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The following DECLARATION, was put up
under a [ealed cover, addreffed on the out-
fideto JaMEs CLERK, Efq; Sheriff De-
f)ﬁte, Geo. Square.—/n the infide of
the cover was written the following Let-

ter by Robert Watt t0 bim :
Siw |

"1'ue inclofed papers,~ with another
parcel, containing {undry mifcellaneous
ietters_ and papers, I commit to you; re-
quefting they - inay be tran{mitted to
Principal Baird, and the Re\f. Mr Jones,
to do with thelﬁ as they may find pro-
per. The little emoluments which may
: aﬁ_fe from them, I am perfuaded they
will o1ve i:or Binning who attended me.

M;r watch 'ahd my clothes, and any
little effects T may leave behind me, T
réqueﬁ them to be given to Mr James
Stalkef, at Mr Wilfon’s, baker in 'Crofs-

caufeway, to whom I owe money per

bill ;
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bill ; and to whom I gave a difpofition
to thefe, and other effets, before my

condemnation., I have the honour to

be, | - S
' SIR, |

Your obed. humble Servant,
(Signed) Ros. Wa'TT.

. Edinburgh Caftle, }
064, 14. 1794

o L ]

WE, .Who are referred to in the a-
~ bove letter, and who fubfcribe this note,
do ilereby ATTEST, that the contents of
the following Declaration are tranfcrib-
ed werbatim from the manuicript of Ro-
bert Watt, tranfinitted to us by the

SHERIFF. oz
- GEeo. Bairp.

T. 5. JoNES,.«.



DECLARATION, &

AS the beﬁ. {ervice I can now do to
religion, which I have mJured by the

 unhappy condué which has brought me |
to my prefent unfortunate fituation,— 1
to my Chriftian 'acquaintances, whom
I particularly eﬁeem, and by whofe
company and convetfdtion I have been
both improved and comforted ;—and to
my country, for which I have had more
than ordinary attachment, I fhall give i
general, but concife hiftory of the moft

2% -, S material
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material part of rr;y life ; and difclofe
fully the unfortunate cireﬁmﬁanceg that
have been the caufe of terminating my

life in fuch a melancholy manner, in the

middle of my days.

Having but four days before I am
gbforbed in eternity, I hoPe that what
follows will be received as the truth.—
In the view of {fuch an awful f)rofpe&,
it cannot be fuppofed I can have any

intereft whatever to conceal 1t.

No {ooner 1s the foul feparated from
the body, than fhe 1s difconneéted with
the purﬁiits of mortals, and enters an-
hitherto unknown {cene,—and her pow-
ers of perceptibn and communication
are then enlargéd, in proportion to the
| fubliﬁity and grandure of the objects
| & exhibited
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exhibited to her view. With aftonifh-
ment and prying curiofity, the travels o-
ver the vaft expanfe of the heavenly Je-
‘rufalem, colle¢ting from the moft an-
cient and, intelligent of its inhébitants,
every information they can communi-
cate of the myfteries of providence
and redemption, while fhe feems, as her
klnowledge increaies, to rife in her aC-
:_;:entjs of praife. -

I was influenced by religion when

very young. A reflective fiifcovery of

- the goodnefs of God, in his interpofi-

tion when in very imminent dangers,
and of my ingratitude (I exceeded my
companions in Yyouthful follies, but
~could never bear {wearing), firft led me
o fry formercy. My convictions were
- exceedingly firong; fo that I would in

¥ | the
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the {pace of two hours be three or four
times at prayer, drowned in pemtentlal |
tears. 1 have always found, that my
penitential joy was n p];()portion_ itc: my
contrluon for fin. Fc}f a long {pace Qf
time, I was not a day (1f I remem-
ber right) without aﬂ”urance of a fa-
ving intereft in Chrtﬁ : and at tlmes
my feelmgs and views were more hke’
an heavenly, than an earthly inhabi~
tant. On fuch occafions, 1 had inex-

preflible difcoveries of the infinitude
and holinefs of God, and of my own
vilenefs. I wondered, admired, adored,
lamented, and rejoiced at one and t.h@:,

fame time,

- No fooner did my convictions take.
place, than I was, as 1t were, compelled

to allat._fome particular hours every day

to

¥
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to reading the-Scriptures, meditation,
felf-examination, and ~prayer. Thele
houys I found to be the life of my foul,
ilearned, from experience, "_cha_t faith
muft be the gift of God. That I could
as foon take up my perfonal refidence
- m t};e fun, as truly believe in Chrift,
or fié my heart on him 1n the exercifé
of faith. “'This unbelief and treachery
of heart drew tears of forrow from my

2 e

Though my pleafure in religion wasg
great, my grief from Satanical {uggei-
ﬁc}nSP and a depraved’nature ﬁas-alfo {o.
I was f’uongly tempted to defpalr and,

fulmde but He who keepeth Ifrael pre--

| fervfed me amid{t thefe ftorms.

Religion did no fooner opgrate on
my mind, than I hated the ways of fin,

and
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- and the compaﬁy of the profane ; and '

'~ fought, according to my then know-

ledge, the company of the wife and
good.k | Though my plealure was parti-
cularly in de\{Qtional exercifes, and in

{fuch Company , yet I fpent a great part

~of my time, in boyifh purfuits and plea-

fures, with my fchool-companions; but

in thefe, my devotional frame of mind

never left me,—~and how foon I came

home, I retired by myfelf, and wept q-

ver my vanity of conduct.

Even in fchool,” the thought of my
crucifying the Lord of Glory by fin, of-
ten bathed my eyes in tears, and impel-

Jed me to pray with my head leaning

" on a ta‘ble.'-'-‘—Theffepije of his love, and

the injury done him, produced in mea
seal for the falvation of others—to fuch

a degree, that I eftablithed the worfhip
| of



LaT)
of God in fome families T lodged with,
who never Bad it before.—1I was often
furpriféd to fee the fame effects not pro-
duced on the minds of others in read-
ing the fcriptureé, &c. as on mylelf—
But this arofé from my ignorance of

the fovereignfj of God.

As I advanced in knowledge, my
high enjéyments were the lefs frequent;
and the inftability of my mmd in ex-
ercifes of devotion became more and
more perceptible. Thefe {foul exercifes, |
lefs or more, have'*cantinued with me
amidft grievous t)rovoCations, and fore

backilidings.

- 1 thall now proceed to ftate the éaufé

of my backflidings, {o far as I can trace

them. - |
A re-

]
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A referved dlfPOﬁthﬂ founded onl
pride, feems to have been my conftita-
tional fin—In my earlieft youth it dif-

covered itfelf, b‘y taking pleafure in vex-
If ir;g n'iy gudrdians Whe'n.thﬁeyh crofled
my inclination, 1 was fo much under
 the 1nﬂuence of this bafe paﬁion that
more than once I gave them the great-
“eft alarm and vexation of mind, by con-
cealing myfélf, and previoufly {aying
that T would put an en'd to my life by
perfonal violence ; and enduring fore
perfonal chaftifement ,without difclo-
ﬁng‘any {ecret in&uﬁed to me.

Sometime after I knew the grace of
God, this paffion difappeared; yet it was
not deftroyed—but manifefted itfelf in
oppofition to the inclination of my
friends to fend me abroad. '

My
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My friends propofed to fend me iy
ther to the Eaft or Weft Indies, but re-
fufing to comply on the ground of a
weak conftitution ; but the true motive
with myfelf was a fear of not enjoying
the means of Grace—After which they
propofed to fend me to London ; but
not executing this propofal in the time
I withed (though their delay undoubt-
edly proceeded from the beft of mo-
tives), I refolved to act independently
of them. Accordingly, Icame to Edin-
burgh in the year 1486, where I re-
mained for a confiderable time without
their knéwledge, -and got 1nto buﬁnefs
without their afliftance.—So far was my

vanity gratified.

Here T digrefs, and beg leave to ob-
{ferve, though perhaps it may be unne-
0 5 e ceflary,
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- ceflary, That parents or guardians fhould
be particularly careful to ftudy the rul-
ing pafflions of young perfons under
their charge; and, thould they be fuchas
tend to hurt their morals or blind their
beft judgment, to correct them by time-
ly, proper, Iand-wholefome inf{truction,
But above all things, they fhould ftudy
to learn the inclination of their mind
as to bufinefls, and to put them early to
it. Becaufe fhis will give a full {cope

_to the young mind in the purfuiyi. of for-
tune, in a way confiftent with his pro-
feflion; whereas when not put early to
bufinefs, they are aI;t to {eek after her

=

by indiret methods.

After I began bufinefs on my own
account, I adopted every method that
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my ingenuity could fuggeft, to arrive °

at {fome eminence in Society.

Fo;' one, I ftudied the difpofitions
and ruling paffions of individuals; and,
not having the gift of fpeech equal
with others, It;poke but little when in
company, left I fhould either {peak im-
properly, or hurt the feelings of another

by interruption.

From what I have faid, the reader
will eafily difcern the following paflions
to have born rule in my condudt, vi=.

pride and ambition..

Pride is the fruitful mother of all the
“other irregular paflions—It was the
origin of rebellion in heaven, and the
thunderbolt that hurried Satan into the

B2 bottomlefs
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bottomlefs Pit; and ftript innocent A-
dam of his original purityf. Ever fince,
it more or lefs holds a place in every

human breaft.

It 1s capable of affuming various -
forms—-—At times it aflumes the garb of
humlhty, rigidity, and moderation. But
none can trace its varic;us evolutions {o
well, or difcover its malignity, as the
fincere Chriftian. It may poflibly keep
him company in all his devotional ex-
ercifes; and,even under the {pecious pre-
text of humility, may be apt to drive
him from God, asjudging himfelf un-

Worthy’ of eternal life.

But its influence over me was remark-
able—I could not brook the idea to be

indebted to any perfon for advice, even

1R
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~in difficult and doubtful cafes. T there-
fore very feldom confulted any perfon,
though many confulted me. Had Ia&-
ed the prudent part, I fhould have con-
fulted intelligent and difinterefted men,
previoiuﬂ’y chofen.—The friendfhip and
eﬁekem of {fome {uch I have hadx the ho-

nour to €njoy.

Ambition—Though this paflion be
the off'sprmg of pI‘ldC it 1s to be no
lefs watched againft than its fource. It
blinds our beft judgment by the ap-
pearance of utility, and is apt to drive to

acts of injuftice in the purfuit of the
withed-for obje@; while it is but a dif-
trufting of, and a contending againft
I divine Providence. Influenced by this
bafe paffion, uhder the {femblance of u-
tlity, I was induced to carry on a {e-

cret
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¢ret correfpondence with Mr Dundas

and the Lord Advocate.

-

- This condué, I confefs, was altoge-
ther inconfiftent with the {pirit and de-
ﬁgﬁ of Chriftianity, which requires the
moft unbounded fimplicity, integrity,

and love to my fellow-creatures.

My ﬁllﬁ conne&ion‘with the Friends
of the People was in the year 1791, or
1792. 1 feveral ‘times attended the
Committee which met in Mather’s Ta-
vern; but would never fubfcribe my
name, though repeatedly required to do
it. 'This was the @ra of my correfpon-
dence with Mr Dundas. Two reafons
induced me to this unhappy condudt.
One, a love of the peace of fociety—-Ir *

apprehended, that if they were permit=
ted
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tedto continue their meetings, the public
tranquillity would be interrupted. This
opinion was founded on my ignorance
of the many abufes in the Adminiftra-
tive—the offspring of corruption in the
Legiflative branch of Government. For
when the Legiflative becémes MOre cor-
rupted than the Executive, there is é.n.
end of true liberty.—~And that the peo-
ple had a right to meet and deliberate
on, and to obtain a redrefs of grievan-
ceé.——'I:he othexf reafon, to obtain Mr
Dundas’s favour, that I might the foon-
er arrive at that ftation in {ociety to
which my views were directed. Some
may 1magine that T had perfonal hatred
at fome of thé Friends of the People,

but this was by no means the cafe.
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Mr Dundas withed me to corre{pond
- with the Lord Advdcate, and according-
ly recommended me to him. My cor-
refpondence with him continued to

Auguft or September 1793, when 1t was

difcontinued.

~ My mind being then changed in fa-
vour of Reform, I entered into the
Committees of Union and Ways and
Means*, in order to co-operate with them
to the obtaining of a Reform. Natu-

rally ambitious and enterprifing, I was
{oon the leader of thefe Committees.

By my advice, the Committee of Ways
and Means, or Secret Commltt'ee', was
formed ; and its regulations drawn up
by me. Thefe regulations contained
alfo directions to the Prirﬁary Societies,

and

* Of the Friends of the People..
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4nd to the Committee of Union. The
Circular Letter, though compoféd by Mr
Stoke, was advifed by me. And though
the Addrefs to the Fencibles was not
moved by me, I heartily approved of
it. ~All thefe papers 1 got printed ;
and the whole impreflion was difper{'ed,
but the Addrefs to thei Fencibles, of

which I knew nothing, after printed.'

- "My plans, [ doubt not, would, Whie‘n |
ribe foréxecutibn, be eftfectual. Blood—
thed was what I abhorred from the bot-
tom of my foul; they therefore guard-
ed againft that evil as much as may be.

1 fhall here narrate them.—Other per—
fons, as Archibald Wright,weaver in E-
Craig,Perth‘,Beﬁdes

John Fairley,were fent at different times

dinburgh, and

‘ th_roﬁgh the country, to found the pub-
‘s . lic
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fic mind, and to give inftructions. The
intelligence brought me, from time to
time, by thefe perfons, from every
quarter of the kingdom, was mare and
more favourable: All their inftrutions
were delivered by myfelf—But {uch as
I knew I could fully confide in, their
inftructions went farther than thofe of |
others. Indeed, at the time I was ap-
p]_:ellended, there were but very few
places that information was not recel~
ved from; and there remaingd almoﬁ
nothing to do, for the exe_éutionjof the
- whole, but a vifit to Eﬁgland and Ire-
land, by intelligent and confidential

perfons.

The firlt movement was intended
to be made in Edinburgh, Londen,
and Dublin; while every town through-

out
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out the kingdoms were in readinefs to
aé’c,ﬂ-according to the plan, on the ve-
ry firft notice, which was to be, given

by couriers difpatched by exprefs.

The nature of the plan was’ this—A
body of men, to the number of four or
five thoufand, were to be aflembled in
a place to be fixed on. Thefe were to
be armed with Pikes, Guns, Grenades—
to be properlydivided,with proper lead-
ers. In;egard to Edinburgh, thefe were
to be f)laced at the Gelic Chapel- head
of the \Veﬁ Bow, Tolbooth, or head of
the High Street ,—that when the Cafile
{oldiers came out, they might be fur-
rounded.  In order to prevent blood-
fhed, means were to be ufed to gain
as many of the foldiers as poflible over
320 their fide. The Regiment was to be

LB enticed
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enticed out by companies. Bug, i)reviu
ous to this, the Magiftrates, Lords of |
Jufticiary, Commander in, Chief, and
many others in town to be felected,
were to be apprehended; but tobe treat-
ed, in every refpect, becoming their fta-
tion in life, and detained till the mind
of the enfuing Convention, or rather
Parliament, was known. There was no
intention whatever to put any to death;
but 1f ' found guilty of 0ppre{ﬁqn and
injuftice to the Patriots, to fhare a fimi-
- Iar fate with them, v:2. tranfportation.
The manner 1n which the foldiers

were to be induced to leave the Caftle
was by means of a letter, either figned
by the Lord Provoft or Commander in
Chief, previouily in cuf’cddy, ordering
'Ehc Command'al;;t to ferid a con}PSlﬂY,

‘ . without
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without any amunition, to a fire that was
to be kindled in St Andrew’s Squ;re,
under the pretence of its being a houfe
on fire; and the faid company to be fe-
cured and difarmed in the meantime;
The moft of the remainder to be drawn
out in the fame manner, by means of
- fires kindled 1n {ucceflion in other

quarters of the City.

But in cafe they either could not be
drawn out of the Caltle, or had obtain-
ed information of what was d-doing, ,
they were to be compelled to {urren- ‘
der, by being deprived of victuals;—the
incarcération of the Commander in
Chief, and the influence of partfy a-

mang themfelves favouring the plan.

The
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The Public-offices and the Banks
wefe to be fecured, by placing proper
- perfons as centinels over them, till the
proprietors and managers appeared next
morning. The {fame were to be con-
fulted with by quaiiﬁed perfons, to be
previouily chofen.  The property of
{uch perfons, either feﬁding In town or
country, deemed inimical to liberty,
in the hands of Bankers, was to be feal-
ed up, but what was neceflary for their

maintenance, till their fate was known,

- The Poft-office was to be taken poi-
feflion of; as -thereby all intercourfe
‘would be cut off between fuch as were
hofule to the Patriots, while the chan-
nel of communication was left open for

Ih-.en}t

After
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After thefe things were  effe@ed in
Edinburgh, London, and Dublin, in one
and the fame night; and which was ex-
pected to be accornplifh‘ed about f{ix or
feven o’clock in the morning,—couriers
Were immediately to ‘be difpatched
througliont:the’ Whole ation, 0 the

leaders in other parts; while troops were

to be marched from places to be fixed
on, that could fpare them to the affift-
ance of fuch as would be deemed necef=
{ary. ~ No fooner was the plan egxecuted
in the three Metropolifies, than procla-~
mations, previoufly prepared, were to be
iflued to the landholders, and officers
under government, as did not cordially :
unite with the Patriots in their views and
defigns, not to go above three miles be-"
yond their dwélli:ng-places: under pain '
of death;—to farmers, not to conceal or

expor L
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export - any grain ;—to . fhip-mafters,
not to carry any perfon coaft-ways,with-
out giving intimation of the fame; place
come from, and where going to, of fuch
perfon or perfons, within a réafonable
time after fuch intimation was given, to
the neareft juftice of Peace, that the
fame might be called to an éxanﬁn’ation,
under a fimilar penalty;—to {fuch per-
{ons as were authorifed to levy men, to
deliver up their commiflions and men
to perfons to be nominated, under ,t-h.e‘

{ame penalty.

There was.preparing an Addrefs to bé
made to the King at the {fame time, con= .
fifting of a long catalogue of abufes,
both in.the Legiflative and Executive
branches of Government ; and requeft-
ing of him the difmiffal of his prefent

' ' | fervants, |
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| ﬁ:rvants and a dlﬁolutxon of Parllament3

the fame to be replaced by mm i
whom the people could confide.

] .

With regard to the Pikes, I got them
made both for fale and: difttibution.” I
do not at prefent recollect what inftrucs
tions T might have given at the mak-
ing of them. Whateﬁer‘ thefe inftruc-
;i_ons were , 1 am 'eértain“ th&t none I'had
were-ever diftributed .-

There was no perfon concerned in
thefe things but the Com. of W. and M.
—Beécaufe I was morally certain, frorﬁ’
the afped of affairs, that how {foon the

. 18 D | oPeratlons

¥ The Pikes were found in my houfe, wi{én "thjﬁl,
Sheriff ’s Officers were in fearch of tﬁe'300d§ of a
~bankrupt in Muffelburgh, fent to my houfe, about
an eight days before, under the pretence of their
being to be forwarded to Glaigow.
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~ operations were commenced, perfons in
the various ranks of fociety would carry
it on.—I have therefore no new dif=

- coveries to make.

I can judge of my intentions from
my feelings,~—my views were the good
of {ociety; and not robbery or murder.
T will ot iy Bre-my owa dntereR Wi
blended 1 thefe views ; ‘for who is he,
thatif he ferves fociety, but W1Il natural-
ly exPeé’c a reward : > But divine Provi—l '
“dence has been: pleafed to pcrrmt me to
be brought into circumftances of mi-
fer_y,and woe—1I hope they have ‘been
the beft reward that could be conferred
on me. I however patiently, and I
hope thankfully, accept of thefe as com-
“ing from God, not only as the Soverelgn
| ' dlfpofel.
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difpofer of all events, but as my mer-
ciful Redeemer, '

- In refleion, I fee that although mjr
intentions were good, and probable e~
vils endeavohfed to be guarded againft,
yet circumitances might have proved.
fuch, as would have cauled me to re-
pent my having gone fo far, although

my perfon were fafe, vﬁhich [ fincerely
do this dajr.-.

Though the parc I afted proceeded
from the beft of motives; yet, on reflec-
tion, I perceive that I erred in taking
Jfuch an active part, without maturely
.w¢igﬁing the probable confequences.
Bloodfhed and rapine might have en-
f{ued, This would have involved me

2 10
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i guilt 3 being fomewhat acceflory to

- them, though not intentionally {o0. "=

“'The duty of all fincere Chriftians is,
“ to lead: quiet: and- peaceable- lives 1n
¢ all godlinefs and honéﬁy, giving ho-
“ nour to whom'‘honour s due, and
“ fear to whom fear.,” 'To leave the
 reformation of abufes n thﬁ State to
thofe: who mind only earthly things;
except when called” to afiift in a legal
manner. At the throne of grace they

may beof more real utility, than either

in the Cabtne_t or field of battle. =

- -Had my life been prolqnge&,' I think

this would have been my mode of con-
du@. And I blefs God for timely pre-
“yenting  me gomg ‘the perhaps awful

e T | AL ' length'
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' length my dosbitions mndh enterprifing
mind :;:ght have induced me. H
-1 have given no | pi‘ivate offence that
I know of. Indeed, my {ympathiiing
- mind, though ,CPou_ndﬂ‘d of pride a'nd
ambi;tign, 'v‘ﬁvohild foon relent. I may
truly féy,. if I know my own - deceitful
heart, that {ympathy to the unfortu-
nate :was one-caufe of my adopting theé
part that-has brought me to my prefent
fgte;;:x ;Rﬁ.ﬂe&ion on the hardihips of o+
theré ‘has often brought tears of fym:pae-‘
_ thy erﬁl.m‘y eyes. N—or have I borrowed
money, nor purchafed goods, but with
the ;i}lQﬁ" upright intentions.—For the
fatisfaGtion of .my creditors, I will ob-
ferie, that I had views of being able to
pay what T had either borrowed or pﬁtr-
chaféd, had'I lived, altogether difcon-

. ne&ted
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ﬁe&édwith the. matter that hasf brdughf
me to my prefent unfortunate fituation;
but in this fituation it would be impro-

- per to mention what thefe views were.

Though I have always kept up the
worthip of God, at ftated times; both in
the clofet and family, and Had honeft
“intentions towards my creditors; yet
I'am convinced, that my departures
from God have been very great; and
- that, in the glafs of his holy law, they
are innumerable and highly aggravated,
And efpecié‘lly the’ crime for which I
amabout to fuffer, as viewed in its pro-
bable confequences. I humbly hope,
that the Spirit of God has given me a
faving difcovery of my fins; and thar,
in the fpirit of genuine contrition, I am

led
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led to the precious blood of fprinks
Bl o o
In t_hé foregoing narrative, if any ar-
ticle'. ﬁppears imperfet or obfcure, I
hope the 1mperfe&10n or obfcurity will
- be afcribed to the urgent preflure of
;he occafion on which this paper 1s
ivritten. It 15 a firft topy; and, alas!
there is ot 1ow time to revife or cor<
re@.—Of the mmutes of life that yet
remain to me, even the writing of this
fentence has confumed one. But you
who now read or hear of  this acf._*;ount,
remember as you read, that the period
is coming when death fhall be as neat
to you as it is to me ; and, be aflured,

you will' find that a permd when you

o9 wﬂl ﬂurmk with horror from the 1dea

¢f duplicity or deception. With can-

dour
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dour then confider this folemn declara~
tion of a dying ‘man.” Nor let ﬁreju:.
aices, which appearances have ﬁroduced
againft me, lead you to fuppofe, that, on
the brink of eternity, with. the throne
of judgment in my view, I dareto ap-
proach the Omnipotent with a lie in my
right hand. .

TR 94
l =

Thofe who, in an official character;
began and managed my profecution;-k

freely forgive, - -

. Forgive me, my fellow Chriftians, for
¢he feproach thrown by my condud on
Rellg'ién‘ ¢ ." A ;': B ‘: VIR f’._ e n‘_ | ; - ._~, S a7

- i .

~“My prayér to God s, That he may

infpire all the people with a fpiritof
"ubordma.tlon and loyalty . and teach

‘ them
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th‘emt to lead, under the powers that be,
quiet and peaceable lives, in godlinefs

and honefty.

O God! foon fhall my body be gi- -
ven to the duft, and 'my'foul will af-
cendh to thee. Thou knoweft my fin-
cerity in the narrative I_have given ;
thou feeft my forrow for all my fins.
Hear e gracioully—And, for the fake
of the Lord Jefus Chrift, receive my -
foul to everlafting Glory. -Amen, .

This is truth, and the whole ,tru*th,
as far as I recolle@, I declare as a dying
Sy
~ (Signed) Ros™ WaTmh\

Tuefday Evening, 0¢. 142b, ;
about 8 o’clock at night, 1794. } |
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In regard of fending Pikes to Perth,
to the beft of my recolle¢tion, 1 talked

with Craig about them, and that he

told me they fhould be fent fecretly ;

but I cannot {ay to what number, nor

to whom.

Note .-—Altﬁnu gfi Wart, foon after his cci;:ldem.:
nation, promifed the Clergymen who vifited him,
to write a Confeflion of his crimes, he delayed the
commencement of it il within etght or nine ci;ay's
of his death. On the Wedenfday before that event,
he had written one fheet ; this, it is fuppofed, he
deftroyed, as it was not among the papers he left be- |
hind him : Hitherto he appeared ealy in his
ﬁind; but on the Friday, Saturday and Lord’s day;
much agitated. On this laft day he again began to '
write, but advanced no farther than the account
he has given of his childhood, €9¢c. By what he
faid afterwards, it is plain, his hefitation arofe
from the vain hope of a reprieve. On Monday

morning he again appeared calm, and in good fpirits;
' = and
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and faid he had at laft determined to declare all hé -
knew, and employed the morning of that day in
writing what 1s now given to the public—In the
evening, the order for his execution was officially
intimated to him—On 'Tuefday he continued writ-
ing ; and 1n the evening, between feven and eight
o’clock, finifhed and {fubfcribed the paper now pub-
lifhed, and put it under a cover to the Sheriff—On
Wednefday, 15th Oftober, he was executed—The
papet was fealed up in Watt’s prefence, together
with another parcel, containing the letters he re-
ceived whilft in prifon, and other papers of no im-
portance. Both parcels were by Watt himfelf ad-
 dreffed to the Sheriff, and delivered to the Com-
manding Officer of the Caflle, who fent them to
the Sheriff on the Tuefday evening, agreeable to

Watt’s own particular reqheft.

FINIS.
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