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TRIAL OF ACOU

A CHINESE-TARTAR

'

Ai: the ADMIRALTY SESSIONS, which commens
cedat the OLD BAILEY, on Friday, July 11, 1806,
before Sir WILLIAM SCOTT, Knight, Judge of the
High Court of Admiralty, and Sir SIMON LE BLANC,
one of the Juftices of his Majefty’s Court of King’s

Bench (the Court being opened in the ufual form),
ACOU, a Chinefe-Tartar, was arrainged at the bar, for
the wilful murder of his fhipmate and countryman An-
guin, whowas cook on board the Eaft India fhip Travers,

of which the {aid Acou was 2 feaman.

Anguin, and the prifoner ‘Acou, were taken into the
Company’s fhip at Bengal; and continued on terms of
ftiendfhip with each other till the time of the perpetration
of the attrocious act by Acou ; nor can any reafon be
afligned by the fhip’s Crew for this unparalleled and horrid

murder-

Anguin was a man much efteemed by the thip’s com-
pany for his good demeanour, and being a perfon of much
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humour—nor was any other reafon affigned by the pri-
foner, in this remarkable trial, than that Anguin ¢ told
me lies.” | b -

- Acou beihg plaeed:at the bar, and the Jury fworn N,
the oaths were adminiftered to the witnefles in the follow-

. ing fingular manner, according to the method of the Chi-
nefe.

The oath being repeated in the Chinese language, on
the conclufion a China faucer is prefented to the perfon,
which he holds in his right hand, and then dafhes ‘to
~pieces ; the fignification of which is—* T'hat if he dogs
not {peak the truth, may his body be dafhed to pieces ia -
the fame manner as the fauger,”

On the prifoner being placed at the bar, he leaned his
_Lh“ead’on the bar, and the Turnkey being asked by the

Clerk of the Arraigns if. he was not well, replied, « He
was w*eryrﬁweil, only a little fulky,” and in this pofition he -
~continned during the whole of the Trial. He appeared
unconcerned during the whole time, and feemed perfeétly
to comprehend what was faid.

~ On his being conduted to Newgate, he fhortly after
made a hearty meal of bread and cheefe, and onions, drank
plentifully of porter, and {moked his pipe with the greateft
unconcern.” He declared he did not care what was done to
him, whether his head was cut off, or to be hanged ; but
exprefled a dr ead of and hoped he fthould not be burned,

“

-



JUY R Y.
Samuel Howston, Edward Frisby,
John Kirk, e John Garton,
Samue]l Conder, -~ ' Robert Scotram,
Christopher James Hayes Thomas Dennis,
John Leech, Samuel Head,
William. GQJd - John Davenport.

INDICTMENT: .

ACOU was indicted for thathe on the 24th of May,
“ with force and arms upon the High Seas, within the
|ur15d1('tlon of the Admiralty of Eng land on board
a certain ship called the Travers, felomously, wil~
fully, and with malice aforethought did make his
revenge upon a man called ANGUIN, and that he
| (Acou) with a certain knife which' he then‘and there
held in his right hand,’ did"strike, penetrate, and
wound, Anguin in" and upon his neck and throat,
giving him thereb) a mortal wound upon his neck :
and throat, of the length of five inches and the depth
of two 1inches; one other mortal wourid on his side

of the length of one inch and the depth of five in-
‘ches ; andb two' other wounds on the back, of the

length of one’ inch "and the" depth of five mches
ea.ch of which several mortal wounds he died ; and
50 the jurors say that he Acou the prisoner, the man
ca]led Angum did 1\111 and murder -

f

R T TR 4 —. |

To this Indictment the prisoner pleaded-———NOT
' GUILTY.
B
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The prisoner was asked by the Clerk of the Court
how he would be tried 5 he replied, By God and the
Country. |

He was then informed that he being a foreigner (a
Chinese Tartar) he might be tried by a. jury of half fo.-
reigners and half English, or by a jury entirely Eng-.
lish ; he answered he would wish to be tried by the
English law and by Englishmen, the same as though
he was an Englishman.

The prisoner was allowed hy the Court an interpre-
ter, who interj reted to him the whole that the witnesseg
said., e - | |

.
_ COUNSEL'
For tle Profecution—Mr. ADAM, Mr, KNAPP, and

| Mr. GLEEDI

For the Prifoner—Mr. POOLEY ¥,

[TLe Indictment was read by Mr. Gleed, and the
' - Case was stated by Mr. Adam. ]

il T
"

* The prifoner not baving any counfel ; this gentle-
man, with great bEm?VO]ence, tendered his iervices, and
cross-examiped the witnesses on behalf of the prifones.
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M?". Addﬂh ; | o

Gehtlemeri of the ]ury, '

'The cafe that I have to lay before vou is a very fimple
and thougha very painful duty, yet it 1s proper that I fhould
~ addrefs a few words to you:—The Indi¢tment that you
have heaid is an indi®ment againft the prifoner at the bar
for murder, and the fa&s that I have to ftate to you will
be proved to you in the moft ftri¢t manner, and 1 will, be-
fore I conclude this addrefs to you, ftate the particular
manner in which it was done ; but I think it rightto draw
your attention, and the attention of the Court, and (if L
may be allowed to add), the attention of the Britith au-
dience, and that part of the aundience that is not Britifh.

Gentlemen,—This is an inditment of a2 Chinefe for
the murder of another Chinefe, on board the fthip Tra-
vers, committed in that fhip when it was on the High
Seas ; all the failors who are Chinefe are in court, in
order that they may have an opportunity of feeing the
way and manner in which Bﬁgi{h juftice is difcriminated;
and the manner in which. Britifh juftice is diftributed to
the prifoner at the bar—the unfortunate Chinefe.

Gentlemen,—You have already heard that he i¢ inclined
to be tried by the Britith laws and to have al]l the benefits
of juftice according to that law. He has obtained per-
miffion, which muft be fatisfactory to you to know—fd+
tisfaltory to the Court; and fatisfaltory to all that are
near me to know that he has the aid of Counfel; my
learned friend, Mr. Pooley, having voluntarily offered his
aid to this undefended foreigner ; confequently this cafe
comes before you with all the advantage the law can afford,
with the proteCtion of the Counfel, and, I may fay; with
the advantage of the moft humane principle which prevails
in the Englith laws, he having, my learned friend to
watch the evidence: therefore his fellow {ubjelts, as well
as myfelf, may be perfectly certain that notaing but juflicg
- willoe doné, = -.
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Gentlemen, This profecution is inftituted by the Gena
tlemen who govern the affairs of the Eaft India Company 3
they, in confultation with thofe they are ufed to advise
with, thought it abfolutely expedient this profecution
{hould take place in order to juitify the country; they
thought, it fhould be brought before the cognizance of a
Jury, that no motive could exift in their minds, or of the

perfons employed by them, of 2 vindictive humour.

" Gentlemen,—Having ftated this, 1 will ftate to you
fhortly the facts, which will be proved by the witnefles,
that in the night a noife was heard in a certain part of the
thip ; the fecond mate,; Oliver, went where the noife, was,
and when he came to the place he found tne prifoner atthe
bar laid hold of by thé two quarter mafters of the fhip, and
the way in which his evidence will include the deteCtion of
the prifonér was, when he was taken firft by the two quarter
maiters, his hands wére covered with blood,and as foon
as he faw him he faid, Me kill Anguin, Anguin tell me
lies, that is China fathion ; ¢ he then added, ? tomorrow
you hang me; »’ fo that here is a clear confeffion that the
murder was committed by the prifonerat the bar ; the knife
was found, anda piece of the flefh was on the knife, that
knife will be producéd, and if will be proved that it is the
fame knife that belonged to the prifoner, which to me
appears a ftrong circumitance that he did the murder,

™ Gentlemen,—T hofe that were near at the time heard
nothing till they heard the cry of Murder ;5 whether there
was any {udden guft of paflion, or whether there was any
leading caufe to that fudden paffion; does not appear—all
that 1 have to fay is, that your verdict fhould be pro<
nounced according to the honeft principles- of juftice;
without any prejudice to this unfortunate foréigner,

- e ey W o -._ p - 1
i

Fames Robert Ohiver sworn.—Esamined by Mz,
- Knapp.

I believe on the ’_24't1'1 of M_ay you were second mate
on board the Travers East India ship—1 was,



" YWhere was that ship at the time this affair happened
«We were off the western island of Zora. pS-YaE
Court. 'The 24th of May was -the day this affair hap-
pened—Yes.. | - P
~ 'Was the prisoner at the bar Acou a foreigner on board
vour ship——He was, he is a Chinese, we took him on
ioard at Bengal. - | P
IHad youa person on board of the name of Anguin—
Yes, he was a Chinese, he officrdted as cook, we shipped
him at Bengal. | et | | .
On the day this accident happened, or at least in the
night, you being second mate, was it your watch—VYes,
I was upon deck, T think it was about half past two
in the morning, it was very dark then, and very bad
weather. " =3 ¥
About half past two in the morning was your attention
called to- any noise—Yes, I walked forward In _conse-
wjuence of hearing a noise at that time, 1 thoughtit came
from the forecastle ; in my passing to where the noise

proceeded from, Ifound it camefrom the fore hatchway
instead of the forecastle ; when I came to the fore-
hatchway; 1 heard a noise as if a person was in a
TR |
- What sort of a noise was'it—I heard cries as if pro-
ceeding from a person 'in distress, someway or other;
upon that I desired the doctor to be called up ; I direct-
ed Hall, the quarter master, and Richards, a midship~
man, to go down the fore-hatchway ; they did so, I fol-
lawed ; 1 heard Hall cry out, O! God, there is murder
committed, Finstantly went down then, I saw the pri-
soner by the two quarter masters, and the knife was taken
out of his hand. | _ |
- What is the name of the other quarter master—
Steele ; the two quarter masters had hold of his
hands, one held one hand, and the other held the other
~hand. < B
- Upon seeing one of them laying hold of each hand
did you see the knife then—1I think I did, I think it was
_in the possession of Smith, the boatswain’s mate ; both
the prisoner’s hands were covered with blood, and clot-
« ted with blood, he said, Me kill Anguin.
Did you say any thing to induce him to say that, did
you promise him any favour, or did you threatesi him

i
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that he must tell you, or it would be worse for him 1f he
did not—1I did not utter a word, nor did I hear a word,
spoke by any body else. ‘ :
" Now what did he say—Me kill Anguin, Anguin tell
me lie, that is China fashion, to-morrow you hang
me. : 5
~After you had discovered this man, apprehended as
yousay, and he had said this, did you then make enqui-
r{ for the purpose of finding out the deceased—He was
close by, laying on his back with his arms- stretched out
on the starboad bow port, near to his hammock.

Did the prisoner when he was laid hold of by both
these quarter masters quietly relinquish himself up to
them—He gave himself up to me with the utmost com-
‘posure; Iled bim on the "deck, and had him lashed
to abolt; in that state he was kept till the next morn-
ing. -

What was the appearance of the deceased—I thought
at that time his head was entirely cut off; I went and
acquainted captain Sanders, after that 1 went down
again,and then I observed several wounds on the decea-
sed’s body, one just over his heart.

~ Ineed hardly ask you whether they had the appear-
ance of having been given by a sharp instrument—No

doubt.: . .

Had you a brother of the deceased on board—I have
understood such, his name is Assoy, he was engaged at
that time 1n ripping his clothes off. y .

Court. You have mentioned him using these words,
do you mean in Englsh—Yes, hespeaks broken En-

lish. | '
$ Does he understand English—Yes. The prisoner
was ecmployed upon deck with me five minutes before
this happened, he was upon the watch with me. - |

Can you at all speak with certainty how long before
yicm heard a noise you had seen the prisoner do any
thing—He assisted to place the chain to brail up the
driver.

- How long before you heard the noise had you employ-
ed him about that work—I think it was as short a time as

he could have committed the cringe, 1 had employed hin
with other Chinese,
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Did Anguin keep watch-—He never kept watch, he
was allowed to sleep in his hammock, being cook,
"~ You said that Anguin’s hammock was in that part of
the ship where you went down and found the prisoner
—It was about as far off as I may be now from the bench
(about six or seven yards). | |
* Was it near the place where you brailed the driver——
‘No, not at that part of the ship. |
Mr. Knapp. It was on another deck, was it not—
Yes. ted ' '
" Court. During the time that Anguin, the deceased,
' was an boérd the ship, was he a quiet man or'quarrel-
some—He was of a curious disposition, an entertaining
man, and much liked on board the ship.

Had dyqu known of any quarrel or dispute between
him and the prisoner yourself~=No, *

I.F-

Robert Hall sworn,—Examined by Mr. Gleed.

You were quarter master on board the India ship
called the Travers, on the 24th of May last—Yes.
s She was s_ailing from the Kast Indies to this country—
Yes. |

Were you on deck that morning—Yes.

Court. What time in the morning were you on watch
about twelve o’clock. :
~ Mr. Gleed. Did you see the prisoner, Acou, on deck
that morning—I cannot say 1 did, it was not my busi-
ness to take notice. f

In consequence of some order you received did you
go down the fore hatchway—Yes, I got a light and
went down by the order of Mr Oliver, I heard a
noise. |

Did you go down alone—I went down alone and Mr.
‘Richards atterwards came ; when I first came down I saw
the prisoner, Acou, with a knife in his hand, he was
standing between the harness cask and the stanch, with
his back against the stanch, the same at ¥am now stand-
ing, I observed his hands all bloody, and the knife was
in his hand. S

Court. Are you sure that he had the knife in his
-lﬁanal—--l am perfectly. sure he had the knife in his

and, | |
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- Did you see t.he deceased, Ann*um--At that tufne]f
du] Ot

Upon seeing the prisoner 1n that state, what did 'ou
% da-—I immediately seized the prisoner’s hand in whlch
the knife i was, I took the knife from hu:n and gave it to
John Smjth, the boatswain’s mate. .

Did ‘you at that time say anﬁ thmg to Acou, or
he to you—I believe 1 said, here is murder done
here ; Acou said, 1kill Angum, Anguin tell lies, I cut
Angum, Anguin ‘tell lies, China fashlqn, that is all X
“heard, John Steele was at ;that time holding the other
hand; 1did not: see Anfrum till ten minutes ‘after
the usoner used these words ; 'Mr Oliver ordered
me to take him on deck, in about ten minutes afterwards
I went down the fore ha.tchwa,y ; after I left the prisoner
o deck I found Ancrum, JUSt on the stalboard bow
Posee : .
How far was that fr om the 'place where you saw Acou
—_About as far as-fromi the place where Iam now stand-
ing to the Bench, I found him lying down and people

taking his clothes off, his throat was cut, and his head
was almost half off. - o

That was not a time of themorning for Anguin to be

out of his hammock—No, he was-ship’ s cook, both for

the Chinese and the ship’s company. - - |
- T suppose Acou, the same as the other Chinese sallors,

slept with his clothes on, he wentinto hlS hammock with

his jacket and trowsers on—Yes. - | |
Court. You had not heard any dlspu te between

Acouand Angum that nwht—-—No. ; o

_'};abﬁ Gty sworn.—Examined by Mr. Kn:‘.,pp.’

I am an officer of the Thames police; 1 produce 4
knife, I received it of captain Sanders, on board the
ship at Longreach.. '

(To Hall) Is that the knife that you tools. from the
prisoner—Yes, I gave it to John Smith.

Court. At th(:' time that you took it ffrom him was it
marked with any thing—It was all over blood, and a
piece of flesh was stlckmrr to it , as soon as I received
it I immediately gave 1t out of my hands to John Smith,



( Cross-examined by Mr. Poocley:)

, Wele you down there before Mr. Oliver came-
Yes. "
“Youwere in the cabin below where the deceased was
until Mr. Oliver went on deck—I cannot tell whether
Mr. Oliver went on deck or not, I did as I was or-
dered. |
Did you hear all that he said, and have you repeated
all that he said—1I cannot say that I was so much con-

fused. . _
Anguin was cook, was he on the watch that night—

No, that 1s not his duty,, he was never up at night ex-

cept all hands were wanted.
What time could Anguin go to-bed—Sometimes at

'six o’clock and sometimes at elght o’clock, a.fter his duty

was done.
This was about two o’clock in the morni f about
u

what time does the cook usually rise—Abodut four

o’clock. _
How happened the cook to be dréssed in his clothes

—The Chinese most ¢ommonly turn in w1th their
clothes on, 1t is usual for them all to do so.
Did you know these men before you saw them on

this voyage—No. -
Had not there been any quarrel between them—-Not

that I know of.
You have said you heard the noise, was it like the

noise of people struggling tocrether—l thought it wasa.-

woman’s Vmce it was a Cry 1ng |
Did you hea.r the noise as if it was struggling toge-

ther—No, I did not.
- You said that all that Acou said was, he had killed

Anguin, Anguin told him lies, he cut Anguin, that was
China fashlon did gon understand what he meant by

- China fashmn-——-No
Doeés Acou understa.nd Enfrhsh——He understands

brecken English.
Does he understand Enolish so far as to understand

any words that are wused in English—--I cannot tell
th&t.‘
O

— r—’-"



?’abn Steele swo‘rn.-—EXarﬁined by Mr. Adam-’

Were you a quarter-master on board this ship—Yes;

Did “you remain there on the 24th of May—Yes.

Do youremember going with Hall on the night of
May 24 —Yes, 1 went forward to the starboard bowport
- of the fore hatch way, I saw the prisoner standing be-
tween the harness cask and the stanch, he was standmcr |
in this way (witnefs standing upright), he bad a knife in
hisright hand, Robert Hall took it out of his hand and
cave it to J ohn Smith the boatswain’s mate. '

Did-you see the knife at the time—Yes, I had jt not
in my hand, nor have I seen it since.

In what state was the prisoner when he was stanamg
with the knife in his hand—I saw blood on his hands

and blood on the knife, I saw Hall clench him by the
right arm, and I seized him by the left arm for fear he
should stab Mr. Oliver. -

Did you hear the prisoner say any’ thmrr—-He said
me kill Anguin, Anguin me cut.

Did he say any thing more—Those are the very
words, he said nothing more that I heard.

Did you know Angum——-—Yes, he was the cook.

Did you know of any quarrel between Anguin and
the cook—I donot. |

Did you see Anguin’s body at this time—I ]Ct oo the
prisoner for him to be taken on deck, Hall tools. the
prisoner up, and I remained below ; 1mmedmtely I took
the candle Isay the corpse laying by the foremost bow-
port of the starboard side, on his back, _

How far might that be 'from where you saw Acou
standmrr——Not more than five or six yards to the most,

In what condition did you see Anguin’s body then—
His throat was cut, his head was cut off almost, and his
hair was all clotted with blood, T saw and heard him
¢ draw his last gasp, he was cut the sameé as a bullock is
cut, he had all his clothes on; Iwent on deck to see if
the- prisoner was secured, after that I immediately went
-down, and saw Asam and Asoy taking off his clothes.

(Cr -oss-examined by Mr. Pooley.)
You heard him say me kill Angumn Angum me cut—

Y es,
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At that time did you not see that Anguin was ent—No.,
How long might the time be before you saw Anguin
—About a minute, ‘I had notseen Anguin till after Acou
was taken on deck. 20T | '
- Was there any difference between Acou and An-
guin about any thing—Nothing in particular, at times
they would be wrangling among themselves, among the
whole bunch of them. L | 5
I was asking of any quarrel between the two—No,
none at all. R e A |
Court, Was Anguin a peaceable man—Yes, he was
always joking with every body on.board the ship,
Mr. Adam. Was he a good tempered man—Yes.
- Court. When first you saw Anguin, did you see any o-
ther knife excepf the knife Acou had in his hand—None.
When you remained below after Acon was taken on
deck, was there any other knife lying about any where
~—None at all. | ‘ 2 |
Do you know that knife—No, the whole of the Chi-
nese have suchaknife as that. =~ = |
You saw no other knife—No.
You did uot particularly examine the prisoner after-
wards—No. > s "
Did you see any-cuts upon him—None.
(70 Oliver) Did you take any motice whether Acou
had any cut npon him—He had none. s
(79 Hall) Did you see any cut or

it or wound that Acoy,
the prisoner had abqut him—Nao, | .
' ? s s i .? . ¥ 3

A Asoy (a Chinese seaman) sworn.—Kxamined
4= Copy BT Rnapp, =

Were you a seaman on board the Travers—Yes.

Did you know Anguin the deceased—I knew Anguin.

Was he any relation of yours—No relation. *

On the night of the 24th, or on the morning of the
25th that. his happened, were you awaked by any
thing that happened, or what—I was asleep In my
hammock, Anguin called out, would I get up, one man-
kill him, one man kill him.

Uponhearing thatdid you get up—When I heard that
I got out, I did not know where, I feltabout, I heard the



deceased call, T went to the hammock to take hold
where the noise proceeded from; on going to the
- hammock I felt a knife stabbing of me. TR

Court. You was going to a hammock where you
thought you heard the noise came from, you felt a knife
stab your neck—Yes. = . | 3 |

Do you know whose hammock it was—The hammock *
was laying along, it was so dark I did not know whose
it was, ] heard somebody crying, I did not know the ham-
mock, I felt astab upon my neck ; directly T felt myself
cut I let go the person I had hold of, I went to my own
hammock, and then alight came.

Who brought the light—The second mate; when
the light came I saw the prisoner Acou standing up
with a knife in his hand, Acou spoke, “Ikill Anguin, I
cut, by and by make a hang of me.”
~ Did'he say why be killed Anguin—1I do not know, he
did not speak any thing. WEdg A ‘
- How soon after you had seen Acou with the knife in
his hand did you see Anguin—About one minute, I
suppose. | R

‘How did the body of Anguin appear—He was
dead. § e | |

Did you afterwards help to take off his clothes—Yes,
I along with Asam, helped to take his clothes off. |
- Did you find any wound on his body—1 was so afraid
I could not look. b ,

Did you find any other knife except the knife that
Acou had—I saw no other kuife. (the tnife produced with
the [beath.) - Vs o 5
" Court. Who took the knife from him—Mr. Hall.

(7o Hall) You took the knife from the prisoner—
Yes, and I gave it to the boatswain’s mate.

- It was produced with the sheath—I did not see the

sheath at the time. B RE3 | -

(To Afoy) Look at that knife, and tell us whether you
believe that to be Acou’s knife, and the same that he
bad in his hand—Yes, I knew before Acou had this knife,
i know it belonged to Acou. ' e |

3
\

(Cross-examined by Mr. . Poaley.)

This knife looks liks a cook’s knife, can you say

-
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whether it was not the cook’s—It did not belong to An-
guin, it is Acou’s knife, I am sure of that.

I ask you whether Anguin, the cook, had not such
a knife as that—He had one knife, but not all the
same as this; I know this to be Acous knife, I saw
Acou every day making clean this knife, Angum s knife
was longer, and a broader handle. ,

‘Was there any quarrel between Anguin and Acou on'
board the ship—None at all, “they quarrelled at Bengal
‘before they came on board the ship, I donot know what
1t was, I lived a great way off, Iknow they had a quarrel,
I do not know .the occasmn

Court. Did you ever see Anguin’s knife after Anguin

was dead-—-Yes I saw Azwum s knife in the cook’
YOOI |

Captain Thomas Sanders sworn.~Examined by Mr:
Adam.

You are captain of the Travers—Yes.

From whom did you get that knife—Charles Smith,
the boatswain’s mate, br ought the knife to me, it was
found near the body.

Had it the sheath—No, the sheath was found near the
body.

You do not know that was the theath—No, Smith
brought the fheath alfo, I am not fure he picked it ups 1 faw
1t picked up

‘Where is SI‘HIth—-—SInlth was prefled in the Downs, he
s on board his Majefty’s fhip

Did you examine the hammock of Auguin—No, Steele
the quarter-mafter fearched his hammock, there was no
trace of blood at all upon it.

Walter Norris fworn.——-—-Examined by Mr. Gleed.

Youware {urgeon on board the Travers—I am. When
I was firft of all called up, I examined the body of An-
guin but flightly, he being dead, the next morningl ex-
amined it more minutely 3 upon examining the throat, I
found it was cut to the full extent of five or fix IHChﬁS,
according to the beft of my judgment ; I did not meafure
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it, there was a wound at the region of the heart ; it appeared

to have penetrated the heart ; three wounds on the back
which appeared to me to have penetrated.as far as the
lungs: the number of wounds on the Body were twenty-
nine in the whole, | 2 T R
-~ What did they appear to have been made by—"They ap-
peared to have been made by a fharp inftrument. 2
- What was the caufe of that man’s death—The wounds
that he received. - ' g e R s |
“T'bere were more than one of the wounds that were
mortal—Yes. The wound in the neck, and the wound
in the heart, muft have been mortal.
- Mr. Adam then informed the Court, that this was the
cale on the profecution.—The Court defired the interpreter
to afk the prifoner if he would fay any thing in his defence,

PRISONER’s DEFENCE.
I. bave nothing at all to fay, you may make han.g‘,.

M. _%zsz':'cg Lgl Blane.

- N\ ,-
- Gentlemen,—T ke prifoner at tie bar is charged by this
indi¢tment with having committea a murder-upon a perfon
of the name of Anguin, on the High ‘Scas, on board a
thip called the Travers. The queftion you will have to
determine, whether, upon this evidence, you fhall be f{a~
tished that the prifoner at the bar is cuilty of this offence
which is laid to his charge, becaufe if you fhall be of opi-

- nion he has done it, in the fituation in which he and the

deceafed are defcribed to have been, notwithftanding they
are both- foreigners, yet ferving the Eaft India company,

~on board this fhip, coming home in the fervice of this

country, if that offence is committed in this fervice
though both not of this country, the fall within the jurif-
diction of ths Admiralty, and will be liable- to punifh-
ment. | | .

‘The learned judge then recapitulated the whole of the
evidence, with the utmoft clearnefs and deliberation, and

Janformed the jury that no.evidence had been given what

could be the motive at that time, or any-other fhort time
previous, which could have occaftoned {fuch an a<k to have
J 1



30

been committed, the oniy evidence they-had, was the
expreffion made ufe of by the prifoner himfelf, at the mo-
ment he is laid hold of by the two quarter mafters, which
has been ftated by all the witnefles ; that is an expreflion, -
merely acknowledging that he killed him, becaufe they
all fay he faid “ I kill Anguin,” or, ¢ me kill Anguin.”

- Gentlemen—Where one man is found by another that
is killed, with a knife in his hand bloody, the prefump-
tion is, that he occafioned his death. ¢ Me kill Anguin,
Anguin tell me lies,” that may mean in broken Englifh,
Anguin told me that which 1s not true ; it is unnecessary
to ftate to you that could not juftify any thifg much short
of this violence that has been committed, 1t twould not
juftify the inflicting thele wounds which caufed this man’s

=

death. | Sl -
I cannot find out any circumftance in order ta fatisfy
iy mind that Acou had received any blow, or any wound,
or any thing from the decealed Anguin, to induce him to

perpetrate this horrid deed, and I am afraid there is little
doubt but thefle blows were given by the priioner at the
" bar. I do not know how to ftate that they were given,
under any of the evidence before us, which could bring
the crime to any thing lefs than murder.

One of the Fury. -

‘The prifoner has faid fomething to the interpréter 3
what he faid then was, he wifhed to be agreeable to the
Englith cuftom 3 he fuppofes, Make hang; that is gl
right ; make cut, thatis all right. ‘

The jury brought in a verdict of—GUILTY.

The Clerk of the Court

Addrefled the prifoner ; recapitulated his crime, and put

. the ufual queftion—if he. had any thing to fay why fen-

tence of Death fhould not be paffed upon him. The

prifoner replied,. I fpeak to all the gentlemen, I did cut off
the Chinaman’s head, :
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ﬂz‘r William Scaf; |

“Then fhortly addrefled the prifoner *—told hin he had been
found guilty of that moft abominable crime of Murder, of
a moft foul unnatural murder, committed on one of his
own countrymen, who was a peaceable unoffending per-

fen. By an a& of blood-thirfty violence, you have de-

prived this man of his life 3«you muft anfwer for it by
your own. ©'he common law of mankind—the law of
the feas—the laws of this country—and the law of God.
in particular, which you well know require it, thould be. fe
anfwered. The common fafety will hot permit that you
{hould continue among the living, you muft prepare for
that awful change which awaits you.—The fentence of she

“law is that you, Acou, be taken to the place from whence

you came; and on Monday next to the'place of execu.
tion ; where you are to be hanged by the neck till you are
dead, and your body to be delivered to the furgeons, to be
diffected and anatomifed, and may the Lord have mercy

~on your foul,

"T'he prifoner appeared quite refigned tohis deftiny,



