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THE
TRIATL
OF
Captain Jfames Caulfreld, Esq.
FOR

CRIM. CON.

FPHE Plaintiff is the {fon oft he late fir William

. Chambers, archite& to the king, has a
commiflion in his majefty’s {fervice, and was em-
ployed in the expedition to Holland. The De-
fendant was alfo a captain in the army, is well
known in the circles of gaiety and fafhion, and as
an amateur in the dramatic art. |

The Plaintift married one of the daughters
of admiral lord Rodney, in the autumn of the
year 1784. It was a match of the pureit fenfi-
bility and affeétion, formed between two young
perfons, the one eighteen and the other {feventeen,
and confummated after a rapid expedition to
Gretna-Green.. On  their return from this
northern flight, the union received the fanction
of the parents on both fides, and this happy cou-
ple were joined according to the holy rites of
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the church of England, when fir William Cham-
bers was prefent at the ceremony, The iffue of
this marriage extended to nine beautiful children ;
eight of them were boys. For a long fucceffion
of years this early partiality {eemed to be con-
firmed and ftrengthened. Such’ was the jovful
{ituation of thofe parties, until a fhort time
before they met the prefent Defendant at a ball

at Huntingdon, in the neighbourhood of which
town the Plaintiff refided. The {ubfequent
facts will be more fatisfactorily collected ﬁ'om
the particulars 'of the trial, than from any

detail we could give from our knowledge of the
circumf{tances.

Meflrs. Exrsking, Garrow, and SCARI.ET;
were couniel for the Plaintiff; Meflrs. DarrLas,
G1eBs, and BurroucH, for the Defendant.

Mr. Ersxing, on the part of the former,
diiclofed the fats of the cafe. He faid, this was
an action feeking a compenfation, in damages,
tor the criminal intercourfe of the Defendant
with the wife of the Plaintiff. - 'The lady was
exquifitely beautiful, perfectly accomplifhed, of
moft fafcinating manners ;—and notwithitanding

the numerous progeny which fhe has given,
to become the ornament of fociety, fhe retained

all the appearance of vernal lovelinefs. The
Defendant is a man poffefled of an elegant
perfon, of a: finifhed addrefs, and endowed
with thofe talents and powers which find .-a
vigilant and infidious advocate in the female
bofom. . He faw, and he admired tlfis lady at

a dance given in the principal town of the
cr :unty where fhe relided. Moft melancholy it
ws, that thefe fentiments were not confined to
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himfelf, fhe alfo {aw, felt, and admired, and
from that moment the felicity of her hufband
was for ever deftroyed. 'The Plaintiff imme-
diately obferved a {fudden change in her manners;
on every little domeftic difpute, fhe threatened
to leave her huiband, and the tond circle in
which fhe had appeared ; and future events could
alone explain to the affiicted hufband thig
grievous revolution. During this miierable in-
terval, the Plaintiff difcovered a letter in her
hand : urged by jealoufy, he attempted to feize
it; in conifequence of this fcutie, fhe deferted
the manfion of her huiband and her children ;
but at this time he had attained no knowledge
of her criminality.—Soon after this fracas, he
was, in his ofteniible character in the fervice,
called upon:te embark to join in the attack on
Holland. It fo happened, that the indi{pofition
of this officer did not admit of his remaining
in that humid climate, he therefore unexpeétedly
returned to his houfe at Hartford, near Hun-
tingdon, where his wife then was. She ap-
peared, on his arrival, extremely agitated, and
the next morning left the place, abandoning

an “infant, of only feven months old, wholly
unprote&cd |

Myrs. Cotine,

—the fifter of the Plantiff, depefed to. the mar -

riage of Mr. and Mrs, Chambers, on the 12th of
September, "84_ |

¢

The Rev. Fames Walker: i

—ygave teftimony to the harmony and affeGtion
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that prevailed in the famiy, in which he atted in
the capacity of tutor.

- Mys. Little, :

—was in the fituation of houfekeeper, and
had alfo the fuperintendance of the children.—
She firflt obferved a change in the deportment
of Mrs. Chambers in the year 1798, and fhe had
fome time before obferved a difpofition to flirt
with feveral gentlemen; but fhe noticed nothing
very remarkable until 18or1, when captain Caul-
field had a lodging at Huntingdon, and was a fre-
quent vifitor to her mafter and miftrefs. Being
interrogated if fhe noticed any thing peculiarly
familiar in the behaviour of captain Caulfield and
Mrs. Chambers, fhe faid that they were accui-
tomed to {it on the fofa together in the abfence of
her hufband. After the departure of the Plain-
tiff for the Helder, the captain was received on
2 footing of much nearer intimacy ; he was accuf-
tomed to be in the houfe late in the evening,

and early in the morning, and none of the fer-
vants knew when he went or when he returned,

fo that {ufpicions were entertained that he was
an inmate all night in the family. "The men-
fervants were ufually fent to bed at this period
at an early hour.—Mrs. - Chambers had allo
altered her plan in one particular; it was ufual
with her to admit the children into her room, as
foon'as they rofe, with the witnefs, who attended
them, but during the whole of this interval, they
were .excluded, and both the doors of her

apartment were locked.
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—remained in the fervice of the lady two years,
from about Chriftmas, 1801, to the fame feftival
in 1803 Her miftrefs then lived at Farnham St.
Martin’s, near Bury, St. Edmund’s. She thought
captain Caulfield was then a lodger with her.
From thence fhe removed to Prince’s-freet,
Hanover-{quare; thence to Fulham ; afterwards
to Mint-Farm, near Reigate; and again to
Batterfea; and in all thele f{ituations the Defend-
and attended her, and feemed to continue a
lodger, and an acquamtance in her family, and
no illicit intercourfe was detefted. Afterwards
they went to Chertfey, and there likewife they
had two {eparate beds and apartments; but from
her experience in her office of chamber-maid,
what, from their previous conduét, and tha
proximity of the rooms, fhe {trongly {fufpeéted
that both beds were reg'ularl made, and con-
ftantly difordered; and from othcr more minute
circumitances, which it is neither delicate not
neceflary to explain, fhe had no doubt that

the Defendant had criminal mtcrcourfc with her
mlﬂ:rcﬁs

- Mr. Davras, for the Defendant, admitted, that
if the cafe was clearly proved, his client had
alicnated - the affections of this lovely feraph,
retaining all the charms, even at this hour; of
virgin beauty, no damages could be too fcrious,
and no compenfation adeqaute to the injury
{uffered by the Plaintiff. However, the claim of
Mr. Chambers in a court of law muit depend
upon the merit of his pretenfions. . The learned

counfel, after the evidence that had keen laft
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adduced, would not, and could not, pretend that
the adultery had not been preved; but whether
the Plaintiff had any juit demand for damages,
muft depend on the faéts by which the defence
would be fupported. It was {ingular, that
though Mrs. Cotine, the fifter of the Plaintiff,
‘was brought forward as a witnefs, not a fingle
queftion was propofed to her by his learned
friend, on the harmony f{ubfifting between the
Plaintiff and his wife, although it might- be
thought, from his reprefentation, that  this
conjugal union was a fort of matrimonial ely-
fium, which could alone be exceeded by the
joys of Paradife~The happinefs of this pair
was to be proved by’ the unfupported evidence
of a fingle domeftic, E. Little, whofe depofitions
in feveral refpeéts were abfurd and contradictory.
The {on of fir William Chambers, and the daugh-
ter of my lord Rodney muft poffefs a regular and
habitual intercourfe with thofe who held a di«
ftinguifhed rank in the fafhionable world, and yet
not one of their affociates had been produced to
give teftimony to thofe mutual endearments which
appearcd only in the brief of his-opponent. ~He
fhould make it appear, why this fort of evidence
could not be fupplied; he would produce to the
Jury a feries of letters; he would produce a deed,
fanétioned by all the formalities of the law,
which would expofe a fyftem of brutality in the
condu& of the Plaintiff;—after which he could be
entitled to no damages; and it weuld equally ex-
cite the aftonifhment and the compaflion of the
Court, or perhaps its contempt, that -h_e'--ihfmm
have prefumed to claim of the juftice of his coun-
try what virtue and humanity alone have 2 right
to require. Mr. Dallas then produced the letters
to which he adverted. The firft was dated in
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May 1798, in which the Plaintiff affented to a fe-
paration’; {peaks of the terms on which it is to be
effected, and intreats her notto take one of the
carriages with her, as it would ‘expofe him to an
affeffment of 407. a-year. Thenext was dated the
2d of June, wherein he implores pardon for his
paft mifcondudt, intreats an union, ‘and {'ays he
thall ever be grateful if fhe will not refufe his re-
queft. On the third letter, which is dated four
days pofterior; he befeeches her to be reconciled
to him, if not on his account, at leaft from her at-
tachment to herchildren, from her refpect for her
own dignity, and from every motive of policy and
expedience. © He was now going abroad on a pub-
lic and dangerous duty; in‘his abfence he fhould
be perfeétly compofed and refigned to every peril
in the fervice of his country, if fhe would reftore
to him peace, by extending her forgivenefs; then,

alluding to fome threat which he had utteted in

an unfortunate: honr, he adds, * wvith 1egard to
the piftols; I never intended you the {malleft in-

jury, and what I utééred was under the momentary

influence of hurry and intoxication.”” The learned

counfel then proceeded toa deed of reconciliation,
to’ which John and Jane Chambers, George lord
Rodney, JohnRodney, and John Mﬂbank efqrs.

were parties. ' He faid, that in this deed there was
an abfolute covenant; that in cafe of differences,
{he fhould be admitted to part at th‘e“ti'me-_her own
difcretion fhould diret; that gool in drefs and
furniture fhould be allowed her, svith an annuity
of two hundred: pounds. Shig! ‘was' likewife to
have the two youngeft children, until they were
eight years old, under her care, and permiffion to
iee the other children at the houfe of the Plaintiff
whénever her maternal affectivis thould be {o dift
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poled. «+ The whole tenor of the defence was di-
rected to thew that the Plaintiff, by his own grofs:
conduct, had alienated the affections of his wife ;
that {he had obtained terms of feparation with his
own concurrence, in confequence of his brutality ;.
and that, therefore, for any a¢t of infidelity, how-
ever {uccefsfully fhewn, he could maintain no
action for damages in a court of juftice.

- The deed and the letters having been proved
by -Mr. Bootle, they were read according to the
order of their dates, by the clerk of the Court, by
which it appeared that the Plaintiff exprefled the
moft poignant contrition for his own errors, and
not a {yllable of the {malleft difcontent arifing
from any part of the deportment of Mrs. Cham-
bers. s el * pid

Mr. ErskiNe then rofe in reply, with ftrong
marks of indignation. "The moft infamous reports
had been circulated by this Defendant, in order to
deter the Plaintiff from feeking the redre{s to
which he was entitled at the bar of his country.
By the inftrution with which his learned friend
was fupplied, he was now made acquainted with
the corrupt fountain from which (they iffued.
This profligate adulterer, repofing in the arms of
this beautiful and unfortunate woman, had profti-
tuted the confidence to which he was admitted,
had ranfacked the papers in her pofifeflion, In or-
der to eonvert the proofs of the ardent affeGtions
of her hufband, into inftruments of deftruétion to
the man over whom he triumphed. 'This, on a
thoufand occafions, he had called the adulterer’s
courfe; if it were fometimes thé race of fuccefs,
it was always the path of infamy. It was objected,
that not a {ingle que¢ftion was propofed on his fide
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to Mis. Cotine, in evidence of the matrimonial
happinefs the Plaintiff fo long enjoyed. The lady
came into court under the moft diftrefling per-
plexity ; and it was not the with of the counfel for
the Plaintiff to protrat her anxiety; yet no fugh
impreflions feem to have exifted in the breaft of
his learned opponent, and he might have fifted the
truth if he had doubted the fa& of this mutual fe-
licity ; but he knew the experiment would injure
the caufe of his elient, and therefore he defifted
from this inquifition. It was extraordinary that
he fhould complain of the deficient induftry of the
couniel for the Plaintiff in this particular, when
in another inftance immediately conneéted with
it, he had at leaft been equally {paring 6f his ex-
ertions. Mr. Chambers, the fon of that architect
{o long patronifed by his {overeign, and who has
rendered himielf immortal by the magnificent
monuments of his genius: his wife, the daughter
of an illuftrious and gallant nobleman, whe had
deftroyed the naval armament of France, could
not be confined to a contradted circle of fociety.
‘Wherever tafte, fafhion, and honour, were ad-
- mired or refpected, they would be {cen and ac-
knowledged. If then Mr. Chambers had been
guilty of any mifconduét; if he had frequented
gaming houfes and brothels; if he had pra&ifed
the arts and the vices of the {pendthrift and the
debauchee, abundant teftimony would have been
afforded, of which his learned friend might have
availed himfelf, in order to fhew that the pro-
fligacy of the Plaintiff rendered him unworthy of
the affection of his accomplifhed wife. But not a
tittle of evidence had been adduced, notwith{tand-
ing all the advantages with which the counfel were
B 2 |
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fupplied ; they had contented themfelves with als
lufions made by the Plaintiff] in the noble and pes
nerous {pirit of repentance, which itfeif'argued he
was incapable of the offences with which he was
charged. A {cramble about a contemptible flip of
paper has been adverted to, and a ftory about an
unloaded piftol was blazoned forth, to fupport the
feeble narrative. Suppofe, in the moment of in-
ebricty, either from the effets of wine, or from
the more deadly poifon of jealoufy, he had doné
what had been reprefented ; and was the fine pics
ture drawn by the mafterly hand of the fublime
artift of our country to be forgotten? and were

the human paffions never to be refpected? Liften -
to the voice of the noble Moor; in the excefs of
his paffion h& exclaims—

« Ohmonftrous ! I will tear her lithb from Jimb.”
Then 'dr—i‘v"éﬁ alternately by hope and fear—

« By the world,
I think my wife is honeft, and thi ‘nk fhe is not ;
1 think that thou art juft, and think thou art not ;

I’ll have fome proof. My name, that was fo frefh
As Dian’s vifage, is now begrim'd and black
As mine own face, If there be cords or knives,

Poifon, or fire, or fuffocating {treams, Rerey?
I’ll not endure it. Would I were fatlsﬁed ¥

Such were the feelings of a great and generous
mind under the dominion ‘of this tormentmﬁ
paflion! This demon had been driven from He

to transfer its' fires into the breaft of this viétim.

A lady of noble alliance is conduéted from town
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fotown; and expofed in a frate of proftitution
t6 the tidicule of fools, to the compaflion of the
wife, ‘and to the contempt of all. A fldier
returning from the field of battle to the embraces
of the objeft of his “early “affettion, is rejected
with difdain; he isdeprived of that fociety wliich
had converted the days of trouble into a feafon of
uninterrupted felicity, and for the 166 he has
fuftained, he ‘claims reparation from ‘thé honour
and the juftice of his country. '
‘When Lord ErrLensorouvch was abotit to fum
up the evidence, one of the: Jurors defirdd to pro-
pofe a queftion to the houfekeeper. Mrs. Little
being calléd, he enquived if, before the intimacy
of the Defendant with her mafter, fhe obferved
“any thing inconfiftent with mutual love and harmony
to fubfift between the Plaintiff and 'his wife? The
reply was, that the had noticed nothing o‘f'* the
kind, excepting the difputga re_garﬂihg the letter.

Lord ELLENBorOUGH (t0 the  Jury)—<< After
- this brilliant difplay of talent and eloquence, ‘it be-
comes us to withdraw ourfelves from the influence
- of the paflions, and ‘to'inquire into the fads, as fo-
ber and reafonable men. [t feems to me, the gen-
tlemen on each fide have aflumed propofitions
. ftronger ‘than the evidence will ﬁr‘gport, n favour
of ‘their refpetive clients. On the “part of the
Defendant, 1t 1s argued that this’ deed of con-
cilration 1s to be confidered as a complete renun.
ciation of the right of the Defendant to the fociety
of his wife, fo as to preclude him from'a right
_ of action underthe prefent circumftancés.  Perhaps
articles might be {o "framed as to reach to this
extent, but thefe are not of that defcription, and
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they were formed with a view to the increafe, at
leaft, of the mutual happinefs of both the wife and
the huiband; but the latter, however, puts him-
felf {o far in the power of his wife, asto admjt her
to withdraw, whenever her difcretion fhould dic-
tate her doing {fo. On the other fide, too much is
charged againft the Defendant, when they fay he
was the fole caufe of the alienation of the affections
of the wife: for, attending to the dates of the
documents produced, we cannot avoid feeing, that
as early as May 1798, before captain Caulfield
had accefs to the houfe, very ferious differences pre-
vailed in the family. Even in the moft correct
domeftic circle, from the occafional ebullitions of
ill temper, difputes will arife; and it by no means
is a neceffary confequence, ,that becaufe family
quarrels fometimes take place, the door is to be
thrown open to every adulterer, and our Courts
~are to be clofed upon the claiment feeking redrefs
for the injury he has fuftained. = The queftion then
15, in what degree the Defendant was inftrumental
in erecting or heightening thefe tefts?”’ (His lord-
fhip here entered into the particulars of the evi

dence, both on [the part of the Plaintiff and De-
fendant, and concluded with thefe obfervations :)

““ We certainly have the confeffion of the Plaintiff,
that in the early ftage of thefe difagreements, he
was the fole caufe. You will; therefore, confider,
1f by his own mifconduct he deftroyed the affections
of his wife. If he has deprived her of that loye and
attachment which are the beft guardians of female
honour, this will materally a%’ect the proportion
of damages to be afsigned. But this will not
excufe the man, who by his mifconduct, has ren-
dered reconciliation impofsible. To the extent to
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which the Plaintiff has fuffered real injury, he will
expect at your hands reparation,”

The Jury having withdrawn, in lefs than half
an hour returned with a verdict for the Plaintiff—
Damages 2000/, .

FINIS.
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