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lemg theihgence to the French

. Paker: « on JWmddy, the Izth of ]une, at -

Thc Court of Kmor B Bench

BEFOR
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Dr. Florence Henfey

LORENCE HENSEY, was born in the County -

"\ of Kildarey froam when.....e he came very youngi

| ~to England, and foon after went over to Holland, and 3

was educated in the Univerfity of Leyden ; where he
ftudied Phifick. He afterwards traveled throughj

Switzerland, from thence to ltaly, trom Genoa by Se%

- to Lisbon, and traverfed Spain 1n his Way to Franc
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where he lived fome Time. He had acquired in the', 4
Courfe of his T'ravels a comperent Knowledge of the j
Italian, Pammﬂe/é, Spanifb-and French La.nguages

Durmg his T'ravels he fupported himfelf in Qualltyﬂ

. of a Phyfician, and came over 1o England-1n order to |

appear to be equal to his IrIc::;pc;-':sJ as’he had but few
Patients of Confzquence ; and yet it {0 happened )
¥ th ate’

fettle here 1n that Charalter, bug his Succéls does notF
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that his Prefcriptions, few as they were, were in-
{tramental in his Detection.

Having continued a Correfpondence fince his lea-
ving Leyden, with a Fellow Student who refided at
Paris, and had lately got imto the Secretary of State’s

~ Office for Foreign A ffairs ; Henfey wrote to him, that
“he fhould be glad of an Opportunity of doing him
any Service, and executing any Commiflions he might
. have in London, to which his Correfpondent anfwer’d,
¢ That he was Infinitely obliged to him for the
Service he oflered, and that if he underftood him
rightly, their Correfpondence might be rendered
more advantageous to both, by changing their To-
picks from Literary -to Political.” 'The Doétor in a
{fecond Letter commended his Friend’s Difcernment,
adding ¢ That if he could obtain for him, a {uitable
- Recompence, he would endeavour to make his Intel-
ligence of the utmoft Importance.” By the next
Poft, he received an Anfwer containing Inftructions
and Directions, and an Appointment of §oo Livres,
(about 23/ Sterling) a Quarter., His Inftruétions
were, to fend Lifts of all his Majefty’s Ships, in
and out of Commiffion, Number of Men ; when they
failed, the Commanders Names, from what Port, and
their Deftination; the State of our Land Forces,
where quartered or garrifoned. Theearlieft Account
of Enterprizes againit Framce, Plans of fortified
Places 10 England, America, &c. Which Intelligence -
was 1o be dire€ted to fome Perfons at Cologne, the
Hague, and Bern in Switzerland, who were to for-
.- ward his Letters from thofe Places to Paris.
The Dottor was not much fatisfied with his Stipend, -
he however accepred of it, in Hopes by Merit, to ob-
~tain a larger Salary. With this view he endeavour’d
to 1nfinuate himfelf into the Favour of fome Clerks
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of l:he Public Offices, in’order to an earl’y Acquamt--
- .ance with naval and mflltarv Affairs ; but this not
aﬁfwermg his End, he pafied his’ Tlme in fuch: Cof?ee
‘Houfes, as were noft hkely to {urhifh Imelllgeﬂce of
the Kiad he wanted and ‘under the San&ion of his
character as a Pa}ﬁum remained unfifpested. Te'j -
confidently afferred;that ia Letrer dated the z9th ~
ot Fnly, he mentioned the Refolation taken o Ate:
" tack Rockhefort, with whu.h* General’ Mordaunt arnd
- Admiral Hau}:u wete al chat TTine unacquainted:

He never emeicd into any political Contmverhes,
but when' there was an abfolute Neceflicy of his gi= -
viag his Oplmon he always décided in favour Uf
England. "'This prcvented qII Sufplcmn and ‘made.
thofe he converfed with mdre opeh,. loounw o biim,
“of a more phlIOfOpth turn of Mmd bur no’ Poli-
tician, He continued his Cq,rrcfpondem,e{rom
the beginning of 1756, without any material Tnter-
ruption, writing his Iméllxgenae upon the Margm of
a News-Paper “thefe Letrers pafled uqfufpe&ed At

length his _,mplOVEI.., complained” of the Infignifi-.

~ecancy of “his Intelligeace, threatened to dilcontinue

his Appoinunent, and to deduét a Guinea for every .
+ Letter thac did not contain fomeAdvicéof Jdmportance,

This Letter which was tranfimitted from Parés tothe E:
Hague, contaioed nothing fe mingly but a few'wide
Lines on crifling complimentary Subjects. The Dr’s’
Anfwerto this was {ent by Hol/lz#d to Paris s and ap-
peared upsn ‘Examination nothing buc an Anfwer.to’
LCompliments ; but has fince been found by the Co-
pies he kept by him, to contain a Reprei»ntatmn of
the fmallnefs of his Income, &e. |

‘Thefe wide-wrote Letters had their defired Fffe& N4
Lv paﬂmg unnoticed fome Time ac the PoftOffice ; at
length, the Secretary fufpe&mg there muft be fome-

anser ) thmg
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thmg more conta.i‘ne& than thefe Trlﬂes held one.tcﬁ-ﬂ
- the Fire; when many’ Lines wrote- wrth Lemon®
Juice, between the black ones, plainly dppeard.—
*his Letter which was dated from Twztkembam af-
ter giving an exaé Aceount of the Staté of our Affairs:
the Condition.of our Fleet and Army, their Difpofi=
" tion, how many Bhips guarded, 20d “how many
| Troops lined the Coat’of England, concluded with
aferting; That the cnly means of preventing the Succels
- of the Lxpedition to Rochefort, would be to make a
- powerful Diverfion npon'the C mg,‘i‘ of England ;5 that by
 thas attackpg us i dur very V. italsy we might be enga--
ged at Bome, amd [0 prevented from [ending a Number -
of Troops zzbrczzm' ﬁ;ﬁmm 7 gwg themn any real An~
. neyance., .
= e lecevery of this Letter uuravelled the whole
. Miftery, and henceforward all Letters directed as be-
“fore were ftopped,” and thofe that came from abroad
were intercepted ; and Henfey was foon deteéted, tho’ &
he was direéted rosunder -a fiCtitious Name, and his -
Letters appm nted to be left at a Coffee Houfe. In'
‘fhore, e was waylaidzow Sanday the 211t of Augu 3
laft, cummg from the Spanyly Minifter’s Chapel in
Soko Square, by two’of the King’s Mefléngers, who
followed kiimto different Places,’ then feized him in
St. Martsw’s Lawe, and conduted him to one of the
Mefienger’s Houfés in Ferimyn Strcet. His Lodginos
- 1in Arindel Jrees were fearched and 29 rough draughrs
of Letters;: whigh had been wrote in Lemon-juice
“between the black. Lines ; and thofe he bad received
- wrot¢ in the fame Mucner. In fome of which were
Complaints of the Infignificance of his Intelligence, -
& u and [nffrudtions how to write with greater fafety

4 ahd dlfpatch by dircCing all lmpurtam: Letters to
S i, b hig .«
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-bis Brother who ferved as Chaplain and under Secre—.
tary to the §p---/b Minifter at the Hague. e
- It appears he gave Intelligence of Ad. Holbourne’s
Deftinacion to America, a few Days after the Admi-
ral’s Infiructions were figned, and was very minute

as to the Number of Ships, and Troops on Board,
with the Day of their Departure, &c. _

-~ His Salary was now raifed to 500 Livers a Month
inftead of per Quarter. Buc this he did not enjoy
long; having received but one Month’s Salary before
he was taken into Cuftody. He was committed to

WNewgate, March 9, 1758, by the Right Hon. the -

- Earl of Holdemg]e; having made no material De-
fencc on his Examination, His Correfpondents
figned themielves Lz Roche, and P. de France,

And the 12th of Fane he was conducted from New-
gate to the Courtot King’s Bench in order to be tried,

- when he pleaded Not Guelty, and excepted to eleven

of the Jury before they came to be {fworn. 7
Upon the "P'rial the 1dentity of bis 'Haod-writing

-was.the principal Point to be proved, which was done
by creditable Witnefles 3 namely Mr., M--dex, on
whom he had feveral Bills ot Exchange, Dr. WW--m
of Wefluiianftery, who had received Preferiptions from
the Doctor; for Patients under his Care, which they
had kept on their Files. A Point of Law was urged
in Favour of the Prifoner, concerning a flaw ia the
Inditmenr, wherein the Letters were faid to be wrote
in London, and that therefore the Indi€tment could

. not be latd i Middlefex 5 but it appearing that one

of them was dated at Zwickenbam, the Matter was

over-ruled. Es TR vt

The Foreman of the Jury having pronounced him

* Gailty of HIGH-TREASON, he was asked

by the Judge, whether he chofe any particularlTirfne :

| e
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i for recenmg Sentence, and he defired the Wedn;fday |
following. Accordmgly on Wedne[day, Fune 14,he

- was brought to thé Bar, and their received Sentence,

““ Z0 be drawn on a Sledge to Tyburn, and thers>
“ to be bung by the Neck, bat cut down befere dead,
¢ bave bis Bowels taken fmt and bis Heart thrown
¢ in bis Face, and bis Body qzmrtered o

He held his Handkerchiet up to his Face while
his Sentence was read ; and being asked it he had
any Thing to offer in his Behalf, he defired a Fort-
night toprepare for his End, which the Court gmnted
and allowed him till the rzch of Juty "
The Docttor after having received his Sentence,
applied to the Spanifh Ambaflador, who foltici-
ted Mercy for him; but this Sollicitation being
very cooly recelved his next Effort to fave his
~ his Life was a Repreientetlon made to the Mi-
niftry of the Difcoveries he could make. This
had fo much Effe&. that.a Council being held a.
Reipite of his Execution for a Fortnight was or-
dered, which was fent to Newiafe early on Wed-
'-_mzfday Morning the 12th of lzflfu- thie Day-ap-.
pointed for his Execution. -

This Relpite was fo uspexzpelted, that feveral
-new Jcaffolds had been ereCied at Tyburnm, to ac-
comodate Perfons delirous of {ecing the Execution,
and a prodigious Number of }’Lopmj ol both 6exes, |
had feated themfelves early 1n the Morning to
make fure of good Places; fo that his not being
executed .occahioned grear Quarrels ; the JSpec-
tators having paid h=lt a Crown, and two &hil-
llngs for their JSeats, nd infitted qun haviog their
Money returned. S '
 After this he wgs three Times taken up to-
- the Cockpit at Whitehall, and examined: for fe-il
vera

1& |
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"-_.Jal Heurs each Tlmc, and. in *confmleme c;f
" his Treachery as well ‘as Treafon, many o,*‘ler
--'wPerfons have been. fince [uwately apprehzided’;
~~but their Crimes are not yer publickly alle dge.d
agalnﬂ: them, as there are Others, attamed by him
of , divers Felonjes, whlch are . not. aq: g,re,fént
3 fﬁken up. e : -
It 15 pow apprehended chat the Do&or wd] not
fuITer ; but it feems he has not received any y po-
- firive Aﬁ‘urancea, being kept in_ fufpence in order. .
- to induce him not only to make lecoverles- but.

- to_provide the Government' With proper Ev1dence 3
for convi&ing his Confederate:,

. His laft Refptte 1S l:lll the Fight Ddy of \"' EEY "
vember next. . . | e Al
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