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SAVAGE BRUTALITY.

.........

Sussex County, New- Fersey.

¢ "THE most shocking, mhuman and unnat-
ural murder has lately been discovered near this
place that I think I have ever heardof. A man
by the name of Cornelius A. Cole, a Liow Dutch-
man, from the county of Bergen, had moved in-
to this county, and hved abput five miles from

'ta*is town. His wife’s mother, whose name was

Agnes Teaurs, lived with hlm She was pos-
scssed of some property, and in consequence of
some arrangement between them, she having
conveyed some property to him, he had under-
taken to pay to her fifty dollars a year during
her life. She had also in the course of the last
summer or fall, lentto him, or paid for him, six
or cight hundred dollars; on accouns of lands
which he had bought 1n thisscounty. It seems
that neither Cole nor his wife lived happily W1th

the mother, nor either of them used her well.—

In the month of December last, the old lady sud-
denly disappeared ; and it was said by Cole and
his wife, that she had got offended, and bad gone
to her brother’s in Bergen; although she had
some relations living i the neighborhoed,  they
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supposmg the case was so, tocok no trouble to.
make further Inquiry concerning the matter, —.
About two months after this, Cole rented out
his farm here, and moved back with his family
mnto the county of Bergen, where he remained.
~until last week, when the above discovery was
““made, in the Iollowing manner: The family
- who were living in the house which Cole had
left, 1magined- that they perceived an unusual -
and unpleasant smell about the house, and sup-
posing it to proceed from under the floor, pull.
ed up scwe of the boards, and to their great.
astonishment, discovered the dead body of a fe-
male, partly covered up in a shallow hole, with
ashesand some swingle tow. Aa alarm wasimme-
. diately. given, andthe neighbors collected, when,
it was soon sufficiently ascertained’ that it” was
the body of the old lady, Cole’s mother-in-law.
A coroner’s jury was immediately collected, and
three or four men were dispatched to Judge Pen.
nington, for a warrant to apprehend Cole and his
wife. DBefore the coroner’s jury, the person of
the old lady was fully 1dentified, although her
face was miuch disfigured, and her features de-
stroyed,. yet she was well identified by a scar on
~ene of her feet, which was proved by a woman
who was examined before the jury.  In the
course of the examination, it-appeared that her-
skull had been fractured by a severe blow of an:
axe or hammer, and her throat cutfrom one ear to
the other.  The jury found a verdict, from a
variety of strong circumstances before them,
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of ¢ wilful murder, committed by Cole and his
" wile. '

¢ The persons who were dispatched 1n pur-
suit of Cole and his wife, found them m a re-
tired place, living in a very indifierent dwelling ;
they were apprehended - and teken beiore Judge
Pennington, at Newark, on Wednesday or
Thursday last, and by him committed to the
jail of this place. "What the nature of the ex-
amination before him was, and what, or wheth-
er any coniessions were made before him, Ihave
not heard. They were both delivered nto the
hands of the Sherft of this county, on Friday
morning last, and are now safely in the custody
of the jailor.. There are a number of feports in
circulation, (as is usual on such occasions) with
respect to the confcssions of the facts and. cir-
cumstances, -made by the prisoners.—As far as
I am able to collect, what I.suppose 1s the truth
on the occaston, (not having heard any confes--
sion made by the prisoners themseives) 1t ap-
pears to be this: The wife of Cole had volun-
tarily confessed, that she had, on the night of
the 15th of December- last, a quarrel and dis--
pute with her mother ; that Cole, her husband,
had gone- to bed, and was asleep—had been in
bed about ten minutes ;. that her mother siruck
or kicked her;. that she, Mrs. Cole, took
upan axe and struck her on the head,pmnd-
knocked her down and then tock a jack-Rnife
and cut her throat ; that she then awakened Cole, -

and told himy what she had done ;- that he then
A 2



_n*ot up, but, after some little time, they con-

cliuded to I(J. her hie till mor mng + that thev‘u ent
to bed, and left the old lady lying on the Hoor—.
1 the morning, aloutssun-rise, they got up and.
put the body of the deceased into a small hole
under she floor, and® covered it over with' ashes.
and tow. Itizsaid, and no doubt it is true, .
' that a short time. after-this, Cole went off to
Bergen, or New. York, on busmess, and left his
wife alone, where she remained a week without
any hving person about the house with her. T'he -
next morning after the murder was.committed,
Cole and his wn(, gave it out that the old lady
had got afironted, “and had cone ofr to Begen—-
and so 1t was bcheved until the above dlswverv
was made. The Oyerand Terminer sits here

this week, when, no doubt, they will both be.
dicted and trxéd 5 |

Arr at Court of Oyer and Terminer, held in.
- Bussex County last wcek, at which Judge Pen-
« nington presided, Cornelius A. Coie and Mary
Coh, his wife, were tried for the murder of Ag-
2es Teaurs. Mary Cole was convicted, buther
Liusband, Cor nchus'.A Cole, . was dcqmtted of
he murder.. -

1 . :- . ;
Cornelms A. Cole was also indicted for con-.
eciline the murder; to this indictment he plead.-

_guﬂt}.‘ _ The facts which appeared on the trial.
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of Mary Cole, in part, made out from her owss
confessions, after she was apprehended, werein.
substance as. follow: Agnes Teaurs, the de-.
ceased, was the mother of Marv.Cole ; shewas
her only child :—May Cole and her husband,
with two small children and the deceased lived
togetherin one house, and made one family. Some
time in December last, after some of  the neigh-
bors had left the house, where they had spent the
evening ; it was late ; not far from twelve o’clock,
the husband had gone to bed, in the same room.
IMary Cole and her mother, the deceased,. quar-
relled ; 1n this quarrel Mary knocked her moth-
er down with an axe, and immedidtely cut her
throat. It did not appear that her husband any
way wded his wite. ?n one of the relations of
the facts made by Mary Cole, she m some mez-
sure endeavored to excuipate herself by saying.
that her mother, in the quarrel, approached her
(Mary) in a threatening manner with a knife;
at othertimes she acknowledged the facts of
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knocking her mother déwn with an axe, and
cutting her throat, without detaiiing any of the
accompanying circumstances.. After this was
done, the husband acknowledges that he, at the
request of his wife, assisted 10 placing the corpse:
under the Hoor of the kitchen, and doing a va-
ricty of acts to conceal the murdér and screen
his wite. In March, Cole and his wife moved
out of the county, and rented the house they
then lived n, leaving the corpse under the floor,
where 1t was discovered about a fortnight.ago,
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and Cole and his wife were apprehended in Ber-
oen county, to which they bhad removed
in March. The prosecution was contended
with ability, decorum and humanity by M.
Southard, district attorney, and the prisoners
defended by Mr. Halsey and Freylinghuysen,
with great eloquence and strength of argument,
- The object aimed at by the counsel of Mary
Cole; was to lesson her crime to that of man.
slaughter.* Her conviction was perfectly satis- -
factory to all who heard the trial, and she was
sentenced to be hung on Friday the 26th inst,

Cornelius A. Cole was sentenced to two years
mmprisonment in the State Prison, and pay a
fine of 250 dollars for concealing the murder. .

The following Fournal and Confession was taken
by a person who attended Mary Cole while in
Prison, and to the place of execution, and may.
be relied on as correct.

When 1 first visited Miry Cole, 1 found
her bound in chains in the prison, and seemed
in great exercise of mind, and great agony ;
yea,. her soul was excecding sorrowiul, even un--
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to-death ; the exercise of her mind. was such
‘that threw her into chills and sweats. 1 asked.
her what she thought of the world to come, tell-
ing her she had not eternal life in her whe she
committed the horrible deed for which she was
shortly about to suffer, yet that mercy which
was shewn to David and the thief on the
cross, and others, was still held out to her, and
that God would not cast out any penitent
sinner who sought his mercy ; that though her
sins, as mountans, rose and reached to heaven,
yet mercy was above the seas, and she still might
be forgiven. 1 told her what a great sin it was
for her to kill her-mother. She said she did not
like to hear any thing on that subject. I told
her not to deceive herself, but to behold the
Lambsei God, which taketh away the sins of
“the world ; pointed out his greatness and pPOWErs
to save ; that he was full of compassion and love ;
_that his mercy enduréth foreves ; that it was for.
just such as her that Christ died, and that they
that were whole need no physician, but they
- that were sick. She made answer; that she
knew and felt that all her sins was past away,
and with great firmness and composure profess-
ed great confidence m God. as a sin pardoning
God. 1 was greatlyamazed at the great change
professed. I shortly after left her, desiring her-
to watch and pray, and look to God every mo-
ment, for she had but a short time to live.
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fn the afterncon 1 visited her 'l'gain ; she stil)
proiessed te be happy, but some ‘of those whe
were present an this oceasion could not believe
her testimony, on account of her hard expres-
sions concerning her mother. . She frequently

wept muc‘q and wished she had died when

young, saying. that her mother was always very

havd w ifh her;—that when her father was dead,,
she_had noone io take her part; and that for
whole year together, her mother vould sleep
with herselfand hushand in thésame bed, though
- another was prowded for Her. She requestéd:,
me to fform her Telations at Bergen, that she
wished them to e kind to her child, a boy about.

three years olc." | i g i

At night 1 wvisited hef aganT at hoph

and fourxd there a young munister, w ho
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hymn with her; and it appeared tome as though

her poor disconsslate soul fed upon it. But,
oh! her appearance was «wful; her eyes were
so wild 'md distorted, as to appear (Lompﬁm-
tively speaking, ) like twa balls of fire, and eve-

ry other mark of distress:and horror, Thisbe-

mge the last mqht she had to live, 1 staid with
her till after 12 o’cloek at night; all this time

her coffin lay by her side.© 1 asked her if she
was afraid to remain there that night alone, but

she answered no; so I prayed with her, com-

mitted her to the care of Jehovah, and left her.

Next morning being the last she ever was to
aee in thas world, 1 visited her early. The keep-

‘unq : T



. e _-.ﬁ. o

#
it N . L P W, o

Tl

er had taken her chains off, and she requested -
ane to read for her.  She told me more thanonce,
that on the awful night the murder took place,
her mother made ber fast in the house, and came-

on her with a knife to kill her: and she herself
was su filled with fear, and in such a passion, that
she' knew not what she did. Itappearsthat she and
her mother could not agree ; therefore, I asked
her why she did not leave her mother; to which
she answered, that she did, but that her mother
would fellow her and her husband wherever

they went, and seemed to say that they could
- not get clear of her. I told her to expeet noth-

mg but death, for I had seen her grave and grla.
lows, and the rope ready for her neck; all this's
she seemed to bear with the greatest fortitude:

1 'now left her, at her request, and had some con-
- wversation with the sheriff. ~ All things being in
_readmess, the prisoner came out dressed in a

s
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white robe, and being seated in a chair, a ser-

- mon was preached ; which being over, they pro-
- ceeded to the place of execution, about haif a

milg.  She walked the whole way with much
cheerfdlness. Coming to the gallows, I told
her if she had any thing to say, there would be

- time given her, and having mounted the cart,

N

and the time having nearly expired which was
to launch her soul into eternity, she stood trem-
bling an said, it is a hard thing for me to die,
but 1 must. 1 do not deserve to die; my moth-

er came anme with a knife to kill me, and Twas

so fraid and mad, that I did notknow what I did:
L hope all will take warning by me, and uot ket
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-'*thelr passion get the better of their judgment.
3he sufiered much, and was a long time a dy-
ing, owing to the rope being placed nearly un-
det her chin,  Thus ended the life of this Wo-
man, 4n the 23d year of her age. |
She said her husband was in bed and dld not
‘know of the murder till ‘it was committed, and

that he was very sorry for what had happened by

her, in the heat of passion. _
* % Itis butjustice due, and itis with plea-
sure we state, that the utmost attention and hu-

manity was paid to'the prisoner during her con- -

finement, by Mr. King, the keeper, whose
_T__,_Ildllﬁ'bb on the -occasion will long be remcm-
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