as poffible
treading on the wounded, but they met with no ob-
ftructions from: the killed.

The marquis of Granly depofed to the fame effect
as capt. Wincbenrode in regard to his feeing him both
in going and coming from lord George Sackville,—the
laft of which times he told the deponent, that lord
George did not uncerftand his orders ; the deponent
anfwered, that he had put his brigade, as he promif-
ed him he would, 1n motion. That afterwards, {ee-
ing lord George, he exculed himielf to him for having
done 1t without waiting for his' order. That they
marched in about twenty or twenty-five minutes after
captain Winchenrode’s arrival.—T hat capt. W inchenrode
led a Hanoverian regiment, and he himfelf led the
~ Greys through the wood. That after they had got
through the wood he faw our infantry at a diftance.
After this they were halted again, and foon after col.
Fitzroy came up to him with orders to march as
faft as pofiible with the cavalry. That the deponent
afked him, why he did not deliver his order to lord
George Sackville 2 to which he replied, that lord
(Gearge not having oblerved a former order, the prince
had directed him to deliver this to him (lord Granty.)
T hat upon this he immediately put his brigade in mo-
tion, and trotted on himfelf at the head of it,—but
he had not gone above 3 or 400 yards, when turning
round he faw them halted —Galloping back, he afk-
ed, by whofe order ? and was anfwered that it came
from the right, from lord George Sackville. Upon
which he bid them march again, and obey no orders
but his, or gen. Elljo’s in confequence of his, That

| thefe
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thiefe two halts were all that he remembers, though
they had feveral meflages to march flower ; and that
when they arnved at the field of battle, our infantry
were advancing very brifkly at a diftance,

Being afked, whether he thinks that if they had
marched immediately on capt. Zinchenrode’s order,
they could have come up, in proper order, time enougli
to have charged, or purfued the enemy ? He anfwer-
ed, that had they not been halted, they certainly
might ; he would hot fay in fo exact a line as 1n the
parade, but in a proper line enough to have en-
gaged the enemy. Being afked, if he thinks
they could have been up time enough if they had
marched imrediately on col. Firzroy’s arrival, at the
pace he was going ? He replied, that he could not
ahfwer that, as he did not know how near the enemy
then was to Minden, Being afked, what he faid to
col. Fitzroy on his bringing bim the prince’s orders?
He an{wered, that, as he was vexed, he believes
(though he does not juft now remember the exact
words) that he found fault with lord George’s ma-
nceuvres, thinking time was loft thefeby.

Being afked, by lord George, if any plan or difpo-
fition for the battle was communicated by the prince
to his lordfhip, or the other generals, the day before ?
He anfwered,—no, not to him,—nor. to any other
general as he knew of. Being farther afked, if this
was not the prince’s tifiial method at the eve of a bat-
tle, and whether he was not thought to excel in it ?
—He anfwered, that before the battie of Bergen he
communicated his difpofitions to him, and th__e other
licut. " generals, with oreat calmnefs and precifion,—
That he had heard too that he had done {o at other
times, but *could only (peak of this from his own
kKnowledge, Being afked, if the infantry were formed
when they moved to the attack ?—He anfwered, as
he was not there he could not tell. Being afked;
if when hée put the cavalry in motion by col. Fizroy's
orders, he knew that lord George had been with the
prince # He replied, that he did not. Being fhevgn

B 2 oy
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by lord George, a letter which col. Hotham, at his re-
queft, wrote to the prince the day after the battle,
and afked if he remembered feeing fuch a letter, and
if that was the {ame ? He anfwered, that he was indeed
fhewn by his lordfhip the rough draught of fuch a
letter, but could not remember whether this was the
fame, though one paragraph (which he mentioned)
he was fure was not in it, That what he faid to lord
George then, was to the fame effe€t with what he had
now given in evidence, and that he always faid he
could {peak to facts only. That as to lord George’s
brigade being as far advanced as bis, when they ar-
rived in the rear of the infantry, (as mentioned in the
letter) he could not affirm that, as he never minded
it, .and was only attentive to his own. Being afked,
if he knew what infantry were pofted in the front of
the cavalry before they moved ? Anfwered, that he
did not know then, but has fince been told that it was
an Hanoverian brigade.

Lieut. #ogan, (of Howards dragoons) depofed
nothing material, and leut. #4lfbh, adjutant of the
blues, depofed, that after pafling the wood, he was
{fent by col. Fobnfton to lord George, to know if the
blues might move, as the left bnigade was going on.
—His lordfhip faid, no,—they muft ftay where they
were, and bid him ftop the left brigade.

The judge advocate here refted the charge, and
cen. Webb, the duke of Richmond, and fome other
witnefles, who had been fummoned, were not called
in, f

AR BN OB,

Lord George Sackville, after enlarging 1 an elegant
{peech on the nature of the evidence that had been
brought againft him, and what he fhould produce n
his own defence, proceeded to call his witneffes in the
following order.

Lieut. col. Hotham depofed, that the orders which
he received on fuly 29, for the generals to reconnoitre
the overtures leading from the camp to the plains of

Minden,
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Minden, and on the 31ft, for the horles to be f{addled,
§5¢. at one the next morning, were communicated to,
and obeyed, by his lordfhip.—And that fuch orders
as the laft had been frequently iflued during the fort-
night before.—Being afked, (as were all the following
witnelles) if he perceived any difference in lord George’s
looks or behaviour that day, from what was ufual?
He anfwered, (as did the reft) none in the leait.

Lieut. Bifer, afliftant quarter-mafter general, de-
pofed, that as {oon as lord Gesrge came to the head of
the line, which was between five aud {ix, he bid them
march.—T'hat he was the firft general officer who ar-
rived there, and that by orders from the prince, the
cavalry was firft formed into {quadrons, and then in-
to line. -

Capt. Sutberland (of the Welck tuzileers) depoled,
that in obedience to the orders of Fuly 29, lord George
{ent lieut, col. Watfon, and capt. Smith, to reconnoitre
the overtures ; that his lordfhip haftened to the head
of the line as {foon as he heard from gen. Sporcken that
they were drawn out, even without an aid de camp,
and before any other general ; — that the original de-
ftination of the cavalry was to a wind-mill in their
front, whither a guide was appointed to conduct them,
beyond which the country was open, and which was
the ncareft way to approach the enemy. Being afk-
ed, if the wood was reconnoitred during their march ?
He anfwered, not as he knew. |

- Capt. Smith, lord George’s aid de camp, depofed,
that he and col. atfon reconnoitred the overtures, by
his lordfhip’s orders, on the 30th, and that lord
George himfelf went as far as he could, confiftently witiy
his picquet duty, being lieutenant general of the day.
That by orders from the prince, the cavalry was
fir{t formed into {quadrons, and then into line, "That
while they were forming he was on a rifing ground,
from whence he obferved, that by the time four or
five {quadrons were formed, lord George marched them,
which occafioned diforder in the rear, they not being

able
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able to keep up, which he went and informied his
lordfhip of, who upon that made them halt,~—and he
(the deponent) returned to his poft.—That {oon after
they moved again, when a Hanoverian officer, whom
he knew, came up to him, and faid that they march-
ed fo faft in front that they could not keep up, and
that their horfes would be blown, &c. which the de-
ponent went again and told lord George of, who then
faid, that he would halt no more, but that he would
march {low, and that then the rear, when it was form-
ed, might foon overtake him, but defired them not
to hurry. That the place where they were forming
the line, he obferved, was not wide enough, but rid-
g forward, he obferved that there was room enough
a little farther, which he mentioned to his lordfhip,
who then ordered them to move ony and the line was
foon well formed. And that, as to any alteration
in his lordfhip’s looks or behaviour that day, he was

{fure there was none; but that he would have gone to
death if it had been needful. |

Capt. Lloyd, another of lord George’s aid de camps,
depofed much to the fame effect as to their marching
m the morning, and forming into fquadrons and line,
(e, 8wt '
Licut. col. Preflon, (of the Greys) depofed nothing

material, and
Capt. Williams, of the artillery, depofed, that the
train marched from the camp between five and {ix 1n
the morning, and had received no particular orders,
on which account he was fent by capt. Pbhilips, the
commanding officer, to lord George Sackville, to afkk
for orders. His lordfhip (whom he found at the head
of the firft line of cavalry) feemed furprized at their
having had none, but told him that he would foon
find employment for them in front, and bid him haften
capt. Philips up. After reconnoitring the ground, he
returned to the train, and they {oon after pafled through
the two lines of cavalry, and after going about 100
yards farther, they turned to the left and went through
a wood,
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a wood, a little beyond which they * unlimbered,
loaded their guns, and fired on the enemy’s cavalry,
who were then advancing to attack our infantry. That
the wood confifted of tall thick trees, and that but one
carriage went abreaft. ‘T'hat the beft furvey he had
(een of it (which he produced in court) was fent him
by the count la Lippe Buckebourg. That after firing
a few fhot on the enemy’s cavalry, they direGed their
fire on a French battery that played upon them, and
which they {ilenced 1n about ten minutes. That then
they, fired both on the cavalry and infantry, and as
they, (the enemy) retreated, which was about twen-
ty minutes after eight, they advanced with their can-
non (which confifted of ten medium twelve pounders)
as far as the edge of the morafs, where they halted,
as he thinks, by the prince’s order. Being afked,
which was the neareft way for the cavalry to have
joined the enemy, by the wood on their left, or the
wind-mill in their front ?  He replied, as the enemy
were obliged to retreat by Minden, he thinks by the
wind-mill was much the neareft way. Being afked,

how far it was from the place where they pafled
through the cavalry to the wood ? He an{wered, 4

or 500 yards,—and from their battery to the enemy
about Qoo or 1000.

Capt. M‘Bean, of the train, depofed to the fame
effect as to therr marching without any particular or-
ders, and pafling through the intervals of the cavalry,
the wood, &c. As allo in regard to their firing on
the enemy’s cavalry and battery ; after which they
played on two bodies of infantry, which he has fince
heard were Saxons, and which foon broke. That
they then advanced, and continued occafionally to
play on the rear of the enemy, till they were fired up-
on from the ramparts of Minden. That they were
fuftamed by no troops, a regiment which was appoint-
ed for that fervice being otherwife employed,—which

* That is, took of the fore wheels of the carriages.
occafioned
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occalioned him to apply to a Hausverian general,
- whole brigade was near, to march up and fuftain them ;
but was anfwered, that the prince had ardered him
to remain there, and not expofe his brigade to the can-
non of Minden, of which he alfo defired capt. Philips
to be cautious. That early the next morning, going
towards Minden, he met a French officer with a trum-
pet coming out of the town, who inferined him that
he was aid de camp to the quarter-mafter general of
the French army, which he farther told him was on
their ground (according to their orders) by midnight,
and that mar(hal Cowmtades appointed him to conduct
the duke of Broglio. Being afked the diftance from
their battery to the enemy ? Anf{wered, 800 or 1000

yards.
Lieut. col. Hotham being called again, depofed,

that he was with lord George when capt. Winchenrode
arrived ; that he came on a gallop, and delivered an
order in French, which his lordfhip made him repeat,
and which was, that the cavalry were to form a line, as
a third line, bebind the infantry, and advance. That
by advancing, he underftood marching forward. That
he never heard him explam the order, nor does he
remember his raentioning, or pointing to the wood.

Neither does he remember lord George’s {peaking to
col. Sloper, or col. Sloper to him ; but he allowed he

might, and he not obferve it. And that col. Ligonier
arrived between five and ten minutes after capt. #in-
chenrode went away.

Capt. Hugo, lord George’s German ad de camp, de-
pofed exatly the fame in regard to capt, Winchenrode's
arrival, the orders he brought, and the time between
his going and col. Ligonier’s coming. He added, that
there was at that time the Saxe Gotha regiment in the
front of the cavalry, a little to the left, and that he

was fent by his lordthip to the commanding officer,
to defire him to clear their f{ront, that the cavalry

might advance ; and that immed:ately on his return

col. Ligonier arrived. That he did not fee lord George
{peak
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{peak to col. Shoper, or col. Sloper to him, though he
might, and he not obferve it. Being afked, if hé
knew any impediment to the cavalry advancing to capt.
Winchenrode’s order? Anfwered, none except the
Saxe Gotha regiment, and tliat was foon removed.
Lieut. Bifft depofed to the fame effet in regard to
capt. Winchenrode’s arrival, and the orders He brought,
and [aid, that he imagined the time between his go-
ing, and col. Ligomer’s coming, was {even or eiglit
iminutes. | T -
 Capt. Brome, (of the artillery) depofed, that foor
after the cavalry was formed by the prince’s order, hé
was fent by lord George to reconnoitre in their front,
and that foon after his return, capt. Winchenrodé ar-
- tived with orders for the cavalry to form a third line
to {upport the infantry, and advance. |
- Capt. Smith (being called again) depofed, that he
was not préfent at capt. Winchenrode's ariival, being
then on the right of Bland’s, loading his piftols, and
that lord George was clearing his front of the Saxe Go-
tha regiment when he {aw col. Ligonier arrive, and
fuppofed he delivered an order, as he faw lord Géorge
draw his {fword, and heard him fay, march,—that the
whole was prefently in rhotion, and that his lordfhip
was then on the night of the Zunijkillings. That up.
on this col. $/oper {aid to the deponent, are we going
to charge 2 He replied, that it leoked very like it.
Col. Slgper anlfwered, 1 have not yet thrown away my
picquet poles ; for God’s fake, go to lord George, and
defire him to ftop, and tell him that the line is not
ready. He went accordingly, and delivered the mef-
{fage.—Lord George replied, What do you mean, Sir ?
Who fays it is #ot ready ? He then told him what col.
Sloper had faid. His lordfhip anfwered, that he might
throw his picquet poles away as they marched on, for
that he would not halt now they were in motion, He
~went back and told col. Slper what lord George had
{aid, who upon that gave the word to his {quadron to

halt. He then repeated his meffage, and col. Sloper
R 7 faid,
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faid, Never fear,—1I fball do it [ooner.—1I will not flay
a minute. That, his being the right hand fquadron,
the deponent did not think it of much confequence,
and then left him. That as he was going back,
he faw col.' Fitzroy arrive, and heard lord George fay,
Ceale the drums, and halt the line. That foon after
this his lordfhip {aid, #Why, Sir, Mr. Ligonier bas juft
faid, the whole. ‘That many perfons then {poke to-
gether, and he diftinguifhed col. Ligonier’s voice, but
that col. Fitzroy was moft prefling, infomuch that
lord George feemed angry with him, and faid, Avree
among yourfelves who is wvight, I am ready to obey
either. Col. Fitzroy {fad, my lord, we bring the
fame orders, and lord George after that afked him,
how far the prince was off ? He anfwered, 7uf on the
other fide the wood, about two or three brigades. That
they then rode away together, and the deponent with
them. That n their way col. Fitzroy convinced him
that he was in the right, which he could not help
mentioning to lord George, who replied, that col.
Ligonier was full as ftrong. That on their coming
oeut of the wood, the ground being open, made an
impreflion, he believed, on his lordthip; who then
ordered him back for the Britifh.—That he went ac-
cordingly, and juft on the other fide met, to his great
furprize, (as he knew his orders were the lateft) the
fecond line turning into the wood,—That he rode up
to lord Grandy, and afked him, what brought him
there ¢ He anfwered, that he marched by capt. #in-
chenrode’s order. 'The deponent replied, that the or-
ders then muft be changed, as he was going to gen.
Noflyn tor the Britifl only, and defired him to advance |
with the Brutifh of his line, while he fetched the reft,
That gen. Moflyn, feeing him coming, advanced to
meet him, and on his delivering his orders, imme-
diately put the line into a trot. ‘That the deponent
conducted them through the wood, and on their
coming out on the plain he met lord George return-
ing from the prince. That the firft object he there

faw
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{aw was fome Hanoverian {quadrons, formed fo near
the wood on their right, that there was not room for
Bland's and the [nnifkilling to come into the line,.—
That lord George himfelf went to them to order them
to advance and incline to the left, and that the de-
ponent went to a Hanoverign battery on their nght,
to order them to advance with the line, That while
he was there he faw {everal hats thrown up in the air
at a diftance.—On which he pufhed forward towards
thofe people, but in his way faw {o many wounded
men and horfes, that, asthe cavalry was coming that
way, he rode back to lord George, whom he found at
the head of fome fquadrons, on a full trot, and told
him of it ; who, on that, gave orders to the Ine
to take care how they went over the wounded. “That
the deponent then went on to a body of infantry who
were advancing, and afked them where the enemy
was ? They pointed to fome duft and fmoke at a dii-
tance, and fhowed him Minden, and faid, there. "That
foon after he faw the picquets (as they proved) go-
ing down a flope before him, and, he thought,
prince Ferdinand with them.—On which he returned
to lord George, and told him that the affair was not
over, as he faw fome infantry advancing towards Mixz-
den. His lordfhip ordered him to go to the prince,
and tell him that the cavalry were halted in the rear
of the infantry, where they could be of no fervice,
and afk him if he had any orders for them ? He did
fo,—and his highnefs ordered him to bring them to
him, which he did.—That the cavalry were then
formed in two lines, one in the rear of the infantry,
and the other fronting the morafs, and that foon af-
ter they were difmounted, i
Being afked, (on his crofs examination) how long

it was after col. Ligonier, that col. Firzroy arrived ?
He replied, not above two minutes. And being afk-
ed the diftance between the right of the Iunifilling
and the right of Blana’s ? {aid, he could not afcertain
it, but it muft be above 60 yards, Being afked, if
C 2 any
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any fhot came near the Britifh cavalry ? He an{wered
yes.—And being farther afked, if he had ever falé
~ that lord George {eemed apprehenﬁve of thofe fhot,
and wifhed to be removed ? He faid, he had, and
the cafe was this. When the cava]ry advanced (as
before ment:oned) into wider ground, lord George fee-
ing fome fhot take place, obferved to him, that the
lme was within gun fhot, and (pointing forward) faid
he hoped they fhould oon advance, and not be kept
there, i that bole, as he called it. q he deponent
added, that this was not (in his opinion) a perfonal
apprehention, of his lordfhip, but grofe merely from
his thinking it a bad fituation for the cavalry,—and
that, had thc:y advanced, as he defired, they would
not only have been more expofed, but even within
light of the battery. Being afked, 1f prince Ferdi-
mﬂds orders were eyver carried into execution ? ‘He
aniwered, yes, by their forming behind the {fecond liné
of infantry, as before mentioned. Bemg afked, 1f

that fecond line was ever engaged ? He anfwered, no.
—Being farther afked, if he thought that prince Fr-
dinand’s early and repeated orders were obeyed by
their late forming behind that infaptry, and beyond
~ the field of battle ? He defired to be excufed anfwer-
ing that queftion, as being matter of opinion. '
"The Rev. Mr. Hotham, (chaplain to the ftaff) de-
poled, that he was with lord George when the gavalry

was formed in two Jmes, and defcribed their fituation ;

that, about five' minutes after, his lordthip feeing a
cannon ball ground near them, afked him, if he was

ftill there ? He anfwered, yes. Lord George replied,
you have no bufinefs here, take care of yourfelf, for
we fhall foon be in altion, {o fare you well. That he
then walked his horfe to the fecond line, where he
{poke to gen. Elliot ; that in about five minutes more
he faw a foreign officer 'come up, and fpeak to lord
Granby, who then talked with gen. Elliot, and the
line was foon put in motion, he fuppofed, by that
officer’s order. I haL he went - through the wood and
| came
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came out into two or three inclofures, which brought
him on the heath, where he faw a few yards\far-
ther a great many of the Bruyb nfantry killed and

wounded.—That the infantry were then at a great ™ -

diftance, and on that fpot he concluded the battle had
begun. That the cavalry could not by that time have
got through the wood,—nor did he fee lord George
again till after the victory had been declared.

- Capt. Sutherland, Lieut, Biffet, and capt. Llyd,
(being all called again) depofed to the fame effect as to
lord George’s being at the head of the Innifkilling when
he received the orders, to the fenfe in which they
underftood them, and to his going to the prince,
§9c.  During this examination, at the defire of the
conrt, the order given out by prince Ferdinand, the
day after the battle (and which contained the implied
cenfure on lord George’s condut) was produced and
read, which was as follows, |

Prince ¥erdinand’s orders the day afier the battle.

His ferene highnefs orders his greateft thanks to
be givento the whole army for their bravery and good
behaviour yefterday, particularly to the Britifh infan-
try, and the two battalions of Hanoverian guards; to
all the cavalry of the left wing, and to Gen. Wagen-
beim's corps, particularly the regiment of Holfiein,
the Heffian cavalry, the Hanoverian regiment du Corps
and Hamerflein’s ; the fame to all the brigades of hea-
vy artillery. His ferene highnefs declares publickly,
that next to God he attributes the glory of the day
to the intrepidity and extraordinary good behaviour of
thele troops, which he affures them he fhall retain the
ftrongeft fenfe of as long as he lives; and if ever
upon any occafion he fhall be able to ferve thofe brave
troops, or any of them in particular, it will give
him the utmoft pleafure. His ferene highnefs orders
his particular thanks to be likewife given to Gen.
Sporcken, the Duke of Hoiftein, Lieut.-Gen. Imboff

and
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and Urff. His ferene highnefs is extremely obliged
to the Count de Bukeburg, for his extraordinary care
and trouble in the management of the artillery, which
was ferved with great effect; likewife to the com-
manding officers of the feveral brigades of artillery,
wiz. Col, Bragome, Lieut. Col, Hurte, Major Hafle,
and the three FEnglifp captains, Phulips, Drummond
and Foy. His ferene highnefs thinks higplelf infinitely
obliged to major-generals Waldegrauve and King/ley,
for their great courage and good order, in whick they
conduced their brigades. His ferene highnels fur-
sher orders it to be declared to licut -gen. the marquis
of Granly, that he is perfuaded, that if he had had
the good fortune to have had him at the head of the
cavalry of the right wing, his prefence would have
greatly contributed to make the decifion of that day
more complete and more brilliant.  In {hort, his fe-

rene highnefs orders, that thole of his fuite whofe be-
haviour he moft admired be named, as the duke of
Richmond, Col. Fitzroy, Capt. Ligonier, Col. Watfon,
Capt, #ilfon, aid de camp to major-gen. Waldgrave,
adjutant-generals Erftoff, Bulow, Durendolle, the count
Tobe and Malerti; his ferene highnefs having much
reafon to be fatisfied with their condu¢t. And his
ferene highnefs defires and orders the generals of the
army, that upon all occafions when orders are brought

to them by his. aid de camps, that they be obeyed

punctually, and without delay.

Capt. Hugo, (being allo called again) depofed, that
on colonel Ligonier’s arrival, lord George bid the ca-
valry march; that {oon after, on colonel Fitzray's
arrival, he halted them, and faid, as he underftood
it, that their orders differed ; that his lordthip then
went, on a gallop, to the prince, and he accompa-
nied him 3 that a little on the other fide the wood
lord George fent capt. Smitl back with directions,
as he underftood to put colonel Fitzroy’s or-
ders in execution ;- that he obferved no marks of

h‘ difappro-
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difapprobation in his highnefs’s manner of receiving
his lordfhip ; that on their return the firft thing he
faw was the fecond line coming out of the wood;
that orders were then fent by lord George for the Ha-
noverians of the firft line, who were on the other {ide
of the wood, to advance and join them ; and that the
cavalry were afterwards halted in the rear of a body
of infantry.

Lieut. Col. Hotham (being called again) depofed to
the fame effeCt in regard to the orders delivered by
capt. Winchenrode and col. Ligonzer, but could fay
nothing of col. Fitzroy’s, not being prefent when he
arrived, and added, that to the beft of his remem-
brance, lord George was then on the right of the
dunifkilling, = - '

His lordfhip here refted his defence.

In fupport of the charge the marquis of Granby
(being called again) depoled, that a day or two after
the battle, lieut. col. Sloper told him, that the three
- aid de camps ({o often mentioned) had all brought
orders to lord George Sackuille to move to the left with
the cavalry, to form a thizd line to fuftain the infantry ;3
which orders his lord(hip had not obeyed ; and men-
tioned that he was perplexed or confufed, or words
to that effe€t. But that, whether col. Sloper faid this
before or after the prince’s orders for the fex de joie he
could not recollect. '

Lieut. col. Harvey, (of the Inmifkillings) depoled,
that on Auguf? 2, returning to camp with a detach-
ment, he met lieut, col. Sleper, to whom he lamented
the cavalry’s having had ne fhare in the glory of the
preceding day, and afked him, how it happened ?—
That col. Sloper replied, By the mifbehaviour of
lord George Sackville, for that capt. Winchenrode,
brought him orders to march to the left to fuftain the
infantry, which orders 'he never obeyed, but trifled
away the time. That he (col. Sloper) on his lordfhip’s
hefitation, mentioned to him, (as he faid) that the

orders
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orders could only mean moving to the left ; that he
(the deponent) could not be fure of the exatt words,
but that the fats were f{o ftrong that lie cGould not
forget them. And that col. Skper alfo mentioned per-
Jonal confufion. The deponent added, that this
converfation happened above an hour before the orde
for the feu de joie came to his regiment.

Lieut col. Ligonier (being called again) depofed,
as he had done before, that when he brought his or-
ders to lord George, he found him on the right of
Bland’s ; and that there ke not only faw but {poke to
lieut. col. Sloper, who leaned on his fhoulder, and faid
to him, Repeat your orders, that lord George may not
pretend be does not underfland them; for Winchenrode
brought the fame orders balf an bour ago, or words to
that effect ; and that col. Sloper allo {faid, 2ou fee the
condition be 15 in; by which the deponent underftood
that he meant that lord George was perplexed, or con-
fufed; and that col. Fizzroy brought his orders for the
Bruifb only, juft before this converfation happened.—
To grve bis lordfbip time to fum wp the evidence, thé court
then adjourned 1o Wednelday, April 2.




