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THE following pages exhibit so full and faithful a detail of
facts attested by persons, many of them eye witnesses of the
hornd scenes, and severe sufferers by the outrages and devasta-
tions there described, that they hardly need a comment or ile
Justration. 1t may not, however, be amiss to make one remark
that cannot fail to have considerable weight, and it is this, that
several Gentlemen, some of whom are now in England, who
subscribed the different Addresses to (zovernor AINSLIE, Were
at that very period at variance with him on seme political ques=
tions, mnotwithstanding which, with a candour and liberality
highly honorable to them, and impelled by a proper feeling
of their obligation to him for the signal services he had
rendered the Colony, and yielding to the irresistible force of
truth alone, volunteered their attestations in his favour; attesta=
tions, therefore, that cannot be either suspected or impeached.
From -what authority Mr. Gordon, Sir S. Romilly and Mr,
Smith derived their infermatior we are unable to conjecture,
but of this we are firmly counvinced by our knowledge of the
purity of those Geutlemens’ principles and character, that the
charges apd insinuations with which they attacked General
AINSLIE, could have originated only in the most flagrant mis-
representation, and that converted by the unequivocal evidence
now offered them, they will, in justice to that Gentleman, re-
tract their former injurious assertions of him, that they will
endeavour to heal the wound they have made in his reputation,
and will, on mature recousideration of the subject » from bemg
his accusers, become liis advocates.

Roseav, September Tthy 1814,
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To the Right Hon. Earl BATHURST, His
Majesty’s Principal Secretar: y of State
for the Colonies, §c. §c.

R"’ E, the President and Members of his Ma-
jesty’s Honourable Council of Dominica, cannot
help observing with equal regret and surprise,
after the unanimous and unqualified testimony
which we have already borne to the meritotious
conduct of Major-General Aixstig, in his well-
timed suppression of the rebellion among the ne-
gro slaves of this island, that the same injurious
prejudices and misrepresentations which were; ‘in
part, the cause of his recall, still appear to exist
in their full force, and to operate against him with
unabated influence—prejudices; however, EVle
dently originating 1n the most glaring error and
mis-information ; but error and mis-information
little to be expected in the quarter where they ap.
peared ; for we find it roundly asserted in the
House of Commons by a late Law Officer of the
Crown, of distinguished eminence in his prof'es.
sion; that General AiNSLIE, by a power vested in
him as' Governor, had reduced free men to slavery,
and deprived nearly seven hundred negroes of their
freedom, and that he strongly suspected that the

war against these people was nothing more than a
B
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pretext for recruiting the slave-gangs, since they
could no longer be supplied by importation.

Now your Lordship well knows, that no Go-
vernor of a Colony where the British laws prevail,
is invested with any power, either of reducing a
free man to slavery, or of opposing the manumis-
sion of a slave; nor do we know of a single in-
stance where General Airnstik has ever made so
violent and arbitrary an attempt. We therefore
cannot but deem it extremely hard, that the Go-
vernor should thus have his feelings wounded and
insulted, and his character blackened and loaded
with unmerited reproach ; that he should be held
up to public odium as an oppressor of the slave,
and an enslaver of the free, as a contemner and
violator of the laws, an abuser of his authority,
and an arbitrary, unfeeling tyrant—That he should
meet with censure where he merits praise, and be
denounced for punishment where he is entitled to

reward. A portrait this, no one feature of which
bears the least resemblance to that gentleman.

Under this strong mmpression we beg leave, my
Lord, to renew the expressions of our gratitude
and obligations to GovernorAinstir, for the signal
gservices he has rendered this (Colony, by his reduc-
tion of those rebellious hordes which not long
since threatened our lives and properties, and in
refutation of the charges brought against him of
inhumanity and undue severity in his prosecution
of that object ; we owe it to him to add, that he
invariably acted on that occasion with marked le-
nity, forbearance, and moderation, and that the
few examples of rigour which he made in terrorem
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to the rest, were of those only who, by an extra-
ordinﬁry perseverance in their enormities and atro-
cities, and by a contempt of the offers of pardon
on their return to duty, and in defiance alike of
threats, had forfeited all clain to mercy, and were
such examples only as sound policy dictated, and
imperious necessity demanded. It is our decided
epinion, therefore, that General AixsLie is as
much entitled to the thanks and approbation of his
Majesty’s Government on the subject of the war
against the negro slaves, as he 1s of this community,

ARCHIBALD GLOSTER,
President of Council,

CounciL CHAMBER, Aug. 16, 1815,

S TS @) @ S

Dominica, August 17th, 1813.
My Lorp,—1 have the honour to enclose an

Address to your Lordship, unanimously voted by

his | \la;estv s' Board of Council of this Island yes-
terday.

It 1s with much satisfaction that I am directed
to transmit this tribute of applause to your Lord-
ship, through his Lxcellency Governor AINSLIE,
as 1f w1ll I trusg, not only evnﬂe to his Majesty’s
Ministers the sense entertamed by this branch of
the Colonial Legislature, of his merits and services
in the successful extinction of a most dangerous
rebellion of the punaway slaves, but may also tend

to remove any unfair representations of his motives
B 2
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and conduct which may have been made in the Im-
perial Parliament. '
I have the honour to be,
~ with respect, my Lord,
your Lordship’s most faithful
and obedient Servant,

ARCHp. GLOSTER, President.

- To the Right Hon, Eayl BATHURsT, &c. &,

EX TRACT

From the Mmutes of the House of Assembly
of Domzmca August loth 1815.

Mr. Lowndes moved seconded by Mr. Fer-
gusson. that the House resolve itself intc a Com-
mittee of the whole House, to take into considera-
tion the Report of the Committee appointed by
ballot to draw up a Statement of Facts, in order
to counteract certain mis-statements relative to the
administration of Governor MNSLIL.——Aﬂ*reed to,
Mr. Lowndes in the Chair.—After some time
spent therein, the Chairman made the following

REPORT.

The Committee ofﬁ House of Assembly of this Island,
appointed by ballot, to draw up a statement of facts,
in answer to certain strange mis-statements made in the

British House of Commons on the second of June last,
concerning the conduct of his Excellency George Robert
Ainslie, Governor of this Island, in the expeditions un-
dertaken here against the revolted and runaway negroes,
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and to report the same to the House: Do hereby report,
that they have perceived with astonishment that the sub-
ject appears to have béen intirely misunderstood in Eng<
land ; and that some of the Gentlemen who are reported
to have taken part in the debate, appear to be entirely
ignorant of the Constitution and Laws of a West India
Colony. It is well known to the House, that by a long
course of impolitic and unfortunate neglect, the woods of
this Island had not been ranged for nearly fifteen years
before, and that the late expeditions were not undertaken
until the revolted negroes, no longer contented with
simple impunity, had begun to commit active depreda-
tions upor the peaceable plantations, when prompt and
vigorous measures became absolutely necessary upon the
principle of self-preservation, to prevent the total ruin of
the colony. Governor Ainslie, before the expeditions were
undertaken, offered, by his proclamations, a free pardon
to all runaway negroes, (murderers alone excepted) who
should surrender themselves within a' certain time, and
the House full well remembers that the messengers who
carried these offers of peace, were murdered by the run-
aways, after a mock trial, by what they called a council of
war : after which their hearts were torn out, dried m
the smoke of their fires, and exhibited at the entrance of
their camps; as was detailed in evidence upon the trial
of the Chief who ordered the execution. Here was active
warfare begun by the runaways themselves, and not by
the Governor—and even after this the Ranger Corps was
constantly instructed by his Excellency, to take as many
prisoners as possible, but to kill none, unless in self-de-
fence, where the runaways attempted to defend themselves
vt et armis. 'The extraordinary assertions of Sir Samuel
Romilly, which seem to have passed uncontradicted in
the House of Commons, are well known to the House to
be totally false. That learned gentleman maintained
that, more than seven hundred of the runaways had been
reduced to slavery, and that the expeditions themselves
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were undertaken with a view of obtaining slaves by cap-
ture, tince they could no longer be obtained by importatj-
on. Whereas the whole body of the #unaways was compos-
ed of slaves who had fled from their owners; there was not
a free person among them except two deserters from his
Majesty’s regular troops, who were delivered up to their
respective regiments, and afterwards shot as deserters by
the sentence of a general court martial. Your Committee
beg leave to remind the House, that a regular census of
all the inhabitants is annually taken in this Island, and
that every proprietor of slaves is obliged to deliver in a
correct list upon oath, of all his slaves, their number and
their names, and that in such list, the number of all his
runaway slaves (if any,) must be distinctly noted, their
names, their ages, their country,and the time that they
have been absent; by means of which census, the right
of proprietorship to each runaway slave can in most
cases be distinctly traced and ascertained. The assertions
of Sir Samuel Romilly are not only not true, but not pos-
sible, since no person of free birth, and no slave regularly
and legally emancipated, can ever be reduced again ta
slavery for any offence whatever, freedom being an inde-
lible right, of which, by the law of the colony, no man
can ever be deprived. YourCommittee are at aloss to cone
ceive upon what principle of the law of England, Mr.
Gordon founded his extraordinary assertion, that many
of the runaway slaves in this island might by prescrip-
tion be cousidered as free people. It appears to your
Committee, that the law of England acknowledges no
such prescription. If a man accept of his Majesty’s
bounty, enlist in one of his Majesty’s regiments, and
afterwards desert, he would never be allowed to plead
prescription or length of absence in his defence—such a
plea would be considered as adding contumacy to guilt.l
The law of Lngland is in all cases the same. A man is
liable to be tried for the commission of a felony more
than an age after the offence, and i1s moreover subject to
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all the risks attending the delay. All the witnesscs who
might have appeared in his defence, may be dead at the
time of the rrial, yet the absence of those witnesses
cannot be pleaded in defence; as the law considers that
the prisoner is the cause of his own danger, by not sur-
rendering himself in due time to justice. It appears,
therefore, clearly and decidedly to your Committee, that
his Excellency Governor Ainslie, in planning and con-
ducting the expeditions against the revolted negroes,
did no more than perform his duty in the strictest sense
to his Majesty and to this colony; that he never ex-
ceeded it in the smallest degree; that he always offered
mercy in the first instance, and never had recourse to
rigorous measures until mercy bhad been offered in vain.
His Majesty’s Government in England acted in the same
manner about four years since, to that lawless body of
men who assumed the name of Luddites, but the execu-
tions and the transportations were more numerous than
they were among the revolted negroes, although your
Committee are not apprized that the Luddites added
murder to felony, and they were never accused of con-
demning and executing peace officers, carrying his Ma.

jesty’s offers of mercy, by mock tribunals of their own
creation. Upon the whole, therefore, your Committee
hope that their Report will tend to counteract the false
impression which seems to have prevailed partially in
the House of Commons as to the conduct of Governor

Ainslie towards the revolted negroes in this colony.

JOHN LOWNDES,

THO. H. FERGUSSON,
R. H. NIGHTINGALE,
Members of the Committee,

Mr. Court moved, seconded by Mr. Lowndes,

that the Report be confirmed. Agreed to unani-
mously. - 199 '
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‘Mr. Andrew Keay moved, seconded by Mr.
Lowndes. That an extract of the minutes of this
Day, with the Report of the Committee_mlative
to the mis-statements made in the House of
Commons, concerning the administration of Go-
vernor Ainslie, be printed in the Roseau Gazette,
and that the Speaker be directed to sign and trans-
mit a copy of the same, to the Right Honourable
Earl Bathurst, his Majesty’s principal Secretary
of State for the Colonies. — Agreed to unani-

mously.
Wu. ANDERSON, Speaker,

[A true Extract.]

E. H. BEACH, Clerk of Assembly.

Dominica, August 18th, 1815.

My Lord,—In compliance with the directions
of the Honourable the House of Assembly of this
Island, I have now, with the greatest personal sa-
tisfaction, the honour to hand te you a.Copy of a
Report of a Committee of that House, appointed
by ballot on’ the 15th instant, unanimously con-
firmed, relating to the mis-statements that have
taken place ‘in the House of Commons, with re-
spect to the administration of Governor Ainslie,
in this Island.. - -

This, ‘with ihe Repor.t, 1s-transmitted t'hl‘Ol'lg‘h
the hands of Governor Ainslie, whose speedy re-



turn to his Government, Iy in conjunction with 2
large majority of this community, anticipate with
pleasure. '
I have the honour to be,
My Lord,
Your very obedient,
Humble Servant,
Wu. ANDERSON, Speaker.

To the Right Honorable Earl Bathurst,
his Majesty’s Principal Secretary oi}
State for the Colonies, &c. &c.

N e i gl .}

DOMINICA.

WE, the Inhabitants, Planters, and Merchants of
the Island of Dominica, respectively beg leave to

convey to your Lordship our expressions of sincere
regret that, after the clear and ample testimony we

bore to the meritorious services rendered to this
Colony, by Major General Ainslie, in his extinction
of a most formidable rebellion among the Maroons,
a copy of which testimony 1s hereto annexed, and
that document reinforced by two others to the
same effect, from the two branches of the legisla-
ture, should not have proved satisfactory and pre-
cluded as ynnecessary, any further enquiry 1ato his
conduct on that occasion, a conduct which has
justly gained him the affections and gratitude of
every class of this community, which his well-
timed and vigorous exertions rescued from the
brink of ruin, and from therevival of those hor-
rid scenes of | 1785, when numerons estates

C
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were set-on ' firé’ and totally destroyed, and their
owners massacred, Noris there any thing idle or
fanciful in this idea, for it has been lately proved,
on the most incontrovertible evidence; that many
valuable lives had been denounced; and would
have been sacrificed by those desperate assassins,
but for the very critical frustration of their diaboli-
cal purpose by Major General Ainslie’s prompt

and Vlgorous ﬂttadk and final suppression of them.
A poor harmless Carib, a soldier of the 4th West

India regiment, and a white man named M*Farlane,
they actually did murder in the most wanton and
cruel manner; and Mr- Alexander Robinson, a re-

spectable Planter, whom they were in the act of
drowning as he ‘was crossing a river, on the road

near to his estate, providentially escaped out of
their ruffian hands, in - consequence , of the acci-
dental appearance of some people. that alarmed
them so as to abandon. their almost strangled
PIeY s ik hese_,}assassins were afterwards taken,
tried, and executed.

For our hair-breadth escape from these dangers,
and these horrors, for our happy return to our
present state, and secure cstablishment of tranquil-
lity and repose, we feel and gratefully acknow-
ledge ourselves indebted - solely to the judicious
measures, and unremitting activity of Major-Ge-
neral Ainslie, who we anmously pray may be
¢peedlly restored to us.

Rosean, July zgth, 1815.

Right Hon. iian-l'Batilurst, his Majesty’s Principal
.. Secretary of State for the Colenies, &c.
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e e R L B | A e
DoyiNica.~—To his Excellency GEorgE ROBERT
Aixsuig, Iisq. Captain General and Governor
n C/az'qf im and over the said Island, Chancellor,
Vice- Admral and Ordinary of the same, &c. e.
WE, the Planters, Merchants, and Tnhabitants
of the Island of Dominica, penetrated with a just
sense of the important services which your'Egcel-
lency has rendered generally to the inhabitants of
this colony, and more particularly to the Planters
and owners of slaves, by your judiciéus and salu-
tary measures, for the suppression of a most alarm-
ing and dangerous rebellion among the Maroons,
that has for a long series of years existed, and was
daily increasing in number, force, and audacity,
to the great terror and annoyance of the commu-
nity, feel it an act of justice, and a debt of gra-
titude due to your Excellency, to bear our unqua-

Ilﬁed testlmonv to your meritorious and well timed
exertions on this very serious and critical occasion,
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~ Whilé we highly admire and applaud the*ma:
deration ‘and forbearance which you evinced in the
first instance, ‘in ‘your benevolent endeavours to
convince these-deluded and misguided wretchés of
their error, and bring them to a sense of their diity,
by issuing proclamation after proclamation, offer-
ing a free pardon to all such as should voluntarily-
surrender themselves, and return to their owners,
we sincercly lament that these mild and lenient
measuires, instead of producing the desired and na~
turally expected eflect on these poor infatuated
people, were not only treated by them with de-
fianceand contempt, but evidently served to height-
en their boldness and insolence, and to encourage
them 1n their atrocities and enormities ; they per-
haps attributing, if we may judge by their subse-
quent increased violence, and by the reinforce-
ments which flocked to them, this moderation on
the part of your kxcellency, either to the weak-

ness or timidity of your (Government,

‘We were particularly gratified in observing the
hur_nanity and consideration of your Excelleney,’
in not only ordering the delivery to their owners,”
of all children immediately afier they were taken,
butin repeated instances granting a full and uncon-
ditional pardon to the mothers of children, al-
though the lives of some of them were forfeited to
tfne laws of their country, and the others subject
to banishment, |
~ What will their most specious and partial advo-
cate attempt to plead in defence or palliation of
these desperate and daring rebels, when he is in-
formed, thatin return for your most gracious offer
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of merey and pardon, on condition of their cone
trition and promise of future good behaviour, they
barbarously murdered two men, the bearers of
your Excellency’s commission ; aud that, ot con-
tent with this act of savage ferocity, they had the
unparalleled audacity to offer a reward of Two Thou-
sand Dollars for your ExceLriExcy’s HEAD 2
What will he say, when heis told, that they have
been known to enter the town at midnight ? That
they have broken open and robbed private houses ?
That they have made violent irruptions in nume-
rous bodies, armed with cutlasses and guns, and
committing depredations and murders, both by

night and day, on the surrounding estates, and
plundered them of all kinds of previsions and live

stock ; that they have even foreibly carried away:
slaves, and put to death those who attempted to

make their escape from them ; and that they have

made their camp an asylum for deserters from his
Majesty’s troops, three of which description were

lately tried by a Court Martial, under the orders
of the Commander of the Korces, and sentenced,
one to receive a thousand lashes, and to be branded
in the arm with the letter D. and the two others
to be shot. |

- After this short and uunexaggerated recital of
their crimes and enormities, the catalogue of which
mlght be greatly enlarged, we should have felt as
much disposed to censure your Excellency had
you not adopted the necessary measures you have
done for the reduction of this dangerous intestine
enemy, as we now are to testify our warmest ap-
probation and perfect satisfaction at the energy and
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perseverance with which you have-acted. . We are
convinced that your acts in this respect, have been
no less acts of mercy than of justice, and that
many valuable lives would have been sacrificed,
had your Excellency exercised much longer for-
bearance ; nor do we even think it 1mprobable, that
a general insurrection of the negroes, and an indis-
criminate massacre of the whites, and free people
of colour, might have proved the result of such

excessive lenity,

We therefore cannot refrain from acknowledging
our great obligations to your Excellency, for the
wise and hitherto successful policy you have pur-
sued on this pressing emergency ; a policy, which
has rescued our lives and properties from the im-
pending horrors and dangers which but lately
threatened them. '

- The examples which imperious necessity re-
quired you to make of a few notorious offenders,
have had the desired effect, by striking a proper
terror into the minds of all those turbulent and
mutinous slaves, who had before betrayed a dis-
position to revolt, and threatened to join the Max
roons. We now enjoy blessings to which we had
long been strangers, security, confidence, and re-
pose, the fruits of your Excellency’s Vtgllance and
exertions ; in which we are persuaded you were
mﬂuem,ed by no other view than that of promot-
Ing the tranqullhty and welfare of the colony over
Whlch you prt,mde

It is with regret we learn your E‘:Ccllency S in-
tended departurc, paltmulcnlv when we contem-

plate the po‘:mble consequences of your lemlnu'

D
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the colony at this eritical juncture ; and, our most
earnest desire 1s, that your kxcellency could be
induced to remain among us until such time as the
object, so mearly brought to a termination, shall
be finally accomplished.—Should you, however,
Sir, have veasons for deciding otherwise (an event
we shall deeply regret), accept our best wishes for

your Excellency’s speedy return to your Govern-
ment.

(Signed by) H. C. C. NEWMAN,

Reetor of the Parish of St. George, CHAIRMAN,

And 162 Planters, Merchants, and Inhabitants,
Rosean, June 1sth, 1814.

Do the Right Hon. Earl BATHURSTT, his
Mejesty’s Principal Secretary of State
for the Colonies, §c.

WE, the Coloured Inhabitants of the Town of
Roseau, Island of Dominica, having heard that
General A1nsLiE 1§ représented in England as our
Oppressor,

Humbly beg leave to inform your Lordship, that
during his administration’ here, we had not any
cause to complain of him, less so than of any for-
mer Governor, and must impartially avouch, that
he neither was oppressive nor injurious to us ;
therefore, in a strict sense of honou¥, do unaui-
mously assert he has been falsely accused.

We most gratefully express our thanks to Gene-
ral Arnsiig for the vigorous measures he adopted,
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to suppress the runaway slaves, as our lives and
properties were in imminent danger, and parti-
cularly that of appointing one or more Commis-
sioners in the different parishes to receive the
erievances of the slaves, and to alleviate, as much
as possible, the state of those in the employ of
their owners.

We conclude with our good wishes to Governor
Aixstig, hoping his affairs may meet a speedy
termination, and that his return to this Govern-
ment may not be protracted.

We have the honour to be,
Your Lordship’s most humble

And obedient Servants,

SUBSCRIBERS' NAMES.

Pascal Laudar, Edward Seignoret,
Aime Blondel, Severin,
Wm, Cubbin, J. B. Maximin,
Thomas Vings, J. L. Lazaranne,
Johun Vings, Noel Dejean,
Michael Boland, J. B. Asser,

F. Fontaine, J. B. Riviere,
Peter Finn, Charles Mels,
J. Firet, A. Gerote,

L. Urbain, Rigi Baugo,

J. B. B_elotte, A. Renolds,

R. Giraudel, B. Sergenton,
Noel I’Abbeé, B. Darroux,

A. Eloriel, | ~ Peter Giroux,
George Galon, Ceril Jolly,

E. Eynard, Benjémin Dye~,
Laurent Poulaint, James Rastock,

D3
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J. B. Thoro, . F. Cerille,
P. Dubuison, Ji¢ Dominique,
J. B. André, L. Moulque,

Jose ph Andrré? Botil.

S. Lawny,

To the Right Hon. Earl BATHURS'T, lus
Majesty’s Prmczpal Seeretar y of State
for the Colonies, §&e.

WE, the Free People of Colour, Planters, of the
Island of Dominica, most humbly beg leave to ex-
press to your Lordship, as an act of strict justice
to our best fiiend Major-General Aixstig, the
concern we feel, to learn the injurious prejudices
which are entertained, and misrepresentations
which have been circulated of him at home as an
oppressor of us, and as hostile to our order, than
which a greater calumny was never uttered or. in-
vented, as he has invariably treqted us with the
greatest ponsulemtmn, has always been ready to
listen to our complaints, and to redress our griev-
ances, and made us the objects of his peculmr
Care; M pmof of which, among various others,
that he has our welfare and intcrests at heart, and
not less those of the slave population, he has ap-
pointed gentlemen of the first respectability in
every parish of the island as Commissioners to
hear complaints, and to report all instances of op-
pression, cruelty, or ill-usage, that they may
come to the knowledge of—-—a plan, perfectly ori-
gmal and unprecedented, ealculated to check and
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keep in awe the ill-disposed, and to producé the
most beneficial effects.

IFor these and many other reasons, we cannot
resist the impulse that actuates us to repel the un-
warrantable attempts that have been made to pre-
judice our Governor 1n the eyes of the British na-
tion, by depicting him as an enemy to the colour-
ed classes of the community, of which not one so-
litary 1nstance can be adduced ; and for the same
reasons we chearfully re-echo our former testimony
of our unanimous approbation of the general ad-
ministration of his government, and of his con-
siderate attention in particular to us, and to our
Order. Accordingly it is our ardent wish and
prayer, that he may be speedily restored to us.

Dominica, July S80th, 1815.

SUBSCRIBERS’ NAMES.

F. Bellemy, S. Paxrian,

F. Bougrnenon, J. B. Dubuc,

J. Blulhan, E. Ravariere,
Renne Claud, Leonard Gallis,

A. Dubue, S. Fournette,

J. Carellis, . St. Mark Royer,
J. P. Pichaud, Joseph Marie,

M. Chavaroche, Pierre Loyer,

S. P.-Berseger, J. B. Fournette, Sen.
(. Menier, J. B. Fournette,
E. Lambert, Remi Fournette,
C. Fanconier, S. George Codocey
L. J. Dubue, C. Certiff,
Jacques Luce, F. Fournette,

J. P. Pacquet, Henry Latail,

J. B. Memains, J. B. Royer,

H. Vacher, St. Andre Parvitte,



L. Lecointe,
J. B. Lecointe,
P. Laudar, fils,
J. F. Roudet,
Wm. Counlby.
B. Fermmn,

A. Fountra,
Leuss Reoyer,
Alexander Deputy,
George Royer,
FP. Lattant,
George Royer,
G. Scipion,

B. Royer,
"Thomas Champ,
B. Royer,
Louis Royer,
George Royer,
B. Roux,

J. B. Littant,
R. Desabaye,
R. Dubeois,

M. Dubets,

V. Royer,

L. Cenecour,
P. Gacket,

E. Tavernier,
E. Laudat,

C. L. Titre,

J. M. Lafiel,
Charles Pacquet,
Robert Devie,
F. Belott,
E. Monse,

P. Laudar,

P. Chavaroche,
J. P. Romains,
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Paville,

D. L. Laville,
— Paville, Jun,
A. G. Laville,
D. Le Blanc,
D. Le B. Ferant,
J. B. Roux,

M. S. Lavilile,
Thomas Leslie,
M. Chopin,

G. Dt:m.gl:el\sjjlP

P. Pompone,

A. Fontaine,

L. Florant,

D. Stewart,

C. Le Mﬁltl’&‘,
M. Rouer,

J. C. Serrant,
L. Dubucq,

N. Dubucq,
George Dubucq,
C. Barron,

T. Anselme,
Casimir Barron,

E. Pacquitte,
Louis Ceser,
Jean Gl&b‘Ej
P. J. Thtre,
C. Durand,
J M. Titre,
F. Morise,
C. Baron, Jun.
Louis Titre,
P. L. Titre,
G. Paxnan,
B. Loyer,

B. Berard.
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Address from the Free Coloured Inhabitants
to Governor AINSLIE, dated June, 1814.

WE, his Majesty’s dutiful and loyal Subjects,
the Inhabitants of Colour of this Island, having
heard of your Excellency’s premature departure,
beg leave to offer our sincere acknowledgments
and grateful thanks for your Excellency’s timely
and judicious measures taken in suppressing the
latc rebellion among the runaway slaves of this
island, and we say in almost extirpating them
from the woods, where they so long inhabited, and
which rendered our lives and properties in perpe-
tual danger, until the wise steps adopted by your
Excellency had restored peace and tranquillity to
every 1adividual in this community ; under these
circumstances we cannot but regret your Excel-
lency’s departure, and we sincerely hope that your
Excellency’s absence will not be of a long dura-
tion, as we feel in reflecting that all your Excel-
lency’s exertions have been for the well being, good
policy, and welfare of this colony.

We therefore offer our most fervent prayers and
cordial wishes for your Excellency’s sate arrival in
England, and a speedy return to your &overnment,

Roseau, June 91, 1814.
(Signed by}  Wa. ROSSINGTON,
And 162 Free People of €olour.
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His Excellency the GovERNOR, to his Ho-
nour the PRESIDENT and CoUNCIL, and
his Honour the SPEAKER of the House
of Assembly.

- THE Governor informs the Honourable Board
and House, that his Royal Highness the Prince Re-
gent has signified his pleasure through Earl Ba-
thurst, Secretary of State for the Colonies, that
he should return to Europe to give some explana-
tion relative to the operations cairicd on against
the Maroons,

GEO. R. AINSLIE, Govcr‘nlor..

Government-House, 21st June, 1814.

e e 2 S L P e

His Honour the PresipeEnT and CoUNCIL fo
his EXCELLENCY the Commander in Chief.

THE Board have to acknowledge the receipt of
your Excellency’s Message of yesterday, and to
express their regret, that any explanation which
may be judged necessary respecting the operations:
lately carried on against the rebellious and run<
away slaves in the .woods of this sland, should
have induced his Royal Highness the Prince Re-
oent to consider it necessary to siguify his pleas
sure that your Fxcellency should return to Europe
for that purpose. |

When the Board look back to the alarming state
of this Colony about six months ago, at which
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period, notwithstanding your Excellency’s repeat-
ed offers of pardon to these misguided people, their
number not only continued rapidly to increase, but
their previous depredations and outrages were fol-
lowed up even by assassination, events which not
only threatened the total subversion of order and

discipline among the slave pepulation, but highly
endangered the lives of the white inhabitants, The
Board consider that they have great reason to re-
turn thanks to your Excellency for the prompt and
efficient measures, which, when clemiency failed;
you adopted to suppress, and bring to their duty

such hordes of lawless banditti,
The exertions of the parties of militia ordered

on service, and the Colony Rangers under your Ex-
cellency’s able directions, the Board eonsider as
highly commendable, asthey have beer in an emis=
nent degree successful , and the Board cannot but
lament, that your Excellency’s departure will not
permit you to bring this warfare to a final and fas
vourable conclusion.

ARCHp. GLOSTER, President,

Council Chamber, 22d June, 1814.

—————-*—-—_

His Honour the SPEAKER and House of As-
sembly, to his EXCELLENCY the Com-
mander in Chief ' *

THE House have to acknowleage the receipt of

your Excellency’s message of yesterday, CoINMmue-
nicating to us the pleasure of his Royal Highness

¢ I dissolyed this House, for neglect of their important dugies to their
constituents.—Geo. R. A, | '
k
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the Prince Regent to have some explanation from
yourself in person, relative to the operations car-
rying on against the Maroons.

The House cannot view without extreme regret,
that the wise and salutary imeasures adopted by
your Excellency, in a service of such vital impor-
tance to the safety and welfare of the Colony,
should have been so far misconeeived 1n the mother
country as to render such explanation necessary.
The state of alarm of this Colony when your Ex-
cellency entered on the command, from the in-
creasing nambers and audacity of those lawless ban-
ditti, not only fully justified, but imperiously called
for the most vigorous measures to suppress them.

Regardless of the repeated offers of pardon held
out to them in your several proclamations to that
effect, these misguided people not only spurned
at your offers, but, interpreting them as a proof
of their weakness and inability to carry on offen-
sive operations against them, actually became
more and more turbulent and enterprising. Be-
sides various predatory excursions on the planta-
tions, and the most audacious threats, have they
not imbrued their hands in the blood of a defence-
less white inhabitant of this island, and one of his
Majesty’s regular soldiers, and mangled the bo-
dies ef their unfortunate victims ¢ Have they not
muidered the bearers of your Excellency’s Pro-
clamations inviting them to submission, and offer-
ing forgiveness for past offences—the harbingers of
peace respected by the most barbarous tribes ?

It would be superfluous to enumerate the va-
rious excesses of these unprincipled vagabonds,
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whose daring conduct would have justified the se-
verest retribution. In no iastance, however, have
their crimes been visited by severer punishment
than what is daily inflicted in the mother country,
for offences far less dangerous to the peace and
security of society. |

We trust, therefore, that when his Majesty’s
Government are correctly informed of the magni-
tude of the danger that threatened the Colony,
and from which we haye escaped through the wise
and vigorous measures pursued by your Excel-

lency for the suppression of the Maroons, your
conduct on this occasion will appear fully justified

by existing circamstances.

JOHN GORDON, Speaker.

House of Assembly, June 22d, 1814.

EXTRACT of an Address from his Ex-
cellency the GOVERNOR to the New
House of Assembly.

MR. SPEAKER AND GENTLEMEN,

I Have directed returns of casualties since the
- commencement of the Maroon war to be laid be-
fore you, and I earnestly recommend a certain
Provision to be made for those men who have been
maimed in freeing the country from bands, who
carried desolation and terror wherever they appear-

ed. I congratulate the House con the return to
E 2
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their masters and habits of industry of so many
Maroons, the interior (of which not long since
they had entire possession) being almost free from
those sanguinary marauders. The supreme head,
as well as the principal cbiefs, have been Killed
with arms in their hands, and the colony enjoys a
security which it has net known for a long series
of years, Juystice has been appeased by the sa-
crifice of eight or ten lives at the place of execu-
tion, a necessity always to be deplored, but in this
instance unavoidable, when we consider that this
daring banditti was so formidable at the com-
mencement of the year, as to cause the senior *
Member of - his Majesty’s Council to seek refuge in
town with his family, and ask for a party of regular
troops 1o protect his property, althou0h only half a
mile distant. It is still fresh in the Iecollectlon of
every petson, thata short time previous to my as-
suming the Government, a hady of twenty armed
Maroons entered this town, the capital of the island,
and after robbing a house in one¢ of the prmmpql
streets to the amount of six hundred dollars in pro-
visions, &c. retired unmolested ——Exampie was
necessary to prevent a recurrence of these scenes,

GEO. R. AINSLIE, Governor.

Government-House, October 14th, 1814,

* Hon Benjamin Lucas, now President of the Island.
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EXTRACT from the Reply of the Assem~
bly, to hus Excellency GEORGE ROBERT
AiINsLIE, Governor and Commander in

Chief, §c. §ec.

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,

WE are perfectly persuaded that the examples
made by your Excellency were unavoidable—that
the promptness with which they were made had
the desired effect of saving wmany valuable lives,
and that thereon ultimately depended the vital ex-
1stence of the Colony.

We shall duly attend to your Excellency's re-
commendation to provide for the public revenue,
and the keeping up the Ranger Corps, of whose

service this House is duly sensible ; trusting that
a reduction in that corps will take place, when the

nature of the circumstances will permit : it being
the wish of the House to give perfect efficiency to
your Excellency’s measures, and entertaining a
perfect confidence that you will be the first to an-
nounce the time when a reduction in that corps will
take place. '

Wx. ANDERSON, Speaker.

House of Assembly, October 10th, 1814..
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EXTRACT of a Message from his Excel-

lency the GOVERNOR, to his Honour the
President and Council.

THE Governor thinks it right to inform his
Honour the President, and the Honourable Board
of Council, that he intends returning to Ingland,
and shall embark on the 8th of November for that
purpose. The ohject of his going, is to give fur-
ther explanation on the subject of the Maroons,
than can be conveyed in a dispatch.

GEO. R. AINSLIE, Governor.

Government-House, Oct. 24th, 1814 *

EXTRACT of an Address from his Ho-

nour the President and Council, to his
Excelleney the GoverRNOR and Com-
mander itn Chief.

Tue Board learn with regret your Excellency’s
intention of so soon leaving the Colony; but as
the object of your Excellency’s visit to England is
merely to give further explanation to his Majesty’s
Ministers respecting the Maroons in this Coleny,
they are pleased to find that your Excellency’s ab-
sence 1s likely to be of so short duration.

ARCHp. GLOSTER, President.

pouncil Chamber, October ¢5th, 1814.

* The same to the House of Assembly.
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EXTRACT from the Message of s Honour
the SPEAKER and House of Assembly,

to his Excellency the Governor and
Commander in Cheef.

THE House have received with regret the no-
tification of yeur Excellency’s so speedy intended
departure, as they could have hoped that the ob-
ject which your Excellency’s prompt, energetic,
and judicious measures have so nearly brought to a
final termination (the Marcon war) had been pre-
viously completely accomplished ; yet, when they
reflect that the existence of this dangerous intes-

tine evil 1s now nearly extiact, and that it is what
forms the subject for which your Excellency’s pre-

sence is required in England, they cannot refrain
from expressing the high sense they entertain, and
chall ever continue to entertain, of the eminent

services your Excellency has rendered to this Co-
lony, by restoring that quiet and security, which
may be justly said to have been lately in such im-
minent danger.

The House trust, Sir, that his Majesty’s Mi-
nisters will contemplate your Excellency’s conduct
through the arduous pursuit of this ferocious ban-
ditti in the same point of view as they do, and an-
ticipate in the British Cabinet the most flattering
testimony of the approbation of his Royal High-
ness the Prince Regent.

Wu. ANDERSON, Speaker.

House of Assembly, Oct, 28th, 1814,
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DomiNica.-——-The Roman Catholic Inhabi-
lants of the Parish of St. George, in
the Name of all those of the Colony,
to lus Excellency GrorGe RoOBERT
AinsLIE, Captain General and Gover-
nor in Chief in and over the said Island,

§c. §ec. §e.

DEEPLY penetrated at your approaching de-
parture for Kngland, permit us to testify the regret
we experience, and the sincere vows we make, that
the lv.royage may be as fortunate as prompt, and
that your return here may render us the security
which we have the happiness to enjoy under your
paternal government ; for without you, what
should we have become !—the victims of the mur-

derous runaways who desolated the country, and
who menaced it with total ruin; but thanks to

your administration, you have succeeded in re-
storing the calm and tranquillity to this unfortu-
nate Colony, of which it had b_en so long deprived.
Deign to receive the assurance of the high esteem
and consideration with which you have inspired
all the Catholic inhabitants, who will never forget
the benefits they have experienced from the probity
of your government, and your paternal cares.

We are, with the most profound respect,
Your very Lumble,

And most cbedient Servants,

Roseau, November 4th, 1834,
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SUBSCRIBERS’ NAMES.
Pierre ]ally, ! | J Marie, T {
J. B. Mayne De Ravanere, Alex. L. Guay,
Claude Gaume, | A. Desmarlmeres; o
E. TR 2 F H. De Beltgins,
Arnaud, L. Ch. D’Origm,
J. Le Baron, Lu. Sorhamdo,
De Lamare Benj. J. B. Petit,
L’Abbé Jean Joseph Pirou, = B. Chapiu,
P. Cuarche, J. J. Letang.

e e W B R e e e e

His Honour the President and Counctl, and
the Speaker and House of Assembly, to
his Excellency the GOVERNOR in Chief.

THE Board and House having come to the fol-

lowing resolution :—

¢« ResoLvEp—T hat the highly important services refe
dered to this Colony by the prompt and vigorous mea-
sures adopted by his Excellency Governor Ainslie, in
subduing so large a number of Maroons, demand our
warmest' gratitude, and that in consequénce he be rea
quested to accept of Two Hundred Guineas, for the
purpose of purchasing a Sworp, as a mark of their ap-
probation of his conduct in the Maroon war, regretting,
at the same time, that the state of the Colonial funds
will not enable them to be more liberal o their grant, re-

quest your Excellency’s assent thereto, and that you will -
be pleased to issue your warrant to the ‘I'reasurer for the

payment thereof. |
ARCHp. GLOSTER, President.

Council Chamber, November 17th, 1814

Wwn. ANDERSON, Speaker.

House of Assembly, November 17th, 1814.
F



His Honour the PRrEsipENT and Councily, and the
SPeAKER and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly,

to his Exeellency the GovErNor and Commander in
Chief.

THE Board and House inform your Excellency, that
they have adopted the following as an inscription on the
SWORD :—

¢ 70 HIS EXCELLENCY MAJOR GENERAL

AINSLIE,
GOVERNOR OF DOMINICA, &c. §c. &e.

This Sworbp is presented by the Two Branches of the
Legislature, in testimony of his Meritorious

Conduct in the reduction of the Mae
roons, in the Year 1814.”

ARCHp. GLOSTER, President,

"Council Chamber, November 18th, 1814.

A Wwm: ANDERSON, Speaker.

House of Assembly, November 18th, 1814,
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To the Right Hon. Earl BATHURST, his
Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State
for the Colonies, &c.

WE, the undersigned Proprietors of Estates,
Merchants, and others, interested in the Island of
Dominica, now residing in London and its vicinity,
consider it incumbent on us to represent to his
Majesty’s Secretary of State for the Colonies, the
sense we entertain of the essential services render-
ed to the Coleny of Dominica, by Major General
Ainslie, by whose spirited exertions, in dispersing
and crushing a most dangerous horde of runaway
negroes, the lives of many white people and others
were saved, and much property preserved from
total destruction.

T'hese deluded people had become so numereus,
their plans were so well formed, their communication

with the estates was so extensive, that there was much
cause to apprehend a gencral massacre of all thewhite
inhabitants, and free people of colour, who were not
immediately uader the protection of the garrison.
Such a plan was certainly formed. This dreadful
catastrophe, we believe, was averted by the mea-
sures adopted by Governor Ainslie. The nature
of the casc, unknown (o the inhabitants of this coun-
ry, require¢ prompt and decisive measures ; and
when the number of rebel slaves is considered, 74e
Jerocity of their dispositions, and the almost innume-
rable strong holds they possessed, the number of them
which were killed is comparatively small, and the
examples made, a still smaller proportion,

F 2
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We are convinced that the Proclamation, of
whlch so much has been said, was only issued to
induce the fugitives to return to their duty, that the
effusion of blood might be preveated ; it never was
acted on, nor de we believe that any act of cruelty
was committed either by order or sanction of Go-
vernor Ainslie. The few slaves who were executed,
suffered by the laws of the Colony, and the exam-
ple was most salutary, in pleservmg the lives of
many of his Majesty - loyal sub_]ects, and pro-
perty to a large amount. - ' -

We also beg leave to state, that if any censure is
passed on Governor Ainslie for his conduct on that
occasmn, it would encourage similar revolts in that
and ‘other colonies, the consequences of which it
15 unnecessary to point out.

London, 30th May, 1815.

(Signed)
James Laing, A. Turquand,
W. T. Robarts and Co. Rich. Teasdale,
James Craufurd, William Coles,
James Bourdieu, J. Ncave, ,
Wilham Fraser, Thomas Pagan,
Wm. Max. Alexander, Kender Mason,
Claude Neilson, James Woodbridge,
Henry Curry, William Robinson,
J. Montgomerie, M. Welche.

J. P. Lockhart,



SPEECH of SIR ROBERT HERON, in Defence of
MAJOR-GENERAL AINSLIE, Governor of
Domanica, in the House of Commens, 2d June, 18135.

I Risg, Sir, for the purpose of endeavouring to convince the
House, that my honourable friend has failed to make good s
charges "against’ Governor Ainslie, and that he has not esta=
blished any sufficient grounds for inducing the House to go
into the enquiry. Sir, I do entreat the House, that forgetung
on this occasion how little claim to their attention could be
made by the individual who presumes to address you, they
will grant that attention, in justice and in candour to tie cha=
racter of a veteran officer so deeply implicated in the present
question. Sir, [ willingly acknouledge the motives which have
induced my honourable friend to bring this matter forward, ju-
deed it 1s impossible to imagine any other motive, by which he
cenld be actuated on this occasion, but I fear | shall not have
it 1@ my power to give him the same credit for discretion, which
I sincerely give to his candour.

Before I proceed to state, in as few words as [ am able, withe
out exagyreration and without extenuation, what was the real
conduct of Generf;il Awmslie, as far as regards the two pl‘incipal
charges agatst him, 1 must trouble the House with a few obe
servations on xnother C}}&l‘ge which, 1n my opinion, ought never
to have been mevtioned in this House ;—1I speak of that, inwhich
ke is accused of having flogged foar black Soldiers; this charge,
tbtally unsubstuntiz'ted by any EfiFlEllCE whatever, is contained
in a letter signed I, Clapham ; this person wus first introduced
under the title of Colozel John Clapham, but, for what reason
I know not, has since bueén obhaed, Iike the Chevalier D’FEon,
to hide his manhood under female habiliments. Sir, 1T know
something of the illustrigus House of Clapham ; John Clap-
ham, who kept a gin shop, died about eighteen yeurs ago; his
widow, Colonel Mrs. Foanna :C;l{apl}ﬂm, 1S now the ouly person of
that narne upon the isiand ; -'s‘ﬁ:.h;_e 15, 1 believe, unakble to write ¥,

* This 1is since proved beyoad adpubt by a person now in London.e
Since the above was printed, Mrs. Clapham has, in presence of two re-
epectable gentlemen of Dominica, denied all knowledge of the letter. An
affidavit to this effect is now in possession of Major-General Ainslie.
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and certainly is not capable of writing the letter ascribed to her.
Had the honourable gentleman thought proper to have enquired
respecting the supposed author of this anonymous, if not forged
letter, he mght certamnly bave found many respectable persons
connected with Dominica who could have given him the infor-
wmation required. Amongst several others, are Mr. Lockhart,
a mest respectable proprietor, lately arrived, and Mr. Laing,
who resided forty-eight yearsin Dominica, the latter gentleman
,is not very obscure, as he 1s now Sheriff for the county of >m-
rey. But it was not convenient to the honourable gentleman
to enquire too deeply, he could not consent to deprive himself
of it, 1t was wanted as colouring matter, to heighten the other
charges, and to give them a complexion which does not properly
belong to them. |

A copy of this letter was sent to the Colonial Office, and as
it contained a nmlitary charge, was, by Lord Bathuist, seant to
bis Royal Highness the Commander in Chief. Now as the ho-
pourable gentleman does not even pretend, that his Royal
Highness has been wanting in his duty on this occasion, I think
he has been guilty of very great impropriety in thus attempting
to interfere with the exercise of bis Royal Highness’s diseretion,
and I hope 1 do not act contrary to the sense of this House,
when I decline, as 1 think I ought to do, to sayv one more word
upon that charge. 1 proceed to theaccusation against Governor
Asiie for flogging Jean Michelle, a free negro—that he did
flog him, 1 admnt,—that he was free, 1 deny—and now, Sir,
1 must wtroduce to the House another character,

When the Governor entered on the government at Grenada,
to which he was not appeinied, but succeeded only in conses
quence of his military rank, he found the Island in 4 very tur-
bulent state, many of the inhabitants, who are prncipally
French, being much disaffected. He found also there a man
named  Smmsmmmametnli Y 2 8| Httﬂl‘l’ley, and s {_}f
the Island. This man was united for purposes of iniguity with
- formerly ————e—eme—e— but displaced by Ge-
weral Maitland, the predecessor of General Ainshe., Governor
Ainslie dismissed Adye from the office of President of the
Councily for which he received the full approbation of
‘BMnisters.  [lence theeternal enmity of » without which,
the House would never nave heard of this charge. The ques-
tion 1s not in fact between Michelle and Governor Aislie, but
between the dismissed — and the virtuous Governor, who
protected the resources of his country. After all, Sir, for I
wish to deal fairly by the House, I must acknowledge that the
Governer, 1n flogging Michelle by bis own arbitrary authority,
was guilty of iudiscretion, but let not error be maguified inte
crime, let the motive, the act, and its effects be considered,
and mupartial justice meted to the Governar., ‘

Alexander Zenon, alias Jean Michelle 1s a runaway slave, a

native of Guadaloupe, and the property of an old French Lady




43.

at Guadaloupe ; he lainded at Grenada, (at a time when Co-
verner Ainslie had received instructions to be particularly watch--
ful respecting stmr?gers), and, following the trade of shoe-

making, took up his abode in the house of Lawrence, an old
white shoemaker ; the latter complained to Governor Ainslie

thidt Michelle had obtained a false key and robbed him: Go-
vernor Ainslie ordered Michelle to be flogged, and then shut
up it the cage, until an opportunity might arrive of sending

him out of the Island. The punishment was so lenient, that
it was reported to have been adwministered in dumb shew ; seve-
rity could not have beeu the motive, because had he referred
him to the ordinary tribunals, where the evidence of Lawrence
would have been every thing, and his own nothing, he would

bave suffered more severely, and he might likewise have sold him"
as a slave, It having been reported that Michelle was flogged
for refusingto take the oath ofallegiance, and the Governor find-
ing the beneficial effect of this report, which brought many to’
take that oath whto had before declined, did not contradict 1t;

Michelle, however, he well knew had taken the oath in another
Island; and bore with him the certificate of that fact, that it
might’ obtain him' credit for being a free man.* If Jean Mi-
chell¢ was, as has been asserted, prevented landing in Domi~
mca, the affidavits on your table prove that it was because he
was thought a dangerous character, and not in consequence of
any order from the Governor, then absent on a tour of duty, as
appears frem documents now on your table. _

Soon after this, finding that he was blamed for this hasty
aet, he determined to make all the atonement in his power,
and sent Michelle a sum of money, with which he declired
himself perfectly satisfied; but he was afterwards prevailed
upon by ———— to return the money, and commence a Pro=
pecution. Theugh this prosecution was carried on after the
General had left the Island, though the prestding judge was
the man who had also presided when the strong reso-
lutions were passed against Governor Ainslie for this transe
action, yet*the dﬁmﬂges given were only £.2 10s.!! It may
be obj-eCtEd to me that the papers proving the servitude of Mi-
chelle were not moved for in time to have them printed ; if"
there is any thing wrong in this, the error is mine ; and as
this does not seem the moment when errors are to he pardoned,
the honourable gentleman will perhaps ruke it the subject of
a charge against ze 1n the next Session of Parliament ! !}

Sir, I had seen th_e papers coneern:ng General Ainslie print-
ed, neglected, repriuted, and neglected again 3 I was pretty
well acquainted with the sort of appetite gentlemen possess
for such studies, and really thiuking this affair had been ex-
piated and set at rest, and that this was the general feeling of
the House, I thought 1t best to coufine the papers to those-

which related to Dommica,  After this, several gentlemen ex-

* Hc h‘d no certiﬁme; he tﬂOk‘ the Oath t]lﬂ.t he might obtajn one to dﬁ- .
ceive the authorities in any other island tv which he might afterwards go.
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pressing a wish to see the servitude of Michelle proved, I
moved for the papers in question, which now lie upon your
table. And now, Sir, let me ask the honourable gentleman
how often he would desire to punish the Governer for this
offence ? How often, by the spirit of the British laws, the same
offence may be punished 1n the same individual ? First, he
made all the atonement in his power to the satisfaction of the
injured person, he was then tried, (for the prosecution was
virtually against the Governor) in the Colonial Courts! an
action has been commenced against him in the courts at home,
he has been censured by Lord Bathurst; and he is now per-
secuted in Parliament ; really one might be at a loss to discover
the cause of such unrelenting perseverance ; but the honour-
able gentleman has told us, i1t 1s because Michelle was a dlack,
because the soldiers, asserted to have been punished in John
Clapbham’s letter, were dlacks, and because the Maroons in Do-
minica are &lacks, that the zeal of the honourable gentleman is
incited. Sir, their motives are laudable, their feelings are ho-
nourable to themselves, but they should remember that enthu-
siasm may be carried to a pernicious length; there 1s a bigotry
in politics as well as in religion, which ought equally to be
avoided. Good (God, Sir, 1 hope 1 shall never be thought
capable of being wanting in what is due to that much injured
race of men; 1 am ready to fight side by side with my honour=
able friend not only against the slave trade, but against slavery
itself, but I cannot forget that I likewise owe something to my
avhite fellow countrymen; I will not consent to export my
whole stock of humanity in a foreign venture, without reserving
any portion of 1t for home consumption. 3.

The honourable gentleman has found great fault with the
style of the proclamation for taking the oath of allegiance, and
it is hinted that the proclamation itself was unnecessary, Sir,
this was not the opinion of the legislature which advised the
proclamation, and the style was adopted from those which had
always been in use 1n the Island, The honourable gentleman
has also endeavoured to prove the violent language and conduct
of the Governor, by reading a proclamation in which he dis-
solves the House of Assembly at Dominica; I willingly con- -
sented to the reading of that preclamation, because nothing
can be more strongly against the case the honourable gentle-
man wishes to make out. Can any thing tend more to prove
the high esteem in which the Govervor was held, than to find,
that when he had thought 1t necessary in the discharge of his
duty to dissolve the House of Assembly, for very suflicient and

uncontradicted reasons, that very House, which with very few
changes met again, vepeated its former addresses of the most

erfect approbartion ef the conduct of the Goveruor,  Sir, I am
Eighly grateful for the attention with which I have been ho«
noured by the House, and can assureit, 1 am dr:mi_ng‘ to a con=
clusion. On the charge which respects the proclamation in Do
minica, and thie¢ whole conduct of the Mareon War, I have ne
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indiscretion to acknowledge, I have not to deprecate censure,
but to claim approbatiﬁq and applause. The Governor 1s ace
cused of having issued a violent proclamation against the Ma-
roons; certainly the proclamation was bloody enough, but be-
fore any criminality can be attached to it, it must be proved
that he acted upon_it - _werds without an overt act constitute no
crime. 'The question is not whether my honourable friend or
I would have 1ssued such a proclamation, but whether taken
with all 1ts circumstanees, 1t was, or was not, contrary to the
duty of the Governor.

1 believe, Sir, that I am not myself capable in auy possible
sityation, of uttering a menace, which 1 do not at the moment
intend to execute, but I am sensible that instead of boastiug of
such a principle, I eught rather toapologise for entertaining an
opinion so much at variance with the uniform practice of the
civilised world. From infancy to age, menaces are amongst
the principal means for the government of society.

How often does a general proclaim te a city which he be-
sieges, that if it do not surrender by a certain day, he will give
it up to massacre and pillage ? yet was ever any general called
to account for having gained a town by such a threat, which
he, probably not very fairly, circulated amongst the soldaiers -
and citizens ! |

What is the conduct of the British legislature ? Why, Sir,
every year you enact the barbarous cede of the Articles of
War ? if they are strictly executed, the best soldier conld not
hope to live a month. Once in every year it becomes my duty
to assemble as fine a body of men as can any where be found,
1200 youths drawn chiefly from the village peasantry, and free
from the vices of towns.to these men, whose fine and cheer
ful countenances mark the goodness of their dispositions, 1 am
obliged to read these Articles of War, threatening death in
every sentence, and did any man ever yet dream of sheoting a
Local Militiaman ! How then, can this menacing proclamation
1ssued against the m_ost ferocious Insurgents, for the purpose of
preventing the effusion of blood, be charged as g erime against
the Governor ? Sir, the measures of the Governor were at once
vigorous and effective. But Imust firstinform the House what
were these Maroons ; they werc not like those 1n Jamaica; the
Jamaica Maroons are a body of men originally composed of
the Coromantyne Negroes, who fled from the Spaniards at the
first conquest of the Island by the British, and establishing
thet_nselves in the difficnlt country in its centre, sometimes yes
cruiting their number by runaway slaves, at other times giving
them.u_p, were acknowledged hy repeated treaties, and obtained
a political existence. The Dominica Maroons, on the contrary,
more namerous and far more savage, consisted entirely of run-
away SlaVQS: never acknowledged by any treaty oy truce whate
ever, It 18 very difficult for us to conceive that in an islandi
only 29 miles by 12, there should be a territory in the intenor

G
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s6 strong, that T believe it would ocecupy more days to traverse
its breadth than the distance econtains miles; this country the
Maroons inhabited, they cultivated somée provision grounds, but
their chief dependence was on plunder, robbery their subsistence,
their occupation murder. Their numbers having mncreased to
about eiglﬁa hundred, by carrying away the slaves from the
estates, the moment was arrived when the plantations . could
not have been cultivated, and the settlement must have been
abandoned; all the efforts of former governors had been inef-
fectual, and attended with great loss, and to such a degree
had the daring toldness of the Maroons iricreased, that they had
murdered the messengers Governor Ainslie sent to them with the
offer of pardon; had set a price upon his head ; and in the open
day had attacked the principal inn m the capital of the Island,
and plundered it of provisions aud ammunition. Governor Ainslie
formed a corps of one hundred and twenty Black Rangers, men
particularly calculated for this species of warfare, and at the
same moment he began his operation, he published his procla-
mation,

It cannot be said that the Rangers might think themselves
authorised by the Proclamation to commit acts of cruelty ; it
was not dificult to give precise instructions to 20 men ; such
mstructions were given, and the men were collectively and 1n-
dividually, repeatedly enjoined to exert the utmost lenity and
humanity : that they obeyed these instructions is evident from
only twelve of the insurgents being killed in the whele war-
fare. The soldiers never fired but in self-defence, after re-
ceiving the fire of the enemy; they frequently parleyed with
them from ridge to ridge, and often succeeded in persuading
them to submission. It was common to see the Ranger& CAl'=
rying upon their backs with the tenderest care, the women and
children whom they had found abandoned in the weods, and
these were taken care of at the expence of the Celeny.

I cannot agree with the honourable gentleman in thinking the
éxecution of nine persons cruel in the course of such a war;
and as to the giving up the slaves to their masters, what was to
be done with them ? He says, indeed, their masters could not
know men who had been thirty-five years in the woods ;. true,
but there were few of these, and they might know their masters.
It is a vemarkable proof of the humanity exercised towards them,
that of six hundred so given up, one instance only occurred of a
slave returning to the woods. The honourable gentleman has
told us a romantic story of a head 1n a box; however, human
blood was really shed, and I cannot treat it lightly. Sir, this
story contains its ewn answer and explanation ; the two men
were eondemned to death by a court-martial ; after a fair trial,
they were fully convicted of supplying the Insurgents with pro-
visions and ammunition: instead of cruelty, the Governor
shewed great lenity in-putting only cne of them to death. When
the head was severed from the body, the manner of its disposal
does not scem very important ; ‘the fact howeyer 1s, that it was
sent to the place where the crime was committed (in a box,) to
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be exposed on a pole ; this practice was frequent, because it was
found beneficial. By the means I have described, the Governor
succceded in putting an end to the war, and saved the colonys.
His great services have been acknowledged by addresses from
every rank and every colour, and he possesses a magnificent
sword, the unprecedented gift of the legislature, the testimony
of the high sense they entertained of his merit, But the honour-
able gentleman is of a different opinion, he says indeed that he
does not desire his punishment, but that his object is to prevent
his return to the West Indies. Is it then no punishment to see his
honourable ambition thus early blighted, his prospects of his
rising in his prcf:ssion terminated, his hopes of serving his coun-
try annihilated ? Is it nothing that with a brokeu coastitution and
a shaken reputation (shaken as it would be, if the House agreed
to the proposition of my honourable friend,) he must abandon
his family to that poverty, from which his disinterested character
and his honourable principles have alone prevented him from
emerging. |

I have now, I think, sufficiently proved that his conduct in
Dominica was highly meritorious, and that, if he was guilty of
an error in Grenada, it cannot be attributed to any base or un-
worthy motive, and that besides it has been already more than
sufficiently expiated. i

If, Sir, oune indiscreet act is to cancel the debt due to patriotic
zeal, and essential public services, there will remain but little
encouragement tor the exertions of future governors. Bring
before so rigcrous a tribunal the greatest ornaments of hu-
manity, and even they caanot hope to pass without censure.

Those whose hearts glow with the purest benevolence, whose

minds are expanded by the noblest views, are still not exempted
from the human frailty of error.

June 2d, 1315,

FINIS.
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