Tnal and Partlculars of the

Execwf!on

Governor Wall

Who was Executed on Thurfday Morning Iaﬂ:
- frontmg Newgate, for the &

" MURDER

OF

Benjamm Armﬁrong,

, Nearly 20 Years ago; __
S AT GOREE, IN AFRICA. 7/« 7 e
By cau[m him to receive, without T'rial, 800

~“Laafthes, Wthh weee 1nflicted by Black Slavcs,
changed at every 25 Lafhes. A
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- WOSEPH WALL, Efq. the upforrunate cri-
. J wina) who fulfered cn Thurfday morning,
f5s - was defcended from a worthy, ancient and refpec-

~ . table family 1n freland. P S et
. Atter goingz- through his ftudies at Trgity <
~. . College, 1’ublin, he weént inte the army; and
Sy Tl féqta-?ncd the ranig of Lientenant Colenel wien _
- hewas, unhappliy. for himlf and family, ap-
A ‘pﬁintc’égd‘\'énimr:ﬂf Gorce, in Africa, in the
=« year 1779. [In his capacity of governor he was™
+  generaily beloved by.the auny s but being of 2
= violent temiper, he was’ fometimes led into ex-
R Y . | et g
* . eeflts. for one of which.he unhappily, thaugh
. yiftly, ‘paid bis forfeit life. The particalars of =

ot this 9 lancholy tranfaction, us detailed on the

e SR T < > g

1 erial, were as {Gqus: s B Y AN
S % On Wedneiday week he was tried at the Old
- Railey, beforc the Chief Baron, Juftice Rooke,
~*  Juflice Lawrence; and a Special Jury, oh an in-
- diétmenicharging him withy the wilful Murder ¢
‘'of Benjanin Armflrong, on the yoth gf Joly,
1787 (ncarly 20 years a0o) at Goreg, O this
~ . Sindictment the prifoner had been afraigricd on a
Er g formier day, and had pleaded. a0t guilty, |
- Mr. Abbot having opened the Cale, ‘the At
- . torney- Gentral was proceeding to ftate it, when

e aence of the Court

y
-
:

f_ } By |  Zanitn, A4 S
SR 186 prifonier egged (i HRligeRce.of ¢ ok
= he couldnu: diltinctly hear where he was,

ey ﬂnawgihed to be admitted necarer the table, - = -
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Thc Chxef 'hmn anfwered~——<¢ The placein
-WElch you ‘are is that ‘appointed for perfos m *
~your fituation, and we can make no diftin&tion;
bt we will afford you all poflible facility, b??'ﬁ’" |
making the witheffes and Counfel f)eak Jouthas e
'Ihe Ao ‘ney-General ftated the acc‘ufdtmnsl .
’agam{’c him at confiderable lengathi. - He faidthe:
crime laid to the prifoner’s charge was com=~
mitted fo long as fince as 1782, Fhe prifoner
~';returne@ tmEnfrland in 1782, and in 1784 he
 was appreliended under a warrant from the Privy
Counail.  I'hat was furely the meft favourable
~time for hini to eRablifh his innacence, i inno«
- cent he were, when{o many witnefles were living,
within the'feach .of the proeefs of the law, a0d
fome of thew even in the kingdom. I—L, then
. fled from juftice; and icft the xmgdom. A pro=
+clamation was iffued -:,ﬁanncr a reward of 200l,
"He wrote feveral letters to government [’mrmg b
his readinefs to abide his trial; butnever did fo, -
The deceafed was a ferjeant in the garnﬁmqf Go- ;
ree, which confifted of 150 men, of which place
the prifonef was governor at that time, The gar-
rifon had ‘been for {fome time on fhort allr.‘)wanca,
and it was ufed for a compenfation in money Ao e
"gw‘ﬂn under {uch c,uéumﬁances. The U(}VCI'DOI' _
£ ¥ Com-mlﬂ“a*y, in whefe hands the money lay, e
L5 Were to leave theifland I a few: d'ay% Somc o
'of' the {o diers among: whom. was Arm‘&ren
¢ were proceeding to the. Commiﬁr}! s houfe,
i ﬂ"".‘j_-_demand their money. T hey were unarmqﬁd.i}_ cinig
g "pw;cewed* by the Gover. "'e{, s hﬂ fent: ;awenqwfc
- what they wanfef On | e miorf ed, be
they Were faais ,.,.and »a”f | ﬂ%ﬁgrfﬂaj eli ¢
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ftrong, who-held his hat in his hand all the timie,
defired him t retire, which was inftantly cemplied
with in the moit fubmiflive manuer. About fix
the fame evering the drum beat for parade; the
men were formed in a circle, Governor Wall and
fome Officers being in the centre. Afrer fome
~ converfation betwéen the Governor and the Offi-
oers, Armitrong was called from the ranks; by
the Governor——he wis ordered to be ftripped and
tied to a gun.  This was obeyed. He was then
 whipped, not with the ordinary inftrument; but
with ropes ; not by the ordinary perfons, but by
black flaves, changed at every twenty-five lathes;
~tilleight hundred were inflicted, while the prifoner
looked on, comman&mg the executioners to exert
thewmfelves, cryingout, * Cut him to the heart !
. cut him to the liver ! Th1s, and the fickly feafon
‘will do for him1”  The fickly feafon was then:
~ approaching. * The prifener langutfhed for a few
days and died, makiog a formal declaration that %
he was punlﬁzed withot trial or offence. ..
Thele fats being proved to the fausfaﬂlon of
the Jury, they pronounced him Gunlty The Re-
corder then pronﬂunced fentcnce 10 the uﬁ.—tal? |
terms. :
- Mr. Wall was [ix fect four mches hwh and of |
o gém:ecl appearance. ¢ beliaved wrth agreat '
~fteadmefs and compofure durmg his long and
pamful trjdl, which lafted from aine in the morn-
s ing until eleven at night. He was 65 ygars of &
- age, but does not look fo old. ~
‘a:;;f:;-y;z "_"'.___Governm next day, af'ter thls faral tranf- =
101 f‘t the lfland md remrncd to ﬂ‘us coun-
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a mcﬂenwﬂr to Bath, with authiority to brimg him-
immediat ely o town ; he accompamcd his trou-

Dblefonte commanion as far as Reading, at which
place he made his efcape; and m‘f&ml** left this
kingdony for Paris, where he’ mixed with the
moft fafhinonable circles of tiat gay ciy. After
. a Ray of ‘five years he went to the Sou'h Of
France, and fr‘orn thence into [talv. i T

In 1997, e returned to this COUNLTY, as 1f bv

~kind of tatality, without aoy : appaitnt reafon 3 ﬂrd'
- applied, through the m-dium ot a friend, to. obtait
a fafd retreat, which ‘was p:ocurt"d hima ar a houfe
inLambeth Cut, where iz rematned feve raT months,

.fel&om going' outy and that either” v‘ery late: or

early. “Fe was frc'quemly advifed, by the'friend
who had procured him the lgdging, 1o leave the
country againy and queﬂ::oned as to m:tives for
remainings he never avtenipted, howsvér to give -
any, but- ﬁi‘i}peam’f’ ever ot the time Wwhen he was
fo frudiovliy Concedling hitlelf; wo'bave a diftant
intention of making 2 IL Prender, n Order 1o fake -
his trla‘i —=TE 18 'i'%:ry ev;dcm tirat his mrhél was not -
o ehfe, and that he was mcapq‘alt --Eﬁ‘*tﬁkl«!ﬁ’ any

~firm refolution either one way Or dnéitfler, And

even the nannér Y which he did’ Hw himfelf: up

- dhewed a fingular v want Of'deta r mmaftt‘m,-*lsémw {3k

- to chance whether the *u?hmﬂe'r F-uﬁﬂ%l‘ fendtor "‘I?m
or not; ﬁit rach# than oo o’ deltvae %fmh‘i‘f (A

he wrote to fiy, % Ife was ready to d8'18."~u" lt:ss"

.....

".'."_bﬁ‘ﬂ’om,m “hut hm a lefs dan»rtmﬁs {’nbcex éT o‘h-
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| -‘coumfrtrg dangery P L e _
ﬁt’was fentenerd tor [Jé' *exécm. *1 5?1' fi?{?ﬂ!
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ferttence to take place next mormng : ab(mt rrat
“night, however; a further reéfpite arrived.’ '

The Governor was on Thurfday m ornmg laf’t

publickly executéd at Newr‘“lu, purfuant ‘to h;sr X
fenzence, after having been twice relpited, New-.
“pate and the Old Batlev have for (cverh) days been. .~

At intes vals a fcene of cumvte and c:)nfuﬁnn, b}f

“the refor: rrpm'!*lc o’ all ddcrlptlc)m ANXIOUS O

learn the final refule of the Prvy Counctd, who
‘bad fuc'rdl deliberatiens on thc condu& and care |

of the late unhappy prifoner. - \

Mrs.. Wall, the- wife of the P;}iﬂnfl‘, acom-
pnmadl by }ui:r ﬁﬂ:er, Mrs. H—-—-*—-— a near reim;vg*
of, 4, nobleman, went to the prifon on W ednefday
eveaing. 1 he former only faw him ; and, about ele-

- yeh o clock fhe wok an aﬁcr‘-nonar& agieu Qf her

| hu{bmd 'I hey. at Lxﬁ par*ed neYer Lo meut morc,,

TR T

the mind is encraned 10 teﬁmmrm,s of Ip** oreateft

. endearments, thc;y acquitied themfclyes wuh that
- anterelting. ,pat}ma and affection. Wh}*hwdefy tbe

PUWESS, of }anguage to repraﬁ:nt --In an.agony ef

- def pair, his laft words to his beloved purtner were

“ God blefs you, my dear! take care of myi; _‘ |
children; .and: endeavour to reprefent me to thsm

| 10 as fgw.qur,&hl, 3 way.as poﬂible e

lﬁﬁﬂvgmﬂf)p{ifﬁ the remainder of h;s éﬁh -.';'

cm:e injmueh.anxiety. . About two o’clock in the,
- morning, he faig to the two men who'had conflanty. -
attended h,m i the CQBQC_H1Q¢d cell ever ﬁnchﬂ_m,s;

. denteace—*"Tis a.very long night—1 wilh nmt:h.;i

..é_ii,_;,thq:pamculm pezxtni__whea I a;n doomeﬁﬁm-,r,;-.
x' mﬁﬁm? Iaﬁ: "EcWﬂlﬂ.”-, 4. #5 # & ,

-__Q}MJ, b gan tqf cai I:cl te -“"_e 'Earlyhémﬂ‘ Gf i--'?f
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_ S
five o’clock:s Shtie iz there appeared -at leaft
fcven o tiw’lt thoufand ; at feven more than three
tyases  the - number . a3d, 1n three qua*terg of an
hour aftér, the whole ftrezts a: ijmmng, vizZ, Show-
hill, St. Sepulchre 'S, Newgate, tie Gld-Bailey, and
‘even Ludgae hill, \were filled with fpectators from
all parts ':af the townj, to the number of at leafl Rity
or, fixty thoufand-—foie fay a hundred thoufand,
~“When t bronzht out in the \,Prd he bowed to
31l he {aw, thanked his attendants, expreffed his
warme(t obiigations to the Shffﬂfjb, tor their po-
jitenels and attention 3 then raifiog his head anod
eyes ‘towards IfIf.wcn, with np.ﬁtad hands, he
Lﬂ,rw:ntly exclarmed, “1 fipcerely forgive my ac-
cufers, and moft earneftly pray that God may
a'f; forgive me my fins!”  He than fhook -hands.
with Mr. Kirby, the Keeper, faying, *¢ Your
‘numane attentions, niy good friead, dcmand my
very belt aclmowledﬂ'mr:nts " The prifoner then
i uttcrcd «Jam readyl” "
 Four minutes before e ght he alcended! the fatal
platform, and was advancing’with feadinefs and
compafure, when his forticude was- thocked’ by
the loud and mdignant fhout of the multitude,
who, as 1f: in Cefitempruous triamph, gave thiee
Cdifkinét huzzas, pulling off their hats at the fame
- time; actompan“m{_, their thouts and exclimations
© by greans and h:ﬁes; as 3t in dttc{ atzon of me >
_ prifoper’s condué@,’ i L
After repeating the fielt fentence of the creed -
- with the Ordinary, the Governer was launched
. into, eternity. . As he had [carcely finifhed the
fenteniee, it is Delieved  that his abrupt exit was
| ocaaﬁoncd by fmne mrﬁaké or acmdent hc hung
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s (i S ) 5 r
two or three minutes without any other ﬁgn than;
the mere vibration of the body from one fide to{_ |
‘znother, when the firongelt convulfions were ob-
- fervable, which continued for 20 minutes 3 when
ag order was given to pull hisdegs, (he had pre.
vioufly ﬁ,qm*ﬁt'cl that it might not be done) and
relieve hom at once from this dreadful ftate. This
arcie frons e :mhmrer tyinz of the rope behind
his head; 1ntiead o1 p; acieg It uncer the right
-ear.  After hanging the ufual time, the body was
delivered to the furgeons for difieétion. -
WWhen cut don, the mugitude L?ave another'l

thout of approbation, - ;
The cendudt cf the fpcﬂatus, oo thls nccafen |

was highly improper, and was d:fgraceful to the
charaéter of Ln lithmen, Hoﬁever they muft
have loathed thc, crime and the crimtnal, they
- ought not to have outraged the rules of dc:ccncy l
 the fat> of Govemor Wall prefents an awful |
e:{ample: and warning to all thole in whom power
15 mvcﬂeu J?l& mc,:ancho y and lgnommmus end | '. %
fhews, that in England, ncither rank, wealth, or
n"“ﬁu-._n(,t,, will be v ﬁcrtd to pperae ata {hie! d for Skt
“cruelty and oppreflions T he foldicr and the failor ;
now# feel, and that wi:h confidence; that however  ©
low ar abiet his. condition ma ay be, or however =
grmt 1118 - d':*... 10¢ 1rom home, m the remoreft rc-_"
gions of the giobe, his counury {till prote¢ts hiq;
and his life, .vhm“ he coniinues falthml to hlS du-_-‘{ |
4178 Ihaxl net be at the mcrcy of an} an. VASEL MR o 0
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