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TRIAL &

¢

THE Prifoner, Mr. William Onrr, 2 wealthy
farmer of Fananfhane, in the county of Astrim,
was committed to gaol for Hrea TrEAsON, un-
der the following warrant of commitiment, bear-

‘mg date the 17th of beptember 1796

‘ County

S wit. Stéwart,  commonly called
. Lord- Vifcount 'Caltlereagh,
one'L hlS Ma_]eﬂy 8 ]uﬁmes of thc Peace for fald
County

6 “the high and’ petty conﬁables for {aid
county, and their afliltants, and to the keeper of
his Majelty’s gaol for faid couuty at Carrick-

fer 1us.

Ihmeby fend you the body of ‘William Orr,
who ftands charged by examinations“upon oath,
taken before the Reverend George Macarmey,
one of his Majefty’s Juftices ot the Peace for faid
county, with High Treafon, which examinations
upon oath have been laid before me. 13 14
- Thefe are therefore in his Majefty’s name -

&c. &c

Antrzm, % By the Honourable Qobent

| Slgn ed,
CASTLEREAGH
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At the Lent Affizes 1797, he was arraigned
on an indiétment framed under the Infurrection
A&, for adminiftering unlawful oaths; he then
_pleaded not guilty, but his trial was pof’c oned
on his athdavit, {tating the abfence of a materlal
witnefs. |

At the late affizes he was put upon his trial,
on Monday the 18th day of September, before
Lord Chief Baron Yelvertonj two witnefles ap-
peared againft him, one of the name of Wheatly,
and another of the name of Lindfey, both.pri-
yate foldiers in .the Fifefhire regiment of fen-
cibles.

Wheatly fwore, That in Apnl I 96 he had
been in Scotland on furlough and was on his re-
turn by Antrim to join his regiment then quar-
tered at Derry, That he then, upon the 24th er
25th of that month, met with feveral perfons who
fwore him into the brotherhood of United Irifh-
‘men, and afterwards took him to the houfe of the
prifoner, whom they found employed in fowing
flax in his field. He fwore that an aflembly was
called in the houfe of the prifoner,, who ated as
Chairman or Secretary, which he called a Baro-
nial Committee; and that there it was debated,
‘whether ' he ﬂ'rould be entrufted with the printed
‘conftitutions of the Society, in order to promote
the inftitution among his fellow foldiers. = That it
‘was agreed that he fhould have one. That an
‘oath was thereupon adminiftered to him by the
prifoner, which was to keep, the fecrets of Unit-
~¢d Irifhmen; and not for any reward or punifh-
ment to difcover on them. The witnels threw
many circumf{lances about arms and a Northern
Star, which were fhewn to him, alfo a draw-well

to put the Ariftocrats into.
: - He
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'He ifwore that'all he did was throu h*fear
of his life, which they threatened.. ’lhat he
was told they had ‘armed men. enough to get a
rctorm by force, if they could not by fair means;
and. that -if they-did not get a ireform by iau
means, they would overturn the-government.—

" He faid, that the intention of the Society, and
cenlequently of the prifoner, was to aflift the
¥rench; that it was fo explained-to: him, and
that at that meeting it was fo- deaef'mmed and
added many circum{tances of aggravation, tend—
ing ‘to. reprefent the cath and the-affociation as = a
hemoully wicked and treafonable, .. And atdame =
time {wore, that the book from which the oath
was adminiftered was given to him as his guide.
On:his crois exammation by Mr. Corran,; he ‘
denied that herhad ever offered to delert, or aik-
‘edifor money~with-that vielv. frem any-body,

~but was ofiered méneyi to. inducechim- by a:pes-
fon in Belfally which heo refuted! - He wasi afk-

‘edif the had:ifent any cartridges tor Mr. . Opr,
‘when' in prifony as a token? and- anfwered he
believed: not.. He “was afked: whether . he ever -
told any perfon that he had talten the teft of a
foldier in a certain way that fuited his. own mind
befty and that ‘he never was fatisfied as a foldier?
“This he:deniedy: but after fome:paule went an,
i ynlefs it might be to fome of the. United Il‘lﬂl-
-men before Iknew what they meant.”: He dé-
-nied that he ever faid he mtended 1o deiﬁrrt,‘ the’
‘e might have fald he was. dmmk when he sen-

L

lifted. 0 el v 37 Bt 5 botsg
- O\”'W Had you ever’ any tonveriatlon ﬁwa

‘ "one "Walker a foldier about being Up? 4 viigisd
U1 4nf. 1 never advifed him te be Up.' m.n,l

Q”é’ﬁ Had you ever any fuch: cunmrfammn
‘w'itﬁ Walk@r DI 1 i F Iy ..._.'__L f—,‘-[{h 3]

2% | B 2 jﬂf
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Anf. 1 might endeavour to learn what he
knew about bemng Up. 2 =
Quefl. Did you ever tellhim he might take
the oath of fecrecy without going further ? '
Anf. 1 told him I would fhew him what was
in my pocket-book, which was only a parcel of
old letters. R e e RO T e g SR Tt
Queft. Did you ever tell him how you, United
Men, got powder from abroad in flaxfeed  hogf-
heads, and how you had fmiths at work making

you pikes? |
- Anf. 1 never told him of powder; what I might
have told him about pikes was only 1n the way
of a whim. R i3

~ The fecond witnefs Lindfey did not attempt to
fwear any thing of the words, nor even of the
nature, of the oath, whether it -was innocent or
-guilty, lawful or unlawful—He only faid he was
in the room when an oath was adminiftered; and
of courfe was difmiffed by Mr. Sampfon without
any crofs examination, as a witnels, whether
{wearing falfe or true, totally immaterial. *’
- Here the evidence clofed for the Crown.

The Counfel for the Prifoner, Mr. Curran and
“My. Sampfon, now infifted, That from the evi-
dence in this cafe, if the prifoner was guilty of
-any thing it was of High Treafon—That they be-
lieved him innocent of that and every {uch charge;
‘but in order that that matter might be invelti-
gated according to the known law and conftitu-
tion of the country, the prefent indiétment mult
" be given up, or quafhed, and a bill for High
Treafon fent up, otherwife it was in vain that the
‘wifdom of former times, that the experience of
~ages, and the voice of the wifelt' and mofl ‘pﬁ-
AR | 2 right
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right judges hath allawed and {an&ioned, the fia.
tute 25th Edward LlI. called by Lord Cook The
Blefled Statute, as the parliament which enafted
it was called Parfiamentum BenediG@um. It was
3n vain that this exccllent ftatute, never deviated
from but for the worft of purpofes, and in the
worft of times, had given to the acculed of trea-
fon 1o many fecuritics againft that power ever
too likely to be exerted againit an wndividual ac-
cufed and prafecu'ed by the crown, for any al-
ledged offence direétly againft the royal power.
Experience had thewn how horribly the accuia-
tions for High Treafon had been multipled by

princes, or their miniflters—How hard it was for

any fubject to have a faiy trial againft whom the
angry brow of offended royalty was knit; againft
‘whom the public treafure of the nation was la-
vifhly employed ; again{t whom 1ntluence, autho-
rity and power, open and fecret, were hoftilely
arrayed ; when the theriff might be a dependant
on the bounty of the crown, as in times of bale-
nefs and oppreflion ufually had been the cafe,
fince fheriffs ceafed to be eletcd by the people;
who might be induced to feleét from his county,
. not the indifferent, the difinterefted, and unbiaf-

{ed, to pals judgment upon their fellow-creature’s

life, but the ignorant, the bigotted, the fervile,
or the mercenary; who, like the executioner,
forgeting that they were fworn ta judge of the
guilt or innocence of the acculed according to
the evidence, and make true deliverance between
the king and the prifoner, might only await
the beckon of authority to do their ofhce. - So
‘careful bad the law of England been to guard
-againft the various ways by which power might'
opprefs and defence be born down; againft the
-partiality or frailty of judges, jurics,” faétions and
| partics,
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parties, that-in- England 2. man to be tried for
fuch an offence as was now attempted to be prov-
ed, would; under the z5th Edward 1II. have a
1i{t ot his jurors delivered to hiw in due (L€, . 10
ordet to be well piepared to challenge tuch as he
did not think impartial.—Iie would be ent:tied to
thirty-five peremptory challenges, and as many
more as-he could fhew reafonable caule for chals
lenging.—He would be entitled to a lilt of wits
nefies for a length of tinie previous to his trial, in
order to cnable him to filt their character, and if
it was bad or vile, to be able to make that tmpor-
tant circumflance appear to the jury, fo as to fet
afide fuch teftimony 1n the whole, or m part, .as
the cafe might warrant; and two witnelies, at
leaft, muft {wear to the fame treafon before he
could be affeéted.—He would alfo be entitled to a
copy of his indi¢tment five days, at lealt, betore
his trial, in order to apprife him of the exat na-
- ture of the charge to which he was to. apply ‘his
defence.~—And, lafily, he would be allowed by .
his two counfel to make a defence by oblervations
upon the law and the falt of his cale, and to ut-
ter fully. and boldly whatever might tend to di-
xect the con fciences or intorun the underflandings
of his jury as to his intention, which is, in other
words, as to his innocence or guilt, For what
reafon, might be matter of curlofity, but nothing
to the prefent cafe, there was lefs protection and
lefs indulgence to the accufed in Ireland, but itill
there was a great deal in cafe of Trealon to make
-the law efteccmed. But fee how all thefe wile
and boafted provifions of freedom and glories of
‘the Englith law will be filched away, i High
# T'reafon (for luch it is if any thing) fpecially pro-
fecuted by the crown, out of the ftock-purie of the
nation, by the king’s attorney general, and othg’
' | s e
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feleét and able lawyers of the crown, in times fo
heated, and a fitvation fo critical, that if ever
there was occalion for thele blefled proteétions
againft prcjudice and power, it is that time ;—
when fo great a part of the community is acculed,
~and fecret informers publicly advertiied for, if
High Treafon be tried under this lnlurre&ion
A&, made haftily on the {pur of an unfortunate
occafion, and happily if not alrcady expired,
fhortly aboutto do lo. The prifoner will be tried
1t is true, and poflibly be found guilty; but it
- will be a finding contrary to the molt facred law,
and a violation of that {tatute which ftands now
almoft fingly the glory of our national jurifpru-
dence, and the bulwark of public fecurity.—Bet-
ter it would be to wait until the legiflature fhould
repeal or fufpend this {tatute, if they fo thought
fit, as they had already done the Habeas Corpus
A&, than fora court of juftice thus directly to de
{o by trying, under another form that which if it
be any thing is High Trealon—For thus the un-
fortunate prifoner is deprived of every fateguard,
and even of that natural right of the accufed, to.
explain his own 1ntentions and reafon upon the
nature of the teftimony offered againft him.—
Perhaps a few oblervations by thole whofe pro-
feflions have taught them to difcriminate between
the fi¢titious and artful relations of a hired infor-
mer and the fimple tale of truth, might tend to
lave the life of an innocent and honeft man; if
lo, terrible indeed would be the confequence of
the prevention. That peculiarity in our, law,
~that tho’ in cafes of the fmalleft 1mport colinfel
fhall be heard at_length, whereas in capital felo-
nies their mouths fhall be fhut, is reconciled by
fuppofing the judge a counfel for the prifoner;
‘but that was a forced fuppofition, and againft the
falt
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fa&t and the hatuire of mankind. The makers of
the wife ftatutes of Treafon knew that judges were
men 1n a {tation greatly expoied to intluence, and
guarded againft their frailtics.—They kncw that
judges, however upright in their intentions, could
net take the pains of ftudying a prifoner’s cale
as he hunielt or his countel could ; and that 1n
any caufe which tmnplied a contention between
the higher order of focicty and the lower, with
which he had neither intercourfe nor fellow-icel-
ing, it required virtue, fagacity and ‘magnanimi-
ty enough to be merely mdifcrent.—1hat a
moft cogent reafon for adhering to the good o¢ld
law, and the exact and precife claflification of of-
fences was, that in this very cale, though the
prifoner was tried and acquitted under this in-
di¢tment, yet it could not be pleaded in bar,
without averments dangerous and dithcult to an
indiétment for High ‘Ireafon, which might be
{fupported by the identical teftimony, and thus
a mau might be put twice in jeopardy-of his life
for the fame offence. R

Mr. Attorney General made a very fthort reply
‘to thefe arguments; he called upon any man to
fay 1 what inflance he had profecuted with any
unbecoming rigour; and whetlier, on the part of
“the crown, throughout the circuit, the bufinefs
“bhad not becu conducted as mildly and as merci-
fully as poflible. He allo made fome oblerva-
tions upon what fcemed to him an extraordinary
motion, where the counfel for the prifoner {ought
‘to have their client tried for a deeper and more
penal ofience than that for which he had been
already indicted ‘by the crown. He could not .
“concelve that the gentlemen expeéied any further
‘benefit from this motion; than that it gave them
all
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an opportunity of addrefling the paffions of the
Sudieiddiiegt 0 | '

The Lord Chief Baron, after hearing both the
prifoner’s counfel at length, refufed the motion,
obferving, that he had beard it patiently, by
which it might appear, that the prifoner had no
- caule to complain of rigour or hardfhip ; although
the argumcnts feemed not fo much direéted to
him, as artfully and ingenioufly defigned, under
the pretence of addrefling the court, to affect the
minds of the jury and by-ftanders. |

On this the counfel for the prifoner called a
witnefs of the name of Charles M‘Claverty, in
order to difcredit and contradict the teftimony
of Wheatly, who {wore, that in January laft he
overtook Wheatly, with one ferjéant Millar, on
the road from Ballyclone to Carrickfergus; they
went together into an ale-houfe on the road-fide to
drink, then a man, who was lying on a bed in
the room where they {at, fpoke to Millar and
claimed acquaintance with him, having ferved
with him abroad. Nothing further happened
there, till Wheatly called the witnefs out and
preceeded on the road together.  That Wheatly
afked this witnefs whether he knew Orr the pri-
{oner at Carrickiergus, and whether he woulc])g
to the gaol In order to befriend him? and the
‘witnefs anfwering, that he neither knew Orr, nor
could get into the gaol if he wifhed it, Wheatly
prefled it, faying, you mult try to do it, and all
~you haveto tell him is, that it he will give me a
coloured coat and fome money I will defert, and
if he will provide Lindfay with another coat and
two- guimneas, I will perfuade him to defert alfo,
adding, that Lindfay was as ready to defert as
E | himfelf.
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himfelf. That it was for his principles that, he
(W heatly) had been flogged at Ballymoney,. and
that he was {o true, that he had deftroyed the
United Irifhmen’s papers at the tine ot taking
off his coat, which made him forry, as he had
preferved them carefully through all the towns,
d'hat Wheatly again prefled,the witnels to go to
the gaol for the fake of the prifoner, to which
the witnels replied, that it he did go, Orr would
not truft him, as he was a ftranger; upon which
Wheatly held out his hand with a cartridge, cal-
ling it a ‘fecret note to ferve as a token that be
came from a foldier; he at the fame time f{aid,
that it wasnot he, but Lindfay, that {worc agamnit
Orr, and that Lindfay was {o falle, that he would
{wear the hill of Howth in Scotland was no big--
ger than a pound of candles. Here he {tated that
lerjeant IMillar came up, and the converfation
ccafed. That he the witnefs, when he arrived at
Carrickfergus, got a pals from a magiftrate into
the gaol, where he was introduced by one Storey
to Orr, to whom he told what had pafled be-
tween him and the foldier—Orr’s reply was, that
the foldier muft be a villain. Upon returning to
Wheatly, he was again urged to carry a meliage
into the gaol to Orr, but refuled. |

- This witnefs was very firi¢tly and fharply
crols examined by Mr. Attorney General. He
faid that his errand was to Carrickfergus before
he had met with Wheatly, for the purpole of en-
quiring whether a guinea fent to a free-malon
there hadiibeen delivered or mnot. A circum-
{tance which feemed to raife fufpicion in the mind
of -the Attorney General-and the Court was, that
the witnefs admitted the pafs which he obtained
from Mr.Shaw-the magifirate to go into the gaol,
N v _ | was
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was not to fee Orr, but another prifoner; and
becaule he alfo: admitted, that previous to his
comjng up with Wheatly on the road, he had
had a converfation with a perfon, who told him,
that if he would pufh on, he would overtake the
foldier who had {worn againft Orr;, who was but
- a thort way before him, and bad a fore foot, and
that he did thercupon pufh on and overtake him;
from which an incounfiftency feemed to be infer-
red, inafmuch as he had fworn on his direét ex-
amination, that the converfation touching Orr
had begun on the part of Wheatly. =
- John Young called, further to contradi&t
‘Wheatly. He proved that Wheatly had told him,
that he was not only drunk when he enlifted in
Scotland, but that he had taken the ‘teft oath, o
as to fuit his own mind, which faying W heatly
had denied on his crofs examination.

To impeach the teftimony of M‘Claverty, the
fame {erjeant. Millar, who was found to be
in court, was brought upon the table, and {wore,
That no fuch converfation had paffed between
Wheatly and M‘Claverty, becaufe if it had he
muft have heard it; as he had walked along with
" them from their leaving the houfe where they had
ftopt to drink, ’till they came within a quarter of
a mile of Carrickfergus. - - | g

This was the {ubftance of this witnefs’s tefti-
mony on his dirc& and crofs examinations.—
-But be was called back by Lord Yelverton, who,
with a view of f{ifting the winute circumftances
-of M*Claverty’s teftimony,;afked him, whether
e had talked in the publicthoufe, as M<Claverty
had ftated, with a man lying in bed, who had
formerly been in his regiment ?—To which he

| an{wered,
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anfwered, That he talked with a perfon in bed

who had fcrved abroad, butnot in the lame regi-
ment—{o far conﬁrmlng mﬁead of contradicting
M<Claverty. -

Thele two witnefles fo far dlfagrcemg in their
teflimony, as that one fwore to a converfation
having happened, which the other pofitively {wore
could not have haﬁpened the Rev. oot Marfhal
was called with réfped to the charaéter and’ cre-
dibility of M‘Llaverty- who fwore, That he had
been in his fervice for a year; he knew him, and
believed him- mcapablc of iwearmg to a falfe-
hood. On his crofs examination, he admitted
that M‘Claverty had left his ferwce when a boy,
but faid that he had been his pear nexghbour cver
fince, and bore the beft charaéter.

L R B. Several officers of this regiment were
in court, but none were called to the cha-
ra&er of thefe foldiers. |

And here the evidence clofed.

Tf:fe Lord Chief Baron fummed up from his
notes, and particularly dwelt upon the teftimony
of Wheatly ‘which he thought as {atisfatory as
any he had ever heard, infomuch, that he was
convineed he muft have had an education greatly
“above what ufually falls to the lot of men in his
fituation, and procecded in a {train of obfervation
highly comphmcntary to this witnels, addmg,
that {o far as Lindfay’s teltimony went, it con-
firmed what he had faid. His Lordfhtp feemed
to have conceived a different imprcihon of the
prifoner’s witnefs M‘Claverty, upon whom he
made {ome {evere animadverfions, obferving, at

the fame time, that he was contrad1&cd by the
kr‘ean* Maillar. - =

The
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The jury retired about feven o’clock, and red
- mained till- fix on the next morning, when they
came out 10to court to mect the Judge, and were
defirous-of giving a verdict fo qualified as to fave
the priloner’s life.—When alked by the Clerk of
the Crown if they were agreed, no anfwer was
made for fome time—the queftion being repeat-
ed, the Foreman, much diftrefled, an{wered; we
leave him in wyour Lordfbip’s mercy—he is in
your Lordfbip’s mercy On which the Judge
defired them to return and confider of their ver-
diét. Ten of them only returned, two remain-
ing without. - They returned again, and very
nearly the fame thing was repeated, and ‘it was
not 111l the third time, the Foreman ftill hefitat-
ing to pronounce the word Gutlty—Mr. MNagh-
ten, one of the jury, reprunanded the Foreman,
calling upoa him to proncunce the priloner guil-
ty—upon wiich the Fereman, who was a man
1n years, and affected even to the lofs of {peech,
handed in the verdi&t, with a recommendation
to mercy, which was taken by the clerk.
The Judge promifed to lay their recommenda-
tion before government, and it was underftood
by fome, that he would repreflent his cafe favour-
ably himfelf. Buton the foliowing day he meu-
tioned in court, that he had not pledged himfelf
fo to do, but bad immediately tranimirted by ex-
prefs the Tecom‘lﬁeﬂdﬁtipn Gf the Juryp oyl rge ey
The prifoner heard the verdict without the
{malleft agitation, and was immediately remand.
ed to gaol. “’ st
On Monday the 18th, a motion was miade by
the prifoner’s counfel in arrelt of judgment, and
argued at- confiderable length by My, Curran
followed by Mr. Sampflon-—Iivir. Jultice Chamber-
s lain,
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lain, by defire 0f Lord Yelverton, a,fﬁﬁ:ed 111

~court.  The arguments conlificd ol t"wlo branchs
es—i1ft, That no crime-was alleged wpen ithe res

cord of which the court could have any*cogniz=
ance, or upon which any Judﬁ‘ment cﬁuld be pal-
fcd.—-—zdly That the aét of parliamentounder
whichthe prifoner was IndLCt'ﬂ‘d was 1o lGH"Jel in

exiftence.

As to the firlt pmnt it was f{aid, that the charge
in ‘the indiétment was, that the prlfonel did con-
temptuouily, mahuouﬂy, and felonioully admi-
nifter 'a certain oath, or engagement, upon’a
book, which oath and engagement -impo:ted to
bind ‘the faid Wheatly to be of an afiociation,
brotherhood, and fociety, formed “for feditious
purpofes. TN
" Another count for procuring blm by thrcats _
and perfuafions to take like oath.

-Another count was for contemp{uouﬂy mali-
cioufly, and felonioufly adminiltering an oath not
to inform againft a feditious confederacy.
 And another for procuring him by tlireats and
perfuafions to take {uch oath.

Such were the feveral .charges agam& the pris
foner.—But ftill it came to the fame thing.—The
queftion was, whether there was any direét aver-
ment of the crlmmallty of the obligation'? ‘It was
now to be taken éx conceffis, that every oath ad-
miniftered by a perfon not duly qualified by law,
was ot a capital felony within the infurreétion
a&, for that would be to make felous: guilty ‘of
death upon the gallows, not only all the, frée-
mafons and friendly brothers in the kmgdom

who ‘take ‘vaths of fecteey as to the concerns of
their refpe@ive inftitutions, but molt certalnly

thofe perfons who have aflociated fectet! y and

myfterioufly under the denomination of Orange-
men
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men in this unfortunate kingdom. Thls being
the cafe, the criminality of the affociation was the
only thing to be enquired into, and if this be not-
{pecifically and diftinétly alleged upon ‘the re-
cord, there can be no judgment; for the molt
mcontrovernble principle of our law both crimi-
nal and civil, 'is, that every _}udﬂrment muit be
Jecundum aﬁemm et probata. It 1s not ‘enough
that it be proved unlef{s it be alleged, no more
than it is enough to allege it without proving it;
for fuppofe the Grand Mafter of the'Mafons of
Ireland were to be indiéted for feditioufly, con-
temptuoufly, malicioully, and: felonioufly admi-
niftering; or perfuading any one to take an oath
to keep fecret what fhould be revealed to him, or
10 be prefent at the adminiftering of ‘an oath |
binding any one to be of a fociety, or keep the
fecrets of a Toctety, to which was to be tacked the
words formed for fedifious purpojes, and evidencé
were ‘given of his béing a free-mafon, and having
a&tually adminiftered an oath of fecrecy, ‘and ‘an
lﬁgnarantfor prejudiced jury to find ‘him guilty,
‘becante it'was clearly proved,: that ‘'he belonged
1o an"afloeiation bound together by an obligatien
of fecrecy, would any learned judge, even the’
theré “were fuch finding, careing for the laws,
pronounce - ferteneé of “death upon’ that ,l‘ecord
mierel yo beeaufe thére was the epithét fialictods -
inferted which is no‘more than a word of courfe;
Or béeaufcﬁlt was - faid %o be a feditious ' affocia-
tion,; without {hewmg how or whcrem 1t*hzrd been
feditious? - vt

~If a ' man were to be Fhdifted © for not- havi
‘the fear of God before‘his éyes,” and'a jubi ’
awere to find him guilty, furely no _]Udge would
Pronounce any fentence againft him; for'in the
‘words of thé law, no indi&tment Wduld he for
SRS ~ not
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not having the fear of God before his ieves, and
as {urely none would lie “ for beingifedivious,”
much lefs “ for Oinding apoiher o be feditious.”’
The'law in moft cafes was [o jealous of fanciful
or conftruitive charges;, and of multiplying of-
fences indchnitely, that it expreiled crimes by
technical expretlions . precife, and defiaitions
fo exa&, as to exclude all infcrence or conftruc-
tion.. - Thus murder 1s a houwiicide of malice
afore-thought—>3Burgldry a breaking of a dwell-
ing-houle n the night, with intent to commit a
felony. and {o of other ofiences. Now when the
law has appropriated any complex term to ex-
prefs a-crime, no pertphralec can be admitted, be-
caufe of the uncertainty ; but when there is’ no
{fuch term, the crime muft be alleged as clearly as
language can expreis it.—Juries aniwer to. the
matters of faét, the judges to the potut of law
the jury is fworn to decide according to the evi-
dence, the judge muft look to the record as the
warrant of his judgment —If it do not {tate fome
diltin& offence, let the verdiét be as_it__r1'1_a_}{-, he
cannot take upon him to give judgmeat; for tho’
the grand jury inay find fats, they cannot find
crimes not known to the law. P

The rule of conftruction 1n all indi&tments is
well laid down n 2 Hawk. 320. Tit. Indidlment
Sect. 57. « That the fpecial matter of the whole
fact ought to be ict forth with fuch certainty, that
it may- judicially appear to the court, that the in-
di&tors have not goune upon infuflicient premifes.
And upon this ground it is agreed, that an indiét-
meént finding that a perfon hath felontoully
broken prifon, without fhewing the caule of
his imprifonment, by which it might appear,
that it was of fuch a nature, that the breaking
~might amount to felony, is infufficient. An in-
- didtment

/
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diétment charging a man with a nuifance, in re-
fpe@ of a faét which 1s lawful in itfelf, as the
ereting of an inn, and which only becomes un-
lawful from particular circumftances, 1s infufti-
cient, unlefs it fet forth fome particular circum-
ftances which make it unlawful. An indi&ment
for perjury muft thew in what manner and in
what court the oath was taken.—An indi&ment
for procuring muft fthew the falfe tokens.

In the fame book, - page 322. Sedt. 59. Itis
faid, that every indi&tment muft charge a man
with fome particular offence, or elfe with feveral
particularly .and certainly  exprefled, and mnot
with being an offender in general; for no one
can tell what defence to make to a charge foun-
certain, or to plead it either in bar or abatement

of a {ubfequent profecution.—Neither can it ap-

pear that the fats given in evidence againft a

defendant, on fuch a general accufation, are the

. fame of which the inditors have accufed bim.—
“Neither can it judicially appear to the court what
punifhment is proper for an offence fo loofely ex-
prefled. Therefore it 1s not {uflicient to charge a -

man with-being a common defamer, a difturber

of the peace, or of being a man of evil behavi-

our, or a common confpirator. The only excep-

tion to this rule is a common barrator, and that

becaufe it is a term of art. And fo cautious is

the law of giving a dangerous latitude even in a

fingle inftance, thatit has rendered it necefiary

to give the defendant a note of the particular act

of barratry intended to be proved againft him.

So tho’ in cafes of libel the words malicious and

feditious be ufed, the purport or tenor muft be fet

out.. And, laftly, this rule, applicable univerfal-

ly to all cafes, 1s emphatically laid down in fame

author, page 324, That in an indiflment nothing

C material
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malerial fball be taken by intendment or implica-
tfion 3 yet on this record 1s no {pecification of
the nature of that which is called fedition; all is
inference, uncertainty, implication, prefumption
and intendment. To adminifter an oath, not
being duly qualified by law, is a mildemeanour,
the punifhment of which, according to its cir-
cumfitances, 1s entrufted to the difcretion of the
-judge ; but what the fedition is which fhould
make this a crime worthy of death to warrant the
judgment upon the record, is an inference which
the judge muft take upon himfelt to draw now,
and pofterity muft enquire in vain.

Indeed the ftatute explaining the Infurrection
A&, 37 Geo. I1I. which {tates, that adminifter-
mg an oath to be of any aflociation, brother-
hood, fociety, committee, or confederacy what-
foever, was felony within that law, fhews that it
was not fo before, at leaft that it was doubtful,
and if {o, it thould be an argument againft tak-
ing away life, where that explanation was ex poft
facto. Secondly, It was argued, that the {tatute
was expired, anJ being {o no proceedings could be
had under it. 1/ Hawk. 169. It is laid down,
. 40. Sect. 6. If one commit an offence which is
made felony by ftatute, and the ftatute be repeal-
ed, he cannot be punifhed as a felon in refpect
of that ftatute. And 24 Hale. 291. Where an
 offence 1s made felony by ftatute, and the act re-
~ pealed, the offences committed before {uch re-
peal, and the proccedings, are difcharged, and
cannot be proceeded upon after fuch rcpeal, un-
lefs a fpecial claufe in the aét of repcal be made,
enabling fuch proceedings after the repeal for
offences committed before the repeal. Hale.
309 is to the fame point. Now tho’ 1t might
be poffible enough to draw fubtle diftinétions

between
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between an aét expired and an a& repealed, yet
in fubitance 1t 1s the fame. In both cafes the law
ccafes to have longer any force; and as the pe-
nalties 1 all laws are fuppoled to be to warn ra-
ther than to revenge, it cannot be good policy to
take away the life of a man, when the example
can be of no ufe to deter others, in as much as
thereafter there can be no fuch offence againft it.
Where, prior to the ftatute 7 and 8 W. 3. one
was conviéted of an offence before a commitlion
of Oyer and Terminer, and the king died betore
judgment, no judgment could afterwards be, be-
caule the authority of the judge was determined.
‘How much fironger is it where the law itfelf is
determined. It only then remained to fhew that
the aét was expired, which it was argued would
appear as well from the words of it, as from the
circumftances under which 1t was made.—The
concluding c¢laufe of it fays, that it {hall be n
force till the firft day of January, one thoufand
feven hundred and ninety-feven, and to the end
of the next feflion and no longer. Now both
- thefe terms were expired, and therefore 1t was 1n
force no longer. It might be faid that the next
feflion meant the next to the firft of January 1797,
and the rule of critictfm might be urged, that the
relative {hould belong to the latelt antecedent.—
‘But however grammarians might confider that
rule, it’s application would here make nonfenfe
of that which was good fenfe without it.—For
here the intention of the legiflature was to make
a temporary law of extreme feverity, which thould
laft no longer than till they fhould have an op-
portunity of meeting again to confider whether it
ought to be renewed or not.—/'he feflicns ufually
~ began 1n January or February, therefore by tak-

ing the words 1n the plaineft fenfe, even though

St C 32 it
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it be not the moft critical, that is taking zex? to
mean #ext to the time of enacting, as next week
‘or next month means the week or month next to
the prefent, the reafon of the thing is complete,
and the two given periods are {atisfied. W hereas
the oppofite conftruétion is involved in abfurdity,
for it makes the additional period longer than
the original one, and is no lefs a foleciim than 1t
would be to fay a day and a year, inftead of a
yearand a day. The unufual and unforefcen com-
~ mencement of laft feflion, would furely not be
infifted on as an argument againft this. DBefides,
there is an unvarying mode of exprefiion in all
alts of parliament, as well as all legal inftru-
ments, when a new period of time is to arife aiter
another before exprefled, for then the expletive -
adverb of time is always interpofed, as here it
would have been faid to the firft of January 1797,
and to the end of the #4en next feflion of parlia-
ment, or the feflion next enfuing from thence.—
But no fuch adverb being ufed here, it 1s too
much to prefume, as well againft the reafon of the
thing, as againft the life of the prifoner, that it
was intended to be inferted. And the rule of the
laft antecedent only applies where there are two
antecedents in the fentence, to one or other of
which it muft refer, which is not the cafe here.
And it is ufed merely in cafes of ambiguity, When
the fenfe is equal either way, or perfectly equivo-
cal. But, above all, in this cafe the great and
imperious Law of Mercy fteps in, that in all pe-
nal laws the conftruétion fhall be that which 1s
moft favourable. In the flighteft mifdemeanours
this rtule prevails, wherc pecuniary mulcts or
~ temporary deprivation of liberty are the punifh-
‘ments, becaufe if there be miftake in fuch cales,

it is upon the fafeft fide. How much more ﬁ101;)l*d
this
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this obtain, where life is the forfeit, for which no
future atonement can be made; where, if there be
an error, ittmuit ever remain a blot, which neither
time nor tears can wafh away.

The Attorney General did not think it necef-
fary to make any anfwer to thefe arguments, fur-
ther than by denying that the alt was expired;
adding, that though it were, there was this diffe-
rence between a repealed and expired law, that
the repeal fhewed that the att never fhould have
exifted, and 1mplied a cenfure retrofpeftively
which the expiration did not.———And both
judges declared their opinions free from the fmal-
left doubt, that no ground whatever had been
ftated upon either of the points to affet their
judgments.—Much indeed had been addrefied
to the feclings of the court—In aniwer to which,
Lord Yelverton adverted to a paflage in the hiflto-
ry of the Roman Commonwealth, where, after
the expulfion of the Tarquins, it was attempted
by the, Partricians to reftore royalty, and the ar-
gument made ufe of was, “ that a government by
laws was ftern and cruel, inafmuch as laws had
neither hearts to feel nor ears to hear; whereas
government by kings was merciful, mafmuch as
‘the {ources of humanity and tendernefs were open
to entreaty.”—For his part he was alting under
a government by laws, and bound to {peak the
voice of the law, which had neither feelings nor
pafilons.

Myr. Curran, for the prifoner, now produced
to the court the affidavits of three refpeétive jurors
10 the cauvfe, 10 order to thew that a moft fatal in-
juftice would be done in pronouncing fentence of
death; and that where the proceedings had beerﬁ

fuc
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fuch as appeared by thefe ailidavits, a new trial
fhould be had. left a verdiét {fo obtained might
difgrace the adminiftration of the law, and pro-
duce confequences the very reverfe of thofe which
were fought to be produced by public examples
of this terrible and awful kind.——Mr. Curran bad
gone the length of ftating the fact of the drunk-
ennefs of the jury, and the threats ufed by fome
of them, and would have ftated the athdavits ful-
Iy, but was interrupted by the court before he
had gone through them, upon the ground of the
indelicacy towards the jury.—Mr. Attorney Ge-
neral, with fome warmth, exprefied his aftonith-
ment at the mention of a new trial in a capital
cafe——The prifoner’s counfel were ready to pro-
duce authoritiecs. The Attorney General faid, 1f
there was any ground to attach the jury, that the
counfel might move upon it—Mr. Curran there-.
upon moved, that the jury be attached, but was
ftopped by the court as before-mentioned; who
obferved, that however proper fuch application
might be to a higher power, they could not {it to
hear it now in court, and the prifoner was re-
manded to gaol. % |

\‘JJ

Affidavits of the Tfurors,

“ Arthur Johnfton and Archibald Thompfon,
« two of the jury who were impannelled to try
« William Orr, depofe on the Holy Evangelifts,
« and fay, that after they had retired to their ju-
¢« ry-room to confider their verdiét, two bottles
« of very ftrong whifky Ipirits wére conveyed
« into their jury-room through the window there-
<« of, and given to and the greater part thereof
« drank by the faid jurors, fome of whom
“ became very fick and unwell, which occafion-

s =ed
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“ ed their vomiting before they gave their ver-
“ di&t. And deponent Thomplon fays, that he
¢« was by age and infirmity, and intimidation
 ufed to him by Mr. James M‘Neighton, onc of

= faid jUTY, induced to concur in faid verdiét
 contrary to his opinion.

“ Sworn before me this 2oth day

“ of Sept. 1797, 1 court,
“ Arthur Johniton,

“ Arch. Thompion. ~ « YELVERTON.”

“ George Brooks of Innifchaloughlin, in the
“ county of Antrim, farmer, maketh oath and
¢« {aith, that he, this deponent, was one of the

¢« jury who was on the trial of William Orr, who
« was charged with adminiftering oaths. Depo--
« nent faith, he was refolved to acquit the faid
« William Orr, but for the reprefentations of
« fome of his fellow-jurors, who informed this
“ deponent, that in cafe they, the faid jury,
< fhould return a verdit of guilty, the faid Wil-
¢« liam Orr would not be punifhed with death.—.
« Deponent further faith, that it he had at that
« time known, that the confequence of return-
« ing a verdi&t of guilty on the faid William
« Orr would be punifhable with death, he, this
<< de_poncnt, n that caﬁfe, would not hav,e COll-
« fented to fuch a verdi&, but would have infift-
“ ed and perfevered in returning a verdiét of the
« faid William Orr’s not being guilty.

«« Sworn before me this 2cth day
“ of Sept. 1797, in court,

“ George Brooks, « YELVERTON.”
| It
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It was on the laft occafion that Mr. Curran
made a difplay of touching eloquence, which has
been feldom equalled. He drew an affe@ting pic-
ture of the fituation of his client, where the mere
announcing of the truth might pull down refent-
ment upon him from that quarter where refent-
ment would be certain death, and whil{t the
dagger was in his heart, the very groans which
he fhould utter, .or the bleod which might iflue
from his wounds, might be ufed as a juftification
of the poinard.—He knew the terrible reply to
which he might be fubjefting his client.—He
knew how ealy it was for thofe who wifhed to
crufh him, to fet their foot upon his neck and ex-
tinguith him and his cemplaints for ever.—But
the truth was the cafe upon which he was inftruc-
ted to infilt——The truth was the cafe upon which
only the prifoner had chofen to commit his deftiny.

When the prifoner was put to the bar to re-
ccive fentence of death, the recommendation of
the jury having produced no effeét, the court
was crowded with fpellators, in whole counte-
nances was imprelfed that public feeling which
his fate had occafioned, Lord Yelverton addreffed .
him in a tone of voice fo low as fcarcely to be
diftinguifhable, and on pronouncing the words,
““ you are to be taken to the place from whence
you came, from thence to the common place of
execution, the gallows, there to be hung by the
neck until you are dead,” the tears bur{lt from
his eyes, his head funk between his hands, and
in that attitude he remained for nearly ten mi-
nutes, during which time the prifoner eyed him
with a kind and compaflionate countenance, and
as foon as he raifed his head, begged leave to fay
‘a very few words, which were as follows:

6¢ My
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“ My Lord, T have been found guilty, but I am

“ innocent=—I am no felon; it is worfe for the
““ jury who found mie fo than me—1I can forgive
“ them and am not afraid to die; but the witnels
“ who iwore.agamit me 1s grolly perjur'd.”—
Having faid this, he walked from the bar witha
firm and undaunted ftep, and was reconducéted
under a {trong guard to the gaol.

N. B. Through the whole of this trial, not
only the outfide hall, but the interior of the court,
was crowded with armed foldiers, to the exclu-
fion of many of the freeholders; and thele fol-
diers were appointed to aét as bailiffs, with their
bayouets fixed. But deeply as the public mind
was affefted, no diforder, not even a murmur,
was heard from any quarter; and during the
whoie {cene, the priloner alone feemed untouch-
ed with difmay.

In the Interval of public {ufpence, between the
day of pronouncing the fentence and the Satur-
day the 7th of October appointed for the execu.
tion, various reprefentations were made to go-
vernment (it 1s fuppofed) for and againft the pri-
{oner, but one 1n particular, on his behalf, by
the Reverend George Macartney, D. D. the ma-
giftrate, as appears by the committal, who took
Wheatly’s examinations againit him, and was
principally concerned in his profecution. Who,
on the circumftances detatled in the following af-
fidavits coming to his knowledge, procured the -
depofitions upon oath of the two Reverend Gen-
tlemen therein-mentioned, and immediately re-
paired to Dublin, where he laid them, together
with his own afhdavit hereto fubjoined, before
his Excellency the Lord Licutenant, and ufed °

every
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every confcientious exertion to prevent this af.
fliing execution from being enforced.

’

County of L The affidavit of the Rev. George
- Antrim. Macartney, Doétor of Laws, a ma-
--——-—-—3 giftrate for faid county.

\
\

W ho being duly fworn and examined on oath,
faith, « That he took the depofitions of Hugh
« Wheatly againft William Orr, now under len-
« tence of death for adminiftering the United
« Irithmens’ oath to faid W heatly in April 1796.
« Examinant further faith, that at Spring Aflizes
« in 1797, when it was thought that faid Orr’s
« trial would be brought on for faid charge, and
¢ {aid Wheatly was defired by Mr. Kemmis and
« Examinant to attend the court, that faid W heat-
& ly came to Examinant in court, and told him he
« had fomething of importance to communicate
< to him, and on Examinant’s going out of court
« with faid Wheatly, he faid he had {een a Mr.
¢« Elder, a clergyman, whom he had feen 1n
« April 1796 (when he was on his way from
¢« Antrim to Londonderry to join his regiment)
¢ at Rafharkin, .a few minutes before walking 1n
< the ftreet of Carrickfergus; that he was certain
¢ he was brought there to invalidate his teftimo-
< my againft Orr, from a converfation that had
« paffed between him and faid Elder when at
¢« Raftharkin in April 1796, which converiation

« Fxaminant believes muft have been the con-
¢« yerfation
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¢ verfation alluded to in Mr. Elder’s afhdavit
¢ hereunto fubjoined.

¢ (Geo. Macartney.

¢« Sworn before us, at Quarter
« Seflions, the 3d O& 1797,
«“« RICHARD DOBBS,
“ JACKSON CLARK,

-« DOGHERTY GORMAN,
« GEORGE MOORE,”

County of )  The affidavit: of the Reverend
Antrim. = James Elder, Diffenting Minifter of
Y the parifh of Finvoy, in the neigh-
bourhood of Rafharkin, in faid county.

- Who being duly {fworn and examined:on oath,
faith, « That in the month of April 1796, he
¢ was fent for by a Mrs. Huey, who keeps a pub-
¢ lic houfe in Rafharkin aforefaid, to vifit a {ol-
“ dier who appeared to be deranged in his mind.
 That he immediately went before.noon, and on
“ his way to the faid Mrs, Huey’s houfe, over-
« took the Reverend Alexander Montgomery,
¢« (who {wore the annexed athdavit before Lord
«« O’Neil) and on being informed that the faid fol-

«« dier had attempted to commit fuicide, he told .

“ him if he committed that crime, he would put
“ himfelf
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himfelf out of the reach of divine mercy; and
on Examinant’s praying by him, by his appro-
batidn, he {feemed more calm, but {aid that his
crimes were of fuch a nature, that he never
could expelt to be forgiven. On which Exa-
minant read the parable of the prodigal {on,
and other paflages in the new teftament to faid
foldier, intimating to him, that the greatéit fin.
ner might be forgiven through the mediation
of Chrift, if he fincerely repented ; and on the
two foldiers and Mrs. Huey, who had attend-
ed prayers, having left the room, and the de-
ranged foldier and the above-named Alexander
Montgomery with Examinant remaining 1n the
room, he afked who he was, whence he came,
and where he was going *=—On which he faid
his name was Wheatly, that he came from
Maybole in Scotland, and was going to Derry

‘to join his regiment, and that his Colonel’s

name was Derbam. And on being alked the
nature of his crimes, he faid that he had been
guilty of feducing women 1in Scotland, which
he confidered as a great crime, which was a great
weight upon his mind.—That he went out with
a party from Londonderry and feized an un-
ftatutable {till, under the diretion of a revenue
officer; that the party was furrounded by a
number of pecople, who made ufe of abufive
language, on which the party fired on the peo-
nle, who were in an adjoining field, and that

he, Wheatly, ran a man through with his bay- -

onet, which he confidered as murder, and
which hung heavy on bis mind.—That the re-
venue officer was wounded in the aﬁ'raéf, and

‘and afterwards fent to gaol, where he died of

his wounds; and that he, the faid W heatly,
was prevailed on to fwear againft fome of the
ek “ perfons
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perfons who were taken prifoners a falfe oath,
for which he was afraid they would f{uffer,
which alfo hung heavy on his mind. Exami-
nant further faith, that he never heard that
William Orr was accufed of any crime by faid
Wheatly, until he faw the account of his con-
vition 1n the Belfaft News Letter, nor did he
ever hear that a family of the name of Orr re-
fided in the neighbourhood of Antrim, except
the family of Mr. Orr, the difienting minifter

of Killead, until he faw the account of {aid

William Orr, as a refpeftable farmer in the
neighbourhood being conviéted by the tefti.

‘mony of the faid Wheatly; nor did Exami-

nant, to his knowledge, ever fee any of the fa-
mily of the faid Orr, until this morning the
3d of Od&tober inftant, when a man, who faid
he was brother of this faid William Orr, came
to Examinant’s houfe, and requefted that he
would come with him to Ballymoney, to declare
to Mr. Macartney the converfation he had
with the faid Wheatly at Rafharkin in April
156, with which requeft he complied out of
compaflion, having no other intereft in the bu-
nefs.

James Elder.

# Sworn before us, the ad dayl
«“ of O¢teber;" 1797,
« RICHARD DOBBS,
“ JACKSON CLARK,
- 5~ DOGHERTY GORMAN,

“ GEORGE MOORE.”
e Coumy
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Cotinty of ) Alexander Montgomery made
Antrim. oath before me this day, *“’I'hat he

“ was prefent at Raftharkin when a
“ converfation took place between the Reverend
“ James Elder of the parifh of Finvoy, in faid -
“ county, and Hugh Wheatly of the Fifethire
2 Fencigles, who appéared very unealy in his
“ mind, and being afked by the faid Mir. Elder
“ the caufe of his uneafinefs, he replied it was
“ from fome great ¢rimes which he had commit-

“ ted : on which Mr. Elder afked him the nature
“ of his crimes, when faid Wheatly confefled

“ he had been guilty of fedution, murder and
“ perjury, Examinant further fanh, that the
“ time when faid converfation pafled, was in the
“ month of April 1796.

“. Alex. Montgomery.

“ Sworn before me, the
“ 2d day of O&. 1797,
' “ ONEILL.”

The execution was refpited until Tuefday the
toth, and from thence till Saturday the 14th,
during which period it was confidently hoped that
a pardon would follow. ” £ "

An intimation having in the mean time come
to the prifoner’s friends, that provided the lead-
ing gentlemen of the county would memorial in
his favour, mercy would be fhewn; a memorial
was drawn up, with the above athdavits annexed,
which was figned by many, ‘with feveral reafons
afligned by different memorialifts for interfering
on his behalf, fome reprelenting it as a matter of .

policy
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policy to mitigate the fentence, others fpeaking
of it as a fubjet of mercy, others as a meafure
of juftice ;—during this doubtful period the fol-
lowing publication appeared in the Belfaft News
Letter, of the 2d O¢tober, 1797 |

“ WE hear from the beft and moft refpeétable
authority, that William Orr, now under fen-
tence of death in Carrickfergus, has given un-
der his hand-writing an acknowledgment of
his crime and of the jufinefs of his fentence,
which he has been induced #4us publicly to do
to eafe his confcience, and to acquit the jury,
who had becen much calumniated on account
“ of the verdi&t they had returned againft him.”

£
¢c
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Upon this the prifoner wrote the following let-
ter, with which he difpatched his brother to Dub-
lin, and by means of the Reverend Doétor Ma-

cartney, it was delivered to the Lord Lieutenant.

“ MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,

“ HAVING received from your Excel-
lency’s clemency that refpite from death which
affords me the opportunity of humbly and fin-
cerely thanking you, I avail myfelf of the in-
dulgence of pen and paper, and of that good-
nefs: which you have already manifefted to-
wards me, to contradi¢t a moft cruel and in-
jurious publication which has been put into the
“ news papers, ftating, that I had confefled my-
“ {elf guilty of the enormous crimes which a
perjured and miferable wretch came forward to
“ {wear agaiuit me.—My Lord, it is not by the
““ confeflion of crimes, which would render me

“ unb*

£3
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« unfit for fociety, that I expeét to live, it 1s
« upon the firength of that mnecence which I~
« will boldly maintain with my lalt breath, which
« which I have alrcady folcmnly affirmed 1n a
« declaration, which I thought was to have been
“ my laft, and which 1 had directed to be pub-
¢« lithedasmy vindication from nfamy, ten times
<« more terrible to me than death.—I know, my
« Lord, that my own unhappy lituation, the an-
« ouifh of a diftradted wife, and the miftaken
¢« tendernels of an affeétionate brother, have been
« reforted to to procure that confeffion; and I
«c.was given to underftand, that my life would
¢ have been fpared me upon fuch conditions, I
~ « a5 decidedly refufed as I fhould do now, tho®
« your Excellency's pardon was to be the re-
« ward.—Judge then, my Lord, of the fituaticn
« of 2 man to whom lifc was ofiered upon no
« other conditions than that of betraying himielf
« by a confeflion both falfe and bafe. '
~«” And, laftly, let me make one humble obfer-
¢ yation to your Excellency, that the evidence
« fhould be ltrong indeed to induce a conviétion,
¢ That an induftrious man, enjoying both com-
« fort and competence, who has lived all his life
« in one neighbourhood, whofe charalter,  as
« well as that of all his ftock, has been free from
« yeproach of any kind; who certainly, if al-
¢« Jowed to fay {o much for himfelf, would not
¢ fhed the blood of any human creature, who 18
¢« 5 hufband and the father of a family, would
¢ epngage himfelf with a common foldicr in any
¢« {yftem which had for 1t’s end robber‘y,_murder
« and deftru@ion, for fuch was the evidence of
« the unfortunate witnefs Wheatly.——If upon
« thefe grounds, and the faéts already fubmitted
«« to your Excellency, I am to be pardoned, I
| e R “ fhall '

r
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““ {hall not fail to entertain the moft dutiful fenfe
“ of gratitude for that aét of jultice as well as
“ mercy, and in the mean time -

“ I beg to remain,

“ YOUR EXCELLENCY’s
‘“ Woft obedient and

Carrickfergus Gaol, “ Humble Servant,

10tk Oct. 1797. J
“ WILLIAM ORR.”

- It was about this time that the' prifoner’s wife
wrote a letter to Lady Camden, of which the
rough draft has accidentally fallen into the Re-
porter’s hands, which as far and as nearly as it
can be made out, being in fome few places in-
terlined and fcarcely legible, is in thefe words: -

- % To Her Excellency the Countefs of Camden,

- “ GRIEF like mine admits of no apo-
“ logy,—defpair and forrow are my only compa-
“ nions, yet hope bids me look up to you for
“ happinefs—A miferable objcct, a mother and a
“ wife, comes praying for mercy to the father of
“ her children.—Pardon, molt gracious Lady,
“ the phrenzy of a diftrated woman, and liften
“ to the petition of the miferable wife of the un-
“ fortunate William Orr.—I come a fuppliant, a
““ low and humble flave of mifery, praying your
“ Ladyfhip’s interceflion on behalf of the life of
‘“ my hufband, whofe exiftence 'is dearer to me.
3 than,my. own.—Ch ! hear my complaint, and
~“ grant me one beam eof hope to frantick imagi-
D | ““ nation
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nation—7Y ou are the only perfon’ who has it in
their power to remove never-ending mifery
trom a wretched individual, to chear the affliét-
ed heart, to give comfort and confolation to
her that was ready to perith.—Suffer me to al-
lure you, that he is innocent of the crime for
which he 1s under fentence of death—Oh
cruel {fentence! that will, without your interfe-
rence, ‘tear from me my hufband, and rob my
five poor little unoffending children of their fa-
ther; the beft of fathers, the kindeft and dear-
eft that ever lived—They join in {olicitations
for his life; their innocent, fervent, grateful
prayers will rife as a memorial before the
throne of God; their lifping tongues fhall be
taught,” with unceafing gratitude, to blefs’
and adoré¢ the noble, generous, exalted cha-
raCter of their benefaétrefs, the rever’d and
loved Countefs of Camden, how will that
name be imprinted on their very fouls, never
to be effaced !—Forgive my 1importunity—the

life of my hufband, the father of my chil-

dren’s life is at ftake—Def{pair has almoft made
me mad—TI call'on you to exert vourfelf to fave
his life, thy ‘God will reward thee; thy coun-

try thank thee, his children will blefs theé if

thou granteft my petition ; and-when length
of* years and inereafe of honour {hall make -
thee tired of earthly joys, and ‘the curtain of
death gently clofe around thy bed, may the
angels of God defcend and take care that the
laft ...... human-exiftence fhall not receive
one rude blaft to haften it’s extin&tion—At
that awful period;’ may the recolle@ion of your
fuccefsful interference, added to the profpect
of your fatare felicity ..° =09 7700

- Oan

\
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On the evenmg preceding the day fixed for the
cxccuuon a meflenget arrived from the caltle to
the high fheriff. . It was confidered now as a mat-
ter of certainty ‘that he was the melienger of mer-
¢y ; but when, on the contrary, it was know_n t}{ it
he had blouo'ht ordérs for immediate exe(’:uuon
the effect produced upon the anxious pubhc is
much more eafily 1magmed than defetibed.
‘On Saturday morning, the 14th O¢tober, he.
was brought out from the gaol, in which he had

confumed the laft year of his exiftence; and tho’
his complexion 'was fomewhat altered from the
glow of health which it formerly wore, thé more

than ordinary comelinefs of his countenance ftill
remained. His ftature was fully fix fect, his per-
fon graceful, butextremely athletic, and of thofe
- proportions which indicate the greatef’c degree of
bodily activity and ftrength, but,, aboveall, there

was 1n_ his afpe¢t a mixture of ﬁrmncfs and ienﬁ-
bility which feemed to Thew him’ gifted by na-

ture with a generous and clevated fpmt The
charater he had borne amongft his necighbours
confirmed this impreflion; for he was beloved by
all; and in the relations of private life, as a fa-
ther and a hufband, his condu was amlable and
excmplary.

W’hen he underftood that he was to be indulg-
ed in a poft-chaife to convey him tothe place of
execution, being apprehenfive that he might have
foldiers for his companions, he feemed more de-

firous to walk, in order to enjoy the company of
the two clergymen, Mr.: Stavely and. Mr, Hill,
whom he had requelted to attend him; but thefe
~ gentlemcn being permitted to go with hlm in the
~carriage, he arrived at the place of execution
about one o’clock, efcorted by a very firong mi-

- litary guard, compofed of horfe, foot and artille-

| D 2 . L TY,
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ry, detached from different regiments in Belfaft
and Carrickfergus.—At the place of execution
~the infantry were drawn up in a triangular form
round the gallows, on the outfide of which the
cavalry continued to move, whilft at fome little
diftance two field-pieces were planted, ranging
with the roads from Carrickfergus and Belfaft.—
But this precaution was unneceflary, as the pub-
lic feemed rather to fhun the fpectacle. A few
of his particular friends having afked leave to
come within the {pace for the purpofe of carry-
ing away his remains, were permitted by the
fheriff. The prifoner, after employing fome time
in prayer, fung fome few verfes of the 23d
pfalm; and fecmed to dwell upon the 4th verfe,—

“ Yea tho’ I walk in Death’s darii vale,
““ Yet will I fear none 1l1,”

and he read fome 'Verfcs of the 31{t pfalm, re-
peating emphatically

~ ¢ In thee, O Lord, I put my truft,
¢ Sham’d let me never be.”

And alfo,

« And fith thou art my firength therefore
“ Pull me out of the net,

“ Which they in fubtility for me
¢ So privily have fet.”

« Unto thine hands I do commit
« My fp’rit, for thou art he,

« O thou, Jehovah, God of truth,
“ That haft redeemed me.”

After
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After which he read from the 1ft Corinthians,
chapter xvi. from the 54th verfe 'to the end, the
tollowing paflages : |

“ So when this corruptible fhall have put on
“ incorruption, and this mortal thall have put on
“ 1mmortality, then fhall be brought to pafs the
“ faying, Death is [wallowed up in Viétory.

Deei? * Death,1where 1s thy fting? O Grave,
“ where 1s thy viftory?

“ The {ting of death is fin, and the ftrength

“ of fin is the law.

““ Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye {ted-
“ faft, immoveable B ekl e A

He then addrefied all who ftood near, as well
his friends as the military, officers and privates,
who crowded round him, and loudly and ardent-
ly declared his innocence, the falfehood of the
profecutor, and alfo of a news-paper publieation,
ftating that he had acknowledged the juftice of
his fentence, and confefled his guilt. To guard
again{t future calumnies, when he fhould be no
longer in this world to contradiét them, he had
- procured a few printed copies of a juft and true
Declaration, the original of which, in his own
writing, he had depofited in the hands of the Re-
verend John Savage, the clergyman who had at-
tended him in gaol, during that period when he
found 1t necefiary to prepare himfelf for eterni-
ty.—He then diftributed a confiderable number
of printed papers, remonftrating calmly with
thofe who {eemed eager to fnatch away too many,
and ebferving, that by dividing them cquilly,

<. URETE
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there would be enough to fatlsfy the cmzoﬁty of
all.  He then fhook haan with his {riends, took
lcave of the two clergymen who attended him,

and mounted the fcaffold with a firm ftep; and
after the executioner had put the rope about his
neck, and when he awaited only the laft fatal
movemecnt, he gave a preconcerted fignal with his
handkerchlef and here, for the firft time, dil-

covered fome 'appcarancc of indignation, exclaim-
ing, *“ I am no traitor—I am perfecuted for a per-

“ fecuted country, Great Jchovah receive my
« foul. I diecin the true faith of a Prefbyterian.”

A fmall circumftance worthy of note occurred
Thortly before his alighting from thc carriage—
A poor Catholic, who was his tenant, ftood weep-
ing by his fide, to whom he {tretched out his hat,
which he prefented to him as a token of ﬁlend-

fhip and remembrance, and requefted his friends
to thew kindnefls to. him, for though he was

poor he was honeft, which was more to be re-
{petted than wealth,

The followmfr 1§ a Co opy of h],s Declaratxon.

_‘ ]

T}ze Dymg Declaration qf WILLIAM ORR, of
Ferranfbane, in :t}ze County of ;‘4’””’”’ Farmér.”

T THE PUBLIC

s € MY FRIENDS AancofU'Ni'RYMEN, iy
2Bt

;o IN the thlrty-ﬁrf’c year of my life, 1 have

o been fentenced to dle ‘upon thc gallows and
’ e Y hTe

r‘E {u.
v -ff*:
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¢ this fentence has been 1n purfuance of a ver-
“ di& of twelve men, who fthould have. been in-
« differently and impartially chofen; how far

they have been fo, I leave to that country from
“ which they have been chofen, to determine;
“ and how far they have difcharged their duty, I

[ 44

¢ leave to their God and to themfelves.—They

94

have, in pronouncing their verdiét, thought
proper to recommend me as an object of hu-
man mercy; 1n rcturn, Ipray to God, as they

c{ to have mercy upon them. The
“ judge, who condemned me, humanely fhed
“ tears in uttering my fentence, but whether he

€C

- ¢ did wifely in fo highly commending the wretch-

 ed informer, who {wore away my life, I leave
“ to his own cool refledtion, folemnly afiuring
“ him and all the world, with my dying breath,
¢ that that informer was forefworn. The law
“ under which I fuffer, 1s furely a fevere one;
“ may the makers and promoters of it be juftified
“ in the integrity of their motives and the purity

< of their own lives. By that law I am ftamped a

¢« felon, but my heart difdamns the 1mputation.—
“ My comfortable lot and induftrious courfe of life
¢« beft refute the charge of being an adventurer

“ for plunder; but if to have loved my country,
¢ to have known its wrongs, to have felt the mn-

<« juries of the perfecuted Catholics, and to have

« ynited with them and all other religious per-
¢ {uafions in the molt orderly and leaft fangui-
“ nary means of procuring redrefs :—If thofe be
felonies; I am a felon, but not otherwife. Had
my Counfel (for whole honourable exertions
¢« T am indebted) prevailed in their motion to
“ have me tried for high treaton, rather than un-
¢ der the Infurrettion Law, 1 fhould have been
 intitled then to a full defence, and my actions

“ then

¢¢

(44
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“ then would have been better - vindicated, but
¢ that was refufed, and I muft now fubmit to
<< what has pafied.

¢ To the generous proteétion of my country, 1
<« leave a beloved wife, who has been conitant
¢ and true to me, and whole grief for my {ate
“ has alrcady nearly occafioned her death., I
“ leave five living children, who have been my
““ delight—may they love their country as I have
“ done, and die for it, if needful.

“ Laftly, A falfe and ungenerous publication:
“ having appeared in a newf{paper, {tating cer-
¢« tain alleged confeffions of guilt on my part,
¢« and thus ftriking at my reputation, which 1s
¢« dearer to me than life, 1take this folemn me-
“ thod of contradi&ting that calumny.—1 was ap-
« plied to by the High Sheriff and the Reverend
« William Briftow, {overeign of Belfaft, to make
« a confeflion of guilt, who ufed entreaties to
« that effeét ;—this I peremptorily refufed ;—did
¢« I think myfelf guilty, I {hould be free to con-
« fefs it, but, on the contrary, I glory in my in-
“¢ nocence.

“ I truft that all my virtuous countrymen will
¢« bear me in their kind remembrance, and con-
« tinue true and faithful to each other, as I have
« been to all of them, with this laft with of my
¢ heart, nothing doubting of the fuccefs of that
«« caufe for which I fuffer, and hoping for God’s
« merciful forgivenefs of fuch offences as my
¢ frail nature may have at any time betrayed me
« into. I die in peace and charity with all man-

¢« kind.

Carrickferqus Gaol, < WILLIAM ORR.”
Od&. 5th, 1797 |

N. B. The above Declaration was made and read by W 'il.
Titan Qrry in the prefence of the Rev. Mr, Savage.
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As his funeral paffed on the following day from
Ballymere to Templepatrick, an amazing con-
courfe of pecople crouded the road and the adja-
cent hills, a party of dragoons came out under
the command of an officer, who {aid he had or-
ders to difperfe them. o this no oppofition was
made, but it was found tmpofiible to turn back fo
great and fo compacted a crowd, until the procef-
{ion advanced to a crofs-road, where a great num-
~ Per did return; a greater number however ftill
continued to flock in till they arrived, but with-
out the leaft tendency to diforder, at the place of
intérment.—kHere, by defire of the ofhcer, who,
although f11iét in the execution of his orders, of-
fered no difrefpeét to the people, nor received
any provocation from them, the fele&t friends
alone of Mr. Orr proceeded to the burying ground,
where he was interred, three dragoons on horfe-
back being ftationed by his grave.

On the evening of the day of the execution,
fome perfon had defired leave to depofit the form
of types, from which the impreflions of Mr. Orr’s
dying declaration had been ftruck, in the fhop of
Mr. Mathew Smith of Bridge-ftreet, in the town
of Belfaft, nephew of the unfortunate Mr. Neil-
fon, now languifhing in a fever in Kilmainham
gaol, where he has remained, with many others,
without trial, for above a year. Mr. Smith had,
during the imprifonment of his uncle, interfered
in the concerns of the Northern Star, of which
that gentleman was a proprietor, and had in his
poflefhon fome copies of a hand-bill formerly
printed 1n Dublin, {tating to the fubfcribers the
manner in Which that paper was deftroyed, but
whi¢h hand-bills, for fear of giving offence, had
ever fince remained uncirculated.

Shortly
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Shortly after the types had been {o left, Colo-
nel Barber, of the Royal Irifh artillery, attended
by other officers and a guard of {oldiers, entered
his fhop, and walked directly round the counter
to the {pot where the types were laid, which he
feized upon, afterwards fearching through the en-
tire houfe for a printing-prels, refpeéting which,
he had, he faid, received an information ; but no
fuch thing being 1n the houle, he made ufe of fome
expreflious of intimidation, and retired carrying
off the types and hand-bills above mentioned, af
-~ which the following 1s a copy :

ON Saturday the zoth inft. at twelve o’clock,
about one hundred of the Monaghan militia pro-
ceeded from the new barrack, adjoining this
town, to the Northern Star office. In the paflage
leading to it from High-ftreet they were joined by -
a large party of the artillery. T'he two parties
then entered the office and printing-houfe, head-
ed by the Serjeant Major of the Monaghan mili-
tia, and procceded to deftroy the papers, books,
types, prefles, &c. beating and {everely wound-
g {everal of the young men belonging to the
oifice. For about half an hour they continued
the work of deftruétion without the {mallelt 1n-
terruption ; in the interim the clerks belonging
to the office went to General Lake’s houfe to get
him to interfere, but he had left town that morn-
ing, and the next in command, Colone! Barber,
was alfo gone out of town. General Lake’s Aid-
du-Camps were then applied to, and refufed to
take any ftep in the bufinefs; and with the fame
fuccels was the officer of the main-guard applied
to, though ftationed within lefs than one bundred
yards of the fcene of aétion. The Chief Magi-
{trate was fearched for in vain, and three other

Magiftrates
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Magifirates were applied to, but all declined to
act. At length Colonel Leflic, of the Monaghan
ilitia, was found, and prevailed on to go to the
office, but was unable to difperfe the military,
until he went and brought a guard of the militia,
and for a thort time cleared the office of thefe mi-
litary ruffians, He afterwards requefted the
friends of the proprictors to go to the office and
take care of what property remained; on which
five gentlemen went, not only to take care of the
property, but to take an account of the damage
- done, that itmight be recovered off the barony.—
~ They had not been employed in this bufinefs
more than ten minutes, when a large party of the
artillery, with fome ferjeants of the militia, re-
turned, armed with hatchets, fledges, &c. forc-
cd paft the guard, attacked the gentlemen in the
othce, who narrowly efcaped with their lives, and
then procceded to finifh the entire deftruétion of
all the property on the premifes, throwing pa-
pers, types (after having broke them with fledges)
books, &c. out of the windows; nor did the
doors and windows cfcape their tury. About two
o’clock they had compleated their bufinefs, and
leit the buildings a complete wafte.—The proper-
ty thus deftroyed has been eftimated, on oath, at
four thouland pounds value. '
~ The only reafon affigned for this barbarous
outrage is, that an advertifement, purporting to
be from the non-commiflioned officers and pri-
vates of the Monaghan regiment of militia was
refufed to be inferted in the Northern Star, from
its contalning a grofs calumny on the inhabitants
- of Belfalt, but which was offered to be inferted,
provided the paragraph containing the calumny
was fupprefled.  But the abfence of the two prin-
cipal officers, and the refufal of cvery other offi-
-- ‘ cer
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cer who was applied to, to ftop the outrage, and
the Chief Magiftrate being abfent, muit prove
to the world, that a pretence was only wanting,
and that the deftru&ion of the paper was the ef-
fect of a regular preconcerted plan. What will
throw farther light on the bufinefs is, a declara-
tion made by the Serjeant-Major of the Monagh-
an militia to the young men in the office, when
the military firlt entered it, < Don’t blame us, boys,
“ for what we are going to do,—we are only exe-
“ “cuting the orders of our officers” -

The Printers of the paper determined to conti-
nue the publication at a neighbouring printing-
houle, until their own was repaired, expecting
that the military vengeance was glutted, but n-
tel_ligence of this having reached Colonel Barber,
he went to all the printing-houfes in town, and
told them, that they might expe&t to have all
their properties deftroyed in a f{imilar manner,
and that /e could not prevent 1t, He allo went
to the diftributer of ftamps, and feverely repre-
manded him for having given ftamped paper to
the Printer. '
~ Thus fell the Northern Star in the head quar-
ters of General lake, who, 1n his famous pro-
clamation, promifed proteétion to the lives and
propertics of the inhabitants in his diftrict.—1The
veal caufe of its deftrution was, s unwearled
cffors to unite the people, to oppofe a wicked and
-bandoned adminiftration, and to procure a full
and fair reprefentation of ALt the Irifh people.
Thefe were its crimes,, and for thefe were the mi-
nions of defpotifm hunted on to deftroy it. “The
{y{tem of military violence is not abandoned—on
Monday night the houfes of three of the inhabi-
«ants, who were obnoxious to thele friends of re-

gular government, were deftroyed, and yelterday
| T another
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another. houfe was dellroyed, and the furniture
committed to the flames, while the wife of the
unfortunate owner was in labour, and is now at
the point of death.

A perfon of the name of Dickey was ftabbed
and houghed by the military.

There are but two ways of viewing th1s tranf-
altion; either the officers could not, or would
not, reftrain the foldiery—either way the money
wrung from the hard earnings of the people is

equally well beftowed in fupport of fuch pro-
teftors.

Baﬁ" 5 25tb-May, 1797.

On Monday morning Mrs. Smyth fearing
fome outrage from a part of the military, who
have been in the habit of wrecking or houfe-
breaking, and this as well from mtimations the
hiad received, as from obferving this defcription
of foldiers taking marks of the houfe, and indeed
making little fecret, even in the open ftreet, of
their defign, fhe waited upon General Lake to
claim his protettion, who told her it was wrong
to attend to fuch ftories. Mrs. Smith afked him
whether the foldiers had orders to wreck her
houfe ? The General replied, they had not.  Mrs.’
Smith then begged to know, if they could do it
without orders ? to which the General anfwered,
that to be fure they might; that her hufband had
been connefted with this bufinefs of feditious
prmtmg, but if no more of fuch' matters were to
be admitted into the houfe, it thould not be de-
ﬁroyed but that if he got hold of her hufband,
he would put him in gaol in two feconds; addmg,
that the account of the deftruction of the Northern
Star was falle. Upon this Mrs. Smith went home,

3 and
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and from thence went to the Reverend Wiiliam
Briftow’s, the fovereign of the town, to claim his
prote&mn but before fhe returned from thence,
‘in lefs than -half an hour from her leaving the Ge-
neral’s houfe, a party of the Monarban miilitia,
headed by a ferjeant, and provided wn‘l ﬂbdges
bludgeons, and other mftraments f{uited for .the
purpofe, procecded to demolith’ every article of
furniture, and in a very fhort time knocked out
the window-fafhes as high as the third {tory, and

departed, leaving behind them an uninhabitable.
ruin. About thzs time Coloncl Lellie, who com-
mands the above regiment, arrived, and fecing
what was doue, a gjuard was Rationed upon the

houfe.

On the evening of thlS day Mrs. Smith waited
on Colonel Leflie, to requeft that he would do her
the favour to take away the foldiers from her
houfe, which he complied with, telling her, that
had fhe made her firlt appllcauon to him, he
would have prevented the wrecking.— T he Gene-
ral alfo afterwards declared to Mifs Rab, fifter to.
Mrs. Smith, that he intended to have come down' |
and 1ntcrp0fed but that he was prevented by a
unfortunate vifit from a methodif} preacher, whofe '
tedioufne(s had occafioned ais dcla)

Since the above tranfaé’uon, the followmg pub-
lications have appcarcd in the Belfaft Ncws Let-

ter -

/

Fo THEPIULBLILCE

« Tt 1s with extreme reluétance that we addrefs
the public on fo diftrefling a fubjeét—but having
feen a printed paper, figned W]Iham Orr, ’Wthhr
was delivered by him yefterday as his dying de-

claration
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claration at the place of his execution, in which
was this affertion, viz. “ I was applied to by the
High Sheriff, and the Revercud William Briftow,
fovcreign of Belfaft, to make a confeffion of guilt,
, who ufed entreaties to that cfie¢t, this I perempto-
| rily refufed.” © e AN
| “ We think it a duty we owe to ourfelves and,
the public to ftate precilely’the purport of our
converfation with the unfortunate man, on the
fubject alluded to in his declaration, and the
circumitances that Tedto it = 27 o - =00
“ Being ' at Carrickfergus on Wednefday the
~ 2nth ult. 1o attend an eleftion of an Alderman
and Burgefs for that corporation, the fheriff ex-
preflfed an intention of going into the gaol, for
the purpofe of fecing if the prifoner'(Mr. Orr)
had cevery reafonable accommodation that his un-
fortunate fituation would admit of, and requefted
Mr. Briftow to accompany him.—After fome cn-
juiries from the prifoner to that efle&, and fome
{ervations on a religious book, which Mr. Orr
had \been reading, Mr. Briftow faid to him,—
' ¢« Sir, I have feen a paper.which vour brother
and another gentleman brought to the fheriff on
Monday laft; with your name annexed to it, in
which you acknowledge the juftnefs of your fen-
tence, and cautioned others againft being led in-
to bad praétices by wicked and defigning men.”
Mr. Briftow added, “ that it was expelted, from
what your brother and that gentleman told the
{herifl; that ir would have been publithed in laft
‘Monday’s Belfaft paper.—! am counfident, faid
- Mr. Bnftow to Mr. Orr, that this acl{nowlcdg-
ment, which you had for fome time withheld,
~mufl pow afford you great comfort.” Mr. Orr
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£ zeplied, «Yes, Sir, it hasrelieved my mind very
& much.”  Mr. Briftow then faid to Mr. Orr, “ A%
3 = _you
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you are conficious of your guilg, it 18 your bounda
en duty, if you know of any confpiracy againit
the {tate, to make a difcovery of any circumiftance
you my know, which can throw any light upon
it, as the only reparation you can make to your
mjured country.” Mr. Orr replied, “ I can re-
collet none at prefent.” The fheriff then faid,
“ Mr. Orr, if upon refle€tion you fhould hereaf-
ter recollect any circumftances of that nature,
which you would wifh to communicate, I will,
upon your application, immediately attend you ;
or Mr. Briftow, I am certain, will do fo, or any
other magiftrate of the county.” Mr. Orr replied,
“ I thank you, ‘Sir.”

“ This we afhrm was the whole fubftance of
what then pafled between us and the unfortunate
William Orr, and as nearly as we can recolleét,
the exalt words, and that we never had a conver-
fation with him on that fubjeét at any other time.

“ The truth of this whole ftatement we are .
ready (if neceflary) to attelt in the moft folemn
manner. |

C. SKIFFINGTON,
High Sheriff of the county of Antrim,

Belfaft, WILLIAM BRISTOW,
0&. 15th, 1797. Sovereign of Belfaft.”

The following pn&/fcézz‘z'm Jrom Mr. Fames Orr,
brother to Mr. William Orr, appeared in the
next Belfaft News Letter.

L O RE. PUBL S

“ In confequence of feeing a paragraph in the
Belfalt News Letter, figned C. Skiffington, Efq.
| , High



(49 ) | _

High Sheriff of this county, and the Reverend
- William Briftow, Sovereign of Belfaft, relative
to the declaration of my unfortunate brother, I
am therefore induced, through juftice to the cha-
raéter of my brother and myf{elf, to lay the whole
of that tranfadtion before the public. A few
days after my brother was found guilty and fen-
tenced to die, I went to Belfaft'and applied to
many gentlemen for the purpofe of ufing their in-
tereft to have the punitfhment of my brother miti-.
gated, and in prefence of Mr. James Dickey of
Randleftown, and Mr. Thomas L. Stewart of
Belfaft, I applied to Mr. Staples, a member of
parliament for this county, and the Honourable
William John Skiffington, for the above purpofe,
who propofed, if I would get a written confeflion
of guilt from my brother, that they would fign a
memorial for the purpofe of obtaining his pardon
and the Honourable William John Skifhngton
faid, he would go round the gentlemen of the
grand jury (who were then moftly all in Belfait)
and get the memorial figned by them. In confe-
quence of which, I got a written confeffion pre-

ared before I left Belfaft, and produced it to the
Hon. William John Skiftington, and afked him if
it was full enough? to which he agreed. I ac-
cordingly went to Carrickfergus and applied to
my brother to fign the confeflion, which I pro-
duced to him, telting him, if he would fign it,
the above gentlemen would fign a memorial to
obtain him his pardon, and get the reft of the
grand jury to do fo. On his reading over the
written confeflion, he declared, he never would
confent to fign a paper acknowledging his guilt
and the jultice of his fentence, as he declared he
was not guilty of the crime he was charged with.

Not being able to induce him to confent to the
: E above
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above, I left him, and conceiving it would be
of very material u"c and be the means of faving
his lifc, for this purpofe, and through that viéw,
I prepared and figned 1n his name the confeflion

of guilt, entirely without the privity or confent of -

my brother, and immediately returned to Belfalt,

and delivered it to the Hon. W illiam. John Skif-
fington, as the aét of my brother, with which, I

believe, he went round the above gentlenren in
order to obtain their fignatures to the memorial,
which they refufed. This was the whole trap -
altion, being entirely my a&, and not that of
my brother, as he utterly refuled 1t.—And this I
am ready to verily upen oath.

« JAMES ORR.”

From the Belfaft News Letter, Ocl. 27

s Havihg {een a paragraph in the Belfalt Newé
Letter, figned Jamrs Ogrg, {tating, that 1 bad
promiled to fign a memorial to the Lord Lieute-

- mant, in order to obtain a pardon for his brother,

then under fentence of dcath, on condition that

he made a written confeflion of his guilt; I think
it neceflary thus publicly to declare, that I never

made any fuch promife. I did recommend it to
him to prevail on his brother to make and publifh
a full confeffion of his guilt, and with 1t an cx-
hortation to the deluded people with whom he had
been conneéled, to deﬁﬁ from their wicked and
trealonable purfults as the only poﬂiblc chance
he had for mercy. Since the morning on which

that converfation pafled, I have never fecn or
~ heard from any of*the parties prefent, relative to

the fubjc& above mentioned.

O&ober 23d. e JOHN STAPLES 2

'
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- How far thefe publications: juftify the firft in-
fertion 1n the Belfaft News Letter, that Mr. Wil-
liam Orr had taken “ zZaf public method.,” (viz.
an advertifement in that Newipaper) to acknow-
ledge his guilt and the juftice of his fentence, let
the public judge. How far the converfation with
the High Sheriff and the Reverend Mr. Briftow,
who 1nterrupted him during his meditations over
a religious book 1 his prifon, i which they
took fo elaborate a part, whilft he only replied in
a few cold and civil words, cvidently calculated
to cut thort the intrufion ; how far this converfa-
tion juftifies the malignant afperfions with which
certain other new{papers have teemed, the Re-
porter will not take upon himielf to fay. He
wifhes to confine himfelf to the chafteft narrative
of the faéts, and to do juftice equally to the liv-
ing and the dead. Two thingsare now certain—
1 hat- Wilhiam Orr never did fign a confeflion of
his guilt, though urged and entreated fo to do, in
order to {ave his life.—And alfo, that the High
Sheriff and Mr. Brifiow both refufed to fign the

memorial in his favour, which caufed the refufal

of many other gentlemen. They promifed, it is

true, to write privately to government the caufe of

their refufal—and it was hoped that they would
have written 1n the fame {pirit of chriftian kiad.
nels which led them firft to his prifon to enquire
whether he had every comfortable accommodation
confiflent with his unhappy fituation, on that day
when the eleétion of a burgels accidentally called
them to the town of Carrickfergus, Much was

- with reafon expeéted from the humane reprefen-
tation of thefe gentlemen, both perfons of confi-

deration in the eyes of government : one of them
High Sheriff of the county, a gentleman of a no-

ble family, and a colleftor of his majefty’s cuf-

E 2 toils
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toms-—the other a clergyman highly beneficed in
the church, vicar'general of the diocefe of Down,
and Counnor, and lately appointed a chaplain to
his I xccllcncy the Lord Lieutenant, a man of
abilitics undoubtedly, whofe fervices to govern-
ment had becn the caufe of difpenfing with his
attendance at the court, On the other hand, the
family of the prifoner, the private chara@er of
himfelf and his brother, were {trong grounds for
fuch powertul admcatcs to urge, when warmed
with that fentiment of benevolence which firft led

them to his gaol,

The following Letter written by the Prifoner to his
Wife, has fince come to the hand of the Reporter.

Carrickfergus, Saturday Mornmg
€ MY DEAR WIFE,

“ I now think proper to mention the grounds,
“ of my prefent cncouragement, under the ap-
“ prehenfion of fhortly appearing betore my mer.
“ ciful God and Redecemer—My entire innocence
“ of the crime I am charged wuh——Secondlyf
“ A well founded hope of meeting a merciful
“ God—Thirdly, A firm confidence that that God
“ will be a buftband to you and a father to your
“ Jittle children, whom I do recommend to his
“ divine care and proteétion, who has protefled
“ me from my mother’s womb.—And my laft re-
“ queft 15, That you will train them up in the
> knomlcdgc of that religion which is the ground
“ of my prefent comfort, and the foundation of
¢ that happinefs, I truft, I fhall fhortly enjoy, in
“ that day when we muft all appear before the
“ Great Judge of Judges and Ruler of all. —Fare.
“ wel, my dear wifc, farewel.

« WILLIAM ORR.™

'.-
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On Friday O&ober 27th, Colonel Barber cal-
led at a fhop in Belfalt, and in General Lake’s
name informed the owner, that he underftood it
was intended to publifh a pamphlet refpeéting
Mr. Orr’s trial, to inflame the minds of the lower
order of the people, and that the wrecking of Mr.

Smith’s houfe might be an example of what thould
be done wherever it was found.

The impartial Reporter of this trial has not
thought it beneath the importance of his fubjeét
1o relate thefe latter falts, leaving it to the feel-

ings and judgment of every reader to make his
own refletions.

Counfel for the Crown. | Counfel for the Prifoner.

Mg. ArT. GENERAL, | MR. CURRAN,

Mgr. MacarTNEY, | MR.SamprsoN.
Mgr. MAYNE, , Agent,
Mg. DawsoN, t Mr. James M‘Guckix.
Mgz. RuxTON. .
Agent,
MR- J. Kemmrs.



