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1 FEMALE MURDERESS !

-

| has probably never faIIen o the lot of man to record
a list of more cruel, heart-rendm,_,, atmcmus, cold- blooded
and horrible erimes ‘and murders, than have been’ perpetra.-
ted by the subject of this narrative, and that too in the
mudst of a highly civilized and Chrlstlan community; and
deeds, too, whichifor the depravity of every human feeling
seems sqarcely to have found a paraﬂel in the annals of
crime. e 5 e

And it seems doubly shockmrr and atrocwus when we -
'ﬁnd them committed by one of the Female sex, Wthh sex
have always been esteemed as having a h]ﬂ'her regard for
vittue and a far greater aversion to acts of barbarlty, even
in the most abandoned of their sex, than is generally found
in men of the same class, and we may truly say that we
have never seen recorded a greater instance of moral de-

......

pravity, or one _Sso perfectly regardless of every. Vlrtuous

'_..f'_f E

feeling which should inhabit the human breast, as the one
it becomes our pamful lot to lay before our readers, in the
account of ANN WALTEP.S, the subject of this thrilling and
interesting narrative.  And we will now endeavor to state
the facts as they have actually trapspired ; and our readers
may rely upon the account here given of her parenlage,

they have been selected from the most authentlc 30l1rces,
‘which no pams were spared to obtain. = .
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9. P. Smith the father of the subject of this narrative
was the son of a wealthy nobleman residing in Y orkshire
county, in the northern part of England. He had in the
early part of his life received a liberal education, as we
learn from the pen of one of his youthful companions, from
which we principally quite so far as regards his career, but
was regardless of the endeavors of his kind parents to plant
in him that youthful impression of morality and cbedience,
for in vain did they labor to bend his stiff neck. As we
learn; by his father’s refusal to comply with his request 1n
marrying the object of his first love, he fell a prey to that
soul-destroying monster, intemperance. He then secretly
married a womao, who, by herintrigue and artfulness, had
succeeded in drawing his affections towards her, and was
also very remarkable for the influence she exercised over
the minds of men as will be seen by referring to circum-
stances which oceurred subsequently ; for by her great art-
fulness she succeeded in marrying her daughters, four in
number, to persons of respectability, although they were
every one of them prostitutes of the most common charac-
ter. On this and many other similar accounts, she was
considered by many superstitious persons a witch.

 Soon after his father heard of his marriage, whose in-
dignation and anger become so great, that he determined
to eut him off with a shilling, and forbid his ever entering
Hehotse. T 1y SR CE
__Matters had now come to such a pass that he had deter-
‘mined to leave his native country. and his wife concurred
in the plan ; she soon scraped up her effects, for she had a
small estate af her own, and turned them into money. They
then embarked on board of one of his Majesty’s ships bound
for Montreal, where he settled down, and for several years
gained a comfortable livelihood for his family by industry,
but as his family increased, and the means of living began
to grow rather scanty, his evil habits of intemperance also
gained upon him. He forsook all honest courses of getfing
a living and joined a band of smugglers, moving from Mon-
treal to the village of St. Johns, situatod on the St. John’s
River, about thirty miles from Montreal, and here carried
on a regular course of smuggling between Montreal,Platts-
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~burg, Mew York, Burlington in Vermont, sometimes going
as far as Q,uebec to obtain articles whisch they could not
‘readily get in Montreal and as: his house was situated
at a convenient distance from those places, they made it a
receptacle for their goods until such times-as they should
find an opportunity to run them in and dispose of them.
While things were going on in this style, it so happened
that an old acquaintance whose name was Alexander Paine
‘moved' from Montreal and 'settled in the neighborhood
‘in ~which L‘Smlth resided, and as they had formerly been
on intimate terms, ‘the acquamtance was soon renewed,
‘though not much to the satisfaction of Smith, as he knew
Paine to be @ man of very sober, honest hablts, and not
likely to be easily persuaded to forsake the path of virtue,
and 1t was on this ground, and the fear of detection and
exposure, that Smith dreaded again becoming on intimate
terms with an old acquaintance ; for Paine wasas yet en-
tirely ignorant of the business Smlth was following, for he,
Smith, had always managed, through the influence of his
wife, to keep up the appearance of honesty and respecta-

'blhty during his stay in Montreal.
As Paine frequently happened at  the housa of Stmth
he soon began to suspect that all was not rnight. Hoxvgver

he said nothing on the subject, until one evening he hap-
pened to be passing by Smith’s house rather late, and see-
ing, as he thought, an uncommon stir going on at.that late
hour, h2 determined to go in and satisfy his doubts as to
what he before suspected, and there he found Smith'and

two or three more of his gang secreting goods, which' he
knew must have been either smuggled or stolen.. He

therefore at once threatened to expose then 1mmed1ately
Smith then tried every means of persuasion in his power
to induce Paine to join in his unlawful pursuits, but ali 1
vain, as Paine said that his duty to his God and his coun-
try would be the instant exposure of their misdoings.—
Smith finding that he could notinduce him to join at any
rate then had recourse to stratagem. -
He begged of Paine to allow but three days to settle
L‘tp hlS aﬁ'alrs and leave the country, swearmg in the
iR o rrnrlt 878 a1 4 sy Py -
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‘most solemn manner, and calling upor 'his God to witness
‘that if-he would grant him this request he would immedi-
‘ately leave off his dishonest course’ of living, and forever
-after become an honest man. -~ All this he saidan such an
‘earnest manner, that Paine, seeing that it wotild be the ut-
ter ruin of Smith’s whole family, as:well as himself, at
length yielded to his request, after the most solemn assur-
ance that Smith-would do as he swore. |

- But we will see how well he regarded h:s pmmlse for
o $ooner than Paine had %eft the house, he called in his
compam(ms and held a consultation as to what should be
doneé. 'Meanwhile the bottle was circulated ‘freely so as
to steel their hearts, and fit them for any fiendish purpose
that should suggest. itself to ' their maddened - brain ; and
‘they determined, before: they separated, asithe only chance
of escaping and avmdmg the law, to murder Paine. They
then separated for the night, resolvmg to meet early the
next day and lay the plan fortheir diabolical and fiendish

purpose, which was as follows :— | |
It was agreed that they should meet near Pa.me s house

about dark, or soon after, and endeavor by some means or
other to decoy him away from the house to the river, where
they were to fall upon him and kﬂl him with weapons they
should provide for the purpose ; then they were to tie a
large weight about his neck and throw his body mto the
river. Accordingly they repaired to the place: of ' rendez-
vous appointed, each one armed for the diabolical purpose
with some deadly weapon. ' After waiting some tim¢ with-
out being able to see or hear anything of Pane, for he
happened to be away from home, and did not return until
late, they repaired:to a low public house near by, to con-
sider what should be done, as they were now frustrated in
their design. - They here drank deeply, and nrged on to
desperation by the maddening and intoxicating draught
they had taken, resolved upon the death of their vietim at
all hazards.  After dlsgmsmg themselves as much as pos-
sible, they went back again to Paine’s house, andstationed
themselves one on each side of the house, to give the alarm
if they were likely to be discovered. ' Smith then entered
the house and groped his way through the dark until he
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- came to tho room where Paine and his wife slept. | Pafhe
- hearing the door open, raised himself a little in the bed and
- enquired-who was there, when Smith raised an axe which

" he picked up outside the door, and struck Paine upon the

head nearly burying it to the socket, and splitting his head

in a horrible manner. He then threw down the axe and =

drew a large butcher knife, and rushed upon him; 'an’d'*-"}
. stabbed him to the heart, and cut his throat from ear to ear

' and otherwise mangled his body in a most horrible manner.

. Duaring this time Paine’s wife was sereaming as loud as

possible, but. Smith paid no attention to her eries, intent = =
only on the death of his-victim. His companions outside =

fled upon hearing her cries, and persons in the neighbor-
hood, on hearing the alarm repaired to the house. Smith
was taken just as he was coming out of the house; he was
kept in custody until the fullowing day, when a warrant
was signed and he cornmitted to prison, until the first sittincg
- of the Supreme Court, where be received the just merito
- his ¢ruel and blood-thirsty erime. He was tried, con-
demned and sentenced to be hung, I believe, in 1822,
which finished his cruel and ualawlul career. Had he
- himself fled after striking the first blow, he too might have
- probably escaped, but perhaps he wastoo much intoxicated,
‘I'hus some means are always left whereby the guilty are
sooner or later brought to punishment. It was on the
gullows, just before he was swung off; thathe made a short
- confession from which we copy the words above stated.—
‘I'ne names of his ccmpanions we did not learn, as he
would not discover them, as he said they were the fathers
- of farnilies. We give this short history of him who was
the father of the subject of this narrative, in order to show
the source from which she sprung. ==
After the execution of Smith, his family, as may be sup-
posed, was thrown into the utmost confusion, and it was
“at this time that Mrs. Smith saw the necessity of bringing
“all her artfulness into action, as she had now a large fam-
ly depending upon her for support, and her means of living
- had now become very limited. However she managed so
. as to make ]ie-r housea houﬁse. Qf entertainment fo_l'f.i..p%f_ﬁﬁ?ﬂﬂi
travelling for ‘pleasure; or thczse who were spending the

:



‘**—i——l—_
ﬂ“*'b

= w IR :J‘-__l:_|-“:.—.
4 . el - ‘
- ; L

LT (19 et

elLL

ﬁli.." -

gt

1 I
2 SRS

.




summer months in that delightful region, away from the
more unwholesome air of a crowded and pentup city, and
‘in this manner, as may be supposed, they formed' many
new acquaintances, and by keeping up appearances pretty
high, and teaching her daughters well the art of deception,
she soon succeeded in marrying them all to persons of
‘considerable respectability. She had now an only son
~who was nearing the age of manhood, and who by his
long associations with a set of low, drinking, gambling and
licentious persons, was little better even at this age than a
perfect sot, but of him we will speak in another page.
., The youngest daughter, whose name was Ann and who
-is the subject of this narrative, was at the age of sixteen
married to & man whose name was Walters, a respectable
wheelright from the lower partof Delaware, who happen-
ed 1o be travelling in that section of the country in the sum-
‘mer of 1828, and stopped for a day or two at St. John’s,
“where he was taken sick, and as he had put up at the house
“of Mrs. Smith, and she found her guest to be a person of
very good personal attraction, and possessing considerable
‘money, she determined at once to bring about a marriage
between him and her daughter. Consequently he was.treat.
ed with the greatest care and attention during bis il'ness;
Ann being his constant and daily attendant. She was an
uncommonly agreeable person, and by no means bad look-
ing, although rather large. She was extraordinarily fond
~of music and dancing, a greattalker, very witty und fasci-
nating ib her conversation, and concealed her real charac-
“ter so well that hesoon fell in love with her, and her mother
also exercising an influence over him, he was induced to
marry her immediately on his recovery, g
. The following year he returned to Delaware, taking his
wile with him, and settling down on the Nontioke river near -
the Maryland line, about ten or twelve miles from Laurel,
where he established a ferry now called by the same name,
also working considerably at his trade, whenever opportu-
nity permnitted, _ r oldetigaoi 94 (R
- He had not been married long, as may be supposed,
before he found out the real character of 'his wife which
preyed upon his constitution. His' health soon began toe

iy
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decay tapidly, and atthe'end of three years hedied, leaving
‘her a young widow just twenty years old. His‘death was not
0. muq:h grief to her as was supposed by those who dealt out
sympatlups towards her, as the tendér hearted but deceived
peuple thuun‘ht, she being so far from her relatives if she had
any alive, for none were ever seen visiting her since they mov-
ed th re. But it haa since been asceit..-uued by her own con-
féSSlt)u that he died by the effects of poison” which’ she gave
“him'thfough her negro slave whom she kept as cook, alunﬂ'
‘care lest suspicion might occur after his death and examina-
tion take place, that it might appear a ‘mistake, or through
the ignorance of the illerate slave. This she Jid, thmkmﬂ'
-no:doubt, that she was clear of him, as his health séenwd'
.declining, she could then carry out any pian she might devise
Afor the gratification of propensities, for she: was: very sen-
_sual in her. pleasures and totally incapable of* appreciating
‘that high toned feeling and the dignity of self respect and re-
nement which should govern the female sex. She was almost
in lﬂeren; to any. ppmc:ple of justice, as well as to human suf-
f‘élmgs. She, was bold, revengeful, and courageous, and cun-
‘ning in the snbjects of her pursuits. She was also very de-
‘ceitful;shrewd, and had great influeuce over the weaKer minds.
“Aftet the'death of her hushand she became one ef the most
“abandoned and motorious of women, gwmﬂ' loose to every
Epecws ofllcemiausness and extravagance, and tltere was no
‘crune too great, no déed too cruel fur her to engage In, to ac-
-¢omplish any object of her design, afier engagiog personally
‘n acts of the most outrageous butuherws and robbery.

,After living in_ this manner for three years after the death
rJf her husband, her previous course uf life bemg secrted
from public censure, 1835, she movea from her place of hab-
itation to near Johuson’s cross luada, on lhe line between
”Mary[and and Delawu:e, five miles {rom her old place of hab-
itation.  She here set up a low tavem, as she knew she would
“then liave a much glemer ‘chance of carrying on_her unlaw-
fal ahd wicked practices here. She made use of a great
variéty of artifices to induce slave-dealers and “other, Who
she thought ‘would 'be likely to have any quantity of money
with them, to put ap with her, and she was considered by
goma to be a very hospitable woman; seldom: charging her
Wigitors anything., Besides, being a young and fascinating
widow, ' just in the flower of life, it was nothing remark-

““““

. able to see gentlemen of various ranks frequenting her house
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some under the pretence of paying addresses to her, besides:
its being a tavern, as taverns in the southern countries differ
in regularity from those of the northern or free States, ~ Al-"
though born in a free country where slavery is abhorred,
she soon imbibed a taste for the traffic in slaves, as our
readers may easily perceive that her location was in a s‘laj{}q}
State where morality is not very exalted, as such a cpurse

could not possibly have been carried on in a free State .so

long; without; meeting the eye of detection. However,she
ﬁo.managedj matters as tomake her house a kind of head .
~quarters for slave dealers, who generally had plenty of
money, she soon .got round her a gang of ruffians who-
were' perfectly obedient to her will and ready to do the -
most bloady aets whenever she commanded. ‘Of this gang"
she was always the master-spirit, and deviser of ways and
means, = Whenever travellers called upon her she marked
her man at once, laid her plans, then gave the watchword
and frequeritly became the leader herself in the most hor-

rible crimes.

About the middle of November 1833, a gentlemnan whose. -
name was., Parker, from Richmond, Va,, on  his; way to
New  York, stopped to feed his horse, and called for din-
ner. Iuinding that he had a large quantity of money by
him, she placed her unsuspecting guest at a table so that'
his back was nearan open window, through which he was"
shot by one of her accomplices. "T'hey then robbed him
of every thing he had in his possession, amounting to three”
thousand dollars. They then secteted his body in'the cel-"
lar until the night, when a hole was dug in 'the swarm

1 V.3
l*.'i-h'!‘-s
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1n_the rear oi the house, where he was afterwards ‘J?Pjﬂﬁl!‘h..

ed without much hesitation.  His horse they .aflterwards-
sold for two hundred dollars in Baltimore. 1§ a

In about two months after, iwo slave dealers from Nor- .
{folk, Var.,.cal-.led at the house on their way to Baltimore,
the travelling being very bad, and finding it necessary to
stop and feed: their horses, and refresh themselves. -After:
calling for dinner, -and making some’ enquiry about the
slave market in ‘Baltimore, they engaged' in conversation,’
and whiled away the time by exciting and gratifying their
feelings by the wit of their hostess. Three times theycall-’
cd for their horses, which were at length brought, but an-

L
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othér glass of wine was passedaround, and they weré enticed
to stay a little longer, Thus she kept them until night, when
they started expecting to reach Laurel, which was about fif-
teen miles distant, via Perkin’s ferry. But no sooner had
they departed from the house than she diessed herselfin men’s
attire, and tovk with her three of her gang. One was named
Griffin, of whom we will speak immediately ; another, w hose
name was Hunt, was one of Griffin’s early associates ; but the
name of the other we are not certain of, as he has yet escap-’
ed ; it is thought he made his way to Texas, However, they
mounted some of their fleetest horse, and started in pnrsuit,
determined on killing and robbing them. Taking another
road crossing the river above Perkin’s ferry, and placing ob-
structions in the road as it passed up a sandy hill, they there
laid in wait for them ; stationing themselves to fire upon them
as they ascended the hill, she and her gang rushed out and
fired, wounding both of them—one of them so badly that be
died 1n a few hours-—aml so frightuing the travellers’ horses
that they run away from both robbers and drivers, though the
wounded travellers managed to drive safely through to Laurel
that night, where the one who was most hurt died aimost jm-
medlate[v on his arrival at the inn. t!

“The above named Griffin was executed for murder, at
Cambridge, Maryland, on the 14th of June last, and when
brought upon the scaffold; he declared; as he stood.in the
last moments of his earthly existance, and on the brink of
eternity, expecting 1n a few momesnts to meet his God in
judgment, that he was innocent of the crime, for which he
was about to die, but still HCl{l’lﬂWlLd"Pd that he was guilty of
other murders of the most awful and blackest shade,. He beg-
ed a little time as he said he could not think of appearing-
before his eternal Judge, without confessing to the world, the
awful erimes of which he was guilty.” He then proceeded as
follows : | ' &

| was born in the year eighteen hundred and eleven in the
town of Freeport, Cimberland county, Maine, of temperate,
moral, and honest parents, who were kind, tender, and loving
towards me, their unworthy son. Instead of adding comfort
to their venerable years, I brought grief and sorrow to their
hedart,and  disgrace totheir gray heads. 1 lived with my.
father until I became nineteen years old, when I left home in
consequence of my father’s contrary disposition, which I then
thuuuht 1 had much reason to wmplmn of ; but alas, to my

5l
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sorrow, Isince became sensible of my error, but too late. An
uncontrolable desire to leave home seized me, I dispised my
ather’s counsel, and strolled about from place to place asso-
ciating myself with idle and dissipated comp ny and by this
means soon became one of the most idle and dissolute wretch-
es in existence. In this manner I roved about, and finally went
to Philadelphia. Here I fell in with a young man whose
name was Hunt, a low gambling sort of a fellow. Weagreed.
to join eompanionship and share equally in whatever we could.
make. We then kept a good look out. Whenever we dis

covered a mau intoxicated after dark, or any we thought it
possible to make so, we enticed him in to some dark alley, or
other secret hiding place, and robbed hium of what money

~watches, or other valuables he bappened to have with him_
Some time late in January, we robbed a traveller on the Wil
mington road, about five,miles from the city. We rushed.
upon him, endeavoring to knock him down, but the blow mis
sing ils aim, he made a desperate resistance, nearly overpow

ering us, when, drawing a large knife which I always carried
with me, I stabbed him in the back, when he fell, exclaming,
“J am murdered.” We then robbed him of four hundred
dollars. ~ Seeing an account of the murder, two days after, in
the papers, and that the Mayor had offered a thousand dollars
reward, I feared my companion might turn State’s evidence,
and | should sufler ; I determined to leave for New Orlines,
or some southern city, as I had plenty of money, but 1 only
reached Baltimore, when I was induced to stop. I then dress-
ed up pretty fine, intending to play the gentleman, [ here
became acquainted with avery pretty young lady, whose name
was Kliza Morton, whose father was a respectable merchant
of that city. She received my addresses very cordially for some
time, but at length began to suspect that I was not exactly
what I pretended to be, and grew daily more cold and reserv-
ed in my presence. | then tried to persude her to elope with
me, but this she at once refused to do, declaring that she would
never marry against the will of her parents. - Finding that 1
could not induce her to accede to my plans, I then determin-
ed upon her ruin, 1 then persuaded her to accompany me.in
a ride for pleasure, and conducted her to a house of ill repute
called for a room, and desired not to be disturbed.. 1 then
locked and bolted the door. . Perceiving this, she inquired
why I did so. 1 then told her what my intentions were, prom-
istng her at the same time, that if she would consent to marry
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me before remrnmfr to her fathers home, | Wmlld desist,
This she flatly refused, saying at 'the same time, that she.
would rather die than ever permit herself to be led to the
alter by me after taking such a ‘dishonorable (:Olll'be- Shl"
then attempted to escape, but finding that 1 plevented her,
she beﬂ'an to cry out for help, that SO enraged me that {
caun'l‘lt up e towel which was hanging up aud tried to force it
mtu ’her muuth I then twisted. it ar(mnd her neck, choking
her until'she was insensible, 1 then proceeded to accmnphsh'
my heleish purpose, and knowing that if she sohuld recover
she would immediately expose me, I therefore resolved on
her death, which T consummated by tying a pocket hand-:
kerchief around her neck so“‘tlglﬂ: as to prevent the pUSSIblhry
of her breathing. I then left her, and, making my way un-
percewed fled from the city.  After that, my dlsposumn_
became if possible, more reckless. I cared little what | did.
| repmached myself with all the bitterness of anguish, and
my very soul was tormented for years, as though T felt the
wrath of God, and the torments of hell, I would this mmnent,'
if [ had the chowe, suﬂ’e: twenty mortal deaths, such as she
did, then agﬂm enter into the like feeling which' 1 have suffer-
ed.’ But I'am gllmut to be released, But tf you who bear me“::'
cou]d but conceive the Sll"‘htﬁbt idea of the sufferings my poor
heart, felt, you would no doubt, look ‘on me with’ pity and not
with scorn’; but T hope my death will be an eximp ’Iﬁ to Ihdﬁe‘
who survive me, for I am satisfied to le.we tlns world and
deserve'the fate that awaits me. |

He then faltered back, faintish andmlent The above nam'-,
ed tha Mort(m was murdered on the twenty -second of June,
1833, as we ascertained from the coroner’s books, and froi
her l)eleaved paren(s ‘whom he lef'ttﬂ awh after thelr onlv;
daughter |

"Ann’s cruelty and attrocttry at tlns time reached to a matum
4ge, for she’ was e'lweln ped in lnnocent blood, aud ‘it- seems
qimosl: 1m|ms=~lble that’ siuch crimes could possibly be commit-
ted by one of such tenfiér.'le;okmir countenance as slie possess-
ed even at the bar. K O ~ |

“Sueh! A course cnntmued qmte qmnothly for four years." On
one uccémnn an intended victim had a child about muhtﬂe!’l'
months old,’ sometimes subject to fits, In these fits the child’
would scréam in a most horrible ‘manner, Tt happend to
have one “of these fits while jn Ann' W. alters” house. She was
S0 enf‘aa-ed upoh fl‘eﬂ'mg its ¢ries, that she flew at the child,
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tearmg the clothes from off the victim of her wratl:j, biting
it at the same time in the most dreadful manner, and as lf'
this was not ennugh to satisfy .her brutal dlprShlUﬂ, the
child still continuing to scream, she canght it up and held
it with her own hands o the ﬁre, until its face was burned to
a cinder. She then threw it in a cave in tl:e cellar.

Shmtly after this, a gentleman was ~travelling j&hrough
that section of the country, where he owned a grzsl mill.

'Oun his return he stopped at her huuse. She ascertained
that he had considerable money, and seemed anxious to
get home, but she determined this should never happen,
and while he was at breakfast she came behind him, and
plunged a_large daggerinto his heart. He fell, and then
expired. Two of hel accomphces, Griffin_and Brown,
were sent for but did not arrivein season. DBeing anxious
to secure the prize she attempted and accomplished the
murder herself, without any assistance. She robbed him
of seven hundred dollars, took his body in a small boat
and threw itinto the river, with a stone attached to it, to
prevent it from rising.

Soon after, we believe in April 1840, a slave dealer who
was on his way from Wilmington, Del., to Norfolk, Va.,
with two valuable slaves, was overtaken by a heav; rain,
and obliged to put up at her house for the mght._ She put
him to sleep in a room separate from the main part of the
house, and during the night, she entered a secret way with
one of her gang, armed with a large club prepared for the
purpose, and finding him asleep, they tied him to the bed
and passed a cord around bis neck to prevent his breathing.

They then robbed him of four thousand dollars’ with a
watch worth one hundred and twenty dollars. The body
was buried in the garden, under a clump of rose bushes.

She concealed the slaves for upwards of a week, barely
giving them enough to support nature, untill she bold them
to a slaver who happened to be on the coast.

Soon after this, she murdered a negro boy, of twelve
years of age, who was for some time previous in her house,
~in the capacity of waiter or servant, because he accidentally
saw her perpetrate the deed of burmng the ch:ld, and one

] L T i L]
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'_ 'day. when angl‘h said he would discover her. But she
" resolved like the pirate, that the dead tell no tales, and imme-
~ diately ordered him down to the cellar to regulate something
there, then taking with her a large knife, she followed him in
~ person, and drove it through his body while stooping. . She
then dragged him over, and threw his lifeless body amongst
| the skeletons.
" 'Tt was about this time, that she received the news of the
“death of her mother, and untimely death of her only brother,
“of whom she bad heard nnthmg for severalyears, whose name
~was James Smith. He was hung in Kingston, U. C., for
“horse stealing.  He had continued his riotous and (I:SSlpated
conrse of life for some time after the marriage of Ann, and
ﬁh@lly joined a gang of horse thieves and counterfelters, which
“infested the country round about the lakes. This gang had
“a regular communication established from Detroit, through to
Toronto and Kingston, and across the States through to New
York and Ph:ladelphla

" Tt is supposed that at on¢ time, before the gang was broken

. there were upwards of one hundred persons engaﬂ'ed in it,

f'although the precise number has never been ascertained.—
‘Their methoc qf operation was this, A horse stolen by one
of the gang was conveyed by uight to the next station, the
‘thief returning immediately to prevent suspicion. Inthis way
the business was managed until the horse was out of the reach
of pursuit. They had regular stations where the horses that
were stolen were kept until they had collected a sufficient
number, when they were taken in small droves to New York,
Philadelphia, and other large places, and disposed of. The
‘route on which James was statined, was betweeu Kingston and
Toronto, near Coburg, where he liad been engaged for some
time. On one occasmn he had been to Kingston wuh a horse
‘thus stolen, and there received a considerable sum of money
for his service to the company, and, on his way home, broke
into the stable of a British officer, and stole a very vqluable
‘horse, but the noise awakened an old inmate who got up, and
‘perceiving the door opened, he went in and found the horse
missing. He immediately gave the alarm to the officer.—
Several men were sent outin pursuit. He was overtaken be-
fore he got ten miles from the place where the horse was
stolen. They were brought hack to Kingston, where he was
. tried before amagistrate and thrown into prison, until the sit-
ting of the Kings Court, when he was condemed and sentenced
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to be hung. He was executed at Kingston, snme time late in
the year e:rrh een hundred and thirty-tive. Thuos, endéd the
unhappy career of both father and sun—-the father settln-r the

exam ple.

“After this news, she became, if possible more cruel and
barbarous than before. She now seemed to take no dellg',lg

whatever in anything but acts of the most blood thirsty and.i in-
“human nature ; nothing now satifised her murderous (ilbpl)Slllﬁﬂ
"_'bm the death of some mnnceut, and 10 her mmﬂ'endlng vic-
| 'tlm but her career of gullt was néar ‘ly run j she. Imd carrled

it to such a height that it was impossible to continue in t‘hIS

s ]-

way much lmwer, without being overtaken by Jllslice,'and it

was not long after this that she was, by the following cireums-
stance, exposed, and her gang bruken up and some: of,*them

“brought to condign punishment, f'qt tl e ‘high handed a,ﬂd 0t-
‘rageous crimes, they had for a lonfr ume comm:tted thug ﬁ:r
: wnlmut detection. . 3

She, and her associates, Griffin, Bmwn and Sharp, murtler-

ed a Quaker, whp was travelling in that seclmn of the coun-

try in November. 1843. Durmg his stay in that vicinity ; he
“had formed cnnﬂlderﬂhle ﬂcqualntﬂnce an(‘lf'had

I'fnend with whom ! he had considerable business, ¥l
‘stop at that tavern that night, and probably boar

'.'_I'he remained in the ne;ﬂrhbmhood which.he di
seen there four days after. L ;

imated to a
it | Fl’e W q]d
: -_':me w ile

or_ he  was

 After the Iapse of two weeks, a lmx and parcel came n t,he

care of a centleman for him from New York. Annlher Wee,k
“elapsed, during which time Mr. Jones, in whose care ltcame,
._1liuuu'ht it strange why he did not call, and as he was drwmg

past, he calied tu see Mr. Morse, to let him Lknow. thata pack-
age had arrived for him. He enqlllret] for.-Mr. Morse. He

then Fetarned home _opened the parcel,and found aniong other
thiings, a lettr from h:s wife whlch stated a dlbﬁatISfﬂC[ll)n at
his bnanlmg at a tavern, which seemed rather uncnmmmn
among Quakers, as she said.—-She, was SOrry it:was notin. his
power to come home sooner, as it seemed that he stated to her
‘hat he should stop there some time. She said she hoped that

he was in good health, but was much afraid that he was not,
for she was annoyed with disagreable dreams about ]mn, and

1L was uftvrly lmpdémble for her to rest, T hese thlﬂﬂ's Iooked
'_btrfmﬂ‘e ; Suspicions spread :lruuud the . llEI"'llbUl‘hﬁﬂd until
some pelwns came into the store, who said they talked witp

ek Wy

'\"Ir. Murae, in Walter S tavern, a few da)s atter his gmqg'
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there, when some remarked the idle, sauntering fellows that
were perpetually hovering about there, having no business,
and many other circumstances were alluded to, until suspicion
became so strong in the minds of thé people, that they finally
resolyed to make a private sarch, but not uotul Me. Jones,
accompanied by some others, went again to make “enquiery,
The answer was Lhe same as before, but she seemed a little’
confused which str_e'flg]:héne':d' their suspicions. 7l S
Accordingly they went one afternoon, and visited the house, .
making some pretence for the visit, one of them said that he
was about to build hiwself a new house, and asked permission
of her to examine her house, that e might measnre and take
the demensions of it at the same fime, and the plan on which |
it ‘was buili, saying that he wished to build after the same
p'lun Not suspecting anything, she allowed them the priv-
ifd‘f: thouzh not permitting them to enter the cellar. They
then: thade such examination as they. were able, discovering
n‘&ﬂ*li"'ﬁ"g:.abq?é;fhgi’wﬁfev:er,’ to confirgy them- in their suspicions,
T"lieym*efe now diyerted entirely to the cellar, andin her ab-
sehce from the room for a moment, they questioned an old
\jéh_ch,on'e of her, domesties, as to what was kept in the cel-"
lar. | She replied she daré not tell for feir she should be kil
ed. "Fhey promised to liberate and protect her,if she would'
disclosé to them what she knew of the matter. She replied,
that there was something awful in that cellar, but for the life
of her she dare not tell what it was.  Her mistress coming in
at that moment, prevented any farther discourse with her..
They then left the honse, and concluded that they had  got
information enough. Next morning they proceeded to the
housge, accampanied by the sheriff with a warrant, She was
taken after a resolute resistance, together with three of her
associates, Johnsaon, Brown and Sharp, on the sixth day of
Jung last, to await the sitting of the Supreme Courtat George-
town, where they were /tried and received the sentence of
the law,; but as Sharp tarned Siate’s evidence, and favored
tﬁg‘pﬂlér t.tﬁ:j;;she alone was sentenced to die. The other,
two were recommended to mercy by the Jury, and were sen-.

L

tehced to perpetial imprisonment,” 00T TR
~Bat the jil_‘?"fo'ti_nd d verdict of guilty of murderin the first,
degrée, and she received sentence. %libf}f{‘héwé not as yet.
made any public ¢onfession, but have acknowledged much of
the guilt of which they are charged and from which we select
considerable ofthe above atocious crimes committed, and

il

-

-
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the mode of executing their plans. But while in prison
awaiting the day of execution, three days after receiving sen-_
tence, she obtained a quantity of poison by some private cor-
respondant, yet unknown,which she took to avoic the exposure
of a public execution. She died a most terrible and awful
death, After the poison which she had taken began to oper-
ate, she raved like a maniac, tearing the clothes from her.
body in handsful, HttElllptlnﬂ' to lay hold of and bite every thing
within her reach, and cursing God and the hour that gave her
birth. After these fits insanity had a little subsided and
reason had again returned, the pangs of a guilty, conscience,
and remorse wnth all its h{]llﬂl‘b and bitter anguish, would
seize her sotl, and she would cry out in the bitterness of
her torments th.-1t she already felt in flames of hell, reproach-
ing hersef in the most bitter anguish for the awf’ul crimes
she had committed. Then she would again rave like a ma-
niac, cursing and swearing 1n the most Imrrlble manner, and
attempting to destroy every thing within her reach, and so
strong was she in her fits of raving, thatit was with difficulty..
that three men were able to tie her on the bed. She appear-
ed to be in great agony and pain during the whole time until
she died. Abnut two hours before her deqth, she was visited
by a minister of the Episcopal Church, who endeavored, to
console her, by telling her to acknowledge the crimes slie had
committed with sorr ow, and ask f{}rﬂ'lveness, tellmg her that
there was no doubt that her soul would reignin_happiness in
heaven. Then she felt a little consolation, and expressed the
following—or rather, more than we give here, as the narrative
is principally compiled from her confessmn and the confes-
sions of the other two who remain in prison awaiting the re-
ward of their cruel and atrocious crimes. IHere follows her
confession : — S
I was born a short distance from Montreal, in the yenr 1812
but when I was very young, my parents removed from that
place to a village in the vicinity of Quebec, where | lived
until my father was hung for the murder of Paine. I then
lived with my mother antil I was sixteen yenrs of age, when
I was married to Mr, Walters, and settled near the nemhbm-
hood of my late residence, in the lower part of Delaa'aJ'E--—-'
When I had been married about three years, my . husband’s
health began to decline, and to free myself from tie trials in-
cident to a protracted illness, I gave him a dose of poison, 1
administered it through my negro cook. I strangled to death
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my first and only offspring when three.days old, which was
the only son nature ever furnished me with, Afterwards, in
the fall of eighteen hundred and thirty-five, I shot a traveller
who stopped for dinner on his way from Richmond, Virg nia,
to New York.. We robbed him of eight hundred dollars.—
His horse we afterwards so!Jin Baltimore for two hundred
dollars. In the beginning of February following, I and my
comrades followed two sl;we traders, stationed ourselves and
fired upon them, and killed one of them instantly, of which
no acconnt was ever heard. I burned to death a negro child
eighteen months old, soon after.  In eighteen hundred and
forty, with my own hands | killed Isac Smith of Baltimore,
on his way home, About two months afterwards, I was ac=
cessory to the murder of aslave trader from Wllmmgton, Del..
on his way to Norfolk, Va. We robbed him of four thousand
dollars and a gold w aéch. Soon afterwards I killed a negro
boy twelve years old, whom [ owned as mistress. Last of all,
we murdered Morse, the Quaker, after he had boarded three
days at the house. T am guilty of ten morders with my own
hands, und accessary to a great many others. "I can confess
no more. Forl do not expect forgiveness, and feel alreadyf
the pains of hell. riiin
She was seized with another fit of despair, crying out

that she feltthe wiath of God punishing her. 'Tlus she went
on until she sunk back on her pillow exhausted, and her im-
mortal spirit winged its way to appear before the bar of its.
Judge, there to answer for the dreadful deeds committed in
the hudy - Her death was truly heart-rending and awful, and
should serve as a warning to all those who read this account
to be prepared to meet their eternal Jndge, to render such an
account of their past lives as shall be acceptable in his: sight.
She breathed her last on the 25th of September, four days af-
ter trial, thus terminating the cruel and unhappy lives of father
son and daughter.
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In giving to. the public an abridgement of the life of
this atrocious woman, we - hope that our. readers, ‘either
moral or'immoral, will not be in need of such a lesson or
example as that already detailed, but it may be truly’
looked upon as the most astmmhuw circumstance of the:
age 1 the midst of civilization and morality. We deem
it unnecessary to give an account of the trial, as no doubt.
a greater portion of our readers throuﬂrhout the  United.
States have already seen it in the columus of the weekly
journals. As regards the'truth or authenticity of the facts
contained in the foregoinﬂ' pages, we presume 1t will not
be doubted by any. ''The publishers deem it not unim-
portant and perhaps’ mterebtmg tn ‘our readers, to state
that m consoquence of the strbng and prevallmg propen-! |
hemous as well as unprovoked pature, was: comldered by
a_.celebrated and lughl}f respectable phxeuolomst as,
Worthy of examination, and her.skull was. obtained for
that purpose a few days since at Georgetown, Del., and:
which will probably remain in the possession of that gen-’
tleman, Mr. O. S. Fowler; of Philadelphia, and the pub-

lisher in delineating and presenting to the public view,
1he atl 0010113 crlmes of tl‘us vile and w1cked woman, is

the honest fame of those who enjoy .a moral reputatlon,
and to secure peace of mind to those who are not as yet.
consecious of offence; as it is well known that an artful
mind; actuated by illusioh;. -1f not checked, may pass on
to acts of violence, and, in some instances tocold-blooded
murder, as it appears that even the tenderness of the fe-
male sex, of which the foregoing pages furnish an exam-
ple, is converted into the barbarity of a traitor; that she
who should make her arm a pillow for the head of her
husband, conspired to raise it against his life; that the
bosom which should be filled with fidelity and affection,
in addition to other crimes, planned his destruction.—
Hence, 1t 1s hoped that in sending this narrative abroad,
that it may be the instrument of rescuing some misguid-
ed youth from similar offences. 'T'here are many 1n the
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moral retiracy of a village life, who when young hear
much of the-enterprise of a city life, and resolve on try-
Ing it, unconscious of the depravity and vice which 1s set
to entrap them 1 a net, as they advance without caution
on their journey of life. A read which every youth should
walk with the greatest care, by keeping still in “view one
general rule to avoid intemperance and bad company,
which are always linked together; if the unfortunate
subjects of this narrative had done so in early life, they
would have avoided their unhappy lives and untimely end.

L

. The reader may depend on- the . truth of the fact in the fore-
- going pages ; but, in consequence of their singularity, the author
was induced to search minutely 1nto her parentage, and has
_spared no exertion to obtain his nformation from, the most
authentic and respectable sources. After perusing it, he will
pause and reflect, ““ Poor human nature! how weak and cor-
rupt thou art, if not checked in the morning _Of: thy existence.’”’
‘The father of this wicked woman was the vietim of disobedi-
“ence to kind but arbitary parents, and this narrative 1s a sol-
emn warning against intolerance, which’ together “with the
vice of intemperance, has sent more victims to the dungeon,
the scafiold, and an untimely grave, than any other calamity
that has ever afflicted our race. . If there be any who think this
narrative should not be published, or that the innocent showld
_not read 1t, lest it should corrupt their feelings, I would entreat
them first to read it, and then to enquire. what portion of  the
‘commiunity crowds our jails and State prisons,  and - where the
inmates of the abodes of vice and infamy are generally born and
educated, whether in the city or in the retiracy of «the moral
village? They will fiad three-fourths of them, at least, are
from the latter. The reason of this is, because they know not
‘the wickedness of 'the ' world, and'its allurements, until'they
~were on the journey of life, piloting their craft—many of ‘them,
calas ! ‘never to reach a harboroi o “lisioagen | 1 et v
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EXECU‘TIUN OF

AT HAVERHILL, N. H.,
" MAY 23d, 1849

A large number of people from the surrounding country
came here early this morning, all anxious to witness the
“execution of Enos G. Dudley, convicted at a recent term
“of the Court of Common Pleas of Gratton County, N.H.,

- of the murder of his wife. The town throughout the day
was the theatre of intense excitement.

The evidence onr which Dudley was convicted was en-
urely circumstantial, asd, in the opinion of many, incon.
clusive. . Strong e}cpectatmns had been entertained siuce
the period of conviction that he  would be reprieved . by
Gov. Williams, and that hope - was indalged “in by - the
friends of the wretched prisoner up to the last moment.

'Ihey were, however, doomed fo a terrible disappoint-
:ment “I'he Executive, however much his personal predi-
lections might have been disposed towards clemency, be-
lieved it their duty to let the law take its cource, although
ﬂ the sacrifice of the life of the victim was its tvnnmanon.

“As the hour assigned for the execution approached, the
amuety mamfesled by the prisoner’s friends was painfully
.intense. They had clung to hope, even hoping against
‘hope—for the spectacle of the exeeution of a fellow being
‘among them, was a thing so unusual, that it could scarce-
ly be reahzed especially when that fellow being was - one
with whom they had enjoyed many years of intimacy.—
The fatal hour ‘at length arrived. At half-past one o’clock
on the 23d of May, 1849, the prisoner was informed that
but a few more moments were allowed him to live. He
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then appeared to be resigned to inexorable fate, and, hav-
ing made final preparatmn of religion, ina few minutes
after the above hour, be, with a firm tread, approach-
d the gallows erected in the jail yard. = -

He was accompanied by 1he Chaplam and Sheriff Pow-
ers, and not a waver in his step or tremor 1n his frame,
was noticed by them even at that awful hour.

Ascending the scaflold, (thh was a high thcture,
affording a full view to the immense concourse ouiside, )

Dudley demred to address a few words to those within
hearing. Permission was of course granted, and in a few

earneal. and truly affecting remarks, the doomed man as-
serted his entire innocence of the crime for which he was
about to suffer death. He called God to witness the truth;"
of what he said.

‘Upou the conclusion of his address, the fatal cap was
drawn over his eyes, and the rope attached to his neck.

Sheriff Powers then asked him, ¢ Are you prepared!"”

Dudley replied. ** I am ready. ” |

At that instant the rope was severed by the Sherlﬂ and
after a few spasmod;c ﬂtruggles, the unhappy man—-gullty
or innocent—was launched into eternity.

. It was a saddening, sickening exhibition, and those who
w1tnes-~ed it, leit the scene with troubled hearts. -

Below we present a communication from Mr. Morrison,

counsel for the deceased, and a letter 1rom Dudley hlmse-lf
protesting his innocence.

Perhaps I should disclose the manner in Wthh the fol,-
lowmg statement came, into my possession, About nine
o’clock on the day Mr. Dudley was executed, I visited him
to ascerlain his last wishes, and afford such ald and comfort
in his last extremity as might be in my power.. When I
entered, he was writing in a book made up of about a quire .
of paper, which had been mostly written over. We spoke.
of hisapproaching end. He expressed disappointment and
regret that his brother had not arrived, but hoped that he
might. before the executipn, which he W1shed for that reason
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to have delayed as ]ong as possible. ‘He tHen divided his
te%tament hymn book, two tracts, some othersmall articles
of property, and a few sheep among his children, and gave
me letters which he had written for them. Hlb bible had
been given by an old neighbor, to whom he directed it to
be returned. He completed the last line of his statement,
and signed his name to it. I enquired if he wished me to
take charge of that, and he said he did.
‘He remarked that he intended to have revised and cor-

recled ‘what he had written—that some things had better
been omitted—that there was some thmgq in it “which
would please some, and which others would be sorry to sce

1 rt*phed that the tbSBIltlal thing was, that they shold be
true, and he said yes. Durmg the whote interview he was
entirely composed, except when he spoke of the little pn-
tance. that he could ‘leave for his c,hlldren, when he was
considerably moved, and wished me to'say to his brother
to.fake ¢hre and.not be 100 St.lﬁsh with them. 1 carried
away the writing without exathmi W'lt or ls.uowmfr its con-
tents tlll all was over with Knos G. Dudiey for th;b world,
and he had gone before that God to whose final Juflument_“
he, with so much apparem confidence d%pealed 1'he great-

er part of the book is made up of Mr udley’s account of
the trial and his comments’ upon the teqnmmiy——and SO

much is here given as appears to have been written the

memmg before the e:xecutlon Bl MORHISON

T I SRR
N 5 e "
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Hawrniel valbulh e ial 8 b Mﬂy 23 1@49
[ am not the ﬁrst innocent victiri that has wmngfullyi,
been harried from this to another world shrotigh the pre]u.
dice of public opinion. T am only one amorng the many
that have been thrown from eXistance on a charcre of guess "
ork aud false ﬂﬂppﬂ%itlon, and the'falseliood that always '
attehds suppoktition,where prejudree dethroneés and becoines
the*ﬁ‘:ﬁs{ér of the gevemment T'here 1s not much tronble
n gaihir&ﬂ victory against theiinocent, however: falsely
charged. "'T'he charge agamst nie has been perfectly falst-, '
falsely ﬂustained by false testimony.  Yet, although [ am"
Just aboutto be hmled {romit tie to eternity, a curse forbld- |
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den hoth by the New and Old Testament, Deut. 17, 11, viii. &c
;-—yet [ am innocent of the charge-——mnocemly cnnv:cted, in-
necently sent into the presence of that God who knows every
tlmught, even of the humdn heart, thank God, too, that there
is nothing hid, and that my final sentence is not to be passed
by the base rabble of false witness, nor the base conjecture
of supposition. W
. At that bar I stand an mnocent man, and I hope all who
have lent their acts or voice in favor of such an acheivement
will not hide under the witnesses, but remember they are ac-
:_cnuntabie for lending their aid or voice in favor of a _course
that is repugnant to the Scriptures. These are given us for
our guide, and. 1hev that lend their mﬂueme in favor of a law
repugpant to the SLrlptu:e s, inasmuch as they deny the re-
quirements of the Bible, disown the truth therein contained,
deny them as their rule and guide and assent to take the life
they cannot give. AT o
O, may not such tlunk they are mnucent to take the llfe
that God has given and forbid others to take it away—-thmlgh
we may. flee tothat law that was given to the Jews, which
was -bounded, inside the land of Cannan llIlpﬂSEd on no other
people but the Jews, and those that dwelt in their land ~and
still we fail.to support a case of conjecture, Deut. ii, viii, &c.
Then, when we assent to tuke human lifein a manner fordid-
den in this law even, do we conseut that the law is not gtmd,
and which God gave? Certainly we do—and refuse to give
it place in our hearts.. But 1 forgive all. |
. I hope that all will seck for pairdon at the hand of mercy
and hereafter be more careful to secure the rights of (he. in-
nocent, and sure todetect the false testimony, guard them-
selves against prejudice, give reason its thorne,and let justice
find its place in every heart. 1 am glad this morning to tell
all; my faithis unshaken; I have no doubt to enjoy a home -
in Heaven, again toreunite insinging praise to (God in a more
perfect world than this. ' Bless the Lord. So I bld a long

:farewell until we meet at the bar of God.
| - - | ENOS G. DUDLEY

. HaveruLL, May 1, 1849
Dear Brather and Sister Hoit: |
I .am about to Jedve you. I rejoice th,ﬂtI feel w1thm the
fn_llest assurarnce that I shall enjoy a far more desirable state
of existence. [ feel as calm to day and my mind as clear sa

A ——————
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“when you last saw me at the school-house, endeavouring to
exhort my fellow men to seek an interest 10 that Savior, that
I have found so precious to me, during my soul-trying afflic-
“tions.” T'hé same gospel that T then preached I find sufficient
“for me in all my trials, notwithstanding their severity 5 and T
doubt not that the same will sustain me until death shell close
the terriffic scene through which I am about to pass; ves !
that same Jesus will go with and ever near me safely across
‘the valley and shadow of Death. The blessed prospect that
is before me smooths the roughness of the way. Bless God,
I can say with Paul, ¢“1 am ready to be ofiered. 1 amn glad
my sorrws end so svon, then 1 shall enjoy the presence of
Him that died to save us all, and of my dear companion who
has gone before me. I havz often woudered how the mar-
‘tvrs conld sand in the midst of flame« and shout praises to
the Most High.  Itis no longer a'wonder. * Christ was with
in them, the hope of glory.” And though I must die by the
gallows, yet I am confident it will be the passport from this un-
godly world, vo one of bliss and beauty.” Jesus has promised
‘to stand by, if we will put our trust in him, I have found 1t so
‘thus far, and have no reason to fear that his promises will not
all be fulfilled. " " St L AU GO o

L oK * ¥* * % * *
A little' more than one vyear since, I was torn from my
home to which I had as good a right as any earthly being has
to his home, and by false accusation I was shut out of the
pale of society, and away from my children, who are as dear
to me as ever children were to a father. By the eirculation of
these false reports the public mind has been prejudiced to so
oreat an extent that T am condemed to die for that which I .~
never did. ' Many of'these reports were so completely false
that they could not have been told but toinjure me designedly
and at that time it stirred bitter feelings within me, but' they
are all goné now ; yes, now I love them, and I pray to God
they may prepare to meet their murdered subject at the bar of
Him who judgeth righteously, = Thank God I am innccent of
the crime for which I am condemned to die, and innocent shall
I stand before that tribunal where conjecture and circumstance
are not heard. But it is net so here, therefore must I leave
you, and by your request I leave in your care 'that ‘little girl,
In tears T give her to you in all confidence that 1 Jeave her in
the hands of those who will be parents to one whose fatherand
mother can 1o longer guard her youthful years.~Teach her
!
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to pray daily, and O, may God be with and bless you and her
and together save you in heaven,
"And now 1 bid you all—farewell.
Yours, in love, ENOS G. DUDLEY:

b

‘Below is a copy of a note enclosed within the ‘above and

addressed to the little girl above mentioned.
HavermiLr, May 22 1849.

My DeAR DAUGHTER EL1ZABETH ;—I1 can no Ionfrer be your FATH-
ER nor provide for yonr wants in cbildhood, ner protect you from
surrounding dangers therefore I have given vou to your father and
-mother Hoit ; they will be kind parents to you and you must be
9q ‘deap Aw ‘MOpN] ‘olow Ou AP [[BYS aM 31ayMm ‘43 puE Wi YAy
JAI[ [[eys T UOOS puUEB ‘SAAI[ mou J3(low INOA WIF [yNm {ssajpiaqie}”
Y1 011at1es B O [[1M 9 pIES SBY POX) 1Ry} UIRS[ 2400} [|IM Do ‘918D
ma.lﬂ qim agalg sy peal pup-—{{lvp puim 1noA arordw pue ‘maq:
9A0[ I pOOT pue1UalPaqo aq shem(e wayl 01 p[IYd [njunp pue poos e
a good child, and when you are in the field or in the hiouse, ask God
to bless you and save youin Heaven'to dwell with your parents.

God loves little children, and you must love' Him and ask Him
to purify your little heart !and fit it for the kingdom. Always love
the truth ; be kind and Iovmg to all your playmates, ** de unio them
as you would have them do unto you.” I shonld be glad to see you
but I cannot ; but if you are a good humble little Christian, yon will
soon come to me, so I must command you to God, pra‘ymg you will
ever trust in his grace and meet your parents in Heaven—there will
be no more parting.

And now, my dear, [ must bld you farewel] until we meet in

hearen
This is from your poor dymu' father—-FAREWELL' it makes my

‘heart ache to part with you, but oh ! do well and it will be well with
vou when you leave this world. May God be with you, and comfort
‘you all the time, and sanctify this afflicting dispensation to the

“spiritual good of your brothers and sisters, and ﬁnally may a!] dwell
together at last at Chris’s right band, ,

b
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 WHO WAS HUNG FOR MURDER.
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Mrs. Maryfﬁunkle was bornin the town of Root, Montgemery
Co. N. Y., and at the time of her execution was about fifiy years of
‘age. She was married to her late husband ip her native town,
and says she become jealous of him about a year after marrige, since
flx_,?'_]h.;ich time a continual series of difliculties have occurred between
them. . e, | - g ¥
v .She acknowledges that she obtained goods upon a forged order,
about ten years after her marriage, and says that it was her first
GRLOE . o R T TROE- 6385 Tt PR e s S B il
-~ Not long afterward a pedlar; passed through the section .w_hertei_'she
‘resided, and sold goods on a . .credit of four or five weeks.. Not
appearing at the expiration of that time to make his collection,
suspicions ware arounsed, and as the result of enquiry, the pedlar was
traced as far as the house of Mr. Runkle, but no further trace of him
could be obtained., . 4k e | |
.. Her children, when spoken to about new .dresses, said that their
mother had plenty of such cloth; and having: repeated the .remark
in their mother’s presence, were soon after found drowned in a tub
of water—the d?@-hh being but a few inches. It is generally believed
that she murdered the pedlar, and afterwards ner own children,
to prevent detection. This she denies. B

gne of the offences she acknowledges, is the robbing of a church
in Fulion, of its cushions, &e. She was arrested, but evaded the law
by a settlement. She has alsobeen charged with poisoning her son,
who, she says, died of the measles.

The circumstances of her husband’s death are yet freshin the
memory of our readers. He was found dead in the morning, when
the neighbors ware called, with bruises upon him, which aflorded
sufficient evidence of her guilt in the mind of the Court. She ac-
knowledges a quarrel berween them, but charges the blame upon
him, and avers that she did not intend to murder him, butdid to in
defending herself from his assault. She gives the following version

of the affairs

(]



31

«« The general health of my hsband was not good ; on or
about the 20 of August, he procured four vials of medlcme,

and one fourth gallon ofbrandy v a portion of the "brandy he _

applied externally.  ‘At'tea time, he became furiously mad,

veuting' his feelings upon we. I tried to quiet liim, but'all to

no purpose ; after tea, in his continued rage, he caught hold

of my hair and pulled me over on the floor, ctmtmumgm kiek

andstrike me, uutil'l thought he would ‘kill'me. At length I
got'free from him, snggesting that I'would eall for aQSIstance,

he declaing that if 1 did so he would break my neck. ‘At the
proper hour ‘he prepared to retire for the mght, callmﬂr fm'__

some milk which was promptly furnished.:
‘Withina very short time ‘he took twice of the medicine,

complaining that the milk was sour, he then took alarge drink ;_
of brandy, and lay down, soon callmg for the wash, ‘which '

he applwd to his neck. I foundmyvself in much distress from

the bruises inflicted upon ‘me. While engaged "in baﬁhmtr
my bruises he frequently called npon me to come 10" bed :

Near elevenortwelve welock; he ealled me up'tv getsome

drink. ' Athis request I'lay down with Lim 5 the first thing [
was sensmle of; T'found him on my smmach, b’lmchm!r me by

my throat, A desperate fight ensued between us; I made

very effort in my power to defend myself; while the struggle
lasted | struck him with such force that he fell over a clm:r.“

He beat me mlh such wolence that I bled prof'ﬁs'uly at’ the
nose, :.. |

After the ﬁght was over, I helped hlm up and he sat’ down, |

calling for a dry shirt. There'was'a’ dry shirt Hangmg near
© hiwy which he ‘procured himself, and partly put co. 1 then

helped hing 1o puton the othersleeve, after which he express-

ed a wish to lay dotvn, as he was tired ; he accordingly did
so.’TLthen lay down mth him, soon after which I'heard lnm

make a strunge noises Dimmediately arose and procured a

light, when, discovering  froth on his lips, I' directed my
daughter to callin the neighbors, it being then about daylight

I did not for one moment suspose that I should be suspect-
ed of the crime of murder, as 1 had no intention of terminat-
ing his existence. The representation that I made at the
time, though not in strict consonance with my present state-
ment, was prom pted by no other motive, then that of suppres-
sing his conduct from public gaze.*

A relation of the crrmminal, was present, to take charge of
her body for her friends, who are said to be respectable.

]
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THE EXECUTIO‘&I

Mrs. Many Runkle was executed at the Jail in Whitesboro "
The gallows was erected in'the room over the Jailor's Omc‘e;s:
and consisted of a strong lever about, fourteen feet in length .
the long arm of which eight feet in length;, was held b-y a
cord, nnd loaded with wewhts.... | | |

To the short arm was attached the hangmp_', which was ex-
tended down through the floor into the jailers office, the-
noose being attached toat. ... . . BT

Dmmn' the duy, up to the time of her e*{ecutmm Bhf‘ lay-
almost motionless on her bed, her eyes half closed, and her
right hand restingupon the bed-clothes on her bosom. Her
ﬁngers only moved slowly as if she was engaged in deep and
unbappy thought. - She spoke only whispers, Bnd aﬂsmted;._
some in d:essung herself for the event. hatfuans 9

She said she was prepared fm‘ death havmg made peacej'-
with her Maker 3 1 191 | i ¥

At two minutes past twelve 0 clock she, was carried down
to the room assigned for the: execution, and placed in the
chair under the spot where the cord passed down. -

Having been placed in this position, the jailor seated beside
her, she rested her head upon  his shouldey, whlle a feelmg' |
and appropriate prayer was made. -

The sheriff then asked her, . | o b

“Mary Rurkle, have you any word to sav to thls jlll'J': 30 -_
these people.” | .1

To which she gave no answer.

The bell rang. the cord. was cut, and she. was launchede:
into eternity’! ' Not a word not.a . motwn, bat a very little
heaving of the chest, y -

After hanging twenty minutes, her body was cut down, put
in the coffin, and delivered to her friends. -

Thus olosed the earthly fate of Mary Runkle. |

THE END



