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AN
el o U UL N2

Of the BEHAVIOUR of

William Hazke,

For a HIGHWAY ROBBERY, -
AND |

William jones,

For STEALING a confiderable Quantity
of LINNEN, the Property of

PEREGRINE HOGG, his Mafter,
Out of his Dwelling-Houfe. |

| M8 miffion of the Peace, Oyer and
NP8 Terminer, and at the oeneral
D) N8I Seflions of Goal Delivery of
New:g"az‘e, holden for the City
of London and County of Middlefex, at
Fuftice- Hall, in the Old Bailey, before the
Right Honourable Frederick Bull, E{q. Lord

Mayor of the City of London; the Hon.
| B Sie

\
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Sit Richard Afton, Knt. one of the Juftices
of His Majelty’s Court of King’s-Bench ;
the Hon. Sir Fames Eyre, Knt. one of the
Barons of His Majefty’s Court of Exchequer
Mr. Serjeant Glynn, Recorder 3 Thomas
Nugent, Eiq. Common Serjeant, and others
His Majefty’s Juftices of Oyer and Terminer,
of the City of London, and Juftices of Goal
Delivery of Newgate, holden for the faid
City and County of Middlefex, on Wedne[day
the 18th, Thurjday the 19th, Friday the
2oth, Saturday the 21ft and Monday the
23d of May, 1774, in the Fourteenth Year
of His Majefty’s Reign, the Eight follow=

ing Perfons were capitally convi&tedy name-
ly, Willzam Sfones for a Robvery in bis

Mafter’s Dwelling-Houfe ; William Hawke
{or a Highway Robbery 5 fofeph Medcalfe and
Fofeph Everett for Houfe~breaking ; Willram
Houghton for Stealing a large Sum of Money ,
Fobn Thompfon for returning from Tran/por-

tation; fames Whiteboufe and Fobn Cbarle;
for Footpad Robberies, |

ON Friday the 24th of fune the Report
of the above MalefaGtors was made to His
Majefty by Mr. Recorder, when His

Majelty



£ 3.1

Majefty was gracioufly pleafed to refpite
Foleph Medcalfe, Fofeph Everett, fobn T homp-
fon, Fames Wintehoufe and William Houghton,
and to order William Hawke, William “fones
and fobn Charles for Execution on the 1ff
Day of Fuly; previous to which a Refpite
was obtained on the 29gth of “fume for
Fobn Charles. Before the Warrant came
down all the Malefators behaved fuitable
to their Situation, expelting with a becom-
ing Piety and Refignation the ignominious
Death, which they acknowledged to have
moft juftly merited by the Laws of their
Country.

AFTER the Warrunt came down, and
they, to wit, William Hawke and William
“ones found themfelves included in it, they

took QOccafion in a fuitable and patchetic
Manner to admonifh the Refpites, and

hoped that the ignominious Death of fuch
Young Men as they were might be a Warning

fo them.

- Wiriiam Hawke, about 24 Years of
Age, had Two Indi¢tments laid againft him

for Robberies on the Highway. , Of #he
b 2 ' ﬁ’ﬂ:
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firf, for making an Affault on Mr. ﬂwmm

Croucher, he was acquitted ; of the other,
for Robbing Mr. Charles Hart, and taking
from his Perfon One Shilling and Six-Pence
and Seven Halfpence, be was convitled,

L

Tuze Profecutor, Mr. Har¢, in Company
with Capt. Cunningham, depofed, That he
was ftopped by the Prifoner between
Knightfbridge and Wdlbam-Green, to whom
he gave the Sum above mentigned. The
Prifoner, obferving the Captain endeavour-
ing to conceal a Pocket-Book, prc.fcnted a

Piftol to his Breaft, and demanded 7z. Upon

his refufing he fired the Piftol. The Pro-

{ecutor and the Captain immediately jumped
out of the Coach, and the latter, being in
Liquor, with a fmall Stick beat his Horfe,

but neither attempted to take him, and the
Prifoner foon rode off, throwmg back the'

Money into the Coach

Tue Captain is not much to be coma
mended for Prudence and Difcretion in
provoking the Refentment of this Robber,
who had him at o great a Difadvartage,

by fetting him at Defiance, and tempting

him to the Commiffion of Murder by
e e
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holding up his Pocket-Book, 1n which were

Notes of fome value. The narrow efcape
of thefe Gentlemen with their Lives ‘may
be an ufeful Memento to Travellers,  not to
trifle with Freebooters, nor rafhly expofe
themfelves to Danger, when they have
either little to loofe, or are not provided with
Arms for their Defence,

WHAT aggravated the Guilt of ‘this
unhappy Convi& was the firing a ‘Piftol
throug‘l the Coach, which he aflured ‘me
was done merely to intimidate the Captam,
and make him {urrender his Pocket-Book,

having no Intention of committing “the

Crime of Murder; and which he had never
committed, notwithftanding {everal Provo-

cations, having been often fired at, and hever

returning the fire. This upon Reﬂe&mn
afforded him much Comfort, whilft under

Sentence of Death; frequently exprefling,

and that publickly, Abis Thanks to Gobp
for His preventing Grace.

A surriCIENT Proof of the Truth of
this Affertion, and that he was not the
Perfon hc had been reprefented, totally

divefted



51
divefted of Humanity and Tender Feelings

for the Diftrefled, will appear from the

following Inftances. We do not mention
them to excufe but to extenuate the Guile

of the Culprit,

A GENTLEMAN who had been attacked
by him, and who fired at him, came, into
the Prefs-Yard after his Convi&ion, and
enquired for him. 'Fhe Gentleman men-
tioned the Time, the Place, and the par=
ticular Circumftance of firing at him, and
exprefled a real Concern for the Prifoner’s
Sitvation, and told him that be came on
Purpofe .to Thank bim for bis Humanity in
not returning the Salutation, and taking away
bis Life when in his Power.—Several Gentle-
men, I was informed, vifited him on the
{fame Account, and offered their Service to
him for the civil and kind Treatment they

' had met with from him.

ANoTHER Inftance is, Having met a
C | and his Lady in their Carriage,
and holding a Piftol, he was requefted by
the C I to withdraw ir, left any Ac-
cident fhould happen to his Lady through
{udden Fright and Terror, e immediately

COMm-~
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complied with the Requeft, which was no
fooner done than the C | unmanly and
ungeneroufly fired upon him, The Ball
grazed his Shoulder, and I{awke perceiving
another Piftol in the Coach-Pocket, feized
it, and prefenting it to the C I’s Breaft,
robbed him of his Money, and the Lady
 of her Wartch; but as fhe defired to have
it again, he very gencroufly gave it, not-
withftanding the cowardly Treatment of
the C 1, whofe Piftol richly mounted,

being valuable, he carried off.

ANoTHER Inftance of his Humanity
(the Parriculars of which he communi~
cated to me, different Accounts having
appeared in the public Papers) is, On a
Time, in Langley-Lane, between Hounflow
and S/ough, {ecing a poor labouring Country-
man ficting upon a Stcump of a Tree, with
his Head upon his Knees crying, Hawke
afked him wbhat was the Occafion of bis
Sorrow. He replied, Tbat be had a few
Minutes before been robbed by Two Footpads
of upwards of Iwo Guineas, a Saving which
be bad made by bard Labour, and lodged in
tbe Hands of lbis Mafter for the Payment of

bis
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bis Rent, 'This Scene of Diftrefs fo affected
Hawke, that he took up the Man behind
him, and immediately went in purfuit of
the Robbers, whom, by the Defcription
received, he had juft before paffed. He
foon came up with them, and with a Piftol
demanded the Money, which they had
taken from the poor Fellow. Having no
Arms to refift the Demand, they gave it,
with Seven Shillings more of tleir own,
All which Hawke gave to the Countryman,
with an additional Prefent of Half-a-Guinea
out of his own Pocket; and to prevent
any Attack from the above Footpads, or

others, he fafely conveyed the Countryman
home to the very Door of his Houfe.

Tuese Adts of Humanity and Gene-
rofity, properly reprefented, might have
entitled him to the Mercy of a gracious
Prince, had not the Accounts publifhed
before the Death-Warrant m_]ured him,
‘which by a Letter (too late) in the Public
Ledger he declared to be an Impoﬁtxon
on the Public,

WHILST
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“Warst Life remains ‘there’ are'Hopes;
Criminals - have ‘been” i:i"zrd‘dﬁed”i]‘riaer the
Gallows, who havc’i“umed out tftful Mem-
bérs ‘of Sociéty. It was the Intention of
this ‘Cimi nal, had' he ‘obtained - Pardon;
: to have lived hofleltly, “fot which Putpofe
i he hagi ag:eed for a Hqufe at Dzm.éu%

L’l‘l.- .,_i_l g

before he was taken up. It is not ‘only
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Clemergcy
as he %{ﬁg in the fame qus of . Bemas,

llllll

and;eu;' and. T::uth duc ;pghg,m,, he

l-l"""'hll..dl » - - FA A

oggh,r. to be }p{afd,., with more Gmlc
than ﬁ;mé’ely belongs to:him... It isfufficient
Aﬁ:h&lon“an& Unhappinefs. 1o, the incere
Penitent, that he hath offended the Laws
of his Country ; it is brutal to add to hig

Sorrow 'and | Diftrefs “by- mcréaﬂng xhe
Numﬁer of his Oﬂfcﬁmes? ) bed 03 Dadiiols

33{1iB1 li...r-...rﬂ QLo

Tms ;unf;)rtunaff'r Man Wag: born - at
Uxbridge, and by Trade a Jeweller. He
told me ‘that He could ﬁciiluife :i:‘very com-

. fbrtabte S\ibﬁﬂe'rrce forhimflf and Fatily
o C ‘ by
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by following his Bufinefs, not lels than
Two Guineas per Week. This I have been
fince informed by a Perfon in that Branch
of Buflinefs is an Exaggeration; the Earn-
ings afore-mentioned being more than 2
compleat Workman can procure.

Bor let the Wages and Emoluments_ of
thofe, who are prone to Evil, be ever fo
confiderable, they will be found mfuﬂ’lmcnt
to {upport them any length of Time in
Intcmpcrance and Debauchery, the Bane
of numberlefs Youths in our Days. Thefe

Vices being cxpenﬁve which honéft Labour
and Induftry cannot long fupport, oblige

them to have recourfc’ to Alts of Fraud
and Viclence to fupply, which involve

them in fingular Difficulties and Dlﬁreﬂ'cs

and gencrally tcrmmatcs in Bamfhmcnt or
Deaths '

Tn-g_lntrodu&ion to his Misfortunes he
afcribed to bad Company, particularly the
being acquainted with Fre/d, who was lately
execuced at Kenmgz‘on- C ommon, 0

_He, ..a.ckf!owkdng_.-that foon after his
Marriage he was tranfported with Field
: | for
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 for a Pocket-Book, of which he found in
his Room, which Field had ftolen. ~When
he arrived: at Maryland he was fold to a
Black{mithy and Field to a Taylor, being
of that Trade. About Three Weeks after
they ran away, and were re-taken, his
- Mafter ufing him civilly, Field’s cruelly
upon the return. Having continued a few
Months they contrived the following Scheme
for an efcape. Fie/ld having Two' genteel
Suits of Cloaths to make for a young
Gentleman, fitted them for himfelf and.
Companion, which ferved for a Difguife ;
for by appearing in the Drefs of Gentle~
men they pafled un{ufpected for Convilts,
The)f travelled upon ftolen Horfes North-
ward, and for fometime worked at their
refpective Trades in Boffon, where he thould
have remained, could he have got his Wife
over. From the firft landing to the leaving
of America was about Eighteen Months.
Upon his coming to England his €on-
federates were Field and Miljom, who were
all taken up, and committed to Fozbill-
Fields-Bridewell for a Robbety, ‘which Field
alone had committed. From whence, by
the affiftance of a few Guineas, he efcaped
2 with
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with &, Turnkey,, who was ﬁﬁe; wards
tranfperted for; a Robbery: in the Country.
He affured a Clergyman in the Prefs-Yard,
thae before his Tranfportation hewas ncver
guilty -¢f-any- Robbery, and was innocent
of that+0s which he was tranfported. He
further declared, by my afking:him at'the
requeft “of «the Sherifft lof . Aylfbury, thar'
his Compacion Mi/fom, though guilty of
feveral ‘Robberies, - and meriting Death in
other Refpeds, was innocent of the Crime
for which he fuffereds of which’ Field,’
Robinfon  and anOther were the real/ Per-
pctrators. ' L L T it

MANY have been the Inﬁances af Parw-
fons falﬂy accufed, of Prefumptlcm 1n Ev:,-_. ,
dcnce from the ﬁrongeﬁ Clrcumﬁances and -

thc moﬁz confiftent Incidents, By this
means feveral Perfons  bave innocently fuf-
fered, . v-{hu.h hath been proved  (tor.the
Affli&iop,1and Son:ow of . their furviving,
Friends) after their {Death. from. the ,Con-
feflion and, quyuft;on of the real Oﬁmderﬁ
Where theLife of ,a Perfon therefore -is
concerqad -' PrbfeCUtors and Witnefles can=-,

not.;be. too! tender and. fcrupu]ous in giving
| 23 — L
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Evidence. Appearances and Circumiftances
of Guilc may be flrong and many, but
are | not- always juft and wrue, The Senfes
are qf;q:ri impofed upon, the Unde¢rftanding
deceived, and. the Judgment mittaken.
The  higheft Degree of Probability falls
{hort of Certainty. That Things may be
fo, or we believe them o to be, is not a
Proof that they are fo. “Nothing ihort of
plain, fimple, clear and undeniable Fa@s
fhould be attended to or régarded in Matters

of 'the lalt Confequence to a Man’s perfonal
Qaff:ty or-Intereft. 16

AMONGST other Robbenes he had com-
mitted he mentioned the following. QOne

Time meeung with a Frenchman in a
Poft-Chaife, who perceiving his Intention,
immediately leapt out of the Chaife, and
pulled bhim . off his Horfe. With fome
Difhiculty he releaf:d himf:lf, and being
exafperated, he faid to him that he would
kill him. The Frenchman, greatly ter-
rified, moft humbly intreated him to {pare
his Life, which he did, taking from him
Half-a-Gumn and gave it to the Poftilion,

ANOTHER
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AvoTHER Time meeting a"£C0ach, the
Driver ‘of which, who knew him, driving
brifkly on to fruftrate his Atempt; he
threatned to fhoot him, if he did not im-
mediatcly ftop. The Coachman ftopt, and
he collected from the Paﬁengcrs about
Seventeen Pounds.

AvoTHER Time, in his Way to South-
ampton for the Ifle of Wight, he met a.
Gontleman in a Poft-Chaife on Bag /bot-
feath, whom he robbed within -fight of -
his own Houfe of a Gold repeating Warch,
Four Guineas and fome Silver. He was
then ‘poorly 'mounted, and  would have
been apprehended, had the Gentleman con-
fented to the Requeft of the Poft-Chaife
Driver, who offered to take out One of
the Horfes and purfue him. This was
probably a borrowed Horfe, the Mare on
which he generally rode being a good one, "
and for which he faid before his Trial an
Officer offered him no lefs a Sum than
One Hundred Guineas. e i

AN Application was made to him, whﬁ{’t --

vnder Sentence, to rerurn the Watch, 1if it
| remained
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remained in his Cuﬁudy For which Pur-
pofe hc wrow the followmg Letter. to
.Dan}ezrk wherf: it is now pledged, which
I tranfcribed with a few Alwerations.

S IR,

“1 hcreby gwe you to underftand,
¢ that I am at prefent under {fome Difa-
“ culties, which obliges me to write 10
“ you in the following Manner, to wit,
« concerning a Gold repeating’ 'Watch,
¢¢ which I let you have. As the Warch
“ gyas the Pr0perty of a Gentleman who
¢ may, !on his  receiving his Watch again,
“ be the Means of faving iny Life; I beg
ol you would fend it by che firlt Londoz
* Trader bound here, and your Demand
“ for declivering i 1c up fhall be immediately
« f{atisfied. If you don’c choofe to deliver
¢ the Warch, the Gentleman, whofe Pro-
¢« perty the Watch is;. will come in Perfon
¢ for it, the Watch being a Family-Piece.
“ Seeing therefore I have repeatedly wrote
“ to you for the Shirts, and had neither
% Shirts nor an An{wer to my Letters; 1
«“ think in Juftice to the Gentleman, the
* Proprietor of the Watch, to recover 1t

for
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“ for him’; I beg you will not fail “of
Y { fendlnﬂ' 1t Immedlate]y by fhe ﬁ'l'ﬂ: OP"

¢ Portn‘n]ty, and your AanE‘r tO th‘}s by
« the return of the Poft.  °

F rom your humble Sewané

W, zllzam Harﬂr 4

« Dire& your Letter to thc hcv l\/Ir
5 V ;-//ez‘fe Né‘wgdfé’-*Stﬁfff.

-+ I N

'l'

;;;;;;

hhhh

ml are. rcady (0 glx*c anﬁy“m;c}:‘f‘i"gqy _Amﬁancc
]11 (_)u[‘ POWET Thc CO fH thﬁ Léttgt
wiil b:... carcfully prcfarv:.d for His, Ufe.

v o

Tur fﬂ”(}W"ﬂg‘R obbery is communicdted
Yo -_m‘ Public'apon’ the Veratflty“of*a Gen-
deman in’ the City who knew’ the ‘Fadt.
,wmf-rmg a Farmer near Uxérza'ge Wwith 2
larpe- 8um of Money about’hiny, 'of" which
he had got Intelhgencte after'a’ ht‘tlc‘ C'Oll"
verfation he told hlrh that he muﬂf h‘ave

Twelve Guineas of him. The Farmer
denied
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denied that he had any Money, Hawke
immediately thewed him a Piftol, and faid,
Sir, I know you to have more than Twelve
times Twelve about you. I wantnot to
rob you of the Sum, but borrow it. Don’t
trifle any longer, lend it me, and on fuch
a Day and Place, where it will be depofited,
you may réceive it again. < The fame was
given, and the Promife of Payment punc-
tually fulfilled. Hewke was at the Place
appointed, and ftaid "till he faw the Farmer
come and rake it away. To whom he

pulled off his Hat, and rode off.

~HE mentloned to a Clergyman, who
occaﬁonally called upcm hm; a- partICUI&r

Circumftance in his Condud, which thould
not be orntttcd that he never knowmgly
or wilfully robbed a Townfiman of Uxbridge,
the ‘Place of hrs Natwlty He had at
fundry Times met feveral; who, ‘he knéw,
had ' confiderable ' Sums “of Monc‘y about

them ;- One of whom, tpon thc Veracity
of ‘the above Gentleman, who knows it
to be'a Fa&, he frequently met, and once
with a Charge of 4o0l. which was known
alfo to’ Hawke. When he came up to

' D him,
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him, he looked at hlm, pulled off his Hat,
and paﬁ?:d on. .

I ASKED him, having been fufpe&ed
of committing a Robbery on Epping. Foreft,
of a Lady znd her Child, to whom he
behaved cruelly, he aflured me -that he
never robbed on that Read, but principally

confined himfelf to the Nclghbourhood of
Hounflow,

. WILLIAM JONES,‘ about 26 Ycars of
Age, was indiGted for Scealing a, large

Quantity of Linnen out of his Mafter’s
Dwelling-Houfe, to a confiderable Amount,

which was proved by the Profecutor,

THIs unhappy Perfon afcribed the Caufe
of his Misfortunes to bad Conn—e&i_&ng.
He was born in Shrop/bire, and brought
up to Hufbandry. His Mother is now
living, and hath a large Family on a lictle
Farm inWales. Upon leaving the Country
he got to be Porter to fome Linnen-Drapers;
feveral of whom we have Reafon, to ap-
prehend were no great gainers by employ-

mg him, This confirms what: we have
before



)
before advanced, that the Vices of the

Times are too expenfive for the Wages of
“honeft Induftry.

GreAT Interceffion was made to obtain
a Pardon, and after the Trial he was
recommended by the Profecutor to His
Majefty’s Mercy, who endcavoured to the
utmoft of his Power to fave him. All
proved ineffectual, and Applications for
{uch MalefaGors, we fear, ever will. His
Majefty, though a gracieus and merciful
Prince, as many unfortunate Canvicts have
fenfibly experienced and gratefully acknow-
ledged, is not difpofed to forgive thofe
who abufe the Truft and Confidence re«
pofed in them by their relpective Maiters,
This, we hope, will be Warmng to Servants

to be boneft and faithful in their different

Stations.

Tue outward Deportment of both thefe
unhappy Convicts, by which alone we can
form a Judgment, feemed before and after
the Warrant to manifeft a fincere Contrition
for their paft Offences. They conftantly
attended the Duties of the Chapel, and

' E o were
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were very attentive to the Service and every
Exhortation given them.

~ Jones faid, That be now experienced tbhe
fatal Effeits of being left to bimfelf, and
allowed the necefity of praying for Gop’s
Grace in-the Perfor mance of thofe Duties,
awhich we are indifpenfably obliged to do,' if
ever we expelt an bappy Futurity; adding,
 That be would rather undergo bis Sentence,
than prefumptuoufly cjend Gop, if be fhould
have obtained the Royal Favour,

ArFTER I had explained the Nature and
Efﬁcacy of the Sacrament of the LoORD’s
Supper, and lent them a plain and ferious
Tract upon that Subject, Hawke was in a
{hort Time defirous of bemﬂr admitted to"
“the Table, Wthh was admlmﬁered to him
and his Fellow-Sufferer, together with fome
other Prifoners, the Sunday before their

Execution, and at his particular Requeﬁ:
repeated on the Mondqy.

The Bchaviour of Hawke was rather
upon the referve after the Warrant came
down, nor was he fo ingenuous and ©open

;tn his Confefﬁons as before ; ; and when
ot
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any Queftions were put to him, relative
to Robberies committed; not fo willing
to give a fatisfactory Account. I had more
than once afked him about the Robbery
which ~the Sheriff of Aylfbury requefted
- me to do, in the Cafe of Milfom. He ap-
pealed to the Authenticicy of what he had
before aflerted to a Fellow-Prifoner, who
had heard Robinfon, that died in the Cells
of Newgate, declare that he, together with
Field and another, committed the Robbery
~on Mr. Lucas of Aylfbury, for which the
aforefaid Milfom fuffered innocently, -

- Tue Night before his Execution, at the
Defire of a Gentleman of Hi/lingden, near .
Uxbridze, who had been robbed by him in
November laft, near his Park Wall, I afked
him, after fhewing him the Gentleman’s

Note, in which the Particulars were de-
{cribed, whether or no he was the Man.

He replied with-a Smile, /7y do they afk

Juch foolifh Things. However at laft he
~ declared himfelf to have been the Man,
. though he knew not the Gentleman’s Name,
There was a remarkable Circumflance in
' .the Rob.}ely of the Highwayman’s drop-

in g
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ping a Gumea, which was mentioned to
him, and he remembered it.

I Lixewise afked him, if he thould be
fo forcunate to have his Sentence exchang’d,
would he be willing to make Reftitution
to the Perfons whom he had injured. He
seplied, He would, if ke left bimfelf wholly
deftitute.

THE Scene of parting with his Wife
and youngeft Child, about Five Months
Old, was fo extremely affeCting as to force
Tears from almoft every Spe&tator.

The Morning of Execution.

AsouT Seven in the Morning the Pri-
foners were brought out of their Cells,
and after having their Irons loofened and a
little Refrefhment they accompanied me to
Chapel, where, at the particular Requeft
of Hawke, very few were admitted. They
joined with me ferioufly and devoutly in
Prayer, and likewife participated of the
Loro’s Supper. After a fhort Converfaticn,

Notice being fent that the Sheriffs Officers
were
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t were below, and waited for them, they

went down, and were made ready for
Execution,

WHILST they were preparing, ones
appeared much aftected, Hawke perceiving
it, {aid to him, Sir, Don'¢t mind this. When
he himfelf was bound he uttered the fol-
lowing Expreflion, That wbat be was
about to fuffer, was nothing to thofe Suf=
ferings CHRIST underwent for him.

AsouT Nine they were put into the
Cart, and conducted to Tyburn through a
vaft Concour{e of People. At the awful
Tree they appeared perfeétly compofed,
and when I afked them 7f zhey acénawledged
the Jufirce of their Sentence, they returned
for Anfwer, They did. fones faid, It was
what be bad deferved, He delivered a Letter
to me for a Friend, the Purport of which
was o take care of bis Burial, and forgive
the Debt of a young Man, which be bad
.made over'to bim, as he thought it would
$c a charitable A,

AFTER
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