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A REMARKABLE NARRATIVE, &,

TRIAL, 9% principal part of ke Tefiimony againff the P rijoners

A & ARTIN, the conflable. A warrent came into my hands to

1\" arrelt Swezting the priloner at the bar ; on the way to his
. . N y : :

honle we met Quimby and two more men, fhaving thingles—we
had rom with us—— weé drank with theme—==they atked, if ne
wanted'more people ; and they went with us. As we were on the
wiy a man wer us, and faid, he had been and given Sweetiig warn-
ing. Inthe evening s I went towards his houle, a man met us and
fuid, Who comes there } ‘We made no apf{wer, but proceeded to his
houfe, and foundthe doots fHui—1 demanded eniranceé, and his wile
opened the door, and faid Sweeting was not there. I it a candle,
but not finding bim, faw by the fnow he had gone out at the back
daor into a piece of wood wear by=~—We followed, 20d I faw hiny
ftending upon & rock { made towards him, went behind him, and
firuck at him, and faid you are my prifloner; but it being dark’ and
having a mitten on my hand, whether I'touched him I' cannot {ay,~e
Fe jumped off the sock—1 called for help—~he was {oon caught,they
tell down, #ud | tellon thems He f2id I'will give up. 1 btund kim,
we found Quimby was wounded--he was brooght into t”_[_:ehbulc and
12id down. Sweeting {aid if the manis hurt, I hurt him with my fall o
} would not have huit him, had | known it was Quimby. Said I,
hen you meant to kill fomnebody. Quef, By court. Wlhere was the
geceafed, Quimby ? 4u/. When 1 firack at the priloner, he was along

with the others, Court, did vou call on Quimby for aflittance ?' Auy.
1 calied"all. the people prefent. Couity was Quimby wounded when

sou wade Sweeting a prifoner ! Zu/. I cannot tell—1 calied for aflift-
agce—=I did not call on Quimby in- particular.:” Court, did the prife
oper know' that you was an officer ! An/. I canpot fay. Court,” was:
you thea in: the diltrict of which you was chofen conftable ? 4n/. 1
go not know, Court, look at the warrant, if it is the fame that yon
teck bim upon ? A»/. Yes. Court, what time in the evening was it ?
* An/, Abdut eight o’clock. Court, did the prifoaer know you had a
warrant againft him ¢ 4#/ 1 donot know. Court, how happened
it: you had fuch a pumber 2 4#n/.. The plaintif who tock out the
warsant againl the prifoner, faid be would get a number to go slong.
with me:  Court, did you agree thele men fhould go with you [ Anfe
In anfwerta the plainuffy 1 {aid very well, Couri, was it dark, how
 could you kaow Seeeting { Did be {ay any thing when he met you
befure you went imto his houle ¢ No: 1 knéw him by a frock be had
¢ni.  Courly, when you made him a prifoner did you tell him on’ what
account ¥ No. How long did he ftand o the rock ?* 4n/. He went off.
immediately.  Quef. How long was it before Quimby and the pril-

uner were clenched ¢ 47/ Immediately- Quefl. When thc-y‘fell'whl;%x

Wi aheir besds fall © «dnf.- Towards tue sock. Gourt, did the prit.
over 1eires; when you touched him on the back ¥ 47/ He jumped
off immeaiaely. _f;g_rgeﬁ.ﬂWh:én"(‘Lﬁi’tﬁ'ﬂi'n’fd‘*thc;’ priloner lay on
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the ground, did the deceafed complain ? A4n/. No. What anfwer did
the prifoner make after it was found Quimby was*wonnded s 4n/.
He faid if I had known it was Quimby, I would a3 {oon have killed my
own brother. ; LEm : ;o

luftice, who ifTued the warrant. Qe Did you give out this warrant
- _againft-the prifoner ? Yes. Are you a juftice of the peace # Yes. Has
the witnefs now delivered much the {ame  teftimony as he did" befare-
you ? Anf. I think he hos; I do not perceive any material difference,

~Whirtney.  Martin defired me to go with him at the tvme that has
been mentioned. Queff. Did he acquaint you of the bufinels > Anf.
He {aid he was going to 'iake Sweering for flealing. On coming

near his hoale, we met a brother of the prifoner in the road—mwe had « .

a fcuffle with him—then went to his houfe—~finding the doo-s fhut,
we threatened to break the door-<we went in but did not-find him— -
I{aw him before he was on the rock. Chaurt, what then happened ?
Anf. 1'heard Martin fay, he was his prifoper.  Did! $6u fee Mastin
touch him ? Azf. No. T faw them lying on the grolind or ' Inow.—
Court, had the prifoner any thing in his hand ? .fn/ T faw not apy
thing. Court, what words did Martin ufe when he made him a prif-
oner ? Dic he fay, In the name of the people of the ffate of Neayork, he -
was his prifoner. © An/. I cannot {ay J'heard any more, thzn thit he
was his prifoner. -Court, How many perfons were prefent round the
rock ? Anf [ think fonr. Quef. Did you fee Sweeting, A»f Yes.
- I {faw him running toward the road. £ B e
- Waterman, [ was with them going towards the houfe, and T heard -
fomebody hail, #ho comes there ? by the time I came up, they had
juft got up outof the fnow. Quef. Did yowt f{ee avy man touch
Sweeting, on the rock ? No, [ did not. - Qa-4. 'How many perlons
were prelent ! An/. Foar. Qued. Did Marun order them to come an,
in the name of the people? 4w/ kle ordered them to come: om, but
not in‘the name of the people, -~ - = LR <o e
Pratt.  Quaef.  Did you fee Martin ufe any endeavours to take ©
Sweeting ? Az, No. Did he idfarm he had a warcant againft bio 2
MNo. How near was Martin to the rock on which Sweeting ftood ¢
Awf. 1 have been there, and by the tracks in the fnow, [ think about
fix teet. Was it pollible for- Martin to reach him:? No, it ‘was not.
Sedgwick. I was prefent when the prifoner was on the rock: Did
the prifoner make towards Quimby ? I'think not, bot made towards
the: road, when Quimby came up and [eized the prifoner, they bath
féll, and Martin on the top—I thought [+ faw the arm of the prifoner
maye backward and forward as if finking the deceafed. [heprifoner
declared he heard Martin was coming to {earch tor flolen goods—that
~ Batly hid;!b;en and given him notice that they were ceminp, -
~ Magee. - That' when we met them on the road.  Couri, Relate the
matter relpeting the taking the prifoner, I faw him on the rock,
and heard him day he would kill the firft man that thould reuch him,
Martin went up bebind him, and Rruck ac him, and'faid’ he was hig

~prifoner : and I thought L heard the blow, and chat- Martin touched

~ himy butam nat.--.certa{in : I,‘faw the arm of the ppiioner?mmﬂving ag >
was oblerved before ; I ran up and feized the prifoner by the throat
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aad put my kneeupon his head, and Martin tock the knife out of the
hand of the priloner—=then they took hold of Quimby, who faid he

was wounded. 1 {aid fecure the murderer. Sweeting {aid the Lord

knows how it was done ; I think he mult have fallen on the knife. I
did not know him in the dark—had.1 known him I would not have
hurt him~-] would as foon have killed my own brother. FUE B
"The Artiorneygeneral, and the counfel for me agreed they would
not argue the caue ; but that I might {peak for mylfelf to the jury.—
I had been told by courfel not tofay any thing==they would manage
the bufinefs. [ therefore depended wholly on them, and did not chal-
Jenge any of the jury, nor afk the wiineffes any queftions. |
-1 canclude the evidence being fo different from what my counfel
expetted, and from what they had béen jntormed it would be, thac
they fuppofed the cauie mufl ‘be egsinft .me, and that it appeared &
murder of fuch a black and borrid pature, “and evidently committed
with the greatelt degree of malice, and premeditation, that like honeft
men they were unwilling 10 hurt their “charalters with {uch a bad
caufe,and thierefore abandoned me¢ in the moment of furprize and
Jeftit to oy own managemeant as to making ny defence. | |
- L conceive the providence ot God ' over-rules even inthe finalleft
t;anfa&ion of mien in this world, and that it is to be my fa'e to die in
this way, #s « punifhment for my {ins and a warning to others, My
counfel, tho’ eminent and learned, did mot make the defence whick
I expected. | know not, to what it can be imputed, better than an
over-ruling hand of Providence, that they did not make fome defence.

»

We read of the counfel of Ahithodhel being by God turned inig"

foolifhnefs. It cannot then be firange (o fuppofe that God now over-
yules- theaffuits oldnen,.’ =0 v 7 w0 ' TR
 On teftimony like this, it would not be ftrange to hear counfel re-

mark—that it muft be very extraordinary, that a witiels in a dark

*night, at fome diftance, in a hurry, purfuing a man, in a deep [now,

witha hard croft almoft {ufficient to bear a man, fhould fee Martin
life his hand to firike at me to make me a prifoner ; but it is more

extraordinary, that under thefe circumftances with‘ the addition of .

hallowing ‘and yelling they made a witnefs think he heard ‘the blow
of Martin’s hand itrike me ?° What mortal on earth, unprejudiced,
could flatter him:elf to believe the found of Martin’s mitten againit
my frock could produce s found to be heard above this yelling and
the found of iravelling in fuch a ftiff inoWw ? Is it not alfo very extraor-
. dinary, that witnefles under {uch circumftances conld think they fa!
iy arm moving backward and forward, as it ftriking the decealed ;
as they {ay it was all done immediately ¢ and, I think 1t was' faid in
court, | flew upon Quimby, tho’ it has been faid by them he was up-
on me, If then they faw the arm of the uppermoft man move, 1t was

notmine. If they faw either move it muft be difficalt, if not impoflible

to determine which, (under the circumftances before mentioned) and
confidering we were both buried in the depth of the fnow. Would it
not have deferved am meot’s thought, whether a party of meén hav-
ing a Jawful warrant, and though cloathed with the authority of law,

geiting drunk and committing a riot, v0ght not 10 leave a doubt on

o
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the mind whether full faith and credit ought to be placed upon their
teftimony in a caufe of life and death ; and ot the truith of {o maoy
circamitances related by thewm, happening in their heat and zeal ; foe
mented by many exiraordinary circumftances, and plentifal draughts
of rum, which they faid they had with them ¢ ls it the common prac-
" tice of a conflable to coliect'fuch a number, to execuie a tafling wars
rant-=to come in fuch a rigtous mapnér, with an intentioa to break
doors to take a man prifoner dead or aiive ? o iR

If this is law, yet it mull leave a {ulpicion, that thole perlons when
called as witnefles re/peting their own travfattion, do not feel that
cooloefs and calmnefs which wictnefles ever ought to feel in mauers of
fucb imporiaace, e 7 Cy R
2 | My defence to the jury.

Gentlemen of the jury, | defire your acen:ion, and that God would
inlpire you tg do mie jultice.  You are fecfiole of the failure of hu-
man nature, and that mankind may be aftuatea by préjudice. I you
bring me in guilty, I conceive you will not dome juttice.—I1 had no
intention (o burt any man— I was irigntehed, & my intention in tek-
il:fg weapons was only to frighten them—1 knew not why they were
coming after me—I knewnot of any warrant—I feared they would do -
mifchief. . ‘T'he evideaces are prejudiced, and do not krnow the truth,
or have not difcovered the whole truth—=Theie i. ONE who knows
the truth, and before whoin I and they muft appeari—I{ you take
my life 1t will be unjuitly taken, as [ had no intection of murder, and
cannot confider mylfelt guilty of murder.—=lf [ have not juftice here,
~ I 1hall have it hereafter, ana if { die, 1 hope to diea good man.—Iwill
relate the ftory ; | heard a nymber of men were coming aiter me ; I
 got my brother to ftay with me, at my houfe, and hey not coming 1o
the evering, my bro:her propofed going 10 the next houle on the way
towards where they were; | was loth, but complied : the inow be-
Ing deep aad buc iittie path he went ficit and | after him ; wé heard
men coming, making a great noile, he called to them, I ran back (o
the houfe, and through the houle, and back inio the woods, they
found my track and purfued me. I was anding on arock, and find«
ing by the notfe ' was almait furrounded, 'and thinking I had one
way to elcape, there appeared a vacancy that way, | jumped off from
the rock and made for that wav, but the uvotortunate Darigs Quimby
met me, both fell, a number had hold of me, and had me down' {ome
time in the fuow; when they let me get'up, Quimby ifaid be was
wounded. i PRy Yol YL E A RO e |
¢ Thi.s was'about the fubftance of what 1 faid to the court; being ag-
itated In mind; and not expetting | fhou!d be called to (ay any thing, |
forgot 2 nomber of circumitances, which I think wouid have operated
‘ia my favour. One of which is, conﬁdcrihg it had been piven in evie
dence, that | {aid, if I' hdd known i: was Quimby, [ would not Liave
hure him, I would asfoon have killed my own brocher ;I added at the
iame time, [ would not have killed him, sor gny other man,looner than.
Y would have killed my own brgther. Which lalt words, ** nor any
other man,” were wholly left out of theevidence ; and I conclude, thas
‘aying, 1 would not bave kiiled him, led ihe court ta believe I meant to
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kill fome one : and by the tetimony delivered in court, it feemed,and
was held vp, and [ {uppofe legally proved, to the court and jury,
that I inteaded to murder fome one : butas [ am now a dying man,
and view myfelf on the borders of eternitv, and know that in a few.
days my naked foul muft appear at the tremendous bar of a fin hating
God, 1 can now appea’ to bim for the re@itude of my -intention, at
that time, and declare, I had not the lealt intention of killing any
man, and if mglice'is necelfary, to conftitute the crime of murder, I
never have, nor dp I at this' time confider mvfelf puilty of murder,
though 1 have ovoft. earveftly begged of God, ' that if I was guilty of
murder, hé would he plealed to convince me thereof. I know the -
telimony was fuch as led the court’and jury to believe I intended to
kill fomeone ; therefore killins one whom' [ did not intend, ‘was con- -
{idered 4 kiiling by malice. 1 have got relgted this with aview to calt
the moft diftant refle&tion on the honourable cquit, it' being far from
my intention to caft any reflettion “on the  court, jury, or witnefl-
es, althoogh [ have faid the whole truth has not appeared by the -
witnefles ; but it may be it was according to the belt of their knowl.
edge and belief. : if it was nof, yet I trom my heart forgive ghem 2
and my earneflt prayer is that they may find forgivenels with God, -
throngh the complete and perfect {atisfallion of the Redeemer.
"The follawipg is the fubftance of the Charge delivered by the honora
ofe o iiny 58 calile chief juflice YA TE8; to thejury 50 Dl b
Gentlemen of the jury,youhawe heard the prifoner at the bar charged awith
themurder of DarusiQuimby. - J¢ bas been piven in evidence to you, tha?
2héconflable had a lawful warrant to apprehend the prifonerin anallion of
trefpafs, chat the prifoner fled from jufiice into' the woods, and placed bim-
felf upon a rock ; and being purlued,andnearly Jurrounded,tbe conflable came
behind bim, Brack at bim, and faid be was his prijoner— But - abetber the
conflable toucked bim or nat, 1t being dark,be is not certain, but be thinks be
did—T be conlflable gicves you no account bow the Aroke was givven § but an-
other avitnefs fays that avhile the prifoner and Quimby were clencbed toge-
thery lying in the [now, be fawtbe arm of the prifoner move backward and
Sforavard as if Briking 1he deceafed. Another<witnels fays, that the prifoner
awhile Aanding on the rock jaid he would kill the firft: man that jbould toueh:
bim. From thefe awitneffes you are (o determine the erime of murder charg-
ed againfi ihe prifoner—Lavill inform youawhat is the crime of murder ; it
15 a killing wiih malice expreffed or !'mpffed-:—fmﬂffd by lying in wait to
kilt=byintending to kill one—butyin fail. killing one awvhom be had no in-
tention 2o, is murder —=With refpeél to the aofficers of ju,/ﬁ_rf,if is by lacw de-
clared, if any officer is killed diing bis dutyy it is murder, if it be knoawn be
awas an ojficer—refifling an officer. is unlawful—1Ir is alfo murder if com=
mitted on ¢ boje callid to affift an officer in the execution of bis office. A man |
bas been killed . affilling an officer in executing a lawful <warrant, avhich
quarrant bas been-before yous and no Juggeliion of 115 Zwiug flt’egél-e—h rée~
ma;'m fwfftb you téﬂf to mn/fdér Mﬁc{b:r;: bcré s a quarra'utm in‘fﬂ_'. |
and an affifiant by the orders of the officer—=avhether the man killed awas
 killed affifiing the officer; by the orders of the officer—and whether the pri-
foner-at 1he bar isguilty of the murder laid to bis charge 3 and if you ars
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y ':azmmced in yaur confziences be is ga:!ty, then /'ay Jo—if be it not, fay [Ae
I was found guilty——and alierwards being breught to the bar, was-
afked by the honourable chiet juflice, what I hed tofay, why fens
fence of death fhou d not be prencunced againit me, and noi reply-
ing, he procéeded, in fubffance, =3 follows: | e |
You, Sweeting ! lcappeared on your tnial, that you knéw that an
officer had a warranot againit you—you hid from jultice; wiiuch it is a
crime to dc:-—yuu gave out high threaremng word® that you wou d
kill the firft mtan who fhould touch you~~Thecilicer was in the lawfadl
éxecution of his office—the men afliling him, were afling the part
of taithtul, good citizens—if a man Iihis his band againft another, with
threatening to kill him, & kills fome bofom friend, it is murder. - {ta
man re(ifts 21 cofficer betore he is taken, and dcath enfucs, it is Mmura
der.—Let this be adduced to correét a wrong idea thatis entertained
By people, that they may refitt ofticers doing their duty,
. Officers doing their duty are under the protetiion of the law. Yo
faid yon fhou!d not have killed him whom you kiiled (had you:have
known him) fooner than you would have kiiled your own brothers
This Jndxcares that you intended to kill fome one among them. Your
¢rimé is not only againft the laws of man, but Rriltly sgainit the lawa'
of the Supreme Being.
- The apoitie Paul {avs, the powers that be are ordained of God, ind
wkhkofoever refifteth the power, refifteth the ordinarice of Ged, and they
that refift thall receive to themfelves damnation. You did not fubmit
to the lawtul authority —you refifted till death enfued and a murder
commiited upon one of your nelgbbours You flied his bicod, and by
the divine law, he that {heddeth man’s blood, by man fhall hls blood
. bethed. You are a murderer, and you aie condermied by this courty
Under thelaw there was & city of refuge, to which the manflayer might -
~ flee ;®ut alas ! for you thereis none in this world; your only hope

muﬁ be through the great atonement, 2nd the blood of the blefled JE- - °

SUS, to which I' earneltly exhort you to apply for pardon ; and may
you ob 8in fargutnc!& Nothing now remains, but (however pamfulr
to pronounice the {eatence of death mpon yon. Weare, by yourcrime,’
now conftrained to deprive your wite of a hufband, your children of a
parent, and your 2ged parents of a fon. Your fentence is, That you
be taken back to the place from whence you czme,and from thenoe 1o
the place of execution, and there te be hanged by the neck until you
are DEAD . and that your body be delived to the furgeen for diffe@t.on
~and the LORD have mercy on yeur poor (Oul |

| ADDRESS To THE PUBLICK

Whltmg Sweeting, of Stephentown, in. the county of Alba,ny, in
I the ftate of New york, being about to p:ufs through the glwmy
_region of the ﬁndow of death ; and having but a few days more to -
fpend,an this fide of etcmny, bemre my depzrting fpmt mufl be be-
fore. ',"fhmnc of God, Jjoining the chaoir of angles and the ipmts of
jufl men made perfect, finging ard (iouting forth ballelvjeb, in praife
 of re {tmm g love—or before it thall receive the fbocking and heart
Jdndl mfe‘ﬁtcncc of, depart ve curfed, into everialting fire, there to
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také un a long and ':i;'érla!’ting hahitatiqn-f-w}}ere the wheel of timd -
*hall rol} away thoufands and millions of years, and yot be but begin
ning; aud where a fingle drop of wattr will not be afforded to the
tongue, fcalded and forever {calding with the Inten{e heat of the
flames ; I have thought it my duty to write a few lines to leave fop
the benefit of my family 4ad the world of mankind ; defliring that
what I wriie, togethef with a view of the fituation of the writer, may
be 2 means of awekening your attention to the ferious confideration
of death, judgment and eternity,  And. of remembering your Creator
in the day: of your youtli, before thé evil days come, when God fhall
affame his throne ot retribution; and take vengesnce on them that
know hot God, and obey not the gofpel of our Lord Jefus Chrift, but
live as regardiefs of God and of his holy law, as if they were not pof-
feffed of immottal fouls to fave or lofe. 1 am c¢onfcions'ta myfeit, I
have tindertaken this work and been led and induced thereto, from a
fecling {nfe of the frowns of #n angry God, againt fin and finners
tor God 1s angry with {inners every day, and will furely render ven-
geance on his adverfaries.  God, out of Chrift, is a confuming fire 3
but through the great and glorious Redéemer, you may find pardon 3
He i3 a prefent help intime of troable,as 1 havé found by (weet expe-
rience,, to' the comfort of my foul in the moft diftrefling hour, when
all and every other reflource of comfort failed.

1 intend to lay before you the redfons of my being under fentence of
death, and the feelings I havé had, and now have of the folemn ap-
proacix ot death. 1 intend likewife to drop a2 word to thofe who de-
ny the offices of Jefus Chrilt, and have the hardnefs to confider the
~ Saviour of finnérsg an impofter, and religion a mere notion. I think
Ican do this mBRt feelingly, tor [ freély contefls, I entertained the
fdme principles, and maintained them by works naturally following
from fuch coreupt ideas. Which led me into fin, and if [ had not
been by grace prevented, they would have led me to death—not only
the death of this body, but to the death of this foul, or fecond death—
for the wages of fin 1s death,—but the gift of God 1§ e¢ternal life,—=
through Jeius Chrift, our Lord,

Bat now, I hope I may fay, that the law of the fpirit of life in
Chrift Jefus hath made me free from the law of fin and death, and
that [ am a new man—that [ am born not of corruptible feed, but of
incorrantible, and by the Word of God that liveth and abideth for-
ever. [ now publith my farewel to my.earthly parents, with fome re-
marks, likewile, to my brothers and fifters by nature, and thofe of
my brethren in the Lord, who know that they have paffed from death
unto life becsufe they love the brethren. Likewife {ome advice to
my dear wife and children, who are near and dear by the hand of na-
tore.  And now, Oh eternal God, be pleafed to grant thet in me
may be tound an excellent fpirit of wildom, direfted by thee, the
true fource and fountain of wifdom 3 that the fword of the Spirit may
awaken, convince, convert, & break the rocky hearts, and caufe them
to fall at thy feet in humble brokennefs of (pirit, and that .the'_ genne-
ine frutt, of faith and repentance may fhine through their life and
converfation ; that they masy break off their fins by righteouinefs,
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and tura unto the Lord, now in time, while the day of grace lafts,"
and fecure to themielves a title to the un{peakable joys of being plac.
ed at thy right hand—of being made kings and priefts 10 God, and
of beho'ding thy peacetul face in righteoulnefs, while time fhall never
end ; and be confidered and owned as the brethren of the fecond
Perfon in thé Trinity ;that they may now avoid the mifery and hora
rour of an eternal banifhment from God, from angels and the fpirits
of juft men, and from every thing capable of happifying an immor-
tal foul), and of being configned over to the lake, burning with fire
and brimftone, and to aflociate with devils and dsmned fpirits, where
the worm dieth not,"and where the imoke of their torment aicendeth
up forever and ever. |
As to my being under fentence of death, it is the wages of {in that
Kas brought me into this condition—as I live in fin, in the neglect of
God, his Soa, his gofpel, neglefting the vifitation of the Spirity
trampling on his law and authority, and adventuring as it were on
the thick bofles of his buckler, and even bidding defiance to Omripo-
tence, @s every carclefs and unconcerned finner does, that lives without
God in this world, how little foever they lay it to heart— for flraight
is the gate and narrow the way that leadeth to lifé, and few there be
~ that find it; but broad 1s the way that leadeth to death, the death of
the foul, and many there are, with the fwiitelt velocity, runhing and
entering 1n thereat, without ever turning a momient’s thought npon
the dreadful fituation that awaits them, $in has become almoft the
common element of mankind—the God of this world has blinded the
minds of them that believe not,and they will not believe, and be altu=
ated by a living faith; that works by love, thereforegGod fhall fend
them ftrong delufion to believe a lie, that. they may e damned whao
bad pleafure in unrighteoufnels, The world, the fleth, and the
grand adverfary of precious fouls, who goeth about as a roaring

~~. lion {eeking whom he may devour, all unite théir combined force to

“deftroy the fouls, the precious io%of mankind=—one of which is of
more real worth and valpe than tén thoufand worlds. Though our
firft parents were created holy, yer liftening to the fuggeflions of the
tempter, they fell into fin and” thereby introduced mifery into the
world, which is a natural confequence of fin.—And what fad havock
has {in made in this world, notwithftanding the gloricus means pro.
vided for reftoration through a Redeemer ! who freely nndermtyé
make reparation; and where fin sbounded, grace does much more
abound ; but our {ins muft be conquered and we muft {fubmitor we
fhall receive no beneht by rich free grace, but a more apgravated con.
demnation ; this is and will be the condemnation of many, that they

- loved darknefs rather than light. Alas! the awful {peétacle now

prefented to your view, is brought into this fituation by fin ; fin and’

difobedience toGod and his holy law, are the caufes which are now
lifting the hand of death; jult ready (o flrike che laft and fatal blow ;
and has armed the king of terrours, and commiflioned him 10 draw
near a poor prifoner loaded with irons, and to ftrip him of wife, chil.
dren, parents, friends, every earthly comfort, and of every thing in
which the men of this life place theér happinefs ; all this for difobe«
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dience to God, and his holy law—but had I, before the  fatal night,
obeyed God, and the gofpel of our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift ;
and the ftrivings of the holy Spirit, which 1 bave often felt, and a3
often refilted, while in my wicked courfe of {inand difobedience, np.
doubt this fatal cataltrophe might have been prevented. JSaith the
dear Redeemer, | am come a light into the world, that whofoever
followeth me, fhould not walk in darknefs, but have the light of lifem
gut I did not follow that heavenly light—but chofe Darknels rather
than Ligh:, Death rather than Life, and Vice rather cthan Virtue,
becau{e my Deeds were evil : [ had no defire of the knowledge of God
~ ~=and was to all good works reprobate—I had adopted the moft cor-
~rupt and vicious principles imaginable, and refolutely refolved not to
be difinaded from believing all mankind happy after death, and that
the Supreme Being controled  and governed our hearts, both to will
and to do, evil as well as good. |
- And thele wicked principles being [ufficient ground for the devil to
build upon, he did not fail improving to his advantage ; I was an ealy
prey ; 1 was found faithfal in his fervice ; 1 was not only purfuing the
ways to my owan damnacion, but alfodoingall in my power to profe-
lyte others to embrace the fame damnable principles ; even denying
the Lord that bought them, and to bring upon themlelves fwift de-
ftruction. ‘Oh ! what an inftroment in the hand of the devil | have
been, while the devil was roling and reigningin my heart ! But though
wy f{ins have been as innumerable as the particles of fand upon the fea
fhore, and though I have difhonoured God and abufed his goodnefs, .
not knowing or not conitdering it ought to have led me to repentance,
and though I have troaden under foot the precious blood of the ever.
lafling covenanty and delpifed offered mercy, {lighted the Saviour of
finners and his people, and fpoken blafphemouily of things of everiafi.
ing confequence, yet, I humbly hope, that I am wafhked, that I am
{anétified, and that I am jufRtified, in the name of our Lord Jefus, and
by the Spirit of our God.

And now, O finners ! my earneft defire is, that I may be as great
an inftrument in the hand of my God, to alarm carelefs, ftupid fin-
ners, and to bring them to accept offered mercy, as 1 have been in the
hand of the devil, to difluade them from attending to:the things which
will make for their everlafting peace and. happinefs;;and to difluade
thei from feeking happinefs, in the unfatisfaltory things of time and
{enfe ; where nothing capable of happifying an immortal foul, where
nothing permanent can be found ; apd to point out to them the pearl
of great piice, which, if the vifiration of divine grace operating on
their hearts leads them {ufficiently to difcover, receive and obey, they
will fell all, sll the vanities of this fading world, for the purchafle of
this ineftimable jewel, which I hope I have done, and know it muft
be done by all true followe:s of Jefus ; for, faith he, ifany man love:
~ the world, the love of the Father is not in him ; and if any man love
fﬁrglhc;iﬂr mother, wife or children, houfes or lands, more than me, he
3s not worthy of me.——Can it be an unreafonable command, that
we forfake and leave all, for one who hath done {fo much for us ? for
ous who hath left the bofom of the Father, laid afide his majeftick
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robes of glory, left the realms of blifs and happine(s for a ftable, a man.
per, to be a man of forrow, and wear a thorny crown ; in a word, a
God, by whom all worlds were created, and on whole thoulders hangs
the government of uaniverfal nature, who, by hi¢ almighty power,
holds all the worlds in their order, and prevents their tumbling -into
confufion, to condefcend to facrifice his precious life for the redemp-
tion of fallen men ? Oh, grace, prace ! {ree grace, from the foundation
to the top ftone ! God {o loved the world that he gave his only {on to0
die for it, that whofuever believed on him might not perifh, bat have
everlafting life. And as this life is to be attained only by faith, re.
pentance, and a holy life, let me now, knowing the terrours of the
Lord, perfuade you to the real belief, and praé&tice of thofe virtues, and
to come to Chrilt for the gracious influence of his Spirit t0 enable yon
both to wili and 10 do : for, {aith he, come unto me all ye that labour
and are heavy laden, and | will give you reR—and wholoever cometh
unto me, I will in no wife calt out—and he that believeth fhall befav-
ed. Should it be faid, how fhall they believe on him of whom they
have not heard ? and how fhall they hear without a preacher? aod
how fhall they preach except they arefeav 7 1 anfwer, God by his
divine Spirit only can fpeak to the heart ; and Oh, Tuopers, whata
glorious ‘preacher is in every heart, till refitied and drove away ! what
a reprover of {in,and encourager of righteoufnels and judgment ! Saith
he, [ have called, and ye have refufed ; 1 have ftreiched out my hands
all* the day, and you regarded not ; what a dreaaful denunciation
follows ! I will laugh at your calamity, and mock when ~ your tear
cometh., ey '.

Since I have called your atteation to the important concerns of e-
ternity, 1 beg a moment’s attention to the unhappy ficvation to which
my inattention to thole concerns, and my fornier damnable princi-:
ples, have brought me. On the third day of January, 1791. the
fatal accident happened, for which | am in chains, under featence of

death, which at firt gave a (hoek not (0 be delcribed=~my kiees,
Beltefhazzer like, fmote one againit the other—On ! how foon toen
were my f{alle hopes of univerfal falvation fled, {eft me in .defpair ! to
God I dared not look, for he was like a confuming fire—to Chrit I
dared not apply—Death {tared ine in the face, as it ready to lay s
cold hand upon me. Let him that reads alluredly know, and attens
tively confider, that inattention to religion or falle primciples, fuch as
I had adopted, will terminate at laft in a {ituation which my feeble

pen is unable to point, or to defcribe. |
~_In the fitnation of which [ have been fpeaking, I ranto and fro
like one diftracted. I would fly to- the law, which feemed like ten
thoufand cannons ready to difcharge themfelves at my poor fouel, and .
hell opening her mouth, ready to devour and fwallow me up; as the
earth did Corah, Dorhan and Abiram. Could mortals know or teel
the wrath of an angry God in this world, they would in fome mealure
be able to realize the following queftion, Who among you can dwel]
with devouring fire ; who can inhabit everlafting burning.?~—And f{or
faife comfore, the old {erpent would feem to fay to me, you are befide

yourfelf, why fuch terrour, thei¢ is no fuch thing as hell, itis ouly

-
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to an{wer felfifh purpofes, that fuch fcarecrows are propagated among
men ; but conicience, and the thoughts of death and eternity, woul
deftroy the utmoft gleam of comfort,~ Did ever mortal feel the ter-
rours of death, the death of the immortal (oul, as I have done, they
never would give {leep to their eyes nor {lumber to their eyelids, till
they had peace in believing, and in refting their diftreffed fouls in the
arm of an all {ufficient Saviour. But the luft of the fleth, and the
pride of life, has {o much power over the carnal heart, that the laws
of God appear hatefnl, and we cannot be fubjeét to them till one
fanétitying drop of the purchaleof the Son of God takes place in the
heart, then are we taken out of the horrible pir, and miry clay—~oue
feet placed upon a rocky and a new fong pat into our mouths, even
praile to our God. Their hearts are at times touched with divine
Jove in fuch a manner as to caft out all fear—'heir underftandings
are enlightened, that the glorioys gofpel of Jefas Chrift is like honey
dropping {weet and comforting promifes, and the moft glorious ens
couragement to follow and to know the Lord. Their hearts are ’
taken’from the things below, and placed on things above, where they
have reafure, though here in the body. And though they have-been
building upon eaithly pleafures, they are now crucifying the fleth,
~with its affeftions and lufts, and endeavouring to bring every thought
into the obedience of Chrift ; as faith the apoftle, if ye through the
Spirit mortify the deeds of the body, ye fhall live ; and to be carnal.
ly minded is death, therefore the preaching of the crofs is to them
that believe the wifdom of God ; and the power of God ; but to them
that perith, foolifhnefs ; and to them that continue in fin, all thole
important bleflings are loft, for without holinels no man flall fee or
enjoy God—and if ye live after the flefh ye fhall die ; this muft be
meant the death of the foul, for all men die a natural death, whether
they live after the fleth or after the Spirit. N R
Whatever feems to be the road in which mankind are travelling,
my fincere prayer is that they, each  one for himfelf, may know his
own true ftate. And may I, with the apoltle, with them altogether
fuch as I am, except thefe iron bands, “As to the great affairs of my
death, my views of it are changed, I can now fay, for me to live is
, Chrift, but for me to die is great gain : And though the {ileth fome-
~ timesfeems to have a kind of natural reluétance, the fpirit gnickeneth,
and I conlider death a kind meflenger of peace ; and when I Jook on
the gilded firmament, and confider the abundant entrance into the
expanded heaven ; the city of the new Jerufalem, and of the living
God ; which { hope to cbtain through the merits and perfe&t righe-
eouinefs of the Redeemer, I feel my heart ravifhed, with fuch joys

~as to banifh the terrours of death, and to fay, Oh death | where is

thy fting ? and Oh-grave ! where is thy vi€tory ? The fling of death
is fin, and the ftrengih of fin isthe law ; but thaoks be to our Lord
 Jefus Chrift, that I am na more under the law, but uncer grace.~
3 henl was CE“Ed bEfOl_'e.rthe bar for trial, for my life, [ feared [
fhould not receive my fentence in fuch a frame of heart.as to be re-
conciled to the will of God. I therefore betook myfelf to fecret ear-
neft prayer tg God, that he would be pleafed to pour out on me his
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divine Spirit, to enable me to fubmit to his providential dealings with
mg; in regard to his fentence ; and 1 can I fay, feel the rays of divine
grace in my foul, and that'inﬁ:ard peace that the world giveth not ;
and that I had not a murmyring thought, although my compofure
was by the byftanders taken for the greaieft degree of hardnefs and
ftupidity, and perhaps by the court ; but I confider it an anfwer to my
prayer ; I therefore abave all things recommend, fecret prayer, and
meditation ; pouring out your- complaints to God with firong cry-
ing.. My dear friends, let me tell you it isa great thing to have union
and communion with a God, before whom angles and archangles veil
¢heir faces, being unable (o behold his glory. Many may f{ay, let the
will of Gad be done, but perhaps the fame time they fay his will be
done, they have a fecret referve, if it be agreeable to their wills—
making their own wills the ftandard. Chriftian reader, try yourfelf,
and alk your own heart, if you would willing!y refign .your body to
be burnt at the ftake, rather than deny the blefled Jefus. Itis an eafy
matter, under the fmiles of Providence, to be. reconciled ; but in ad-
veifity, when inftead of the {miles of Providence we are cailed to bear
affliCtions, if we do not fubmit with pasience, we ought to doubt our
{tate—we ought to remember it is through much tribulation we muft
be made meet for, and be fited and prepared for the kingdom of
Heaven. Thofe who sre notchaftifed, are not {ons, but baftards,—
- And though the world be all againft you, and though they Kkill the
body, yet you cught to rejoice, when under the fentence of death: I
can lay, on my receiving fentence of death, I was oot terrified; yet to
hear of the difleftion of my body, feemed difagreeable 1o nature at
firft : bot I was foon celmed by ferious refleétion, which- calm has
continued with me ever fince ; my mind being imprefled with 2 feri-
ous contemplation of the bright manfion of the (realms of blils, and
eternal glory. My deéar reader, if you are yet uvnimprelfed with my
folemn hiftory, let me now for 2 moment fequelt your ferioos atten-
tion to your own diflolution, - Death, relentlefs death, will foon arreft
you as well as me, and thould it feize you at an unhappy moment,
while 1n your career of fin and vanity, it will then be too late (o think
of Heaven, and the glories you might have attained, had you improv-
ed the golden feafon of grace, now foraver loft to yol ; you, like the
foolifh virgins, {leep too long. ‘Alas! you are now 100 late; your
{hocking {entence i1s not the death of the body, but tie death of the
loul, the fecond death., Will you {wallow the {weet morlels of fin,and
yet flatter yourfelf you can with confidence meet God. Remember
though {in feem fweer in the commiflion, yét it will bite like 2 ferpent,
and ﬁiyg:like:an_ adder. . Remember that if you are ever rencéwed,
you will mourn with hear: breaking for the commiflioo of all which
you tallely call litde fins, while in the love and pra&ice thereof.” ~ ~

Thele refletions are applicabie to my wicked lie, before I was the
caufe of the death of that poor vufortunace young man ; whata {tene
of inourning and lamentaiion to bis parents, his brodicrs and fifters,
for their fon, and their brothers In the marning he lefc ham= well,
‘and at his returnis a corple ! Can tongue exprefs the anguith of your

hearts ! Then extend your view, and fee my body banging beiween
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heaven and earth, as a publick example ; my poor aged parents, with
the moft keen anguifh of heart,and tears flowing like rivers from their
eves—my dear wife made a w1dow, my children fatheriefs, meurning
and refofing to be comforted. All this is the wages of fin.  Sinners,
 are vou not as 1t were, thunderftruck, and refolutely determined to
fo {ake fin ! Since the beginning of its confequence is {o diltreffing
are you not determined now to flee to the Rock of Safety, where all
m.noer of fin and blafphemies will be forgiven, on your application
for pardon, the {in againit the Holy Ghoft excepted. Come then to
Chnitt, and piead his blood and hl& perfect righteoufnels ; come with-
out money—bring nothing to purchafe a pardon by way of merit. 1
‘confels I was much flumbled with the fubjet of coming to Chrift,
titl by divine in{piration of the Spirit of God, my mind was wonder-
{ully enhghiened, to difcover the copneétion, beauty and harmony of
the gloricus gofpel, which the natural man knows not, for they are
{pirrually dilcerned.

I will then attempt to exprels my ideas of the wark of coming to
Chrift, or believing on him, on which depeuds the falvation or dam.
nation of every mortal under heaven. 1t isf{aid by the Saviour, ¢ Ng
man cometh unto me, except the Fatner who hath fent me draw him,”*
~ And it is by man, afligned as a reafon for not coming, becaufe they
are not drawn. But by the {ame anchority it is faid, of I be lifted up,
Y will draw all men unto me, and they fhall be all taught of God ;
every one therefare, that heareth and learneth of the Fachery, cometh

; _ untothe Yon., All men are then drawn, and none but thofe wilfully

blind and rebellious are left in darknefs, A meafure of the Divine
Spirit is given to every man that cometh into the world, Iam not
that light, {aid John ; but faith he of Chrift, this 1s the light that
lighteth every maa that cometh into the world ¢ and faith Chrh't I
am come a lightinto the warld, that wholoever followeth me fhall
not walk in darknefs, but fhall have the light of life. This light I
conceive, means his Divine Spirit, which all have that will follow its
teaching ; thole who will not it 1s taken trom them, and they are left
in hardnel(s, darknels ;-and, in the words of the: apoltle, reprobates ;
not that they were reprobated by a kind and merciful God from
eternity, but by their natiention o his calls. Bebold, faith the lwing
Fefus, L fland at the door and knocks if any man hear my woice,and open the
daory I will come in ; moft clearly then 1t belongs to finners to open
the door, and all wﬂl open the door of their hearts, and rececive the
King of Glory in, or bar the doors- of their hearts againft him, to
their final and everlafting deftruétion, 1 have faid much about the
divine quickening Spirit, and_ in order to lead you farther into the
keowledge of this myfiery, which is denied by many, though pofi-
tively expreiled in the {acred oracles, let me turn your attention to the
original ftate of man, as he came from the forming hand .of his Cre-
ater. e was made holy, and fell by difobedience,

In the day thou eat thereof, THOU SHALT ASSUREDLY DIE., |

~In the fame day he did die, not a natural, but a fpiritual death ;
that principle and divine life was immediately eradicated from the foul
and man lett in a ftate iike devﬂs ; without God and without hope;
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had it not been for the merciful interpofition of the fecond perfon in
the Trinity, who I conceive reftored to Adam and all his pofterity, a
principle of divine light, or a portion of his blclled Spirit, ‘which, if
believed in, & hearkened to, isfufficient to convince, convert, fanc-
tify, and bring them to glory. 'T'herefore thofe that find n hemea
{elves any of this divine light, or refiftance againft the works of dark-
nefs, may attribute it to {fovereign grace ; it is of God, it is not oura
felves ; it is not from nature’s garden, that corrupt root 3 but thofe
who have no remains of this divine principle. which was purchafed
and given by the Saviour, have had it, and loft it. If this is not the
cafe, how can it be faid, the free gift came upon all men unto jeftifi
cation of life, and that Chrift tafted death for every man. Is every
man then faved by his death ? No, If then he hath performed all that
their neceflities required, he is a complete Saviour.  If he has not,
where is the propriety of the angel’s addrefs to the fhepherd, as being
matter of joy to all people ? It can be no matter of joy to thofe for
whom Chrift did not die, nor to thofe who are not the fubjeéts of his
{fpecial call ; and if they are not included in the great things Chrift
has done for the world, how can it be their condemnation, rthat Jight
has come into the world having never reached them—they not being
included in that light. The tidings of falvation therefore can be no
matter of joy to them. And the facred oracles fay, they are damned
for not believing on the name of the only begotten Son of God., If
he did not die for them, and they are damned for not believing on
him, they are damned for not believing alie. I find the {criptures both
-of the old and new teftament, hold up to view that all mankind may
obtsin falvation, if they will. |

But fay fome, it is God that gives the will——and as a fovereign, he
gives to fome and not to others.—I conceive he gives ta all power,
liberty and ability and leaves it to their choice to obey and be happy,
or dilobey, and be miferable ; or why are fuch pathetick expreffions to
obedience, ufed, as, Take heec and obferve, for it is your life : Oh
that they were wife to confider their latter end ! and, how often would
I have gathered you as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings
and ye would not : And ye will not come to me that ye might have
life : Do notihefe texts imply thatall bars in the way of finners com=
~ ing to Chriftare removed. What means this coming to Chrift 2 I hum,
bly conceive it is attending to the vifitations of his divine Spizit, which
knock at every heart, and in receiving the heavenly Mefienger, and -
being led, guided and governed by the dictates thereof~—and'in: cones'
forming our lives to the perfect pattern of the {acred oracles. =

Itappears to me to be a vain hope, to expe&t Heaven and live in fin.
¢¢ My ftheep know my voice and follow me.”” What is it to follow
Chrift, but to follow him in the way of holinefs, and to patiern after
his perfet example: ¢ Why callye me Lord, Lord, and do not the
things that I fay ?*’ Should it now be faid,I expect to obtein falvaa
tion by my works ;I fay I do, but not for my works fior ¢n the
ground of merit. I do notthink fD_ little of the jnys of fpending an e
ternal duration in beholding the face of a reconciled God, as to con-

ceive fuch an ineftimable blefling can be purgha{cd by a few good

!
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works 3 but they gre promifed to thofe that yield obedience to God,
and do his will, end to nore but{fuch. A queftion bere will arife,
¢ What s the will.ot God ?”’ I conceive it is'that principle of good-
nels flowing trom the divine perfection,; and ever promoting holinels
agrecable to his woft boly nature ; for if God is holy, nothing but
holinefs can flow from him. Asis the fountain, {oisthe ftream : It
being the height of abiurdity to {uppofe a holy God the author of
fins, or of our vicious propenfities to evil ¢ and where it 1s {aid, 1sthere
evil in the city, and the Lord hath not done it ? it means natural evil,
acd not mortal, 'The exhorration is, Be ye holy for I am holy.
Should we adopt the other priaciple, the injonétion muft be inverted
thas, Be ve unholy, for I the Lord your God am unholy. But fay
fome, it every thing does not take place according to the will of God,
then he is infinitelv crofled by fin, and the moft miferable of all be-
irgs. Butifitis acknowledged, that moral evil isin its nature infi-
nitely contrary to thelaw of perfeflions and government of God, we
may fay, by the fame mode of reafoning, he is fruftrated, pained and
grieved by fin ; viewing it in its nature, a8 that he chufeth it ; and
is pleafed with it, viewed 1n 1ts coniequences. |
Does not Gad fay he is grieved at his heart for fin, and that it is his
willto have a// {aved ; not his efficient wiil, but his permifiwe will. He
hath done all for man, that he could do, confiftent with his plan of
government, and his terms are, obey. and live. | The fcripture refolves
" our mifery to our nonattention and difobedience. Witnefs the foolifh
virging, the feed fown, and the talents ! he to whom one talent was
given was not condemned becaufe he had not five,but for not improv-
ing bis talent but hiding it in the earth. |
So the carnal, unconcerned finners bide their talent (meaning, as
1 conceive, their meaiure of the hqoly Spirit) in the earth ; thev bury
it in things of this world, to their everlafting defiruftion. As every
thing is attrating towards the foontain; God is the fountain from
whom flows this Spirite~he is the fountain of light and life, and'{o
- his Spirit isfrom the fountain, and leads or draws to God, or to
Chrift, he being coequal, coeternal, onein the godhead, & infeparable
~This Divine Spirit opens to car view the great purchafe of the Son
of God ; that when he ftood jufily condemned, and the holinefs: of
 Godiwas fuch, that he could net, confiftent with his divine perfec-
~ tiows, forgive finners and receive them to favour ; God- the Son un.
- dertogk this work, which he hath completed, and which by his Spirit,
;. - and helplefs are enabled 10 fee, believein, and comply with,
to their cternal falvation.— You, faith the apoftle, hath he quickened,
who were dead in tre@aﬂes and fins ; you are wafhed, fanétified and
juitified by the Spirit 'of our God.~=I conceive the whole Trinity fa-
thers the new born foul, and each has bis different office in the falva-
tion of man; though moftly afcribed to the Son ; becaufe the pur-
chale was made by him ; it is the Father draws, it was the Son re.
deemed, it is the Holy Ghoft fan&ifies and feals.—=The fonl fecms 1o
be drawn two ways—God draws it to virtue, and its own inclinations =
to fin draws it to continue the pr'a_;_ of fin; the foul then ftands on
318 free choice, to whom to yicld or obey ; his fervants ye are, [ays the
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apoftle, to whom ye yield yourfelves fervants to obey, whether of
righteou{nefs unto life, orof fin unto death. - .

God notonly draws us by his Spirit but by mercies and 2{1i&tions
~{ometimes by judgments on nations, on _families ad on particular
per{ons, becaufe they rebel againft the diflates of his. Spirit, and he
by -his Spirit, will bring out the perfons bound with chains, but the
rebellious fhall dwel!l in € dey land.. -When God is pouring out his
j'udgments,ﬁ' they that are led by the Spirit learn rightecuinéfs and al
things will work together for their good : But faith the Saviour, thefe
mine enemies that will pot:thac .I thould reign over them bring
hither and {lay before me. This, ﬁnnér,Jwi]l be your fate, when your
thall be'called before God’s awful bar to render a {olemn accounct
how you have improved thefe glorious talents and advantages—vyour
vain excufes. will not then avail vou, butthe blefling you fodlithly
have negleCted and defpifed will aggravate your condemnatior—Yon
have chofen darknefs rather. than light ; alas ! you muft. now abide
the confequence of your inconfiderate choice ; the harvelt is ended,
and your foulsare not faved, but irrecoverably loft and gcne forever
~— While there is yet hope then, reject not the teachings of the Spirir,
be baptifed into the Spirit, be {anétified by the Spirit, come with full
boldnefs to the throne of grace, pleacing the merits of an all fuflicient
Saviour : he hath fulfilled the law for you, be hath a robe of perfeét
righreoufnefs for you, he hath done and {fuffered all for vou, unlefs
you cut yourfelf off by difobedience, and bar the door of heaven againft
your entrance, by your refliftance~"The Spirit and the Bride fay
come ; and let him that heareth fay, come—and whomfoever will, let
him take of the wateg of life freelv. The greatnels of your fins, need
not form an objeltion on your part, for though they are liie fcarles -
and crimfon, and fands in number, yet they will be made *white z=
wool or fnow ; if ye will be willing and obedient, you may not only
be partakere of his death and richteoufnefs, but alfo. of his afcenfion,
and interceflion with the Father, pleading his perfect righteonfnefs
for you 3, he hath fulfilled the law for you ; and if vou fubmit to him,.
juftice has no demand on you—you' are no longer upder the law
but under grace. The law ofthe fpirit of life in Chrift Jefus hath
made you free ; free from the law of {in and death, unlels you chufe
death, rather than life. ; 5 o
My desr reader | don't conclude man’s falvgtion is ®mpleted by
the fpirit without{anllification, or that the Holy Ghoft has nothiog.
to do in it ; it is firlt renewed by the {pirit and fanétified by the Holy
Ghoft, which isthe faints’ comforter ; it is fent to feed the convert-
ed foul with heavenly bread ; for, faith Chrift, except ye eat my flelh
and drink my blood ve have no life in you ; meaning his Spirit;, for
{aith he, the words that [ {peak they are Spirit, they are life.- .Oh,
poor faint ! were it not for the Holy Ghoft, the Comforter with us,
how fhiould we be able to fupport ourfelves through tribulation, per-
fecution and afifliction 7 but, being {trengthened by the mighty pow.
er of God in the inner man,. we are enabled to perfevere, and may
become fit temples for the Holy Gboft to dwell in—Is not thisensogh
to bring the hardelt heart into fubg?fﬁﬂn, and ‘induce it to fhout

e
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forth hal'el. jahs, and join the {ong of Mofes & the Lamb, n thankfs
giving ro.Him that ficteth onthe throne, who by his blood, hatli
redeemed us un'o Gad, to live and teign with him forever and ever,
I nave mentioned a day of grace, that is the time whiie pérfons ard
voder the vifitations of his Spirit, and a time when God withdraws
his Spirit, for faith he, my Spirit fhall not always firive with m2n e
What 8 folemn ficuation are thofe in, from whom G)d Whath witha
drawn h's Spirit ? they are left 1n utrer darknefs,chey are no more the
offsnring of God : but as our Lord faid to Judas, I have ckcfen you
twelve, dnd one of you 1s a devil ; {0 after they are left of God, they
belong to their fa her the devil, and arc devils incarnate=The day of
prace once paft, loft you are, dnd muft forever be to all eternity,
How will you then refle€t on your abufe of free grace and offered
mercy ? Have you nor jet the Spirit accufing and condemning for
fin, for fo often and fo long rejedting its countels, and for rot hearke
ening to its reproafs ; hark then, fearing it may be thé latt vifitation
=ik @ matter of foch Infinite importance delay rot 2@ day, an bhou?
nor a fingle moment ! [ confefls it has been my delay and nonatten.
tion to the ftrivings of the Spirit that has brought me to be a publick
foefacle in my death ; when the (piric was ftriving with me, I was
ftriving to refift, grieve and quench it ; and though 1t was like fire to
mv flefh, yet the devil, together with my own wicked heart, wou'd
not fail to {uggelt o me, that T might yet follow the vanities of the
world, and that what I now know wasthe Spirit, was only {operffition;
or the tradi ion of my pious parents® education, and good counfel, ta
whicli I necd not heed ; and if they were tight, it was time enough
yet ; I negd not o foon begin to deny mylelf of vaidity and follyw—
Repentance and attention to religion belongs to old age 3 But | now
be'ievé religion rdrely takes place in old ege ; and thefe principles
procced from the father ot lies, that ought by all means to be rejefted
in yocth. Oh ! that I might be a means to induce poor thoughilefs
fou's, bound to the eternal world, to conflider thefe important truths,
and how often they are perfnaded by the adverfary of fouls, to negl &
them—Oh ! confider what a {ubtle adverfary we have to encountery
and that he is continually going about like a roaring lion, feeking
whom he may devour—And be induced to confider, that life and
death are within our reach, and affluredly depend on our choice, aflift.
el by a meafure of the Spirit, which is freely given within you ; and
the apoftle of the Hraelites, they all drank of that fpiritual Rock thae
followed them, and that Rock was Chrift ; which I underftand was
hi-d vine Spirit ; yet with many of them God was not well pleafed,
and did Twear in his wrath that they fhould not enter into his reft, I
conclude that mankind are free agents and have reftored to them, by
the Redeemsr, full power and ability to {ave or damn themf{elves ; to
chufe and obrain life or death, heaven or hell ; that they are left at
their own free choice, and may be led by the Spirit of God or of the
devil, according to whom they yield themfelves to obey—that they
may, and often do put themfelves fo much under the power of {.tan
by vielding to him as to be an eafy prey to him, and to be led captive
%y him at iia pleafure ; which is affuredly aeath, and will end in an

.
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“etgrnal bap'thment from Gad, and from the lealt gleam of hope or
comfore, ek | :

And, On finners | Rupid finners ; your poition if you remain fuck,
will be, to bz turned into hell, into ajake burning with fire and brim .
t ne, waere you will, witho it intermiffion, be mourniag vour folly
and biverly curfling your deluced and bewitched artachmen: to the
m 'mezntary. vanities of this vain world ; for the fake of which, you
have placed your immorial part, your never dying fouls, under the
{culding drops of divine vengeance ; there to remain 4s long as God
lives to panith you. s |

But tho'e which will be led by the Spirit of God, they are the fong
of Gud; God himlelf will bea %Ather ¢o them, and own them as his
children ; Jefus the fecond gloriéus perfon ia the ever blefled I'rinity,
will own them as his bre hren, and though they were created below
angels, thofe fhining atiendanis before the throne of God, they will
be raifed far above them ; and while in this warld, they in beieving
view:, may anticipate in fome degree, their happinels ; they may die
in peace, being affured that guardian angels, will, at their fouls leav.
ing the‘e mortal bodies, waft them wiih the {witinels of angelick
wings, into the heavenly Jerufalem, where miilioris and legions of an,
‘gels will hail their happy arrival, and whereno fin nor forrow fhall
ever enter ; where they fhall drink plentiful dravghts of thole rivers
o’ pleafure, which flow through the Paradi'e of God ; nor for days,
ponths, nor years, but during the inconceivable and inexpreflible
duration of ETERNITY. - | : '
oAt L G AT P ON
ALTHOUGH my broken ideas have been lengthy, and my writing
- wnconnected, yer, it being thelaft time of fpeaking in this world, I
beg leaveto add a few words by way of application ; and am perluad-
ed if yoa felt the weight of eternity as I do, you would beas willing
to read as [ am to write, in a dark place, and mv hands and my feet
faft in irons. I have firlt arrelled your attention by my near and
{peedy exit to everlalting happine(s or mifery, and my only motive for
addrelling you, is, the honour of God, and a moft ardant with to pro.
mote the happinefls of fouls ; and thoald I be fo happy as to prevail
with one precious {oul, among the millions of mackind, to torfake
their fins, and tarn unio God and be happy, 1 thould think my pains
sbundsn'ly rewarded ; for [ confider ane foul of more worth than
ten thoufand worlds. I have fet betore you my corrupt principles
while in my [aie of unregeneracy, and the daingerous conleqence
0 which they led me, and urged you to avoid them, & all aypcarance
of evil—I have endeavoured to move you f.om a confideration ot my
change from a Rate of fin and mifery o that of happinels, in the near
views of death, and my expe&ation of eternal bappinefs—L have en.
deavoured ta thow the dreadful confequences ot the {alle principics,
which [ had embraced, ani my defire to be an infirument in the hing
of God 10 (tir you up to repentance ; and to induce you thereio,] have
urged the exceeding grea.ne(s of the purchafe— the freenels o1 (he
graCa—the univeriaitty of thlc Invitaiion, and the firiving of the Spi-
it da every heart—I have urged you from the hosrour ihat awaited
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me after the fatal accident, and the fubtilty of the devil in trying ta
dlﬂuade me from the thoughts of religion, and attcndmg to the ftriv
‘ing of the divine {pirit upon my wicked heart—I have. fuggefted to
you that there 15 no way to heaven, but in the ftraight and narrow
_xoad of holinefs, and the folly of thofe who expelt 1o obtain a feat in
- the paradife of Ged, and ftill continue running on in the broad road
to hell, and where it will affuredlv land them —I have mentioned the
grcat importance of {ecret prayer, wlth an account of the {weet expe.

vience of my own {oily by attending to that great duty and unfpeak-
able privilege —1 have exprefied my 1deas ot the will of God, and of
coming to Chrift ; the greatnefls of his purchaie; fearing God and
Chrilt are dlihanoured, and precious {oals injured, by being taught
they can do nothing availing to their falvation ; for, faith Chrit, ma-
ny call me Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I fay—1I have
urged you to receive the Spirit into your hears, and te be led, gmdcd
and governed thereby, by tne blefling to which it leada, and the ini
jupportable horrours confequent upoa the meglect of this part of the
puichale of the Son ot God, who himfelf hath faid that he will draw
all men after him —and that this drawing iy by the fweet influences
of his holy Spirit—1 have urged you by the confideration that the
Ioly Trlmty, Father, Son, and Holy Gholt, each exert their office in
the {alvation of finners, and the folemp ‘account you will be cvalled (o
aniwer for your wilfal abule rn reﬁﬁlng and defpifing fuch offered
mercy, and how it will aggravate your condemnation ; if be that def*
pifed the law of Mofes, died without mercy, of how much forer pune
ithment fhall ye be thought worthy, who have trodden under foot the
Son of God—I have confidered the abundant provifion made for your

yetwrn to God, in the way of repentance, faith and a: holy lifte, and
that the negledt is to chuofe damnation, which is the confequence of

your ftupid, foolifh and wicked choice~—I have urged you, from a
confideration of the {aints’ comfort ‘and happmefs i this world, in
waikig the ftraight, narrow road, ana xnowing they are travelling
hieavenward, and keeping in view the unipeakable happinels, as their
portion—1 have urged my own long conviction, while I was ronning
on in fin, refiting the ftriving of the Spirit, & liftening to the charms
upd delulions of the devil, peridading me by ‘many alluring motives
0 relift the Sp.m and to continue my bewitched courfe of fin—I bave
urged you, by a !erious conﬁderatlon, of the mifery and horrour,
which wiil afluredly be the portion of the wicked,by the intenfenefs of
sheir torment, and infioite length of its duration. And laftly; I have
“endeavoured (o0 move your attention to the important concerns of re-
ligion, by & confideration of the unipeakable privilege of being {ons
snd daughters of the Lord Almighty ; by being raifed to a dignity -
:{upﬂnour to angels ; of your fouls being at death received by guar-
¢ian angels, and winged by them to unfpcakable happmcfs, which
Wlll lalt during eternal ages,

And now, precious, dear, immortal, never dy ing fouls ! confider
the fulnefs, freenels, and eﬁcacy, of the blood of God fhed for you;
of the great {aivatjon, and its 1mpnrtant confequenccs And now,
lei old and young, great and fmall, high and low, rich and poor, ap-
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ply thefe lines to their owa particolar cafe, ‘and charge ic home to
f;_hgif-cg-nfciénccs s that chefe great and unportahit realities are (heir
own immediate and ‘particular concern ; and God grant that they
act as the importence of the lubject demands ; and thar my death ma}
in his hand be a means of awakening, convincing and couverving fin-
ners favingly ; at lealt, that it may be a wmeans 1whis band of faving
one poor, rinmortal, pe-ifhing loul ; but this I muit leave 1a ine hand
of God, and to Jelus, the only Mediator, cheerfully commit my ipi-
rit, ‘with the lavely {foand from heaven in my cars, of blelied are the
dead that die in the Liord, from hencetorch, faith the Spwrit, taey thall
reft from their labours, and their works fhall follgw them. .

THE Spirit and the Bride fay come | And let my lips with falemn woice,
- The invitation's frong ; Bid a:lthe, world adieu. .
Qb ! fill my beart with fre of lowe, | Give thy giod Spirit, Lord toguide,
" dnd tarry not too long. 7 < i Lo that bright beavenly day,

DI'llon the Rage of life rejoice, - - Let angels gugrd me to thy throne,
- While Jefus flands in wview ;3 | © From whico ne'er isi w jiray

| Az ADDRESS 1o my PARENTS.
Dear Parents, - - : i . X
GRATITUDE and dacy, lead me to leave a few lines with you,
which, I humbly hope, may: be to your comfort and coniblation,when
I am {eparated from you by the {troke of death, 1 now, 1n my dying
languages, to my forrow, confels my difobedience to you, and my in-
attention to the inftruction, forrow-and teags of my tender parenis, to:
induce me toremember my Creator in the days of my youth,and their
counlel and advices to me, endeavouring to prevent iy runaing 16
prefamptuous fins ; [ thank you for your kiadaels in giving. me leara.
ing, which you expefted, when [ fhould take the'reins of feit govern
ment ’imo my own hﬂﬂds_, Iliigt}t be of iervice ta me, and toe commuiie
‘ity, and be a help to enable me 10 condutt in fuch manner as 0 be a
comfort to you in your declining age. But alas ! miftaken pareats,
your labour 1s loft, yoar expettation dilappcinted, yourleives, to whom
J ought to have been a comfort and uppdsi, I am now bringing wii
floods of tears, and keen anguilh of heart, to the grave. *
. 1, with hamble penitence, beg your forgivenefs, for my dilobedi-
ence, and for what [, by my folly, bave broaght on you. 1 am juit
upon the brink of wh - the world conliders an ignomiaious death ; but
I can affure you, I have abundant reafon to adore the goodnefs of God
to me in bringing me to death in the way beft {uited whisv. a glory,
and my own everlafting good. | - | ; |
And now; my dear parents ! let me asa dying chld give you a
word of advice, which may turn to your comfort.  If you are already
‘in Chrift, let this ‘providence be improved by you te bring you, and
keep you ftill nearer him ; and be a means of weaning your afteCtions
from this vain aod unfatisfying world, and placing them oa things 4-
bove, and of kindling the fire of love to Jelos, whom may you receive
into your hearts,by a true and liviog faith. Bat fhould it be the cale,

that you; or eitheir of you, bave been till this time ftanding idle, who
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knows bnt this providence js fent of God to csll vou, at the eleventh
hour, 1nto his vineyard ? And fhould you neglect, perhaps this may
be the laft call to you ; if you now dilobey, may it not be {aid to you,
Thefe many years I'came fecking fruir, and found none ; cut them
down, why cumbér they the ground ? Lord, grant that this may no: be
vain,and that they may bring iorth fruit udto everlalting lte  And
now my heart and hand muft bid adiea to earthly pareats,and clole an
eternal union with my heaven!y Fathcr, who by his divine Spirit, has
quickened and prepared me therefor, “and witnefleth with my (pirit
that 1 am a fon ot Gud, and heir of Jefus Cariff, ' |

Therefore my dear parents, wipe all tea's from your eyes, weep
not for me, but for yourfelves, if you have not been bgrn of the Spirit.
I can welcome death wi h all its horrours, and lifc mv {oul on the
wings of faith, and fay, O death, where isthy fling ! O grave, where
jo thy vi&tory ! Thanks be to God. who hath gwcn me the victory,

throogh ourLord Jefus Chrift. * ° W. Sweelng,
Your fon, braw lev'd or waly'd once, | To whom he avasrelaed '
"By you avails ‘bim not ; Or by wbam ba was hgag. ‘

A lifelels lump vemains of bim you fee,

1t's all thou art, und all the proud (ball be ;
Death flrikes the features dreffed once fo gay,
x!nd leaves bebind “ Jump of bifelefs clay.

Avw ADDRESS To MY BROTHERS anp SISTERS,

Lowing Brothers and Siflers,
AS thefe are my laft words to you, let them be impreffed on your
heare. The firft thought that occurs to my mind, is the following
queftion, viz. * Suppofe ye that thofe Gallileans, whole blood Pilate
mingled, were the greatelt finners ? [ tell you nay, but except ye
repent, ye fhall likewife perlfh > It you, or any of you, are deftitute
of the Spirit, raling and reigning in your hearts, and are not led by
- the Spirir of Chrift, you belong not to him, for only thofe that are led
by the Spirit of God belong to God ; and it any man have not the
Spirit of Chrift he 18 not of Chrift, he is none of his, - Jt you, orany
of you, find yourfelves out of Chrilt, or that Chrift, the only fure
hopeof glory, is not in you, Oh gwc not fleep to your eves nor flum-
ber to your eyelids, while remaining in your lamcmablj fitnation f
- Cometo Jelus, enter while there is room, befoac the door be fhut,
and you in vainfay ¢ Lord, Lord, opza unto us,”’ Alas ! too late,
the ruin of thoufands, waiting tiil their day of grace 1s  pait, till the
everlalting door is that, forever fhat agam& them. Oa place de-
pendance on work, forJuﬁiﬁcauan, yet expe& not [aluuon without
praﬂlﬁﬂg every Chriftian virtue : vain WIH be your h0pe ot heaven if
ye live in fin : do not take convition far ‘converfion, ‘depend not on
your vonverlion, tor unlels you are fanétified & cleanfed from fio you
belong not to G2d, as he that committeth fin is of the devil; and
whofoever i8 born of God ﬁnncth not. Should you {ay, the fame
apoltle fai h, If we fay we have no fin we are liars ; I fay we have fin
‘remaining in us,or there could be nu warfarg, no crofs, no fleitly
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fi ft to mortify 3 but if we watch and prav ; take {word of the Sprri't:
the Spirit w.{l bear tule : it is not the having fin remain in us, but
commirtting {in that will prove our ruin. It is in vain to  believe
¢ eftion will {ave ybu,‘fbfﬁﬂnc are eiefted butthruugh fan&ification 3
do not believe that any thing lefs than receiving the Spirit and ata
tending to its irfluence till it becomes the ruling principie in the
heart, and corquers and deth:omes corruption, can fave you.

Reft not then in ordinences ; rel in rothing fhort of true halinefs,
wi heut which no man fha'l fee the Lord,—~1 hope fomre of you are
with me in the Lord ; that we are born into one Spirit. Oh!l firive
to preferve, and meake your calling and e'e@ion fure ; which you may
do : If you are faithful unto death, vo: thall receivethe crown of life 3
vou muft dwell in Chrit, and Chrilt in yov. If ve live atter the

efh ye fhall die ; and if ye through the Spirit mortity the deeds of
the body, ye {hall live : If ye love me, {aith Chrift,kecp my commsnd.
ments, and if any man love me and keep my fayinge, the Father aud
I will come inun'o him. and make our abode with him : 17 we bot
N-arken to the voice of God’s Spirit, it will bring us to love God : If
we love God it will induce vs to keep his commandments ; and keep-
ing his commandments will bring you within the reachof his prom:fe,
to make his abode with you, Here then, is the beginning of true re-
Jigion, viz. an attentive receiving, due i-catkening unto, and clcfing
with the moving of the Spicit,which is cffered, ard if received 15 nou-
tithed and ftrengthened, and increaleth till it perte€te.h every thing
lacking in you, and maketh you nmeet for glory. Let me exhort you
that bave named the name ot Chrift, that vou depart from all inigui-
ty :-Shun the very appearance of evil.— And grart. O Lord! that
peace and love may flow ioto the hearts of thy children, while in a
militant Rate here, and that they may experience fome of the Jove of
the church triumphant, and at l2it to be fcated at thy right hand. 1
muft now take my leave of you and bid you farewell, commending you -
to God, and begging that he would keep vou in perfect peace till yoa
sppear before him, with inexpreffible rejoicing,
Our natural urion new is palt,
Death feizes me, and bolds me fall ;
And you mufl foon the tyrant feel,
T bouph now fo loth yet you mufl yie'd.
T be arroavs fiy avhere'er they're [ent,
And foon the Bubb rn will velent
There's nome tha’s Jpar’d, the rich nor poory
But all mufl enter ar death’s door.
Then, O. diar reader, noaw prepare,
Yo avelcome death’s grim m flenger,
That avkhen be fivikes the ja al blow,
Your ﬁﬂpt you miy not then let £O.

Ax ADDRESS To My WIFE.

My Diar and Loving Wife,
"IN compliance with your requelt, that I would leave you 2nd my

dear children a few lines, 1 now 1akein hand my pen, aud wiih it
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might be in my power to fay fomething to calm your bitter !'ghs ; {0
dry your ﬂoods of tears : to foothe the heart bresking ﬁtumon to
which you are reduced.— But the only confolation I can give you, in
your diflréfs, is to hearken to the counfel of & dyirg hufband, while I
humbly hope that under. the sflitance of the blefied 'cfm, and ac-

tuated by bis bleffed Spirit, | em epabled to addrefs you in fucha

~ manner as to havg 2 laﬁ:ng ¢ffeét on your heart, and indure you to
endeavour to wesn your affeftions from this world, and sll worldly

things, and to place_them on obje&s infinitely wnrthy of yaur highett

love and fupreme regard ; which if you do, and continve in the love
and pradltice of obedience 1o the grcatelt and beft of gl Bem £s, Y00
will be infinitely a gainer, in obtsining {piritual bleflings though

you loofe what yon conflidered the deareft of earthly comforts.—Let

me then earneltly intréat you, to feek the kingdom of God and his

r:ghteou{nrﬁ s 2nd remember, for your encouragemcnt,' that sli

things necc‘Tary {liall be added unto you. . »

And let me tell you, there is no way of becnmmg in favour wh'nhr

God, but bv a fleady and obedient walk with God, and a fteacy uni.

form pra&mc of virtue, walking in all the commandments and ordi..

nances of the Lord blamelefs. Live in the fear and love of God : Bu¢
fet not about the great concernsof relipion, expc&mg to merit eternal
{alvation therefmm, for that is not left for you to do ; the work is
done, a Ct‘mplete falvation is wmught out for you, if you will believ.
ingly receive it. It is offered on the moft eafy terms, without money
and without price, toevery one that will come and take offered mercy,
]e{uq ftood and cried, faying, ¢ If any man thirft let him come. unta.
me and drink.& him thatcometh unto me, I will in no wife caft out.”
The Spirit of God was ftriving in my heart a number of yesrs, and
1 believe it is ﬂrwmg with you and every mortal under heayen ; but
mankmd are inattentive to the heweniy Vifitor, they know not what
it is 3 many totally deny and ridicule the idea of a meafure of the
Spirit betng given to every man ; but itis my full belief, 1 had itin
mv natufal fate many vears,. and that all mankind have it ﬁrmng
within them till their day of grace ispalt. Watch then, wait for the
Spirit, pray God to difcoverit to you, to lead you under its guidance,

to keep you under ité dire@ion, that you may walk in the Spirit, live -
in the Spirit, and the Gad of peace be with you, and the dear children
now committed ro your care,

You are now a widow, mv ch:ldren fathcrlcfs, take care of them 3
ufe them ki ‘ndly, teach them to rcmcmbcr 3h¢.1r Creator in their youth ;
keep them from bad company ; fet them good examplcw, and if you
fhouold teobliged to put them out, put them into famlllcs that fear
God. Putin praitice what [ havcw uten, roncer it day .and mghr,
and pray God to lift the deﬁrcs of your {eul to him for his blefling.
My earneft delire i 15, that you may clc)ie a mme endearmg umon wuh
the blefled Jelus ; then it will not be long until” we, may again be
enited, never more to part, and our union will ht more dear than that
in thls world has been. And let me, with the words of 2 dying man,
'rcqlle{l that you never reft fat:sﬁed until vou are aﬂ'ufcd that you
dwell in Chr:ﬁ: and Chrlﬂ: in you, by the Spirit which he hath given

%
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§0U. s And earneftly hoping I may be enabled, by thy own exnéa
fience, to add fomerhing, by way of queftion and anfwer, that may ba .
for your benefic and that of my dear children; I lecave what follows;
viz. , S R

Quelt, What it méant by tonwiflion 7 Anf I conceive the fubftance
of convittion confiftsin being ‘enfib'e of fin; and of the dreadful punifh.
frien which is the inevitabdle con{rquence theréof.

nelt What aré the nioving caules of convi&ion ? Anf. I conceive

they are both external and internal : the ¢xte:nal caufes arée many, and
thay be judgments, afftictions, difappointmen‘s, -death of friends, or
perbaps fometimes bleflings, mercies, &c. fometimes reading; hearing
the word, &c. operating varioofly on different perfons; all which
judgments or mercies, {erve either to harden their hearts, and drive
thertt farther from Gad, or to foften their hearts and bring them near-
er to God, and leave them proper fubjets to be opérated upon by
the Spirit; for while they have their attention engrofled by the vana
ities of this world there 1s no reom for the Spirit, any more than nou-
rifhaieat on a rock, for feed fown upon it ; and the devil (like the fowls
in the parab'e) is pluckinig up the good feed fown, And though the
' Spirit, in ifs natdare 1§ always d_ra' wing toward: G’Od, yet the effeét: are
different, according to the different na‘ures of the fubjeéis, as the fun
by ifs enlivening beams has different eficéts ; it wil} foften wax, and
harden clay ; though its influence and patare are always the fame.

Quelt. What is the internal canfe of conv &ion? Anf{. I conceive
the iuternal caufe is the divine Spirit, a meaiure of which is given ta -
every man § yet, though the light fhiseth in darknef{s, the darkne(s
~ comprehendeth it not, until by fome external caufe opera:ing with the
ftrivings of the Divine 5pirit, the gowertul attraltion of corrupt nature i3
weakened, and corrupt principles ceafe alting, and then it is that the
Spirit begins to tike hold of the heart, and firives for admiflion theres
in. - | |
- Quelt, What is the coure of finnirs und r conwillion ? Anf. They
by praying,reading, ltrong cr ying, &c. firiveto recommend themfelves
to God by their works ; flying from one phy fician to ancther, till,like
the woman with the bloady iffue, they have {peat all ; and ﬁnding
their own works fall far fliort, their rebeilious naiure fubmits to oper
the doors of their hearts; which thev kad iert barred, and tc let the
Divine Spirit take peaceable pofleflion ; dethrone fatan, fandify and
clearife the heast, and make it a fit temple for the Holy Ghoft to d wel}
in : and when this fall furrender 1s made, the work of comverfion or
regeneration is performed. |

Qaelt, What will be the effel of this gréat tf:_a#gé of convidion ?
An{. [t it is a {aving converfion, it will beget 2 univerial haired 10 all
fin, atrd a determined refolation againft it, without the leafl referve :
tuming tb God and th_e ways of holinefs ; a love to God and his I’_eo..
ple ; a {upremie regard to Je(us Chrift as the grezt {oundation  of e¥
_[grna] happine(s H it will tiike the aﬁ’c&ions frcm this vain wor.d s Clera
nal concerns will be nppermoft ; the mind will be enligh'ened in (he
knowledge of the facred feriptures, by an internal fenfe of the impor-
taat truchs they contain, which will then be a ftandard o prove the
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{pirit which isin us to be of God, (not of Anti-Chrifl} witne{fing with
our {pirits that we gre the chilcren of God. The facred oracles to the
naiural man are a fealed book ; thotgh he knows the Jletter, he can’t
fee the beauty, harmony, and conneftion_thereof, uniil by the divine
Spirit, they are opened to him, and divine light is let into the under-
ftanding.<~But, my dear wile and children, I muft leave you in the
hand of a kind and merciful God, who hath ftiled himfelf the widow’s
‘God, and a fzther to the fatherlefs children, humbly begging him to
keep you and them as the apple of his eye; and cloathed with the
perfect righteoufnfs of the dear Redeemer, and wathed in his blood,to
prefent you and them faultlefs before his throne with exceeding joy ;
where eye hath not feen, nor ear heard, nor hath it entered into the
teart of man to conceive the things that God hath prepared for thofe
that love him : where God of his infinite mercy grant we may again
meet, never, never more to part. Amen and Amen.

I to my little children leave, Hi;jUdgnie'ht fent you to corret,

A word of my advice, [ leave, ! And mercies multiply’d.
That they in youth their {ins may He has provided every means,
And live a holy life. [ unloofe, Great finners for to fave ;
Death will me from thefe bands May every means attain the end,
From fetters will fet free ; ~ To unlofe fatan’s {lave.
Oh may each unconverted {oul I leave behind a little book,
A warning take by me. ~ T’ inform you of my crime ;
- Seck true religion, undefil’d, And in what manner I was took,
And feek it in God’s way, And left the ftage of time,.
And ev'ry difobedient child, My counfel pray do not negleét,
~* Fly, feize the golden day. But keep both night and day,
There is a pearl of greater worth, And never from my dying words
Than all the world befide, - Do you be led aftray.

And that it is makes me fo loath,

“You fhould his word denide.

God’s word i8 giv’n you to direct,
His {pirit you to guide ?

But print them in your hearts & tho’ts,
And often ponder on |

The bright & heav’nly love, to which
Go you, and I am gone, W. 8,

R v e S

My heart 1s drawn from things helow | Now I muft fing redeeming love,
. . And pliac’d on things above, Fo Jefus Chrift on high,
Where I muft foon appear before Oh ! angels, waft my foul above

‘That Jefus whom 1 love. To dwell eternally. |
My nature fhrinks to hear its doom, | And when I quit this mortal clay,
How dreadful 1s the {ight ; And leave the world below,
May every finner feek for room Oh ! make the hardeft heart to melt,
In the bright realms of light. And eyes like rivers flow.

To parents dear, I bid adieu,
With wifeand children part,

For thereis plenteous pardoning grace | Dear a]t:fus, O ! now {tand in view,

_ {‘&ﬁd in his houfe there’s room. And comfort every heart, _
With him my {oul has found relief, Brothers and fifters trembling ftand,

Oh don’t defpair of finding, reft,
If to the Lo d you’d come,,

When ftruek with trembling fear ; Dreading to fee the fight ;

And every other foul in grief, ‘| Come holy angels, come in bands,
‘May find a Saviour here: My foul guard in its flight. -

He took me from the horrid pit, )} Mourners rejoice, and weep no more,

. Where fouls by nature lie, For a foul call’d on high,
(Tho' fin had funk my foul {o deep) { To meet its Saviour, and with him,
- &nd plac’d my joy on high, To dwell eternally. W, S,

I | : .
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An ADDRESS to the PARENTS of my WIFE.,

Dear Parents, .

GRATITUDE and daty, together with a recent view of many
kindaefles you have conferred on me and my family, induce me, in
my laft moments to addrels a few lines to you, and although I have
been a means of caufing you many of the m ft bitter hours of forrow,
yet, hoping and be:ieviug that yoa are not under the power of patp-
ral corrupt paflions, but that you are under the governmentof the blefs
{ed Jelus, and are led by his forgiving Spirit, I with the greateft confi.
dence of obtaining your forgivene's, now afk it, for all that I have ever
done ami(s to you aad all others. I hope and doubt not but your
kindnels will be continged to the little offsprings I leave with you,
and that in you they may find the fame parental kindnefs that they
have before found, and the {ame as if I had been feparated from: them
by a natural deach, | |

I hope yoy will, in this world, be rewarded for all your kindnefles,
3 thoofand fold, and in the world to come with the joys of our Lord 5
and believing, although our natural union here is paft. yet a far more
lalting one may be joined in the realms above, where [ hope we may
receive the reward of everlafting joy.——= And grant, Almighty God !
that they may perlevere in the way of holinefs, that we may be ad-
mitted to join the choir of angels and archangels, and the (pirits of
the joft, in finging the wonders of redeeming love foréver, and ever:

which 1s the earngft prayer of your fon in law,
WHITING SWEETING. -

Tho’ natural bands of love are firong, | Your bodies which,worn out with age

Yet furely muft bé broke; Your children may {urvive,

We can’t expett to tarry long, When death (hall take you off the ftage,
Before death’s fatal ftroke. | Be grace in you al ive.

All duft muft to its daft return If faints while here, you'll rife above,
When fouls are call’d on high, - And join the happy choir,

It unprepar’d, then rguft they burn, | In finging loud redceming love
To all eternity. | | To Jefus the Mefliah.

Aged parents now rejoice, WhenChrifi thequick’ning i{'iri't comes
That death to you draws nigh, Bodies of mouldring dall,

And let your lips with thouting voige, | Will then be rais’d ccleftial ones
Praife Jelaus Chrift on high. And dwell among the juit.

ADDRESS to my BROTHERS and SISTERS by MARRIACE,

THOUGH my writings have been long, and my time 1s fhort, yet
I am unwilling to leave the world without leavipg a few lines to you,
and to thank you for all kindnefles, and to beg yonr continuance of
the fame to my wife and children, of which I have not any doubt. ~
And 25 | feel for your immoral fouls, I with my dying breath, earn.
eftly requelt your attention to the great things of everlafiing confe.
quence, and that you like Mary, may chufe that better pare, that will
not be taken from you.  What will it profit you, to gain the whole
world and lofe your immortal fouls ?=——Lay up theo your treafurein
heaven, that when this earth and the Works therein fhali be no more,
you may have a citv of refuge fafe from the florm of almighty wrath
— W hich to do, be affured, there 15 bat one way, that is by receiving
Chrift—=to receive him is to open the heart, to receive his Spirit, for
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this i# a part of his purchafe ; and if you are not Jed by his Spirit, o#
depy him, and own him not in his true charalter, and remaining in
that {icuation, you are {o far from receiving any advantage by his great
and glorioys pyrchafe, that you are meriting an aggravated condempna-

WHITING SWEETING.

Ao,

My dving words pray don’t defpife, But that immortal foul you have,
Look to that God above the fkies ; Can ne’er be bury’d in the grave,
Seck Heaven and his righteoufnels, But tn a moment takes its flight,

And fhare 3 part in Chrift’s free grace. | To darknefs or the realms of light.
Now you gre young,robuft & fpry, Who can endure the flames of hell,
And little think that you muft die &' Or with the damned fpirits dwell,
Thofe ruddy cheeks now dreft fo gay, | No one can fave you from that place
Wil {foonappear but mould’ring clay, | ButJefusChrift with his fyee grace.

Oh ! I beferch you, contemplate the falfe joys of youth, pride and
vanity ; Alas | alas | how litcle are they to be compared to the para-
dife of God : or how great a degree of ftupidity is it, that for the love
of them you fhouid lote a feat in that blefled «bude.

[ feel a fenfe of gratitude to Mr. Oftrander, the goaler, for a]l' his
favaurs, to me in my long confinement ; and my thank: and good with-
es are cX; refled to him in _the following linca,

The goaler has my warmeft thanks, Reward him Lord a thoufand fold,

¥or each humane degd done ; With bleflings of thy love,
And for each cup of water given, And do a bright and glorious crown,
Be his reward the Son, ~ Place on his head above,
Ofthe greatGod,whole blood was {pilt y His family Lord do thou blefs,
And blefled fpirit given, And to them be thou nigh ;
Dead fouls to fanétify and cleanfe, = |} And fit their fouls for holy blifs,
And fity and guide to heaven, To dwell with thee on high,

¢ INCE writing the foregoing, es I have been accufed by many cf
1) dying with a lye and the moft malicious murder, which I have
not confefled, and of which I have not repented : I now fay, I think [
can ia cool calm realon, and the motit fincere refle€tion, appeal to the
Court of Heaven 'lor the truth of what I have {e3d and am now faying,
and in the moft folemn manner declare, before that God before whom
my naked foul will foon be called 1o appear and receive fentence,
- that 1t s the truth relating to faid murder—In the firlt of the evening
as [ was fiiting by my fire, with my little lovely family ipn peace,
otephen Bailey knocked at my door, and {pake to this effect to me ;
You had beft teke care of yourfelf, for there is a party of men, | over.
keard fay were caming after you ; I got by them : I heara Mr. Ea.
ton rangling with them ; they were in high blood : 1 advife you to go
i0 your father’s, When he faw the men they were abouta mile {outh
of my houfe. T never heard who they were, 8or the name of Martin,
or any officer ; norany warrant mentioned, nor did [ know sny againft
me~——1 being frigh'ened at hearing a number of men were coming af-
ter me in {uch an uncommon manner, loft no time, but went imme¢ -
diatgly to my father’s, fearing they would come before I could get a-.
way.  When at my father’s knowing my wife to be a timorous wo.
man, fearing fhe might be frighted or ill uled, | afked my brother to
go wiih me and fpend the evening at my houfe.  As we went, each
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tock a club, not knowing what to expe€t from a “drurken mob, as [
conceived them. We found none at my houfe, and my wife {aid ‘hey
had not been there. After fupper my brother propofed going to
Withey’s, where was another brother, and intimated, that faid com-
pany not comipg by-that time, Bai]gy was miftaken ; only hearing the
name of (weeting mentioned, it was my biother, they were after, and
not me. I wasloath to go, but knowing my brother had that day
been taken b}' txccurion, which had been pald; and been obligcd o
pay it again, and fearing fuch kind of difliculty, I thought gratutude o
bliged me togo, My brother went fi:ft, and I followed. We had
not gone far before he hailed fome people who were coming towards
us—they rufhed on and tcok him and had him down ; yeiled and hal-
jowed beyond delcription.— I ran to the houfe and went in at the fore
door—bat was {o frightened at that time, [ can relate only what 1
have been informed fince by my wife—the fays I ran about the houfe
as if I had been diltreéted, and went to faften the back door, but could
not, and {aying what fhall I do, the anfwered you had beit run into
the woods ; | made for the woods, from the back door ; having got
but a few rods before they furrounded the houfe, with the fame hide-
ous yelling more like drapken favages than like Chriftians, and de-
manded entrance : | had got over a feace and ftood &ill, the (now be-
ing deep, and a cruft that would not bear, moving forward would
. make a noile which | feared would difcover me. [ expefted they
would all go into the houfe, and then [ would, if pclible, pet away
undifcovered : But a few only went in, and tock a candle, by which
they found my trsck in the fnow, and faid there he is gone. 1then
ran as faft as I could from them and towards a soad ; having aclub and
knife in my hands. Ifell over a rock, and found by their noife they
were néar me ; and concluding I could not get away ; [ goton a rock
and told them to ftand off ; [ had a great ko e and a club, aud would
kill the firlt man that fhould touch me but I had no intention of kill-
ing any one, and {aid it only to frighten them, and if pofiible o de-
ter them from coming nearer ; buc fiading they paid no regard ta
what I {aid, ad coming toward me with the fame bideous yelling, I
obferved one way that | might poflibly efcape ; I {prang from the rock
1o get throogh between two of them that {cemed at a confiderablg .
diftance ; Quimby being one of the two, betwixt whom [ intended to
~ pafe, and being a {pry man, (prang and caught me round the body-
we both fell and he on me, [ ftruoggled to get away ; the reft lew on
me inflancly, how many I know not, fome had me by the throat and
bead, which they jamed under the {now. I conclude | heid
" falt the knife in my fright ; bus I now fay that from firt to lait,
had no intention to kill any aian, my in:entioa was to make my ef-
cape. I heard nothing of the word you are my prifoner till afier they
fl:w on me and Quimby. There was fuch a noile by yelling and
confufion and I believe they were warm with {pirituous liquor, that
there Was noneé Of th-‘: cumpan? whO have Deen able to givc any
. dire@ account of the matter ; as they had been drinking that day, and
~  had ram then with them, after the accident happened. [ never did

. dijpute the man’s being killed with the knife in my hand, but how, °
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I know not ; perhaps he received the firft wound by {pringing 2gainft
me, and the {econd in falling on me, or when the company were pul.
Jing and hauling me in the fnow. I heard no complaint of any wound
till after Quimby was up-—whether he was taken off from me, or got
off himfelt, I know not. It has been faid the warrant againft me was
a lawful warrant, [ do not fay the contrary ; but [ never had any
dealing with the plaintiff who prayed out faid warrant.~ It has been
faid the warrant was on account of a fufpicion that I had pofleffed my-
fel of an tron ketiJe, the property of the plaintiff., I had fold a large
kegile—ethe plaintift claimed it, and took it away ; the perforn from
whom he took it, brought a fuit and recovered damage : then the
plaintiff who had taken out his warrant againft me, as I have been in.
formed, brought the fame {uit or caule before another jaftice, for faid
ketile, and brought his father and brother to {wear to the ' identity of
the kettle, which they determined by a fmall crevice at or near the
bottomn, by means of which the plaintiff recovered : But very like it
was noc the fame ; for after fo many trials about faid kettle, the Ioft
kettle was found ; which fully proves the kettle I had fold was not the
kettle of him claiming the fame ; and that {o many oaths proving ig
his kettle could not be true.

I relate this, hoping it will not fail cautioning people againt being
100 hafty in taking oaths, which ever ought to be with the greatelt ex-
sCloefs, and certainty ; bur I fear many perjuries are committed, and
truth and juftice perverted to the detriment of both foul and body e
and I now f2y, the {in that lieth with the greateft weight on my con-

{cience 13, inattention to the {olemnity of oaths ; and as I have often

been called to fwear before courts, hield by juftices of the peace, I fear
1 did not confider, and weigh the dreadful con{equences of calling the
- great God to wiinels to the truthy when I have had a fecret referve by
way of evalion ; and I think I have often {een it done by others.~I
have my fears that the witnexzs that {wore againft me, when on trial
for my life, did not fully confider the folemnity of (he oath they took,
to deliver the whole trath ; but if they did not, and gave the tranf-
aflion any falfe colouring, I forgive them, and pray that they may ob-
tain forgivenefs of the God againft whom they have finned.

Oh my friends ! let a dying man earneftly exhort all witnefles in

future, not to forget the nature of che oaths they take ; and let them

weigh well the fenle of what they deliver, and ever let it be the whole
1suth relpeéting all circumftances, without the leaft kind of falle col-
ouring, and wichout the lealt kind of prejudice ; remembering perju-
¥y may in fome inftances be committed by fpeaking truth, and in
holding back a part of the truih, which weuld have plﬂtﬁd the whole

tranfaltion in a different point of light.

Falfe witnefs rife againft my foul, God’s calling now with folemn voice,
King David, once did fay, On that account its clear,

Their hearts were hard their tongues | And may thofe wretches ftand 1n awe,
' were falfe, That dread not to falfe {fwear :

. They from God’s law did ftray, * | And punith them that don’t repent,
God will not hold them guiltlels now, |  And fly to Jefus’ blood ; |
That take his name in vain, [vow, | To cleanfe their hearts, and fouls

That with their tongues do falfely from crimes, -
Or part of truth detain. l And feal them fons of God,
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'THE day but one before T was to be executed, mv wilé and chils

# dreti and other friends took their laftiarewell of me, in this world—
the 1ears and heart breaking forrows of parting, I cannot defcribe, Tt
having been propofed that my wife and friends fhould apply to the
do&or to whom my body had been given for diffetion, and beg it
might be delivered to them for burial ; which they did, and being re-
fufed, it fo exceedingly affeCled rhem, thatI could not help taking &
part in their extreme {orrow on that account ; and having been advi-
fed to try to make my efcape 3 I attempted, and effefted it ; and with
my irons on gat fome diftance ; bBut was foon taken and brought

- back —=I now fay; I am forry that [ gave?way fo much to nature,
as to try for an efcape ; it is what T ought not to have done; [ ought

~ not to have refifted the divine will, in dying, nor giving my body to
be ufed for the benefic of mankind——TI ought 10 have been a diamond
in the crown of my Saviour, who hath dope and foffered fo much for
me~1 am hambled in the duft, and hope it will be 2 means of bring-

ing me nearer my Saviour.

I Have been attended by 2 number of the minifters of the everlaft-
ing Gofpel ; and I thask them for their kind repeated vifits, prayers
and inftrotions—they endeavoered to imprels me with the addition-

* al fin of not'owning malice, and urged my confeflion, my an{wer has
been, that to pleafe man I ought not to confels a lie to God, and tho’
it was juft in God to take my life in this way, or any other at his
pleafure, yet he knew I had no malice nor intention to kill any man.
I expell there were fome of the clergy to whom my an{wers were by
no means f{atisfaCtory as to the murder, and alfo fome pricniples I be-
lieve, that they deny ; one of which is; that Chrift only died for a
certain number, ele@ad from eternity, which will be faved, and that
others are reprobated to damnation ; I can entertain no fuch ideas of
Divine goodnefs, as to believe that he has doomed any part of man-
kind to eternal mifery, wi hout affording them every thing neceflary
to efcape therefrom ; but that his divipe charalter and perfeflions are
the {ame as he hath revealed them in the facred fcripture ; and
that they are not given by divine infpiration to deceive ns, which [
hombly conceive would be the cafe if this do@rine was true, for
God feat not his Son into the world to condemn the worlid, but that
the world through him might be faved, If then he did not die for the
world, the world through him could not be faived—thé purpofes of
God chen are not anfwered, but totally defeated: and when 1 men,”
tioned, that God fo loved the world, that he gave his only begotten
Son, that whofoever believeth in him fhould not perifh but have eves.

- lafting life.  One of thofe Rev. gentlemen anfwered, that the world
meant the ele®—To which I replied, if the term world means ele,
in this place, that he gave his only Son that whofoever of the eleét
believeth on him, may not perifh. If this be the {enfe, then itimplies,
that part of the elect may not believe—~1 read Chrift talted death for
‘every man ; that the free gift came upon all men unto juflification of

life : and it feems as if every man, and all men, muft in fa®, mean
8l men under heaven, I'read of thofe denying the Lord that brought
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them 3 if they were nnt brought by him, how could they deny hini
that brought them @ This to me is unan{werable and unaccountable.
Aun oblervation was made that Chrift did not pray for the world, but
them tha' the Facher had given him ; this to e is far from prov ng
Chrift did not die for the world, becdufe he did not pray for the
world ¢ for Chrilt | conceive, could pray for nothing but what would
be granted : if then Chrilt were to pray for all the world, they mufd
dll he faved ;for faid he I can pray to my Father and he will give me
more than twelve legions of angels,
- From this I conclude the prayers of the Son dré all granted. Iafke
éd if Adani loft evety thing good, they agreed he did 3 I then efked
what it was 11 us that gave vd a check when we did wrong, dnd re-
morie for having (o done ? They anfwered, natural confcience. I con-
fefs | know nat what thatis, as they hold it; I can find no fuch prid.
¢iple in nature, and believe there is none in fhan, while his day of grace
lafts.  For in Adam we loft every good, where then can fach a prin-
¢iple fpring from : I can’t conceive of but two principles, viz. from
God ; or, from the devil. * If this principle is from God, it is not nat.
_ ural, but fpiritual. 1 hold that in Adam we loft the laft {park of life,
hght and inclination to holine(s, virtue, or any thing good, more than
the devils have. What they conceive nstural confciencé, I cooceive
a fupernatural principle, purchiafed by the Redeemer ; reprefented in
the [cripturey; by the light that lighteth every man that cometh into
the world ; ia many placescalled the Spirit, 2 meafure of which is
given every man {o prolit withal, -and that 4ll both ele€t and reprobate
have 1t ¢ [ he elect improve it; and if 1s increafed ; t> him that hath
fhall be given. T'he reprobates do mot improve,but refift tifl it is ta<
ken away. They who are called rebrobate, are not made {o by an e-
ternal decrée of the greatéft and beft of beifigs, but having refifted till
their day of grace is paft, become {uch by their own ftubboranefs and
wilfulnefs. - |

This principle; I conceive cléarly exoreffed in thofe words of the a-
poftle, Examine yourfelves, know yourfelves, that Chrift is in you ex.
cept you are reprobates.—If every man that cometh into the world
has that principle, then thofe reprobates have had it, and have loft it;
they by their egregicus and evér to be lamenied folly, have loR 1t pait
recovery. o

Another queftion has been put to re refpeéling thie ftate of infants 3
to which [ fay, that I am far from believing that there are of thofe in
- hell not more than a {pan long, as fome have had the boldnefs and
hardnels to affert. I believe the purchale of the Redeemer exiends to
all and évery infant born ; that talents, or a meafure of the divine
{pirit, are given them according to their day ; and that thofe of them,
that are taken out ot the world before atual ttanfgreflion, the divine
{pirit fanélifiesand cleanfes from original fin, 1 conceive the decla.
ration of our Liotd confirms the trath of this ¢ {aith he, of fuch 13 the
kingdom of heaven. It has been obferved to me, that in Adam we
loft ali our moral abilities, bat not our nataral.. I find @O propriety
for this diftin&tion, as they make it ; for all nataral abilities lead to-
wards the prince of darknefs ; and it i¢ fpiritual abilities that lead te-
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wardsthe princeof light. If we have any thingreltored by Chrift,itmuft
be fufficient to place usin a {tate of probation,fomething above nature, and
fully adequate to the purpofe for which it was purchafed & freely given.
There has alfo been held up to me, 2 diftinflion between common
end (piritual grace ; a diftin&ion which I conceive confifts in imagina-
tion only ¢ having no fouandation in the facred fcripture. Say they,
God gives his common grace to all ; but his {pecial grace to none bug
the elet ; I believe his fpecial faving grace; like a grain of muftard
{eed, isgiven to ell'without exception. I do not believe fpecial, fav.
ing grace,as they call it, faving wi hout our moft faithful, earneft en-
deavours to make it faving ; and that if we are not faithfal unta death;
we never fhall receive the crown of life. |
Some queltions were alfo made about foreknowledge. It feerned
as if thofe divines had an ides, that it was from  eternity known by
Gf’d that Adam would f{in ; then itfollowed; that Adam could not
help it. To which I an(wered if Adam could not help it, then he
could not be blameabje—he could incor no goilt.  What man endow.
&d with reafon ever thought a man to blame for what he con'd by na.
means prevent ¢ [ believe every thing is known by God from gl e-
ternity, that ever hath,or ever can or will exift, and that it will come to
pafs exallly in the manner foreknown, but not merely becaufe fore-
known ; any more than becaufe afterknot®n : knowledge does not ex-
ift in power, or agency In all inftances thole things fore-
known as neceflary are foreknown as neceflsry, and thofe contingent.
as contingent. —] believe that Almighty God is notsn -
efficient in evil, and that nothing evil ever was; will, or can, be
broughe into exiftence by him. I believe every thing foreknown, and
fome things foredetermined to be brought about by his agency. I be-
lieve where is it faid, I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, means no more
than that he having finned out his. day of grace while under the oper-
ition of the Spirit, it was withdrawn from him, and that muft be
hardnels fufficient : His temper and difpofition was then the fame as
- Adam’s would have been, after finning, without the isterpefition of
the Saviour. The fame may be faid of Judasin betraying his Lord;
the dévil entered into him, and {o he does every one, when this day
of grace is palt, and ‘the Spirit is withdrawn ; they are then under
- the power of the devil, and fill up the meafure of their days in. his
fervice-=It was obferved by fome of the divines, that the davof
grace lafted through a man’s life, In fome inftances it may be fo, in
others nof. I can’t believe it true in the inftances juft mentioned of
Pharaoh and Judas ; therefore, failing in any inftance, it can be no
rule to be depended upon —Another of the clergy oblerved, that if
Chrift died for all, then all muft be faved, or his power is not {ufficient
to fave all, which degrades the Redeemer. 1 anfwer, firft, that Chrift,
I conceive, did not dieto exert his almighty power to fave one fonl,
but to fatisfy the vindi@live juftice of God for all, and place all on a
footing to accept his terms, and receive his porchafed blefling: othet-
wife | fee no property in his commands and exhortations 0 chufe, turn,
believe and live. All mankind are in fcripture confidered and treated

as free agents, as rational beings ; ;;d' are all called, invited and drawn
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by the Spirit. The Spirit and the Bride fay come—Behold I Rand a?
the door and knock, that is at the heart. It belongs to usto open the
door, & receive the King of Glory in ; it we will not open, he will not
force ; if we bar, he will never break. He hath doneall things necef-
{fary ; what more could I' have done, faid he ; not that he hath exert-
ed his slmighty power, but hath done all that belonged to the word of
redemption, and confiftent with the undertaking. Secondly, I fay,
though Chrift died to fatisfy divine juftice for all, yet it is no dilparage.
ment to him not to fave all, becaule ke undertook it only conditionally,
and that condifion on their part never has been performed, The
contrary “principles. I conceive, holding that Chrift did not die for the
whole world, is difhonouring God, degrading the Saviout, dilcourag-
ing fouls, and the greateft detriment to the progrefs of true religion. It
appears to difhonaur God by difbelieving his facred declaration {o often’
made in the {criptore, that he is no refpector of perfons. It degrades
the purchafe of Chrift, by denying the firft neceffary ftep towards
falvation, viz. A light to lighten every man ; and that by means of
his purchafe, this light is actually givenyand that it is fufficicnt. Ff
we believe the facred oracles, we muft believe it {ufficient for thegreat
purpafe. of falvation, and that all mankind haveit. ¥ itis not fuf.
ficient, it may be confidered worle than nothing, and a means of ag..
gravating the condemnation 5f a confiderable part of mankind ; and
the Saviour of finners has done them no favour, but the greateft inju-
ry, and rendered their {ituation infinitely worfe than before. The
dotrine of perfonal eleCtion from eternity has a tendency to exalt
{elf, and appears far from that humble {pirit of love and good will to
all men recommenrded in the gofpel. Itis dconraging to fouls under
convi€tion ; for they, from fuch principles, conclude that feeking and
firiving are to no purpofe ; for if they are not ele€tedy it is not in the
power of 2]l worlds to fave them——and damned to all eternity then
they muft be. Many in fuch a fituation go iato deftruttion ; and I
have heard of many, under fuch dilcouragement, putting an end to
their days, by taking their own lives. And whereis the inconfiftency
of fuch conduét vpon the belief of fuch principles ; for they are taught
the longer they live in an unconverted ftate, they are adding fin to
{in ; and they, confidering they are not eleted,and cannot be {aved,be-
lieve the fooner they die the lefs fin they will have to anfwer for-

I confider it detrimental to religion, to hold forth the terms of fal-
vation in a myfterious metaphyfical light, and the Divine Charaéter
in a different view from what it is held forth in the word written by
inipiration of the Spirit. 'Thole principles fix on the {fcriptores fo
many contradiions, as to create a fufpicion of their being from God,
or any thing morethan human invenfion ; and lay a foundation for
pe:sM. While on the other hand, the principles for which I con-
tend, are moft fully fet forth in {criptore, and in the moft expreilive
snd moving manner ; they call all, invite all, command all, exhort
and promile all ; glorify God, exalt the Saviour and free grace; ap,
pear perfeétly realonable, and plain to the weakelt capacity, fo that
e that rans may read, and underitand the literal fenfe ; but the {pir-
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itual fenfe can be unfolded by nothing lefs than the divine Spirit of in-
{piration, by which they were wro.e, operating in the heart, and
witneffing with the written word. S Foia

Some (criptures are fpoken to particular perfons—fome to church-
es, and fome to kingdoms and nations. Such I conceive is Paul’s to
the Jews, in the ix chapter of Romans, mourning the fate of the
Jews ; and not the election and reprobation of particalar perfons,
which I humbly conceive does not apply ta prove any thing concern.
ing ele@tion as commonly contended for,—Jacob have I loved and
Efau have I hated, is a quotation made by the apoitie, from . Gen.
xxv, 23, and Mal. i. 2, 3. His laying waflte the heritage of Edom
for the dragons of the wildernefy, is a different thing from hiy ap.
pointing the perfon of Efau to cternal milery, a mere act of fovereign.
ty, without any thing done by him todeferve it, | |
- The apofltie is fpeaking of the two nations, and fhewing the Jews
how without any good works done by them, and long before they were
born, they were chofen a peculiar people, not eleCted to everlafting
happinels, but a people whom it pleafed the Supreme Being to raife
above any other people, and to work miracles innumerable : all to
bring about the gréat and glorious event, to wit, the birth of the Saviour
of the world, long before promifed ; which whenthe apoftle wrote had
been brought into exiftence: & they having abufed thole great and glo-
rious privileges, God in his providence was about (0 beftow them on
the Gentiles—And that God as a fovereign difpofeth the fate of king-
dome and nations, the time and {eafons, according to his plealvre. ==
In confiderin this chapter in any other manner, it contradicts and
deftroys the apoftolick and cther writings, and even the whole tenour
of {cripture, of the old and new teftament. What I underftand by
the elect is fuch as are converted unto God, and have their fins par-
doned, and live in the exercife of that faith that works by love & pu-
rifies the heart. They are fuch as are chofen through fanttification of
the Spirit, and muft be (anétified before they are elefted ; and though
it is faid God from the toundation of the world hath elefed us.in him;
(o it is faid of Chriit,the Lamb flain from the foundation of the world ;
brought to pafs not two thouland years fince ; {o election, from the
foundation of the world, [ conceive, means holy perfons that are in
“time converted unto God and continued in his love; ard that God
appoints obedient believers unto falvation, not without, but according
to his forecknowledge of all their works, from the foundation of the
world. And God, who is unchangeable,hath foreordained all difobe.-
dient unbelievers unto condemnation ; not without, but according ta
his foreknowledge of all their works from. the foundarim of the world
=Man’s believing is the caufe of his jaftificat on from all his fins ; and
God is the J :ftifier of all that believe in Jefus : Therefore a8 man is
juftified by raith without the deeds of the law.

Another queftion was afked relpefting the perfeverance of the faints,
To which 1 anlwered, that I hoped none would ever fall away —]
conceived a man that had fallen into the fire, and parrowly efcaped
with his life, and by means of his elcape had placed himfelf in expect.-

ation of the greateft happinels ; would be cautious of running iato that
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miflerable ftate again. Yet there can be no impoflibility in the fups
~ pofition, that a foul truly converted, may fall back ard be condemned.
For nothing can be plainer rcvealcd in {cripture. Hymenos and Al-
txandcr had once faith, and loft it ; and we read of fome haviog con-
demna:ion becsufe thcy have caft oﬁ' their firft faith ; they had it, or

they could not caft it off-—And fome are turned afide after faten ; they
had been right or they could not have turned afide. Many of “his di(-
ciples went back and walked no more with him. We read, be that
believeth fhall be faved, that if he continue believing, otherwife not
Said Chnﬂ my Iheep know my voice, and J know them and they fol=
low me, and [ give unto them eternal life, and chey fhall never periih,
neither fhall any pluck them out of my hand. My fheep hear my
voice ; much depends on this part of the fentence.—Hearing in fcnp.
ture conveys a moft important idea, on which our eternal all depends,
In this place then they that are meant by hearing his voice, are they
that hear, receive, obey, and walk in the commandments of their Lord ;

thence none can pluck them out of his hand—Buat if that fervant Iha]l
fay in his heart my Lord delayeth his coming, and be druvken : The
Lord of that fervant will cat him afunder, and appoint him his portion
where is weeping, wailing and gnafhing of teeth.—Saith Paul, Re.
mans viii, 38. .1 am perfuaded, that neither death, life, angels, prin
ctpahttes nor powers, fhall be able to feparate us from the love of God
in Chrift Jefus our Lord. This they conceive a demonitrable proof
of perfeverance, and it does effeCtually prove it to thofe charadters to
tvhom he wrote ; ; and they were fuch as mengioned in the verfe juft be-
~ fore, viz. That neither tribulation, diftrefs, perfecutmn, peril or {word
could deter or difluade from following the voice of the lovely Jefus :
and thofe that were fuch, nothing could feparate from his love. And
as it is at this day, to thofe who commuc in his love, they are his in-

deed ; and none but {fuch.
" Another teft to prove their aflertion is, that whom he loveth he

loveih unto the end. What end—the end of their ®ontinuing in his
love, or ways of holinefs ? Some are mentioned as being kept by the
mighty power ot Ged through faith unto falvation. It any are kept in
or through faith it is’by the mighty power of God., But that all that
have faith, keep it unto falvation, can’t be proved from fcnpture
Adam had it and migh: have kept it 3 fo it is with others at this day 3
this mighty power of God is fufficient, if we keep ourfelves in it ; if
we foriake him; he will forfake us. Spith the apoﬂle, keep yourft:'vca

in the love ot God. This is our part ; God gives it to us ; it belorgs
to us to keep it. ‘* If any man draw back my foul fhall have no plea-

fure in him >’ But we are not of that number, that draw back unteo
perdition. This'does not prove, that myf{elf, and you my dear reader !
are not of the number that draw back : Nor will cur having once be-
lieved prove it I nothing lefs then following Chrift in the ways of ho.
linels, & fecling the internal evidence of grace within outfelves, wit-
neﬁ'ng with our fpmts to the {acred {criptures, and correfpandmg
therewith can give us any {olid ground of comfort : Paft experiences
are not fafe to troft upon. The great and important queftions arv:,
What do we experience this prefent moment ? not, what have we Jex.
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pgrimced—am our lemps fill burning, and is the light within us in.
creafling } Are we growing in grrce ¢ for it is the nature of grace to .
grow. On the affirmative of thefe quefticns | place my hope, joys,
comfort, and happinefls.—Bat it has becn {aid by fome, all thefe kinds
of fai'h, are not the faving faith ; the perfon that ever had a ipa‘k ot
¢ ue faith can’t fall away finally and be damned. 1 beg their ferious-
attention to the following fcriptures, and by examining and compar-
ing {cripture with fcripture, they will find that thofe ihat were noly
and righteous in the judgment of God himfelf; thofe that were endu-
ed with faith that purifies the heart, and produces a good confcience ;
thofe who were ingrafted into the good clive tree ; thofe who weie
branches of the true vine, of whom Chrift faith, | am the vine, ye are
the branckes ; tholé who (o effe€tually knew Chrift as by that knowl-
edge to have efcaped the pollution cf the world ; Thofe who faw the
light ot the glory of God in the face of Jefus Chrift, who were made
partakers of the Holy Ghoft; of the witnefls of the Spirir, cf the fruits
of the fpirit ; Thofe who lived by faith'on the Son of Gad ; thofe who
are {anCified by the blood of the covenant, made thipwreck of their
faith, and committed the unpardonable fin againft the Holy Ghoft :
And thus even fome of thofe charallers, may fo far fall from .God as
eternally to perifh, LB s s

~ Therefore, let him that thinketh he {tandeth, teke heed left he be
deceived, and fall beyond any recovery, into the gulph of etzrnal mif-
ery. [ depend on nothing lefs than the {pirit of the bleffed Jelus,
witnefling wich my fpirit that [ belone to God, and upon being drawn
trom all earthly things ; fantified and cleanfed from all fin, and from
the love and pradtice thereof ; and with thefe principles of faith and
holinefs; operating and reigning in my heart, | humbly hope and
expelt to meet death, at the place of execution, rejoicing.

JJJJ ! Thofe fins that were of crimion _'d)fe?

I frecly give my body up _ |
a , As though they ne’er had been ;

Into the arms of death,

To God my foul I recommend, 1 Now I muft join in fongs of love,
~ So long as I have breath, | To my Redeemer dcar,,

I have been viler than the vile, For he came down f{inners to {ave,
- There’s none can equal me ;. - His blood he did not {pare. °

But glory be to God the Son, His blood he fhed without referve,

- And to thesholy Three. Our fouls for to regain ; |

I freely now am juftify’d, { His purchafe was extenfive, large,

" ‘And by Chrift’s blood am clean ; | Glad tidings to all men. W.oN

A fhort Account of the Life, Converfation, parting Advice and Execution of Wiit-
" ing Sweeting—0oy William Carter. Cogex

BEG leave to inform the publick, that I have been intimately acquainted

with Whiting Sweeting, the writer of the foregoing ; and that I have been -
ﬁrefent when he was vifited by a number of the minifters of the gofgel, to ex-
amine into the ftaté of his foul, and advife and pray with and for him'; and
have often heard him give an account of his formér wicked life, before he was
made a prifoner, and of his'convittion & conver{ion, while he was confined 1n
the goal.—A fhort account of whu.h I expeét will be pleafing to his friends and
relations, and plcrh:aps entertaining to _iﬂrrie_readf:rs.-—_---“’HEN he was firft
made prifoner, he appeared an exceedingly ignorant man, in the knowledge of
- {cripture, and one that had never applied him{elf to the ftudy thereof ; and for

{ome time his counténance looked rough and difagreeable, He foon betook
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himfelf to diligent reading and ftudying the feriptures, meditation and prayer;

 and feemed an earnclt feeker of the great things of his everlafting peace. At
a certain time, one Sunday, after prayer and meditation, (as he expreffed it)

he felt an extraordinary change, in the powers and faculties of his mind, dif-
ferent from any feelings he‘ever had before ; he felt calm and peaceable in his
mind ; had new views of God, of Chrift, of the facred {criptures ; the truth of
feripture confirmed, and opened new views of God, as the grcatcﬁ and infin<
itely the belt of Beings—as a Being infinitely lovely and worthy of the highef}
love and adoration of all crertures ; as a being at an infinite diftance from all
fin, and poflefled of perfet holinefs, and his law {uch, that he could not for<
give the leaft {in, without perfelt fatisfaétion ; that all mankind were guilty,
and unable to make {atigfaltion to his juftice for one, even the leaft {in ; thatthe

" Son of God had undertaken to make fatisfattion, and had brought in an cver-

lafting righteoufnefs, for all that would give up themfelves to him, to be faved
folely on account of his merit ; and that the terms were, to give up all for the
Pearl of great price: He felt himfelf drawn to God, and the ways of holinefs,
and refigned to God his deareft enjoyments, and faid he was willing to’be, to
do, and to {uffer, jult what God pleafed ; and if it was:the will of God ‘to take
his life, (though he could not confider himfelf a murderer) he was willing to
die, and could not fay he had any defire to live, tho’ there was fomething
fhocking to natfire in death : yet it was a cup all muft drink.—About this time
there appeared a vifible change in his countenance, which was obferved by
feveral that vifited him ; he appeared calm, compofed, pleafant, affable, and

~ever after fo remained till his execution.—He fpent his whole time in reading,

praying and in converfation on divine things,—He made furprifing progrefs in
the knowledge of {criptire, and feemed as if he was able to unfold any myftc-
rious paffagein the plaineft manner. He was much difappointed in hearing
the witnefles againft him at his trial ; and after the witnefles were lieard, fome

~of his friends who feemed to have fome knowledge of the unhappy - affair, ob-

ferved to him {omcthing about perjury, he faid don’t mention {fuch a thing, I
lope they are not perjured wilfully, if they are I forgive them—they have not
hurt me, I am willing to die. And when fome of his relations faid fomething
about a reprieve he {aid no, they need not give themf{elvés any trouble about
it, it was the will of God to call him out of the world in that way, and he hop-
ed it would be_to the glory of God, and the good of precious and ammortal
fouls,—1 was prelent when his father, mother, brothers and fifters, and his wife
camne to take their laft farewel of him—which was truly affeéting, and fufhi-
cient to melt the hardeft heart, efpecially the parting with his wife—he in a
prefling manner fet betore her the joys to be obtained, & the mifery to be a«
voided, by a firilt attention to religion, and coming into the teyms of falva.
won—~-which he opened and explained, urging a compliance, and as an engag«
mg motive, their affeltion being great for cach other, that then they foon
fhould meet again in thofe happy regions where no fin nor forrow can eiiter,
to difturb their happinefs, throughout an eternal duration. Obferving; if fhe
chofe to follow him in the ways of helinefs, the would find an admiflion into
thole realmsof blifs, into which ina few hours he was going. He added [
am a dying man, you have been a kind wife, I muft leave you in the hands of a
vaerciful God—farewel, till we meet again in a better workd never to. part,.—
When the [heriff came to call him to execution, he feemed calm as before.—It -
wias withe much ditheunity he wrote the foregoing pieces, his hands being. in i
¥ons, & as they could not eafily be read, he defired me to copy them, and re=

guelting alfo that I would add his dying exhortation to the audience at the

gallows., : _ | | T,
As to what he faid at his execution, as T was not prefent, and no perfon

- took notes of 1t, ’tis not 1n my power to give it af length—but from a paper

g

found in his pocket after he was executed, which contained the. heads of his
laft and dying words, it appears to have heen a kind of abridgment of what he
had wrote—earneftly prefling an attention to religion as the great thing needful
urged from varionus confiderations—alfo the great propriety of chuling good
wagiftrates, obeying them when chofen,and the incumbent duty of every citizen
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fo be obedient to the laws ; and. clofed with a fervent prayer, well
adapted to the folemnity of the occafion—the laft words of which
were LORD JESUS; into thy hands Icommit my fpirit. And §
think it may with truth be obferved, that, as in his converfa:ion he
feemed to live in the lively cxpc&aﬁa_n of a ha_ppy eternity —fo to all
nppearancé‘ he died‘-;-ln hii laft Cﬂnverrﬂliﬂn With his fﬂ'lafiﬁn!, hC

~ obfefved that the great and glorious doétrines of the golpel. were not

held forth.in their troe light; but were by {fome of the preachersof the
gafpel {u clouded and obfcuréd by metaphyfical reafoning, as to render
them hard, if not impoflible to be vpnderftood and received -in the true
fenfe held forth in the word ; and often earneftly wifhed it might be
tn his power to communicate his internal fenfe thereof ;5 which he
had not receivéd from man, By tradifion and education, but from God,
by the influence of his holy Spirit, and earnefly direéted them to have

- recourfe to the Spirit within their own hearts; togéther with the {2~

cred [criptures, and in that way by earneft {feeking they could not faid
to find ¢ And that the way of falvation wounld be opened clear and
plain to them. And that following Chrift, by keeping his command=~
ments, is the way in which he is to be found ; for, faith he, John viii,
12. I am thelight of the world, he that followeth mie fhall not. walk in
darknels j—vii, 17. If any man do his will he {hall know of the dott-
rine whether it be of God ;~xiv, 23. If a man love me, he will keep
my words and my father will love him, and we will come in unto him
and makeour abode with him.—He often obferved that he did not be« -
lieve that the foul of man came 1immediately irom God, as {fome f{up=
pofe; and when joined with the body was holy & clear of any fin: He
believed that man confifted of three parts, viz. fpirit, foul and body =
And that the {oul and body both by natural generation proceeded from
Adam. the firlt parent; and were totally corrupted: And that: the
{piritual part was from God, and is therefore pure and holy——and the
following.{criptures he thought proved his belief—Ecc. iii, 21. Wha
knoweth the {pirit of man that goeth upward ; xii, 7. Then {hall the
duft retura to the earth as. it was, and. the fpirit {hall return 10 God
who gave it.. Heb. iv, 12. For the word of God isquick and power.
ful, fharper than any two edged fword, &c. 1 Cor. ii. 2. For what .
man knoweth the things ofa man, fave the. {pirit of man which is

in him ; even {o the things of God knoweth no wnan, but the Spirit of

God. | |
The {ou! of man & the {pirit he confidered two verv different things

—by the fpirit, a {upernatural principle purchafed by the Saviour, &
given for further impmwment—reprc(emed by the good feed, 1he
leaven, the grain of muftard feed, the talentr, &c.. And that this di.-
vine principle is communicated to every man that cometh into the
world ; and that as many go out of the world, at or nearthe inftant
of their coming intoit, then if all have it they muft have it 37 foon as
they come into the world, if not before.- And though this divine prin.
ciple is in every heart, yet to many it 1s of no ufe, becaule they bury
it in the earth, and though, like a live coal of fire wholly buried and
covered under the afhes; when found and fticred up, begins to burn,
fo this divine principle becomes the ruling power,but if it is not found
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gnd improved, the powerful principle of corrupt nature praws {rong-
er, the divine principle is baried deeper and deeper, till itis wholly
- taken away——~And that thofe who were never favoured with the light
of outward reveldtion, have this divine principle operating on manv
of them to their falvation. Rew. v, g. For thou wafl flain, {Je.

He often exprefled that if he could while under his tonviétion have
received any {uch direttions, as he hath been giving 1n his writing;
he ‘hould have found great benefit therefrom ¢ and from fuch confi-
derations, wifhing to promiote the good of immortal fouls, and lead
them from their own works to the fpirit in the heart, and to induce
them to attend to i's inward teachings, and to convince them that fal-
vation is no where eife to be tound, and fn no other way to be ob-
tained—induced him to fpend (o much of his fhort tirte in writing——
having not began writing till after his receiving fentence af death.
EHe often obferved that having in his confinement been furnifhed with
a piece on eleCion and reprobation wrote by Mr.. George Whitefield,
in which he fays, that they who believe in God’s dooming men to
everlafting burning, alfo believe that God loocked on them as fallen in
. Adam, and that decree which ordained the punithment, regarded the
crime by which it was deferved ; he could not believe mankind were
doomed to eternal mifery without any preceding fault othér than the
fin of Adam, and that infants did not as foon as born defetve damna-
tion for a fault committed thoufands of years before theéy were born;
which they could not forefee nor prevent : and though he believed or-
iginal fin in the fulleft fenfe, yet he believed none were damned for it
without aftual tranfgreflion ; original fin being anfwered, and a new
_ - principle being reftored by the Redeemer-=he could not believe that
., acovenant was made between theFather and Son fhould in time defcend
from heaven to earth to redeem a certain dehnite number, called the

ele€t, and leave all others; by far the greater part of mankind reprebat-
ed from all eternity : snd he faid after reading this author’s aflertions
and ftudying the fame, he betook himfelf toearnelt prayer to God to
fhew him the truth, and foon after had the fallacy and inconfiftency of
thofe princicles moft plainly difcovered to him, and in the moft pref.
{fing manner he intreated his wife not to be led away wiith thofe prin-
ciples (tho’ fafhionable at this day)} fo direftly contradiftory to the
whole tenour of both old and new teftament, and oblerved that if all
the men on earth were to tell him he was wrong, they could rot thake
his faith § for he had that which the world could neither give nor take
away ; viz. the eternal evidence, the witnefs of the fpirit, and sgree-
_ing with the {criptures and opening them clearly to his underftanding—
& that on thefe important truths he was willing to venture his immoe
tal all, &c, | :
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