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TRIAL AT LARGE

ON AN

ACTION FOR DAMAGES,
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In his Majelty’s Court of Exchequer, before the Right Hon,
Lord Chief Baron Yelverton and a Jury of Citizens,
on Saturday the 2oth of February, 1796;
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RIGHT HON. MARY ANNE,
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The whole of the Evidence, with the Speeches of the learned
Counfel, and the Charge of the venerable Judge. -

On which a Verdiét was found for f10,000.
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EPISTLE DEDICATORY

TG 1I'RBRE

FASHIONABLE WORLD,

To the Right Honourable, Right Fathionable, Truly
Liberal, and Uncontroulable Amateurs of the
Haut ‘Ion whether to be found at Tea-Tables,
Routes, Drums, Faro-Banks, Private Theatres,
Camp-Balls, or Scandal Parties,

The Editor of the following Pages [endeth greeting! -

AWARE that your mffinds are too bufily occu-
pied in the important objects of pleafurable enjoy-
ment, to have much leifure for perufing fuch for-
mal ftuff as dedicatory epiftles, efpecially when not
penn’d in poetry, and abounding 1n witty ffrokes and
devilifb good things, he will ufe all poflible brevity,
confiftent with the morality of the fubject.

Morality a morality preface for a trial by
Crim. Con. ! Calum tn Terra |——Sacre Dieu!
Nay, Ladies and Gentlemen, do not be alarmed I
befeech you ; I really am not going to preach ; and
in leading your curiofity to a banquet, it is not my
purpofc to pall your appetite with foup-meagre ; at
leaft if I do, I fhall endeavour to feafon it fo, as to
prevent it bemg called maukith.

The prefent is an age of revolutions, in focial
manners as well as in governments ;. in private life
as
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as well as in great ftates; and the changes which
tranfitions of this kind make in the world, form
- great @ras, that fhould not be abruptly paffed over
“without fome comment, fome introductory preface
from the hiftorian,

A period feems to have arrived in this country,
when the great {yftem of policy and legiflation, {o
long admired by both courtiers and patriots, feems
to have wrought its effeCts upon the nation, namely,
the aflimilation of every thing Irifh to the Britifh
principle, not only our laws and conftitution, but
our manners, fentiments, fafhions, pleafures, luxu-
ries, and amuflements, are tranflated into Englifh
idiom. There was a period not an hundred years
back, when the cafe was not {o, and when, as fome
formal old Quizzes and Dowagers amongft us, fay
~ things were better in this country; but folks more
refined think otherwife; the thing 1s difputed ;
Doctors differ, and the cafe thould be fairly {tated,
that pofterity, in adopting our brigh! example, may
be edified by our wifdom, in forming a new xra in
our manners and fentiments, =~ Bt o)

There certainly was a time, and it iIs not yet im-
memorial, when the Ladies of Ireland wore about
them a certain tenacious referve of manners, a cer-
tain exceflive delicacy of words and fentiments, a
certain high pride of ftri¢t chaftity in perfon, in
deportment, and in fpeech——a cerrain degree of
veltal myftery, almoit towards their hufbands, that
rendered the Ladies of Ireland famed, or at leaft re-
marked through Europe, as proverbs of virtue.
It is ftrongly alledged too, that fuch was the unac-
countable attachment of the Gentlemen of Ireland
to this cold and cautious conduct of the women,
for whom their very bofoms burnt with love, that any
man who would be ruffian enough, (and rufhan he
would moft certainly be deemed) to drop a phrafe

or
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or a hint in the hearing of a virtuous woman, that
could wound in the flighteft degree this boafted de-
licacy of the mind, or excite a bluth on her cheek,
would ftand a very good chance indeed, of atoning
for his offence by the {word ot the firft relation,
friend, or even intimate acquaintance of the Lady
or her family, who fhould chance to come acquaint-
ed with the circumftance. The Gentlemen of Ire-
land were then not lefs eminent for their gal/ant con-
dué, than for their courage and politenefs. By
gdllant conduct, I mean that attention to the fex,
that polite and manly {olicitude for the accommo-
dation, the happinefs, and the honour of the Ladies,
and particularly their wives, daughters, and rela-
tions ; the want of which, if it does not unpardon-
ably offend a lady, becaufe fhe may have too much
good humour, at leaft feldom fails to freeze all af-
fections in her bofom to thofe, from whom fhe con-
ceives {uch attentions due, and perhaps opens a
niche for fome new votary in her efteem, who, if
he confiders her worth the conqueft, will flip no
opportunity of forcing his way to her affections,
through the unguarded wickets of her vanity, or her
ride. -

F They do fay, that the bare bofom of a virtuous
woman, or even a glimpfe of her ancle, were things
{carcely allowed, even to an hufband] much lefs o
a brother, ftill lefs to the moft ardent and honou-
rable lover, and leaft of all, to every body who
chofe to look at them. A profufion of drapery,
while it thed a myftic elegance over the charming
contour of the female form, at the {fame time con-
cealed the fhape of the limbs, and throwing as it
were a facred ray of chaftity round the perfon, for-
bade the approach of every glance or idea from the
rougher {ex, that would have profaned the Temple
of 'Diana. :

A | Now
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Now whether this was a Gothic, or to go ftill
farther back, a Carthaginian prejudlce among the
Irifh, I thall not pretend to determine; certain it
18, that it did exift, for we {till have traces of it
left in remote quarters of the country, and among
certain old-fafbioned orders of the people, who have
not come in contact with fathionable intercourfe.
But equally certain it is, that this Gothic, or Celtic,
or Carthaginian prejudlce is rapidly declmmg, and
blds very fair in another half century to be as {carce
in the country, as our quondam moofe-deer, our
wolf-dogs or our faints, bards, or any other veﬁlges
of our ancmnt hiftory.

I remember there was a time too, when the {im-
ple, uninformed Ladies, and indeed untravelled men
o Ireland read ftories of the gallantries and intri-
gues of the French, the Spanifh, the Italian, the
Portuguefe, and other Ladles of ‘'warmer chmes,
with a fort of difcredit mixed with amazement :
that time is changed, and fo is the clime. = A very
learned author, Mr. Falconer I think tells us that
manners, conftitutions, and genius, depend entirely
on climate; and iince our bogs were drained, our
woods cut down, and the hot fun of Britifh leerty,
has darted his beams amongft us, we are another
kind of beings; our climate, which formerly pro-
duced nothing better than crabs, wild plumbs, and

cold chaftity, now brings forth pines, grapes, and
gallantry, as luxuriant as the genial temperature of

France or Italy can boait.

Britith Liberty is indeed the great Sun of our
Conftitution, corporeal as well as political, and the
Fair Sex, who have but lately come to underftand
what that Liberty is, fcem now to enjoy it with
an cagernefs, wluch almolt puts the other fex to the

bJth.
Some
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Some five-and-twenty years ago, when the gal-
lantries of the reign of Charlés the 11d. were nearly
forgotten in England, and the tranfcendent virtues
of the Royal Pair, who now, and who Heaven grant
may long fill the Throne of thefe kingdoms, re-
eftablithed rhe reign of Virtue over the realms of
- Fathion, the warmth of Briti/h confiitution was re-
prefled for a {eafon; intrigue was banifhed to the
Cyprian Circles, not daring to profecute its {chemes
in the purlieus of that happy court, where virtue,
decorum, and domeftic happinefs, have always been
theorder of theday. But a coircidence of circum-
- ftances foon concurred to raife fallen gallantry from
its debafement, once more to fhine in the circles of
Fathion; {o that it would now feem, as if HY MEN
and CUPID had waged war again{t each other in the
Britith hemifphere, and that the heroine fubjects of
each, were contending for the triumphant Myrile
1n the field of Fruition.

Foremolft in the ranks of Frailly to revive intrigue
was the celebrious Mifs Chudleigh, afterwards
- Dutchefs of Kingfton, a Lady who did not (like
many of the coronetted corps) forget her principles in
her exaltation. True to the caufe, as the needle to
its pole, her Fame ftands higheft on that lift of
names which emblazon the annals of Britifth gallant-
ry. Her example, like wildfire, {pread abroad
its contagion. lLady Grofvenor furnifhed next the
mofit prominent example of fathionable frailty, bri-
liant and 1lluftrious (if Rank, Title, Beauty and
Fafhion can render the wearers {o) has been the ca-
talogue of frail dames who have fince followed
captive 1n the triumph of the all-conquering God
of Amonr.

. For a while, the Marlborough’s, the Kingflon's,
the Grofvenor’s, the Orrery’s, the Percy’s, the
A2 - Ligo-
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Ligonter’s, the Bunbury's, the Wolleley’s, and a few

other names not lefs eminent in the annals of
gallantry, ftood forth, bold revolters from conjugal
fidelity. Example foon kindles inclination, where it
lay dormant before. The citalogue of frail ma-
trons foon {welled to a volume larger than the court
kalendar, Peers, Knights, and Commoners, met
in Doftors Commons, and butted and gored each
other with luxuriant antlers. And the /plendid exX~
amples of GRrosvenOR-sQuARE and PoRTraAND-
PLACE, have fince found their way to the purlieus of

Spital-fields, and Wapping,
““ When comets meet and brufb their fiery tails,”

The neighbouring {pheres are in danger. The ex-
ample of the great, like the light of the fun, fheds
its influence upon all inferior objeéts ; and thus we
{fee their fathions, and their fozbles too, delcending
to the loweft orders of the people—from the peer
to the ’prentice, from the dutchefs, to the doll be-
hind the nulliner’s counter. Tafle and paflion go
hand i1n hand, and if the colour of a Countels’s
ribbon, the cut of her cap, or the fafhion of her
gown, fets all the females of the country gadding
after her ladythip, as theep follow a bell-wether, it
is not very wonderful that the lady’s frai/ties, it {he
happens to have any, fhould follow her fancy, efpe-
cially where ftrong paltions plead for the example.
If any thing was wanting in the outfet of this re-
volution to help the bufinefs of intrigue, and bring
the {exes to-a right under/?anding upon a very ticklifb
and doubtful affair, that GREAT LuMINARY of GoOD
BREEDING, that very Newrton of fafbionable man-
ners and principles, LORD CHESTERFIELD {up-
plied the defeét.. This great little man, whole works

are the very Aoran of fathionable faith, like anogther
MAHOMET,
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MAHOMET, taught his male followers to believe
that gallantry and intrigue ave the very jfir/t principles
and fine qua non by which only a young man can
- rife at court, or be fuccelsful in the great world,
This he taught his favourite {on, and by it he has
gained more profelytes than Fohn We/ley.

Next to the doftrines laid down by Lord Chelter-
field, perhaps no caufe has contributed more to the
extenflion of gallantry in England, than what are
called Private Theatricals, Thele have done more
to the ruin of fortunes, characters, and domeltic
comfort, than perhaps any other caules of modern
frailty.

As matters are now underftood between the {exes,
what is the natural confequence of expofing to temp-
tation a thoufand beautiful women, nurtured in the
lap of luxury, warmin high blood and high living,
accomplifhed 1n all the refinements of plealure, and
of vanity, with every fenfe ftimulated to enjoy-
ment, every nerve attuned to delight, every feeling
{crewed up to extacy, and vibrating to every found
and breeze of pleafure ; women, wholfe religion is
drefs, amufement and admiration; who, though
deeply read in Hoyle, and all the combuftible lore of
taudry French novels, and the modern furniture of
the circulating libraries, have perhaps [carcely ever
looked into the bible, liftened to a fermon, or learnt
their catechi{fm-——who, if married, have never been
confulted as to the object of their affections, nor
ever felt the intercourfe of conjugal attachment
through any other medium than the agency of an
avaricious parent, or family-proftor—and a mar-
riage article.

What is the fituatign of fo many charming wo-
men thus circumftanced; expofed to the flratagems
of the molt confummate adepts in modern gallantry

who ftudy women as they do a {sience, and feek
with
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with indefatigable perfeverance the unguarded mo-
ment, whén HONOR, the faithful centinel of Vir-
tue, is lulled to {leep ; when all the feld means which
ingenuity can invent or wealth purchale, are called
into action for the purpofes of ruin; when flattery,
afliduity, attention, eloquence, polite addrefs, and
all the perfuafive fafcinations the feducer can aflume,
accompanied by the melting ftrains of {oft and thril-
ling mufic, the allegro movements of the {prightly
dance, the delicious luxuries of the coftly board,
the carefling whifpers of the warm, 1mpaflioned lo-
ver, all confpire to lull fufpicion, and roufe the trea-
cherous governor, PASSION, to betray the citadel.
And this too at a time, when -perhaps the carelefs
hufband, infenfible to the treafure he poflefles, flies,
Iike a fated epicure, the rich banquet of her charms,
and either obeys the impulfe of depraved appetites,
1n illicit and degrading amours, or {quanders his
time over the bottle, or his fortune at the gaming
houfe.

‘The beft anfwer to thefe queftions will be found
in the pleadings of Weflminfter Hall, and the re-
cords of Doctors Commons, where {carcely a term
has elapfed for years, without three or four altions
for crim. con. brought in the one, to found fuits for
divorce in the other. X

The prevalence of example, keeps vice in coun-
tenance. The crime at which perhaps the honour
of the /pinfier would be alarmed, lofes its terrors to
the diffipated wife : the frightful name of aduliery, is
fofiened down to the lighter epithet of mere faux
paux or bagatelle ; frequency obviates furprife, the
thing is but a nine days wonder, and the philofo-
phic cornuto, convinced of the folly of fretting,
~ confoles himfelf in refleéting that he is no worfe
than many of his neighbours, configns his feelings

| to
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to_his proctor, and feeks comfort in damages, di-
vorce, burgundy, and the dice box.

A London Newlpaper of the very laft Packer,
dated Feb. 26, ftates an account of the fecond read-
ing of a bill before the Houfe of Lords, to diffolve
the marriage of Mr. LauncerLoT SHADWELL from
his Wife EL1zaBeTH Sopura, whom he married in
1776, by whom he had 1welve CGhildren, ten of whom
are living, and from whom he is now to be divorced
for her adultery with Peter Ruelle, a French Emi-
grant, in November laft.

So much for another country=—whofe manners
and fentiments are held up for our model !

’Tis now time to bring home the allufion, We
have imported the manners, the luxuries, the ftile
of equipage, the furniture, the coftly banquets, the
gambling, and the private theatricals; but "tis hop-
ed, not yet the GALLANTRIES, of the fifter
capital. The men of Ireland, ’tis true, have never
- yielded the laurel on this ground to the men of
any country—they have worn it in all; and like
provident Soldiers, have ufually quartered on the
Enemy. 5 |

But is there a heart amongft us depraved enough,
to wifh the honour of Irifh women humbled at the
foot of the defpoiler ? Heaven forbid! that manly
{pirit is not yet entoiled in the filken trammels of
Fafthion, which, while. it warms our hearts in the
admiration of female virtue, nerves our arms to de-
fend and protect it. Il any man doubts his own
fortitude on this head ; if he is a father, an hufband
or a brother to Beauty, his own bofom will redtify
his judgment ; and banifhed for ever trom friend- .
fhip.and hofpitality, be the defpoiler who would
violate the female honour of his country !

Let us paufe then for a mement, left twirled in
the giddy mazes of modern fafhion, diilipation

4 e and



- 3

and infidelity, we be drawn too far into the vortex
and engulphed in the whirlpool. |

A [plendid vilim or two may have fallen through
incaution—a bright ftar or two may have dropt from
that galaxy, to which we look as the pride and or-
nament of our hemiiphere; let us view their fate
with pity, whilft we deprecate the caufe, and feek
by ftrenuous efforts to ftem the progrefs of example.
~ Errors have crept into the fathionable fyftem, which
if not extraéted ere too late, will prove feeds of
deftruction.

Any comment from the Editor upon the follow-
ing Trial, would be as cruel as it would be imper-
tinent. The {peeches of the learned Counfel, and
charge of the learned Judge, have faved all neceffity
on that head, and marked the fources from which
fimilar evils {pring; and there is too much reafon
to fear that in thofe circles, where diflipation and
pleafure are the only leflons taught, from the nur-
{ery to the nuptial bed, where the duties of the wife
and mother are configned to domeftics, where
-Miffes, green from the boarding-{chool are taught
to ridicule the leflons of prudence and economy,
and ufhered into all the rounds of gaiety and extra-
vagance, and where meretricious drefs, manners
and converfation, form the fafhionable rage of the

baut 1on—STRICT and PERMANENT VIRTUE
will not be the_ RULING PASSION, -

Conrt



Court of Exchequer,

SATURDAY, 20th February, 1796.

TRIA L -8

THE RIGHT HON.
LORD CHIEF BARON YELVERTON,

 Prefided on this Trial,

THEjury, which was not fpecial, but compofed
of reputable Citizens of Dublin, being impan-
nelled, and {worn,

Junior Council having opened the pleadings, by
fhortly ftating the nature and objelt of the action—
that it was inftituted by the RicuT HoNouRABLE
Gro. Fr. NucenT, EARL oF WESTMEATH, to reco-
ver damages from the HoN. AucusTus CAvENDISH
BrapsHAw, for criminal converfation with the

Ricuar HoN, MARY-ANNE, CouNTESs oF WEsST-
MEATH,

B Mr.
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Mr. Solicitor General then proceeded to ftate the
cafe to the court and jury. He faid, that he felt
with peculiar reluctance the duty which fell to his
lot this day, but the tafk, however painful,
was fuch as his duty to his client indifpentibly
bound him to perform. In common with every
friend to morality and conjugal happinefs, he felt
- for the depravity and incontinence he fhould have
occafion this day to lay before a refpectable and con-
{cientious jury,who would he was convinced eftimate
from their own feelings the Irreparable 1njury fuf-
tained by the noble EArL, who came this day to
claim from the laws and the juftice of his country
fome reparation in damages, for the wound inflict-
ed on his honour, his domeftic happinefs, and the
comforts of his bofom, which no damages, however
great, could heal. The cafe was of 1tfelf {o ftrong,
and {o very atroclous, as to render little comment
1ndeed neceflary beyond the faéts which he was in-
ftructed would be {ubftantiated in evidence.

The crime was of a nature as injurious to {ociety
as to the individual, and peculiarly fo, as it was per-
petrated 1n that rank of life which, while it aggra- .
vated the guilt, was moft likely to render the exam-
ple pernicious. In f{tating thlS cafe, 1t would be
incumbent upon him to Keep, mdeed very much
within the limits of his inftructions, and inftead of
going to the extent which he might in explaining
all the circumftances attendant on this {hameful
bufinefs, he fhould confine himfelf to thofe bounds
which decorum and refpect to the court and {o ref=
pectable a jury neceflarily prefcribed. '

The noble EarL in this cale, was feveral years
ago married to his Counress—a young lady of
moft refpeétable family and connexions—polithed
education, high accomplifhments, and great beauty

of perfon. The match on the part of the noble EARL
' was
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was purely the refult of love to the lady, and by no
means founded on any confiderations which could
arife from her fortune, and the lady accepted his
lordfhip’s hand as well from motives of reciprocal
affeGtion as from the confiderations of rank, honour,
~and the refpe&t which fhe was likely to enjoy in an
alliance with a nobleman of his LiorpsuiP’s high
rank, {plendid fortune, and illuftrious connexions.
It could not indeed be fuppoled the lady or her
friends could have any pofiible objection to a match
at once fo eligible and advantageous. The flighteft
pretence of this fort never appeared or exifted, and
therefore the compulfion of parental authority in
urging a young lady into a match violatory to her
affe&tions, or her delicacy, with a man of difagree-
able perfon, or advanced years, {o frequently pleaded.
in extenuation for {imilar infidelities=~could not be
applied in this. '

The.noble EarL and his lady lived together {eve-
ral years—apparently in the happieft intercourie
of reciprocal affe&tion and domeftic felicity, fur-
rounded by all the blandifhments which high rank,
ample fortune, and fafhionable fplendour, could
confer. The lady bore his lordfhip {everal beauti=
ful children. |

His lord{hip, underall the tortures to which his
feelings have been expofed on this occafion, impref-
fed by the fondeft affections of a parent to his off-
{pring, the tender pledges of a once happy union
with the woman he loved, had great unwillingnefs
to bring forward this matter ; but prompted by a
{fenfe of injury to the honour of his family, to the
happinefs of a hufband and a father, he furmounted
all obftacles of private reluctance, and refolved to
appeal to the laws of his country for redrels. |

Lapy WEsTMEATH was very young, and a lady
of great vivacity and engaging manners, and from

- B 2 e
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her fituation in life, had very great intercourfe with
all the young people of fafthion.and gaiety, an inter-
courfe, which 1f not perverted to vicious purpofes,
might have been highly honourable to herfelf in the
difplay of thofe accomplifhments, and tran{cendant
virtues which fhould ever fhed a luftre round the
character of the female fex in her ladyfhip’s exalted
iphere, but to which, unfortunately, this lady feemed
wholly infenfible. - -4

In the courfe of this fathionable round of con-
nexions, her ladythip became acquainted with the
Ho~. Avcustus CavenpisH BrRapsHaw : honour-
able, he muft {ay, only on account of his rank, for
his conduét in this refpect feemed the very re-
verfe of what that titular epithet fhould i1mport,
Mr. Brapsuaw, though the younger fon of a moft
refpectable family, pofiefics a very ample fortune of
his own, which added to the peculiar advantages of
his perfon, might have entitled him to admiration
amongft the other fex, and high refpectability and
efteem amongft his own, had they not been pervert-
ed. This gentleman was admitted on a footing of
mtimacy and friendly intercourfe with:the family

of the noble EarL, he was on terms of ‘the moft

_intimate familiarity with Lorp WestMEATH, and
a frequent gueft at his table—Dbut. how far he had
regard to the facred laws of friendfhip and hofpitali-
ty, would beft appear from the fequel.

The avocations of Lord Weftmeath called his
Lordfhip to another kingdom, whither he was ac-
companied by his lady. The intimacy of Mr,
Brapsuaw with the family {till continued, and at
length it was whifpered about, that attentions of a
very indifcreet kind had been obferved from Mr,
Bradfhaw to Lady Wefimeath.

. Unfortunately in cafes of this kind, the whifpers

of fcandal generally come laft to the ear of the per-
| 4 fon
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fon moft interefted, for the hufband is generally the
Jaft man acquainted with the wife’s difhonour, and
fo it was with Lord Weftmeath. Loving his lady as
he tenderly did—alive to all the feelings of honour,
on her account as well as his own—and {tung to the
foul at the confident and as fince appears but too well
juftified reports of her infidelity, his bofom was con-
vulfed in the conflict between love for the woman,
and regard for the honour of his children and
family.

About this time the militia law being eftablifthed
in this country, Lord WEsTMEATH onaccount of his
rank and influence in this kingdom, and elpecially
in that part of the country where he refided, was
appointed by the Lord Lieutenant to a very high
command in the militia corps, and was neceflarily
called home to take the command of his regiment,
His lady was left in London at his lordfhip’s houfe.
Notwithftanding the confident rumours which were
in circulation as to an'improper and indeed crimi-
nal intercourfe which f{ubfifted between her ladya
fhip and the defendant in this cafe, his lordfhip
was ftill willing to think thofe rumours untrue.
About this time an anonymous letter was inter-

cepted, containing f{uch palpable grounds of fuf-
picion as reduced his lordfhip to the painful tafk of
examining his wife’s criminality. |

At firft a woman may conceal her difpofition toa
lafcivious and wanton turn, efpecially in fuch a place
as London, even from the moft obfervant eye, and
certainly any man of the rank and fortune of Mr.
Bradfhaw who fixed his defires upon a lady of great
levity, had {fo many. opportunities of taking apart-
ments in different places as might enable him and
his paramour to conceal their criminal intercourfe
a confiderable time. Female fervants who are moft

about the perfon and apartments of a lady, and
who
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who are prone to make the moft acute remarks on
what they fee, are beft capacitated to bring home
conviction in cafes-of this fort; witnelles of this
kind would be produced; who being alfo witnefies
of the conduct of the plaintiff towards his lady,
would be material evidence of the fact for the de-

cifion of the jury.
Mr. Bradthaw from being well acquainted with

the labyrinths of the town, and all its fcenes of
pleafure and fathionable diffipation, poflefling an
ample fortune, and being a gentleman of ftrong
_perfonal attractions, and well knowing the weak-
nefles of the fex, had certainly very great opportu=
nities of exerting his affiduities towards a lady In
whofe family he was on fo intimate a footing, fo as
to make very great impreflions upon her prudence
and chaftity ; fuch had unfortunately been his fuc-
cefs with Lady Weftmeath. It would appear in
evidence that fo abforbed was the lady in this cri-
minal paffion—fo loft to all fenfe of her own honour
and rank, and to the decorum of her {ex, as to {hew
no folicitude for concealing: her fhame and dil-
honour, even from her own fervants. It would ap-
pear that fhe conftantly and moft unguardedly re-
ceived the vifits of Mr. Bradfhaw alone in her drefs-
ing room; that fhe entcrtained him tére-a-téte at
dinners and fuppers; that they ftaid together till
moft unfeafonable hours of the night ; that when-
ever he came there, no other vifitor was received,
and that the fervants had diretions to deny her
ladyfhip to all others ; that on thofe occafions fhe
was always habited in loofe attire, and wore every

mark of abandoned lafcivioufnefs.

1.ord Weftmeath, upon mature enquiry, had the
mortification to find that this infamous bufinels had
gone on much longer than was at firfl’ imagined,’

and that his abandoned lady had acted towards Mr.
Bradihaw
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. Bradfhaw rather in the charalter of a proftitute to
her keeper, than as Lady Weftmeath ; that, loft ina
libidinous connexion, to all {fenfe of honour, or even
female modefty, the had expofed her intrigues o
the obfervation not only of her women fervants, bi:
even - to that of her coachman who drove her with o
paramour, and who was actually a witnels of hes
adultery 1n that very carriage -which was purchafed
by her injured lord for her comfort and the {upport
of her rank and dignity, and which fhe'thus pollu-
ted to the criminal purpofes of her own prefltitution.
It would appear in evidence, that when fhe had
been driven from her own door in this carriage, un-
der a pretence of going to vifit her friends, that in-
ftead: of going to thofe friends, the has ordered her
coachman to drive with the blinds up, to a remote
part of the country, with Mr. Bradfhaw, whom fhe
took into her carriage on the way. Thefe fa¢ts with
a number of others more {candalous if pofiible,
would come out in evidence, and to that evidence
he would rather refer the gentlemen of the jury than
by anticipating the detail—f{eem to aggravate a
cafe which of it{elf was but too ftrong, and which
he was confident muft have that weight with refpec-
table men bound upon their oaths to give an impar-
tial verdict, and {fuch an one, as while it made /fome
rcparation to the wounded feelings of his noble
client, (for no fum of damages however great would
make adequate atonement) would at the fame time
hold out an example for the deterrance of fimilar
crimes—and make fome fatistaction to the violated
laws of fociety. -

‘He had heard it whifpered fince he came into
court, that this a¢tion was not a {erious one, and
that 1t was not the object of his noble client to
amerce the defendant in very confiderable damages;
but this 1nfinuation he declared was utterly falfe and

e unfounded.
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unfounded. Would it be believed that the noble
carl who fued in this cafe, was fo gnfenfible to his
own honour, or to the folemnity of a court of high
judicature as to play with a fubject of this fort, or to
bring forward a trial fo materially interefting to the
honour of his family, himfelf, and his children, as
a mere matter of form ? Would it be believed that
any man of profeflion, who held any regard for his
own character or intereft, would come forward, as
privy to fuch a pretended trial, and con{pire to im-
pofe on a court and jury? The thing was too ab-
furd and ridiculous to be believed for a moment.
The noble Lord had too great a regard for the dig-
nity of his own rank, to harbour fo mean an inten-
tion. The damages in this cafe were laid only at
twenty thoufand pounds, a {um, which, confidering
the rank of the parties, the irreparable injury fuf-
tained by his client on whofe domeftic happinefs an
incureable wound was infli¢ted, and the afluent for-
tune of the defendant, was by no means adequate to
the offence. ~But to the feelings of the Jury, upon
the juftice of the cafe he would fubmit the evidence,
not doubting that their candour and impartiality
would vindicate the confidence which the conftitu-
tion and their country this day repofed, in the im«
portant duty committed to them. '

In the detail of the evidence, we bave bere avoided the
tedious flatement of interrogatories—but given the words
of the wilnefles, as they came out in anfwer 1o the

queftons of Council.

The
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The Rev. GEORGE LAMBERT fworn and ex-
amined by Mr. Smith, fays, “ he knows the Earl
¢« and Countefs of Wellmeath, for he married them
“ by fpecial licence, and has had frequent opportu-
“ nities of knowing on what terms they hved fince
¢ their marriage, from having been much in the
¢¢ habit of vifiting the family for fix years.—~They
¢ lived apparently on terms of the utmoft harmo-
¢« ny. The prerogative licence was dated the 26th
¢ April, 1784, and he married them next day ; he
¢ can venture to fay with the greateft fafety, from
“¢ his intimacy with Lord and Lady Weftmeath, that
¢« they lived in the greatelt harmony and comfort
«“ for fix years. He rather thinks it was more than
¢ fix years, while he was in the habit of viliting the
« family. He never had any opportunity of {eeing
« J.ord Weltmeath treat his Lady with the fhightelt
“ degree of indifference, but always with the very
““ reverfe, The fortune of Lady Weftmeath was
¢ not fuch, in his mind, as to form any caufe of
¢s attachment for Lord Weftmeath, in the match.
¢ Pure love and affeétion, were, in hifopinton, his
¢« Lordfhip’s only motives, and in this opinion he
“ s founded upon the frequent declarations of
¢ Lord Weftmeath to him.”

Here clofed the direét examination of Mr. Lam-
bert.

He was crofs-examined by Counfellor Curran,

And faid Lord Wellmeath and his Lady were
married about twelve years. He would not be un-
derftood to infinuate that in faying they lived happi-
ly and cordially together for fix years, he meant to
make any diftin&ion between the former fix years
and the latter. He never faw any difference—but
his opportunities of v:ﬁtmg Lord Weftmeath’s fa-

C mily
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mily were not fo frequent in the latter fix years, as
he refided principally in the country. He declares
he never knew of ‘any altercation between Lord and
Lady Weftmeath on the fubjeét of infidelity. He
can’t take upon him to {wear for Lord Weltmeath,
that he had no {ufpicions upon the fubject, or that
he had no altercations upon it with his Lady. ke
could only {wear for himfelf that he never knew of
their having {uch an altercation.

Being afked by virtue of his oath, if Lord and
Lady Weftmeathdid not live feparate after the reports
of infidelity had gained ground? He faid he be-
lieves that Lady Weftmeath lived in London, and
Lord Welimeath in Ireland. He fuppefes this {epa-
rate reflldence, after the report, lafted for fix or eight
months, but he knew of no caufe of feparation ex-
cept the bufinels of the militia. He admits Lord
Weftmeath was a man of a gay--focial and convivial
turn, and a good. deal in the fociety of gentlemen.
He believes his lady was fond allo of—gay company,
and what is called the high fafhionable circles,
which are confidered companies of rank in this
kingdom. Hedid not hear that any of thofe ladies
were Methodifts—nor that there were any Swad-
lers among them—he can’t fay whether the ob-
jects of Lord Wefltmeath, and Lady Weltmeath
were very different things. He can’t anfwer for
what happened in London—but {uppoles Lord Weft-
meath did keep a houfe in London—he does not
know what might have happened with refpett to
L.ady Weltmeath’s private affairs—thank Gob he
Knows nothing of that {ort.

Q. Now Mr. Lambert do you take upon you to
fwear that ferioufly ? (A loud laugh 1n court.)

A. 1 mean as to connexions of a criminal kind.

He fays Lady Weftmeath has two children—they
are both boys—but no female chiid—-he can’t tell

| ' ~ what
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what property Lord Weftmeath had, but always

underftood it was a very large one.

MARY CUTTLE {worn and examined by Coun-
{fellor Saurin—Says fhe knows the Earl of Weft-
meath, and the Hon. Auguftus Cavendifh Brad-
ﬂlaw---fhe knows allo the Countels of Weltmeath---
fhe came acquainted with the family in Augult,
1794—1ihe went into their fervice as houfe-maid at
their houle, 1n Baker-ftreet, Portman-fquare, Lon-
don. When the went firlt into the fervice, Lord
Weftmeath was in London, and his Lordfhip and
his lady living together—rfhe recollects Lord Welt-
meath continued there until the month of May fol-
lowing. Witnefs was only once 1n the fervice.—
She recolleéts Mr. Bradfhaw at the houfe of Lord
and Lady Weftmeath—She faw him after this in
I.ord Wellmeath’s abfence—~She recollects he ufu-
ally came there in the morning—at other times he
came there to dinner. On hlS coming in the morn -
ing he always ufed to fee LLady Weftmeath---She ne-
ver knew any inftance of her bemg denied to him--<
he ufed always to come alone---and her ladyfhip re- -
ceived him when fhe was alone---She ufed,generally
to recetve him 1n the drawing-room, and often In
her dremng*room. When he dined there, he ufed
to {tay ’till paft twelve at night, and no other compa-
ny there.---His ufual flay in the morning was an
hour---fometimes fhorter---fometimes he came to
breakfait.

Q. (by the Court.) Was an; other company re-

ceived by L.ady Wellmeath at thefe times?

A. No.

Q. Did you hear of any inftruthion given as to

other company ?

A. No. |
She remembers there was a couch in the drawing-
&2 YOO M~
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yoom- and a fopha in the drefling-room. She has
fiequently {een-—-after Mr. Bradfhaw has left the
room---appearances of the {opha beingin much dif-
order, with marks of hair powder and dirt of fhoes
wpon tt, asif fome perfon had been lying on 1t~e-
She has frequently oblerved thofe appearances on
the fopha after Mr. Bradfhaw left the room, when,
before he came there, thefopha was clean and
order—and it appeared thus difordered at his going
away---She has often feen both the couch in the
drawing-room and the fopha in the drefling-room
in this way. No other gentleman ufed to vifit Lady
Wefltmeath. Witnels was at firft houfe-maid in the
family, and afterwards became children’s maid. She
never remembers any inftance of being called to her
lady with the child while Mr. Bradfhaw was there---
nor having had any direCtions on the fubject—She
recolle&ls frequent inflances of Lady Weltmeath’s
~ having flept from home---She does not know where
her ladyfhip flept on thofeoccafions---Her ladyfhip
ufually came home about the middle of the following
day. OShe never remembers any inftance of her la-
- dythip having been attended by any of her own fer-
vants on thofe occafions, but once by a footman
named Robert, who now lives with her ladyfhip in
London. Witnefs does not know that this Robert
lms any wife in the family. Witnels does not know
whether Mr. Bradlhaw was in London on thofe days-
or not. She does not recolleét to have feen Mr.
Bradfhaw on any of thofe days. Her ladythip gene-
rally took her night clothes with her, and faid fhe
was going to the country. Lady Mazarene once
came home with her ladyfhip, on the following day,
and but once.

Witnels remembers her going to Tunbridge-
wells, with her ladythip’ and Mr. Brapsuaw,
While there, Mr. Brapsuaw often dined with her
ladyfhip, and {taid as long as he ufed to do at her

houle



t %)
houle in Baker-fireet, London. Lapy Wiesrt-

MEATH changed her lodgmgs three different times
while at Tunbridge-wells, and on thofe occafions
fhe went to the new lodgings, a night before the
fervants came there, and they ufually followed her
the next day. She remembers they have {uch ufe-

ful and convenient articles of furniture as couches -.

and fophas at Tunbridge-wells, as well as at Lon-
don, but does not recollet going into her lady’s
-room after Mr. BRaDpsuAw went away, as it was
not her bufinefs. Herladythip and Mr. Brapsuaw
were almoft daily together at Tunbridge.

The witnefs knows a man named Crawford, hul
band to Lapy WEsTMEATH's waiting woman, and

fhe remembers when in Baker-ftreet, going up
ftairs one night, fhe {aw a candle alight in the hall,
and was going to put it out, but was prevented by
one of the footmen, who locked the hall door and
~left the candle burning. Shortly afterwards, Mr.
Brapsaaw rapped at the door, and was let in by

the footman, and went up Rairs foftly to Lapv
WestMEATH's drefling room, then the footman
+ locked the hall door and put out the candle. The

footman’s name 1s James Doyle ; he was brother to

her ladyfhip’s own maid. She remembers after her
returning from Tunbridge to Baker-ftreet, LDy

WEsSTMEATH'S going to the play, but does not re-
collect her (leeping out:

Here ended the diret examination of this wztncfs.
Crofs ¢ xamined by Counfellor M<Cartne 52

Witnels fays Lorp Westmearn lived with his
lady in London, and witnefs never lived as houfe-
maid in any other family ; fhe has lived fervant in
other families, and has feen fophas there, they are
a uleful kind Of furniture, and no drawmf room in

genteel houlfes is WIthout them——but fhe ncver {aw
2 lopha

-
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a fopha in any lady’s drefling-room, fave that of
Lapy WestMeaTH. The lady’s maid woye pow-
der, and the footmen wore powder—but it was al-
ways after LaApy WgstmeaTH and Mr. BRADSHAW
being in the drefling-room or drawing-room that
fhe faw the marks of powder and dirt on the couch
and {opha and thofe marks could be made there
by no body elle (he could not {ay they lay on the
fopha, becaufe fhe did not aftually {ee them. She
was in the houle when lord Weltmeath lived 1n
London, and gentlemen and ladies both vifited there,
—but fhe faw very few company vifit the houle—
Laady Mazarene and the Countefs du Paye uled to
come there—Mr. Bradlhaw’s vifits were very fre-
quent, but fhe never faw him there while Lord
Weftmeath was there~—fhe never did hear any di-
reCtions given to the fervants not to admit any other

perfon but Mr. Brad{haw.

MARY DUNN f{worn, and examined by Coun-
fellor Ball, fays, fhe lived near four years in the fer-
- vice of lady Weftmeath as nurfe—fhe went to her
ladythip on the 4th of November, but can’t remem-
ber the date of the year—it was three years laft No-
vember—it was previous to lady Weltmeath's go-
ing to England. Witnels did not go with her la-
dythip to England—but followed her ladyfhip in
the September of the year following, aud took the
child there. Lady Welftmeath then lived in her
mother’s houfe in St. James’s-Place. Lord Well-
meath was in London, and went away to Ireland, -
Mr. Bradfhaw ufed to come to St. James’s-Place fre-
quently—aund uled to dine there when no other la-
dy was in the houfe, nor any perfon but the {ervants.
- They always dined together and alone~—he fome-
times ftaid fupper, and fometimes not—he was ufu-
ally received in the drawing-room—it was furnifh-
¢d in the ufual way. She has heard that the couch

% was
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was at times diforderly when they were there, but did
not fee it. Lady Weltmeath defired the witnefs ne-
ver to bring up the child when Mr. Bradfhaw was
there, unlefs called for~——and when fhe wifhed to
have the child, fhe ufually fent a favourite fervant,
who was more in confidence, for it, and would not
have the nurfe called into the room. Witnels has
known Lady Weftmeath to {leep out {everal nights.
She one nighttook one of her fervants out with her,
but never came home attended by any of the fer
vants ; and ufually walked home.

The dire& examination of this witnels ended
here, and the defendant’s council went into no crofs
examination.

ELIZABETH LEEKES {worn and examined by
Counfellor Plunket, fays fhe knows lord and lady
Weftmeath, and lived in their {ervice, in their houfe,
at Baker-fireet, Portman-{quare, London, feven
months, as her ladyfhip’s own woman. Has fre-
quently {een Mr. Bradfhaw there fhe recolletts
lady Welimeath having {lept feveral times from her
own houle while lord Weltmeath was abfent. Mr.
Bradfthaw was in London at the time.—Her lady-
fhip ufually went from home 1n his company on
thofe evenings when fhe flept from home {ome-
times on foot——{ometimes: it his G/gg or Curricle—
fhe always called for her night clothes upon thefe
occafions, and took them with her in the Curricle
with Mr. Bradfhaw.—She ufually came home the
next day about twelve—{ometimes alone, and fome-
times a lady with her. The witnefs has obferved
fomething particular in her ladyfhip’s appearance on
thole days when Mr, Bradfhaw came there——fhe
3 g | ufually
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ulually wore * a Joofe drefs—ifhe never faw any thing
elfe very particular in her ladythip’s appearance at
thofe times, except when Mr. Bradfhaw had been
there for fome time a confufed appearance, and
her drefs all rumpled. Her ladyihip ufed to receive
him in the drawing-room—on thofe occafions
when Mr. Bradthaw went away, the witnefs ufed
to obferve the couch all powdered and touzled, Wit-
nefs was with ‘her ladythip at Tunbridge-Wells,
and faw Mr. Bradthaw there. He ufed to dine with
her ladyfhip, and fometimes ftay till two o’clock in
the morning. The witnefs once {aw Mr. Bradfhaw
take fome very extraordinary liberties with her lady-
dyfhip——fhe faw him thruft his hand into her lady-
fhip’s BOSOM, and ................... ... keep it there
a confiderable time. Lady Weftmeath was in her
Sfitting room, and the witnels in the next room, with
the door open her ladyfhip fhewed no kind of
refentment. .

The witnefs remembers—that while fhe lived in
her ladythip’s fervice, lord Weltmeath was for fome
¢ime in London. His lordfhip was at one time ill,
confined to his bed, and during that illnefs—her la-
dythip went one night to a mafquerade unknown to
his lordfthip. Her ladyfhip was on that night to
have gone to a private party of which his lordthip
knew, and accordingly drelled for that party, and
took leave of his lordfhip when going out but
privately fent her mafquerade drefs to the houfe of
a Mi/s Brace, an eminent milliner and drefs-mak-

\

* The prefent, fafhionable bodylefs gown, which is the rage
with all the fathion-aping females of the day. It had its origin
in the higher Cyprian circles—and 1s admitted to be the moft
 eanvement garb ever invented for the ready accommodation of vo-
taries to the Cytherean Goddefs.—7 out jour pret,

9 §
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er in St. James’s-ftreet when her ladyfhip was
dreffled and malked a fingle gentleman called for
her there in his carriage. She does not lwear
whofe the carriage was nor who the gentleman in
the carriage was——becaufe he was maﬂ{ed but it
appeared to her from the liveries and appearancc
all together to be Mr. Bradfhaw’s.

Mifs Brace very ﬁlongly obje&ed to her lady-
fhip’s going into the carriage with the gentleman
from her door and a chair was called, 1n which
her ladythip went from Mils Brace’ s——but the wit-
nefls afterwards faw the chair ftop, and the carriage
alfo—and her ladyfhip go out of the chair into the
carriage with the gentleman. Her ladyfhip ftaid
at the malquerade till four 1 the morning, when
fhe came home in a coach—did not rap at the hall
door., but came down the area ftairs, and undrefled

herlelf in the witnels’s fitting-room—nher ladyfhlp
then put on the drefls in which fhe had gone out,

and which thé witnels, by her ladyfhip’s dire@ions
brought from Mifs Brace’s. - This room was not
her ladyfhip’s ufual place of drefling, or undrefling,
Her ladyfhip then went up to his lordthip’s room,
and went to bed. Lord Weltmeath was never told
of this—=it was at this time a {ecret tranfaftion. Her
ladyfhip’s putting on the firft drefs, and afterwards

changing her malquerade drefls for it—was to pre-
vent his lord{hip from difcovering fhe was to be at

a mafquerade.

The witnefs, after lord Weftmeath went to Ire-
land, has often known lady Weftmeath to be deni-
ed to all other vifitants but Mr. Bradfhaw, by her
own dire&tions. She knows Crawford and his wife
who was her ladyfhip’s woman. She fays, lord
- Weltmeath always conduéted himfelf to his lady as
a tender and affeétionate hufband.

Here ended the direét examination of this wit-

els.
Iy Crafs




&

Crofs examined by Counfellor Wynn.

She fays, lord and lady Weftmeath ufualiy {lept
up two pair of {tairs.—After the had lived there a
ihort time lord Weftmeath came over to Ireland ;
the witnefs does not know why. She knows f{everal
ladies who vifited lady Weltmeath while in Lon-
don—Dbut can’t remember all their names—amongft
the number were lLady Elizabeth Luttrell—-Ma-
- dame de Conyer, the duchefs Du Paye.—Upon her
oath {he never knew her lady to keep company with
any ladies or women of known bad character.
Lord and Lady Weftmeath did not fleep together—
in the fame bed—but on two {mall beds in the fame
room, quite clofe to each other. She can fwear po-
fitively Lord Weftmeath did not know any thing of
Lady Weftmeath’s going to the mafquerade—though
- they lay that night, from the time her ladyihip came
home, in the fame room. His lordisip knew fhe
went to a party, and {faw her go out drefled for that
party, but her ladyihip defired the witnefs to meet
her at Mifs Brace’s with her mafquerade drefs—
where fhe took off the drefs in which his lordihip
{faw her—and drefled for the malquerade, and when
{he came home, fhe drefled herfelf again 1n the
{fame cloaths his lordfhip faw on her before . fhe
went out, and went up {tairs to bed.

JOHN DUGGAN, fworn and examined by the
Solicitor General—faid he knows Lord and Lady
Weftmeath, and was in their {fervice as coachman,
about three years. He knows the Hon. Auguftus
Cavendifh Brad{bhaw. He remembers driving Lady
Weltmeath about the outlets of Dublin—and {fome-
times he met Mr. Bradihaw, who was taken into

the coach to her ladyfhip. He ufually met him on
tha
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- the Circular Road on horfeback—and he gave his
horfe to his fervant, and went into the coach—they
ufually put the blinds of the coach at the fide doors
up—and the filk curtains in front half way down.
He remembers one day in particular driving the
coach on the North Road, beyond Drumcondra
Turnpike—when Lady Weftmeath and Mr. Brad-
fhaw were in it—and the footman behind the coach
making figns to him not to drive fo faft, or fo far—
he turned about to fpeak to the footman—and in
turning he faw through the window—her ladyfhip’s
naked th s her body feemed to be refied on the
hinder feat of the coach, and her legs on the for-
ward feat. He could not fee Mr. Brad{haw at this
time, the filk curtain was half way down the glafs.
There were feveral perfons pafling and repafling at
the time, both on foot and horfeback—and he could
have no doubt whatever of the bufinefs they were
about in the carriage.
Here his direct examination ended.

Crofs examination by Counfellor Curran.

Q. Where did this happen you fay ?
A. It was upon the north road, beyond Drum-
condra Turnpike.

Q. There were two windows you fay, one on
each fide of the carriage? |

A. Yes, fir. |

Q. And feveral perfons pafling and re-pafling ?

A. There was, fir.

Q. Were the fide windows open ¢

A. No. The blinds were up, as I {aid before.

Q. Then the window niext you was not entirely
clofed ?

A. The filk cortain was hanging half way down.
I could fee through the lower part of the glafs.

D 2 Q. 1
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Q. I fuppofe the window was left {o, for the be-

nefit of the profpect, and your accomodation.—
Pray, did not you hear a bell ring, to give notice
that the thow was juft going to begin—eh?

A. No, 1n troth, fir, I did not.

Q. Are you fure they were Lady Weftmeath’s
th——s you faw ? Had you any particular mark ?

A. To be fure I am; the Devil a mark I had.
- Q. Do you think rdow you fhould know them
again if you met them in the ftreet ?

A. Upon my foul, fir, I don’t know whether I
would or not—if 1 {faw them mixed among others.

Q. So the footman was ftanding behind the car-
riage, and you were fitting on your box before the
carriage, and though your back was to him, you
iaw him making figns to you. Was not that the
way ? -
A. No, fir. He was throwing fome {mall peb-
bles at me, and I then turned about to know what
he wanted, and faw what was doing 1n the carriage.

Q. Then I {uppofe when you and the footman
went out with the carriage, he carried pebbles 1n
his pocket, to make fignals to you ?

A. No, fir, I don’t think he did.
- Q. Then I {hould be glad to know how he came
to pick up théfe pebbles as he was up behind the
carriage ! |

A. The day was cold, fir, and he went down to
walk and warm himfelf, and I fuppoie he picked up
the pebbles upon the road then. |

Q. And you take upon you to {wear all this,—
pray did you fee Mr."Bradfhaw all this time ¢

A. No, fir, I could not {fee him.

Q. Then he was not throwing pebbles to make
fignals for you to fee what was going forward ?

A. 'Pon my foul, fir, I don’t know what pcb-
: | bles
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bles he was throwing. I could not fee him at the
fime.

Q. What time of the day do you fay it was?

A. It was betune (between) twelve and one
o’clock. e |

Q. Do you recollet the day of the month?

A. No 1n troth, fir; I can’t fay 1 do. 1t was °
one of the days when we ufed to take thofe zowers
(tours). ‘

Q. And you had only one footman to aflilt you
in taking thofe fowers—pray where were the fowers
fituated ? ' '

A. We ufed fometimes to take the North road,
and fometimes the Circular road.

Q. This is the firft time I knew that a r0ad was
a tower. And lo, fellow, this 1s all you know of the
matter? |

Y es o

Go down.

WALTER KENNEDY {worn, and examined
by Mr. Solicitor General ;—{ays he lived in the fer-
vice of Lord Weftmeath, as coachman, feveral
years ; that he has feveral times feen Mr. Brad-
fhaw during the time—and faw him go into
Lady Weltmeath’s carriage when the witnefs had
been driving her ladyfhip out alone to take the air.
Mr. Bradthaw did not go in the coach from his
mafter’s door, but met the coach at the out-lets, on
horfeback, and giving his horfe to his fervant,
went into the coach. This frequently happened —
and he remembers once having {een fomething very
particular to have occurred in confequence of on®
of thofe meetings. It was one evening between
day and dark, as he was driving the carriage on the
Circular road, near the Cabragh turnpike—and
when Mr. Brad(haw met the coach as ufual, and

| went
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went into it with Lady Weftmeath. The witnefs
drove up Cabragh road j—the fide blinds were up,
but through the front glafs, he faw Lady Wefi-

~ meath, with her th s naked—her clothes being
up—and Mr, Bradfhaw, with ——————
and |

{o as to leave the matter beyond all doubt. The fi/k

curtain® was not down, fo as to prevent the witnefs

feeing—and he 1s pofitive he could not be miftaken.
Here ended the direct evidence of this witnefs.

Crofs examined by Counfellor M’ Cartney.

The witnefs fays, he faw this fcene from the
coach-box, through the front glafles—he could not
fee Lady Weftmeath’s face. He never knew of any
falling out between Lord and Lady Weftmeath. This
tranfaction happened in the year 1792. He knew
feveral ladies who vifited Lady Weftmeath, but can-
not particularly recollect their names.— Lady Calur,
her fifter was one.—He never knew of Lady Welt-
meath’s affociating with any lady of bad character,
to his knowledge. | |

Here the evidence clofed on behalf of the noble
plaintiff. |

The defendant’s council called no witnefs,

Counfellor Curran, on behalf of the Hon. Mr,
Bradfhaw, his client, addrefled the jury, with his
ufual and brilliant ability, in a fpeech of confider-

}=

* Though the parties did not think proper to drop the curtain
upon this catafirsphe—decency requires thatin detailing the evi-
dence, the filent but fignificant text of Trifiram Shandy, thould
fupply the place of words, equally unfit, with the fcene itfelf,
to meet the public eye.

able
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able length and ingenuity, through which we fhail
only attempt to follow him in his principal points,
for indeed it was {carcely poflible, in the buftle and
preflure of an extremely crouded court, to follow
the rapid and argumentative eloquence of that able
orator, with ftrictly accurate notes. -

He faid, that he was taught to expect from the
ftirong and pathetic pi¢ture drawn by the learned
Solicitor General, in ftating this cale to the jury,
that fome proofs would be adduced to eftablith what
{eemed {o material, to the founding of any claim for
damages in this cafe agamnft his client. He was
taught by that ftatement, to expect, that a body of
 evidence would be brought forward, to prove to
the jury that his client had been guilty of an enor-
mous breach of friendihip, of honour, of hofpita-
lity towards the family of the noble Earl, who
was the plaintiff in this cafe. He was taught to
expet, that firong and irrefragable proofs waould
be adduced, to fhew that much of intimacy and
confidence had exifted between his client and the
noble Karl, and that much of both had been vio-
lated and betrayed. ke was taught to expe it
would be {hewn, that the noble Earl was a man,
whofe fole happinefs lay in the fidelity of his wife,
and that by the lofs of that, through the confum-
mate artifices of an arch feducer, in his client, the
happinefs of the nobleLord was irreparably loft for
ever. He was taught to expect, fome proof beyond
doubt, that his client had made a bafe ule of an
intimacy with the noble Earl, to practife upon the
innocent, inexperienced and unwary mind of his
lady, and to avail himfelf of the corruption of her
morality and honour, in fome unguarded moment,
by triumphing over her chaltity, the ineftimable
jewel of her rank and fex. He did expeét, and fo
im prefumed muft the gentlemen of the jury eXPeh,&,

4 h
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that proof would be adduced to thew, that his client
was a2 man hackneyed in the trade of feduction, and
hardened in the depravity of experienced years;
and that Lady Weftmeath, was an innocent, virtu-
ous, inexperienced, unfufpecting girl, in her teens,
ignorant of the world, and unguarded againit the
fnares, which a wicked, hardened and expe-
rienced feducer might caft in her way. But did
any fuch point whatever appear in the evidence
brought forward this day ? No fuch thing. No
acquaintance ‘amounting to what would be called
intimacy, wmuch lefs, confidential friend/bip had been
proved to have exifted between his client and the
noble I.ord ; no arts or {tratagems of {feduction
appeared to have been practifed on the part of his
client towards the lady : and unlefs thofe points,
upon which the whole {trefs of the claim of damages
feemed to be refted, were fully and {ubftantially
proved, he trufted, that a jury of twelve rational
and refpectable men, would not fuffer themfelves
to be cajoled, upon the mere reprefentations of
council, unfupperted by evidence ; would not fuffer
themfelves to be fwadd/ed into a verdict of damages
unfounded upon any juz/Z claim, even {fuppoling the
facls in evidence to be all true. _
The jury would take into their confideration,
that, {uppofe the whole of the charges adduced this
day againft his client, were falfe, how was 1t pofiible
for Mr. Bradfhaw to contradit the evidence, how-
ever innocent he may be of the facts. The charges
were made againft him by the {ervants who were in
Lord Weftmeath’s employment and about his lady’s
perfon ; they might be actuated by motives of ma-
lice or the hope of a reward; they might have
abufed the mind of Lord Weftmeath himfelf; and
how was Mr. Bradfhaw under {uch general charges,

without any date fpecified, to be able to*brifig his-
recollection
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recollection to proofs in his defence, more efpecially
from thofe {cenes in England, where the very pri-
vacy fworn to by the witnefles, bafiles any poflibility
of evidence on the part of his client, to difprove
their charges. | |

The fum of damages in fuch a cafe as the pre-
fent, could only be afcertained by the indubitable
proof of the falts charged, and the degree of
the guilt attendant on thofe facts. The jury
would, therefore, weigh well the circumftances of
-the evidence, and the kind of witnefles who gave it,
before they would fuffer themfelves to<be cajoled,
~or fwaddled into a verdict, which would be the very
reverfe of that juftice which, in the prefent cafe,
they were {worn to render impartially between party
and party ; he did not wilh to treat with jefling
levity a fubject of fo ferious a nature as the prefent ; |
but really the charge of a young man, {carcely
more than one or two and twenty, feducing the /n7g-
cent, unfufpecting, inexperienced mind of a lady, who
had been twelve years married, and practiced in all
the gaieties of the fathionable world, wasalmoft too
ludicrous to be ferioufly attended to.

The witnefles who appeared this day, werefervants
who had been employed about the Jady’s perfon, and
as they would be the fronge/? proof of the facts ftated,
in cafe they fwore true, fo were they, from their
fituation and circumfitances, moft likely to become
the objects of fuborndtion. The hopes of reward,
of future patronage and protection, on the one
hand, and the impoflibility of deteftion on the
other, were to perfons in that rank of life, firong
indacements indeed, to {wear any thiog that fhould
be ditated to them in fupport of {fuch a charge.

The learned folicitor in flating this cafe, had pic-
tured the Lady in the moft delicate traits—a perfon

egantly fathioned!—a mind highly educated ! —
' . Manners,
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Manners highly accomplithed I—delicacy moft re.
fined '—Sentiments moft pure and virtuous ! —but
how was this blu/hing portrait {uited to the origi-
nal? A Lady receiving male vifitors in her drefling
room ; dafbing from the play to the mafquerade un-
attended by her huiband, her friends, or even by
her own fervants ; fwaggering in a curricle through
the ftreets of London with a gallant ; and beating
all the rounds of fathionable folly, diflipation and
extravagance ! |

See what the evidence of my Lady’s waiting wo=
man fays, on the occafion.—She talks of her Lady’s
gallanting vifits—received in her drefling room—
with the privity of her menial fervant—She dee
{cribes the Lady, like another Mefalina, in loofe at-
tire—prepared for the embraces of her paramour:
{he fpeaks of fophas daubed with powder and fhee
dirt, the touzling of couches—the difcomfiture of
dreffes—and the rumpling of her Ladyfhip’s plu<
mage. But in his mind a female witnefs, who
could be up to feene painting of this kind, was not
exactly the kind of evidence that fhould meet the
¢redit of a Jury—and if this woman fhould have
{worn falfely, and Mr. Bradfhaw was not an actor
in any of thofe {cenes, yet how 1s he to difprove
it by evidence ? Lt

If Lady Weftmeath had fo much command of her
houfe—and fuch compleat dominion over her fer-
vants, while her Lord was 1n Ireland,.and could
-make fo fhameful an ufe of her fophas, and her
couches, in her own houfe,—what poflible neceflity
could there be for his client to bring the lady elfe
where, to take her from home 1n his curricle, fur-
nifhed with her night-cloaths, and keep her out all
night, unlefs it was—what no body could fuppofe
~with intent to raife evidence again{t himfelf, and

to give palpable foundation tor fuch an aétion as the
2 prefent,—

L™
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prefent.—The Jury would therefore take into their
confideration the whole of the evidence, and judge
of its probability.—And upon this ground he would
trouble them with another obfervation or two.
With refpect to the evidence of what was alledged
to have pafled in England, there was no pofitive
proof whatever to warrant a verdict which was to
impeach the morality, and affet the property of
his client.—Every young man of fathionable gaiety
would pique himfelf on gallant attentions to a fine
woman if the would permit them. The evidence,
fuch as it was, ftated nothing more than mere pre.
fumptive circumftances; but from /fuch proofs—
and fuch teftimony, a conicientious Jury could not,
he thought, feel their minds {o far convinced beyond
doubt, as to jultify to their own confciences—a ver-
di¢t againft the defendant.—And with refpect to
the facts alledged to have happened in Ireland how
did the probability ftand /—upon the teftimony of
two coachmen!—DBut every man who confidered
their aflertions for a moment, muft think it as im-
probable as it would be extraordinary, that a Lady
of herrank, whomight have commanded an hundred
places—and opportunities for fuch purpofes—would
have chofen to expofe her amours to the privity and
‘blackguarding {crutiny of her coachmen and foot-
men—and this too in ber own coach, upon the bigh
road,—n broad day, when fo many people were paffing
and repaffing.—He thought it a molt enormous im-
probability—that any woman of her rank would be
guilty of a fact {o bea/tly and {o fhamelefs :—it was
fcarcely to be believed of the moft libidinous profti-
~ tute—and therefore he trufted the Jury would be
extremely cautious indeed, before they believed
fuch affertions upon fuch kind of teftimony, on a
charge fo materially affecting the family, the fame
and the property of an individual——whofe only re-
| ' Pog o hance
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liance in this cafe, for juftice, was the found dif-
‘(]:rg*tion of an honelt, confcientious and difcerning

But if the Jury fhould differ with him as to the
probability ot the facts—the next thing to be confi-
dered was the quantum of damages which ought to
be demanded 1n fuch a cafe. He owned he did ex-
pect from the ftatement fet out by the learned {oli-
citor on cemmencement of this trial—that fome
evidence would bhe produced to prove the exiftence
of an intimacy or familar friendthip between his
client and the noble Earr who was plaintiff in this
cafe—or that fome extraordinary itratagems had
been ufed by his client to debauch the morals and
entrap the chaftity of an 1mnocent, virtuous, inex-
perienced young Lady—in order to juftify his
Lordfhip’s claim for damages ; but no fuch proof
appeared :—no violence to friendihip—to hofpitali-
ty had been even attempted to be proved againit his
client. Much had been faid of the wounds inflicted
on the feelings and domeftic happinels of the noble
EarrL.—Such indeed might be the plea of a man in
the humble indultrious walks of life—the inexperi-
enced innocence of whofe conjugal partner falling a
prey to the ftratagems of fome artful and practifed
feducer, might indeed be faid to deprive him of the
affections of the partner of his humble indufiry, the
fond attendant on his fick bed—the frugal compa-
nion of his thrifty but comfortable board, the friend
and mother of his rifing offspring-—and the object
of all his hope—all his affection and all his felicity,
—Such a man indeed might juftly complain of the
privation of all his comforts—and the moft incura-
ble wounds inflicted upon his earthly happinefs—
and fuch a man would come to a Jury of his coun-
try with the jufteft claims for reparation in damages
againft the wealthy and artutul {feducer. But déd
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the plaintiff in this cafe come forward with fuch
claims >—In the breafts of the great folks of the
prefent day—fafhionable manners—there was but
too much reafon to believe—had repreffed thofe
feelings upon fuch topicks—though they might in
the coarfe and vulgar teelings of men in humble life,
wear the greateft acumen. The lofs of comfort—
the privation of happinefs was by no means {o great
in fafhionable life; for there, the wife was not the
conftant partner of her hufband’s pleafures—or his
difcomfitures—nor the affectionate nurfe attendant
on his fick hed—nor his fond comforter in adver-
fity—nor the protector of his children when he
dies.—For in fafhionable life—di/fipation not com-
fort, is the object of both——and the man of rank has
his confolation in.another way for thefe infidelities,
which perhaps owe their origin to his own mifcon-
dué ;—in a thoufand ways which to the man in
humble life are denied.—"Tis to the pang of fuffer-
ing and not to the plumage of title that compenfa-
tion 1s due. The Jury therefore would not {uf-
fer themfelves to be bantered into an idea that a
great man was to have damages in a cale of this
{ort proportionate to his titular rank, without ad-
verting to the proportion which the injury bore to
his feelings——and the cauie of that injury to his own
conduct. :

Could it be fuppofed—that the tender feelings of
conjugal affection and domeftic comfort bear the
fame proportion—in humble and induitrious life—
and in thofe ranks of fafhionable diflipation—where,
while the hufband lavifhes his time and fortune—
at the club houfe the banquet, or the gaming table
| night after night,——the wife rolls her voiture

at midnight from £beatres to drums, tfrom drums to
routs, and from routs to mafquerades attended by
her cudgeled jfootmen and blazing flambeauy, and dafh-

ing




& B

ing through all the rounds of fathionable rakery,
from midnight till morning ?—In {uch a round
of modern high life, the idea of domeltic comfor*
and conjugal felicity Is mere arcadian fancy.
The learned Gentleman in painting the injuries {fuf
tained by his noble client on this ground—knew
very well he was painting from the {cenes of his
early reading, and not from his own obfervations on
- modern manners; and if fuch feelings under fuch

eircumflances were only to be found in the romance
of Sir Philip Sidney’s Arcadia, the damages in {uch
a cafe ought not to exceed the price of the book.

It was {tated that Lord Wefimeath’s feelings were
agonized and his pride irreparably hurt by lofing the
confolations and comforts of his Lady’s company and con-
verfation!-—-LorD WESTMEATH 1n Ireland---rolling
away with one equipage for months together, in all
the rounds of falhionable luxury and amufement, in
the enjoyments of the bottle---and the pageantry of
thecamp. And Lady We/lmeathin London fwaggering
away in anot her equipage in all therounds of fathion-
able diffipation and amufement---for months too---
And then poor Lord Weftmeath complains of the /g/s.
of comforts! in the privation of his Lady’s company
and converfation, not more than 300 miles from him,
by hisown choice, for eight months together!---The
1dea, was in fact, too ludicrous for the ferious reflec-
tion of a rational and difcerning jury.

One point however was moft important for their
confideration.---It was whether the plaintiff in this
cafe had takenthat care of the morals and the conduc?
of his wife which his authoerity, and his duty, as an
bufband, enabled and called on him to do? How did
the faét appear in evidence? Lord Weftmeath
comes over to Ireland, and leaving his wifein Lon-
don expofed to all thofe temptations which a round

~of gay life and fafhionable levity might be {uppol-
ed
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ed to prefent, with a fortune, an equipage, and an
houfe at her command, complete miftrefs of her
own conduct and propenfities !

How ftood the charge with refpect to his client
“in this cafe f What had appeared from the evidence
of the Clergyman? Lady Weitmeath, zof as the
learned Solicitor had painted her Lady{hip,an inno-
cent young female, inexperienced,and fuch as migh¢
be fuppofed unwary and unripe in the ways of the
world; but an experienced matron, twelve years
married, the mother of feveral children, and well
practifed in all the myfteries, modes, and diflipations
of the gay world. What was Mr. Bradfhaw ? not
an experienced rake, verfed in the arts of {feduction
by the vicious practice of years, but the younger
brother of a refpectable family, not many years
emerged from the controul of his fufor, and of an
age young enough almoft for the Lady to have been

his mother!
Was this the young Lady of innocence and inexperi=

ence, polifhed education, exalted [entiments, and refined
feelings, whom the learned Counfel had painted in
fuch glewing and angelic tints, with all the bloom of
the p/umb unbroken upon her cheek, and all the
bloffems of youthful innocence flowering and fourifbing
around her? Was the Lady a bird of that age
likely to be caught with the fort of chaff” which his
youthful client might be fuppofed to cait before her,
if her own 1nclinations had not led her to the decoy
without the neceflity of firatagem ?

Suppofe that on the part of his client, he wereto
admit the whole of the facts ftated in evidence, yet,
would not the jury, conlider the rank and the years
of the Lady, the utter improbability, that any ad-
vances of a crzminal kind would have proceeded from
a young Gentleman, who, from his years, muit be
{uppofed inexperienced in the diffipations of fathi-
e ' onable
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- onable life, as his client was ? and would not the jury
confider the uncontrouled freedom in ~which Lord
Welitmeath permitted his Lady to range through all
the rounds of fafhionable diflipation, expoied to all
thofe temptations that befet a woman of levity,
~abfent from her huiband, unchecked by the vigilance
of her friends, and prone to every indulgence in
pleafureand luxury which herrank and fortune could
fupply ? And would not a jury thus confidering,
cven if-they believed the facts, make a wide differ-
ence indeed between the imputed guilt of his client,
and that of a common feducer, who had triumphed
over the chaftity of an innocent and inexperienced
female? They muft furely confider-ais c/ient rather as
the party feduced, and in eftimating the damages, if
they fhould think any were juftly due, they would
apportion them to the feelings, and not to therank
of the plaintiff, they would confider how lightly
baggatelles and faux paux of this kKind were thought
- of 1n the circles of high life. They would confider
- how far his Lordfhip’sown conduct and negleét were
inftrumental to the injury of which he complained.
They would eftimate the uncontrouled 1influence of
modern fathionable manners upon the minds of high
rank, and find fuch a verdi&t as, upon due confide-
ration, became the good fenfe and confcientious juf-
tice of moral and difcerning men. -

Counfellor Saurin on behalf of the Plaintiff
faid, that confidering the ﬁrength of the Evi-
dence adduced on behalf of his Client, and the
irrefragable proofs upon which his cafe had
been {ubftantiated, he felt no neceflity to fay
any thing to the Jury, in refaly to what had fall-
en from the learned Counfel on the other fide ;
notwithftanding the eloquence and ingenuity
with which be had argued, on behalf of his Cli-
ent; he fhould therefore reft with the difcretio:f
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of the Court, for any obfervations upon the
Evidence, in this cafe, which might be deemed
neceflary for the direction of the Jury.

LORD CHIEF BARON YELVERTON then
addrefling the Jury, obferved that the prefent Cafe
was of fuch a nature as required very little exertion
indeed, on the part' of the Plaintiff’s Counfel, to
aggravate the injury proved in Evidence: a Cafe,
{o atrocious in all its circumftances, fo fraught
with the moft thameful and abandoned depravity ;
and fo violatory to every principle of decorum, of
virtue, of morality and of female modefty, as he
thanked GOD, was not to be matched by any
other example in this country, and but rarely, if
ever, 1n any other. '

The Jury had heard it infinuated by Counfel for
the Defendant, that, in injuries of this aggravated
nature, the compenfation due to the feelings of
men of rank was trivial, becaufe they had other
confolations in thofe enjoyments which from their
wealth and {ituation, they were enabled to obtain.
—What ! was it to be argued, that men of high
rank, of high honour, of {plendid fituation, had no
feelings to be wounded ! had no honour to be in-
jured ! had no domeftic comforts to be facrificed ?
good Heaven! If the ingenuity of an advocate,
bound, certainly to do the beft he could for his
client, was to {fuggeft fuch a doltrine, he trufted
that a Jury was not to be found fufliciently weak,
fufficiently ignorant, {ufhciently inconfiderate or
fufliciently depraved to adopt it: fuch a doctrine
would indeed have a tendency moft dangerous to
the morals and the happinefs of fociety ; it would
go to exclude perfons of high rank from the rights
as well as from the virtues of fociety ; it would
go to debar the injured party from all reparation

for the grofleft wrongs which a man -of honour
I could
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could fuftain, and fecure to the culprit impunity 3
it would encourage vice and ill example in the
higher ranks of fociety, whofe modes and more ef-
pecially whoie wices were but too apt to defcend to
their inferiors, and its obvious tendency was ulti-
mately the abolition of all female virtue.

On the contrary his lordfhip held, that the more
exalted the culprit, becaufe the lefs excufable the
crime, the higher {hould be the punifhment ; and
the higher the rank and honour of the party in-
jured, the more ample thould be the reparation.

In the prefent cafe, his lordthip faid that in fuch
obfervations as he fhould think it neceflary to make
to the jury ; he fhould follow the order of the evi-
dence as it appeared.

. From the tefttmony of Mr. Lambert and feveral
of the witnefles who followed him, it was apparent
that the conduct of Lord Weftmeath to his unfor-
tunate lady, was that of a moft aifectionate, kind,
tender and indulgent hufband ; he married her for
affection, and he maintained that affection 1nviola-
ble, for a {eries of years, until her own depravity
extinguilhed his regards ; every indulgence which
his fondnels could fuggelt, or his fortune confer,
was beflowed on her ; every happinels and comfort
which the blandithments of high rank, honour,
dignity or affiuence could furnith was within her
reach : but how did this deluded lady requite the
affections of one of the beft of huibands? how did
fhe mark her regards for the honour of her family,
of her children, of her rank or of her fex ? By the
moit vile, the moft abandoned and moft lafcivious
conduct ; by the thamelefs proftitution of her per-
{fon, not only in her own houfe, and under the roof
of her venerable mother, but upon the high road,
in the open day, in the view of her menial fervants ;

by the moft grofs and libidinous departure from
every
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every principle of modefty, honourable to her fex ¢
by difhonouring the bed of that Nobleman wha
had marriéd her as the object of his kindeft affec-
tions, and raifed her to a participation of his high
rank, dignity and refpeét, which fthe had not the
prudence or the virtue to preferve. The expofure
of her (hamelefs amours to the privity of her own
fervants, was ftill an aggravation of her guilt ; and
was it to be argued, that a Nobleman of high cha-
racter and refpectability, a hufband, poﬁ-’eﬂ%ng the
tendereft attachments of conjugal affection ; the
father of a rifing offspring, and the Head of an il-
luftrions houfe, delerved no confideration for his
injuries, becaufe of his rank ! no reparation to the
wounded honour of his family |~——no compenfation
for the grofs and irremediable violence done to his
feelings, by the total deftrucion of all his domeftic
comforts ? was the defendant in this cafe to plead
in extenuation of his own moft vicious and ditho-
nourable condud&, the levity, or the laiciviouf=
nefs of an abandoned lady, or the opportunities
which the honourable and unfufpecting confidence
of an 1intimate friend and affeltionate huiband,
might leave open for the profecution of a vicious
and criminal purfuit >—he trufted that the jury
of men who were themfelves fathers and hufbands,
would evince an higher valuec for f_emale virtue,
and copjugal fidelity than to fublcribe to fuch a
doctrine.

The proofs in this cafe were manifeft—were
- ftrong—were circumftantially corroborative of
each other—and ftood wholly uncontradiéted by
any “evidence to the contrary.—The jury could
therefore, in his mind, have no reafonable doubt
of the fa&.—It would be then for them to con-
fider under all the circumitances of the cafe,—the
culpability of the defendant—and the nature and
| 4 magnitude
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magnitude of the injury fuftained by the plaintiff
—an ipjury which no pecuniary confideration
however great could compenfate,—~and he doubt-
ed not that the jury would find themfelves juftified
in giving fuch damages as while their verdict
marked the regards of moral and con{cientious
men——for the facred rights of the conjugal bed—
fhould at the fame time hold out an example to
check and deter the progrefs of a crime in this
country which of late years had made {fuch alarm-
ing {lrides in another kingdom whole fafbions and
whofc vices—we are too apt to borrow, and which,
there was but too much reafon to fear, were rapidly
gaining ground in the fathionable circles of this
country. A country which, until of very late
years indeed, was tamed through the world for the
modefty, the delicacy, and the inviolate chaftity
of its women. _

The Jury, after a fhort conference, returned theiy

verdict for the plaintifl, damages / 10,000,

FINIS.



