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¢¢ The affair which occafioned the proclamation is as follt;xf\smﬂaiy |
f¢ previous to captain Wall’sleaving his government on the coaft of Africa,
““ he ordered five foldiers to receive eight hundred lafthes each : the confe-
¢ quences were truly melancholy, as three of the anhappy fufferers died of
“¢ their wounds. Mr. Wall departed from Africa the day after the purifh-
‘“ ment, and returned to England unacquainted with the death of the men ;
¢« the officersof the garrifon having arrived within a few days, 1mmediately
‘¢ laid their complaint before the privy-council. The furgeon who attend-
s ed, when afked why he did not ftop the punifhment, which he had a
 right to do? anfwered, Becaufe he feared a fimilar fate. =~ Information
‘“ being given on oath, before a jultice, two perions were. difpatched to ap-
‘“ peehend captain Wall, who was then at Bath, at the houfe of a lady,
““ where they found him, and brought him from thence to Marlborough.
¢« At this place he requefted liberty to fend for his wife, which being grant-
¢« ed, he difpatched a meflenger for the lady, at whofe houfe he had been,
“ and fhe overtaking them at Reading, the men were prevailed upon to
¢« permit the captain and his lady to lie together, the officers fitting up in
‘¢ an adjacent room, in which they forgot there was a window, From
¢¢ this window the captain defcended, and taking a poft coach, went off.

¢« The next morning the officers took the lady into cuftody, and brcught
~ %¢ her to town, where fhe was immediately difcharged."”
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HIS morning, as early as fix o’clock, the populace began to

aflemble oppoﬁte Newgate, and by half an hour after feven the
croud was prodigious; all- the windows and roofs of the houfes were
covered with fpectators. The throng continued to increafe every mo-
ment, and the moft marked diffatisfag’cion {eemed to reign amongit the
multitude, in confequence of their having been twice before difappointed,
Every individual appeared in a ftate of anxious uncertainty, fome affcrt-
ing that the execution would take place, but far the greater number were
of a different opinion. The difcontent at eight o’clock became general,
and the murmurs feemed to threaten a riot; but, owing to the vigilance

of the City Marfhall, the conftables, and their attendants, aided by the

London Militia, who were all on duty, the tranquillity of the neighbour-
hood was preferved; even when the fcaffold and drop were placed ready,
itill the populace would not believe the execution would take place. At
five minutes after eight, Mr. Wall afcended the fcaffold, and was re-

ceived with three diftin& huzzas from the populace. He was drefled in
apparel far inferior to his condition; an old light brown mixed coat and
black velvet cqllar, pantaloons and f{lippers: and held a handkerchief in
his hand, At the moment he came on the fcaffold, his looks were
fixed on the ground. On coming forward, he turned his head towards
Smithfield; he did not feem to with to fpeak to the populace, but toek
Mr. Sheriff Cox by the hand, and faid to Dr. Ford, the Ordinary, <]
beg that I may not be pulled by the heels.” This Dr. Ford communi-
cated to the executioner, who, in whatever manner he took 1t, affixed
~ the knot on the back of the prifoner’s neck. The {cene then about to
take place was one of the moft folemn and impreflive ever difplayed in the
hiﬁdry of this country. An example, never to be forgotten, of the ipm-
~ partiality and vigilance of our {yftem of Criminal Law was on the point

of being prefented. This was enough to command the refpect even }(:f
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the multitude, and to reftrain every appearance of tumult or diforder,
It is with fincere regret, therefore, that we have to mention that the popu-
lace, at the moment when the rope was put about the neck of the wretched
criminal, raifed a fhouty,—we do not mean to fay of favage triumph at the
death of a fellow-creature, but furely of very reprehenfible exultation at
the fight of fo folemn an event. We are willing to believe that it was
merely a fpontaneous expreflion of their deteftation of inhumanity, and
their approbation of the impartial diftribution of juftice in the punifh-
ment of a crime at which nature revolts; but ftill we cannot help faying
that it was contrary to the' well known feeling and compaffion which (o
eminently diftinguifh the Britith charaéter. T'he conduct of the unfor-
tunate perfon was in the firft inftance firm, dilcovering no {fymptom of
extraordinary emotion, . This expreflion of the public opinion feemed,
however, to fhake his fortitude, and he turned to the executioner with
fome-agitation, and requefted him without delay to finith the punifh-
ment. When,the platform fell, he made a motion as if he wifhed to
drop without a jerk. His fall was~accompanied by another {hout from
the multitude ; a much fhorter time was pafied in the previous ceremony
than ufual. He was obferved to ftruggle longer in that {ituation than any
fuch fufferer had ever been obferved to do. At the expiration of eleven
minutes, it was, however, found neceflary to pull his legs. At the end
of the ufual time, being about ten wiinutes after nine, the body was cut
down, and conveyed in a cart to the theatre of difleCtion on Saftron-hill,
- elcorted by the City Marfhal and his attendants. |

During the time of his confinement, previous to trial, he occupied
the apartment which: was formerly the refidence of Mr. Ridgway, the
bookieller, His wife lived with him for the laft fortnight ; fheis a very
accomplifhed woman, about his own age: although he was allowed two
hours a day, from twelve to two, to walk in the yard, he did not once
embrace this indulgence, and, during his whole confinement, never
went out of his room, except into the lobby to confult with his Counfel.
He lived well, and was at times very facetious, eafy in his manners, and
ﬁleafant in converfation ; but during the night he frequently fat up in

is bed and fang plalms, overheard by his fellow prifoners. He had not -

many vifitors § his only attendant was a prifoner, who was appointed
for that purpofe by the turnkey. After trial he did not return to his old
apartment, but was condudted into a cell; he was {o far favoured as not
to have irons put on, but a perfon was employed as a guard to watch him
during the night to prevent his doing violence to himfelf. - His bed was
brought to him in the cell, on which he threw himfelf in an agony of
mind, faying, it was his intention not to rife until they called him on
the fatal morning. T'he Sheriffs were particularly pointed and precife in
their orders, with refpect to confining him to the ufua] diet of bread and
water preparatory to the awful event. ‘This order was fcrupulouily
fulfilled, .. £

"The prifoner, during a part of the night, flept, owing to fatigue and
perturbation of mind.~ T'he next morning his wife applied, but was re- _
tufed admittance without an order from one of the Sheriffs. She applied
to Mr. Sheriff Cox, who attended her to the prifon. From the time of
the firft refpite, until twelve o’clock on Wednefday night, he did not
- ceafe to entertain hopes of his fafety, SIS 31 | L '
. Ateleven o’clock an Wednelday night Mr. Kirby went into the pri-
~ foner’s cell with the man who was appointed to {it up with bim. He in;
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quired if any news had arrived! he was told none. Mr. Sheriff Cux,
who called upon him frequently before trial, about this time vifited him
o his cell. He expe&ed a refpite till twelve o’clock,—none then ar-
riving, after the Japfe of near an hour he inquired particularly whether the
machine, in being brought out of the prefs-yard, would make a great
noile, and enquired at what time ? The attendant, being unwilling to
difcompofe his miind, pretended to be ignorant of thofe matters. He fell
afleep between four and five o’clock, and did not hear the noife of the
£.cal machine, which was brought out at five o’clock, although 1t fhook
the whole prifon: but about twenty minutes after a-mail-coach going by,
he ftarted, and faid, * Is not that the fatal {caffold? The fame perfon
anfwered, no, obferving it was the mail, and he might hear the born
blow with it. He did not go to fleep again; he atked many other quef~
tions, and enquired whether, being: a tall man, he could not avoid the
jerk in the falling of the fcaffold, although it was done, he apprehended,
¢ diflocate the neck of the fufferer, and put him fooner out of pain.
He never had been off the bed, but to go to the water-clofet, fince cons

demnaticn. s ' 3
The crowd, though prodigious, was {aid to be not {o great as that

which attended the execution of Adamfon and W ilkinfon for forgery,
about three years ago; but the public indignation has never been fo high
fince the death of Mrs, Brownrigg. - .,

It appears when Mr. Wall came over from Franee, finding fome of
the withefles ftill living, who he thought might have been dead, he had
views of going again abroad; and from a converfation he had with a
friend in his room, it appeared he had confulted the Attorney-General,
and one of the Secretaries of State, upon the propriety of {o doing; they
advifed him to ftand the event of a trial. __

The late Captain Armftrong was his private Agent, as well as Agent
to the African Corps, of which Mr. Wall was Commandant, - Mr.
 Wall was only Iieutenant-Governor of Sena-Gambia, but afled as
* Chief, the firft appointment being vacant, It was an office he held but
a fhort time, not more -than two years. His emoluments were very
confiderable, as, befides his military appointments, he was Superinten-
dant of Trade to the Colony. % o
- His family were originally Roman Catholics, but of courfe he cons
formed to the Proteftant Church, or he could not have held his com-
miflions, Hehas a fonimna refpectable line of life ; but he thought it
prudent fince his misfortune to fay little concerning his family or
relatives. © Whilft abroad he went by another name. _

The intereft made to fave Governor Wall 1s well known. The whole
of Wednefday his cafe occupied the attention of the great Law=-
Officers; the Judoes met at the Chancellor’s in the afteernoon. The
conference lafted upwards of three hours. | _

Mrs. Wall; we believe, is. fifter to Lord Seaforth, and niece to the
Marquis of Stafford, and Earl of Galloway one of the Lords of the
Bedchamber.  All thefe interefts and others were exerted with the
utmott vigour to fave Mr, Wall, and the petitions prefented to the
King were numerous, as well as from powerful quarters; but. His
Majelty, with great firmnefs, refifted every application, and infifted that
juftice fhould take its courfe, The King has been prevailed on to grant
‘fome very unpopular pardons during his reign.  In this ihitance he
has ordered a popular cxccution.-f It 1s impoflible perfons in. the QP}FI
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circles of life can believe that the Indignatiori and rage of the lewer
¢lafles extended.to the length they did. They contrafted Governor

Wall’s cafe with the fufferings of the Mutineers; every one who has
a fon cr a brother in the army or navy became a partizan againit
Governor Wall, fearing that fuch Governors might, if he efcaped,
put their relatives to death with impunity., The cry was, THE PooR
GUILTY SUFFERj; THE RICH GUILTY ESCAPE. This {ubjelt has
engaged more of the public attention than any other, even than the
Definitive Treaty. Under thefe circumftances the King alted wilely
in enforcing the fentence.

However, lamentable the unhappy fate of Governor Wall, its co-in-
cidence with that of the unhappy fcamen, who have recently f{uffered
at Portfmouth, is fortunate for the charafter of the nation and its go-
vernment, It will bear teftimony to Europe, and to the world, that,
whatever inroads may bhave been made on Britith freedom, Englith
juftice {till retains its original purity, and is {till "equally and impar-
tially adminiftered to the Peer and to the Pealant, making no dif
tinction between the private and- his commander, but punifhing, pro-
teCtinz, and avenging all alike. &%

It will be a confolation to fuch of the “Britifh feamen as may be de- ¢
jected and caft down by the melancholy, though juft end of {o many of
their comrades, to find that no flim{y charge, no groundlefs imputa-
tation, no pretended mutiny, either imagined at the moment, or after-
"« wards trumped up, as occalion may require, will be admifted as a juf-

tification of feverities, caufelefsly and inhumanly infli¢ted. When they

fee the death of a fimple Serjeant, without family, or friends, in a

country whence the report of his wrongs might poflibly have never

reached home, now made the fubjelt of a State Profecution, conduited
by the two principal criminal officers of the crown, with the afiit-
anceof a number of other highly refpeflable counfel, and. the atten-
dance of every witnefs, in the {malleft degree ncceflary, colleéted with
all the anxicty, that could have been beftowed on the cafe at the com-
mencement of the profecution in 1784, by the Widow and Orphan Chil-

.dren of the decealed, (if fuch he had, and they were rich enough to afford

the expenfe), will they not rejoice to fee that punifhments are not for them

alone, and that the proudeit of thofe who rule them cannot tyrannife
~over them with impunity ¢ It is natural to the ignorance of low fitua-
tion to f{uppofe that fuffering is confined to its own clafs, In fome

“countries this is unfortunately too much the fact. I ours, great crimes

are rare in the higher ranks of fociety ; but in the few inftances that

have occurred, the equality of juftice has been enforced in a manner
that gives every Peafant in the land realon to thank HeavEN, that he
was born in fuch a country, | _ Lt
The circumitances of the convition and punithment of My, Wall .
are extremely ftriking. His withdrawing himfelf from juftice in 1784 ;
his voluntary return and furrender ‘in the confidence of efcaping; and
the prefence of every witnefs who could have originally appeared agajnft
- him, or who was enabled to contradict thofe brought forward im his
defence ; will be, to {uperftitious minds, a ftrong confirmauon of the
belief, that Heaven interpoles ina peculiar manner in the deteétion and

punithment of murder. As a public example, there 1s nmh‘ing to di-

minifh-its effelt. It is free from all thofe errors which might hive infa&tod

a grial had upder the immediate influence of popular odhum, arifing from

- | the
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- the retency of the fact.  Ina period of eighteen years, the malice (if
any.theré 'was) of the individuals who inftituted the profecution muft
bave {ubfided, and they muft now be governed by truth alone. Publi¢
borror and public amimofity had abated, The Minifters of the prefent
day are free from thofe paffions arifing from reprefentations made directly
to them of the facty or from the univerfal ery of indignation againft the
man, which might, in fome degree, have aftuated thofe of 1784.

- There 1s none of that headlong and over-ardent . zeal -for juftice, ill
underftood, fuch as governed the trials of ‘Lallyy Byng, and: Haftings,
and have often led to determinations afterwards lamented and cone

demned when it-was «too lates ' Mr Wall was unqueftionably not {a<

crificed to private faction, to popular fury, nor to minifterial cabal, The
ftatement of .the Attorney-Greneral was a mixture of eandour, meoderas
tion and energy ; perfeCtly conlonant to the idea of SHAKBSPEARE,

£ Nothinﬁgg;énuate, or {fet down aught in malice,’”

It was a plain narrative of: facts, ;g.rithoht-’a'ny other comment than the
opinion of the law how far they were criminal. Never did a Jury gé

into a box with lefs of prejudice, or of any matter extraneous to the caufe,

that could be fuppofed to have an 1mmpreper influence on: their decifion,
mever was.the whole of ‘the proceedings liftened to with ‘more attention,
-never was ewidence {fummed vp more: accurately “by-‘a Judge, law

ftated ‘mere diftin&ly, or falts.-pht: to the Jury more fairly and proi-‘
perly. —= T'he Verdict ofethe Jury was: unqueftionably juft. The Law

has done the reft. O DT AR R e | IR e |

. .We fhall not expatiate upon the crime; after an event whieh wafhes
away all crimes, and fuffers only the bare: record to remain tor ‘the in-
{truction.of futurity.. . The faét will live in our Hiftory; as 2 monument

of national juftice, ‘and as a warning to thofe 'who are entrufted with

great powersy. in places remote from control and {uperintendance, to

wufe thofe powers-with juftice  and moderation; and our feamen will re<
flect with-fatisfaction; that, while the Judge-Advecate of the Admiraley -
1§ profecuting difobedience and. breach of difcipline’ at Portfmouth; -

‘the Attornex-General of the King, is obtaining juftice againt cruelty
and ‘abule of power in Pondoh, ~ -~ =« un#T, 0 Do

"THE END, -
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- The Trials of Fourteen Seamen for Mutiny, &c,
.;[,ate_'_ of the ‘I'éméraire, 98  Guns, ~in-Bantry-Ba};;."-- December, 1801,

. before a Court-Martial held on-board the Gladiators in Port{mouth-
. ‘Harbour, January 1802, | | " ,

To which 15 added, an  Account of the Execution.
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