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*" Often.kas the Public had occafion to appland Mr. Erfeine's
ﬁ: 15 in the caufe of LIBERTY and PAINE, when Paine awas
the friend of Liberty and Good Order—now that he has bes
come the enemy of Revelation, and bhas tarnifbed bis fame
by an infamous apofiacy, Mr. Erfkine is no longer bis advocate,
and brings his unvival’d talents in fupport of CHRISTIANITY
—The fincere Religionift, the. pure Moraliff, and the good
Citizen, awill rejoice to fee this great Orator fiding with the
caufe of RELIGION, and, awith all the powers of a decp
Judgment, a rgﬁrfd smagination, * and an irvefyflible eloquende,
Succef[sfully flemming the mifchievous i torrent gf Errar, Impzefy,;
and Infidelity.




COURT OF KING* BENCH,
W'EST]‘JINSTER, . ?ULT' 24, 17?7. |
BEFORE LORD KENYON AND ‘A SPECIAL JURY,

The King v. WILLIAMS, “bes o

FOR. PUBLISHING PAINE'S AGE OF REASON,

(ON.THE PART OF THE PROSECUTION,)
MR: ERSKINE’S SPEECH,

« GENTLEMEN OF THE JURY,

* @ rEYHE charge of Blafphemy, which is put upon the reeord againft:
the printerof this publication, 1s not an accufation of the fervants
of the Crown,™ but comes before you fan&ioned by the oaths of a Grand
Jury of the Country. It flood for trial upon a former day; but it
happening, as it frequently dces, without any imputation to the Gen-
tlemen named in the pannel, that a fufficient number did not appear
to conititute a full Specml Jury, I thought it:my duty. to withdraw
the caufe from trial, till I could have the opportunity which:is now:
open to me of addreffing myfelf to you, who were originally appointed
to try it. I purfued this courfe, however, from no jealoufy of the
Common Juries, appoiuted by the laws for the ordinary fervice of the
Court, fince my whole life has been one continued experience of their
virtues 3 but becaufe I thought it of great importance, that thofe, who
were to decide upon-a caufe fo very momentous to the public, thould
have the higheft poflible qualifications for the decifion.” That they
fhould not only be men capable, from their education, of forming an
enlightened ]udgment, but that their fituations fhould be fuch as to
bring them within the full view of their enlightened Country, to
Wthh in chara@er and in eftimation, they were in thmr own turns to

be ref ponﬁble.

% The profecution was promoted by the * Society for the difcouraging of Vice,
and the promoting of Virtue”—A fimilar inftitution has lately been fet on foot

in Dublin.— Quere, Would fuch a Socwty be ufgful . m Pbuaﬁdel‘phla?
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¢ Not having the honour, Gentlemen, to be fworn for the King,
as one of his Counfel, it has fallen much oftener to my lot to defend
indi¢tments for libels, than to aflilt in the profecution of them. But I
feel na embarrafiment from that recolleétion 3 fince I fhall not be found
to-day to exPrefs a {entiment, or to utter an exprefiion, nconfiftent
with thofe invaluable principles for which I have uniformly contended
in the defence of others. Nothing that I have ever faid, either pro-
feflionally or perfonally, for the Liberty of the Prefs, do I mean to deny,
to contradict, or counteract. On the contrary, I defire to preface the
difcourfe I have to make to you with reminding you, that it is your
moft folemn duty to take care it fuffers no injury in your hands. A
free and unlicenfed prefs (in the juft and legal fenfe of the expreffion)
has led to all the bleflings, both of Religion and Government, which
Great Britain, or any part of the world at this moment enjoys, and
18 caloulated ftill farther to advance mankind to higher degrees of
civilization and happinefs. But this freedom, like every other, muit
be limited to be enjoyed, and, like every human advantage, may be
defeated by its abufe.

« Gentlemen, the defendant flands indi&ed for having publifhed
this book, which I have only read from the obligations of profeflional
duty, and which I rofe, from the reading -of, with aftonifhment and
difguft.  Standing here, with all the privileges belonging to the
hlgheﬂ Council for the Crown, I fhall be entitled ta reply to any
defence that fhall be made for the publication. T fhall wait with pa-
tience til I hearit. Indeed, it I were to anticipate the defence which
I hearand read of, it would be defaming, by anticipation, the learned
Counifel who 1 18 to make it. For, if I am to colleé&t it, even from a
formal notice given to the profecutors in the courfe of the proceedings,
I have to expe&, that, inftead of a defence conduéted according to
the rules and plm(:lples of Englith law and juftice, the fuunaatmn of
all our laws, and the fanétions of all our juftice, are to be ftruck at and
mfulted—What 1s the force of that jurifdiétion which enables the
Court to fit m judgment :—What but the Qath which his Lordfhip,
as well as yourfelves, have {worn upon the Gofpel to fullil. Yet in
the King’s Court, where his Majeity 1s himfelf 'llf{) fworn to adminifter
the jultice of England, in the King’s Court, who receives his high
'authmity under a folemn Oath to maintain the Chriffian Religion,
as it is promulgated by God in the Holy Scriptures, I am neverthelefs
calied upon, as Counlel for the profecution, to produce a certain book
delcribed  in the incictment to be the Holy Bible. No man deferves
to be upon the Rolls of the Court, who dares, as an Attorney, to put
his name to {uch a notice. It is an infult to the authority and dignity
of the Court of which he is an officer; fince it feems to call in quef-
tion the very foundations of its jurildi¢tion. = It this 1s to be the
fpmt and temper of the defence if, as 1 colleét from that array of
books which ave fpread upon the bt:nches behind me, this publication
is to be vindicated by an attack of all the truths which the Chriftian
Relizion promulgates to mankind, let it be remembered that fuch an
argument was neither fuggefted nor jultified by any thing faid by me
on the part of the Pr@fecutmn. In this flage of the prac‘efdmg&, I fhall

call-
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call for reverence to the facred Scriptures, not from their merits, un-
bounded as they are, but from their authority in a Chrillian Country; .
not from the obligations of Conlcience, but from the rules of Taw.
For my own part, Gentlemen, I have been ever deeply devoted to the
truths ot Chriltianity, and my firm belief in the Holy Gofpel is by no
means owing to the prejudices of education (though I was religioufly
educated by the beit of parents), but arifes from the fullelt and méit
continued reflettions of my riper years and vaderftanding. It forms
at this moment, the great confolation of a life, which, as a thadow,
muft pals away ; and, without it, indeced, I fhould confider my long
courfe of health and profperity (perhaps too long and uninterropted
to be good for any man) only as the dutt which the wind {catters, and
rather as a fnare thanas a blefing.  Much, however, as I wilh to {up-
port the authority of Scripture, from a reafoned confideration of it, 1
fhall reprefs that fubje@ for the prefent.  But, if the defence fhall be
as I have fufpeéted, to bring them at all into argument or queftion, X
fhall then fulfil a duty which I owe not only to the Court, as Counfel
for the Profecution, but to the Public, to ftate what 1 feel and know |
concerning the evidences of that Religion which' is reviled without
being examined, and denied without being underftood.

- * 1 am well aware that by the communications of a Free Prefs, all
the errors of mankind, from age to age, have been diffipated and
difpelled, and I recolle@ that the world, urder the banners of reformed
Chriftianity, has ftruggled through perfecution to the noble eminence
on which it flands at this moment, thedding the bleflings of Humanity
and Science upon the nations of the earth. It may be alked, by what
means the Reformation would have been efie€ted, if the books of the
Retormers had been tupprefled, and the errors of condemned and ex-
ploded. fuperftitions had been fupported as unqueftionable by the State,
founded upon thofe very fuperftitions tormerly, as it is at prefent upon
the doftrines of the Litablifhed Church? Or how, upon fuch prin-
ciples, any reformation, civil or religious, can in future be effeCled —
1The folution 1s eafy—Let us examine what are the genuine principles
of the Liberty of the Prefs, as they regard writings upon general {ub-
jects, unconnected with the perfonal reputations of private men, which
are wholly foreign to the prefent inquiry. They are full of implicity,
and are brought as near perfection, by the Law of En glaud, as perhapg
18 confiftent with any of the frail mftitutions of mankind. ‘ g

“ Although every community muft eftablifh {upreme authorities,
founded upon fixed principles, and muft give high powers to Magii-

trates to admunifter laws for the prefervation of the Government iticlf, .
and for the fecurity of thofe who are to be protected by it; yet, as
infallibility and perfection belong neither to human eftablifhments, nor
to human individuals, it ought to be the policy of all free eftablif.
ments, as it 18 moft peculiarly the principle of our own Confliiution,
to permit the moft unbounded freedom of difcuffion, even by detedling
errors 1n the Conftitution or Adminiftration of the very Government
ipfelf, fo as that decorum is obferved, which every otate muft exadt
fiom 1ts {ubjects, and which impofes no reftvaint upon any intelleGual
compoiition, fairly, honeltl}r, and decently, addrefled 10 the confeiences

aud
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and u'nderft'mc.lirifrs of men. Upon this pTIﬂCIPLE, I have an unqu: £
tionable right ('1 right which the beit fubjeéts have exermfed) t0 €Xw=

amine the principles and ftru€ture of the Conﬁttution, and, by fait .
manly realoning, to queftion the pia&:ce of its adminiftrators. 1 have

ught to confider and to point out errors in the one or in the other;

and not merely to reafon upon their exlf’cence, but to confider the
means of therr reformation, By fuch free, well- mtentwned modelt,
and dignified communication of fent:r wnts -and opinions, all nations
have been gradually mmproved, and milder laws and pure religions havc
been eftablithed. 'The fame principles, which vindicate civil contens

3

tions houeltly direfted, extend their prote&mn to the fhary ucﬁ can—_

. troverfies on rely gious f'uths ‘This rational and ltgal ceuiie of Im-a

provement was rfcwrmzed and ratifiecd by Lord Kenyon, as thé Law
nt Eongland, 11 a late trial at Guildh a]l when he looked back With

gratltude to the labours of the Reformurq, as the fountains of our re=

ligious emancipation, and of the civil bleflings that followed i in, their,
whaii. The Hoghth Conflitution, indeed, dms nct ftop fhert in the
toleration of veligious gpinions, but llbt:rallv extends it to pra&izce. It
pLrmits every man, EVEN PUBLICLY, to worlhip God ch.orfﬁmg to .
his own. confcience, though in marked diilent from the national Efta-’

biilhment, {o as he T_)I‘(;Ft:ﬁﬁ* the general Faiih, which is the fanéion cf

all our moral daties, and the only pledge of our fubmiffion to the {yftem

which conftitutes a State. Is not this {yltem of freedom of contro-

verly, and frecdom of worfhip, {ufficient for all the purpofes of human

happinefs and improvenent 2= Ard will it be neceflary fo. either, that

the Law fhould kold out indemnity to thofe who wholly abjure and

* revile the Government of their Country, or the Religion on which,

it relts for us foundation ?
- ¢ T expelt to hear, in anfwer to what I am now faying, much that

will {mwd me. My learned Friend, fvom the difficulties of liis fituas

tion, wiich I know, trom experience, how to feel for very fincercly,

may be driven to advance propofitions which it may be my duty with
much freedom, to reply to; and the Law will {anction that freudmn.‘

But will not the ends of Juftice he cumplLtc]y anfwered by that right,

to point out the errors of his difcourfe in terms that are decent, zmd _*
galculated to expole Its defells ; or will any argument fuifer, or will

phblic juftice be impeded, becaufe neither private honour and juftice,
nor public decorum, would endure my telling my very learned Friend,

that he was a fool, a har, and a fcoundrel, in the face of the Court,.,
‘becaunfe I differed from him in argument or opinion ? This is juft the
dilin@ion between a book of free legal controver{y, and the beok
which I am arraigning before you. Every man has a legal right to.

mveﬂ:urate, with modefly and decency, controverfial potnts OF the Chrif-
tian rel"glon s but, no man, confiftently with alaw, which only exifts
under 1Its fan&:ons, has a right not only broadly to deny its very
exiftence, but to pour forth a fhocking.and infulting inveliive, which
the loweft eftablifhments, in the gradations of civil authority, ought
not to be pe: mitted to fuffer, and which foﬂn would be borne down
by infolence and difobedience, if they did.

¢ The fame principle pervadles the wheole fyftem of the La"ﬂ not
ko | | merd
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fierely in its abftra® theory, but in its-daily and moft applauded

practice.—~The 1atercourfe between the fexes, and which, properly
refrumted, not only continues, but humanizes and adorns our natures,
is the foundation of all the thoufand romances, plays ang novels, which

.are in the hands of every body. Some of them lead to the confirma-
‘tion of every virtuous pr'"mple 3 others, though with the fame pro-

feflion, addrels the imasination in a manner to lead the pafiions inte

~dangerous exce {ies. Bat, though the liaw does not nicely diferimi-
‘nat- the various {hades which di ’mgmﬂl thefe works from one another,

{0 as that it fuffers many to pafs, through its liberal fpirit, that upen

principle might be fuppte{ﬁ'd wauld it or does 1t tolerate, or does any

decent man contewd that 1t oumt to pafs bv unpum‘hed libels of the

~mo't fhamelefs obfcemty, mamh{Hy pointed to debauch innocence, and

to blalt and poifon the morals of the rifing generation T his is only
another 1‘1uf’[.1d ion-to demondtrate the obvious diltinétion between the
works of an author, who faicly exercifes the powers of his mind, in

fnveftizating do@rinal points in the religion of any country, and him
‘who attacks the rauonal exiftence of every religion, and brands with

abfurdity and folly the ftate which fanétions, and the obedient tools
who cheriih, the delulion. But this publication appears to me to be
as mifchievous and cruel in its probable effe@s, " as it is manifeitly illegal
in its principles; becaufe 1t ftrikes at the beft, fometimes, alas! the
only refuge, and confolation amidft the dlf’creﬂ'es and aflli&tions of the
world.  The poorand humble, whom it affets to pity, may be ftabbed

to the heart by it. 'T'hey have more occafion for firm hopes beyond
.the grave, than thofe who have greater comforts to render life delightful.
I can conceive a diftreffed, but virtuous, man, furrounded by chlldren,
looking up to him for bread when he has none to give them, finking
‘under the laft day’s labour, and unequal to the next, yet ftill looking

up with confidence to the hour when all tears fhall be wiped from the
eyes of affli®tion; bearing the burden laid upon him by a mvﬁmous

‘Providence which he adores, and looking forward with exultation t

the revealed promifes of his Creator, when he fhall be greater than the
gt‘eateﬁ and happier than the happieft of mankind. What a L‘langc&

“in fuch a mind might be wrou ght by fich a mercilefs publication ?—
| Gentlemen, whether thefe remcuks are the over-charged declamations

f anaccufing Counfel; or the jult refleétions of a man ansious for the

;gubllc freedom, which 1s belt {ecured by the morals of a nation, will

beft {ettled by an-appeal to the paﬁ}wts in the work, that are fe-

leéted by the indi@ment for your confideration and judgment. You
~are at liberty to connect them with every context and ﬁ.quel and to

beftow upon them the mildelt interpretation—=[Here Mr. Erjtine read
and commented upon [feveral of the felecled paflages, and then proceeded as
ﬁ:lotwm ]

Gentlemen, i1t would be ufdlefs and difgufting to enumerate the other
pa{Tafres within the fcope of the indiéiment. How any man can ra-
“tionally vindicate the publication of fuch a book, in a country where
_the Chriftian Religion is the very foundation of the law of the lard,
am totally at a lofs to conceive, and have no ideas for the difcuilion of i

How is a tribunal, whofc wholf.: junfdufhan is founded upon the fo-
* lemin
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“lemn belief and pradtice of what is denied as falfehood, and reprobated
as impiety, to deal with fuch an anomolous defence? Upon what prin-
ciple is it even cffered to the Court, whofe authority is contemned and
mocked at ¢ If the Religion, propofed to be called in queftion, isnot
previouily adopted 1n belief, and folemnly ated upon, what authority
" has the Court to pafs any judgment at all of acquittal or condemnation ?
Why am I now, or upon any other occalion, to fubmit to your Lord-
fhip’s duthority ! Why am 1 now, or atany time, to addrefs twelve of
my equals, as I am now addrefling you, withreverence and fubmiffion ?
Under what fanétion are the witnefles to give their evidence, without
which there can be no trial ¢ Under what obligations can I call upon
you, the jury, reprefenting your country, to adminifter juftice /=
Surely upon no other than that you are {fworn to adminifter 1t under
the oaths you have taken. The whole judicial fabric,  from the King’s
fovereign authority to the lowelt office of magiftracy, has no other
foundation. 'The whole 1s built, both in form and {ubftance, upon the
fame oath of every one of its minifters, to do juftice, ¢ as Gob
SHALL HELP THEM HEREAFTER.”’—~What God ! and what hereafter ?
That God, undoubtedly, who has commanded Kings to rule, and
judges to decree with juflice; who has faid to witnefles, not by the
voice of Nature, but in revealed Commandments,  THOU SHALT NOT
BELAR FALSE TESTIMONY AGAINST THY NEIGHBOUR 3’ and who has
enforced obedience to them by the revelation of the unutterable bleflings
which fhall attend their obfervances, and the awful punifhments which
*fhall await upon their tranfgreflions. |

¢ But it feems this courfe of reafon, and the tithe and the perfon are
at laft arrived, that are to diffipate the errors which have overfpread
the palt generations of ignorance !~The believers in Chriftianity are
many, but it belongs to the few that are wife to corre¢t their credulity !
Belief 1s an a&t of reafon 3 and fuperior reafon may therefore diftate to
the weak.—1In running the mind along the long lift of fincere and
devout Chriftians, I cannot help lamenting that Newton had not lived
to this day, to have had his fhallownefs filled up with this new flood
of lizht.—DBut the fubject 15 too awful for irony. 1 will fpeak plainly
and dire&tly. Newton was a Chriftian !—Newton, whofe mind burit
forth from the fetters calt by nature upon our finite conceptions :—
Newton, whofe fcience was truth, and the foundation of whofe
knowledge of it was philofophy. Not thofe vifionary and arrogant
affumptions which too often ufurp its name, but philofophy refting
upon the bafis of mathematics, which, hike figures, cannot lie.—
Newton, who carried the line and rule to the utmoft barriers of
creation, and explored the principles by which, no doubt, all created
‘matter is held together and exifts. But this extraordinary man, In
the mighty reach of his mind, overlooked, perhaps, the errors, which
a minuter inveftigation of the created things on this earth might have
taught him, of the eflence of his Creator. What fhall then be {aid
of the great Mr. Boyle, who looked into the organic ftructure of all
natter, even to the brute inanimate fubftances which the foot treads
on. Such a man may be {uppofed to have been equally qualified with

M. Paine; to *¢ look through Nature, up to Nature’s God.'”” “¥et
| the
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the tefult of all Ais cortemplation was the moft confirmed and devout
belief in :all which the other holds in contempt as defpicable and
drivelling fuperftition.—DBut this error, might, perhaps, atiie from a
w:nt of due attention to the foundations of human judgment, ard
the ftruture of that underftanding which God has given us for the
inveftigation of truth.——Let that queftion be anfwered by Mr. Locke,
who was to the higheft pitch of devotion and adoration a Chriftian.
Mr. Locke, who'c ofice was to dete® the errors of thinking, by
going up to the fountains of thought, and to dire&t into the proper
track of reafoning the devious mind of man, by fhewing him its whole
proce’s, from the firft perceptions of {enfe, to the laft conclufions of
ratiocination ; putting a rein befides upon falfe opinion, by pratical
rules for the conduct of human judgment. |

¢ But thefe men were only deep thinkers, and lived in their
clofets, unaccuftomed to the traffic of the world, and to the laws
which praétically regulate mankind. Gentlemen,, 1n the place
where you now fit to adminifter the juftice of this great country,
above a century ago the never-to-be-forgotten Sir Mathew Hale pre-
fided, whole faith in Chriftianity is an exalted commentary upon its
truth and reafon, and whofe life was a glorious example of its fruits in
man ; adminiftering human juftice with a wifdom and purity drawn
from the pure fountain of the Chriftian difpenfation, which has been,
and will be, in all ages, a {ubjett of the highelt reverence and admi-
1ation. But 1t is faid by Mr. Paine, that the Chriftian fable is but
the tale of the more ancient fuperftitions of the world, and may be
cafily detected by a proper underftanding of the mythologies of the
Heathens. Did Miiton underftand thofe mythologies *—Was Ae
lefs verfed than Mr. Paine in the fuperftitions of the world ?—No
they were the fubjet of his immortal fong ; and though fhut out from
all recurrence to them, he poured them forth from the ftores of a
memory rich with all that man ever knew, and laid them in their
order as the illuftration of that real and exalted faith, the unqueftionable

fource of that fervid genius, which caft a fort of fhade upon all the
oiher works of man

He pafs’d the bounds of flaming {pace,
- Where Angels tremble while they gaze ;

He faw, till, blafted with excefls of light,
He clos’d his eyes in endlefs night !

But it was the light of the sopr only that was extinguifhed ; ¢ the
celeltial light fhone inward,”” and enabled him to ¢ juftify the ways
of God to man.”? The refult of his thinking was neverthelefs
not the fame as the author’s. The myflerious incarnation of our
Blefled Saviour (which this work blafphemes in words fo wholly unfit
for the mouth of a Chriftian, or for the ear of a Court of Juftice,
that I dare not and will not give them utterance), Milton made the
grand conc'ufion of Paradife Lofl, the reft of his- finifhed labours,
and the ultimate hope, expe&tation, and glory of the world:

B AV Irgin
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The power of the Moft High: he fhall afeend

The thrne heredltvy, and bound his reign
With carth’s wide bounds, his gim;r with the Heav’ns.

o The immortal poet having thus put into the mouth of the Angel
the prophecy -of man’s redemption, follows 1t with that folemn and
bmuufvl admonition, addrefled in the Poem to our great Firit Parent,
but intended as an addrefs to his polterity through all generations :

This havzng learn’d, thou haft attain’d the fum
"Of wifdom: hope no h;gher, thou h all the ftars
Thou knew’lt by name, and all th® ethereel pow’rs,
Al fecrets of the deep all Nature’s works,
'O- works of Gad in Heav’n, air, earth, or {ea,

And all the riches of this world enjoy’ft,

And all the rule one empire; only add

Deeds to thy knnwlcdge anfwerable, add faith

£dd virtue, patience, temperance, add love,
Fy name to come ‘cal’d Clarity, the foul’

1' all the reft ; then wilt thou not be loth
To leave thls Paradlfe, but fhalt poﬁ%fa %
A Paradile within thee happler far.

¢« Thye YO find ﬁH that'is fr'rEat, or wife, or. fpide or illulty ?ons,
amongit crmted bnan, all the minds gifted beyond ordmary nature;
if not infpired by its Univerfal Author for the advancement and
dignity of the world, though divided by diftant zges, and by the
clalhing op 101008 dlﬂmgmfmng them fro:v ‘one another, yet joining,
-as 1t 'were, in one {ubl lime chorus to celebrate the truths of Chriftianity,
‘and laying upon its Loly allars the never-fading offerings f their
_lm nortal wifdom.
¢« Againft all this toncurring teftimony, twe! find- fullZenly, from
Mr. Paine, that the Bible teaches nothing but ** lies,” obfcenity,
cruelty, and injuftice.” Had he ever read Otir Saviour’s Sermon on
the Mount ?---Again(t all this concurring teftimony, we fisd fuddenly,
from this publication, that the Bible teaches nothing but lies, ob-
{cenity, cruelty, and-mjuftice !—Had the author or publither ever
‘réad 'the Sermon of €hriff upon ‘the Mount, i which the ‘great principles
of our faith and duty are {ummed up?--Let us'all' but read and prac-
‘tice ity and lies, obfcenity, cruelty, and mjuﬁlce, and aH human
wickednefs; would be banifhed from the world.
SE Gentlemen, thereis but one confideration more, which' I cannot
pofﬁbly omit, becaufe 1 confefs it affe@ts me very deeply. Mr. Paine
“has written largely on public leerty and Government 3 and his laft
performance has, on that account; been more widely circulated, and
prmmpally among thofe who attached themfelves from prlnuple to
his
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his former works. *his circumitance renders a puf)litz attack.upon ajf
revealed Religion, from fuch a writer, infinitely move dangerous,
The religious and moral fenfs of the people of Great-Britain, 15 the
oreat anchor which alone can hold the veflel of the State amidlt the
ftorms which agitate the world ;. and if 1 cowd believe, for a moment,
that the mafs of the people were to be debauched from the principles
of Religion, which forms the true bafis of that humanity, charity, and
benevolence, that has been fo long the national charalteriitic, inftead
of mixing myfelf, a; 1 fometimes have done, in political reformations,
I would rather retire to the uttermoft corners of the earth to avoid
their agitation ; and would bear not only the imperfeétions and abufes
complained of in our own wife eftablithment, but even the worft
government that ever exifted in the world, rather than go to the work
of reformation with a multitude fet free from all the charities of
Chriftianity, whohad no fenfe of God’s exiftence but from Mr. Paine’s
Obfervation of Nature, which the mafs of mankind have no leifure
to contemplate; nor any belief of future rewards and punmfhments to
animate the good in the glorious purfuit of. human happinefs, por to
deter the wicked from deltroying it even n its birth, But I know the
people of England better. 'They are a rehgious people; and, with
the blefling of God, as far as.it is in my power, I will'lend my aid to
keep them fo. I have no objetions to the freelt and moft extended
difcuffions upon do&rinal points of the Chriléan Religion ; and, zhough
the law of England does not permit it, I do not dread the reafoned argus
ments of Deifts againft the exiftence of Chriltianity itielf, becaufe, as
was faid by its Divine Auther, if it 1s of God, 1t will ftand.” An in-
telleétual book, however erroneous, addrefled to the muellectual world
upon fo profound and complicated a fubject, can never work the mil-
chief which this indi¢tment 1s calculated to reprefs. Such works will
only employ the minds of men enlightened by ftudy to a deeper invel-
tigration of a fubje&t well worthy of their deepeft and continued contema
plation.  'The powers of the mind are given for human improvement in-
the progrefs of human exiftence. The changes produced by fuch re-
ciprocations of lights and intelligences are certain 1n thewr progreflions,
and make their way imperceptibly, as conviftion comes.upon the world,
by the final and irrefiltible power of truth, If Chriftiamity be founded
1 faifehood, Iat us become Deifis in this manner, and I am contented.
But this book hath no fuch objet and no fuch capacity ; it preients no
argum-<nts to the wife and enlightened. On the contrary, it treats the
faith and opinions of the wifelt with the moft thocking contempt, and
{tirs up men without the advantages of learning or {ober thinking to a
total difbelief of every thing hitherto held facred, and, confequently, to
a rejection of all the laws and ordinances of the State, which ftand
only upon the affumption of their truth.
¢ Geuntlemen, I cannot conclude without exprefling the deepelt regret
at all attacks upon the Chniltian Religion by authors wha profeis to
‘promote the cwil liberties of the world. For, under what other auf-
pices than Chriftianity have the loft and fubverted liberties of mankind
in former ages been re-aflerted i—By what zeal, but the warm zeal
~of devout Chriftians, bave Englifh lLiberties been redeemed and conie-
| | grated ¢
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crated *—Under what other fan@ions, even in our own days, have li-’
berty and happinefs been-extending and {preading to the uttermoft
corners of the earth /—What work ' of civilization, what common-
wealth of greatnefs, has this bald religion of Nature ever eftabhifhed 2
~~We {ee, on the contrary, the nations that have no other light than
that of Nature to dire& them {unk in barbarifm or {laves to arbitrary.
Governments . whilft, fince the Chriftian zra, the great career of the
world has been flowly, but clearly, advancing lighter at every ftep,
from the awful prophecies of the Gofpel, and leading, [ truft, in the
end, to univerfal and eternal happinels. Iach generation of mankind
gari fee but a few revolving links of this mighty and myfterious chain ;
but, by doing our {everal duties in our allotted f{tations, we aie f{ure
that we are fulfilling the purpofes of our eXIﬂ:t‘IlC&—-YOU, I truft, will
fulfil yours this day %"
" A Mr. Flemmg, one of the Clerks of th: Bank was the only wit-
nels called on the part of the profecution. He aid he purchafed the
book in queftion of the Defendant, at his ﬂmp, on the 7th of February
laft.
"~ The Norice, which Mr. Erfkine mentioned in his {peech was here
read, and Mr. John N[artm, the Atterney for the Defendant, readily
admitted that he had fent it thole who were concerned for the profe-
cution, | £
Mr Kyd made a very mgentons fpcech for the Demndan He {aid

he would endeavour to diﬁ.,hewe the duty which he owed to his client,
1n a manner that was mrﬁ{hnt w'th the dignity of that Court, and
with that décency and folemnity which he felt belonged to the {fubjeét.

The queftion was, Whether the Author, when he wrote this book, felt
as he wrote, and expreffed himfelf as he felt 2—Ie humbly fubmitted,
that the inferences, which Mr. Paine had drawn from the plemlfcs,
were fuch as he might have drawn with a fair and honeft intention.
Whether tho inferences were juft or not was atotally difierent queftion.
But, if his Lordfhip and the Gentlemen of the Jury could difcover no
wicked or malicious intent, they would not punith a man for a mere
error in judgment. If the Jury could colle€t no wicked intention in
the author from reading the whole of this performance, he contended
he was completely protected under the right which he and every other -
man had to exercife the powers of his mind in difcufing any contro-
verfial points of religion. « Suppofing then the book had been written
innocently, . he n’li'{:ll* infer, as agf:neral propofition, that it was alfo
publifhed with an innocent intention. At the fame time he admitted,
-that what was fo written might be publifhed from a malicions motive,
for which the publither would be amenable to the laws of his country.

The learned Counfel next fele€ted feveral pafiages from this perfor-
mance, to thew, that the Author felt the moeft profound reverence and
veneration for the Supreme Being, and denied the truth of Revelation
only becaufe he could not reconcile it to the character and attvibutes of
the Deity. It was ftated in that publication, that the law of Nature
wag engraven on every man’s heart, and that he might clearly colle&

the knowledge of that duty which he owed to his Creator from a con-
templation of his works. Mr. Kyd next endeavoured to _]uﬂllf]'y the
Bl charges
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charges made upon the Bible by the Author by a variety of paffages.
which he fele@ed, but which at the defire of his Lordfhip and the
Jury, he did not read, but only referred to them, and contended, that
if thefe paflages were found in any other book they would be confidered
as indecent and immoral, e appealed to the writings of Dr, Lardner,
Dr. Bently, and other eminent Divines, in {upport of the right of free
difcuflion upon all fubjefts of a controverfial nature. He then fpoke
in {evere terms of this profecution, which, he faid, would never have
been inftituted had it not been for Bilhop WaTtsonN’s Arorocy,
which had been very widely circulated, and had excited a curiofity to
read the book to which it was an aniwer ; and to gratify that public
curiofity it was, that this book, which he believed had been firft pub-
lithed at Paris, was afterwards publifhed in this country. Mr, Kyd
infifted, at great length, upon the freedom of inquiry and a free prefs,
and gave the Reformation and Revolution as two inftances of: the
ineftimable bleflings which had refulted from them to this country. |
. Mr. Erfkine made a moft eloquent reply. He faid, he was bound
in refpeét to his Liearned Friend, as a member of a moft honourable
profeflion, to fuppofe that he was placed in a very irkfome fituation,
to be called on for a defence o exceedingly difhicult to make, and fo ex-
tremely” delicate to manage, without violating that common decency
that was due to a Court of Juftice. e could not theréfore help con-
fidering him as entitled to a confiderable degree of indulgence. Mr.
Erfkine here adverted to {everal of the paflages {eleéted from the Old
''eftament by Mr. Kyd, and explained the reafon of their introduction
into the facred Writings. The hiftory of man, he faid, was the
hiftory of man’s vices and paffions, which could not be cenfured with-
out adverting to their exiftence ; and many of the inftances that had
been referred to were recorded as memorable warnings and examples
for the inftruétion of mankind. Mr. E. next entered moft forcibly
and deeply into the evidences of Chritianity, particularly thofe that
were founded on that fupendous {cheme of Prophecy, which formed one
of the moft unanfwerable arguments for the truth of the Chriftian
religion, ¢ It was not,”” he faid, ¢ the purpofe of God to defiroy
free agency by overpowering the human mind with the irrefiftible light
and conviction of Revelation, but to leave men to colleét its truths, as
they were gradually illuftrated in the accomplifhment of the divine
promifes of the Gofpel.”” Dred, as he was, to the confideration of
evidencs, he declared he confidered the prophecy concerning the def-
truction of the Jewith nation, if there was nothing elfe to fupport
Chriltianity, abfolutely wrrefiftible. ~ The divifion of the Jews into
tribes, to preferve the genealogy of Chrift ; the diftinction of the tribe '
of Judah, from which he was to come ; the lofs of that diftin&ion when
that end was accomplifhed ; the predi€ted departure of the {ceptre from
Ifrael 5 the deftrution of the Temple of Jerufalem, which imperial
munificence in vain attempted to rebuild to dilgrace the prophecy ; the
difperfion of this nation over the face of the whole earth ; the {preading
of the Gofpel throughout the world ; the perfecutions of its true
Minifters; and the foretold {uperftitions which for ages had defiled its
worfhip ;—thefe were topics upon which Mr. Erfkine expatiated with

: great
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great cloquence, and produced a moft powerful effe& upon every part .
of the audience. He concluded with a vindication of the authors of
this profecution. He faid, they were men of the higheft charater and
greateft confideration m the country. Many of them were charged
with the offices of Religion; others of them were clothed with the
robes of Magiltracy : moft of them were men of deep learning and
thinking ; and all of them juftly entitled to the thanks of the public for
their noble exertions in the caufe of religion and virtue.

LLORD KENYON’s CHARGE.

« GENTLEMEN OF THE JURY,

“ Being now in pofleflion of all the facts of this cale, and cong
vinced, in my own mind, what conclufion ought to be drawn from
them, I am not fure that it is neceffary to fay any thing at all to you
upon the fubject. Gentlemen, before you proceed to decids on the
merits of this or any other caule, it 13 proper to fee whether the parties
litigating ftand in a fair light before you. I was extremely hurt when
the learned Counfel for the Defendant thought fit to flate to you, with
very confiderable emphafis, and a very determined tone of voice, that
thio was a fcandalous profecution. 1 cannot help wifbing that {fentence
had not been uttered. Who eommenced this profecution I certainly
kunow not. But from what fell from the very learned Counfel who has
jult fat down, I am inclined to {fuppofe it proceeded from a Society of
Gentlemen, inftituted for the moft important of all purpofes, for pre-
ferving the morals of the people ; a fomety compofed of Clergymen and
Laymen of the moft rt_fpt..&ablt charaler in the kingdom, who, feels
ing how the country is overrun with pl’{}ﬂlﬂ‘acy and wickednefs, which
boldly raife their heads in defiance o: the laws of the land, were de-
termined to fee whether, in the firlt place, by admonition and advice,
they could not ftop the torrent of vice and immorality ; and, fecondly,
3f t_hat fhould fail, to try what could be done by punifhment.  If people
with the very beft mtentions, carry on profecutions that are oppreflive,
the end may not always perhaps fan&ify the means. But the manner
in which this profecution has been conduéed is certainly not oppreflive ;
{or, inftead of proceeding in the more expenfive mode, the profecutors

went before 2 Grand fury of the country ; and it was neceffary to ob-
“zain the opinion of that Grand Jury before the party could be put in
procefs.—Gentlemen, we fit here in Chriffian affembly to adminilter
the law of the land ; and I am to take my knowledge of what the law
is from that which has been fan&ioned by a great variety of legal
decifions. I am bound to ftate to you what my predeceffors in Mr.
Wollafton’s Cafe (2 Strange, $34) flated half a century ago in this
Counrt, of which I am an humble member, namely, that the Cbr:ﬂ an
rehglon is part of the law of the land. Chriftianity, rom its earlie’t infti-

tutsen, met with its oppofers. Its profeflors were very foon called upon
to
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to publith their apologies for the doétrines they had embraced. In what
manner they did that, and whether they had the advantage of their
adverfaries, or funk under the fuperiority of their arguments, mankind
for near two thoufand vears have had an opportunity of judging. They
have feen what Julan, Jullin Martyr, and other Abpologiits, have
written, and have been of opinion the argument was in favour of thofe
very publications. The world has been lately favoured with another
apology from a moift learned and refpeftable Prelate, who calls his
work, ¢ An Apology for the Chriftian Religion.”> 1 fhall not decide
between the merits of the one and the other. The publications them-
felves are in the hands of the world ; and I fincerely wifh, in the con-
cluding language of the work to which I have juft referred (I do not
affelt to ule the very words), I fincerely wifh that the author of the
work in queftion may become a partaker of thiat fa th in revealed Reli-
gion which he has fo groflsly defamed, and may be enabled to make
his peace with God for that diforder which he has endeavoured to the
utmott of his power to introduce into {ociety. We have heard to-day,
that the light of Nature and the contemplation of the works of Creation
arc {uflicient, without any other revelation ¢f the Divine Will. So-
crates, Plato, Xenophon, Tully, each of themin their turns, profefled
they wanted other lights; and, knowing and confeffing that God was
good, they took it for granted the time would come when he would
impart a farther revelation of his will to mankind. "T'hough they
walked, as it were, through a cloud darkly, they hoped their pofterity
would almoft fee God face to face. This condition of mankind has
met with reprehenfion to-day. But I fhall not purfue this argument.
Fully impreffed with the great truths of Religion, which, thank God,
I was taught in my early years to believe, and of which the hour of re-
fle¢tion and inquiry, inftead of producing any doubt, has fully con-
firmed me 1n. 1 expected the learned Counlel for the Defendant would
have dilfered the cafe of the Publifher from that of the Author of this
work ; that he would have endeavoured to convince you, that, what-
ever guilt might belong to the Author, nothing was imputable to the
Publifher. He has however, to my utter {furprife, exaltly reverfed the
cafe. e tells you 1t was originally pubiithed at Paris in 1794 ; that
the feelings of the author’s friends were wounded by this work, which
I call a nefarious publication, and that it was in a great meafure for-
gotten ; and you are now called upon to judge of the merits or demerits
of the Publifher, who has brought forth a itill-born work, forgoftten
by every body, till he ventured, in defiance of the verdi&s of mankind
on the author’s political works, to fend it forth among the inhabitants
of this country., Unlefs it was for the moft malignant purpofes, 1
cannot conceive how it was publithed. It is however for you to judge
of 1t, and to do juftice between the Public and the Defendant.”

The Fury inflantly found the Defendant—GuiLTy.



