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THE MURDER AT TODMORDEN
PARSONAGE.

s

MEMOIR OF MILE§ WEATHERILL.
Nothing in literature or art, in romance .m,igj.litg', e b

mofe” fearfuﬂlﬁsfmt(ﬁ of 'hﬂlpry of hate and revenge than the
outrage per petrated by Miles Weatherill, the w r of Todmorden

The history of this wretched man’s crime forms one of the darkeat pages ln
the criminal records.of our country.

Mies Weatherill, residing at' No. 4, Brook-street, T‘Dﬁmorden aged twenty-
three years, the son of a w1dnw on Monday evening, March ‘?nd committed
and attempted murder at the dwellmg house of the Rev. Anthony John Plow,
Vicar of Todmorden.

Tlere were adult persons in the house at the time—Mr. and Mrs. Plow,
Jane Swmith, Mary Hodgson, and Elizabeth Spink, (demestic servants), and a
monthly nurse, a.ttendmg upon Mrs. Plow after recent confirement. The night
was dark but not stormy. The. ﬁrhﬁulm of the crime will fully appear in
the evidence, before its close yi'b ‘tﬁm&w not be devoid of interest to our
readers to knaw some of the Antecedents of the accused person, and the cir-
cumstances which have canﬂibuted to excite him to the commission of the
awful deeds of which he confesses himself to have been guilty. He was born
in Todmorden, and in boyheod, we believe his religious discipline—so far as he
was capable of being subjected to discipline—was amongst the Methodists. A
while ago—it may be from six to Seven years—he left the Methodist school
and fnrmﬂd agsociations with some of the persons of his own age — attending
the Suuday school at Ohrist Church, Todmorden ; or else by some accident or
caprice he appeared at that school, and formed those associations, Iver since,
he has gone to that sclhool with more or less irregularity—but at times very
lrleﬂ‘ularly and has been what we may term a very inconvenient boy, fond of
levity, jocularity, and prominence in the eyes of other boys, thwarting the
efforts of his teachers both upon hkmsalf and thaMs of his class. We believe,
however, that, as he m._ ,,'”?vingf_np, he bepm a little tempered in his
cheracter and manifestations ﬁnd\ﬁn occasions he tat‘ght some of the classes
in the school. A certain aiJai\pnoss, and hmﬁour of ression, made him,
in a measure, attractive tolhm companic mnmtered to his
vanity. We do mnotf, while writing, ko _ ﬁmm at which
the gll'l — Sarah “é‘ mhﬂ 'r-.‘_'-_"'i ﬂ';" !.!_,.., 1 “iﬁ conmection
with the parpetram'a‘i "Eh"’& lmeﬂta :_';. {I caviul acts: 41,? 16 A servant
with Mr. Plow. S;_"_ﬁmﬁh have, some "‘gﬁgn of ,Mr Plow’s (in
Nov. last), to have comm. much .;,-"-.'f-.??-"*;i S thﬁﬁ ziits and attentions.
For some tuha Moi‘a &Eew&nt away ll‘«“&ﬁ’ *1% hle that Ehe was the chief
reason for his a ';ru o ce alt' "&b school or ehurck r md. We may say, with

sruth, that i s boen 10 \\ -~=.~.~:~; noe;. ﬁ“& ! , and impressionable, sho

k,,

'u b

raMprﬂca.ted h:ls"‘faeﬁn ‘asid macy the sad tragedy
has been evolved which, fn concent tion o f: adapta.tl and secrecy of
means, and vigonr of execu‘t’rﬁu Ts, happil: “talmoat parallel in the records of
erime in our country Tite ﬂrouﬁg wonian hi weethearty we hope as we

believe, will not be found in the least érithinally’ mﬁhcaﬁﬁd in these doings.
Apart from the 111wnven"" ce (and as Mr. Plow %hau,ght, impropriety of this
intimacy being carried on in the mannerin-which it was between Weatherill
and Sarah Bell) she was everything that was required in a_servant;—master,
mistress, and servant were matually satisfied with, if not’ attached to ea h
other. Now we come to the lrrltatmg cause of the tragic sequel. The "girl's
mother residing at a distance, Mr. Pluw canmdexed hmauelf not oaly the
employer, but the guardigh pf&;ﬁ'r thrﬁk we may-say.she was not more
oy
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than sixteen when the connection between her and Weatherill commmenced.
Weatherill had, before the girl went away, not only frequent interviews with .
her out-of-daora-—but intruded himself for that purpose into Mr. Plow’s house
contrary to that gentleman’s wishes. Mr, Plow had frequently expostulated
with Weathmﬂi and prohibited him this privilege, but Weatherill con tinued
to act as if Mr. Plow’s authority was to be second to his ,__gathorlll §)-in his
own house. - The particulars respegting this may transpire in the evidence
‘yet to be given, Jlimately the gir]l was sent home, and Weatherill’s satisfac-
tions belng thus mterfeled mth he bega.n to brood over Iam of revenge.
Intimations-have been given in various ways of his ill-feeli g ﬁﬂ&rda Mr,
Plow since the departure of the girl, Sarah E. Bell, which it is not necessary
o specify, but some of which have been of a nature to excite alarm.
On the ﬁi&ay befere the murder Weatherill asked off his work, as weaver,
----- -at Messrs. TLord Brothers, Todmerden, that he might go to York on Saturday,

._‘f' where his aw@eﬁheart is at present. remdlf with her m@’éhe& He went thither,

saw her and stayed over Sunday, left on- onday, and, ﬁ& we are told, arriv ed
at Todmorden by the 7-50 tr&l—ﬂ'*ﬂﬁ jeame 45':&1?&:1:11113‘,E ~Batween ten o'clock
~Several—at least more than one—of

S | no— _companions saw him, and discerned
mno dlﬁurence in his manner. Ep‘?‘bﬁlked of his two da.ya vmt. to York, and
the ride ; and left a young friend, but a little before ten o ‘clock, nat far from

- ‘his own (Wnatherlll’ ) house, saying he was going thither, and apparently
takm ‘the usual road to go there. His home is situate between . York-street

" and Brrd e-street chapels. He went on Bridge-street (the ‘lower side of the
town-hall), but instead of tnrnmg down, he continucd on to execute his des-

~ perate purpose, stopping, it is said, at the Black Swan Inn for a few moments,
~and drinking ome glass of f whiskey. He was afterwards met going in the
_direction of the vicarage. His Gﬂrcbat concealad the quig and hatches, the

S qmplements of his deadly object. Pistols he had four, Wﬁjﬂﬁ he had adjuated in
_a leathern belt, made by himself, and cut so as to hold them handy for use.
In all prﬁbabihty he a.pproa.ched the house by the lane Iea&ng to the vicarage

; -and church, and, from the evidence, he must have immediately set about
o carrying his plans into effect. First he began to tie the two back doors
SRS ‘together with a stout new string, though not a rope. He was heard by the
mervants, and all the after violence followed instantly in train. The Rev. A.
- J. Plow, after his escape, made his way by the back or side gate of his ga.rdeu
0 the hous& of Mr: William Greenwood (organist of the church and auctioneer,
~vho resides m‘i:hm ﬁfty yards of the vicarage), under the impression that the
murderer Was pursuing him. Without shoes and hat, the blood streaming
over his face, Er Greenwood and his family were almost panic stricken, as
they did not at first recognize that it was Mr. Plow. Dr. Cockereft attended
him as soon as possible, and next day, though he had had so severe an en-

mmter with mg adv'mary he wa@ abgq to walk back into the vicarage.

..':?RISO\IER

'k ,ff‘

"‘Th& pngoner was. bro bt to the M istrates’ Office en 'I‘uesday aftemaon
o bk little pas gv’& o'clock, in cha.rue of Mr. Superintendent Plckermg,
e sshdale -:' tended by Sergeant Rldmg, of the local police force, and a num-
Ej;'_‘,,,;';'f{i" ar of other officer i‘__ At 530 the magistrates—Abraham Ormered John
“ Pielden. and Joshua Fielden :_.anf&f opened the examination.
- Blize thSpikﬂ_;E the first withess called. She stated thst she was one
0 ‘Fi".ha &nmesﬁﬂ servants of the Rev. Anthony John Plow, viear of Todmorden.
At a little before ten e’clock on vde ovening of March 2nd she and the other
servants heard a noise at thabaak’ deor of the vicarage. Hu’l‘fﬂhour before that
the master had come -h?é. It mi hﬁ(h% be ‘nine o’éﬁﬁk, ‘as mear as she could
tell, whan he came hom _‘zhﬁhad 8 ’BII per. == Mrs. HB‘W was in bed. She
o baby which- wcmiﬂ'be three weelts old on Saturday. She had a monthly
nurse with her. Monday was thelr washing-day—there were three domestic
servaits beqidestf O%thv nugse.  JHerself (witness), Jane Smith (deceased),
and Mary Hodgso eTe ‘Wwas'to ‘tHe house a passage door, a scullery door,

and front door : the passage door was oppnsite the front dom. The sﬂullery
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JTHE REV. MR. PLOW STRUGGLES WITH ASSASSIN.

e = _——

door was near the passage door or front door. At a little before or about ten
p.m., when they heard the noise, the back door and the scullery door were
both fastened; they were both locked and bolted. The .noise they
heard was, very slight, but sufficient for all thres of them (the' servants).
to hear it. Jane ‘Smith got up 'aud  went to the dining-room to

Mr. Plow and told him.  He came back with her and unlocked and unbolted
the back door, but he found he could not open it, enly a little way, . Mr. Plow
then went out-at the front door; she heard him open it, and shut it affer him,

They heard the master seream, and he said, “open tha door—quick!” ~ They

heard talking distinetly at the ‘back door, but could not tell ‘'what was, said.

Heard ne other noise. ~ Witnéss ran with a candle to" the door and  ¢pened it

a8 far as she could. ‘Jane Smith cut the string. Witness did ‘not see the

string. Deceased took the knife to cut it with off the Kitchen table. ~'Witness
opened the door, and set the candle down on the kitchen tabls, and when she

(witness) looked back, she saw, about a yard inside the door, Mi. Plow and
the prisoner in the passage—prisoner in the furthest. They had tight hold
of each other. Prisoner was striking Mr. Plow with a hatchet, which he had
in his hand, on the head and face: Two blows she saw prisoner strike with
the hatchet before she (witness) got hold of him ; she covld not tell how nrany
after. Witness seized prisoner by the hair of the back of his head with the
right hand, and the hair of his forehead with her left, and pulled him away
as well as she could. She could not entirely pull prisoner away. He tried to
hit Mr, Plow as well as he could, repeatedly, but did not hit him every time.
Mr. Plow did not say anything to him at this time. They were scuffling
towards the front door. Opposite the dining-room, Jane Smith (the
decears’ came to fry te belp wiiness. Jane Smith tried to get hold

e,
M—-J
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of prisoner, and he struck back at ber with the hatchet, so that she
staggered and went back against the wall for a moment, ‘and then went into
the dining-room and closed the door. The hatchet she (witness) thought-
fell, and was taken away by Mary Hodgson. Witness did not remembér
anything else.—Mr. Plow then got loose of prisoner, and wert out at the front

feit-loose of him and he was quite calm. She said to the prisoner; *“be quiet,
be quiet,—you’ll get the best through.”” Prisoner smiled, but did not speak ;.
he stood facing her (witness)., He then stogped, and picked up a pistol, which .
witness had not seen before. He burst from witness, pushed open the dining-
room, door which was not fastened, and shot atJane Smith, who was about a yard

door. - Witness remained alone with the prisoner, and had hold of him. She = = =

from her (witness). She conld see Jane Smith's figure in the darkened room.. |

Jape Smith said something to prisoner; witness did not know what it WaB 3. ==
risoner fired at her. As soon as .hé.hadfired he said to her “ Where's my =
arah ?” - She screamed two or three times; witness went away as soon as the '

pistol was fired. She went out at the scullery door, and to Dr. Cockeroft's— =

200 or 300 yards’ distang W

Rev. W. Fearnsides first

~Wh '_‘_ié%jﬁtﬁeasgoﬁto the vicarage there were two or' itk

three more men trying
j, and then the monthly nurse unlocked the back door. Witness
went through the passage to the front door, and found it was locked, and the
key was not in the lock. Next thing, a pistol was fired in Mrs. Plow’s bedroom. -
Witness heard it go off.” George Stansfield then came in, and witness asked
him to go up-stairs ; he went up, and witness followed bim half-way up the =
first flight of stairs. Then prisoner was coming down with George Stanfield,
and she (witness) thoug ith another man. Witness looked first into the
dining-room, Dr, Cé¢kcroft next, and the housemaidalso. The door was nearly
closed. They say Jane Sffi‘;;;gfpn the floor dead, ber head towards the window-

A : g& _;_‘B Wall X ’fﬁl}l' hinges. A POQi 6£ ;l gt ‘W&B running from
a foot or more in eéxtent at one place. Witness did not touch the
/ Prisoner was then in the kitchen. Prisoner asked, while witness

@ kitchen, to have his hat brought. He did not ask anyone in particular
ooked at her (witness); she said she would not bring it. Prisoner
then looked at the other servant, and said ‘“ Mary, bring me my hat.” She:
called prisoner a villian, and said she would not bring the hat. Did not
remember more particulary what was said. Witness did not know that she-
said anything to prisoner about Jane Smith being killed, bat asked him if he
knew that he had killed her master? She thought he langhed. [Prisoner here
said he thought he did not laugh.] Prisoner asked them to let him light his
pipe, which he tried to do with a piece of paper. Witness tcok the piece of
paper from the prisoner, and some one olse took his pipe. Witness then went
up-stairs to Mrs Plow. She found Mrs. Plow in bed bleeding. Dr. Cockcroft
accompanied her (witness). = The blood was running over Mrs. Plow’s face-
down on her night-dress and the pillow—the last the worst. Jane Smith had
been able to do her work, and was in her usual state of health.. They had not
a servani named Sarah Bell ; she (witness) had succeeded her. Did not know
what prisoner meant when he said *“ Where's my Sarah?”

George Stansfield said he resided at Gandybridge, was parish clerk at
Todmorden, Mr. Plow’s heusemaid (Mary Hodgson) game to his (witness's)
house at ten p.m. or a little after, last night. He (witness) had his shoes off
ready to go to bed ; he put them on again and went to the vicarage, to the
back or side-door, and feund it open. He had seen the menthly nurse at the
gate which closed in the yard, and asked ler where the man was? Witness
proceeded into the house, and up stairs, to the door of Mrs. Plow’s room, saw
a glimmer of light from the fire, and Miles Weatherill on the further side of
the bed. When witness got to the bedreom door he heard something like a .
slap from the inside of the room, but did not see what it was with. Mrs.
Plow he (witness) did not see, there was 8o little light, nor did he hear her
speak. He made his way fo the prisoner and got hold of him. Witness did
not see anything in prisoner's hand. fSaid to him ‘‘ What are you doing here 7
Witness did not exactly know what prisoner's reply was—or if he did make a.
reply. He got hold of prisoner’s arm, took him dewn the stairs into the hall_

. She was but a_short time away, and met with the =

try o getin, Some went to the back of the house, others fiita e
-Bothiback doors and the front door were fast. They waited four
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- Prisoner was the

three servants—-

came to my rescue, in front by the driwmg—room door—opposite the dining- -
room doer. She shouted, but I could not swear what it was ; she tried to lay

(7)

and gave him to Mr. Binks, who took prisoner into the kitchen. Witness went

into the dining-room, and there saw deceased laying in a peol ol biged."

Dyr. Cockeroft, and Pnhce-hergmnt Hopkins came. The doctor got-hold ef
deceased and looked at her, and said she was dead. Witness saw cuta on her
head and en her wrist—blood was issding from them wupon the #Hoor.
Sergeant Hopkins took a hatchet from under deceased’s logs. It seemed teo
have a new haft, the blade also seemed very bright, and there was a price
wark of 1s.2d. upon the hatchet. Witness went into the kitchen, saw the
prisoner, and said to him, ‘“ Thou’s killed Jane.” Prisoner said * T kuow.”
The doctor was examining Mrs. Plow, when witness was 111 the room ; she
was all covered with blood.

Mr. Gould here asked for a remand. The magistrates adjourned the
examination to Friday, the 5th inst. |

- ‘F-
k.

‘1 |_'|

EXAMINATION. ——FRIDAY o

The prizoner was brought to the Court ‘House in a e'&b There was such
a dense crowd waiting his arrival; that without great cruahmg neither- the
magistrates, the officials of the cﬂurt, nor the reporters eéuld get in.

Rev. Anthony John Plow : He said I am vicar of Todmorden, I was appointed
in 1863. 1 do not remember the meonth or the year when Sa.r_au Elizabeth
Bell entered my service, am not certain if it was in 1864. In the month of
October or November last she left my service, Her mother lived at Newby

Wiske, near York. He did not know the distance of it from Todmonrden. I
left the Vicarage at 8.15 on Monday night last, and went to Shade; I returned
about twenty minutes past nine o’clock. I did not see the prisoner while £ g

was out. I had supper when I got home, took off my boots and put on m‘y

slippers. I rang the bell for the aervants to come prayﬁrs.,_. J ana Smith,
r, [ went o the bgqﬁtr
und it was hﬁld‘;ﬁ!;
hut the back-door, and
“went by the wa of the frent door to the back of the honse, without hat, andin

the nurse, came. FKrom information received from her,
door. I turned the handle, tried to open the door, and'f
something outside. I did. not then see anybody. Is

my slippers. ?arﬁawed the prisoner standing about thrae yards from the
backdnor.  Believed I said something to prisoner—I will 1 ot swear it—but I
beliove I asked him what he M&oing He immediately
—perhaps. two y arda—-ha did not speak. *Prisoner pﬁf. a pistel to my ear,
within half an arm’s length. He fired it—the cap exploded, but the pistol did
not go off. I then seized hlm by the naak, I believe.” Prisoner took a hatchet, I
do not know where from, and struck me on the head. I cannot swear how
often, but I think #wice. I held the prisoner as tightly as I could. A great
deal of blood was pouring down from m . I shouted out, but could not say
what—1I think * murder” I was then half-stunned. We struggled to the back-
deor. I thinkif-was shut. Afterwarda it was opened, I thought by some one

- inside. I'and prisoner went in and struggled along the passage; I was first.

'n using the axe on my'@efad he had it in his nght hand I think,
risoner hit me three timeg on the head. I saw in the passage
wbeth Spink, Mary on and Jane Smith. Jane Blmth

in the paaaage .

hold of the prisoner, I tt;t:@ _
and put it to myear, the cap
it out of the prisoner’s hand. T I was dying, and made for the front door
went out at it, and ran into Mr. Greenwood’s, the organist. The pistol produced
is like the one prisoner had in his hand, but I cannot swear to it«—The piatol
was handed over to Sergeant Riding. —After I had wrenched the pistol from
‘prisoner, he flew at Jane Smith; and struck her at least four times; the blood

Prmw&ei from her head. She was on her knees, put her hands up in the atti-

16 did so. The prisoner took out another pistol
| sek _sd hold of the pistol, and wrenched

',r, and said “ Mersy.,” I did not see anything further. The

_'f.‘me making my way to the door; he followed—he was close to the
He put his bhand into his breast that was all I saw.
<L will not swer that prisoner pulled ouf more than one pistol in

ame forward to me
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the yard ; I have it in my mind that he snapped two but cold not swear to more:
than one. Ihave suffered great paip, and was very severely cut, I am not
feeling well now—-I lost agreat deal of blood, and have suffered much pain.
I have had conversation with prisoner in reference to Sarah Bell. She had -
been dismisséd for treach of fruth in breaking the promise that she would not
speak terprisoner. I think she was not then seventeen. She had no friends-
nor relatives in her neighbourhood whom I knew. She was in my service (I
should think) two and a half years, more or less, She had become cook.
- Prisorer had some conversation with me about Sarah Bell, and said I had
taken away her character, or her bread. Prisoner was determined to come to
my house whether Iliked it or not. Prisomer spoke about my keeping my
servants secluded from the town, As far as I can recollect, he said then that
he would be *revenged.” It was in reference to Sarah Bell. Did not at any
other time use any threats. While Sarah Bell was in my service, prisoner
asked permission to keep company with her. I objected, saying she was so
very young, not then seventeen. It must have been in the beginning of 1867,
Prisoner expressed his surprise at her beingso young. Isaid if she had been
older, I had an objection to a long courtship going on in my house. 1 com-
phmented prisoner on his stralghtforwardness in being so plain with me. These
were the only two oecasions on which prisoner spoke to me of Sarah Bell.
Prisoner had discontiaued coming to school since last June.. o d saw prisoner
last at Church on Sunday week. I have not seen prisoner since February on
~the premises. Some months or weeks ago heard a whistling. " On two occa- .
sions a window was broken. Pistols have been fired near the house.. On em:'-if#
occasion the back door was covered with shot, and a window broken above.

The depositions of witness having been read over, on bemg asked what
questions he had to put,

Prisoner said: I should like to know how it was when you denied me? % =
after the honourable way in which I came to you, knowing my intentions 2- e

Mzr. Plow: I have alréady said that the girl was so young it was qﬁte in
my mind to deny prisoner to come and see Sarah Bell. A

Prisoner: Why d1d ysu deny me when you knew her parents ‘Had 119‘_—'? .,
objections ? W

Mr. Plow : At that stage the gul knew liftle of you, and was indifferent to
you, my wife told me so.

Prisoner: I think you are mistaken. Do you t‘hmk if she was so she
would have gone with me ? | A

Mr. Plow : In that consisted the sin, in my eyea I wouﬁd sa.y tha.t Sarah
Bell, when it was put to her, had no wish that the matter ghould go on, and I

had no idea unil within six woeks of her dismissal that it had not been dis-

continued six months. I mention this, to show why it was she must Jeave—I
think this rather important.

Prisoner: Don’t you think she cared for me when she wntﬂd go with me all
that time? : : ~

Mr. Plow*. I cannot say.

Prisoner : Did you not once say sha was a steady girl? -

Witness : Yes, a very steady girl.

P;-moner Did: you not afterwards aa.y, when she H@ :that ym; mistrusted
her

Witness: Yes. | | B """* S

Prisoner: Did you not say if she ]:md Mm a raspectable glrl she would not
have spoken to me after she had prl:@iwﬁ not to go mth me 7.,

Witness: Perhaps I did. *

Prisoner: Did you say Dne Mo_"_ afterm:mn that you mlatrusted her ?

Witness: I believe I dide. v |

Prisoner: Did younot say at ﬁm same time and place, that I blasphemed
every time I went to the church, and refused to open the reading-room for fear

I should go ? and said you Wuuid rather would I stay away from the church o
than go.. | j_ﬁ ;_‘_ %
Witness : To the former part of the question I cannot say if I said the H&ﬂi\“*w e
words ; but I did not, that T remembeér, refuse.to open the reading-room u%{ 1:'&
fear you should go ; I believe I said T wonld rather you stayed awav fr. ot RN

church than go. Jd 19

; ?

& 7
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Margaret Ball said she was monthly nurse to-Mrs. Plow; who was confined
a month since to-morrow, - She had retired to rest before ten o'cloeks Mrs.
Plew had retired to rest also ; the room was made dark because:Mrs: Plow had
had little sleep for two or three nights. -There was no night light’in the
room. _Just as they were going to sleep—Mrs. Plow- and  herself—Mrs. - Plow
said, “Oh! what is that ?—~run down,” Iimmediately ran dewnstairs and saw
Elizabeth Spink, Mary Hodgson, and Mr. Plow. ' Prisoner had his hand up;
Elizabeth Spink had him by the hair of his-head. - Did not see what he had
in his hand—the handle was like reddish. Saw Mr. Plow run out ef the door;
she ran up to Mrs. Plow, and while away in her room heard a pistol fire. It

was inside the house, there was no mistake about that. She came out and
stood on the first landing, aud saw the prisoner walking to and fro in ther

lobby. : The front door was shut. . Saw him go into the dining-room twice or
three times. . He had a pistol; saw him with some paper putting in it; saw

the ramrod fall to the floor—the ramrod produced is like it, He took the

ramrod into the kitchen. Heard a knocking—opened the window which was
over the perch; she thought he was going to shoot Mr. Plow. = When he
dropped the ramrod he picked it up and went into the kit¢chen. Saw him come
up again into the room, pistol in one hand, and kitchen poker in the right
hand. Went inio Mrs. Plow’s room, and put my back to the door. He pushed
the door and said “let me in, I shall not hurt you.” I then said “ the person
that you want is down stairs, if you will come with me.” He said, *“1 have
seen her. |
looked at him. She then said, “ do not hurt the new-born babe;” he never spoke.
Then I heard a knocking, and went and tried the front door, but it was locked,
and the key out. I ran to the back door as quickly as possible, and to the
back gate. The door was locked and bolted with two bolts, but I unlocked
and unbolted it. The knocking was at the front door. Many people were
there—Stansfield was first; saw the flash of a pistolin Mrs. Plow’s room ; they
all saw it ; it was a very loud report. I then ran into Mrs. Plow's room, and
found her saturated in blood from her forehead and her nose. She was notso
when I went down stairs. The upper sheet shown (with shot-hole through),
and night-cap all covered with blood. I found some 8 or 9 matches on the
floor and the paper wadding produced, between the two sheets of Mrs. Plow’s
bed. The blanket is little smeared with powder. Handed them over to the
sergeant. On Wednesday evening I found 2 bullets in removing the bottom
sheet ; I gave them to the sergeant ; they have been produced ; I found also in
the bed a percussiou eap.

Sarah Elizabeth Bell said : I am now living as a housemaid at the Friemds
Retreat, in York.. Three years laet November I entered Mr. Plow’s service’
and left 1st last November. I know the prisoner—he courted me ; my master
and mistress objected to.it. The courtship commenced in the second year of
my service at Mr. Plow’s. He has courtad me ever since. Prisoner knew
that I was forbidden to keep company with him. I told him I had promised
not to do so. Could not tell when I was forbidden ; it was in the second year,
after I became cook. Told him that I had told Mrs: Plow that I should not
}:eep his company. He came tothe house, and into the house, notwithstand-
ing. -Came sometimes in the afternoon, sometimes in the evening. Came
when Mr. and Mrs. Plow were at home. It came to Mr. Plow's knowledge
some time in last October. The result was that I gave notice, and left when
the year was up ; it was not quite a month that I left after giving notice—it
was on the 1st of November. Prisoner went with me home when I
left, at Newby Wiske, six miles from Thirsk—we went third-class. 1
not know what distance it is from Todmorden. He remaimed two or three
days. Had not seen him from that time till last Monday. In the
meantime I had sent and received letters from him. 1 told him
before the 1st of November that Jane had told of us. He said he wounld “ have
his revenge.”—Said it only once. “I will have my revenge unless you come
back to Todmorden.” Did not say whom he would have his revenge upon in
particular, -Atabout eleven in the morning o f last Sunday I saw him at the
Friends’ t. He asked me to go out. I told him I could not go out at
two o’clock. He asked me to take back the letters with me. He did not
say what he wanted with them. I met him a little after two o'clock. and he-

” Shesaid ‘“have mercy upon us.” He looked at her, and she

:



took the letters.j We had had seme slignt differexce. Wher he had got the letters
said something about “ revenge " low down, when I gave him the letters back

He took thelettersand looked at them ,and he eaid “ revenge "inalow tone of voice.
T asked him twice what he meant by sueh a saying, and he would not give me any
answer. He gave me a new lecket :we parted friends; he asked me to wear it
for ever, for his sake. Isaid I would. I parted with him a few minutes be-
fore nine. I was with him from a little affer twe at that time. Asked him
how the people at Mr. Plow’s were ; he answered “they were all quite well.”
He said Mary did not speak to him.. I asked him if Jane did ? He said he
would not speak to her if she did. Did not say anything to me about what he’
was going to do, nor did I ses any pistols or hatchet. He did not say what
kind of revenge he would take ; he asked me to come o Todmorden to a situa-
tien, but I refused because I was comfortable where I was. He had talked to
me about some person whom he called ““a traitor "—he meant Jane Smith. He
did not explain to me, but I knew what he meant—that ¢ she told tales " about
him and me. We had no quarrel during the whole of that Sunday. They (pri-
soner and herself) met and parted friends. Nothing whas said as to his coming
or going. All the letters were sent by post. J

The following are the most important :— - _ S | |

My dear- Sarah Elizabeth,—Yott ‘must excuse me' for writing so much
but this will be the last time for a bit. I have had such a row with
master and mistress. I had heard that she had given you a character, so
I asked her ahout ity and she put in what you told me she woulds
1t was yesterday noon when I saw her, and she said sghe thought there
was not much wrong in it, but I told her there was a great deal- of
wrong in it. In the afternoon I saw the master. He called on me and we
had a regular row. He called us anything but Christians, and spoke of you as_
not being a respectable girl. He made my blood boil, and I will have my
revenge for the girl I love, unless ‘you will come to Todmorden,” or within a_
mile or two of it, so that we may plague them by‘ wakling out. = e T rni

I J‘-_

My dear Sarah.—I am now at Todmorden oace more, You know how we
love édach other, and you may guess how I have been since. Oh, Sarah, my
true love, how:I do long to see you.” I should so like to view that sweet face
cf-yours once more. I hearkened many hours in the yard at the kitchen
door,but then time is gone—gone; I'am sorry to say, for éver. T wish T
had staid a bit longer, as you wanted me for I only worked four hours.
wishoyou were at Todmorden again, I' should then be happy once more;.
but now I am miserable. We ‘are parted, and what is it for? Not for any
disgraceful action either of us has:‘done. No; it’s -for being too honourable
and upright in our dealings.  Sarah, it makes my blood boil to think of the
wrong they have done to you: I will never forgive them. They have ruined
our happiness. g | {il VTR LI0n

Ah! Sarah, how happy we should be if yéu could get a place here, and
then we could have our walk and so plague them. They are, I understand,
going to have a cook on Tuesday. She is coming from where Jane, the traitor
comes from.  But'how we are not together, and if you love me you will come,"
Oh ! Sarah, come, and don’t Ict us be parted, forit's hard to be parted from the .
one 1 leve. If you were poorly, it would be different, but'you dre welland healthy,
and so let-us enjoy our youth in sgite of the Plows.  Why can’t you get a place -
without being so far away. Letter courting is not liké ‘courting personally, and
we should not have had any cause to be parted at all if'it had not been for the
Plows. Plow and his wife have spoilt our happiness, and unless that happiness

can be renewed they should rue it. 1 cannot forgive them for doing as they
have done towards us. | Ll O |

George Holdsworth said: I am an ironmonger in Todmorden. Prisoner
purchased powder, shot, and caps at my shop on Monday night. Cannot say .
when I sold the axe, but it has come from my shop ; it has my own figures on
it. It is a month or six weeks since I sold the last; my boy has one, a size
larger; the axe is marked in anunusual way; it was betwixt 8 and half-past 8
when he came I did not see him myeelf I krew he hid been though 1
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did not see him ; my daughtér served hlm with the powder and caps, and my
son with the shot.

David Midgley Cﬂckcroft am& I went ‘after I had seen the body of Jane
Smith, into the bedrosm to see ’\Ira. Plow. It was obscured with smoke, and
there was a strong smell of gunpowder. Found Mrs. Plow in bed, and bleedlng
from a severe wound on the forehead. and nose; it was all one woun& There
was ecchymosis on the top of the head, as if there had been a blow. She com-
plained of the right arm, but it was not broken. There was a great deal of
bleeding. She was only just recovering from her confinement.. On the arm
was a discoloration and mark near to the elbow. It appeared as if it might
have been done by a poker. The weapon produced (the poker) was such as
would have inflicted such an injury. I did not see the _poker, I saw a pistol
close by the bedside. It was handed to Sergeant Hopl-:zn&% There was a cap
upon it. Mrs. Plow’s ‘wounds, he then was: ﬁ;md, mm cof a dgpgemug cha-

wracter, bt he thonght they wazbg\mt so now; but ?:;Be dangerous for

herto glva evidence now, or at the Assizes. I sa,w Inw on the same n@p‘.h
_ Mrs. Plow stiffered great pain, in faﬂt she breathed - rongh the top of her no
\ ,thmugh er wound. The hluo_ ihaﬂ ced gomt&',:"'- ﬁ h@r nose, r

into her throat. She will be |
Plow at Mr. Greenwood’s, the auctwn&ar. I found hnn fmnt an& mr,,k
the loss of blood. He had three wounds on the head—one of them or

~ of the head, a large one af the back of the head, and one down th {]g
on the left ear there was a ¢ub from the tep to the bottom,‘ v slight abrasion
the nose, and a small cut on the upper lip. He w,aa in a- da.u Rl SRl
I saw hlm. I advised him to B'I:ay there all nig g
or 100 yards of Mr. Greenwood's. Mr. Plew h
rest becaunse his bone was sore on all sides. no
Dr. Foster, in comsultation, examined prisoner at the
rational. By the Chairman : did You sece him th:

~ in the house. By the clerk: I was of opunon that
that he is so still, as faras I have seen. - I was pr
the slttlng of tha magistrates at the first emnﬁn
questions_and observations. An instrument like the |
likely ‘bomﬂict such wounds.as I Inu:nd”uphﬁ Mr. 1 - Ttis sharp enough to 5
cut the earas Mr. Plow’s wae cat. I did not see any gfgng'-of an bemg‘.
other than sober on the night of October 2nd.

Other witnesses were exammed whose tesﬁmqny ten&gd ut the
case for the prosecution, so as to leave no doubt in the minds
that the %ﬁuﬁner had been guilty of a nrame&iﬁh&ﬁ ;':‘-r
and outrage. e, R i s e T

The Chairman said : Mﬂ:eﬂ Wt;a‘therll], you ;:B ﬁomtm ke yourt
on the five charges bro htm ﬁﬂt you at; lancheste ST

Prisoner : Sooner anggrbﬁér $1, },

The prisoner laughed and seemad in a grew__ g
taken place, when the examination termm od, an
from the court. S -g' f":'. : .".

The witnesses were then bound oveh_,i;@- appear at the as

"'n :" e

|
fr'i

'!.'h."""..l

form. The procaedmg-s were not‘maI wded

TRIAL AND:*SEN’I‘.EHC;E,ON THE PRISOI\ERs- &;5 : |

fested or

~ The interest which this rama.rkable case has excited was m nifested or
Friday morning in the crowded state of the courf and d its o .,_ﬁ_‘f’i;* bos :ﬁ_:—'._

death of the Rev. Mr. Plow, age inst whonr thB- p SOT1 ‘_r, fiivs st instance

directed his violence, and hls inf - hild, b _f:m“_.__ ified the interest praviou ly
attaching to the case. The policasal owed the __ - to- il dnd- tk Wen the
approaches were cguarded, and no other persons‘were permit bo-enter, and

all confusion was thereby avoided.

The prisoner, Mileg; Weatherill, was placed at the ‘bar at hall-past nine
o’clock, charged, mth the wilful murder of Jane Smith, at Todmorden Parsenage,
en "onndwg mfrht the 2nd instant. 1Iis countenance had lest the caroless and
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defiant expression which it wore when he was examined at Todmorden; and
he followed the evidenee with apparent interest, but not anxiety. The announce-
ment, by Mr. Foster, in the course of his opening speech, that Mr. Plow was
-dead, seemed to come upon the prisoner as a painful surprise, and he mani-
fested traces of strong emotion. |

Mr. Campbell Foster and Mr. Addison were for the prosecution ; the prisoner

wvas defended by Mr. J. B. Torr. |

Mr. Foster opened the case by a clear and temperate statement of facts, and
then called the witnesses, whose evidence as to the attack of the prisoner upon
the Rev. A. J. Plow, the deceased, and Mrs. Plow, the details of which are
printed at length in our- preceding pages.  The death of Mr. Plow, having
been proved, his ‘deposition before the coroner was put in and admitted
-as evidence. 15 a

Mr. Holdsworth, ironmonger, Todmorden, identified the hatchet as having
been sold from kis shop ; and his son stated that at half-past eight on the night
of the murder the prisoner bought some powder, small shot, and percussion
caps at the shop. | |

Sarah Klizabeth Bell called : I was cook at Mr. Plow’s till last November.
I have very well known.the prlsoner for three years. He courted me. My
master and mistress objected to his coming to the house. I told him so, but he
still came ; and it got to the knowledge of my master aud mistress, and in
consequence I left them on the 1st of November. I requested the prisoner to
meet me at he railway station, and he went home with me to Newby Wiske,
where my parents live, and he remained three days. From then till the 1st
of March I did not again see prisoner, when he came to York to the Friends’
Retreat, where I am housemaid. I did not say anything to him about Jane
Smith, but he told me he would not speak to her if she spoke to him. He
asked me to come back to Todmorden again, and I said I would not. He did
not say anything as to what he would do if I did not come back to Todmorden.
Once before I told the prisoner that Jane had told about our courting. e at
York asked me to bring out with me the letters 1 had received from him.
I did so, and gave him them. Some he took, others he gave me back. He
gave me the letters I had written to him. The three letters he took had
been written by him while we had a quarrel. When T gave him the letters he
said in a low tone, “ Revenge.” ' I asked him what he meant by it, but he did
mnot answer. Before we parted he gave me a locket, and asked me to wear it
for his sake.- I said I would. I asked him about the Plows, how they woeore,
and he said they were all well ; fhat Hodgson would not speak to him, and
that he would not speak te the girl Smith. I have heard him call Jane Smith
a traitor, becauseshe told tales. On the 30th of September I received this
letter from the prisoner.: This on the 7th of November, after the prisoner
had been home with me. Here scveral other letters were put in, and witness
said they were all in prisoner’s handwriting.

The prosecution then put in the prisoner’s statement before the committing
magistrates, which was as follows :—

‘I wish to say a few words, but it will amount to nothing. Wlen I began
to keep company with Sarah, I thonght I would act as an honourable man. I
wailted upon Mr. Plow one night as he was coming out of church, and
told him I wanted to ask a favour, which I hoped he would grant. T told
him [ wanted to keep company with Sarah, and when he asked me how longI
had known her, I said I had had my eye on her ever since she came to Tod-
morden. He said that was quite natoral. I asked him if he would grant me
‘that favour, and he said, ‘ Oh, no, he could not think of such a thing.” I said
I thought I wonld come and ask him in the right way, and I little thought he
would deny me. I said also that I did not want to go whistling about the back
yard, and that my intentions were very good. He replied thut he had always
looked upon me as a respectable young-man;-that Sarah was a good girl, and
he would speak to his wife about it. I went to kim a day or two afterwards,
and he told me that he¢ had talked the matter over with his wife, and they could
not give their consent. He said they were both very well pleased with the
honourable way in which I had acted, but they could not allow me to come iuto
the house. I asked that Sarah might be allowed to come out to see me, but he
refused, and I saw it was no use asking for the privilege, but I was determined

-
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to go.to the house, and I did not go until Jane told about us keeping company.
A stop was then put to it. Since then I have been geing to ruin, and ever will
be. I will die like a dog ; but, after all, I am glad Mr. and Mrs. Plow are living,
snd I hope they will forgive me.”

This concluded the evidence for the prosecution, which Mr. Foster then
summed up. '

Mr. Torr, for the defence, urged that he was, under the ecircumstances,
justified in asking them to consider whether the prisoner was, when he com-
mitted the crime charged against him, in a state of mind which would render
him answerable for what he had done. Although he apparently was sane
enough, still he (Mr. Torr) would be shrinking his duty if he did not ask
them well to consider whetber he was so when he committed the horrible
murder with which he was charged, and of which he was undoubtedly guilty.
Lighter cause than had beset the prisoner—that of a sort of destroyed love—
had been know to upset the mind of an individual. Surely a sane murderer
would never go armed with four pistols and a hatchet to murder one unpro-
tected woman—the girl Smith—for there was no evidence to show that he
knew Mr. Plow was at home, or that he intended to murder him. A man
who would go armed like a brigand, as did the prisonmer, with belt and pistols
stuck in it, could hardly, he thought, be thought sane.

The learned Judge then summed up, and said the only question for the jury
was, whether, when the prisoner committed the murder, he was legally
answerable for what he did? The law authorities on the subject of insanity in
such cases were clear. The authorities on this point to which he (the learned
judge) should eall their atfention were undoubted, and were not for him to
question for a moment. Those authorities said that the jury should be told in
all cases that every man charged with murder is presumed to be sane till the
contrary is prov.d to their satisfacti 1 before they could acquit the prisoner
on the ground of insanity : and at e time of his committing the murder it
must be shown he did not know the quality of the act which he was committing
—in other words, that he did not know right from wrong.

The jury, after a brief consultation, returned a verdict ailty.

His Lordship, in sentencing the prisoner, said it weuld have been a deplorable
thing if the jury had come to any other verdict, for there was nothing in the
evidence of the prisoner’s manner or life to lead them to give any other
verdict than that which they had come to. The prisoner had rightly been
found guilty of a murder and outrage, which were such as might rather be
expected from a wild savage than one who bad been brought up in a civilised
country. It was a murder such as rarely happened for savagery and brutality,
and for it he (the prisoner) must die. But the law would not deal so hardly
with him as he did with his vietim, Jane Smith. He would have time fo
repentance — she had none. He (the judge), therefore, hoped he would apply
the short time he had tolive in seeking after that repentance, and his past sins
would be forgiven. His Lordship then passed senténce of death in the
usual form. o

The prisoner throughout the trial was unmoved by the evidence, Qn neing
asked why sentence of death should not be passed upon him, he looked at
some notes of the evidence he had made and held in his hand, but made no
reply. His pale boyish face from the beginning to the end wore a rather
pleasing expression than otherwise, or anything but that which we ghould look
for in a murderer. | 3

The case lasted five hours and a half.
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TIE EXECUTION

OF

MILES WEATHERHILL.

The wretched man, whose callousness and singular determination in carry-
ing out his wicked purpose caused an almost unprecedented amount of horror,
expiated his crime on the public scaffold at Manchester, on Saturday, April
4th, 1868, He suffered in company with anotherman who was convicted of
murder and sentenced to death. . We subjoin anaccount of the doublas
execution.

Miles Weatherhill, aged 24, weaver, and Timothy Faherty, aged 30, weaver,
were hanged on Saturday morning, in front of the New Bailey Prison. The
crimés for which these men have forfeited their lives are of too recent a date,
and too universally known—so terrible and melancholy are their results—to -
need along resumeé now. The deliberate, remorseless, and cowardly acts of the
‘culprit Weatherhill, detailed in this pamphlet, must ever form one of th»
biackest pages in the book of ériminal record. Ilis vindicative and, to use the
judge’s expression who sentenced him to death, * barbarous” spirit, cansed
the death of three innocent people. After his conviction and sentence he de-
clared he would not make the least preparation for death until he had séen
his sweetheart, Sarah Bell. In each interview which he had with his un-
happy mother he strenuously demanded a last interview with ‘his Sarah.”
Seeing the unsettled state of the culprit Sarah DBell was written to, and on
Thursday she arrived in Manchester from York, and in company with the
convict’s mother and sister proceeded to the prison, and were admitted to an
interview, and took their last farewell of the wretched man. Passing through
the ancient iron gates of the gaol, the creaking of which must have struck
the three unhappy women with horror, they were conducted by the humane
- governor across the prison yard to the condemned cell, which is sitmated in the
northern angle of the prison, and within f£ifty feet of the wall on
which is erected the gallows. It would appear that the conviet was
aware of the arrival of Sarah ‘Bell, for directly the formidable
lock of his cell was turned he sprang from his seal, forgetfing
evidently for a moment that he was a prisoner, and, rushing towards the
door as it opened, he received the unhappy girl in his arms as she entered the
¢ell, ejaculating, “ My dearest Sarah.” TH& poor young woman was deeply

affected, and would have fainted but for the prompt administration of restora-

. tives. The anguish, too, of the mother and sister is said to have been heart-
Féﬁﬁf. Indeed, the scene throughout the entire interview was of the most

A ?ﬁfﬁ description. After the first emotions had, in a measure, subsided,
eatherill in the course of the desultory sobbing conversation that followed
complained fo his mother; who asked why he had not used the writing paper
and stamps with which she had supplied him, that he had not been allowed the
use of pon and ink, and that some of his letters had been suppressed. We
believe the truth is, that every possible indulgence was allowed the conviet in
this respeet ; and if his friends and relatives have not received all the letters
that he wrote to them, it has probably been because the contents of these
.+ migsives were so extraordinary, and even shocking, that it could have
. gerved no good purpose whatever to forward them to their destina-
~~  fion. The interview was prolonged for a conmsiderable time, and when
S the parting farewells and embraces were oxchanged, the wrétehed young
.+ man, who, while surrounded by a loving aged mother; a devotéd sister, and
~~  an affoctionate sweetheart, fought hard to suppress the emotion their pre-
3 gence created in him, gave full vent to his grief ag the three nearest and
. ﬁ ~ dearest croattres to him in the world turned to leave, and the heavy iron door
. . of his cell shut thom for ever from his view. It was thought, after the convict
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had taken a final farewell or his friends, that his mind would be more com-
posed, and that he would turn his attention to the eghortations of the chaplain,
who has been in constant attendance upon him, out up to Thursday night he
did not manifest symtoms of remorse or contrition for his crime—indeed, so
obdurate was he that at one time (o it ig said) when the Rev. Mr. Caine, the
acting chaplain of the gaol, was endeavouring to bring him to a state of con-
trition, that he ordered him to leave the cell and take his books with him.
It is satisfactory, however, to be able to state that as his time drew near he
listened with more attention to the exhortations of the rev. gentleman, and is
said to have expressed sorrow for his crime, and to have admitted the justice
of his doom. The chaplain was with him till a late hour last night and early
this morning, and accompanied the unhappy man to the drop. -

The man Faherty, who murdered his sweetheart by beating her on the
head with a poker, was from the time he was sentenced very contrite and
resigned to his fate. He was visited every morning by the Rev. Father Gadd,
whose exertions to bring the convict to a proper sense of his horrible position
were unremitting, The convict was deeply affected by the meeting with his
widowed mother, which took place, affer more than 13 years of separation,
en Thursday. Since that interview his demeanour was moderately quiet, but
the appearance of calmness seemed to arise not so much from resignation or
the hope of pardon hereafter, but rather from sullen hardihood and a deter-
mination to meet his fate without flinching. He repeatedly denied that the
crime was premeditated ; and professed to know nothing of the actual
circumstances of the murder until he saw his victim lying bleeding upon the
floor of the chamber into which he had pursued her.

The arrangments for the execution were very similar to those adopted when
the Fenians—Allan, Gould, and Larkin—were executed in November last.
Strong barriers were erected across New DBailey-street (which runs on the
northern side of the prison) at intervals of 50 feet, for the purpose of avoiding
accidents from overcrowding. The different streets abutting on the main
streets were barricaded, while space in front of the scaffold was also enclosed
with strong barriers. The gallows, upon a platform overhanging the pave-
ment 20 feet from the ground, was, as usual, draped in black, and the fall was
so contrived that only the heads and shoulders of the culprits could be seen
by the multitudf after the bolt was withdrawn. The platform was erected in
an aperture or doorway made temporarily in the prison wall, and was reached
from the inside by a flight of wooden steps, also temporarily erected. A large
concourse of people began to assemble, and, as the hour, eight o’clock, named

as the time of the execution, approached, the crowd must have numbered
between 6,000 and 8,000. :

A thick haze cleared off a little before eight, affording to the dense crowd,
which was three times as great as that at the Fenian execution, a distinct
view of the drop. A few minutes before eight Caleraft made his usual preli-
minary inspection of the drop, and shortly afterwards the two men made their
appearance, accompanied by two reverend gentlemen. Taherty was the first
at the platform. He was deadly pale, and tried to be firm, but eyed the crowd
with an air rather of curiosity. He moved his lips as if in prayer, but the
moment the cap was put on his head he prayed Iouder and most fervently.
Weatherhill next made his appearance ; he was accompanied by a couple of gaol
officers, who extended their hands to his elbows, as if slightly supporting him ;
but this was net so, for he was evidently firm and determined to meetl his
fate; he clutched a Prayer-book and prayed aloud. The.cap was adjusted
within a minute or two, and Calcraft, having shaken both men by the hand,
withdrew the bolt, and they fell heavily together, but swruggled violently for
a moment or two. When all was over an attempt was made on the part of the
crowd to get up an applause by the elapping of hands, but this failed, and the
vast multitude quietly dispersed, = |

The bodies, after hanging an hour, were cut down and buried in quicklime,
the barriers were removed, and by fen o’clock this locality of Manchester
resumed its wonted business-like aspact; and a stranger passing at that hour
wonld not have known that anything ununsual had happened.

Faherty passed a good night in sleep, but Wotherill was very restless, and
did not sleep mavre than two hours. |
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