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THS STORY OF TITl GURMUIT MQISTS ORGANIS,TICON.

In a democratic Germany of the future the churches will once nore play an
important parte Thoy dll be in a position to point out that thoy had to
suffor injustice as wull as ill-trecteont under the Nationol Socialist roginms,
Many Christiens ere anti-Nozis, partly fro: a conviction of long standing
and partly as o result of the troattont motod out to thom by tho Third Reiche
They ere nowv fighting for o "Christian Dorocrocy', for huranity, poaco and
tolurancoe

It docs not cons within the scope of this discussion to wizarmine to what
oxtont huzaniterianise, tolerance ond duocratic thought arc tho outeons of
Christianity roprusented by the Church, and to vhat oxtont, for instancs, tho
attitude of the Catholic Church, soy, in Schuschnigg Austric, in Hungary,
Slovakia, Itcly or Fraonce Spain, was roally dumocratizd Nor will I (o in
deteil into the attitudo of an oxtonsive soction of the Chwreh toward National
Socialisim up to about tho ond of 1953 It is, anyhow, of no iportance in this
connection vhers tho line should be drawvm butioen the check imposed by National
Socialiar on uxcessive demands made by the Churchos and the stort of the torror .
ageinst tham. 411 I nueed to say h.re iu that the Christian organisations are 1
willing to asaist in tho reconstruction of & Gorman donocracy and ust thoro- ‘

l
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fora bo weleonnd as allics in tho task of oradicating National Socialicm,

It strikes ono, howuvor, that vhon tho idonlugical organisations, p.rsccuted
by the Third Reich arc onuserated, only the C h r» i s t i & n Churches and socts
oro montioned, and it is thoy who are nor claiming thu right of cultural political
lcadorships  Their ropresontotivos o so far os to mako overturss to the ILiberal
Danocrates end Socialists, oven the nmost radical onss amony thomz, and to assuro
thon thet, in a political end secial rospuct they would willingly collaborato
with thom, but would ask to bo luft in charge of cultural affairse Somo oven
go so far a3 to soy thot only Christienity should bu allowed to provedl in |
Georzany, &3 cveorything none-Christian wos National Socialiste Thoru orc iany |
signs that point in the diruction that such an agsressive outlook, if succeasful,
would in futurs have unploasant proctical conscquonces oo far os froo thought,
and frosdom of sciuncs and culturc erc concornzde I havo alroady b.uir told by
o comvincad Christion that overything non=Christian was done fore Vhoover is
not a confusaing Christion in tho Gumany to come vill prove thorcby that somothing
of thu Nazi spirit has adhored to hiny, and as svurybody knows, the Nazis wors
going to bu sradicatods That anyhow one of tho causus of this tar e to be
ascribod to ths non-confsasional upbringing of Gorman youth (vhorsas the corruption
of pert of Gorman youth i in roality duc to tho tocchings which the National
Socialists substitutcd for Christionity and froo=thinking husenisrz), 2his form
of intolerance, by the way, is boing proachod by those vory Christians ond parsons
who in 1933 publicly pronouncud this . threat: “hoover did not irmcdiatoly join
tho Church was nroving that he was not a National Socialiat aud therofore o
ene;ay of tho Statce I must montion, howover, that not all Christians wors such
opportunista. .

In the face of thuss oxclusive cultural dacands mads by the Church it nust
be pointud out that the Froomasons! Lodges ond Freo-thinking Organizations had
to wndorgo o for worss torrors The Churchus, eftor cll, swvived, conductod
thoir sorvices, could teach youth. The faithful eould visit thoir places of
worship and buy books dseling with thoir ideologios. It is trug, sox of their
organisations wore prohibitod, roligious Ordors wory harmed, political activitics
forbidden and tho Christion Pross controll:sd in that respect. In sono casus,
too, pricasts wore porsscutcds But what happonvd to Froc-rasons, Froo-Thinkors,
and Non=confussionsls? Their orjanisations were utterly prohibitod, their
loadors wore parsscuted, thuir funds in most casos confiseatod, thoy wurs robbud
of ovory chence of gotting into print or of holding essublius, Frou-iesons
could not be civil scrvantse
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In tho following pages I will give a short account of the fate of nurcly
a small scetion of tho German Froo-Thinking rovarent, I mean tho Gormon Monist
Organisation vhich was founded in 1905 at tho suggostion of Profs JDrnst Haockol
of Juona, and beocans the nuclous of nany subseguent foundations among tho pcooplo.
Among tho spirituel forcfathors of the proscntedey Gorman Monist Organisation
wore Spinoza, Humo, Locke, tho Fronch oncyclopoudists, Comto, Foucrbach,
Darvin, Nictzache, Holizholtz, and Haackol.

Tho German Monists woro the only froo=thinking camunity which kept its
ovm poriodical going for 6 yocars aftur 1933, All other orgenisations trore
carploteoly peralyzod after their prohibition by National Socialism, bocauso
thoir morbors soon lost touch with ono another oving to tho lack of a Pross
organe Gooring's ragings finally crushod the last romaining froo=thinking
poriodicals distributed all ovor tho Roich in 1934 Only locally did one or
two amall papors still continue to be publishod, for instance the poriodical
"Froic Roligion", in Mainz which, howovor, did not do justice to thoe broador
conception of Froo Thoughte In Borlin "Bthische Kultwr" heold its oom for a
short timoe One great orgenisation romained, though: The Union of Froco
Thought and Cromatione It was teken over by the National Socialists and turned
into the "Greator Gorman Union for Cromation" '"Grossdoutschu Fouorbestattungse—
voroin") This union had nothing to do with Froo Thought.

The poriodical of tho Gorman Monists organisation was the "Monistische
Monatshoft (Monistic Monthly Roviow) which changed its namo in January 1932
to "Dic Stimme der Vornunft" (Tho Voico of Reason), at the same timo putting
incroesod stross on humanitarian, cosropolitan and pacifist thought in viowv
of tho growing throat of Fascisn and iilitarisiie The lionists organisation
had no party-political tondoncicse Its nambors wors, without oxcoption,
damocrats or social-dumocratse Party-political activitios wers loft to
individuals and vwwroe not a concorn of tho organisation. Tho Gorman lonists
organisationy whosoinmbors wore rmostly university graduates, norely ained at
providing the acholary oquipnent for a practical political {ight, whilst taking
up a cultural non-political lino without taking up a docidud stend for any ono
party of the contre or the lofte Tho following arc the well-=known oo conncctod
for some tine and also noro recently with the German Monists organisation:
Hornonn Sudermenn, Profs Unna (Hamburg). Profe Immanuol Horrmann (Stuttgart),
Prof. Robert Roimann (Leipzig), Wilhela Boolschs (Schreiburhau), Prof,Fricdrich
Jodl; Pfarrer August Kalthoff (Mortini Church, Bromon), Prof. Thoodor Hartwig
(Proguo Prof, Wilholn Ostiwald, Prof, August Forol (Yvorne, Switzorland ),Prof.
Folix Linko (Jona) Prof. Hoinrich Schridt (Jona) Prefe .H, Bacgo (Jona),Prof.
Arnold Dodol, Hurbort Bulonberg (Kaisorsworth), Dre Graf Arco (Berlin), Dre Rudolf
Goldscheid (Vienna),Dre Max Dori (Berlin),

Shortly oaftor Hitlor took over powor the Gorman ifonists “rgonisctions and
its organ "Tho Voico of Roason" wore bamnods Many of its morbors werce arrostod,
anigrated or lost thoir posts and moans of livinge Attoempts failod to keop the
Monists Organisations going locallye. Only Cologne ' successiul, Tho
Prosidont thore, Dr. Paul Wolski (Levurkusen), rogistercd the local Monists group
and the authoritics nover noticed ite Drs Raabo, the President of the local
group Jona also failed to dissolve hiz group, but the police interfored and
confiscatod all the property of the Jena organisations Prof, Hoinrich Schiidt,
the Dircctor of the Lrnst Haockcl Archivo of the univeorsity and onc of tho
loading porsonalitica in tho Gorman Monists organisation did not coloborato in
the continuation of' tho Jona local group as ho had roalised from the very start
how imposaiblo it would bo to carry on in the old spirit under the Third Roich
and to co=-ordinatu ite It was on his initiativo that nunorous locel groups
closced dovn on thoir ovn account soon aftor the séizurc of powor by thoe National
Socialists.

Only two possibilitios now ramained for tho normbors of tho Monists Organi-
sation: Ono was to rusign, to givo way to forco end to retire complutely froa
all froo=thinking activitics, in other words to oxtinguish the last 1ivs spark
of froo thought, coven though it happened undor the forco of circunstancess. That
wes ono wey of looking at it, Tho othor side argucd that on all accounts an

contcess



u}-

attompt chould bo nade to carry on tho lionists Organisation and its puriodical
in sono form or othore This was particularly Profe Schnidt!s point of viow.

I was o student at Jona at that timo and supported this ideas Aftor o
discussion with an old loague associate and aftor winning ovor for owr plan
tho printor Albort Bessnor of Dresdon, we docidod to publish a now poriodical
undor & now nar without mention of the vord "Monists Orgonisation" vhich
wos taboo, It was, of coursy, irpossibl. to find a publisher so the printor
Boassner had to do the publishing as wwll.e Albort Bessner was a reliablo rman
wvho had, for a short timc, boon an immate of o Geatapo prison for publishing
anti=fasciat literaturcs In spite of now dangers Beasner undertook to print
the now poriodical with all tho risks involvods Those of thoe old Goerman
Monists who still ruomained, who had not amigrated, beon arrested or silonced
agreod in part to cdlaborates Many refussd to do so and even to take in tho
periodical as, living as they were in groat poverty, thoy foared closer
aquaintanco with tho Gegtapo, or if thoy atill romained in their old occupation
did not wish to risk ite Othom had beon forbiddon to writoe

Tho nowv papor called itsolf "Natur und Goist" (Nature and Spirit).
Prof, Heinrich Schriidt called himsclf the publishor end chiof cditor, and
"Worlagagoneinschoft Natur und Goist" was givon as tho publishing housoe
This "Vorlagsgeroinschaft" (Publishing Company) was supposed to bo a continu-
ation of tho Gorraon Monists Orgenisation in disguise. BEvery subscriber to
"Natur und Geist" was a rorbor of tho publishing cazpany., Rogular rootings
wore hold at which manbors wore oxpectod to discuss the trond of tho papor
and fix rogulations. In this woy, it was hopod that the ronains of tho
orgenisation would be kopt lossoly bound toguthor in uxpectation of tho day
whon National Socialisn vould collapsce Soon, howover, the police got wind
of thiz nuow foundation and aftor a fow wooks only tho company with ita atatutos
and rmovotings was prohibitods Tho poriodicel was oble to carry on and tho
naro "Vorlagsgoanoinschaft Natur und Goist" romained though it only comprisad
the amall circle of sditors.

The firast nusbor of "Natur und Goist" appoarod in July 1933. Jidl discusaions
on sociological, political and pacifist topics had to be discarded and we had
to lirmit oursolvus to subjucts dealing purcly with natural history and idoologioal
mattorss In tho first nuzbors we quotod Rudolf Virschow on Liberty in Scionco
in tho "Now National Life" of Gurmany (aftor 1871), and Fricdrich Schillor on
"Liborty and Bonds". This was a broad hint to tho Third Reich ncaning to say
that Liborty and National Statc arc not nocossarily a contradiction in torms,
thonever Hitler or von Papen held onc of their "poace talks (spocchos?) thoese
were nontionod in the poriodicals It was loft to tho discrotion of the reador
to look upon it as sarcasm or note 4As ruch as wo could wo sot our own cultural
standards by quoting scro National Socialist utteranco, For instanco, wo
praiscd the docrco that no child should be forced to rocoive roligious instructions
at school without the consont of its parcents, or the laws for tho sterilization
of porsons afflictod with scrious horeditery discases (which have existed for
long tine in somo stotes in the USA)e Tho rosult of this occassional
apperently pro-Nazi lconing woas, that aftor somc initial difficulties with tho
Nazi authoritios and cross-cxaninations of the printer Albort Bessnor, it was
possible all tho same to convince official quartors to a cortoin oxtent of tho
hormlessness of our papor though thoir suspleion never quite lef't thaa. An
omigre paper attacked Prof. Schridt on account of this: Ho odits tho papor
ton corpletely fascist lines". Wo nmorely passod the rmatter over, knowing how
cogy it was for an crmigre, far ronoved fraw the cudgel of the Third Rolch, %o
critise from tho safo distanco, Things woro more difficult in Gormany and Prof.
Schriidt showed a groat sonsc of rosponsibility in kocping alive an orgen for
Froo Thinkers against tho time of roconstruction aftor Hitlers fall, inspite of
prossurc froa: cbove and pro=Church tondencics still displayod by tho Nazis at
that tine.

Tho Swias dcrocratic paper "Der Freidenker® (Tho Freo-Thinker), on the
occagion of Schriidt!s doath in May 1935, paid rost well desorved tributo to
his truo political attitude (he was, by the way, & nmomber of tho SPD) end his
strugglo undor National Socialist rulee The author had spokon to hir: just before




—1*.-

his decath, It was not only political, but also financicl prossurs which was
hord to bear and Prof, Schmidt had to nake many sacrifices. Tho paper never
nade any profits, on the contrary both cditos and contributors who nostly got
no foes, had to subsidise ite Large-scale advortising was not posasible for
financial rcasons and might elso have dravn undesirablo roaders from the
National Socialist ranks. During thoso ycoars our only now subscribers wors
Jows who woro not always in agrocnent with our outlook, but wore glad to find a
natural-philosophy poriodical of a high standord which did not givoe vent to
anti-seritic uttorancus.

llost of tho contributors of "Natur und Goist" were membors of the Gorman
Monists Organisation or of othor loaguss of Froo-Thinkors. Sane of them wroto
under a uon de plunme for reasons of peorsonal safetye Dre Max Scbor bocaro Drs
Sturry; Dre Goorg Kranor was Goorg Merrck; Prof, MJH. Bacgo turnod into Max Gaobo
and Prof. Folix Linko G,F.Lossae

"Notur und Geist was, of coursu, bound hond and foot in a spiritual senscs
4s I alrsady nentioncd political matters could not be discusseds 1o woro unablo
to dofond tho Jowish philosphor Spinoza who was boing defiled irom all sides,

Wo had to look on in silenco whilst Niotzscho was doliberately turned into an
apostle. of Militarism and Dictatorshipe Whon cortain peoplo in the NSDAP
doclarod Ernst Hocckel to bo a procursor of Nationel Socialism we wore askod

to voice our agr.omonte Wo did this in a rathor short and focblo rmannor,
rorely in tho form of a roview without cxprossing a point of viow, but we could
from then on tokoe vloasuro in roeferring to tho "National Socialist" Haockel
whenovor tho State Police came to meke investigations. Ve also had to watch
holplessly tho way now books couplod the National Socialist racial theorics
with tho sciontific thoory of tho origin of tho specics, thus ondowving it,

in tho oyos of unsuspocting roaders, with a sciontific vencer. Wo alsc had to
bo vory carcful in thu use of tho word “athoisnm". This was ranked with Marxian
in the Third Reich, the Fuchror of which had, after all, boon scnt by God himsolf,
Otto Knopf, Prof. of /[stronomy in Juna, had some unfortunate oxporicnces in this
¥ spocte In his book "Christontu: oder Wissonschaft" (Christionity or Scicnee?)
roforred | to the Fuohror Adolf Hitler, who was so groat that ho could manage
without God's halps Thoroupon the book was prohibiteds

Our rolationship with tho "Doutsche Glaubensbewegung®(Gerran Faith Movernent)
and its rolatod groups was not an casy once This movenont originated in part
from small nationalistic froce=-thinking groups, and in part from oxtrene right-wing
cricles adharing to a romantic-nordic Protestantisn, National Socialists joined
thoir ranksy Tho Gorman Faith Movuient, vhich was anti-Christian, anti-Froce
rosonry, bolicved in God but was founded on nordice=mystical ideas in carplete
accord with the NSDAP, its Chauvinism and its anti-Sonitic tendoncics, and lator
on received a cortein amount of support frax tho SS. (Sve, for instanco, tho
Wockly, "Nordland"). Tho Gor:an Foith Movaront had rothing in camon with tho
groat liberal and Marxist-Froo=Thinking organisations and Froumason Lodges and
nonc of its mambors bolonged to those organisations which were prohlaited in
1933+ Tho Paith Movaront (Wookly "Durchbruch") advocated leaving the Churchs
This was usually dons for political and anti-Samitic rcasons (Houer: "Christianity
in Gormany stonds and folls with tho question as to whothor Christ wes a Jows")
In coaparison with the old Frou-Thinking Movenent towards loaving the Church
tho National Socialist varicty was of little importance, and numorically the
Guorman Faith Moverent was woak comparcd wilth the groat froc=-thinking proups
oxisting during the yocers bofore 1933 It wont oven furthor dowm=hill when
quarrcls and intornal splits ot ine (Ono of its co-founders Prof. Hauar,
Tuobingon, and Graf Rovontlow lof't its The formor published the monthly journal
"Doutschor Glaube", the latter the "Reichaswert") As tho NSDAP claired in 1937
the oxclusive right to use tho word Bowwgung (movement), the German Faith
Moverent was re~christicnced "Kampfring Doutschor Glaubo". Its wockly bocano
"Sigrunao", Jfpart fron this thoro oxistud numerous othor smell groups belonging
to tho Nordic Faith Movomont who all clainoed that thoir blood and raco=doctrinos
worc tho only onus which could bring selvations

It was thon hinted to us that we should take up a positive attitudo towards
those roligious tendenciucse VYo did it very guardedly, usually morely giving
an account of their activitisse. Lator on wo dropped it altogethor and took no
rmorc notico of thome For the Falth Movement made rore and more radical and
torroristic domandse Though complotely nogative in its outlook, * it bocane
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positive and rystical in factunl natters and worshipped prinitive Gormanisn,
as it saw it, at the same time sinking to an ever lower levels The declino
went on repidly and 1i%: only succeeded in influencing a very smoll fraction
of tho Gorman non-Christians, Membors became fower and fuwor and the moveront
went to picces, in no small moasurcs owing to its noisy and domagogic propa=
gonda which people got tired of. Tho only group which romained in existence
and was fairly strong was "Doutsche Gocttorkenntnis" (Knowledge of German Gods)
which rallicd around Ludondorff!s periodicol "an hoilipgon Quell Deutscher Krof't"
(Round the Sacred Fount of Gorman Strength.) This moverient chiefly lives for
the purpose of fighting the bogey of "cosmopolitical powers'". Jows, Free-
nesons, Froe-Thinkers, Democrats, Morxisits, Christians, and particularly
Catholics belonged to this moverments

Of courso it was quitc impossible for us to colaborate with such nordic
heroos. I nust, however, nention & certein scientific movenent which we bef rien~
ded considerably, under Dre Bacge'!s as woll as ry influonce: This was the
positivism of the "Vienna Circle" which based its idoas on those of Ernst Mach
and Albort Zinsteine Scholars like Joergen Joorgensen, von Mises, Rudolf
Carnap (US4), Hons Réichonbach (Stambul), Niels Bohr (Swedon) Philip Frank
(Prague), Moritz Schlick (Vienna) belonged to this circle, With the motto
"Unity in Scicnce" its conception of science was cizpricale It was very
intornational, and though unpolitical, definitely democratice (In England
the most widely=known Positivist is the philospher and physicist Prof,

Bertrand Russclle H.H. (?H.G.) Wolls is also very much inclined towords
positivisme The Veinna Circle published the journal "Zrkenntnis" with the
sub=title "Annals of Philosophy" through tho Publishing Housc of Felix Meiner,
Leipzig in Gormany which never permitted itself to be coordinateds The sare

firm published books on subjects of modern atomie science, philosophic logistic,
and litorory criticisme The publishing house Julius Springer in Berlin published
a whole sorics of positivistic books deoling with every scientific problem
including sociology and cthics. After the enncxation of Austria by Hitlexr the
Vienna Circlec was prohibited as it was suspected of cosmopolitical and democratic
tendencicss With thoir sober and strictly ompirical viows the Positivists wero
vory averse to the unscicontific and mysticol racial theorics of the NSDAP,
Furtherrore Jows bolonged to the Vienna Cirele (Hans Reichonbach was onc of thom)
"Dic Erkonntnis" still appearcd abroade The publishers Stockun & Zoon in Holland
brought out & sorics of positivistic books in various languages under the
hoading "Unificd Scionce Book Serics". The first volum (1939) was called the
"Kleine Lehrbuch des Positivisnmus" (Small Manual on Positivism) by Richard von
Mises, whiou was supprosscd in Germany and only made available to specialist
scientists,

From 1937 omvards we limited our work riore and nmore to mattors of pure
scioncce Gradually I gave up the cultural struggle which had been rostly directod
against the totalitorian claims of the Catholic Churche National Socialisn was
becaming more and nore the declared enery of the Churches, not so much from
reagsons of cultural and scicntific onlightrment, but rather to enable it to
enforce its nordic blood-phantasics warlike educations Thoy cmploycd mothods
against Christianity which were torroristic and despicable and mocked liberty
and humenity, It was impossiblo for us to identify ourselves with this sort
of thing, much as we should have welcomed it in tho old deys that, for instance,
roligion was no longor taught in schools, compulsory rcligious scrvices in
schools worc abolishcod, as well as the ban imposed by certain profossions on
non=Christians, also that schoolbooks dcalt with the subjecct of the origin of
tho spzcicse

Round the niddle of 1938 I drew up o prograr: in a speeial number of "Natur
und Goist" under the title "What we :Are Aiming At", Although it was vory
carefully oxpresscd - though directed against the Myths of Alfred Rosenberg=
we recoived an official roprimand. But we wore once more lucky and the poriodical
was allowed to carry one Hore are some sentonces from the program which werc
objocted to: "A ruasoning man of the present day will not allow his thoughts
and actions to bo guidod byee. spoculative fables, Ho is no longer satisficd
with tho anciont or nodern myths wvhichseee Mmotaphysicsits spun around Nature and
Spirit. As they sre not the outcome of the scientific learning of our days those
nythical teachings and speculative invontions are not suitod to point the way
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of prisont-doy thought and actionseees Ve sholl look very critically into all
attempts, which arce becaming very frequent, to ropresent netephysical speculations,
occult toachings, ote., as scientifice Our periodical is therefore meant for

all thosc who like to think in a notter~of-fact, clear, and unhazy nonncreses

and whose air it is to build their idea of the world as well as thoy actions

on a foundation of scientific truthse" Tho progran as a whole was also

criticised for not once mentioning the word"Wational Socialistic World

Conceptiony which after all is decisive.

In Januory 1938 the paper was tgken over by the publishers Otto Lautenbach,
Woeinars In October 1938 difficultios fonce rore made by the Propeganda Ministry
and it was donanded froz us that we should como into line with the National
Socialist Gormen Fedth Moveniente Wheny in May 1939, we were nost shorply
instructed to publish anti-scmitic articles we closcd dovn in Junce The
publishor, Lautenbach, who had mercly a cazeréiel interost in "Natur und
Geist" and had hoped, unavailingly, for now subscribers fra: among our midst
for his sami-fascist paper "Die Schulc der Froiheit" (The School of Liborty™)
agreed immediately. Aftor all therc was no profit to be made out of "Natur
und Geist,

Thus the last stronghold of the froco~thinking spirit in Germany had fallcne
The outbroeak of woar soon aftsr sovered the last tics among mermbers. It will
be difficult to call it back to life aftor the war. It is very likely that
the Rs Catholic Church will got the upper hand af'ter the wor in matters of
culturc and the cducation of Youth by virtuc of its marthyrdomr under the
National Sociolists. This Church is in its organisation as poworful as ever,
also os far as its personnol is conocrned, whilst Protestantisn, whose ministors
have been called up and killed or taken prisoncr has buoon considerably woakened,
not to rmontion the Free=Thinkors and Frocnasons who have no form of organisation
or pross organe

Aftor the war it will bo the task of Free=Thinkers to avoid overy form of
sohisn,to join together in one groat organisation and to demand cqual status
with the Christian Churches, By 1wcans of nutual rospect and indulgence it vill
bu quite possible to colbborate with the Church, in spite of ideological
differonces, to crzate o nuow German doerocracy in which poace and liborty of
thought wvill provail, All can bo donc with a good willd



