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"OBJECT OF THE PUBLICATION

_Can such things be? - .

A Without our special wonder?
{f. : *'_'

. Aninfluential organ of the aristocratic classes has published a very stroﬁg"- |
appeal to the public in favour of observing the strictest silence relative to

the circumstances and the cause of the unhappy death of the lady Flora
fH_astings. This is claimed on the ground of mercy to her family, and it 18
also said -that, if ‘they who are blest could, influence the:motives and the
actions of those who are still on earth, it would be the behest of the departed
one, that respecting her own wrongs and her family’'s sorrow, all mankind

ghould hereafter “ hold their peace.” %
~ BuT THIS MUST NOT BE: it would be base not to do justice to the fiir,
the slandered fanmie and memory of the pEAD; it would be spurning the
admonitions and slighting the decrees of heaven, if we were not to educe
% the recent palace-calamity, stern but profitable warning for the
- Lady Flora has been the firs¢ victim to slander in the court of Victoria.
gay this exposure, and the reflections which accompany it, have some effect

in preventing a similar fate from falling on others; and thus the first
sacrifice will be the last. i
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THE COURT OF QUEEN VICTORIA.
f" False flattery spoke in accents loud .
g Within that proud and splendid scene :

Peers, Prelates, Statesmen, cringing bowed,
And crouched before the baby queen.

Tue greatest nation and a sceptred child! What a contrast! The
former RULED, and the latter the RULER ! Can the contrast be strength-
o d ? : : " e ':':

he poet of Nature, and of the best code of ethics which man has j'et'
propounded, tells us that |

= :.' ﬂ:

el “ Uneasy sleeps the head that wears a crown,”

‘Whatever may be the sleeping-hours of her present most gracious Majesty,
her wakeful moments seem fraught with joy. Every pleasure which the
richest nation in the world can afford, and even the joys which other
'-cm;mt-ries yleld, are all at the beck and command of the sceBtI"ed Chlld:'
Instead of the paste and paper soldiers which form the armies of other
outhful strategists, real men and genuine heroes compose her armies : she
has a nation’s resources for pocket-money; she has a palace for hgr nursery ;
the wise men of the age for her nurses; and dominions, upon which the sun
‘mever sets, for her play-ground: _
' Thus would rhodomontading politicians, yclept republicans, prattle, not
‘having before their eyes the fear of queens, nor the power and charms of
Jmondrchy, SR BERGE B, Fet Nay < 74 DR R v e %
. Far ther ise do the great bulk of the nation talk! But let them not,
by their idolatry of the queen, lure her on to her rumn. Let them not “kill
her with kindness ;” but midst the strife of parties, and the din of factions—
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and notﬁithstmdihg: he adﬁldfioﬁ ‘qf _-coh&'ﬁers,-a‘nﬂ the blandishments of a

palace, let hér'anmetifnési ‘hear -
| i What-priqcés seldom hear;; . -, . |
What courtiers seldom tell—-the _rR_UTH."'

One feeble pen, at least, shall write—one feeble tongue, at'least, shall tell

it L0 DI, | - :

If Englishmen are attached to their queen, and they ought to be-if they

are proud of her sway, as they say they are—and if, as they are justified in

doing, they fondly cherish the hope that, by her virtues and the favour of
her people, she will prove “the LElizabeth of a better age,”—-it behoves

them to be watchful of those who compose HER COURT. | 50

" She is little more than a child, and has not experience; she is a female—

and to‘woman’s proverbial frailty she adds the instability and caprice of
youthfulness: she is a queen, and is exposed to all the craftiness and

temptations of cunning ministers, who are attached to office for:its emolu-

ments, and not for its duties or honour. - She is surrounded by parasites,

anxious only for place, and who care not what they do to her or.to others,

in order to obtain it. ~And lastly, she has frequently about her person, and

generally in her presence, a horde of foreign un-English adventurers, who

know little about our institutions, and who care less about our honour as:a
nation, or our greatriess as a people.” It is an extraordinary anomaly that a
bevy of German prince-lings, who at home have less territory, and far smaller
incones, than our country squires in England, are popped into such places

about the palace as ‘makes Victoria’s court more like a German haspital;
than the residence of an English sovereign. | ; o

' The familiar position in which some of these Germans or other Conti-
nentalists are placed about her majesty is singular'enough. - For example’;
fwo hair-dressers, of un-english extraction, recently received from Viero-
RYA presents of a silver set of tea-service for their attention to her -Royal
person. But less is to be cared about these underlings than about others
with German names, and with thorough German hearts, ‘whose very
presence before her Majesty is contamination. -t is' pretty ‘generally
understood that in the recent ¢ untoward events,” as the mild Marquis of
Londonderry calls them, about the non-change of the Ladies of the House-
hold producing no change of ministry,—in that affair it is pretty well known
that the Tory aspirants for office insisted upon the retirement from the
palace of'a certain lady called Baroness Lehzen. Against' this lady’s cha-
racter, as elevated by all the honor of strict female virtne and chastity, there
is no charge—not a blot nor a stain. 'But as an intriguer, as a eourtier,. it
has been said that < She has been spared too long,” and that her ‘“expulsion
from the country to which, happily, she does not belong, 1s necessary for
thé happihess and the honor of her royal mistress,” Of the. lovely Eneg-

LisH woMEN by whom' the diadem of the maiden Queen is:upheld, -1
behoves us not to speak: Whatever of beauty and virtue the ranks of the
titled and honoured can yield, are -the ministering spirits - ab .the foot of
Victoria's Throne. Would that ‘as much could be said of' those of ‘the
othér sex who stand in the presence of Majesty ! - i g 2677 1oy

Little does it become us—Iless is it our inclinatien, to mix up the matters
of the Palace with public affairs.  But the Queen’s  circle is:not merelya
family :—the sécrecy of the hearth exists not, when what is sald or dene
relates; most materially and importantly, to thepublic. ~Of late, however;
there has been an ungainly effort to drag every thing connected with -the
Palace before the public. "Shortly before the stander agamst Lady Flora



Hastings, : tag public nad the scandal, that the; Queen had praetised manuad
exercise upon the cheek of a lady, who was afterwards stated to be Lady
Flora Hastings. Within the last few days another slander has been started.
1t appears that somebody told somebody that somebody told them that
somebody said to the Queen, that when she went to Ascot Races she was
hissed; by the Duchess of Montrose and Lady Sarah Ingestrie. '/ -
Peers have the right to demand an interview with the King ; and one of
the above-named noble ladies seems to have imagined that a.priori Peer-
esses have a right to demand an interyiew with a Qugen. . Ome of -them
actually sought such an interview with her Majesty, relative to this supposed
Lichfield 'aecusation., The: application was, however, refused, and very
properly ; for why should the Queen be teased as an arbitratress. in, female
squabbles ? - On the other hand, why should she. be exposed, or;rather,
why does she submit -to the'tattle of those who are near her person? « It
appears, however, that Lady Lichfield was not the mformant of the Queen,
as to the hissing.- ; : ' SR, CFIIE 0T LTINS SRLREFs (0¥
.The public have beard enough of Court. scandals. like these. . Another
was that when the Queen, as above referred to, in a moment of irritation,
(to which even :queens: ane prone). slapped a lady’s face, one of those
who were present, and whose - feelings unfitted her, ta. be, a glozing
parasite of a . court, expressed to her. sovereign, in. terms, such . as, the
occasion demanded, her regret that such a course had been.taken. . The
scandal went on to affirm that thereupon, the Queen .ordered the Jady ta
her own private room, in which she remained, until, by the interference. of
the' Duchess of Kent, she was:set at-liberty. The scandal was completed by
the declaration that the lady who was thus used was. ng, other than hey
whose loss is”now so much deplored. In addition to these scandals, and
.Court-flsbberty-fibs, a string . *‘much longer than my. arm,” might here bg

~ spun. But enough is-already known ; ana from that which is known, what
results ? - Why, that in spite of the guardian care.of the Duchess of Kent,
and in spite of the advice of the Duke of Sussex, the Courtor, VicToRriA
IS NOT WHAT "IT OUGHT, TO: BE.. Her majesty may be headstrong; or
those who surround her may be head-weak or heart-tainted :—no matter
what is the causes+here is the result, Her court s, not what. it gught to,
bey or the gabble of ‘palace, scandal would not centinually ring. in our ears?

WL |

nor would  slanderous -fongues have put aside the splendid. robes.of the
titled: wictimy to enshroud her with the cold revolting habiliments of Death.
‘This is enough to-make every.husband, wife, sister, brother,.or friend de-
elare that something is wrong in the eourt. It is not for the writer of
these pages to assign the eanse of (thisy: . With regard to too many; of the
other noblemen and gentlemen around, her majesty, the less said the better;
A few are examples fit for imitation.in all that that pertains to public and
private virtue.. Of othérs—Ilet the registers in the Courts  of law. declare
an .opinion:’ Are Crim. Cons. and chastily synonymous? Is gambling,
honesty ? ~ If'so, the Court of her Majesty is a via fatica 1 Which all the
purity of every wvirtue is.concentrated. . .. ... o Dooaod o fai
o And truth tootelly=~the «bill of fare” of household and official dainties;
which was prepared when the Tories recently. attempted to take the reing
and profits of power, Was quite as unique.a specimen of political euzsine; as
that which is now spread in the palace; Sad indeed is the reflection that
our grent men-are: thus stained—that vice and. wealth thus. sor, often: go
together. Away with misanthropy, but welcome to  rigid virtue! = All
must agreethat the Queen’s court is:not. ((as-already. said ). what it ought,
be. By thé efforts of popular vivtue, let:aristocratic .\[ihﬁ;..be;;l}egtlrg_ipﬁ@»_; and




royal purity of mind be scrupulously guarded. A vicious aristocracy, ' aii
unprincipled. ministry, -babbling. . courtiers, ' slandering - beldames,  jealous
“rough decrepid hags,” and ambitious maidens, if left without the compass
of good example, and without the influence of virtuous precepts; will soon
make the court of even a, maiden queen a national pandemonium. . Such
was the court of Franee when Masillon preached; and the vices of that
court-ended in a bloody revolutions Thank God, the héart of our Queen is
tgtanmi! May.that Providence which deprived her of a father’s..care, but
which continued to her an adored mother’s love and a wise good uncle’s
ggli_lisielf-,-may- that Providence sustain her in the eourses of. virtue which
alone can command the affection and. respect of her people: may it put evil
,;Qqnsellors.from before her;—may it teach-heér that ‘the bhappiness of :the
people is the throne'’s security and  the sovereign’s honor. . May all kind of
evil Spﬁaki_-ng be set aside; MAY SLANDER NEVER HAVE ANOTHER VIC-
TIM ;——and.ohl that virtue and delicacy; and truth and justice, may daily
increase, out. of the royal amd aristoeratic circles, the number of their

Ign v S
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. FLORA HASTINGS,

i.-:~;GOMMENCEMEN_T‘ OF THE'SLANDER AGAINST LADY i

- “Thou’ shalt -not bear false witness against thy neighbour.” "'

ot HARLY in . March; the crop of ‘court 'scandal was exceedingly  plentiful,
and there was no lack ‘of calumny-mongers to reap.it.  Not-to speak-of the
statements relative to disgraceful reductions in the salaries and allowanees
of ;the royal servamts, we proceed at once to that which was the crowning
scandal of them' all;/the basest in‘its origin, and; thank God, the only oné
which was murderous -in its consequences. ' As ‘Maid rof Honour to-thé
Duehess of Kent, - Lady Flora Hastings was a frequent guest at the royal
table ;. .and .none: were more worthy, either as regards thehonors of her:
family, or the lustre of her own private virtués. - The daughter of the great
Moira—a member of 'one of the most resolute liberai families—was well
entitled to grace the court of her who fills the throne of'a ‘monarch} who
cilled Flora’s father his intimate and cherished friend. [

1t 1s exceedingly difficult to assign’'a caise for the base ‘and assassin
attack which was madé upon her unblemished fame. - Had she: been a Airt-
ting, coquetting miss, in her teens; her spirits. meréurial, and her condiet
- unguarded, though inndeent ;- it might not have excited surprize if 'some of
the court babblers had: ventired to assail: her reputation.” But she was not
a-giddy girls: thirty-three years and a half had rolled ever her head, and
had. introduced, her intp the maturity of staid womanhood. * Her tempera-
ment. was not warm; herswords were few, and- her manners, though cheerful
and , obliging, 'were. nevertheless so' restrained and so guardedy that they.
wopld have rendered her the ornament of any circle-into which she might
have fallen: ' . She had the dignity réquired. for a, -eourt, united: with: the
unaflected simplicity and the unsophiseated innocence, which are. théappro-
Priate—as they are the characteristic~jewels of, the humblest cottage girl;
Such, theing her character, so prudent and so mature, so’ guarded, and
unstained, why was it ruthlessly assailed ? - Whence: came the assassin hand
WACRAOUGRL 50 PuTR.8 WOHIDL 1y 1o 0 ol moniow 2HH674 1hr T s oot
.1t 1. Well known, that upon the accession of ja new monarch,  the smiles
of ,courtly favor. frequently fall.on other fages, than' those upon which the
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last sovereign shed the light of his countenance. There are such pefSOﬁ'g
now in the %’al-ace; persons whose politics by no means recommend them
to the special favour of a liberal queen. '. | .,

If Lady Flora had acted haughtily or disdainfully to these, it might have
been supposed that from them the barbed-poisoned dart was thrown. But
such was the goodness of her nature——such the free communion of her love,
—that t) these, and to all, she always proved herself an ingenuous- associate,
knowing no guile—a companion-courtier free from all intrigue. |

It ‘has even been said by the organs of the Tory party, that the attack
upon her was made from the Liberals in the 'palace, because she exhibited
too much regard for their political rivals. The fact is—and it is well known
in the palace—that Lady Flora was no politician at all. On the false
assumption that she was, and that her influence was displayed somewhat in
favour of the Ministerial opponents, it has been asserted that she was
slandered by some of the Liberal ladies in the queen’s confidence; and more
than one lady has been mentioned as ‘the guilty party. = The noble ladies
who have been so coarsely and unjustly dragged before the public; as the
perpetrators of this unwomanly outrage, are the Marchioness of Tavistock
and Lady Portman. It is now, however, und~rstood that they had no share
in the shameful forgery—and that it was much talked of in the palace
before the month arrived during which it was their turn to be * in waiting."
Those two noble ladies, after having been daily attacked by some portions
of the Tory press—and after having had all the opprobrium of the foulest
falsehood heaped upon them, have thus been acquitted by one of those
public organs, which, for once at least, has shown that its love of ‘truth is
greater than its hatred of a Whig. ‘LThe JoAn Bul. says :=—*In a matter
like ‘this, we know mnothing of polities ; - political feeling ought never to
interfere with truth, and, although the Marchioness of Tavistock is the
daughter of the Conservative Earl of Haddington, and:Lady Portman the
daughter of the Conservative Earl of Harewood; they are married to Whig
lords, and, in right of that connexion, hold offices in the Whig household ;
still truth is truth, and the truth is, that both these ladies are as blameless
of originating a scandal, so ill calculated to elevate the character of a
maiden Court, as we are who ' never heard of it, until it was the eommon
talk of the cirele.” | .- Seiabig R

The question, Wro ' 18 THR SLANDERER? still returns upon.us. ' Is the
honour due to Sir James Clarke?  Did he, from the appearance of Lady
Flora—labouring as she was under a painful disease—did he ever drop a word,
a hint, which formed the basis of the charge? Had Baroness Lehzen—from
her hatred of any and every English favourite—had she any aet or part ‘in
disseminating the falsehood ?  If she had, why did she fix upon the poor Lady
Flora? ~Can it be possible that Lord Melbourne, or any of the ministers,
¢ fathered the lie?” Certain it is that they stood in need of something to
divert public attention from their policy of abandoning every go@-d measure,
and from certain court questions, in which the entire household were included;
Could it be that the venerable gallant—or that any of the salaried placemen,
or subservient expectants, who are ready to do his bidding-=could it be that
they unfeelingly made her ladyship the scapegoat for their political crimes, by
throwing upon her virtue the slur of infamy, in order that the shame and ruin,
which was their own due, might become HER hapless doom? Sarely this
could not be: cruel, unfeeling, and heartless as was the reply of Lord Mel-
bourne to Lady Flora’s venerable mother, when she sought’ justice for her
injured child—bad as that ‘letter was, the writer of 1t never could have
sanctioned so foul a course as that which has above been alluded to. WHENCE
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THEN, 0AME THE sLANDER?  The Whigs say the Tories have killed ler
Jadyship, and the Tories lay her blood at the door of the Whigs! What
proof is there that she fell a victim to the party feelings of either? The
queen ‘is less to be ‘blamed than has been imagined—unless, indeed, her
Majesty was the first to throw out the ungracious insinuation. If she did
so—if, with her upright and illustrious mother by her side—she gave utter-
ance, before any portion of her Court, to the base and indelicate supposition,
it is only telling the truth to declare, that she has not the propriety of her
sex, or of her age—and that a'too-confiding people must have given her credit
for a'greater amount of the virtues which endear and ennoble social life, than
she in reality possesses. Buit, if the queen did not originate ithe report—if
it reached - her unsuspecting ears before the idea entered her. young heart—
did she, even then, act das became her? (195018l ~

It is painful to indulge in these speculations; it would be less so if by
them the guilty slayers of “a fair sweet lady” could.be dragged from the
splendour which shields their guilt and exposed to the infamy which that
guilt deserves. - After all, it is not unlikely that the rumour originated with
some prattling girl, some aged roue or perfumed boy about the Court. . The
personal ' disfigurement to which her ladyship’s complaint subjected ‘her,
would be a welcome theme for the ribald jests of the old and.of the young,
who may be dead to the sense of virtue and to the claims of woman’s chastity.
But what are we to think of ‘a Court, not only containing, but:' mainly com-
posed of, such living libels'on their race? ~Let the origin of the slander be
viewed as it may: speculation may do its best; the ENTIRE is YET a MYS-
TERY, ‘and most’ likely so it will remain, Heaven grant that if ever it is
developed, ‘it will net- fix the' fault upon any Englishman, far less upon any
ExcrisH womaN.  And, so soon as that guilt shall be fized upon a foreign
minion of the Court, may the next tide bear her on its ebbing waters, from
the land shie has injured and disgraced, to the land:from which she came, and
which, 19 17 8E virRTUOUS, will not bid her welcome,

B = B e
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COMMUNICATION OF THE SLANDER TO LADY FLORA.

““ Be thou as chaste as ice, as pure as unsunned snow,
Yet shalt thou not 'scape calumny.”

IT would be useless to enquire how long the authors of the scandal gloated
over it in private, before they ventured to let it reach the royal ear; but the
following is a correct statement of the first intimation respecting it, which
was made to its own unhappy object. The facts have been given to the public,
under the signature of Hamilton Fitzgerald, Esq., Lady Flora’s uncle, and
have not been contradicted in a single particular, He wrote his statement on
the twenty-first of March, and the following is its substance. |

Some weeks previous, Lady Flora arrived in London, from Scotland. = Her
ladyship was in a bad state of health, and was attended professionally by Sir
Jamﬂ_ﬂ Clarke.; who was then physician to the Duchess of Kent, ashe still is
to the Queen.t Her disease manifested itself by a swelling of the stomach—for
the enlargement of the liver downwards had not then proceeded so far as to
affect the lower abdominal parts. Her ladyship took much and severe exer-
cise, and the swelling was much abated. On the first day of March, Sir James

% Does not this fact render the conduct of Sir James _Clﬁ-rkq unwise, unaﬂcé;lﬁjt-
able, and reprehensible? U
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Clarke! went to her roomy and told ifer that/it was the opinion of some of the
ladias about:thié Couft that he was jpregnanty.q - .1 poitaT et bag .« ideyhs
- It was thus abruptly and uncerem oniously that the strange imputation was
conveyed to Lady Flora. » Of all the (Queen’s:friends, even including her mother,
no female was selected to bear the dﬁlit:ate..message :,not ,t*he.l_&ast.r,egardim
paid tothe feelings of  the noble lady ; and if}; in acting. thus, the Queen did
right, heaven forefend us from palace proprigdydad 2o moitton vas sroiad 9908
1/ 'The indignane lady repelled the foul slander as., ecame her - station,: her
family, and her innocence. Sir Jaines, howevers beggad her to admit the con-
dition-in which she was, tn order-to save her;cnaraeter. ; Lady FKlora,. in the
pride of conscious integrity, declarecl that she had nothing .to confess. ; Her
ladyship spurned the proposal, and the chagrined doctor.then declared that it
was the will of the Queen—of that young and inexperienced’ creature——that
Tiady Flora $hould not again come ilito. her presence, until it-had heen.proved
that she was innocent, by a medical examination of her person.: ;. 45 s
‘All this had been discussed and arranged. in . the. royal closet, without a
word ‘being said to the Duchess of ¥ ent, who was not. only Lady Flora’s. mis-
4ress, but Victoria’s mother. -INay, 1t must.even have .been kept from Lady
Forbes; the relative of Flora. How repugnant to all the high notions which
have been formed: of the ¢haracter of the Queen, 1s the idea of her having acted
so rashly, so unfeelingly, so unfilially, if not so indecently ! . ,Upon her, or her
-instigdtors in' this atrocious conspiracy, greatblame must fall.. , .. 100w 10
- | From the foom of Lady Flora, whom he left in sorrow and afflietion of spirit,
the-doctor went to the Duchess of Kent and.expressed to - her his belief .that
Lady Floraiwas with whild. -~ The plot was well laid ; and as soon,as the doctor
had left the apartments of the royal mother, in came Lady! Forbes, who'com-
municated to her the command off the Queen,,-that Lady  Flora should. not
agdin enter the royal presence until she ‘had undergonea personal examination,
for the purification of: her  characiter from, the, foul accusatiow, which some
enemy whom she knew  mnot: had made, 'The Duchess of - Kent, as became
" o woman and a mother, met such. a proposal with the contempt which it
merited.  She said that she knew too much of the honor of a Hastings, and

too much of Lady Flora's ownvirtue, 10 believe the calumny ; and she refused to

-

permit Lady Hastings to undergo the coarse and degrading ordeal, for which
the Queen (!) and her physician palledc iy sraidy vapodisshs

Mothers, and particularly mothers so ‘attentive and tender as the mother of
our Queen, are always sepsitively alive to any slight, either in affection, or in
‘want of confidence, on the part of “thosé whom they have trained if"the way
‘they should go. How the Duchess of Kent was affected by the conduct of

‘Victoria upon this occasion, it is not for the writer to surmise.

' On the second of March, the consent of the Duchess, was, however, obtained ;
and “to vindicate her character, by instantly giving the lie to the slander,
‘Tady Flora consented to the examination, * It i¥ stated to have been'a very

: VEIV Sp‘_it:t Orle ; 'thel I‘E'S!lﬂt_ | ﬁjasj_ thetri‘umphant '-est'abl'ishnféht 0?151?3‘ tni..
tarnisﬁéd innocence . Oh, bu\;‘ at the e’};‘iaenc;e of Hoﬁ“rﬂuch feeling was that
‘vindication wrought | 'How many and bitter were the pangs which the éﬁdggie
“hetween personal delicacy and outraged cﬁar"at“férr_&ézcﬁsiﬂnéd‘.' From' that
‘hour she scarcely smiled again : though innb'r._ieﬁ't;:lI'S_I;_t:er'dr?qped; tho‘ﬁ”g}: vindi-
“cated, she: died. Honor is a tender plant ; once'smitten with the rude breath
“of falseho od—it seldom again réars its head in vigour and loveliness:” '
eullige iy, siae Clarke; and Another Clarke called Sir Charles, immediately upoh
the exarnination, gave her ladyship a certificate that she was not pregnant,
-and thi & tHete were No ‘appearandes upon her person -that she'had evet’ been
s0. A cprrTirICATE indeed! What a plaster for a‘'wounded mind 1 . And



"

then, thus ticketed and cortificated, the injured and insulted virgin mlght join
the Queens circle and sit in the plﬁse-nc.e of her slandererd! The maid of
honor was assimilated to the maid of the kitchen, and must produce a character,
or be supposed to want one. Such is the marvellously proper Court of her
Majesty. | |

These savage and disgusting pmceedmgs soon reached the ear of Lady
Flora’s brother, who, though severely indisposed at the time, forgot his own
sufferings to revenge the unsullied honour of his noble sister, and the outraged
dignity of his illustrious house. He hastened to the palace in which  his
sister’s slanderers were harboured. He insisted upon seeing Lord Melbourne,
who declared that he had not been at all concerned in the proceedings., This
was all that the Marquis required of mim. He then exercised his right
as a peer of the realm and demanded an interview with the queen. Tt could
not be refused. He saw her; and whilst he acqni‘ted her Majesty of all destre
to injure his sister either in her feelings or her character, he manfully de-
nounced those who had basely led her Majesty to sanction so gross a violation
of both. He did his utmost to discover the authors of the calumnyv ; and, had
they been discovered—if of one sex they would have experiegnced the bravery
of a Hustings, or if of the other they uﬁnld through the law, have felt hig
resentmeunt,

When it was too late—when the injury was done—swhen thé degradation
of an examination was accomplished, the queen communicated to Lady
Hastings her sorrow at what had happened, and even tears rolied down the
royal cheek whilst her Majesty regretted that she had been beiraved into the
conduct she had pursned. Why did she not offer the ouly reparation in her
power, viz. the exposure of those who had betrayed nER, and s'andered an
innocent woman, whose family has rendered such eminent services to the
nation. |

The Duchess of Kent, who acted like a mother thronghout thie whole of the
melancholy and disgraceful tranquctinn, wrote a most feeling letter to the
Dowager Countess of Hastines, the mother of the Court victim, to soothe her

afflicted maternal feelings. T hat venerable lady is now on the verge of death:
her life has been a protracted one; but her heaviest sorrow was reserved to

the last : it came at a moment when its force was not needed to snap the worn
thread of life. She lived to know that Flora was dead—that heaven had
received from the palace an inmate; and in all probability, before these pages
meet the public eye, the mother and her child will have met in the regions of
glory, where the roses never fade—where slander cannot eome, and * blus
perennial reigns.

SIR JAMES CLAKKE.

Canst thou not minister to a mind diseased,
Pluck from the bosom the deep-seated sorrow * * %

TaE conrt of the present Queen is not infested with so mamy Scotchmen
as other courts whlch have gone before it. ~ Sir James Clarke is, however
from ““the land o’ cakes.” Within the last few davs reports have been apread
that he was the authior of the report; and on the other hand it 1s said it
‘arose from cirenmstances connected with Lady Flora's journey fom Sf‘ot—
land .in.a steam-boat, with Sir John Couroy. --What 5 R RN o
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It is much to be feared, that, whoever were the origimators of the slander,
‘they will escape the shame and the odium of an exposure. If Sir James
was the first who uttered it, his reputation as a physician is not less da-
maged than his character as a man. And on the other hand if he were
merely concerned in it, inasmuch as he received the roval command to
ascertain her ladyship's real condition—HE best knows whether it was
necessary for her to be subjected to that strict personal investigation which
she underwent, and which, to one of a-pure and chaste mind, must have
been little less revolting and painful than the imputation of the charge from
which it was to free her. Whatever may have been the opinion of the
Queen’s physician upon this point, a strong conviction prevails in the minds
of the matrons and fathers ot England, that he who had not sufficient skill
to spare her ladyship the pain of such an ordeal, is little fitted for the high
station he fills. Sir James, however, 1is still the favourite medical adviser
of the Sovereign; and it is understood that there are few greater favourites
at court. If he were equally the favourite of the publiec—his popularity

might be envied. He has been properly dismissed from attendance on the
‘Duchess of Keut.

BIRTH OF LADY FLORA.~—HER ANCESTRY. ;

M 'F‘.' J {

Her Indyship was born in Queen-street, Edinburgh, on the 11th of February, 1800, She was eonse-
quently thirty-three years, four months, and twenty-three days old when she died. She was the eldest
child of the lute Marquis of Hastings by Flora, in her own right Countess of Loudoun in the Peeruge
of Seotland, The marriage, which took place while the Marquis (then Earl of Moira) was Commander
m-Chief of the Forces in Scotland, was celebrated with much state, on the 12th July, 1804, at Lady
Perth’s house, in Grosvenor-square. The noble bride was given away by his Royal Highness the Prince
of Wales, and the ceremony was performed by the Bishop of London, The Marquises of Hastings are

n the Peerage of Ireland as well as of England, Their noble house is descended from Paulinus de

tuwdon, who was captain of a troop of Archers in the invading army of William the Conqueror, from
whom he received the grunt of a large extent of land neur to Leeds. Mr. George Rawdon, the 19th
fn descent fromn Paulinus de Rawdon, who distinguished himself for his loyalty in the Irish rebellion
of 1641, was in 1655 made a Baronet of England. In 1750 Sir John Rawdon was raised to the
Irish Peerage, as Earl Moira, and in 1783 the holder of the title was made a British Peer, as Eurl
Rawdon of York. The father of Lady Flora, at the age of 17, and so early in his career as at the
battle of Bunker’s Hill, by his gallantry in leading on the grenadiers of the 5th regiment elicited from
General Burgoyne the celebrated exclamation, ‘‘Lord Rawdon has this day stamped his fame for life 1”’
On his return to England, after having distinguished himself throughout the American war, George I1]..
ereated him a British Peer, and appointed him one of his own Aides-de-Camp. When the war with
the French Republic broke out, his lordship was made Major Generul, and was named to a command
fuo which . not only were most of the ancient noblesse of IFrance anxious to serve under him, but un
English general-officer of high reputation and acquirements, was eager to forego his claim to seniority,
from deference to his lordship’s galluntry and skill. At the time when the Dritish forees, under the
Iate Duke of York, (who wus as much fit to be Commander-iu-Chief as he was to be Bishop of Osng-
burgh)  were In a position of greut jeopardy near Antwerp, it was the dashing advance of Lord Moira
- at the head of 10,000 men, that relieved at least, if it did not actually save, the army,

In 1803 his lordship was appointed to the high and exalted rank of General, and to the
command of the forees in Scotland, In 1806 he became Master-General of the Ordnance and Constable
of the Tower. In 1813 he wus named Governor-General of India, and Commander-in-Chief of all the
Forces in the East Indies; and on the 6th of February, 1817, the thanks of Parliament were voted to
his lordship, then Murquis of Hastings and K.G,, for his judicious arrangements in the plan and di-
rection of the militury operations ugainst Nepuul, by which the war was brought to a successful issue,
ind peace estublished on just und honourable terms. The noble Marquiss subsequently went to Malta
4s Governor and Commander in Chief, and died there in 1824, Few men enjoyed a more brilliant
career, und none were admitted to a closer friendship with the King whom he served.

The maternal ancestors of Lady Flora are also distinguished in the unnals of England. The famij]
gre & branch of the house of Argyle, and were very wealthy and influential so early as the days of
Pavid 1., king of Scotland. The Loudoun Peerage was created in 1641, though the patent for it waug
made out in 1688, The delay was occasioned by Sir J. Campbell in whose favour it was drawn, having
become obnoxious to the party in power. After the battle of Worcester he was compelled to hide
himself in the Highlands, and he and his son were the only persons exempted from the amnesty given
by the usurper to Scotland. The Loudouns, as well as the Rawdons, have been distinguished for their

military valour, a8 was alluded to in the letter from the Downger Marchioness to the Queen, which is
hereafter inserted. The futher of the Marchioness, Jumes, 5th Earl of Loudoun, had o tréﬂp in the
- Seota Greys al 19 yeurs of nge, m d died a genernl officer, His futher commanded the British cavalry
at the battle of Fontenoy, where L.e was killed in his 78th year. He wus a K.B., a Lieut. Gen. in the
nrmy, Governor of Edinburzh Custie, und Colone] «f the Scots Greys. Thelpresent Marquis of Has-
tings wax born on the 4th of February, 1808 ; and her ladyship has also left three sisters to lament hep
fate. 'The motto of the Hastings family is, *¢ Et nios quoque tela sparsimus,” — iy ullusion, ne doubt
to the pursuits of those of their family who came ov r with the Conqueror : -
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ILLNESS OF EADY FLORA.

- But she, the stricken one, seemed alone,
| Amidst that crowd of creeping things
To pine as if she would be gone,
As though her soul’s impatient wing
Would fain transport her far from here,
From princely pomps and Ealace glare,
Unto some higher brighter sphere,
To breathe a kinder purer; air.

. From the hour that Lady Flora Hastings was stricken by the venomous
tongue of calumny, she continued, it is true, at Court, but she enjoyed not its
pleasures : what can give a broken spirit rest? She was a mere palace an-
tomaton with a pensive mind and a heavily laden heart. - It 'is true that she
had gained a triumph, but it was a triumph under which e’en the victor sank.
It is true she had the kind and affectionate comsolations of the Duchess of

Kent. |
Ch, blest be the heart that feels
Another’s grief, another’s woe.

The Queen too,did her utmost to soothe her wounded bleeding feelings,* but
the wound was too deep to be healed: the poisoned dart had penetrated too
far to be extracted.

When Lady Klora joined the Palace festivities, which she did very shortly
after the exposure of the disgraceful transaction, it was hoped that her strength
of mind and her consciousness of innocence had enabled her to set her enemist
at detiance. - A very few days after the examination she dined at the table of
her Majesty, and from that period up to the commencement of June the name
of Lady Flora Hastings occupied a most prominent position in all the festive
or formal arrangements of the Court. At the palace, in the parks, at the
roval chapel, at the opera, in fact at all the places to which royalty resorts,
either from fashion or from duty, for pastime or for prayer, the departed lady
was present ; honoured for her. virtues, pitied for her recent misfortune, and
beloved for her gentleness. |

At the commencement of June the name of her ladyship suddenly disap-
peared from the lists of those who joined in the gaieties of the Court, and
although she once subsequently appeared at the opera, the illness which proves
her last was even then upon her. We need only here detail the particulars o
that illness : a bed of sickness affords little for record. On the 13th of June
her ]adyship's illness became alarming : on the last Saturdav in that mouth
she received most devoutly the Sacrament from the Bishop of London, in the
presence of the good Duchess of Kent, and although the symptoms had for
some time been such as to create the greatest alarm, hope was cherished until
the evening of -Monday Ist of July. For several davs before, bulletins had
been issued: her illness varied but little : the work of death was gradually but
steadily done. All that art could do could not stop its ravages

If the roval lady who wears Great Britain’s Crown had lain upon that bed
of sickness, the Duchess of Kent could scarcely have been moie attentive to
her than she was to the faithful dying maiden who had incurred shame in her
service.

e Unhappily, it has since transpired, that her majesty has here réceived more credit than was dag.
It is now too well ﬂﬁcﬁrtuineﬂ' that she never spoke to Lady Flora, after the appearance of (fie letters ,
written by Lady Flera’s mother and brother, thereby exposing her to u daily insult, - The insult of
the Queen was the greater, us the appearance of Lady Fora in public was so much more frequent
fhan previous 10 the slander. |
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The (Queen only vigi@éﬁ the sick chamber once, but her mquiries were fre-
quent respecting the state of the noble patient. Lady Flora heard of her
Majesty’'s intention to, visit her with delight, and expressed her happiness
that, ere she died, sher should be able with her own lips to communicate her
sentiments to her Majesty. The Queen was with her for only a few minutes,
and took no notice of the Marquis of Hastings, or Lady Sophia, her sister,
when she passed into the sick chamber. The entire of what passed at that
solemn and affecting interview is now a secret which is confined within the .
breast of the Queen; but certain it is, that had it been satisfactory, the de-
parted “palace martyr” would have spoken it with joy to her famil}, instead
of which she remained silent-upon the subject. She died; like herdivine master,
FOLRﬁlYlNG--HER: ENEMIESs., The Queen was deeply aﬁ'eﬁted; for even a queen
0. young; 80 light-hearted and so loved, cannot look unmoved upon.the bed
of .death—much less upon such ¢ bed of death as that on which the victim of
: lander- ]0 il | | |
1o oot No atom of gours, ye perishing flowers,
Is lost to this beautiful world of ours:
Not one deep grief of the spirit. broken
But cheers the soul with some blissful token
Of the strengthening love that to us has given
gk ‘Deep trials here, but brght hopes in heaveu.

All palace festivities were suspended and the movements of high life re-
ceived a check. Immense cwwds were earnest in their .inquiries respecting
her ladyship ; the anxiety was general; ‘it was shared by all: it was as widely
spread as the sorrow created by her departure from this unkind world, No-
thing that could be done to alleviate her sufferings was omitted. But neither
medical skill nor royal favour, nor the prayers of the people so fervently -
offered for her ladyship’s recovery, could stay the hand of death. Her brother

was constantly in attendance ; and had any lesson of resignation been needed
to his dying sister, she would have received it in the Christian fortitude with

which he contemplated his bereavement of one whom he loved so well. She
frequently spoke of her mother : she knew that that venerable lady was dan- -
gerously ill ; and upon one occasion she expressed to the Marquis her regret
that he was not by his mother's bed instead of hers: she added, * We shail

meet in heavem

I i -

THE DEATH OF LADY FLORA,

Mother with a tearful eye,
Thou hast seen the loved one dye ;
[Hopes resigned and joys departed,
In thine old age broken-hearted ¢ —
To her God ey soul has gone,
Rrother, sister, mother, lone }—
tler joy and grief alike are o’er,
God hath got an angel inore.

Ox Monday, July the first, the symptoms were such as banished avery ~h”P“~
Sﬁe lingered, howgver,——-thﬂugh happily not in severe pai-n---“”til two o'cloek,
on Friday morning, when her brother---at length waunmanned---shed his tears

upon the sad |
“——last scene of all,

That ends this strunge eventful history,”

“Her death was tranquil, as her life was'pure: she closed her eves as if to
sleep-=-but it was the sleep ol eternity---and those eyes, which have recently
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shed so many tears, will be opened no more until that day ““of solemn_and
irrevocable doom,” when one of the tests of merit will be ¢ Hast thou borne
false witness against thy neighbour?” Her last moments were composed and
self-possessed, and her last words breathed forth blessing upon the mourning
relatives, friends, and attendants who surrounded her. And, to quote the
words of the Standard, « Notwithstanding the bitter persecution and the
fiend-like malice which had shortened her days, no syllable of reproach or
enmity escaped her lips. May the display of Christian and of feminine ex-
cellence which shed its mild and melancholy lustre over the death-bed of Lady
Flora Hastings, produce its natural and salutary effects wherever the example
of Christian and feminine virtues is required !” '

When the Queen was informed of her death she wept bitterly : she
ordered the Palace to be closed, and every mark of respect suitable for so
solemn and melancholy an occasion was strictly observed.

EXAMINATION OF LADY FLORA'S BODY.

—— A butcher with horn-handled knife,
Carves up humanity as though "twere mutton.

Tai1s revolting operation was performed at Buckingham Palace on Friday
June 6th. Doctors Chambers, Holland, and Merriman, Sir A. Cooper,
and Sir B. Brodie, were present. Sir Benjamin Brodie was the officiating
surgeon. Her ladyship died from an enlargement of the lLver, which,
pressing downwards, produced an enlargement of the abdomen, and internal
inflammation. This enlargement was the only pretext for the slanderous
lmputation, from which the detailed report of the surgeons’ fully cleared her.
Any strong mental anxiety would accelerate the death of a patient labouring
under disease of so important an organ.

A rumour has gone abroad that the examination took place at the desire
of her noble brother the marquis. Doubtlessly he was desirous and anxious
that everything should be done which could wipe even the semblance of a
stain from the honour of the house of Hastings., But—the decision of the
painfully delicate question did not devolve upon the marquis—the dying
voice of his lamented sister decided the cource which was to be taken.
“ Lady Flora Hastings, two days before her death, requested that her
remains should be subjected to the mest minute examination, Let the
world think of this request so urgently enforced. Let mankind figure to
themselves a moble lady, exquisitely susceptible of all those emotions of
female delicacy which impart to English women their peculiar and their
oreatest charm—Ilet them think of her issuing from her dying lips, with an
carnestness, with an energy which physical weakness made more authori-
tative and sublime, a request, a command that she should be subjected, after
death, to an examination, the very idea of which is repugnant to feminine
sensibility. And, impressed with this image, which seems so monstrous
and unnatural, let them reflect upon the circumstances which produced it,
and which render it natural, lovely, chaste—upon the circumstances which
transform a vision of horror into all that is ¢ wisest, virtuousest, discreetest,
best.”” Lady Flora Hastings knew her enemies too well, and had too
anxious a 1-eém-d for her own posthumous fame, and the hononr of her noble
family, to be indifferent to any guarantee against detraetion. Defamed
while living, she nobly determined ‘that no pretext or subterfuge should be
left for courtly defamation after her death. - She felt herselt reduced to the
painful necessity of choosing between the scruples of female delicacy and
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the unclonded brightness of female honour.  And even i the state of bodily
wenkness to which her slanderons persecutors had reduced her, she had

». still so much strength of mind as enabled her to prefer the latter. IFor this
noble decigion the women of (Great Britain will hold her ladyship's memory
in eternal reverence.” Her body was removed from the palace early on the
9th of July, to the Steam-boat, which conveyed it to Scotland, |

“h

CORRESPONDENCE.
No. 1.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE MORNING POST,

Sin—DBeing unable to reach the original calumuiator or calumniators of my daaghter,
Ludy Flora Hastiugs, and baving received no mark of public reparation from her
Majesty’s responsible advisers, | consider it due to my personal and family hounour to
show that 1 have soughtit, [ am reluctantly obliged to have recourse to the publication
of the following letters. : |

T'he first letter in this correspondence, addressed to her Majesty, would have heen
very incorrectly placed here, had it not been for its official answer, and the report which
is in circulation, that 1 had been guilty of writing an improper Jetter, called * An im-
pertinent letter to the Queen.” With whom such aa imputation originated (as no copy
of it has been given beyond my own family), may appear extracrdinary, but it is to me
guite immaterial ; not so the refutation ol a charge 8o serious,

Some other letters, received from und addressed to her Royal IHighness the Duchess
of Kent, are not inserted, although conuected with the same dreadful subjeat, trom a
wish to withhold, as far as possible, everything that would uunecessarily associate her
royal highness’s name with these occurrences; except the expression of my unslterable
respect and gratitude for her royal highness's conduct towards my daughier, and her

feeling towards myself.
| F. HASTINGS (Mure) LOUDOUN.
Loudoun Castle, April 8, 1839,

No. 1I.
THBE MARCHIONESS OF HASTINGS, COUNTESS OF LOUDOUN, TO
| HER MAJESTY. |

“ Loudoun Castle, March 7, 1839.

Madam—It is hardly to be imagined that your Majesty should teel any surprise in
receiving the present letter. The anguish of a mother's heart, under circumstances
such us mine, can only be understood by a mother. But no one can be at a loss 1o
know that lovalty to your Najesty, and justice to my innocent child, demand from me
au explicit refereuce to your Majesty on the atrocious calumnies and unblushing fulse-
hoods aguinst my daughter’s reputation, which the perpetrators have dared to circulate,
even in the Palace of the Sovereign. 1 have had the honour of remembering vour Ma-
jesty in childhood ; I am deeply and gratefully attached to your admirable mother ;
and 1 have cherished, in distance, absence, bad bealth, and many sorrows, a deep
‘interest iu the real honour and glory of your reign. My husband served his country
honourably, and with devoted zeal, and was particularly known to your roval race ;
and my own family, during a long line, bave been distinguislied as faithful servants to
‘their kings. My grandfather lost his life in the service of his soverelgn.,  With so
many claims on my fEElingS of Old-—-ﬂlthﬂug]i nHow unﬁtshimmhlﬂ_—nriﬁtucrnny, It s
impossible to suppose me capable of disrespect or want of loyalty towards your Majesty
~u feeling, Madam, not Jess unbecoming towards you than repugnant to what 1 teel
suttable in myself. But, | trust, a sénse of morality is not vet so callous a thing as not
to be held 1n some due respeet even in the sight of a thoughtless world, und to justily
ny ﬂppealing directly to your Mujesty to refute, by some a¢t, calculnied to mark your
indignant sense ot the slanders which some person or persons have ventured to cust n
your Majesty’s presence upon my daugbter, and betrayed vour Majesty to tollow up hy
w course of Pfﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂlmiz.ﬁucli as was, no doubt, done on thcir part with a wmh‘m da-
grade the victim ot their persecution, It is my duty respectfully to call vour Majexty'y
attention to 1ts bemg not more impﬂrmnt for my daughter, thnu_ Essﬂntlu"_y consonan
to your Majesty’s honour and justice, not tq suffer the criminal inventor of such nlse
hoods to remain without discovery. To a female sovereign especially, women of, ull
ranks in Britain look, with CDIlﬁjEHOE, for protection, and (nut\\'lths!untling the dif
ference of their rank) for sympathy. To such' honest teclings of respect (for they
take their origin in that) 1 ought not to suppose your Mejesty ‘ndifferent—far less can
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imagine that, as your Majesty increases in years, you will not feel, Madam, more and
more the value of that estimate of your high place, which would mauke rno one douht
your commanding reparation (as far as reparation can ba_mmle) for an iatamous c:itlumuy,
as not less incumbent as an act of necessary morality in the case of the public, as it
assuredly is to the individual who so severely suffers from such defamation. This is
not a.matter that can or will be hashed up, and it is all-important that no time should
be lost in calling the culpable to account. With this appeal to your Majesty’s upright
teelings, I have the honour to be, Madam, your Majesty’s dutiful subject and servant,

(Signed) | F. HASTINGS and (Mure) LOUDQUN.”

No. 111 |
“ Loudoun Castle, March 8, 1839.

My Lord—1I trouble your lordship with the enclosed letter, in order to ensure its
iMmepiaTs and saPe delivery, and I have to request you will present it yourself to
her Majesty. I have the honour to be, &c. |

Signed ) F., HASTINGS and (Mure) LOUDOUN.

To Viscount Melbourne, &c.”

No. 1V.
‘““ South-street, March 11, 1839.

‘“ Madam,—I have this’morning received your ladyship’s letter of the 8th instant,
together with a letter addressed to the Queen, which letter I will lose no time in laying
before her Majesty ; and I remain, madam, your ladyship’s faithful and obedient servant,
| (Signed)" MELBOURNL,

The Marchioness of Hastings, &c.”

No. V. |
““ Downing-street, March 12, 1859,

Madam,—According t¢ jour ladyship’s desire, 1 have delivered to her Majesty your
etter of the 7th instant. |

The allowance which her Majesty 1s anxious to make for the natural feelings of a
mother upon such an occasion tended to diminish that surprise which could not be
otherwise than excited by the tone and substauce of your latryship’s letter,

Her Majesty commands me to convey to your ladyship the expression of her deep
concern at the unfortunate circumstanggs which have recently taken place. Her Ma-
jesty bastened to seize the first opportunity of testifying to Ladv Flora Hastings her
conviction of the error of the impression which had prevailed ; and her Majesty is still
most desirous to do everything in her power to soothe the feelings of Lady klora and
her family, which must have been painfully affected by the events which have oecurred.

=1 bave the honour to remain, madam, your ladyship’s obedient and humble servant,
(Signed) MELBOURNE.

‘The Marchioness Dowager of Hastings, &c.”
‘No. VI,
‘““ Loudoun Castle, March 10, 1839,
My vord,—When I observe that no steps are taken to repair , as far as reparation is
possible, the indisnity offered, three weeks ago, to my daughter, within the precincts
o_f_ her Majesty’s Palace, your lordship cannot be surprised at receiving this letter from
me. I am told that, as the responsible adviser of the Sovereign, your lordship cousiders
!t' 88 your constitutional right to appoint and dismiss her Majesty’s household. As it
is known to be your lordship’s principle, 1 address*myself to you, on whom the sacred
trust and llﬂavy responsibiltty rest of marking respect for good order, and punishing
abuse. The nature and the manner of the course pursued in this atrocious conspiracy
(for 1t .admits of no other name) were une:w:'alnlmlel.?jl and yet Sir James Clark remains
her Majesty’s Physician. I claim at your hands, my |0I’L{, as a mark of public justice,
the removal eof Sir James Clark.—I am, my lord, your lordship’s i-ost humble servant,
(Bigned) F. HASTINGS and (Mure) LOUDOUN.
The Right Hon. Lord Viscount Melbourne, &c,”

gy NO- '\TII. :

| : “ South-street, March 17, 1831,
Madam,—Tate yesterday evening, the 16th instant, I Lad the honour of receiving

your lad yship’g Jetter of the 10th instant from Loudoun Castle. I mark these dates in or.

durﬁta icquit myself of any delay or neglect in replying to your ladyship’s communication.
'_1 ]tﬂ_ demand which your IadyShip’a letter makes upon me i8 $0 unprecedented and

objectionable that evep the respect due to your ladyship's sex, runk, fsmily, and cha-

-rautt:r would not ju'slifv me 1n more, if, illdeed, it nuthorises so llluch, thfm aCkuow-
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ledging the letter for the sole purpose of acquainting your ladyship that 1 bave received
i,~—I have the honour to remain, madam, with the highest respect, your ludyship’s

obedient and bumble servant, (Signed) MELBOUEN A
The Marcniones Dowager of Hastings, &c.” 4 T
No. VIIL K

““ My Lord,—Auny expression of her Majesty’s sorrow for late occurrevces 18 consos
Jatory to me, ‘

o

If the Queen wishes explanation of any part of my letter, which, from a dubious ex-

pression in your lordship’s, I am uncertain of, I am quite ready to give it.

«t her Majesty had been thoroughly aware of all the circumstances of the case, ‘ the
tone and substance’ of my letter could not have excited any surprise._, Although a
woyaN, the oath of allegiance, which 1 have taken to her Majesty, is as dear to me as
to any man ; and to that, and the true circumstances ot the late transactions I refer your
lordship.—1 am, my lerd, your lordship’s most Lumble servant, |

(Signed ) F. HASTINGS and (Mure) LOUDOUN
The Right Hon. Lord Viscount Melbourne, &c.” | . ot
Nﬂ,*IX.

Madam,—I have the honour of acknowledging your ladyship’sletter of the 15th #nst.,

which T received yesterday morning. L
I neither had, nor have, it in command to express a wish for any explanation of your

ladyship’s letter addressed to her Majesty, nor any part of ;it.—I have the honour to
remain, madam, with high respect, your ladyship’s humble and obedient servant, .
(Qrignec{) ' MELBOURNE.

The Most Noble the Marchioness Dowager of Hastings.”

No. X.

, ‘“ Donington Park, April 8, 1839. ,
' Ny Lord,—1 am inddé¢éd thus publicly to address you as Prime DMinister of ithe
‘Crown, not ouly from a feeling of duty to my own family, who have been insulted and
wronged to' the last degree by the late proceedings at Buckingham Palace, but from a
sense that public justice and public opinion loudly demand my adopting such a course.
I feel that no public reparation having been made for this outrage agaiust every feeling
‘of delicacy, of justice, aitd of honour, I should be wanting in every impulse which
ought to actuate and guide a brother, if 1 did mot tale the last means how left in any
wer of showing that it is not from the mumerous difficulties which have been
thrown in the way of finding out the slunderers of my sister that her family have
been preveuted [rom bringing them to justice, and Lolding them up tothe contempt and
idiguation of the world, but from the mauner in which they bhave heen screened by #he
Court.(and whilst 1 use the word Court, 1 will not allow wmy loyalty to be.q udstiosed
—such a supposition would ill apply to one who bears my name). I impute nothing
to the Sovereignu but the misfortune of being betrayed by that baleful influence which
now surrounds the throne, and itis to clear thal Court of these slanderers, and to
place this infamous transaction in its true light, that I mow address you as thé re.
sponsible minister of the Crown. DMy lord, you have stated that the removal of
these persons would be unprecedeqtﬂd. Ngad I say that rwein conduct has been
unprecedented, and is calculuted, in the highest degree, to throw disgrace and
discredit on the Court. A near relative of mine having from & kind feeling of the
painful position In which all my family has bet-:m placed by the parbled stutements
which have appeared in the publig prints, published. unknown ‘to every one of its
members an authentic statement of ucts, I feel convinced that the thinking part of
the community will no longer reqdire from the wounded - feelings of a brother .
repetition of those disgusting proceedmgs. I once more urge upon yor my lorfl,
vuaT course which vou say is without precedent; 41_1'8 occasion will jmm}h?ﬂ“ 1
muking one. My sister is daily subjected to t__he bitterness that results trom the
presence of those who have so basely slanderéd her. 1 should have INSTANY
relieved her from this, had I not known-that by so doing, I should give fresh op-
portunity for calumniating her, and aet ungratefully to her illustrious and geneyous
mistress, the Duchess of Kent, whose neble conduct will ever be gratefully re-
‘membered by my family, and duly appreciated and respeceed by every well think-
ing person within this realm. __ HASTINGS.”
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Thus the correspondence stands : not a word in reply to this has appeared before
the public; - of the correspondence the world . will judge, aud but one opinion cau
be formed of the cowardice and cruelty of the Queen’s advisers in this transaction,
Jo will be lone before her Court is purged from the stain ==-Inay 1t never experience
Crch anotlier. v [T, wuiTE, PRINTER, 59, WYCH STREET. STRAND.



