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MISS GUNNING,
IMPARTIALLY STATED AND DISCUSSED :

IN A
LETTER FROM A BARRISTER,

ADDRESSED TO

THE MARQUIS OF BLANDFORD.

L ONDON,

3
Eﬁnt?d for J. Apams, at the Corner of the Piazza,
Ruffel-Street, Covent-Garden,

17891y
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T H K

MTSS GUNNULEN G,

IMPARTIALLY STATED AND DISCUSSED:

My Lorp,

HE imaginary courtfhip between
_ Mifs Gunning and your Lordthip,
was begun; carried on, and relinquithed,

before your Lordthip knew that any fuch
bufinefs was in agitation. Overtures were
. 'n}adcj; and approved ; marriage-fettlements
B drawn



B

drawn, ingrofied, and executed ; jewels
and bridal habiliments prepared; and the

hymeneal torch ready for illumination ; when

your Lordthip, fill ignorant of what had
been plarined and propagated, thought pro-
per to break off the tender negociation.

A little vanity, my Lord; ufually occus
pies a part of the female bofom; and if the
female is_ycung and handfome, a greater
fjb'rtioﬂ is allowable. A&uated fole1y‘5y
vanity 1n the firft {tages of this eventful
hiftory, it feems perfectly clear to fne that
Mifs Gunning raifed and propagated a report,
that the was {peedily to interchange vows
with ‘your Lordfhip at the altar ¢ the intel-
ligence became current, and the young fa-
bricator for a time enjoyed the envy and
feliciations of the circle in which fhe mov-
ed. She well knew that her enjoyment of
this enviable imaginary ¢ank was tranfitory ;
but while the tale was credited fhe was
happy beyond imdgination.

At



13
. At length, however, fhe found 1t necef-
fary to feign an abrupt termination of the
gender negociation.” - The Géneral, her fa-
ther, entertaining fufpicions of the truth of
: Wwhat the alledged, of a treatyhof marriage
“being altually on-foot, and in an advanced
- ftate, between:that lady and your Lordthip,
_swrote a letter t0 your Lordthip’s father,
. that his fufpicions might either be removed
or confirmed. |
Alarmed at a fiep which muft have in-
- ftantly expofed her to contempt and ridicule
if not prevented, {he prevailed on ‘the re-
luétant groom not to deliver that letter as
it was addrefled, but to give it to her. = She
~then dire¢ted him to be abfent from the
- houfe for fo long a timeas he might be fup-
- pofed to go to Blenheim and back again ;
~and then to delive_n a letter ta General Gun-
- ning, as fram the Duke of Marlborough,
- Mifs Gunning having furnifhed him with

| {qch letter, g .
B2 This
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- This fa& s fupported by thefollowmg!
aﬁidawt

£ WELL.IA'Mr PEARCE, groom to Ge-
neral Gunning, aged fifty, or thereabouts,
maketh oath and faith, that a pacquet-and a
letter were delivered to him by - General
Gunning, on ' the morning of the day on
which he was dire€ted by -General Gun-
ning to go to the Duke-of Maribor90~ghfs%
and that he was direCted to, carry themto
_the Duke of Marlborough’s at Blenheim ;
that immediately after the pacquet and let-
_ter had been {o celivered: to this deponent
by General Gunning, Hannah Hales, who
,WBS at ; that .timfg Mafs .:Gunniqg’s-;.mai'da
came to this-deponent, and -gequeﬁedhixﬁ
to go to Mifs: Gunning ; rthat! he ' accord-
ingly went to Mifs Ganning, who was then
in her bed-chamber ;- that it was about ten
| .g’clockiin the mprniag; 'that':Mi-fs Guns
~ ning met this deponent:at the deor of her
reom, and faid you are going.to the Duke

of
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of Marlborough’s,== "That this deponent
anfwered, yes.—That then Mifs Gunmng
faid to this deponent you muft not go;
_that this' deponent an{wered and faid, Mifs
Gunning, -it71s a matter of trufteI muft
-perform my-truft—upon which, Mifs Gun-
“ning faid, I would not-have you go for five
_thoufand poands And that fhe infifted
~mpon his not going, time after time, and faid,
: that th;bfu*ﬁnefs ‘'he was' going upoﬁ was
..concerning 2 letter, which fhe had'had two
or three days=—=And that. the knew what
-he, paper was which he had from her papa,
~and: that it was of ‘her .own hand-~writing,
And this deponent - ith, . that Mifs Gun-
-ning defired him 10.leave the papers which
z cbadrbcﬁnﬂd::lwercdto hm b-Y : G cnﬁml G i
. ning with her, which fhe: many. times in-
fifted .on, - And this deponent faith, he
¢ went, downr ftairs and rbrq.ﬁghl; the- papers
‘.wh"ich:hef had received fram -General r'G_un-
pmg, and delivered - them; into Mifs Gun-
nin g g
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“ning’s own hand.~—That when the wit-
nefs had delivered the papers which he
‘had received from General Gunning, to
‘Mifs Gunnin g, fhe delivered to him a let-
ter, which fhe faid was a letter from the
~Puke of -Marlborough, ‘and which fhe
“told  this deponent fhe had opened and
- fealed it again, with thé Duke of Marlbo-
- rough’s arms.—And this ‘deponent ' fith,
~that he hath looked at the papers now pro-
- duced, and fHewn to him this deponent at

: the time of fwearmg this his affidavit,
**'marked Wlth the letter (A) being the cover

- of a letter “and that thefe words and figure
G Gunnmg,St ]ames Place, London,
- ¢¢ February 3d” wrote thereon, are, as this
deponent Venly behcves, of the fame hand-
wrmng as the dlreéhon of the letter, which
TMifs Gunnmﬂ delivered to him; and that
th1s deponent partlcularly obferved the day
of' the month written upon the faid cover,

and that he Verﬂy beheves the faid caver fo
2 (hewn
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thewn to him to be the fame whmh was de-
livered to this deponent; by the faid Mifs
Gunnmg And this deponent further
faith, that Mifs Gunning ordered him to
go out of town, and to ftay fuch time as
he thought he bught to take in going to
and returning from the Duke of Marlbo-
rough’s ; and upon his return; to deliver
-~ the letter which fhe gave him to General
Gunning.  And this deponerit farther faithy
that he; this deponent, went out of town

to Twickenbam, and returned to town the
next day between nine and tem o’clock at
mght And this deponent farth, that he
carried the letter which Mifs Gunning had.
given him as aforefaid, and which fhe had
dire&ted him to deliver to General Gunning,
to his mafter’s, General Gunping’s houfe.
That his mafter was not at home, but that
this deponent delivered it to Thomas
Walkis, his mafter’s valet. And this de-

- ponent falth that the day before his mafter
B | feund.
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found it out, that is, before his mafler
had difcovered that this dépcnent had not
been at the Duke of Marlbdrough s, Mifs
Gunning overtook this deponerit in Piccadil-
Iy in her father’s carriages and that fhe
called him to"the door of the carriage, and
faid to him, you muft ftand toit; and if you
are called upon, you muft fay you will take
you oath- of it, or ufed words to. that or
the like effe@. And this deponent faith;
he underftood Mifs Gunning to mean by
fuch words as aforefaid, that if this de-
ponent was afked about the letter which
he delivered to General Gunning’s valet as
aforefaid; he; this deponent, fhould fay
that he received that letter from the Duke
of Marlborough, &c. Andthis deponent
Gaith, that he has never feen Mifs Gunnmg
fince the left” her father’s houfe ; but that
in the courfe of the laft week, Hannah
Hales, whom this deponent believes is the
{fervant of Mifs Gunning, came to Gen:ral
Gu.nnmg s houfe between fix and feven

o'clock
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o’clock in t_ﬁe évening, and faid the wanted
to fpeak with this deponent, and Fhat {he
pulled a paper out of her pocket which fhe
faid Mifs Gunning defired her to give to
this &ponen_t to‘read; and that this’ de-
ponent r"eaa _the fame two or three timés,
and that to the beft of this apponﬂnt’sre-
colleCtion, the contents of the paper were,
that if this deponent would take his oath
that he had not delivered the papers which
had been delivered to him by General Gun-

ning, as before is mentioned, to IMifs
Gunning, thaﬁt the Woul_ci fettle twenty
pounds a year on him for life, and that he
might go to Wales, or where he pleafed,
and that the would pay him quarterly :
That this deponent told the faid Hannah
Hales he would not do any f{uch thing
for all the world, and defired her to tell
Mifs Gunning that he would do no fuch
thing ; and Hannah Hales then faid to this
deponent, that fhe had before told her mif-

C trefs
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trefs fo. And this deponent falti..,. thaf
when he had read the paper, which - he
did two or three times, he returned it to
Tannah Hales, who refuied to let this de=
ponent keep the fame, and faid fhe was or=
dered not. - And this deponent farth, he
believes that the paper fhewn to him by
Hannah Hales was Mifs Gunnmﬂ' s hand-
writing, he, this deponent, havmg ofteny
feen her hand-writing; but that it appeared'
to this deporent to hzwe been written faft
And this déponent faith, that he never was
at Captain Bowen’s houfe, and that he
does not know Mr. or Mrs. Bowen if he
was to fee them, and that he does not know |
where Captain Bowen lives. 3
WILLIAM PEARCE. f
Sworn at my houfe B
in Lincoln’s-Inn
* Fields, this 211t
" day of February
1791, before me -
Joun ORD. It
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It is with concern that we find this de-
poﬁtion contradicted alfo upon oath, Per-
jury lies at the- dOO_l“ of fomebody 3 both
thefe affidayits cannot be true.  Mifs Gun-
ning * has {worn as follows: “ I never {poke
to Papa’s groom, or caunfed him to be
{poken to, prior to, or on the fubject of
hié jodrpey to Blenheim; I gave him no
orders whatever, or any letter whatever,
or ahy bribe whatever; I believed he had
‘been at Blenheim, and that the letter he
brought back was from the D-—- of M— ;
and I felt happy and orateful for the ho-;
nour his Grace had dene me.”

It would be but a poor extenuation of
the offence of falfe-{fwearing, to fay that it
&dcs not amount to perjury, unlefs it is in
fo::pe judicial proceeding ; for thbugh, in a
legal fenfe, 1t does not amount to perjury,

* See Mis, Gunning’s Letter to the Dyke of Argyll,

Bﬂf;uh

Cz S
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in point of confcience, a diftinction bei;?geeq
them cannot very eaﬁly be made.

Mids Gunn ing, having fuﬁlcwntly regaled
her vanity, 1eems to have conceived a plan
of fabncatmcr a breakmg—off as well as a
commencement and progrefs of a treaty ;
and, as Cz pt:m Bowen mforms us, COnvey-

ed to him a copy of a pletended letter from
the DuL.e of Marlborough, Wthh the pre-

vailed on hlﬂl to 1 ke another copy from ; ;

and it appears that fuoh letter fo copicd

by C aptam Bowen, was given by Mifs
GUnnmg to Gencral Gunnmg S groom, to

b delivered to the General, as comin g from
‘the Duke of \/I.-.mboroucrh at Blenhmm.
ThlS fﬂbricauon, as 1t 1S generally fuppofed

contams the followmg words .

" QIR,
- 1 take the earhe& opportumty to ac..

“ Lnowledge the reccipt of yout letter and_ |
t to anfwer it with that explicitnefs you are

“ fq
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¢s {o much entitled to. From the firt of
fF the acquaintancc the Duchefs of Marl-ﬁ-
¢¢ borough and myfelf bad with Mifs Gun~
¢ ning, we were charmed with her, and it
¢ was with infinite fatisfa&tion we difcover-
¢¢ ed Blandford’s fentiments fimilar to our
¢ own. It had been long the with of both
$¢ to fee him married to fome amiable woe
¥ man—your daughter was the perfon ‘we

““ had fixed on, and we had every reafon to

¢ {uppofe, the object of his tendereft affec-
¢ tions; and, from the conduét of both

¢¢ himfelf and his family, yourfelf and Mifs.
*¢ Gunning had undoubtedly every 71t to
¢¢ Jook on a marriage as certain-—indeed.
““ when I left town laft fummer, I regard-

““ ed her as my future daughter, and I muft
& fay 1t is Wlth forrow I relinquifh the idea,

«¢ —The actions of young men are not al-
u recrrct I acknowledge my fOIl has been

=4 partlcularly unacountablc in hls. I beg
' I f‘you

i



[ 14 ]
#% you will do me the juftice to believe that
¢¢ I fhall ever think myfelf your debtor, for
¥ the manner in Whicﬁ you have conducted
¢ yourfelf in this affair, and that I muft al-
¢ ways take an intereft in the happinefs of
¢ Mifs Gunning. I beg, if the has not
¢ conceived a difguft for the whole of my
#¢ family, {he will accept the fincereft good
#¢ wifhes of the Duchefs and my daughters,
#¢ 1 have the honoyr to remain, '
¢ Sif,
¢ Your much obliged and
¢¢ Moft obedient humble fervant,

““ MARLBOROUGH."”

#¢ General Gunning,”

It was perhaps fuppofed that this epiftle,
conveying a kind of negative to the pro-
“ceedings.'on the part of your Lordfhip,
would occafion the {fubject to die gradﬁally
away, and the young lady’s want of veracity
might efeape without detection. But Ge-

- meral
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heral Gunning was fo well pleafed with thé
letter; that he went 1mmedrately to the
Duke of Argyll’s with it, and fhowed it to'
his Grace ; but very foon after the General
was convinced he had been abufed, and that‘

the letter was forged.
It appears by Captain Bowén's ffatement
of fads; (page 9.) that on or about the 2cth
of January, Mrs. Gunning informed him
and his wife, that her daughter’s match
with Liord Blandford was at length fettled,
and would very (hortly take place~~that the
marriage-fettlements were figned, &c. At
 this time it is probable that Mrs. Gunning
might imagine,a match between your Lord-
thip and her daughter would take place,
though perhaps {he did not think it in fuch
forwardnefs as fhe pretended.—A fond mo-
ther, belicving a marriage was aQually
on the fapis, might be allowed a little an~ 7
ticipation with regard to the exccution of
the writings, &c. - ‘
C The
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. T'he General, A{uppofing his daugiltéf
culpable, defired Mifs Minifie to tell her to
‘quit- his houfe, and Mrs. Gunning volun-
tarily quitted his houfe, choofing, as fhe
fays in her letter to the Duke of Argyll;
*¢ rather to follow an 4ngel, than to remain
* with thevery reverfe of an Angel.”
-.8Soon after the feparation, Mifs Gunning
- teceived the following letter from her fa<
ghers., - s e .. rh;_:

_ e Mo‘n‘day Evening:
A From a heart that ftill feels moft fen-.
* {ibly the affettions of -a father, for her
*“ who was dearly belovéd, proceeds this
¢ letter. That afflited father defires an
¢ mnterview with his unfortunate daughter,
““in which fhe may ‘depend.on having,
¢ no more to fear, than the workings of
*¢ an anxious, and perhaps over indulgent
¢ parent. The time and place of meeting
“ 1s left entirely to her, who is even now.
“ dear to | « J. GUNNING.”

Copy
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Copy of Mifs Gunning’s Anfwer,
““ Monday Evening.
“ Turned from your doors defencelefs,
¢¢ pennylefs, and robbed by you of what is

¢ and ever will be dearer than my life——

“ my charatter—ftigmatized for forgeries,
¢ which thofe who really did forge the

¢ letters, and ycu, Sir, muft know I am as
‘¢ innocent of as Heaven is free from fraud;

“ you, who I never in my life offended,

‘“ in thought, word, or deed, to caft me

¢ out upon the wide world as a guilty
= Crcature, when you know my heart
¢¢ would not have harboured a thought that
< could have difhonoured you, myfelf, or

¢« my fex; and after you have thrown me

« off, to purfue me as you would the bit-
¢ tereft of your enemies, to raife up falfe
«« witneflfes to crufh that child whom you
¢ thould have proteé’ted with your life,

¢¢ Innocent as I again repeat you know me
D . £¢ to
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““to be, even had I been guilty, which
““ God be praifed I am ot, fill you thould
“ have fcreened me;» and your chaftife-
‘“ ments fhould have-been foftened with
““ pity.. You call me unfortunate; I am
‘“ unfortunate 3 who has made me fo? This
‘“ unfortanate never will appear.in your
““ prefence, till you announce, and that in
‘“ the molft. public :and moft’ unequivocal
‘" maiiner, to the whole'world, how much
“ {he has been wronged by {candalous con-
““ trivances, and unheard-of calemny.
“ B, GunNING.”

I fear, my Lo:d, it Swill" be thought
that: Mifs Gunning delerves at leaft the
epithet of z.f;g/,‘&?'z‘;ﬁzaz‘f’, when the three af-
fidavits 1mmediately foilowing, have been
compared. 'That Lady has fworn as fol-
lows: “ I never was in Mrs. Bowen’s
lodgings in my life; I never met her by
appointment or by chance, at any third

plé.ée



15989 1)

place 5 -the only place in which T have ever
{een her has been at 'my father’s houfe, or
in my father’s carriagé, and never without
my-mama or my aunt bein g prefent. I ne-
ver wrote her a note or letter in my life ; I
never {poke to her confidentially onany {ub-
ject whatever.” B e Te
Audz alteram __pczrfem <. EIT ex Bowen .
Efquue, and Lafetta his wife, ma ake _oath
and {2y, that les Gunnings of St. James's
Place, came to their lodcing§ at -INo. 235
Qgeen {treet, N[a}-Falr on Sunday the Oth

~ a-ur-

day of Februar} mi’cant when the fald 7\’11(3
Gunnmcr Wrote two let ters, which fhe re-

qucf’ced might be (hewn to Mrs. Gunning,
her’ miother; and’ that the faid letters were
inclofed and delivered to Mrs. Gunnin g the
{fame day when the Ca]]ed on Mrs. Bowen,

Agam, e Printis Lugrm, late {fervant to
Captain Bowen, maketh oath and faith,
that laft Sunday fe'nnight, the 6th of Fea
bruary inftant, “he, ‘the hd'eponeht; let'mto

=0, Captain
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Captain Bowen's lodgings (at No.23,Queen-
ftreet, .May-Fair) Mifs Gunning, of St.
James’s Place, which lady he knows by fight;
and the {aid Mifs Gunning, having remain-
cd about three quarters of an hour at his
-matfter’s, he, the deponent, let her out.”

Wifhing to be fully informed of all the
particulars relative to this imaginary mar-

riage, General Gunning wrote a letter to

your Lord(hip’s moft noble father, in which
he mentioned that he had done himfelf the

honour to write to the Duke on the 3d of

February, 1791. - The following an{wer
was the confequence of this epitftle.

‘¢ Sion Hilly Feb. 12, 1791.
Al _
1 take the carlieft opportunity to thank
“¢ you for your letter of the 11th of February,

““ which I haye juft now received, and I

‘“ muft affure you at the fame time, that

‘“ your letter of February 3, of which you
I “ inclofe
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‘¢ inclofe me a copy, was never received by
¢“me; nor did I ever write to you; fo
¢¢ that the letter you fthewed my fon,
<« Henry ¥, muft have been a forgery. I
¢ am heartily forry fof the uneafinefs you
¢ have felt on this bufinefs, and can only
4¢ fay, that I really believe there never was
<< any foundation for the reports you allude
¢ to. |

« T am, Sir, with great truth,
“ Your moft obedient

¢ "Humble fervant, . -
“ MARLBOROUGH."”

Unwilling am . I to believe accufations,
though moft unequivocal, of a perfon thus
‘defcribed by her mother: ¢ It was not
chance that prefided over the deftiny of a
being like this—fhe had not difgraced the
ol Lord Henry Spencer, to whom General Gunning

‘had thewed the letter, Whi_ch haﬂ bcch_ played off as from
the Duke, d- ol

work



- 32 ]

work of het'maker—the imnidculate pure=
nefs with which fhe came from his hands
‘had never been fullied—{he could with con-
“fidence look:up to him for proteéhon, and
‘he proteted her.”

o Itris ‘amelancholy confideration, my
-Lord, that difgrace thould enfue} where no-
thing more was 1ntended  than a temporary:
feaft for vanity. Your Lordfhip, I believe,

need siot be informed, that'a vety tender
penchant never exifted betweett you and the
fair inventrefs; your Lordfhip, therefore,
‘could not" be injuréd ; and you have too
great a partiality for the fex, to be offended
af, her framing a tranfient happinefs on your
Juppofed affedtion for her. - Had the lady
been deficient .in the- graces, énd per{onal
charms, the report of your being influenced
by {uch an obje& mlght have gwen birth

10 reﬁrléhons on your want of dlfcernment

and tafte; but the lady in queftion”is rich

-

in
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in beauty and perfections, and might have
been confidered as a rieh gem, capable of
adding fplendour even to a ducal coronet.

~ Sc far as the gpiftolary fabrication goes,
I am ready to pardon and forget ; not doubt-~
1ng Bu; fimilar contrivances are daily form-
ed and carried into execution, among people
of rank, and perhaps for the fame purpofe ;
to create a pleafing topic of converfation
among the circle of the propagators’ ac-
quaintance, in which fhe figures as the
happy heroine.  Let every one, my Lord,
appeal to his own experiehce ; let him afk
his own bofom if he has not known many
inftances of the kind, which have been cir-
culated for the moment, and on which they

- have courted and received the congratula-

tions of the public, though the lady whofe
imagination gave birth to the tale, well
knew there was no foundation for it, and
only fought the enjoyment of temporary

felicitation.

Had
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- Had the fair fubject of this epiftle pro-
ceeded no further, of what could fhe have
been accufed ; but having borrowed a tem-
porary felicity for herfelf, without infring-
ing upon that of others, or effeiting any
thing that could be injurious to any per-
fon in the univerfe but herfelf ? To deviate
from the paths of veracity is certainly cen-
furable, whether fuch deviation be detet-
ed or not ; but, among young ladies, where
vanity is expected to be predominant, we
can hardly term it a crime, efpecially where
a lover, or an imaginary lover, is the {ubje&
of converfation. It is entitled to a fofter
appellation from a lady’s lips.—Call 1t, my
Lord, a #rait of imagination — Clafs 1t
among the weaknefies, the foibles of the
fex, but let it not be magnified intoa vice.

But affidavits are ferious things, though
not within the pale of legal diftin&ion. If
a perfon, my Lord, thould unfortunately

incur the momentary cenfures of the world
for
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for. t}iﬂing offence, how imprudent, as
well as irreligious and immoral, 'to launch
into an ocean of -'impurity to. conceal one
inconfiderable impure {peck ? Let us hope,
my Lord, that the fair one, though arrived
at the legal ftate of womanhood, did not
- perfeétly underftind the nature of an oath ;
fhe might have confulted a confidante upon
this bufinefs, who could with propriety in«
form her, that fuch an offence was not
punifhable as a forgery by law ; and thence
perhaps concluded, that a crime for which
a perfon was not amenable to the law, could
not be confidered as having much turpitude
“ Her mother, however, informs us (in
page 148 of her Letter) that the following
preamble was affixed by her daughter, and
written by herfelf, immediately after the ac-
- cufations, and her anfwers to them, and be-
fore thc awful oath was adminiftered to her:
¢ As I may perhaps, from my time of life,

39" tae E 6 be
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“ be fuppofed not to underftand tlie nature
¢¢ of the folemn oath I am about to take, to
‘¢ atteft my innocenee of the above charges,
“ 1 beg to aflure the magiftrate who fhall
¢ adminifter the oath to me and the wita:
¢¢ nefles prefent, that T know, on the tzu:th
“ of what I am going to affert; depends. my

‘¢ character [in this ‘wofld; and.my everlafi=
“ ing falvation in the world to come.”, .
That Mrs. Gunning thouglit the affida~
vit true, is: evident from the following ob~
{ervations ; obfervations which would: =
turally arife in the bréaft of an affeGionate.
meother; where a daughter is fuppofed to bc
innocently accufed : ¢ The refidence: of,
“¢ honour and virtue,” fays fhe, * ¢ was in
< the chafte bofom of my daughter,  they.
¢ ditected her. where to. appeal for juftice.
““ and for judgment; it was not to_ the
““ courts of man, it was to.that tribunal.
“ before which all men and all. women' too.

* Mr. Guﬁning’é Letter, Page 115, .

¢ muft
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 muft account, not only for their aG&ions
¢ but for the motives .Of them, and the
¢ blefled evangelifts were called upon by
¢ their _,indif'putab_l_cm_'cvidencc to atteft her
¢ innocence. ‘When fhe took the facred
¢ pledge in her fteady hand, and with an-
¢¢ gelic compofure of countenance and of
¢ yoice, carried it to lips uncontaminated
¢ by fglfchmd, % triumpﬁed in the adorable
¢ qu;ﬁt of my heart! ahd at _tha-t moment
¢¢ L.could have received but one additional
- €¢ gratification, which would have been to
¢¢ have had all her ;ng_niés {pectators of ghq
¢¢ {cene before me.” _

- It has been fuppofed by fome that Cap-
tain Bowen cgnnived at the impofition in«
tcndc;'! to b@ praéﬁfggi by Mifs Guqn_ingg
by copying a létt,er which fhe intended to
pafs dn - General Gunning as a genuine
epiﬁl;é from your Lofdﬂ)ip’s father ; but
thofe who entertain fuch an idea, cannot
have beftowed a moment’s confideration on

E 2 the
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the bufinefs. = The affiir is no longer myf~
tenous . that Captam Bowen wrote a letter;

Wthh was afterwards converted to the pura

pofe above- mentioned, feems mcontefhb-le,

but that he. knew 1t was intended for fuch

a purpo{e, cannot poflibly be fuppofed
The létter appears to have been conveyed tq

him, asa copy of a genuine letter, which

Gener&l Gunning had alreédy received fréﬁi
your Lordihlp s father'; and that fhe wanted
another copy of {uch letter to ‘tranfmit to

a friend, not choofing to part with the an{y

copy of. it which fhe then poflefled.
Having frequently heard, both from
Mrs. Gunning ‘and her daughter, that 2

match between your Lordfhip and thg
yQung Lady was in 3 ptogreﬁiire ftate,
Captain  Bowen "had. not any realon ta
doubt of the letter’s being genuine and au~

-thcnttc:, and that the avowed purpofe. fox

which fhe Wanted a tranfcnpt of it -was
fair and reafonable. If. any perfon fhould

entertam



o)

entertain a doubt to the contrary, the fol«
Jowing affidavit will cectainly remove it ;

‘« EssEx BowEN, of Queen-ftreet, May-
Fair, Efquife,_maketh oath and faith, that
on T‘uefc‘ila)h@ the 11t day of February inftant,
Mrs. Bowen, this deponent’s wife, gave to
this deponent the note or letter now pro-;
;iuced and fhewn to this _deponent at the
t1me of fwearmg this his af:hdawt maréed
‘wu‘ﬁ the letter B. * and which thls depo-
_ nent from the ﬁgnatule—-E Gunninge—
' concluded to come from Mifs Gunmng,
the daughter of General Gunmng And

this deponent further falth that together
W1th the faid note or lettcr, was mcl_ofed
under a cover, du'e&ed to Mrs. Bowen? a

paper wntmg, purportmg to be a letter
from hxs Grace the Duke of Marlborough

* les Gunm,ng S ﬁrﬁ ]etter to Mrs Bowen, 1ece1ved

the firft of F ebruary, requeﬁmg her to plevall on Captam
Bowen to copy a letter, pretended-to have been received by

;}enerqli Gunning, from the Duke of Marlborough,
to
t\-
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to Geheral Gunnmg,r and. which paper
-writing this deponent, in compliance with
the reque& exprefled in the faid note or
let-fei- marked (B), did faithfully i:bpy and
tranfcribe. -+ And this  deponent further
faith, that the faid paper writin g, purportmg
to be a letter from the faid Dukc of Marl-
borough to General Gunning as afarefaid,
iogether with the faid copy thereof {o made
' by thls deponent were mclofed in 2 caver,
and dlrc&ed to the faid les Gunning ; and
which this deponent undcrﬁood and be-

lieves was afterwards given to a fervant, of

othcr perfon, who called for the fame, as
coming from the faid Mifs Gunning. And
this deponent further falth that on Sun-
day, the 6th day of February inflant, he
was given to u‘nderﬁénd that fufpicions
were entertained as to the authennmty of
the correfpondence ‘which had been repres
fented to have taken place b.‘?!Wf*?ﬂ the Duke
of
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of Maﬂ:bdmugh,* the Marq”lﬂs‘ of Blandfm:d
his fon; and the faid Mifs Gunning, and-
her father, Géneral Gurﬂ'ir-!cr a-—Upon this:
intimation, this ﬁeponent requefted Gex:
neral Gunmng to call on this dcponcnt‘,‘

which ‘the faid ‘General Gunnmg did on

Tu(:'fday, the 8th day of Fcbruary inftant ;
at which meeting this dcpomnt put into

the hands of General Gunmng a copy of

the’ aforefard- papcr writing, purporting to

be a lettcr from the Duke of Marlboroagh,
to gwc “Genéral ‘G’unnmg as af'orcfald

which copy had been taken or made by the
faid Mrs. Bowen from that enclofed, and
fent with the aforefaid note oF letter marked

B.~And this deponent further faith at
the fame time, he this deponent, or the
faidd Mrs. Bowen; proﬁm& to "General’
Gunmng, the-faid note or letter marked ( BY
as the note or letter in which the faid pa-
per erting‘ was inclofed under a cover, di~
reCted to: Mrs... Bowen as:aforefaid. And
this
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this deponent further faith, that the faid
General Gunning difcovered much fur-
prize at this deponent’s having in his pof=
{eflion a copy of the aforefaid paper writing:
ot letter; which the faid General Gunning@
confidered  himfelf to have received from
the Duker of Marlborough," 1n anffwer tO
one whmh he, the faid General, mentioned

that he had wntten to the Duke But.
this deponent fith, tha-t at {fuch time, the

faid General Gunnmg did nqt exprefs; nor
as this deponent believes, does the faid- Ge-

~ “neral Gunmng now: entertain, ey doubt

refpeé‘tmg the note or letter marked (B)* -
and then produced to him, the faid Genes,
ral Gunning, being of the hand-writing of
his faid daughter Mifs Gunning. And. this
deponent further faith, that at fuch meet=
ing, the faid General Gunning took out of
his pocket the paper or letter now produced,

and fhewn to this deponent at the time of

# The {aid above-mentioned Letter, -
X fwearing
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{wearing this his affidavit, and marked with
the letter (A), as'a letter received by him
from the Duke of Marlborough on the pre-
ceding ‘Friday ; but which, upon being
-fhewn to this deponent, proved to be the
copy which this deponent had made of
the aforefaid paper-writing, purporting as
aforefaid, to be a letter from the faid Duke
of Marlborough to the faid General Gun-
ning, éxcept that in making the faid copy,
this deponent had written the word “ copy™
at the top, and the word ¢ figned” oppofite
the fignature. Marlborough, which f{aid
words ¢ copy” ¢ figned”’, do not now ap-
pear on the faid copy, the faid words having
been erafed fince the faid copy was wrote
and fent as aforefaid. And this deponent
further faith, that the faid paper or letter
marked (A) is the fame paper or letter
which was produced by him, the faid Ge-
neral Gunning to this deponent and his faid
wife, as herein before mentioned. And

E this
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this: deponent further faith, ‘that although '
his Grace the Duke of “Argyll, Lord Fre-
derick Campbell,  the Right Honourable

General Conway, Andrew Stuart, Efquire, -

- and the aforefaid General Gunning, to
whom the foregoing facts have been ftated
by this deponent, are fully fatisfied of the
truth of fuch this ‘deponent’s {tatement ;
yet this deponent, anxious to relieve: the
feelings of General Gunning, and in the
hope that Mrs. Gunning and her daughter,

the aforefaid Mifs Gunning, may be brought
to a right fenfe of the ferious confequences

- which may refult from a ‘public" inveftiga-

tion of the reports which have gone-abroad,

is induced to make this afhdavit.

' « EsseEx Bowen.”

Sworn at the Public- TR TR ek
Office in Symond’s- -
Inn, the 24th day of
Fcbruary 1791 be-,
fore

E. LEEDS. Sl
That
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That Captain Bowen was impofed on,
and aCtually believed the letter, which had
been tranfmitted to him to Copy, Was'real]y
fuch as the letter which inclofed it had de-
clared it to be, appears certain, from his
writing the word copy on the top, and figned
oppofite the ﬁgnature Marloorough. Had
he known the ufe intended to be made of
~ this epiltle, thofe words would certainly
~ have appeared to him as unneceflary, and
more than unneceffary ; for he would know
they muft be erazed ; and if fuch erazure
was not made with dexterity and care, the
letter would appear to have been mutilated,
and create fufpicions refpecting its authen-
ticity.

I cannot conclude, my Lord, without
obferving, that your Lordfhip has acted
with infinite tendernefs and propricty, in
not officioufly ftanding forward to declare,

‘what is pretty univerfally believed, that the

whole of the love tale is fabricated. Youg
St ‘Lordthip
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Lordﬂnp feems unwx.llmg to'raife’an addi-
tioml- blufh R a check alrcady too fmuch
Qnmfoned_

~'1 have the honour to be,

My Lord

Your Lordﬂ‘n ps -
Mf'éﬁ?-obcdie nt fervant,

bbio T SR TR R R
Tincoln’s Tnn, P AN

_ sz 3y 1791,
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