A FULL AND PARTICULAR ACCOUNT

OF THE TRIAL OF A.--i""’l_
FRANCISCO DOS SANTO, L
ALIAS, | >

FRANCISCO SON,
FOR THE MURDER OF ARCHIBALD GRAHAM,
AT A COURT OF OYER AND TERMINER,
Held in the City of New-York Jan. 9, 1806,
‘ WITH THE SENTENCE,
Pronounced against him by his Honcur the presiding Judge,
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10 awhich is added, a shaort account of his Life,
TOGETHER WITH HIS CONFESSION,
Taken in the presence of one of the Keepers; and also
his th;wiaur from the time of Condemnation, till

his exccution on the 28t March, 1806,
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TRIAL, &ec.

Court of Oyer & Termier..
New-York, January 9, 1806. |

The People of the State of New-Y;:;rlf’;,

VS,
Francisco Sown, a Portuguese.

On an indictment for the murder of Archibald
' Graham.

FPudblic Prosecutor, Mr. RixEer, Assistant At-

torney-General. Council for the Prisoner,
Mr. WasnincetroN MoRTON. '

MARGARET GrAHAM, daughter of the de-
ceased, beg sworn, deposed, That her
father was killed by being stabbed in the night
some time previous to the fourth-of July. She
had seen the prisoner atthe bar before that
time. He stopped her in the street four or five
nights before, a httle after dark, when she was
on her way home from market in company with
her father. He took hold of one of her arms,
- which she drew fr8m him. He againtook hold
of her, when her fatherdesired him to let her go;
which he refused to do, and uttering some ex-
pressions she did not understand, her father
struck him with his hand or fist, but struck him
only once, and he fell with the blow. Herose
up immediately, and declared in broken Eng-
lish, (as she understood him) that he would
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have revenge. This affray happened near her
father’s door, in an alley which leads from Bed-
low-street to her father’s house. She took her
father by the arm, and got him into the house ;
this she was induced to do from the violent ap-
pearance of the prisoner. What became of the
prisoner she does not know; she did not see
him again the same evening. She had never
spoken to him before, but she is certain the
prisoner at the bar is the person, because she
had irequently seen him going into the house
adjoining her father’s, and had often heard him
- talking there with his companions, but did not
understand their conversation, because they did
not speak Knglish. It was a moon-light night,
and she knew him from the recollection of his
person, and not by the sound ofhis voice.—The
next time she saw the prisgner was at the pol-
ice office, on his apprehension after her father’s
death. T'helast she saw of her father before he
was killed, was about twelve o’clock on the
same day at dinner. Her motherwas then out
of town, but returned about three o’clock in the
afternoon. Her father went to his labour about
two o’clock, which was the last she saw of him.
In an hour after her mother came home, the
witness went out cn a visit to Mr. Chadwick’s,
a rigeer; in Harman-street, a {ew doors from
Catharine-street, and returned when people came
and told her her father was killed. She went to
Mr. Chadwick’s partly to see his daughter, but
pringipally on an errand for her father, who was
~embarrassed in hiscircumstances, and her ob.-
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gect was to obtain money for him. Whensshe
returned her father was at Mr. Nugent’s;
dead. She had never, to the best of her recol-
lection, been in the same room with the prisoner
previous to this event.  On her cross examin-
ation, she says she is about fifteen years old ;
she lived with her father and mother before her
father’s death, and followed no particular occu-
pation. Whether prisoner lodged at Mr. Tul-
ly’s. or Mr. Nugent’s; she does not know,
otherwise than as she had heard Mr. T ully say.
At the house next door, a Mrs. Taylor’s, where
she had seen the prisoner, she has never been
herself. Her father had lived m the house he then

occupied about a month or six weeks, and does
not know who lived there before. Mrs. Tay-

lor’s was not a dancing house to her knowledge,
as she never had seen or heard of it.—Before
the time of the first afiray with her father, she
had never heard the prisoner speak English.
She cannot tell precisely what he said, aithough
her impression and understanding of it were that
he would be revenged, but she may have mis-
taken his declaration of, meaning. When she
had done her errand at Mr. Chadwick’s she
walked with two young ladies of her acquaint.
ance, who had deswed her to accompany them
a little way. 1'he name of one was Sally Slam ;
the other was named Catharine; but where
they then lived she does not know. She had
been acquainted with them about two menths,
but had never been much in their company.

She knows not to whose house in Catharing}
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street they went, being unacquainted with the
‘occupiers of it ; it was on the left hand side,
a few doors from Cherry Street.— They stayed
there about a quarter of an hour ; and saw the
woman of the house, her daughter, as she sup-
poses, the husband, and somme children whom
she did not know, or their names. She had seen
‘the young woman before, but never had spoken
to her, ‘I'hey neither ate nor drank any thing
in the house. She left there, with the two
young women, a little after eight o’clock, and
went to a house about the middle of Henry-
strect, occupied by Mrs. Benwood, where there
was fiddling and dancing. She knew some of
the girls she found there, but recollects only the
names of Sally Caswell and Betsey Waldrons
She was at this house when she heard of her
father’s death, and at this house she danced
that night. She has seen the wound of which
her i ther died. -

ANN Lubprow, sworn. She lived in Lom-
bard-street 1 June last, and did not know the
deceased, but had seen him going to and re-
turning from his work. Kunows the prisoner
at the bar, and saw lum for the first time two
days before Graham was killed.  On the night
of the murder the prisoner was 1 her house
between nine and ten o’clock ;3 he appeared,
bloody, had a wound ovcr the eye, and seemed
to have been hurt,  When he came in she ask-
ed him several questions, but he returned no
answer.  He was dressed in a white shirt, light
eolourcd walstcoat, bDiue Wrowsers, and Whiiﬁ
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handkerchief round his neck. He was in his
shirt sleeves. She saw a jack knife about him.
When Mr. Cassels came in, the prisoner said,
“ Now me go,” and took out his knife ; and as
he opened it he repeated, “ Now me go to my
lodgings ;” and added, m a broken language,
that he either had killed two men, or that he
would do it, she does not know which. Upon
this James Watson pushed him out of the door;
saying at the same time he hoped he did not
wish to do them any harm.—Immediately after
the door was shut, Mr. Casscls jumped out of
the window and followed the prisoner. In a-
bout five minutes after the prisoner went out of
the house, she heard the crv of ¢ Murder.”
Graham lived near the witness. She did not
see the prisoner at the bar atterwards until he
was apprehended. The prisoner appeared
frichtened when Cassels came mto the house,
~ The next morning another man shewed her a
wound, and said he had been stabbed the night
preceding. The prisoner had before called at
her door with a chair, and a woman who lived
up stairs went a riding with him i it, but she
thinks he did not come into the house either
when they went or returned. She is perfectly
certain that the prisoner is the person who came
into her house bloody on the night that Gra-
ham was killed. Cress examined. ‘Says she
is a-marricd woman, but that ber husband is at
sed, @ind she has not heard of him for upwards

i y@ar. She procures her livehthood by ta-

king In washing, sewing, and boarders. At this

——
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fime a rigeer and two sailors boarded with her,
and two women tenants occupled the upper
rooms. She has a father living at Middietown,
in the state of New-Jersey, named John Seely,
~who helps to support her. She had lived a
month or upwards in the house she now occu-
pies, when Graham was killed.  She had never
heard the prisoner say any thing cxceptas above
stated. The only reason she has for supposing
that the prisoner could speak or understand itn-
plish, 1s his having used the expression men-
tioned in the former part of herevidence. When
~she put the lint upon his head, he said nothing,
She took the more notice of his dress because
he was a stranger, and because bis handkerchief
and vest were bloody. Of the colour of his
pantaloons, she had no recollection.  Margaret
Graham, daughter of the dececased, had never
been in he;hlise at any time to her knowledge,
nor had thE™Watness ever been at Graham’s.
"The woman the prisoner went out riding with
was named Eliza Atherton. She is certain he
did not draw nor open his knife until Cassels

came n. . &< '
Joun BurcEir. (Coroner) sworn. About
ten o’clock in the evening that Graham was kil-
led, or perhaps a little after that hour, he was
called to view the body. It-was a pretty light
night.  He held an inquest over.the body the
next morning. The wound given to thede-
ceased was on the fore and imner part Oisth
thigh, inan oblique direction or nearly, ¢

L4

the thigh towards the groin, about three'quar-

=
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ters of an mch or an inch in length ; the depth
he did not ascertain.

Davip Hosack, (Physician) sworn. He
“deposes that the wound described by the Cor-
oner would be cither in the direction of the lar-
gest artery of the thigh, which comes from the
heart and is generally fatal, or in the dircction
of a branch of it. The main artery occupies
the front of the thigh, at the uppcer part, and
turns towards the opposite side as 1t approach-
es the knee. "L'he large artery being cut, a per-
son without aid would not probably survive
more than ten or fifteen minutes. It requires
surgical knowledge to be acquainted with the
position of those arteries, and the witness sup-
poses it could not be known by a common sai-
lor. | | | %

‘Joun BurcERr, re examined. He saw the
prisoner after he was apprehended; he had two
or three spots of blood upon his waistcoat :
his round blue waistcoat was considerably
bloody. 'The coat had been found at his lodg-
CIDEE _

-Peter Paviping, sworn,  He s watch-
man under Captain Peterson. When he heard
of the murder he went in search of the prison-
er on board a French schooner near Brooklyn,
but did not find him there. 'The witness re-
quested the officers of the schooner to secure
him if he should come on board ; and when
he (he witness) returned to the schooner, which
was about seven o’clock the next morning,
the prisoner was on board secured in rons.

B
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He had on a white shirt, white cravat, light
walstcoat, and was in his shirt sleeves. As they
were taking prisoner on. shore he muttered
something they did not understand. '
James CasseELs, sworn. He recollects the
night on which Graham was killed. Saw the
prisoner that evening, as he thinks, between
nine and ten o’clock, at the house of Mrs. Lud-
fow and gives the same description of his dress.
His face was considerably bloody ; he appeared
to have a wound over his eye, which Mrs. Lud-
low offered to dress, but he shook his head,
signifying that he declined 1t.  She then took
some fur from his hat, and put upon the wound.
The witness was on the stoop at the door, and
through the window saw the prisoner take a
knife out of his pocket and open it. It was a
common sharp pointed jack knife, witha blade
about five or six inches in length. When he
opened his knife he said, “ me stub,” or *“ me
-will stab two Americans.”- Of this declaration
he is perfectly confident. Mrs. Ludlow per.
suaded him to put the knife again m  his pock-
et, which he did, and said, *“ now me goto my
lodgings.”  As he was gomg towards the door,
Mrs. Ludlow pushed him out of the house ;
and taking the witness by the wrist, she pulled
him from the stoop into the house, shut the
door and bolted it. There was n the house a
young man, whose name the witness does not
recollect, who went with Mrs. Ludlow towards
the door, but he did not touch the prisoner, and
e could not have done so without the witness
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perceiving it—The witness soon afterwards
(say about six minutes) hearing the cry of
¢« Murder ! immediately jumped out bt
window ; and at the distanee of ten rods from
Mrs. Ludlow’s he found Mr. Graham standing
on the walk by Mr Nugent’s door, inclining
back in the arms of Mr. Tully who was sup-
porting him. '

[ The declarations of the deceased were here of-
" fered to be given in evidence, but were oljec-
ted to, because the wound not being necessarily

mortal, the deceased was not under the unpres-
sion of immediate death.] e

Ricuarp NuceEnTt, sworn. He deposes
that the deceased had been in his house ; that
a few minutes after he left it he returned
wounded, and said, * The Spuniard with a
white shirt on has stabbed me.” * The witness
or his wife asked where ? The deceased repii-
ed, “ In the alley.” ‘I'he witness went out
witha candle, and Graham attempted to follow
him, that he might point out the person and
place : but his strength failed him, although he
made the attempt with apparent strength, and
did not scem apprchensive of death.

The court admitted the declarations of the
deceased w1 evidence upon the authority of
Woodstock’s case; and, as the wound was mor-
tal, the party bleeding profusely, and death, ac-
cording to Doctor Hosack’s opinton mevituble)
It the jury to determine whether the party

P |
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was conscious of or apprehended approaching

dissolution. |

[N. B. The latter part of the testimony of Nugent came out
after the above decision ; and he further stated that he hiin-
seli did not suppose Graham was mortaily wounded, altho’
he found the blood gushing from his thigh. He believes Gra-
ham came to the door to shew him the man, as he found him
dying or dead at his door upon his return with the candles.—
Had seen the prisoner at the bar, and knew him. The pri-
sener boarded at M Tully’s who lived about forty feet frem
witnesses door,

James Cassers re-exemined. When he
came up to where Graham was supported by
Lully, on or, near Mr. Nugent’s stoop, some
one asked, ¢ Archy, who has stabbed you ?”
He answered, ¢ A Spaniard with a white shirt:”
and said he 1s gone, * there,” or* yonder.”
%oeinting m the direction of Mr. Tully’s house..

e then dropped ; and the witness supposcd

~he was dying at the time he mentioned who had
stabbed him and pointed towards Tully’s. It
was considerably dark that night ; but a candle
was held by Nugent at the distance of about
two or three feet, and the witness supposed the
countenance of the deceased hetrayed symp-
toms of approaching death. He had never
heard the prisoner speak except at Mrs, Lud-
low’s as he had before mentioned. :
- Samver Turry, sworn. He deposed that
the prisoner boarded at his house at the time
Graham was killed, and had done so from the
28th of May. 'The prisoner and some other
Portuguese had been drinking up stairs, and he
(the witness) came home about dusk m the eye-
ning, his wife told him soplc-of them were tip-

~sy. They came down stairs soon alter, say six



13
in number ; and the prisoner offered witness o
gold pigce to change. Whilst this was doing,
the others went out, and the prisoncr followed
them after he had received his change. He af-
terwards heard a noise up the street, and pre-
sently Francisco came in with another Portu-
guese who boarded with witness, and went up
~stairs.  The prisoner pulled off his short blue
coat and came down in his shirt sleeves, with
a whitish jacket. Francisco had on blue nan-
keen trowsers. The witness supposed it was
after nine o’clock-when he went out the second
time. The other Portuguese boarding with
him had on a blue nankeen coat, black waist-
coat, striped shirt, and blue nankeen trowsers.
“Witness was security for the prisoner that he
should go to sea. T'he last time he went out,
‘he was gone not to exceed halfan hour. When
be returned the witness was near the door, and
the prisoner came running as if in a great hurry,
-and said something about four o’clock, but wit-
ness does not recollect the precise words, nor
could he generally understand one fifth part of
what the prisoner said, he spoke Iinglish so
badly. Immediately upon Francisco’s coming
in he heard a noise in the street, and something
said about stabbing. He went to Nugent’s,
wherc he found Graham leaning against Nu-
oent’s door with both hands held to the wound,
Upon being asked what was the matter, the de-
ceased answered as before testified by Nugent
and Cassels, and pointed towards the door of
witiness.  He went to take hold of and support
£
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Graham, but he fell before witness could get
hold of him, and immediately expired. Wit
ness remamed by Mr. Nugent’s door, and
did not go home because he did not then sus-
pect Francisco Son of being the person, as he
‘had borne a good character in the house. When
the coroner came, he went with him and others,
into George-street, in search of the murderer.
He returned home with Mr. Nugent about ten
o’clock or a little after, to his own house. The
prisoner at the bar was not then in the house,

but had gone and left the blue jacket which he
had taken off, and upon which was some blood.

There was also left a woman’s pocket, bloedy.
They were both on or under the edge of the
bed where he usually slept. He left some other
clothes and his chest in the house. The wit-
ness went in search of him all night with the
coroner or some of the watch: and the next
morning, after eight o’clock, he was found on
board a French privateer schooner lying in the

stream near Brooklyn. It appeared to him as
if the prisoner’s whiskers had been shortened,
but is not positive on that point. When bring-

ing him ashore in the boat, the witness asked
him what he had been dommg? To which he
answered, ¢ Qui?” (Anglice Who ?) He did
not observe the prisoner to be bloody at either
of the times when he came into his house ; but
took no particular notice of him. When he
searched for Francisco, on his return to his own
house, Thomas, the other Portuguese, was
oone likewise. He further deposes, that there
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ts no other way of coming down stairs and gg-
ing out of doors but through the shop into the
street.  From the time Francisco and Thomas
came in together, witness was continually mn his
shop ; and therefore Thomas could not have
gone out, from the time he first came n until
I'rancisco returned a second time, without wit-
ness seeing him. He supposed Graham was
dying when he made the declaration mentioned
in the early part of his evidence.

Joseph Chadwick sworn. Says Graham’s
daughter had frequently been to his house be-
fore the accident, as stated in her own testimo-

ny, for the purpose of getting him to bail her
father, and to assist him in some difhculties.

'That he was an honest man. The general cha-
racter of Margaret Graham 1s not very good ;
as to her veracity, he could not say. Supposes
she 1s between 16 and 17 years of age.

Andrew Apple sworn. He recollects the night
Graham was killed. T'he prisoner came into
a dancing room at Mrs. Benwood’s (which was,
rather a bad house) and wished to be admitted
without the usual fee, which entitled the per-
son admitted to a glass of grog. The witneéss
who was door keeper, and the prisoner had a
quarrel ; the witness struck him over the eve
and knocked him down. The prisoner had on
a blue jacket ; and a person in the room, named
Butcher, was dressed like and very much re-
sembled him. Prisoner went to the door, and
wished the witness to come out, and soon after
returned with a wound or a stab in the hip ox
thigh. Miss Graham was not there at the time.
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Enoch Earle sworn. He went over to Brook-
Iyn in Allen’s boat, between five and six in the
morning after Gmham was killed. = When he

came to the terry stairs the boat was about 100
vards off. Wiiness hailed, and Mr. Allen re-

tirned with the boat.  The prisoner then stood
on the wharf, and offered motiey to put him on
board the French schooner, as the ferry boats
would not cross so early. Mr. Allen returned
to the dock, and upon entreaty took the prison-
er as well as the witness on board. ‘I'he priso-
nier was in his shirt sleeves, and bhad on blue
trowsers. He had a mark or bruise over his
eye, and some blood upon his jacket and shirt.

He was put on board the schooner. The tide
was running strong. He jumped on board the
schooner and the crew 1mmediately scized him.
‘T'he prisoner pomted to the schooner, on board
of which he wis! ed to go, so that they under-
stood him.  Witness did not hear the prisoner
a-k Mr. Allen to take him on board, nor sce
h:m olfer any compenbfzuon-—-but hcdrd Mr.
Allen say so. : -

Jacob Smith sworn.  He deposed that the
prisoner had a horse and chair of him the day
before the murder.  'L'hirce persons, one of
whom was the prisoner, came to him, and thc,
prisoner came and said, *“ Me black horse,’
~or words to that effect, and put up his hand to

his hair which was bhch, so th 1t the witness
understood him. The little he said was not very
plain. - This was the third tlme he had hired a

horsc of the witness.
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On the part of the defendant.

William French was sworn. His evidence
went to prove Mrs. Benwood’s a bad house,,
and Sally Slam a notorious prostitute ; but this
testimony was over ruled.

Joaguim Monteiro, Portuguese Vice Consul
sworn. He had known the prisoner for about
fourteen months, which is the time he had been
in this country ; he has behaved remarkably
well, and he cannot speak linghish. =

- William filey, on the part of the prosecution
was sworn. He reeollects the circumstance of
Mr. Graham?’s death; and saw Mr. Butcher
on the mght he was stabbed in the thigh. 'Fhe
prisoner was at Mrs. Bennwood’s en that even-
g as he believes, but says that he had long
hair. (Mr. Tully bemg called up and mterre-
gated, said, the prisoner then had long hair.)

Here the evidence on the part of the proseci.
tion, and that on behalf of the priconer, closed.
Mr. Washington Morton, as counsel for the
prisoner, commented on the testimony at con-

siderable length; and was replicd to by Mr.
Riker, the public presecutor.

. Fhe jury was then eharged by the Court;
and having withdrawn, in about half an hour re.
turned, and delivered'the verdict of Guilty,

DEearn.



THE SENTENCE.

ON Mounday, the 20th January, the Prisones
was brought tothe Bar, when the followmg ve-
ry elegant and mpressive SENTENCE was
passed upon him by his honor Judge Tome-
KINS = |

FRANCISCO SON,

YOU have been
found guilty, by the verdict of a jury, of the
crime of Murder. Upon adverting to the cir-
cumstances attending your trial, we can recol-
lect no occurrence of which you can reasonably
complain. - The jurors were ntelligent and re-
spectable men, judiciously selected by your
counsel : and the cause was patiently and fully
mvestigated before them.  Your defence was
conducted with ability and fidelity—No source
of vindication was left unexplored by your
counsel, and both the law and the facts were
commented upon in your favor with impres.-
sive cloquence. livery question of law, 1 re-
lation to the admission of evidence, or the
nature of your oflence, upon which the slight-
est doubt existed, was cautiously determi-
ned by the court in your favour; and altho’
the tsetimony agamst you consisted of circum-
stances, they were too violent and conclusive
to leave a reasonable doubt in the minds of the
court of the propriety of the verdict pronoun-
ced by the jury.

The punishment for murder is not left to the
disceretion of the court, but 1s fixed .by law.
The right of every community to punish with
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death the murder of any of its members, is not
only deducible from principles of naiural law,
but is sanctioned by Revelation—*‘¢ He that
sheddeth man’s blood, by man shall his blood
be shed.””—In conformity to this right, almost
all civilized societies have inflicted the punish-
ment of death for wilful and malicious homi-
cide. Ivery man, therefore, however ignorant
he may be of the local regulations of a foreign
community, must be acquainted with the na-
ture and consequences of this erime. Its ama-
zing depravity excludes the hope of reforma-
tion in the offender, and selt defence points out
to every well regulated community, the neces-

sity of cutting off from the power of future mis-
chief the perpetrator of so heinousa crime. Mun-

kind rise up in arms against that individual who
regardless of the lives of his fellow creatures,
imbrues his hands unlawfully in their blood.
The manner, by which you accomplished the
death of Archibal Graham, 1s extremely re-
pugnant to the sentiments and genius of the
citizens of this state ; and the perpetration of
the offence was attended with circumstances of
singular malevolence. Unfortunately, the blow
which you aimed with a deadly weapon, was
too well directed ata part of his body which
you must have known and intended to be in.
stantly fatal. The consideration that you have
hurried a fellow-creature unprepared to the tri-
bunal of his God, awakens reflections of a most
solemn nature.—Iven if he had injured you,
the laws, which protect a foreigner with ag
much scrupulousness as a citizen, would have
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afforded you ample redress. But he did noth-
ang which could justly excite the cruel malice
you have manifested, or which can palliate the
cnormity of your guilt. Sincerity forbids,
therefore, that we should infuse into your mind
a hope of escaping the awful punishment which
awaits you. * :
~ -In your deplorable situation, it behoves you,
and we most seriously recommend ‘and entrcat
vou-to employ the time which will be afforded,
in preparing, suitably, to meet your fate.—With
humility and zeal, with sincere repentance, and
by incessant and ardent supplications to the
Throne of Grace, implore forgiveness of your
sins. ~ Let not the load of guilt, with which
vou are depressed, create despondency or ‘dis-;
‘courage you from resorting to your only source
of conselation——reconciliation with God, and
pardon of your sins through the atoning blood
of a Blessed Redeemer. Althoughat his baryou
must appear crimsoned with blood, his abund-
ant mercy can wipe away the stain, and bless and
save your soul. The numerous promises, sand
benevolent solicitations to apply tohim, under
the pressure of affliction or guilt, which are dif-
fused throughout the sacred volume, cheer the
penitent sinner in his dying moments, and open
to his seul the beams of consolation ‘and happi-
ness. . - -
"That your may have the opportunity of con-
sulting'and advising with those whose religious
instructions, or kind offices, may be required,
every indulgence, consistent with your situation
shall be given.
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‘I'he judgment which the court are bound by
law to pronounce upon you, is,—1That you be
taken hence to the prison from which you last
came ; that you be confined there until the day
of your exccution, and that on Friday, the
twenty-cichth day of March next, you be tak-
en from thence to the place of execution, and
that there, between the hours of eleven o’clock
i the forencon and three o’clock in the after-
noon of the same day, vou be hanged by the
neck until you be dead !

And may God, whose tender mercies are
bountifully extended to all his creatures, abun-
dantly pardon and blessyvoursoul !

e

- Confession, &e.

Jlis Life, Confession and Behaviour from the time of his
‘ - Condemation till is Execution,
. FRANCISCO DOS SANTOS, or as he was com-
monly called in this country Frixcisco Son, was born
n the kingdom of Portugal, at the town of Leiria, neat
Oppor to, inthe year 1776 : From which it will appear,
that, at the time of his melanclioly exit, he had scarcely
attained the thirticth year of his age. His pavents,
though poor, maintained an honest and irreproachable
character, and with great care, traibed him up in the
practice of all the moral virtues. and in the principles of
the Roman religion, being that, which is established in
the country whercin he wus born.

At an’early period he entercd on a sea<faring life, and
<continued to foliow it, with little interruption, till within
@ short time of his perpetrating the dreadiul crime for



which he suffered. As the life of a common seaman af-
fords but few incidents worthy of notice, it cannot be ex-
pected, that we should have much to detall concerning
tiie unfortunate Francisco Son. It is, however, proper
to mention, that for several days previous to hiis execution,
when hismind was deeply impressed with the great truths
- of religion and the awful necessity of speedily appearing
before his Almighty Judge, in whose all secing eye, the
secrets of every heartlie open ; at a time, when it would
be uncharitable to suppose, that he could be guilty of tel-
ling a voluntary falschood, he positively and solemnly
averred, that, previous to his arrival in America, he bad
~ conducted himself, as a seaman, in a regular and exem-
plary manner, and that except the murder of the deceased
Archibald Graham, (which he acknowledged with many
tears) he had never cemmitted an act, which could sub-
ject him to the cognizance of human laws.  He bit-
terly lamented, that since he had come to this city, 1t had
been his misfortune to get acquainted with a number of
bad company, particularly lewd women, with whom, the’
formerly of sober habits, he had become greatly ad-
dicted to intemperance ; and to these causes, which alas,
have been the ruin of thousands, he Ina great mieasure
attributed the dreadful crime, which subjected him to
so shameful and 1enominious a death.

In the year 1804, when sailing (o this country from
Lisbon, in the ship Ceilao, Captain Francisco Antonio de
Farca, he with his companions, were in the most immi-
nent danger of loosing their lives, the vessel having sunk
in lat : 39. 35. long ¢ 71.25 W. of London. Upon this
occasion, every soul on board must have inevetably per-
ished, had not an American schooner hove in sight,
which took them off from the wreck and carried them 1nto
Nuntucket~—=Irom thence, the whole, orat least the grea-
test part ol the crew, and amongst the rest the unhappy
Francisco found their way to this city,and {rom hence he
sailed to different ports, till within a short ime of his com-
~miting the act, which brought him to ashameful death.
~_ He was a marvicid man, and his wife resides in Lisbon ;
but he has no children alive, He mentioned it as a re-



markable circumstance, that, on t'Ft:a.l*;iing feave of her the
last time, he felt a repugnance inquitting his native coun-
try, - which he had never expertenced upon any similap
occasion, and that he ceuld not help tclling her what ap-
peared so strongly impressed on his mind, viz. that he
had no hopes of seeing her again tll the day of Judg-
ment ; although at the same time, he was determined to
return, if God should be pleased to permit him, |

It was in the latter end of June last, that he stabbed
the deceased. To give an account, 1n this place, of the
circumstances which led to his discovery, would be un-
necessary, as they are sufficiently detuiled in bis trial.
On the 20th of January last he was brought to the
bar to reccive his sentence, which was pronounced
by the honorable Judge Tomkins iIn a manner that re-
flected the highest honor on his head and heart, as a
man, a judge and a christian. During the time employ-
edl in pronouncing it, the prisoner stood in silence, the
tears streaming down his face, and his eyes frequently
elevated to heaven, When the sentence was explained
to bim by’ the Portugese Consul, Mr. Monteiro, he ut-
tered a cry of agony and fell motionless on the floor.
IHe was then conveyed, by the attending ofticers, to the
place from whence he had been taken, viz, the county
prison. |

For the first three days after his condemnation, he la-
boured under great depression of spirits, refused all sug
tenance, and seemed disposed to starve himself to death.
He, however, gradually Wcame reconciled 0 )
tion, and allowed himself to be prevailed on to

sparingly. He at first, most probably from some hapes

which he might have entertuined of obtaining a pardon, =

strenuously denied his commission of the murder ;- al-
though he afterwards made a full and ample confession ;
but even to his last he denied baving stabbed the person
who recovered. Considerings that he was an illiterate
man, he possessed some tolerable talents in the art of

drawing, and, duiing the hrst part of his coniinement

is situa-
: receive
some provisions from the keeper’s table, of which, though
supplicd to him in abundance, he in general, eat very



3 worid.

Ve .:}f drawing va-
ilous figures on the wall, with red chaik. These are exe.
cuted in such a manner as to shew, that he-had a consudorp-
able genius in that line, He was almaost dally visited by a
clergyman of the Roman Churchy who with the most

render solicitude for his everlasting  welfare, administer-

ed to his distracted mind, the Lepign consolations oi the
Christian religion and thus reconciled hiim to his inevita-
ble fate ; and from this Pastor, he, on the day pwcu‘lms
‘his execution, received the Holy Sacrament.

As soon as he became seriousty alarmad at the dread-
ful nature of the offence, which he had commitied, in
hurrying a iclow-mortal unprepared before the, tibunal

of a just und holy God, he seemed ready to sink into dess

p.:ur 1'he gl‘lf}t’puﬂ nature of his crime swared him {ul
1 the face ; bas tears flowed 111»::esscmtlm and  bhis mind
was distracted by the most agonizing horror,  From this
terrible sityation, however, 1n which bhis feeble frame

could not long have supported him, he was, at last releiv-

el by a display of the mercies of his Creator, through the
merits ol a cruciiied Saviour.  From this source he now
- entertained hopes of Divine Forgiveness, end he graduul-
ly became tranguil and mmpms.,d Agreeably ta. the
ruies of the Chtirch, of which he had lived and died a
member, abslinence is enjoined, during the scason of
Lmt, and to this rule he adbered with the wmost scrupu-
During the last five or six days of his life
a totally. abstracted frowm all wordly codsidera-
31 e his whole ameto meditation and prayer,
pecasional conversation with his spiritual guide,
Ht: was ut last perfectly reconciled to his fate, and died in
Lapf,a of everlasting happmes:., and in peace with all sthe

May the awiul example, wh:ch we have this day wit-
nessed, be productive of the most salytary consequences
to the thoughtless ,the giddy, «nd the dissipated part of the
comnmunity, in texching them to avoid bad company par-
ticularly lewd and “inlamous women ; and to refrain from
those nocturnal scenes of reti and debauchery, which too
often ensnare unwary and umhmkmg youth ; and, s the
end, infallibly Jead 1o destruction,



