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banned by Nazis. He appears to have been a genuine anti-Nazi all
along, and his information is considered reliable.
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THE 3TORY 01' Tlr.:; G~l,.~i1l'j iQl;ISTS O~lJnc>LTION.

In a cbr.1ocr.:;.tic G01'l::£l1J.Y of thu future tho churcheo ...-11.11 onC0 r.;oru play nn
irr.portDl1t part.' Thoy ·.:ill bo in apes:' tion to point out that thoy ho..d to
suffer inju3tico c.n \":\'..111 en ill-tr~)c~u;~~nt w1clcr tho NationcJ. SOCin1i3t r:..::gir.;o.
:il'Iany ChristiLU1G Dru C11ti-N.:,zio, ]x~l.l:'tly f'roL~ a conviction of 1011[; st<lilcli.ng
nnd partly as c. r;;ou..l t of thu troG.u.~unt t1'.)t'.Jd out to thor.: by tho Third Reich.
ThejT nro nO"ll fichtill[j for 0. "Ch,rli:J tinn Decocr".cyll, for hU::i:111i~J, ')vo..c() and
tol'-:rnnco~

It doos not cor.:.o iii thin thu acopo of thin di:::Ci.130ion to ·.:w:u".:inu to \:ho.t
0xt:.mt hur.:.c.ni tarinn:'sr.~, tolorall.c0 L'J1d d·.)J:':ocratic thought ar0 th'..) outeoi:~~ of
Christianity r·Jpr..;::.;ontcd by th0 Church, x1c1 to ·...-ho.t extol1t, for imtcu'1co, tho
attitudQ of tho C~tholic Church, G~, in Schu3cru1i~g Auotria, in HunCary,
Slovakic.., ItcJ.y or Frc.,nco Spain, ';mo r·..)o.1ly J:")Docra.tia~ Nor \".'1.11 I [;0 in
cl.;ta.il into th~ D.tti tude of nn o;d'Jnsivo 30ction of tho ChlU'ch tCJI.rarcl National
Soci<D.isl::' up to about tho end of 1933. It in, arwho'\l, of no ir.:portaneo in this
conn\.lction ilh\.lr-: t:lO line ;:;hould ba clra.';m b·.J't.:.Jon the ch0ck ir.:'-.Q03ecl by Kational
Socinli::;r.: on ·.J::c~8::Jivo clOr.~a:1d3 r.:c.uo by the Churoh8s and tho 3tnrt of the terror
ElGain3t thOl~•. 1.11 I n·.:;od to Gay h ,ru ::"u that tho Chr::"3tinn organisD.tiol1o nro
uil1ing to 3Goiot L1 the; rocOl:'3truct::"o.1 01-' e. GoruD.l1 d~J~ocrncy [.nd L~U::Jt thoro­
foro b'J ·,':clcor.:·.)(l 0.8 0.11i·.JS il; th'..) tMk of era.dicating NatioDcl SocialioD.

It GtribJs oau, hO\'.~..)v'.)r, that \fhon tho i('..o.:'.lLJ~~icD.l Ol:,r;a.nisationo, p .Jr::wcutod
by tho Third Reich ,1.1'(; unur.~:JrLl.tod, only tho C h r i :J tic.. n Churchoo tJ1d G8CtO
cr'J J~..)ntion·Jd, and it io th()y \7ho era n0~: clair..ins tho,.:; ri[jht of cultura.1 political
loadership•. Their r,)pr~3011tc..tivo::: GO 30 f::\r [,,8 to ;:~o.lC0 ovorturJ3 to tho Lib:..::rnl
Donocrat03 and Socio.1iu t::>, CVOl~ tho 1.:'08 t rLLclicnl onc::; al.~on.:.:; tho!".:., Md to D.S3 uro
thCI~ thc.t, i a political end 30cio.l r'.J3p'.:;ct thoy ........oulcl '.ii.llingly colla.borat'J
wi th thOl::, but ',:ould n::Jk to b.J luft in chm'E;o of culturaJ. 8i'fairG. S020 :.,'Von
[,0 ::;0 far az to ;:my t11O.t only Christianity 3hould b:.:: allO'.:'Ju to lo'l"jvnil in
Gon'o:any, c..3 t..'V~rythin:,~ none-{;hriotiDl1 '.7as Nuti0l1a1 Sociali3t. Th.Jr:'::.:Lr0 1.~any

sien3 that point ir~ th'.J clir'Jction that 8uch an Cl.:~l'~osivu outlook, if 3uccoo3ful,
'would in futlU~') hav',:; Ul1plcD.3nnt prc..ctical con3vqucnco3 M far no fro'..) thought,
and fr~).;Jdor. of 3cLmc,) and cultura orc; cOl1c.Jrnxl. I hay J alrondy b',~"::l: tolcl by
0. convinc'Jd ChriGtiall that ()v~rythin.c no,1-Ghri3tinn 1:D.3 done for. '\-,rho~vGr i::;
not a conf'.)ssinc; Chriotin.l.1 in the Gurl.:'D..iW to cor.:.·..; ,:ill llrove thor:.::by thnt Gor.~0thing

of thu 1"azi G11iri t h:::.o aclh0red to hire, and D.3 ,::v·.Jryboc.ly kno-:.n, tho W:,zi:.; ·(iJr..)
[,oing to b'J orc..clico.t8d. Th2.t ClJ\yhm: one of th·..) Ca.U0.13 of this .:ru:- ,,~ to be
ascribed to th:) ,10n-coni' ..;33ion~11 upbril1[,:inS of GOrl~Q.l youth ('lJhcr·.)[\.3 the corruption
of pert of G'.Jrr.:.a.i youth i:J in r·.;;n.li t37 duo to tho to::~Chi::1,,";3 wh:"ch the National
Soeiali;:;ts sub;:;titut~d for ChriGtiru1i 'bJ a.nc.1 fr·.::e-thidci:1~ hLeD.ni3J::). ~hio forr.:
of into''",oranco, by thu \;'a..y, i:::; boillf:; pr.Ja.ch·J(L by thooe v·:rrJ. Christin.no c.nd parnol13
':rho ir~ 19.33 publicly pro~lounc..;u -chio ,tbJ..~e~t: '}hoev()r did not iL~.:0cliatoJs' join
th'.) Church ,,['.G provin0 that 11'..) \".-a3 not 0. Na.tiol1;:J. Socinlist D.J.1U thor·..::fol"'') ~,-"-1

onUJ:ly of thu StntL;. I r:,u;:;t L:.untioll, hm:()v·.Jr, that ,10t £'.11 Chri3tiauG ,:...::r..: nuch
opportuniGt;;;.

In the fc,c:) of tlu::;..; v=:clu3iv0 culturo.1 der.:c..ndo r.::.d(,; by the Church it r..U3t
b(.) point.::d out thc,t tho Fr.JoL:.n.GonG I Lodg:..JG <md Frce-thi:i1Jd.l~ Orc;c.ni3:ltiollG had
to lJ..'r).d..)rgo D. f'nr \iors·.) torror. The Church,;;:;, ",.ft·..::r ['.11, GUl'Viv'Jd, C011duct'.)(,
their scrviC03, could tca.ch youth. Tho fait11ful oould visit their plncoG of
_o:oNhip ~\l1d buy books cl'..lalin[; I".-:i. th thoir id'Jologion. It i3 true, :.;or.;o of thair
oreanis 2.tiono '.i'..)ro prohibitjd, r'JligioW3 Ordors liO:C..; harr.cd, lioli tical activi tieG
forbidd'.)~l ::U1d tho Chriotinn PrC3G controll.Jd in that respect. In 3000 cas03,
too~ pri03ts Yf'Jru pers.Jcubd. But Ylhat happenod to Frao-r.:'D..sono, Fr·.Jo-Think~r3,

and Non-conf'oGsionD.l3? Their or;:;anisn.tions \['Jr,.:: utterly prohibitucl~ their
luador3 ·\i·..)r0 p.::r3:.Jcut:.::d, t1Lir fUllllG in l::ont CI'..:JJS confisc~....tod, thj3' ·,.1Jr.J robb8d
of 'v'V'J'F:J ChC:U1CO of sotting into print or of holdil10 aG3eI.:.bli8s. Fr-:e-L:'..".3om
could not bo civil oorval t3.

contcl. •
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In tho follm-ang pag~s I vdll Siv~ a short account of tho f~to of r.~r01y

a SJ'ta.l1 svction of tho GOrl::an Froo-Thinkil1G r..ovor.~cnt) I I:l'.)an tho G'~rr:1a.l1. lvionist
Organisation iihich Yio.:J founel0d in 1905 nt thJ sUljCJstion of Prof. ::';rnst Haock01
of J'Jna, ~U1d bocru::o th0 nuclouo of T.1any subsoquent foundationn Dr.1one tho poop10•
.Ar.1ong tho spiritual forofathors of th0 pruGont-dc.y GorD.an Uonist OrGanisation
vror0 Spinozo., Hur.:o, Locka, th0 Fronch oi.lCyclopn·..Jdists, Cor..to, Fouurbach,
D~'an, Ni0tzsche, Ho~:~oltz, m1el Hnockol.

Thc GOrJ::an Monists Vi'Jr'J the only fruo-thinkinS cOJ:-:r.:uni ty '\,hich kapt its
ovm poriodical going for 6 ycars oftur 19.33. All oth0r orgc.nioc.tions TTor0
cor.:plotoly paro.lyzoel aft~r their prohibition by N~tional Socio..li&l, b~caus'.)

their r.:oJ::bers soon lost touch va th ono anoth0r oilin8 to the lack of 0. Pr0:33
organ. GO'Jring' G ragings finally crushed tho 10.0 t rOJ::nining fr'J'J-thill.kil13
poriodicals distributod all ovor the Reich in 1934. Only locally did one or
two sr..all pap'Jrs still continuo to b0 publishod, for ill.Stancu the perioclical
"Froio Roligion", in l~ninz which, hmrov'..lr, did not do jU3ticQ to tho broader
conception of Fre~ Thoueh.t. In Borlin '']:thische Kultur" h'Jld ito O\!ll. for a
short t:iJ::o. Ono gront orgo.nisntion re8o.ined, thoush: Tho Union of Frau
Thought and Cror..ation. It YlD.S taken over by the National Socialists and. turned
into tho ''Creator GoJ:"r.'.an. Union for Cror,:ntion" '''Grossdeutschu F0uorbestnttung:3­
vorein") This union had nothing to do vii th Froo Thought.

Tho p-.;riodieal of tho GOI'f.l8.n Monisto organisation uaG tho "Monistischo
Monatshoft (bionist:'-c Monthly Roviov) v.11ich changed its nru::e in January 1932
to "Die St:i.r.D;:o der Vernunft" (The Voico of ROMon), at tho SnT.:O t:iJ::o putting
increased stress on hunnnitarinn, CosT:'.opolitan and pacifist thoUljht in vi~!

of th0 srovling threat of Fascisr.l and :v.rili tnri3J::. Tho Monists organisation
had no part.v-poli tical t0ndoncies. I ts j::'J]"~b0rG w0r..J, I'a thout 0Xcoption,
d0Coerat3 or social-d~oerats. Pm'ty-poli tical nctivi tius l,-ur..J l'..Jft to
individuals and Vi'..JriJ not a concern of thu orco..nisQtion. Tho GOrJ:1nn Monists
organisation~ vihoGOi::Jl::b0rs vroro r.:ostly univor3i ty [r,rn.duatos, r.:l..lro~ o.ir..ad at
prO\Tidine tho scholary oquipL'.'Jnt for a prncticnl poli tieo.l fight, whilst taking
up a culturo.l non-political lino v,~ thout takinG up a d..ldcbd ota.nd for My one
party of th0 eontro or thu 10ft. Tho folla"i,'il~ nrc th'J 'Ilell-1ol.ovm llLll:lOO oonnected
for sa::e tllJO and also nore rucontly v~th thG Gc~nn Moniat3 organisation:
HOrJ:'D.n.' SudGrr.:onn, Prof. Unna (Hcu:,burg). Prof. Ir.:l!::nnu'Jl Horrr.:....'Ull1 (Stutteart) 1

Prof. Robert Roir.onn (Leipzig), ~illl.o~J Boolscho (Sehroib0rhau), Prof.Friedrich
Jodl; Pfarrer AUljust Kalthoff (Martini Church, BroGon), Prof. Thoodor Harty~g

(Praguo Prof. 17ilhem Os trtald, Prof. AugU3t Forol (Yvorn0, Si'a tzorland ) ,P-.c'of.
Felix Linko (J0no.) Prof. Hoinrich Scru~idt (Jonn) Prof. ;i.H. BaoGe (Jonn.),Prof.
Arnold Dodol, Hurbort Eul0nborg (Knisorsworth), Dr. Gruf lu.~co (Borlin), Dr. Rudolf
GoldBchoid (Vionnn),Dr. Max Dori (Berlin).

Shortly o.fter Hitlor took avor pm-lOr the GerGan l,fonisto ~:r8ani:3~tion: and
its organ liTho. Veiee of Reason" vloro bannod. 1tlany of i tG r.:ur.:bers V/or0 orpo3tod,
or..igratod or lost thoir posts nnd nenns of living. J.tt0r.:pts failod to k00p tho
Monists Organisation::; going locally. Only Colo~1.0 'r,: U' SUCCOSG:-:'vJ.. Th0
Pr0sid0nt thore, Dr. Paul WolGki (LuvurkuGen), rocistorvd tho locnl Monists group
and tho authorities n0ver noticed it. Dr. Raabe, th0 Preniclont of tho local
group Jona aloo fo.i10d to di:3001v0 lUs group, but -Gho police intorf'Jr0d and
confiscatod all tho proporty of tho Jona organioation. Prof. Heinrich Seru::idt,
tho DirQctor of tho Brn::;t Hao9kel JUrchivo of thQ univursity and ono of tho
leadinc personali ti'JS in thu Gorn:an Monists organisation did not colaborate in
tho continuation of th~ J0na 10cnl group as ho had rJalis~d froT:'. th0 vury start
hml ir.:possiblo it uOLud be to carryon in tho olel spirit undor the Third Reich
and to eo-ordinatu it. It vas on his initiativo that n~1orous 10cQ1 eroups
cloSQd dovm on thuir olm nCCOllil.t soon nftor tho oe~zure of p0\7or by tho National
Socialish.

Only tv/O possibili tios no\'l ror,~ained for the nor..bera of tho Ionists OrGani­
sation: Ono 'iras to rVGign, to givo ilay to forco and to rotire cor.p10toly froJ::
all free-thinking activities, in other words to oxtinguish tho laGt livJ apnrk
of freo thought, uvon though it happonod undor tho force of circu:~tancus. That
VIM one way of looking at it. Tho othor sido argued that on all accounts nn

contd•••'



o.ttenpt :Jhould be r.~o.de to ca.rry on tho l.Ionists Organisation and its D0riodical
in sone fon~ or othor. This TIas pnrticula.rly Prof. Scm~iatts point of vioTI.

I TIo.s Q student at Jono. at thnt tiL:e illld support~d this idea. Aftur n
discussion ....d. th on old LJn.guo Msocic.te and oftor Yiinning ov'Jr for' our plan
tho printer albert BQsanor of Drosd:.m, rN doeidod to publish 0. !l'JYi poriodicnl
undor a now nnr::o ....i thout l~ontion of tho \;ord IIMonists Oqpnisa.tion ll

....:hich
. TIas taboo. It i[[1.S, of cours'.), ir.:possibl~ to find 0. pUblishlJr no tha printor'

Bossner hud to do tho publishina as rroll. Albort Bansner ~a3 a I'olio.blo can
...-rho had, for 0. short tir.:0, b'Jen an i11l::0.to of D. Gcs tapa prison for publishina
anti-fascist li torature. In spite of n'.)\1 do.ncors Bossnur undertook to l)rint
tho norl pJriodical l,-i th 0.11 tho risks involvcd. Those of tho old Gcrr.:an
Monists r/ho still rJcoinod, "IIho had not or..icrated, boon arrested or silenced
agruod in part to cdlaborato. M~r rofuGJd to do so and ovon to take in tho
periodica.l as, living M thoy iiore in croat poverty, they fenrod cl03~r

aquo.into.nce \Ii th thu Gesta.po, or if they still r'JI:'.aiIY.Jd in thoir old occupation
did not vidh to risk it. Othe:B had been forbiddon to v,rri to.

Tho nou pap'Jr callcd itself tlNo.tur und Gcist" (Nature and. Spirit).
Prof. Hcinrich Scl]Cidt co.lled hir.~elf the publisher o.nd chiuf editor, and.
"VorlaGsj3oceinschnft Natur und Geist" 'o:lo.S givon no thc publishing house.
This IIVerlagsgul.:uim.whaft ll (PUblishing Cor.:pQ.lW) VIas supposod to be a continu­
ation of the Gon.~ Monists Organination in disguiso. ~ery subscribor to
"Natur und Geist" \fas a conbor of tho publishing C01.:pany. Rogular coatings
wor'..: hold o.t 'Ii/hich l.:~bor3 vror'J e::rpocted to discuss tho tr;:Jnd of tho paper
and fix r.;gulations. In this yrny, it 11M hopod that tho rOf.lcins of tho
orgoo1iso.tion TIould be kept lossoly bOlUld teGothor in ~~cctation of tho day
TIhon National Socio.lisl.: ~ould collapso. Soon, horNvur, thQ police Got ~~nd.

of this n',3\"1 foundation and aftur a flJw 1'l'Joks only the cor.:pany ili th its statutes
and nootincs TIo.S prohibitod. Th0 poriodical TIo.s o.ble to carry on and the
nal':'1J "V'Jrlo.gsgon0inschaft Natur und Guist" r~ained though it only cor.:pris'..ld
tho rn~a1l circlo of oditors.

Tho first nur.:b'Jr of "Natur und Goist" apponrud in July 1933. i11l discussions
on sociologicD.1, politico.l ill1d pacifist topics had to be discardod and TIe h~d.

to lir.i t oursolvuG to subJ~cts denling puroly 'in th naturD.1 history and idoo10gi oal
nattorst' In tho first nur.:bors 1'/e quotod Rudolf Virschorr on Libarty in Scionce
in tho "N.01'1 N.ational Life" of Gurr.lnrJy (aftor 1871), o.nd Friodrich SchilloI' on
"Liborty and Bonds". This \ro.S a broad hint to tho Third Reich nonning to dew
that Liborty and NationD.1 State aro not noccssari~ a contradiction in torl~.

Ylhonovor Hitlor or von Po.pon hold uno of thoir "poaco talks (speoches?) these
weru contioned in the puriodical. It TID,S lcft to tho discretion of the readur
to look upon it as sarcasc or not. ka cuch as '\iIO could rfa not our arm cultural
standards by quoting SCf.~o National Sooialist uttcranco. For instanco, wo
praisod tho decroo that no child should be forced. to rocoivo roli~ous instructions
at school ydthout tho consent of its paronta, or tha lo.vro for tho storilization
of porsona afflicted. TIith sorious horeditary disoases (TIhich have existed for
:Aone tir..e in s~o sto.tos in tho USA). The result of this oocassional
apparcntly pro...Nazi loaninG 'ims, tho.t aftor SOl:lO initia.l difficultics with the
Nazi authoritios and cross-cxa.r.~nations of tho printor Albert ~essncrJ it rres
possiblo all tho sru~o to convinco official quartors to a corta.in axtont of tho
hnrnlossnoss of our paper though thoir suspicion nevor quito 10ft then. An
er..igru papQr n.ttackod Prof. Schl:lidt on o.ccount c,f this: HIJ odits tho papor
"on cor.:plctcly fo.scist lincs". Wo l:":'Jroly po.ssod the nattQr ovor, knovr.i.ng hov;
oasy it \'/as for an OI:'igro, far ror..oved frOl~ tho cudgel of tho Third Roich, to
critisc fran tho safa distanco. Things v/Oro Dora difficult in GeI'I:lOl\Y and Prof.
Schr'..idt showed a groat sonso of rosponsibility in kOvping allvo an orgDn for
Froo Thinkors agn.inst tho tino of reconstruction aftar Hitlers fall, inspito of
prossuro fror.: o.bovo and. pro-Church tendencics still displewod by the Nazis o.t
that tino.

The Swiss dCDocratic po.por "DeI' Freidonkor" (Tho Frce"'Thinkor), on tho
occa,oion of SchI:'.idtts doath in May 1935, pro-d r.:ost 1'1011 doservod tributo to
his truo polltical atti tude (ho YfaS, by tho wo.y, a nenber of tho SPD) and his
strugglo undoI' Nationo.l Socialist rule. The author had spoken to hir.: just beforo
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his death. It VfUS not on~ political, but D.130 financic.J. premmr~ uhich wus
hard to bear and Prof. Schr.ri.dt ho.d to c.nku r.0IliY sacrificus. Tho paper nevor
nade 0IrJ profits" on the controry both editos and contributors v/ho r.lost~ got
no fees, hud to subsidiso it. Largo-scule udvertising vus not possible for
financio.l reasons' and r..ight o.1so have druvm undesirable ruuclers frOC'. thu
Nn.tionol Soeialist ranks. During thesu years our only nOYI subscribors Vloro
Jaws vrho vrurn not alwo;y's in agrocr.~ent with our outlook, but Vlore glad to find D.

natural-p:b.ilooophy periodico.l of n. hiGh standard i7hich did not givu vont to
anti-sor..itio utturancus.

Host of the oontributors of "Natur und Goist" y,rcro r.cr.bfJrs of tho Gernon
Monists Ot"Cnnisn.tion or of othor loa£;uJs of J!~eQ-Thinkor3. SOI::e of thot~ vrrote
under a l!or.~ du pluno for reason::3 of personlll safety. Dr. Max Sebor bccar.:o Dr.
sturr.:; Dr. GuorG Krar.~er wo.s Georg Mnrrok; Prof. H.H. Baege turnud into Max Guobo
and Prof. Folix Linke G.F.Lonsa.

"No.tur und Geist V{u3, of coursu, bound hand and foot in a spiri tuD.1 sense.
As I alr·Jn.d;y' nuntionod political nutturs could not bo disCU3Gcd. 170 \rere unablo
to dofend the Joy;j.sh philosph..:r Sl)inoza vho lTas being dofiled fror.: all sidus.
1fa had to look on in silonce whilst Nietzsche was deliberate~ turned into un
apostle. of 1ilitnrisr. and Dictatorship. 'When certain pooplo in tho NSDAP
doclared Ernst Huockcl to be a precursor of Nation~~ Socialisr. wu ,Nro asked
to voice our ucrJer.:ont. Wo did this in a rather short and feeble Danner,
r..uroly in the forr.: of a r'JVicrl vithout expressing a point of vimr, b~t wo could
fror. then on take :9laD.3urt.) in rufarring to the "National Socialist" Haackul
rmcnavur tho Statu Police cor.~o to make investigations. "lie also had to i'latch
helplessly tho..; way n0Y1 booko coupled tho National Socialist rD.cio.l thoories
vri th tho sciuntific ·thoory of th'J origin of tho sp'Jcies" thus ,mdorring it"
in the eyuG of ill10uspccting roadors, vrith 0. scicntific venoor. We also had to
be vory cnroful in thQ uso of tho vTord "D.theisr.:lI • This wns ra.nkod '\,{ith Morxim-.:
in tho Third Reich, tho Fuehror of which had, D.ftor all" boon sont by God hD~solf.

otto Knopf" Prof. of l.ntronol::Y in Jellu, had sor::o lll1fortunato experiences in this
h~3pect. In his book lIChristentUl~ odar Wissonschaft" (Christic..ni ty or Science?)
roferred. to tho Fuahror Adolf Hitler" ~ho 1'D.3 30 gront that ho could r.:anD.ge
,~"i thout God's h·.:llp. Thoruupon thu book YTns prohibited.

Our rl..}lo.tionsh::'p with the lIDeutsche Glaubensbawogung"(Gorr::an Fui th Nfovol:1ent)
and its rolatod groups ~us not an ousy ono. This r.ovanont originated in part
fror.: 3r..o.ll no.tionulistic froe-thinking r;roups, nnd in part frOD extror.~o right-vring
cricles adhoring to u ror.n.ntic-nordic Protestantisn. National Socialists joined
their ranlcs, Thu Gerr.1D.n FIlith Hov..Jc'Jnt, IIhich i7US n.nti-Christin.n, Mti-Froe­
r.nsonry" bolioved in God but was founded on nordic-cysticD.l ideas in cocploto
accord r:i th tho NSDJ.P, its Chauvinior.: and ito o..nti-Seci tic tendencies, and lutor
on recoived 0. certcin ~ount of support frOl~ the SSe (Seo, for instance, the
Weekly" "Nordlond l1

). Tho Ger'l.~ FD.ith lI'lov-Jr.:ent hud riothing in cor.1r.lon with the
groat liboral and .Iarxist-Froe-1'hinking organisations and Fruur.ason Lodges ond
nono of itG cocbors belonged to those organisations iihich were prohi~itod in
1933. The Foith ilIovrJI::ent (V/oelcly t1Durchbruchtl) D.dvOCD.tod loavinr; tho Church.
This Tias uGually dono for political n.nd anti-SOI::i tic reasons (Hauor: "Christianity
in GerDOIliY oto.nda an<1 falls vri th tho quostion as to vrhoth'Jr Christ liM a JerI.")
In conparison vii th tho old Frou-Thinking Mavonent torrards leuving tho Church
tho National ~ocialist variety was of little ll~portE~co" oo1d nUl~orically tho
Gorr..a.n FIli th Movenent i"faS 'ileok cor.:pared vii th thu groat frae-thinking croups
uxisting duril1~ tho years boforo 1933. It vfent ovun furth:.Jr dovm-hill v/hon
~uarrols and intornal splits sot in. (Ono of its co-founders Prof. Hauer,
Tuobingen" and Graf R'Jventlow loft it. ThQ forl~ur published tho I:".onthly journo.l
"Deutscher Glaube"" thu lutter tho "Reichsvrurt ll ) As tho NSDAP clainod in 1937
tho oxclU3ivu riGht to 1.lle tho ....'ord Bev.'JBLlIlC (r.ovcnQnt)" the Gernon Fro. th
Mover.ont WD.S ro-christien..:d "Kar::pfrin~ Deutsoher G1D.ubo". Its Yleekly becone
"Sigruno". i:"pD.rt froe this thoru axis twd nur.~erou:::; othor sr::a.1l groupG belonging
to tho Nordic Foith :Uovcr.ent i/ho all clo.i.r.led thE'.t thoir blood n.nd ruco-doctrinr')G
~orJ tho only onos uhich could brinG so.lvD.tion.

It "ias thon hinted to us that we should take up a pOGi tivu D.tti tude tOirnrds
these roligious tendonciJo. Vio did it vo~ Guardodly, usuo.lly Darely Giving
an n.ccount of their uctivi ti·Js. Lator on vl'J droppod it 0.1togl)thor and took 110
~oro notice of ther.. For tho Fn.ith }10vOl~ont cade DOl'O o..nd COl'O rndica1 and
torroristic dOI:~an<1n. ThOl.:~h cor.~pl(Jtoly nueo.tivo in its outlook, . it becru:~e

contd....
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pOGi tive Dnd nYGticnl in .fn.ctur,l r.1n.tters ond. Y:orahippcd prir.ntivo Gen::nn:isr.,
as it son it, at tho Gru::e ti1:-.e sinking to Dl1 ever lemur level. The declino
Ylont on rn.pic1ly Md it· only GuccelJded in influencing n. very sen.ll fraction
of tho Geman non-ChriGtians. 11enb0rs becar.:e fever ~d fl.:riror and the D.oveD.ent
vlCnt to pieces, in no &:D.11 r.:on..:mros ovling to i tG noisy and. dill:agogic prcpa­
goo1dn. ~hich people got tired. of. Tho only group ,/hich r~cnined in existence
Dnd lIaG fn.irly Gtrong was "DeutGche Goott~rkenntnis" (ICno\llodeo of GeI'f-1an Gods)
which ralliod nround Lud.onclorff's puriodicn.l 1liIU hoili[;on Quell Deutscher Kraf't"
(Round the Sn.cred Fount of Gomon strength.) This novcnent chiefly lives for
the r-llrposo of fiGhting the bogoy of "cosDopolitical p0\7urs". Je,lS, Free­
1:1D.30n3, Fr00-Thinkors, Danocrats, Mn.rxisi ts, ChristiDnG, Md particuln.rly
Co.tholic3 belonr,od to this novenant.

Of courGO it ~~s quito iopoSGiblo for us to colaborn.te vlith such nordic
heroos. I nust, hOY/ovor, nontion ~ c'3rtnin Gciuntific novor.1ent which \'>e bet rien­
c1ed consid'.1rn.bl y, under Dr. Bnegc t s o.s well M r::y influonce: This VrD.3 the
positivisn of tho "Viennn Circle" '/hich bnsod i tG ideas on thosc of Ernst :Mo.ch
and Albert Einst0in. Scholars like Joergen Joergonsen, von Mises, Rudolf
Carnap (USA), Ho.ns Rdichenbn.ch (St~bu1), 1aels Bohr (Srreden) Philip Frank
(Prnguc), i\Ioritz Schlick (Viennn) belonged to this circle. Hith the Dotto
"Uni ty in Science" its conception of science Y/US el:prical. It yms very
internntionnl, Dnd though unpoliticnl, dofinite~ damocro.tic. (In Englond
tho nost widaly-knO\ffi Positivist is tho philosphcr and physicist Prof.
Bertrnncl Russoll. H.H. (?H.G.) Yfells b o.1so vcry nuch inclin0d to';;nrc1B
posi tivisne The Veinnn. Circle published the journal '']rkenntnis" with the
sub-title "Annals of Philosophy" through tho Publishing House of Felix Meiner,
Leipzig in Gemnny which never pernittod itaelf to be coordinntod. The 3~e

fim published books on subjects of Dod.orn n.tamic science, philesophic logistic,
and litercry criticisn. The publishing house Juliu3 Springer in Berlin published
a whole s.1ries of positivistic books don.ling ,lith overy scientifio problcn
including socioloGY nnd uthics. Aftor tho Ql1noxntion of Austrio. by Hitler the
Vicnn~ Circle vn.s prohibited n.s it vns suspocted of cosnopolitic~l und denocrntie
tondcncioG. Yfith their sober und 3trietly enpirical viu,!3 the Positivists Vloro
very ~vorGe to thc un3ciontific und p.:ystical rn.cio.l theorios of tho NSDAP.
Furthomore Jo\"{3 bolonged to the Vienn~ Circle (Hnnn Rcichenbnch VIM one of then)
"Die Erkenntnis" still appearod abrond. The publishers Stockun & Zoon in Hollnnd
brought out u series of positivistic books in vnrious languages under the
heading "Unified Scionce Book Series". The first volue (1939) VIM called the
"Kleino Lehrbuch dos positivisnus" (Snall Manual on Positivisn) by Richard von
Mises, y,rhiOl1 VIM suppressed in GeI'f-lnl1iY Dl1d on~ tinde availo.ble to BlJOcinliet ..
scientis ts.

Fron 1937 onwards VIe lil:ti. ted our YlOrk noro Dnd nore to J:'.attors of pure
scionce. Grn.dually I gave up thc culturaJ. struggle which had been nostly direeted
ngainst the totn.1itnrinn cl~2 of tho Catholic Church. Nntionn.1 Sociali~ vms
becor.ri.ng nore Dnd nore the doclared ener.:y of the Churches, not so nuch fron
reasons of cultural und scientific onlightr-~nt, but rather to enablo it to
enforce its nordic blood-phontnsies ':rarlike education. Thoy er:rploycd nothods
agninst Christiru1ity which were terroristic o.n~ despicable ane nocked liberty
and hunani ty. It vrn.s i1!lpos3iblo for us to identify ourselvos 'wi th this sort
of thing, nuch as we should have wolcoDed it in tho old dny3 that, for instance,
religion was no longer t~ught in schools, cocpulsor,y religious so~iecs in
schools \Jaro nbolished, as ,roll ns tho bun inposod by certain professions on
non-Christinns, also thQt Sclloolbooks don.1t vdth the subjcct of the origin of
tho spocies.

Round tho r.nddle of 1938 I drOH up n progran in a special nunber of ''Natur
und Geist" w1der the title "Whnt ue 'Are .Ai.r:'.ing At". Althoueh it was very
carcfully expressod - though directed n.gninst the Myths of Alfred Rosenberg-
VlG received on official ropriDand. But 'I'YO wore once r.1oru lucky and the poriodicaJ.
was alloY/cd to cnrry on. Here nre SODe sentonces fron the progran yrhich were
objected to: "A r0£l.Soning r.lrol of the present dny "d.ll not allow his thoughts
nnd nctions to be guided by••• sp'.Jculn.tive fables. Ho is no longer satisfiod
wi th tho nncient or nodern r'.yths ,rhich•••• notaphysicsits spun n.round Nature and
Spirit. Jill they 8!'e not tho outcor.le of thc scientific learning of our days th'JSO
~thical tanehings und speculative invontions aro not suitod to point the vmy
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of pr·');3ent-dc.y thought und actions..... \'!o sh0~1 1001( very critically into all
attecpts, vmich nrc beco~ing very frequent, to roprosent Dotaphysico.l 3poculations~

occult teo.chings, etc. c.s scientific. Our pcriodicc.l is thorefore DOc.nt for
all those who liko to thiw{ in a Detter-of-fo.ct, clear, and unho.zy cm1ncr••••
and whose ~ it is to build their idea of the iforld as ';/011 c.s thoy actions
on a foundation of scientific truthse tI Tho progrnn D.n a y/hole yms o.lso
criticised for not once Dontionj.ng the wordlNational Socic.listic World
Conception~ which c.ftor c.ll is decisive.

_ . In Januory 1938 t~o :r~pe: y/as. tW£9lJ over by tho publishers otto Lau~o~baoh,
\,veJJ.1ar. In Octobor 19)8 diffJ.culhos%nce Dore r::.ade by the Propagmlda l\1uustry
Md it was ducCUlded frou us that we should cor..o into line yd. th the No.tion.u
Socialist GerDe-n. Faith MOV'Jr.lont. When, in May 1939, \70 i'lOre nost shc.rpJ.s'
instructud to publish m1ti-sODitic nrticles we closcd dmn1 in Juno. The
publisher, Lautenbnch, i7ho hc.d p.0roly a cOL:l::orcial intorost in "No.tur und
Geist" and had hoped, unavc.ilingly, for new subscribers f'roc ru::.ong our r.idst
for his soci-fnsciGt pap'Jr "Die Schulo dol' Freihei ttl (ThrJ School of Liberty")
agrcod ir.v.:odiately. Aftor 0.11 thore was no profit to be nade out of "Natur
und Geist.

Thus tho last stronghold of the frce-thiwcing spirit in Gorr~c.ny had fc.llon.
The outbreM of 'Imr soon c.fbr sever'.Jd the lo.st tics D.!;10ng r.:er.-:.bers. It rJ'ill
bo difficult to co.ll .~t back to life nfter tho war. It is very likely tho.t
tho R. Co.tholio Church vJ'ill got the upper hCUld L~ter tho ~nr in natters of
culturo and the education of Youth by virtuo of its aarthyrdor::. tmdor tho
Nationo.l Sooic.lists. This Church i::.; in its orgc.nisatinn [~S povlOrful as evor,
also 0.3 fnr e.s its p'.JrsOl1nol is conourned, v/hilst Protesto.ntiSl::', y;hos0 I::inistors
ho.ve been co.lled up and killed or trucon prisoner has b.Jon connidcrably wOM0nod,
not to r.:ention tho Froo-Thinkjrs nnd :B'roouasons uho hovc no forr.: of orgonisntion
or pross organ•

.hi't:Jr tho war it will bo tho to.sk of Froo-Thin1ccrs to o.void '.Jvory fore of
sohistl, to join tos'..:thcr in ono g:coat orso.nis.:ltion nnel to del::Md oquo.l sto.tus
yJ'i th the Chris tiM Churches. By ):loans of l::utunl r;)Gpect nnd indulGence it vrill
bo qui to possible to coJhborato ,-Ii. th tho Church, in spite of ideological
diff~r~nces, to cr~ato n nov Gornan dm~ocracy in which ponco o.nd libor~ of
thought \1"1.11 provail. All CM be dono yri th n. good yJ'illl


