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Copy of Goverbrq Throop’s l.etter to the Sheriff
of New-York, directing the

Elxecution of Johnson.

kxecutive Department, Albany, April 25, 182+
Sir—I have received a petition for pardon, in behal: of
~ Richard Jolhinson, in your custody, under sentence of death,

for murder, and a statement of the proceedings of the trial,
and have bestowed upon the ease that attention whieh the
importance and painful interest of the subjeet demanded.
'The Killing was in the presence oi witnesses, and the man-
_ner in which it was perpetrated is not a ma of doub: or
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dispute. It was done deliberately.  The “pistol Was put in

_opder and prepared for the oceasion; 1t was f wic ‘I-.;di-.uhm*g-
¢d s and ics contents were each time lodged in the body of
the deceased. The tragiec deed was the vesult of & previcus

~misunderstanding between the parties of several days” cone
tinuance : and the proximate cause a personal struggle, com-
menced on his part with angry feelings, and ¢arried on with
a sufficient interval before its fatal termination, for reficc-
tion. 'T’he means employed were certain to produce dea i
~and they were persevered in, with an apparentlpinflexiile
determination to accomplish the death of the miserab™
ti ol his vielence. During several preceding days,
hibi‘ed those appearanees of gloom, abstr-etion of min«
dfapres?ion of spiri:ts, which nfieate a bosom deepl; agita.
with violent passion, and a mind oceupied with absoriin
subjects.

It is urged in his fivour that his mind was deranged when
the deed was done—and that he had before sustained a good
character, and was of an ami-ble and benevolen disposition.

The question of insanit was a matier in issue on the t. ial,
and the jury, after hearin: all the testimony, decided aguinst
him, [ see nothing in tie evidence to induee me to doubt the
correelness of their verdier in that respeet.

His supposed amiable charaeter, while it is evident n a
doubtful ease, to be dily weirhed by the Jury in pronouneing
upon the intent, and appeals to our sympathy, does not afforc
a suflicient reason for arresting the course of justice. |

[t is in proof, however, upen ihis point, that he had lived ir
a licentious intercourse with this woinan for severa] year-, an¢
their intimaey has, in the ordinary progress of vice, tejuii
nated in the highest misdceds, _ |

The laws have pronounced his doom, and declared him a fit
objcet of exemplary punishment, and | do not leel justified in
tterposing the execulive arm, to defeat theu poline deeds,

| mus: thereiore request you, to communieare (o the wre ehe
ed conviet my decision, without delay, that he may prep .«
hi;.; 'elf ‘0 neel his fa;e, ;._ind zﬂakﬁ h-ﬁ- [lr‘&iﬁe Witil hlB { :..":::,,_ne'-*ﬁ
God. I am respectiully yours, &e.

T'o the Sherifl’ of Ncw-Y ork, B, F. 1EROOB
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RICHARD JOHNSON,

FOR THE

MURDER
Of Ursula Newman,

On the 20th Nov. 1828, by shooting her with a
pistol loaded with buck shot or slugs,

NINE OF WHICH ENTERED HER BODY;
- TOGETHER WITH THE

Charge of the Court, and the

CONFESSION OF THE PRISONER
Of bis Intention to have added Suicide to the Horrid and Ap\-

palling Murder for which he is to suffer an ignominious
death, and his letter to a friend in Philadel-

phia previous to his Conviction.
- ~ NEW-YORK:
PRINTED AND SOLD WHOLESALE AND RETAIL, BY.

CIRISTIAN BROWN,
" No. 211 WATER-2TRERT,N, YORK:
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Johnson’s Letter,
AS READ UPON HIS TRIAL.

N. York, City Prison, Feb. 3, 1829.

Mr. James L. Dougherty, Dear, Sir, I hope that you have
mot forsaken me, because that 1 am in prison, and have very

few friends in this city, and if you turn a deaf ear to me I fear

I have none elsewhere. True 1 have no claims on you for

your friendship, yet I thought you would be most like] y to lis-

ten to my cries. I did not ask you for the loan of money, I '
only said that I might have todo so. I only wished to find ou¢’ |
whether you would be kind enough to answer my letter, and |

send me my certifieate, which 1 am badly in want of, but'i¢ .

seems you have paid no attention to it, therefore I am compel.

led to make a second trial. My dear sir, I hope that you will.

mot keep that from me, when it is in your power, without the -

least trouble or detriment to you or your family, to forward it

on to me, to the care of Mr. Joseph Flower, No. 455 Broad.

way. James I cannot account for this coldness, for I am sure

that I have ever treated you well, and would have been happy

in obliging you in any shape that could be in my power. ff

you would think for one moment on my situation, I think you

would not be quite so backward in merely writing me a lefter.,
Consider that I am hese locked up in a prison, where there i

no chance for me to do any thing myself, but am a dependent
creature for every thing, and since I have been in this horrid

place 1 have suffered every thing but death, It is useless for
me fo tell you that I have been deprived of every thing I had
in the world through that worst of women, my office sold to pay
the rent of that house, and even my clothes destroyed or hid
away by Mrs. Langshawe, and says my friends got them,

I hope you will not fail to answer this as soon as you recejve

it. I will try you once more. 1 want you to send word, or go
yourself, to.Samucl H. Perkins, in 6th, street, near Chestnut-
street, if you please, and tell him my trial will come on on the
secord Monday in March, instead of the third ; I hope then to
see you, and all of my acquaintances that you can get to come
with you, I think that I have nearly recovered the little sense
that | once bad. You need not doubt, but that I shall he aca -
quitted, for it is either death or Jiberty.

I am fraternally yours,
| RICHARD JOHNSON.
My respects to 'Thomas & Ells.
Mi, Jawes L. Dougherty, No, 89, South Front-st, Philad.
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Richard Johnson,

FOR THE MUTURDER OF

GRSULA ITEITIEAL
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Court of Oyer and Merminer.

TUESDAY, Mareh 10, 1829,

("ounsel for the people, Hugh Maxwell, District Attorney
~for the defence, N. B. Blunt, William M. Price, aod J.
D. Wheeler, -

The fullowing Jurors were empannelled :

1 John N. Greeu, 7 Isaae L. Tompkins,
2 Frederick Weed, 8 Timethy Haviland,

s David Broad, 9 John Buekout,

4 Alfied Carhart, - { 10 Joseph Connover,

5 Martin Peck, 11 John Naul,

6 Silas Bedell, {2 Christ’r. Livingston,

The prisoner, having previously pleaded not guilty, was
put vpon his trial. The District Altorney opened the cause,
repeated part of the charge, and stated part of the evidence
that would be produced in the case, and said that if what he
had stated were proved hy the witnesses which would appeal,
unless the accused gave some cause to prove his irresponsi~
bility for his aet, a verdiet must be found against him. |

John Colvill, coroner, was first called and sworn.. On the
22d day of November last, was calied to hold aninquest on
the body of Mrs. Newman, 25 William-street—Dr. Kinf
was present, and Dr. Stearns was sent for, also Dr. Scudder.

Dr. Harris sworn—Saw the deceased on the 20th Nov.
sitting on & settee, exhausted by loss of blood ; ordered bran-
dy and water—three wounds round the nipple of the riglit
Wreast, and one on the arm ; the balls separated at the Wt
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rib : on opening the eavity of the chest, two balls weve tound
against the vib:; a fissure in the diaphragm, the liver pene
trated by two or more b lls, one in the right kidney; thesé
wounds produe-d death; 11th rib separated ; four ball- in
the muscles of the back ; bick shot; nine in all. On the
seco: d discharge, about nine balls entered the elbow. and és-
caped near the wreist 3 first sho: in the breast was the fatal one.

Ben). T Barker sworn. On the 20th Novenber, hea: d a
pisto! report fiom No. 25 William-street 3 two lads, with
hands bloody, eame out and said, ¢ a man has shot mother.”’
He entered the house and saw . three o four girls ; he asked
¢ what’s the matter 3”> was answered, “ Johnson has shot Mrs.
Newinan. Mrprs. N.saton a so'a; a girl kissing her, and ex-
elaiming, ¢ O dear mother!’ M s. N. bleeding at the right
breast, Johnson ecame in and fired, exclaiming, ¢ it the first
did not kill you, damn you the second will or shal.” ‘T'he
prisoner is the man. Someihing struck on my right arm;
could not tell what, in the confusion and smoke. He fired
the second shot in my presence, against the left arm ; did not
see first shot; shedid not speak; Mr. Harrison and an old
- gentleman seized him ; it was about 2 o’clock, P. M.; cannot
say that I saw a wildness in his'countenance ; had not stated
that there was a w ldness in the eyes, or appearance of in-
sanity ; did not see it ; did not particularly see the counte-
nance till he was out of doors; did not hear him speak ; he
made a rush to escape ; never heard Mrs. N. speak ; the pis-
tol burst in pieces ; did not hear him complain of a wound in
the hand ; did no* examine his hand ; it was bieeding profuse-
ly ; did not see a ehild. He appeared wild in the street; on
the cart compluined of being tied ; said he would go to prison
without tyin:. bee L o5 A

Cross-examined. When he went info the room, there
were two or three persons presen', whom he did not know.
After two or three minutes Johnson rushed in. "The doors
were all open. Cannot say how Johnson looked. Has not
ever stated that he looked wild and insane at that moment.
Did nat examine his eounienance until after he was taken
ont. After he was taken out, he made an effort to go away ;
but was held by witness and Harris. Believes the pistol
went to pieces. A prece struck witness’ arm. Johnson’s
hand or wrist bled freely. Did not hear him say any thing.
The room was a baek one, not so lizht as other paits of the
house. - _ - _
By the Court. When he saw Johnson alter he was takep
Mo the street, he looked wiid-l'ke. He eomplzined about
hi- being tied on the cart, and said he would go without being
tted, as witness believed, bul cannel swear te.
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Feseph T. Villarino. 'Was art the door of Senor Lanwai’s
store, on the day mentionod, when he heard the report of a
pistol, which drew him to the house of Mrs. N. A boy eame
out erying, * a man has killed my mother.” Wentl in. and
found a woman on a sofa wounded. A man eame iu between
witness and a young lady, as the former was looking at the
wounds, said something, and fired a pistol. Witness was
much agitated. Saw the man, who 1s the prisoner, after-
wards in custody of two men. Witness is a foreigner and
speaks Knglish with some hesitation. Cross Examined.—
Did not count the number of persons in the room ; Was
. it two minutes before Johnson came m. LIad never seen
him before. A number of persons eame in immediately.—
The room was filled with smoke after tke discharge, Saw
Johnson three or four minutes afterwards taken hold of by
two men, looking like a man who Lad committed a erime.—
Did not hear him say any thing. Saw that his hand was
bloody. Does not know the particular and characteristie
differenee between the expression of vivlent passion and of
madness, Is accustomed to see men In a passion, but has
not seen many erazy peop'e. '

William H. Harrison.—Knows the prisoner by sight Saw
him at Mrs. Newman's on the day she was shot. Was in

opposite house, Mr. Regnard’s ; heard the flrst pistol shot.
Heard an alarm. Saw the people running ; and went over
into the house. A erowd was besetting the house, and ano-

ther report was heard in the back part of it. Saw Mrs.
Newman carried as a corpse. Met Johnson walking along
side, and exclaimed—+ My God ! where is the man who did

it 22 Jehnson came right ap to him as a lion, and said ¢« [ am
the one who did it.” ¢ And what did you do it for?” <“Be-

sause she did not do what was right.”” Witness asked. ¢ Is
~ there no authority to lay hold of you ?” [T disregard the au-
thority—I1 did it. Witness then eried out, that he demanded
assistance in the name of the State; and seized Johnson.
Another man eame and al-o laid hold of him. Johnsen then
turned deliberately, and looked. at the body, and said good
bye! Witness was very voluble. No cross-examination.
William Lawson. Saw the prisoner after his arrest, and
aceompanied him on the cart, to the police office—asked him
frequently, why did you commit this horrible act? Johnson
was long siient, but at last replied, I shall answer no questions
now ; I have good reasons, which will come before the pub-
lic when the matter is examined. They were then near St.
Paul’s Charch. | |
Cross-examined. Saw the prisoner coming down stairs
~with a pistol, lost gight of him, and afterwards assisted Mr.
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Harriton in tying him fo the cart with eart ropes. He was
fastened to the rung of (he cart by his arm ; not so as to hurt
“him, but to secure him. The cart started as soon as the
erowd could be got through. Jobnsen said nothing before
aoming to St. Paul’s Church, except in reply to a question
by witness, of how his arm bad got hurt. He said it must
have been by the bursting of the pistol, as he had no other
weapons. In the police office, he said he felt faint, from the
loss of blood 5 but made no complaints on the way. When
witness asked him how he came to be so unreleniing, as to
#ire a second time, he said the second pistol was meant for
himseif ; but some meddling person had pushed or pulled his
olbow ; and what mischief it had done, he knew not.

Rachel Newman. Has known the prisoner five or sjx
years. First became acquainted with him in Phil:delphia-
Witness is the daughter of the deceased. Johnson resided
in her mother’s house in Philadelphia. She moved to this

city on the 1st of last May ; and prisoner accompanied her.

He was a printer, and had his office in the garrvet of the
house where Mrs. N. lived. Heard words of disacreement

between her mother and prisoner, before the 20th Novem!er,
It was not previous to leaving FPhiladelphia; it occurred
three or four weeks hefore her mother was wounded. Wit-
ness was present when a difference arose concerning John-
son’s business as a printer. He said he was going to the
north of this State ; and, as witness believes, he was leaving
his business in an unsettled state. Mrs. N. was opposed to
his going. unless he made the arcangements she wished, be-
fore he went. Prizoner made use of an angry expression,
and threatened to expose Mrs. N. Mvrs. N. said she defied
any insipuations ; and he must explain himself before he left the
room, Witness left them during the conversation. Prisoner
deft the city the same evening. Returned on the 19th of No-
vember, having been absent from the house during the inter-
vening time. Requested to relate what took place on the 20th.
They dined at about 20’clock., Witness was in the room when
Johnson came in with the first pistol. He came in and locked
the door. He had a child in his arms. Mrs. N. was carving,
and stopped, and met him half way in the room. He went to-
wards the front room ; and she struggled with him for the child.
Phe took the child and went to the locked door, saying opén
the door, and then went out of a-windew in the rear of the house
with the child in her arms. The window leads out on a kind
of piazza. Johnson stood by the door leading into the front
room. Wiiness begged him to go with her into the front room,
and tell her what his conduct meant. The end of the dining
table where Jehnson stood, teuched the door opening into the
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front room. Johnson made no reply to witness’s question;
She told him fo be ecalm. He said he was ; and ran from her
out of the same window .through which Mrs. N. had passed.
Witness asked a gentleman in the front room, (Mr. Marchland,)
to comne with her into the back room; but she went into the
parior alene. Her mother was silting ona low chair, and
Johnson stood between the windows with a pistol. Witness
~ asked him for it ; and told him he was acting tragedy. He said
he was not,  She asked him what he was doing with a pistol,
then ; and that she thought he was performing the Stranger.
Tiied to get the pistol from him ; when he pushed her back.
Said t was for the sake of witness and her sister he had done
that thing, Mrs. N. said, what is it to them girls ? Other words
passed, which witness does not strictly remember. Thinks
Mrs. N, asked Johnson what he wished her to do. He said
he wished her to acknowled:e him for her husband, and rthat
child to be their’s ; and they would be happy yet. She rose
and said something which witness did not hear. Witness again
tried to get the pistol, but Johnson held it above her reach;
then drew it down and fired. Does not recollect that he said
any thing after he fired. He left the room. Mvrs. N. thensat
on the sofa, and witness stood before her supporting her. The
D. A. said, as the other part of the case had been related by
the other witnesses, he would uot trouble the court with a re-
~ pelition. - e | |

Cross Examined by Price. Mrs. N. kept a hotel and board-
inging house in Philadelphia, called the New England Coffee
House. Does not know at what particular date Johnson came
there, He lived there continually, as a boarder, Does not
now know that he formed a part of the family. He was not
called the husband of -Mrs. N. in Philadelphia; and did not call
witness and her sister his children. Mprs. N. left Philadel-
phia to go to the west part of this State, two or three years
after Johnson came, and was absent about three months. Af-
ter coming fo this city, and betore the conversation mention-
ed in the direct examination, she never heard Johnson demand
an ackdewledgment as to the child of Mrs. N. When he came
back, the day before the affair, he brought two children with
him; one of which was the one ‘before spoken of. Mrs, N,
never acknowledged that it was her child, to witness, at any
time. Heard nothing said about paying notes or &!lldgmems, or

providing for the child. The body examinedby the physicians
was that of her mother.

The prosecution rested.
My. N. B. Blunt opened for the defence. He siated to
the jury the legal definitions of murder as Jaid doewn in Ceke
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wid Blackstone. The defence would be insanity, and ths
géneral good character of ihe prisoner. The counsel eutme-
rated the eavses and characteristies of madness. The c¢lass
of thi- disease which the prisoner was overtaken with, as he
hoped ‘o show, was called by the physicians, (Maniacal
frenzy.) He read extracts from a treaiisc on mental derange-
ment. | here w uld also be a painful task, he said, to per-
form. in going into character of Mrs. N. and the kistory of
her intinacy with the prisoner He stated the faets in the

lives of both, which, it was expected, would be proved by the
evidence. He called, |

John Ayres. Witness wenf to lodge with Mrs. N. in 1827,
and remain+d there till 1828.—Knew Johnson there; and
always considered him a mild, industrious and amiable man.
Never heard any thing against him previons to this transac-
tion.

James L. Dougherty. Resides in Philadelphia, Has known '
‘the prisoner three years. Has been intimate in Mrs. N’s family

since he was twelve years old.—Johnson’s general character
has been fair and upright, and his disposition the witness has

always considered good. Asked as to Mrs. N’s general char-
acter. The District Attorney said he came into court to try
no suech question, and was not prepared to go into it; neither
could it affect the merits of the case. Wiiness was then asked
to state what he knew of the connexion between the prisoner
and the deceased. He has always considered that there was
unity of interest and action between them ; and there were ru-
mours that they lived as man and wife. Mrs. N., sometime
previous to her leaving Philadelphia, communicated her inten-
tion of her doing so to witness ; who asked the prisoner wheth-
er he intended leaving Philadelphia also ; and advised hun ot
to accompany her to New-York, unless he intended to marry
her. He answered he considered himself i1n honor beund te
assist her as long as he was able ; and that they would eventu-
ally be married He attended fo packing her goods at the re-
moval —After Mrs. N. lefi Philadeiphia the first time, when
going to Rochester, witness had a conversation with Johnson
as to her pregnancy, and mentioned his supposition as to John-
son’s being the father, which Johnson after some hesitation,
admitted. Mrs, N. was absent much longer than was expccted,
she was gone some two or three months. Had various conver-
sations with Johnson during the intcrval.  Some two or three
weeks before her return, Johnson told witnes~ she had been
delivered 3 and the child been placed under some person’s
care. He said, at one time, that there was a disposition on her
part to conceal from him where it was, Mrs. N. generally
demeaned herself te the prisoner as a wife te her husband.—
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$he was of a jealous disposition, which led to quarrels, i
September last, witness was in this city; and Johnson was
about accompanying him to the Park Theatre, when Mrs. New-
man’s son camne to call the former back ; Johnson went back
but soon rejoined witness ; telling him, that Mrs. N. had accu-
sed bim of intending to go to a house of ill fame. They walked
on to the Park, and witness, recognised the deceased at an op-
posite corner, watching them. Johnson then informed witness
that this was a usual occurrence.

Cross Examined. Has reeeived {wo letters in Philadelphia
from Johnson since his confinement. He produced one.  Its
admissibility in evidence was denied by the counsel for the pris-
ener. Price said the defence did not set in that the insanity
continued after the commission of the offence 3 and that a sane
act subsequent could not be given in evidence, as it was imma-

terial The witness being examined by the conrt, said he was
acquainted with prisoner’s hand-writing, and that it was that of

the letter. He had received a letter from Mr. Blunt, request-
ing him to come on; butas he had business here, had previous-
ly made up his mind to do so. The eourt ruled that the letter was
a piece of material evidence as related to the defence of insani-
ty. The District Attorney said he should read it at a subse-
quent stage of the trial.

John Wood affirmed. Has been acquainted with the pris-
ener for a year, but had little knowledge of him. He applied
to witness’ house [or employment, some time since, They had
given him credit in his printing business. Cross —The credit
was for about $70, for articles furnished at different times.
Saw him frequently when he came. Witness was requested to
furnish the entries from his books,

Joseph Flower.. Has known the prisoner six years. Al
ways heard a good character of him. Boarded in the house with
him for a week in Philadelphia.—Went with Mrs. Newman in
this city, when she was looking for a Boarding House. She
mentioned that Johnson would assist ber in keeping it. Wit-
ness had endorsed notes for Johnson, given to Mr. Hoe. Re-
ecived a notice that one was payable, while Johnson was gone
to Roehester. ,

The officers were sworn to retire with the jury.~=~The Court
ook a recess of half an hour.

HALF PAST FOUR.
~ Joseph Flower, again called upon the stand. Has known
Prisoner five or six years—boarded with him in Philadelphia,
His gharacter was good ; and when he came on here called upe
on witness. His temper and disposition good. Just previous
%o Johson’s departure for Rochester, witness noticed, when
on one of his ealls at the printing effice, he did net appear as
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usual. Tndeed, for several weeks there bad been a ghauge.
Mis. Newman sent for him to come down stairs bot he could
hadly get a word out him. Deceased told witness that she did
not know what was the matter with him—that he acted strangely.
W itness informed his own family of the change.

Cross examined by Maxwell.—Prisoner purchased his type
of Dixon. Applied to wilness to borrow money from him in
May. Witness lent him 100 dollars,and notes whichJobnson got
discounted. Before Le went to Rochester, prisoner had paid
one ol the notes, a 100 dol ar note, and, he believes that he had
paid a 35 dollar note, Witness never called vpon him about the
notes. The notes which witness has paid, were since his arrest.
They were not due before he wen! io Rochester. It was a month
or six weeks before he went to Rochester, that he called on him,
when he appeared to act strangely.

By the Court, The last time witness saw Johnson before
Mprs. Newman’s death, was four or five weeks. He then ap-
peared as.though he was distracted in his mind. Did not know
whether he was erazy, but witness thought he was troubled in
his mind. He had-been in the habit of answering (uestions
ahout his basiness, but did not do so now, and would leave the
room, and say little. |

Alexander H Hays, sworn —Has known the prisoner since
the 14th of Septembci—~was in his employ—considered him a
very amizble mild man in his office, and in his house ; Wit-
ness boarded.with him, and considered him much of a gentle-
man Was present when prisoner left for Rochester. On the
morning of that day, Mrs. Newman followed the prisoner into
the printing office, where they had some words in regard to
husiness of the office. She said it was not properly conducted,
be retorted upon her—~Some sharp words ensued. A rencon-
tre oceurred, and both seemed willing for a seufle. In about
an hour afterwards, witness was calied down by Mrs. Newman,
w ho remarked to him that 'he must pay no regard fo what had
taken place, for Johnson was erazy. Shie instrueted witness
to go on with the work, and pay no attention to him. Miss Ra-
chel was by, and said—¢¢ Yes, Johnson is crazv, and has fre-
quenily such turns °> 'TI'bis was the morning of the day on the
evening of which he left for Rochester. Has reason to believe
that he started for Rochester with hut two doliars in his pock-
ets. When he returnéd, his appearance changed. He was
pale, hag zard, and his eyes wild. It was generally spoken of,
He tooi his place at the table, but once after his returne—did
not come 10 his meals as usual. On the day Mrs. Newman
was shot, witness went out with prisoner, up to Broadway-

house, and elsewhere, in search of Mr. Mallory. ©n his way
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he frequently stopped, and acted strangely. During this walk
prisoner fold hin of his marciage with Mes. Newian, by a writ-
ten agreement between themselves, He would repeatedly be-
gin to talk upon a subject, and break offabrupl;—It was a
rainy, cold day. On being asked wether he looked and acted
as though he was crazy, Maxwell objected. ¢ Let us have
what he said and did.”” The court decided that they might
ask, wether his appearance indicated insanity,  To this ques-
tion witness replied that he did.

Cross examined by Maxweil.—A young mau named Jones,
and another, now in Connecticut, worked for Johnson with
witness. Johnson worked with them. Johnsou dud the busi-
ness of the office, During the seuffl., Johnson called her a hag,
said he was her vietim—that she had ruined him, and made 1t
his business to ruin ohers., He worked a little that day.—
B not more than five minutes atatime. IHe was continuslly
running down info the street.  Said that he went to the com-
mittee room at the Arcade. He was out perhaps thirty ticies
that day. His sudden startings made him believe that he was
insane. 'I'his was on the morning of the day on which he left
for Rochester. On his return, witness saw him first, on the
day that Mrs. Newman was killed, He was standing on the
steps in the hall. He took witness by the hand, and said he
had a long account to setile between witne-s and Mrs. Newman,
They went into the b.ck parlor, with Mrs Newman, and talke
ed the matter over., Witness showed him the accoun!s of mo-
ney received, and cash paid, for wages while he was absent.
-Johnson appeared to be satisfied. Nothing was then said about
the derangement of the business.

Direct. At breakfast, on the morning of the 20th, they had
some conversation about Johnson’s looks. Mr. Marshman
gaid his eyes looked very bad—ihey had better take care of
hin—he did not like his looks.

By Maxwell. A little before Mrs. Newman was killed, wit-
ness was going into the back parlor; prisoner forbid his en-
trance ; came to the door with a pistol, and threatened to shoot
him if he entered.

James L. Dougherty. 'Was recalled by Blunt to testify as
to Johnson’s affection for the deceased, bat the testimony was
objected to by Maxwell and overruled by the court.

‘The defence here rested,

The proseculor then put in the letter from Johnson fo
Bﬁllgherty, [referred_io before] T7See second page.

John Wood, recalled by Maxweil, The 8ith of Septembep
was the last day that he had dealings with Johnson. Du;-mg‘
the whole time of their having business together, witness never
saw any evidence of absurdity or insanity.

Rachel Newman was again ealied by Maxwel, Up to the
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20th of November, wilness never saw any thing in Johnson’s
conduct mdicating an alienation of mind.

B¢ the Courts las seen him angry, but that was all the
difference. |

By Price. Dr. Scudder attended her mother. Witness
thinks she never left the room, from the time her mother was
wounded, until she died. Heard nothing said about his mind
being estranged. |

By the Court, Does not recollect hearing any thing said
about his being crazy the day he went to Rochester. She
might have made the expression as testified by Mr. Hays, but
does not recoilect. Heard her mother tell Johnson that
he owed her three hundred dollars, and if he would pay
that, he might go in welcome, but he should not go without.
Witness heard no reply.  Did not hear =1i the broken conver-
gation, [If she had heard her mother say any thing about his
being erazy, it must have been in jest.

Mary Ann Newman, called by Maxwell and sworn. Knows

the prisoner—witness came on with her mother from Philadel-
phia and resided with her until her decease. During the

whole time, she never saw any conduct In Jt)hntﬁ:on, which in-
dicated that he was crazyv : nor had she ever heard any one in
the house say he appeared cruzy.

D John Scudder Saw BMrs. Newman about 3 o’clock on
the 20 h, soon after she was shot. She died two days after-
wards. Was there 12 or 13 hours each day. Her reason was
perfect until a few minutes before her death. 'The first 1 heard

her speak of Johnson, was in the tea room, before the balls
were exiracted. She said ¢ God forgive him, and me.” She

said she bad been a great sinner, and hoped God would forgive
him as he had punished her, and that Johnson must not have
been in his right mind. Thinks the eldest daughter said the
same. Heard Mrs. Newman =ayv repeatedly, that Johnson was
a good man, and she a bad woman, and was now punished.

John H. Watson. Boarded with Mrs. N. from July to the
time of her death. When Johnson returned from Rochester,
he appeared much altered. Saw him going through the dor-
man window. Looked like a different man. Witness went
up into his office and conversed with him. Prisoner looked
fatigued, and complained of the derangement of his office, and
a report that he had run off,

Dr. Scudder recalled. Deceased frequently acknowledged
the child as her’s duriog her last moments.

Rachel Langshore. Mother of the deceased, and lived with
her. Knew Johnson well, and believed him ot sound mind.

The District Attorney here said he had closed the case.

Mesars Price and Wheeler summed up for the defence, ané
were iollowed by Maxwell for the people.
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Charge to the Jury.

His Honor JUDGE EDWARDS, in charging the Juary, observed, that the
Law was well settled upon the subject of Murder; it was not neeessary for
kim to trouble them with a recapitulation of facts, or arguments to show. that
if the prisoner was sane at the period of his committing the crime, it was
Murder. If the fact of death is admitted or made evident, it was then incom-
bent on the part of the prisouer, to make out that he was at the time incapahle
of distinguishing between right and wrong. He did pot mean to say, that a
slight glimmering of intellect would be sufficient ; but that he possesses the
necessary discretion.  Lord Hale had laid down, that a child of fourteen years
of age. if capable of reasoning, could be convicted ; and an instance had oc-
surced. of a child nine years of age, being convicted, it having been shown
that he was a competent judge, and possessed of the necessary discretion. A
mere influence of the passions, great anger, and excessive paroxysms of rage,
were not of themselves «ufficient to constitute a defence. 1t was requisite to
show a specific madness. either previous to the committal of the fatal act, at
the time of its perpetration, or by his subsequent conduct and appearance. His
honer here went into an exaniination ot the evidence of the respective witnes-
ses, particularly alluding to the testimony of Mr. Flower and Mr. Hayes, as
relied upon for the purpose of establishing the insanity of the pri-oner. But,
no overt act on the part of the prisoner was shown. in support of the assertion.
There was no mismanagement of his business, and no particular eriterion to ves-
rity the plea. It was not unucual for persons when in distress, to be o agitated
in mind as to preseut the same features as those alluded to in the conduct of

the prisoner. The jury; however, musi decide upon that point. [here was
gconsidersble evidence of insanity, arising from the nature of the transaction.

It was one of so horrid a nature—so appalling to the mind that it tended to

earry the conviction, that no being possessed of his reason could ever accomplish
it. But it was too true, that there were such dreadful crimes, and that men
eould be found capable of isbruing their hands in the most horrid atrocities,
and that whilst in the full possession of reason. As to how far the developing
the marriage, and the recognition of the child, could have effected his mind, it
was requisite to gather from the sta ements of the witnesses. His Honor here
traced his conduct until be returned with the child. By that return he knew
that he should wound the feelings of the deceased, and injure the character
of her family ; yet he persisted, the child was hrought home, and. as it appeared
led to the death of its parent. It was to be borne in mind that he stated (o those

eonveying him to prison, that he intended to have committed suicide ; and that
e nfession tended to show his motive for performing the act in so open a man

mer; for if that was not his intention he must have known that his own life
would be a sacrifice of his own conduct. The testimony ot Harrison was well
deserving attention. 1'he expression of ** Good bye,” and the manner of his
saying it, was testimoay in his favor. Mr. | awton, however, gives an import-
ant deelaration, which shews that at the time the prironer must bave made it,
be displayed considerable self-possession. The fact of his not attending his
meals regularly, to a certain extent, was in hisfavor, asit was not customary
for persons insane to care for food. But at the same time, individuals troubled
in mind, were frequently simiiarly disposed. The whole question was one of
fact. Lhe duty of the Jury was very serious, affecting the life of the accused,
and eught to be considered with great caution, They would arrive at no con-
eiusion, without travelling minutely over the evidence, and if there was doubt,
they would give the prisoner the benefit of it. The Court did not sit for the
purpose of revenge, for the were intention of being the ministers of vengeance,
and offering up the blcod of the poor unhappy being at the bar. On the con-
trary, they were the guardians of the law, and that law never jost its value by
& conneetion with mercy. His honor concluded a so'emn, impressive and ejg-
quent address, by entrealing the jury in their retirement, so to arranve their
minds, that the prisoner, if guilty. should not be allowed to escape, yet, if in-
nocent. be shielded from the retribution of the 'aw. :

The Jury then retired, and about 1 o’clock
eame into Court with a verdict of GUILTY.
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MARCH 21, 1829.
‘The Court of Oyer and Terminer was opened this morning,

for the purpose of passing the sentence of the law upon Richard
Johnson and Catharine Cashiere, who stood severally eonvicted
of the crime of Murder.

The hour of opening the Court was fixed at eleven, but the
doors were thrown open at ten, and in a few minutes, the
Sessions Room was completely filled. About hall past ten,
Richard Johson and Catharine €Cashiere were brouczht from
the Bridewe!, into Court. Johnson was mmmediately sur-
rounded by several officers, with whom be seemed {¢ converse
in the most unrestrained manner. Subsequently, when placed
in the box, his demeanor was grave and collected. He was
very decenfly and respectably atticed. It is difficult to des-
¢ribe the expression of his countenance. Ile seemed broken,
but not contrite in spirit ; and while anguish of mind was ap-
parent, it was not seemingly of that character which is the be-
ginning of true repentence, ‘I'he woman, was just the reverse
in her deportinent and appeararnce, and as soon as she was
bronght into court, she appeared con<iderably distressed. and
wept with great apparent emotion. But her tears were dried
before the Court came in; and she hstened to her sentence
with perfeet composure, thouch with due solemnity. She is a
gogd locking young woman, with buat a shade of the olive com-
plexion, dark lustrous eyes, and rather an agreeable expression
of countenance. -

The sentence of Johnson was pronounced first. On the

usual question being put, “If he had any thing to say, why
seatence of death should not be pronouneced according to Jaw ?”’
he addressed the Court, as follows :

If your Honours please—I am asked, ¢ what I have (o say,
why judgment of death should not be pronounced upon me.7"
To this, I reply, to the judgzment of the law, NOTHING.
A jury of my couniry has pronounced me Guilty ; and there
remains no discretion with the Court, but to pronounce upon
me the sentence of the law. But to the judgment of the
world, I have much to say. I have been couvicted of a crime,
the bare recital of which, causes humanity to shuddery and 1t
iz a duty 1 owe to myself, while living, and to my memory
when dead, that the circumstances of my offence should be
fully explained. .

Before entering into this detail, T must take this public op-
portunity, in the name of that Omniscient and All Merciful

Being, who will hereafter pronounce His judgment, alike upon
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my judges and myseif, of disclaiming any knowledge of the
trapsaction of that fatal 20th of November. : -

| do not mean to impugn the decision of the jury ;—the
mévements of the mind were beyond their power fo penetrate,
and hard asis my fate, I humbly bow to their verdict.

I cannot here enter fully into the delails of my intimacy
with the unfortunate cause of my own present awful siluation.
Duped and betrayed as I have been, into sorrow, (l'espau‘, a.nd
Jasily involuntary crmne, I am unwilling, while living, 10 1a-
duige in unavailing reproaches. |

In life the d=ceased was the object of my tenderest afiection,
—an affeetion that her own unkind condue! seemed but to in.
flame, and that, bafed in its honorabie purposes—cxpelled
reason from her throne—and in its absence, led to the com-
mission of the off:nce for which I am now te satisty the offeud-
ed community, by my own lLie. Was I conscious of any moral
guilt, at this resalt I should not repine.  Aceustoined lhrnu_;_h-
out my life to respect the law, I have not now to learn that the
blood of a murderer is alike a propitiatory sacriiiee to the laws
Oi‘GUd al]d man. Gq_)[]\‘i(:lﬂ{l ()t‘ (he lf‘gﬂl Cl'ill’lﬁ', I kl]i!\v "'IY
fate.  For the moral oifence, T have 1o answer to my eon-
gcienee and my God; and that nnate monitor tells me that I
stand before this court and eommunity a legal, but not a moral
murderer,

To my counsel, who have so ably, though vainly managed
my defence, I tender my warmest thanks.

O1i the Court, 1 have but one request to make—that the pe-
riod allowed me, to prepare for my impending fate, may be as
long as the law will permit.

His mann r was firm and colleeted ; his articulation, de-
liberate and distinet ; and he delivered himsell with a studied
oratorial air.

His Honor Judge Irving then pronounced his sentence as
follows.

e e

Richard Johnson, you have been found guilly by a jury of
your eountry, of oue of the gieatest erimes a haman heing |
¢an perpetrate. Instigated by evil passions your have sud-
denly and with premediated violence taken the Lif> of a fel-
low being. Ursula Newman, the vietim of you unbridied
passions, was but shortly before the commission of thic of-
fence, the object of your strong attatechment. Yet that at-
tachment not being based upon virtuous affection, hag
enkindled those firious passions, which have ,lunged you
into guilt, and have terminated in your destrnetion. You
stand a melancholy preef hew speedy can be the transition
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brom 6ue lieentious passion to another, and thai viee is so ald
absorbing in its nature, that he who gives himself to its in-
dulgence will eventually be led on to deeds of the greatest
depravity.

the object for several years of your improper pursuit has
at last perished by your hand.  She has been hurried by vou
out of exist-nee, without time allowed Ler for P eparation.
Her cliiidien, so 1e of whom are of very tender years, and
who were entirely dependent upon her, having been deprived
by you of th ir earthly support, and a.e now cust upon the
world orphans and destit. te.

I mention not these painful circumstances to harsas your
feelings, deeply as I trus: they must be afflicted by these con-
Sequences ob’ your crime. I dwell upen them for a bettep
purpose. I wouldaw.ken your mind toa sense of ifs situa-
tion, with the hope of leading vou to contrition. It s one
of the most consoing principles of our religion, that how-
ever great are our offences, forgivness will await the contrite,
and that our M. ker is as mereiful as he s just.

The character which was testified of You on your trial,
was that of’ bemng industeious in vour h:bi s, upright in your
dealin:s, and Kkind in your geneal d:portment—that you had
b-en brought up to a reptable business, and which you was
dili ently pursuving fora livelihood. Young in life, had yog
only kept a virgilan’ guard upon your conduet, you had every
thin | to hope. The indulgence i1 one vice has blasted these
expeetlations—has hurried yo. into the commission of an en-

ovimous erime, and has left you miserable and desolate.

While we pi'y you, publie justice requires that you be held
up an example and a warning to others. We would enjoin
you not to be misled by the hope of eseaping the fate which
must soon await you. The yielding to such hope, will only
be uile your mind from that serious reflection wh:ch your pre-
sent situation most solemnly requires.  What is lef' to you
of lfe, 1s too short 1o be passed otherwise than in humble
preparition for your future state. Let your thoughts e
an-iously deveted to your religious duties ; and while every
thing is failing you here, let your reliance in penitence and
humility of soul, be placed npon Him, who, in the deepest
extremity, Is able to eonsule and sustain you.

The sentence of the Courtis, that you, Richard Jonson,
be taken hence to the prison from which you last eame, and
from thenee on Thursday the seventh day of May next, to
the piace of'execution, aud that the'e, between the hours of
seven in (he forenoon and twelve a‘ noon, you be hung by the
neek till you are dear’d. May God prepare you for that awlif]
‘svent; and have mercy on your soul ~

T

o
#
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" Further Particulars.

The last awful sentense of the law was carried info effect
yrrterday, (May 7, 1829,) on the person of RICHARD
JOHNSON. About half past 8 o’clock, he. was taken from
his cell in the Bridewell, and placed in a carriage, accompani-
ed by High Constuble Hays and the Rev. Mr. Dunbar. The
cavaleade now moved slowly up Broadway, in the first detach.
ment of which were seen High Sheriff 8haw and his Deputy
M:. Lowndes, mounted and attired in deep mourning, with

ehapean and sword. : _
At a f-w minutes past 9, the procession arrived at Bellevue,

where the prisoner was taken on hoard a st.eain boat, prepared
to eonvey him to the place appointed for his awful fate, on the
northern point of Blackwe!l’s Island, on a knoll, near the edge
of a marsh. At his well seleeted, but solitary place, surround-
ed by a few stunted bushes, the instruments of execution had
been erectedd, On the approach of the boat to the fatal spot,
the Sherff informed him that the time had arrived when he
miust perforn o meleancholy dnty——Johnson bared his neck,
bowed his head eomposedly, and the cord which was to de-
prve him of life was placed on him. At this moment a kind
of frenz'ed gaze was 'n his eye, which seemed to indicate a
doubt of the reality of his situation. A few minutes after
this ceremony the boat arrived ; Johnson walked to the |
shore on a plank, and was immediately conducted to the gal2s
lows ; here a prayer was addressed to the throne of Grace,
after which the unhappy man ascended the ladder with a firm-
ness deserving a better cause. The rope was adjusted on his
neck, and a cap drawn over his face; the Sheriffs then des-
ceaded, and in the twinkling of an eye the ¢rop fell. He ap-
p 'red violently convulsed for 4 or 5 minutes, when his earthly
sufferings ended.

He was deluded with a hope of pardon to the last moment,
and to this may perhaps be attributed the apparent indiffer.
ence to his fite displayed during the morning. He had in-
tend?d to speak on the gallows, but forbore from the appre-
hension that his words might be misrepresented, It was ob-
served as a singular circumstance, that a little bird com-
menced singing me'odiously on a neighboring bush as he as-
cen:led the gallows, and continued its notes till he was swung off.

Several boats were upset, and four or five persons said to
be drowned.

Durinq the whole proceeding, the conduct of the Sheriff
was hizhlv praiseworthy, and throuch his excellent arrange-

ments, aided by the Highly Constable, the utmost decorum °
was ebserved. ’

-
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