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Laurence Shirley, &e.

> Y5268 Could not help refleGing when the
% : ? unhappy Karl pafled by to exe-

) cution, that of all nations and king- *
ﬁ doms, thts 1s moft bleft wich every
AN Liad of juitice that man can expeét;
for in this very inftance, it hath plainly de-
monitrated that neither. high rank or grandeur
can prote¢t thofe that commit any circumftance
that the laws of peaalties of this kingdom hath
{0 juftly prohibited. -Our moft gracious :Sove~
reign and hrs nobihfy' Juch laid open to pUbIlC |
~ view, what honouradle and equitable principles
inhabit their elevated fouls; for his Majefty hach,
in juftice to God, who himfelt hath called for
vengeance for that arrocious crime, and to man,
who before ¢he heavealy throne of grace all de-
5 A 2 grees
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grees of men are alike, hath reJe&ed (though. I
may fafely fay withan agitated miud) the peti-

 tions of the neareft relations and fiiends, 2nd
will impartially caufe the nobleft perionages to
fhare the ignominy with the vileft malefa&or. I
fay, this one deed of Royal Juftice, will ftand
unparallellec inthe mnhmerable pag-s of hiftory.
But what furprized me moit was, when at that
awful folemnity of a criminal, near that dread ful
moment of launchmg into eternity, his foul laden
with the execrable guilt of murder, to perceive
the countenances OE a great many of his attend-
ance filled with a pleafant {mile, asif they were
going to fome public diverfion inftead of exe-
cution. . If they had the leaft humanity and
fmﬁblhty of thelr fellow creatures, they would
plty, and not exult over him.

2 (- may not be Improper - at the prefent E‘i‘lﬁS, ‘
£O rec:t,e the following fafts.

I. Edward Seymour, Duke of Somerfet, waa
convitted of felony, upon a crial, by his Peers,
Dec. 5, Edward VI 15515 on which occaﬁon
William, Powlett; Marquifs of Winchetfter, 258
Earl, of 11timre, Lord  High Treafurer of
England, prefided as Lord High Steward, and
gave judgment, that he fhould be hanged but
he was beheaded on Tower Hill, ].muary 22

8 I 51_
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1I. Vervm Touchet, Lord Audiey [ Earl of
Caftlehavenin [reland ] was cried upon three in-
dictments for fellony, on April 2 5> 7. Charles I.
1631, before 2 (ele&t numbﬂr ot the Peers, VIZ.
26 Thomas Coventry, Loid Coventy, Lord

l_Ff:r of the Great Scal, aéting in the capacny.ﬁ

h Steward. By tne(u’f’mws of his Peers,
Lord Audley was conviCted of felony, upon
three feveral indi€tments; onz for a rape, the
other two tor fodomy. His judgment was to be
hanged by the neck till he was dead; but on

May 14, 1631, he was beheaded on Tower—
Hiil, -

ITI William Howard Vifcouat Stafford, was
convicted of high treaion, upon the lmpeach-;'
ment of the Hon. Houfe of Commons on De-
cember 7, 1630, by the judgment of his Peers;
fitty-tive declarmg bin guilcy, thirty-one not
gmlty When the Commoas demanded judg-
ment, the Lords took it into confidiration what
judgment swas to be given: the -Judges being

anulted, gave in_their opinion, toat thelr W‘as
¢ 10 other judgment for treafon, appoint:d by
law, butto b dz:aw'n hanoed and qmrtemd =
"The Attorney-Ge: seral and Sir Crefwell Levinz
(made a Serjeant at Law, O%bs.r 29, 1681,
and’ Juftice of ‘the Common Pleas, F<b. lz
1684) Alfodeclared ¢ chat any orherJJ(‘gment
would be prejudicial to his Majefty, and be a

queition -
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‘queftion in the inferior courts, as to his at-
tainder of high treafon.” Whereupon it was
ordered by the Lords, that the ordinary judg-
ment by law appointed, in cafes of high treafon,
fhould be pronounced upon the prifoner, 'The
{fentence proncunced by Heneage Finch, Lord ,
Finch of Daventry, Lord High Chancellor, the
High-Steward, was, ¢ that he fhould be drawn,
hanged and quartered.” | _ :

~ On the 18th of December, two writs were if-

fued out, under the Great- Seal ot England;
the firftdireted to the Lieatenant ol che Tower,
the fecond to the Sheriffs of T.ondon and Mid-
dlefex, relating to the execucion of the {aid Vif-
count; Stafford. In the firtt wric it1s declared
~—Ut_fiat executio jadicii predilis (viz. debitajuris
formasattiricli ¢t morti adjudicati) miodo et [orma
prout ice cumitibys Londet Middlefexy per aliud
breve noftrum preceprmus.”—Iu the latter 1s thus
exprefled—-° 2 cuftodia vefira exiffentem, flatim
tfque ufualem Loium Super-le Tower- Hill, dultatis -
ac caput 1pins Willielun wice comitis Stafford, ad*
~buyc et ihidem ampuiari, ac a corpore (o omnino

feparavy faciatis, aliqua  Judicio. Lege, Oratna-
< dione, Jen Mandato preantea babit’y fals’, ordinato
ﬁ'ﬂ"_,.@gt, L. CONEYaribine #on 0!{‘/}5;-*)3& * et oo ( fﬂé |
Pe ’76}5&1{3 incumbente) nisliatenns eniitatis.”

Oa
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On December 21, Mr. George Treby (Re-
corder of London then member for Plympron,
afterwards Lord Chief Juftice of the court of
Common Ple:s) acquainted the Houfe of Com-
mons, ¢ That the Sheriff of Middlefex had de-
livered to him a copy of writ for the execution
of William, late Vifcount Stafford; and that
the theriff was not {atisfied, as to the power of
the faid writ,” Upon which it was refolved,
that the houiewould on Thur{day morning next
in the firft place, take the faid matter into con=-
fideration; when it was refolved, ¢ That this
houfe is content, that the Sher:ffs of Londoa and
Middlefex, do execute William late Vifcount
Stafford, by fevering his head from his body
only.” See Journalsof the Houfe of Commons,
Vol. IX. Pages 627, 692. And on December
29, 1680, he was beheaded on Tower-Hill.

R:P. S#¥R.F. May 1,’1'760.

 The following are two coples, from the ori-
ginals, of the warrants for the executing the
Lords.

¢ Charles the Second, by the grace of God,
King of England, Scetland, France and Ireland,
Detender of cthe Faith, &c. To the Lieutenant
of our Tower of London, greeting. W hereas
William Vifcount Stafford, has been impeached

-
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by the Commons of our kingdom of Eng land in
Parllamcnt aflembled, of high treafon, and
{everal othar. cilmes and offences by him perpe-~
rated and cemmitted; and. thereupon.by our
Lords Temporal, in our prefent parliament con-
ven’d, has been tried and conviéted, and in due
form of law, was attained; and ”djudg’d to die:
of which Judgm °nt, execution yet rémains to be
done. . And whereas the faid Vifcount Stafford
18 detain’d in your cuftody, in our Tower of
London; we charge, and by thefe prefents
firmly enjoyning, command you, That in and
upon the Lwenty-nmth day ot this inftant De-
cember, berween the hours of nine and eleven,
before noon of the-fame day, youn condué&. the
{aid Vifcouat Stafford, to the ufual place, with=

out the gate of the Tower aforefaid ; and hu;l;.l |
then and there deliver to the Sheriffs of our city

of London- and -Middlefex: .to which Sheriffs,
we, by another wirit to them direfted, have
given command the aforefaid Vifcount Staﬁ'ord
then and there vo receive; that execution of the
aforefaid Judgmcnt may be done in manner and
_form, as we have given command by our other
" writ, to the {aid Sheriffs of London and Mid~
dlefex. And of this you are not to fail upon
peril ehereon to exfue: any judgment, law, or-
dinance, or -command butur..., had, made.. OT'=
‘dain’d, or given to the contrary, notwithftand=

Ing. Witnefs ourfehes at VY eﬁmmf’cer, the 18ch
- day
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day of December, in the 32d year of our . \

reign

'The (ccend writ was dire€ted to the Sheriffs
of London and Middlefex in form following.

Charles the Second, by the grace of God, of
England, Scotland, France and Ireland, King,
Detender of the Faith, &c. To the Sheriffs of
Londony and Sheriffs of Middlefex, greeting.
Whereas William Vifcount Stafford, has been
impeached by the Commons of our kingdom of
England, in parliament aflembled, of high trea-
fon, and other crimes and oﬁences by him per=
petrated and comrmrted and thereupon by the
Lords Temporel, in our prefent parliament con=~
ven'd, was try’d, conviéted, and in due form
-of law, attained, and is adjudged to die; of
which judgmentexecution yetremainsto be done ;
We charge and by thefe prefents firmly con-
joyning, command you, Thatin and upon the
29th day of this inftant December, between the
hours ofy nine and eleven before noon of the fame
day, that the faid Vifceunt Stafford, without
the gate of our Tower of London ; then and
there to be to you delivered, as by another
writ, tothe Lieutenantofour T, ower of London,
direfted, we¢ have given command, you then -
and there receive into your cuftody, and him {o

bemg in your cuftody, that you prefently con-
B du&
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duct to the ufual place upon Tower-hill, and
cauf€ the head of him Willium Vifcount Stafford,
tien and there to be chopped off, and altogether
icparated from his body; any judgment, law,
ordinance, or command, belore had, made, or- -
dained, or given to the contrary notwichftand-~
ing. And of this, upon penalty thereof to enfue,
you are not to tail. Witnefs ourfelves at Weft-
minfter, the 18th day of December, in the 32d
year of our reigmn. By~ | |

As the topic of general converfation has lately
turned on the manner by which the unhappy
Earl Ferrers is to be executed, and of his being
to be afterwards anatomized; for thefatisfaGtion
of our readers, and to clear up the pownt indif=
pute, we hear prefent them with fom¢ quorations
from an alt for the better prevenung che horiid
crime of murder.

¥ 1. “ Thar from and after the firft day of
Ealter-term, one thoufund {feven hundred and
fifty-two, all perfons who thall be found guilty
of wilfu] murder, be executed according to law,
on the day next but one after fedtence 1s pafled,
uniefs che fame thall happen tobethe Lord’s day,
commonly called Sunday, and in that eafe on che

Monday following.”
. ~ That
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$ 2. “ That the body of {uch murderer fo\
convi@ted, fhall it fuch conviftion and execution \a
fhall be in the county of Middlefex, or within |
the city of London, or the liberties thereof, be
immedtately conveyed by the fheriff or'ﬂlgriﬁ‘s,_
&, &c. to the hall of the Surgeons Company,
or fuch other place as the fatd company fhall ap-
point for this purpeie, and be delivered ro fuch
_perfon as thefaid company fhalldepute or appoint, -
who fhall give to the theriff or fheriffs; his or
‘their deputy or deputies, a recelpt for the fame;
and’ the body fo delivered to the faid company
of {urgeons, fhall be diflc€ted and anatomized
by the furgeons, or {fuch perfon as they thall ap- -
point for that purpofe.” | Ry

+ 2. ° That fentence fhall be pronounced in
open court immediately after the convittion of
fuch murderer, and before the coure fhall proceed
to any other bufinefs, unlefs the court thall fee
reafonable caufz for poftponing the {ims; in
which fentence fhall be exprefied not ouly the
ofual judgment of death, but alfo the time ap-

- pointed hereby for the execution. thereof, and
the marks of infamy hereby directed for fuch ofa

fenders, in order o i,ndieis a juit horror 1 the
mind of the offender, and on the minds of fuch
as ﬂ}all be prefent, of the heinous crime of muy-
o QM CIAME QL INULe,

B 2 < 'That
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$ 4: ¢ That afrer fuchfentence pronounced
as aforefaid, in cafe there fhall appear reafonable
caufe, it thall and may belawful to and for{uch
judge or juftice, before whom fuch criminal
fhall have been {o tried, to ftay the executionof
the fentence, acthe difcretion of fuch judge or
juftice, regard being always had to the true in~
tent and purpofe of this a&t»® <

$ 5. ¢ That it fhall be in the power of any /-
{uch judge or juftice to appoint the body of any
fuch criminal to be hung in chains; But that in
no cafe whatfoever, the body of any murderer
{hall be fuffered to be buried, vnlefs after fuch
“body fhall have been difletted and anatomized as
aforefaid ; and every fuch judge or juftice fhall,
and is hereby roquired to direCt the fame either
to be difpofed of asaforefzid, to be anatomized,
or to be hung in chains, in the fame manner as is
now praftifed for the moft atrocious offences.”

# 10. Thatifany perfon or perfons whatfoever
fhall, after fuch cxecution had, by force refcue,
or attempt to refcue, the body of fuch offender
out of the cuftody of the fheriff, or his officers,
during the comveyance of {fuch body to any of
the places hereby direfted, or fhill, by force,
refcue, or attempt to refcue, fuch body from the
_company of furg-ons, or their officers or {ervants,
or from che houfe of any furgeon, vyherefthe

’ b o e fame
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fume. fhall have been depofited in purfoance of
this aft; every perfon o offending fhall be
deemed and ad _]ufiged tobe guiley of felony, and
fhall be liable to be tranfported to fome of his
Majefty’s colonies or plantations in America,
for the term of {even years.

F-_a-—-ﬂ_l

-H-H“
An Aceount of the Ancient Family of Shirley’s.
| HEvery antient and noble family of Shuley s
derive their defcent from an illuftricus anceflry
before the conqueft: Safuvalo (whoile name,
fays Dugdale, fhews him to have been of an old
]in 1ifh ftock) being their progenttor of that time
and has been concluded, from- the extent of his
pofieflions, to have been no. lef3 than a: Thane
~in the time of the Saxons. He was founder of
the church of Nether-E.tendon in the county.
of Warwicky. the maoor of which continues i
his family to this day,. being parcof theinherits
ance, and feat of refidence, of the Honourable
George Shirley, half-uncle to  the unfortunate
Earl, and one of the Colonels.of the Warwick=~
fhire Militia. The faid Safuvalo held other
large pofleffions, in the Conquerer’s time, in the
counties of Lincoln, Northampton and Derby,
which fhews, fays, my author, he muft have
been a man of great eminence, as few of the .
ancient pofiefiors were, by the Conquerer {uf-
fered to remain with more than a pait of their
eftates; as he had {o great.a train of Norman.
adventures belonging to him to gratily,
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- From this man- their defcent is very clearly
traced out. The fourth in fucceflion was called
Sewall, a Knight, who took the furname of
Eatendon, as was ufual in thofe time, from the
place of his abode: the great grandfon of whom
firft took the {urname of Shirley, fromaplaceof
that name in Derbyfhire, which he was pofiefled
of the manor of, and it was alfo the feat of his
refidence , which happening inthe reign of Henry
III. when {arnames began to become fixed, his -
pofterity have continued with it ever fince,

The family, continuing in Knightly fucceffion
and with honourable alliances, were always dif-
tinguifthed with employments of dignity.. They ~
 were frequently Sheriffs of counties, Wardens
of parks or forefts, Govenors or Conftable -of
caftles, R eprefentatives for counties in Parlia-
ment, and frequently men of high figure in mi-
litary life. One chief of the family was killed
fighting on the Kmg’s part, in the famous bat-
‘tle of Shrewsbury, in the beginning of Henry
the Fourth’s reign: And their family is there-
upon celebrated by our great Shakefpear, in his
play on that ftory, as one oi thofe that were 1l-
luftriousand worthy of renown.

“Another of their family ferved. with his vaf=
{als, under Henry V. in France, as hisanceftors
had done under Edward I, and Edward III 1

| Sl their
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their expeditions again{t the Scots, in King
John’s wars in Franceg and probably in Richard
the Firft’s in Paleftine, as may be judged from
their family crefty, which is a Saracen’s head, or
buft. Another of their family was, for his mi~ -
litary prowefs, made a Banneret by Henry VIL.
after the bactle of Stoke. "

'They appear long before the reformation to
have become very rich in their pofieflions, very
honourable in their alliance, and very numerous
in their branches. At the firft ereCting of the
order of Baronets, by King James I. George
Shirlev, Efq; the then head of the family, was

honoured with that dignity, being the fourth
in order of predency,

- Sir Henry, the fecond Baronet, married one
of the two daughters of that great but unfortus-
nate favoutite Queen Elizabeth, Robert Earl of

Effex, andat L?ngth coheirefs to Robert Earl of
Eflex, her brother, -who was General of the par-

lizment army, in the reign of King Charles I.
Sir Robert Shirley their fon, died confined in
- the Tower by Oliver Cromwell, for his loyalcy
to the Royal Family : whofe fecond fon, and at
length heir, Sir Robert was by King Charles 1I
{ummoned to parliament by the title of Lord
Ferrers of Chartley, as defcendant from one of
the coheirs of the lalt Robert Earl of Effex,

" "~ which
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which title had from the death of the faid Earl,
- to that time; been in obtyance, the precedency
of it being {0 high as trom the 2%th of Edward

I. That inheritance entitled che famiiy to the
quartering of the arms of France and Englind
in their ¢fcurcheon, whieh they have done ever
fince, as defcended from the blood Royal of

Plantagenets. |

This Robert Lord Ferrers was afterwards, by
Queen Anne, in theyear 1711, created Vifcount
Tamworth and Ea:l ot Ferrers, by reafon of his
defcenc from the ancient noble family of that
name. ‘He had a very great eftate, and a moft
numourous offspring ; being twice married, and
bhaving by his firft lady ten fons and feven
daughters; and by his fecend, who is ftill living
five fons and five daughters: {o thatthe reparti-
tion of his eftate gmong them has made feveral

fourithing families. “The barony of Ferrers of

Chartley, and a large eftate with ir, went into

- the Northampton family, ‘with an heirefs-of the

firft Lord Tamworth’s; and from them into the
‘Townfhend family, with the perfon of perfon
Baranefs of Ferrers : the titles of Farl and Vil-
count defcending tothe furft'Earl’s fecond fon';
who likewife leaving no iflue but daughters,
they fell to che next ferviving brother, wio was
the ninth in order of birth; :nd he neve: mar-
vying, they fell to the iflue of tne tenth and laft

- fon
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fon by the firit marriage, of whom this unfortu=
nate Lord is the eldeft ; who has four brothers
and three balf uncles yet living. 1In the year
1752 his Lordfhip married ‘his lady, who was
the youngeft daughter of Sir William Meredith:
but fhe has fince been feparated from him, by an
a€t of parliament, for cruel ufage. 8

I need not recite thecaufe of hisunhappy end ;
or that lunacy was pleaded in excufe, but inefe
feCtually, to his Peers ; they finding him guilcy
of the murder he was arraigned for, and fentence
ing him, according to the undiftinguithing letter
of the law, to the fuffering of death with every
ignominious circumftance that is inflited on the

- vilelt and meaneftoffender. f

Lamenting the caufe, without palliating the
offence, every humane ‘bofom muft fympachize
with his humerous forrowful family and illuftria
ous relations, on a Peer of high rank’s dying by
the hands of the common executioner at Tyburn, -
with the nobleft blood, mixed even with that of
royalty in his veins ; to the humiliation of
- greatnefs, and the criumph of the rabble.
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~ At the Place of Execution,
| MAY the sth 1760, a listle before twelye
M o’clock at noon, the unbappy Earl Ferrers
: _arrived ot toe place oj_'exfmtim, in bisown
landau and fix borfes, accomipanied by the ywo fberiffs
cityoficers, and bich aid pettyconflables of London,
wveflsinflery and the [evoralaivifions of the county
~ of Middlefex.. He was e'courted by large parties of
of borfe and foot guards, and was preceeded by one
of e Sheriffs in bis chariot, ard filiwed by the
chatios of tbe otber: The procelfion end nr with a
bearfe dreffed withfeatbers, and a mourning coach,
cach with fix berfes. M. Sheriff Vaillant, and
sire Rew. My, Herby, Chaplain 1o the Tower,
were with bis Lordbip in bis Landaw. At therr
arrival at toe fatal [poty which was [urrounded
with another large parey of borfe, and" likewife of
frot ganvds, His Lordibip alighted at th: foct of the
Sfevsiso the (c.iffold, which be chearfuly mounted
with bis.arms bound backvars with a black crape,
and bis wrifis tied together with a fimall cord. He:
was dreffedin [wit of lizht ¢olowred cloth, laced or
embroidered with fnver, which appeared as if new.
N It is faid fb.qgqure bis wedding cloaths. ) When
be come upon the fcaffold, which was vailed round
amd-covered with black clothy aswas the gibbet; be
' *- very



