TRANSLATION b

27 November 1945

To Genergl Donovan

From: Dr. von Schlabrendorff

1. I am convinced that S8 Obergruppenfuehrer Erich von dem
Bach~Zel®wekl is s poor witness. He has a bad name in Germany in :
all circles wno know of nim, since he took too active a part in the
events of June &0, 19384. He belongs to those people who hed to Join:
the SS since the Armed Forces refused to accept him,

2, I heve known Bach since 1241. At that time he was Higher
S8 and Police Leader in the rear area of the Army Group Middle., The
commanding officer of tie rear area was the deceased general of the
infentry, iiax von Schenkendorff, Bach later became Higher Police
Leader of the whole area of the Army Group Middle. He had at that
time a very bad reputation because of hils brutal and unscrupulous
ections against pertlisans and ageinst the civillian populaetion.

3. Tne statements of Bach have in my opinion been made in the |
desire to bleme the army for the cruelties of the 88.

4, Bach is riznt in so partly blaming the army, but only insofar
as he names the leading gentlemen of the Hignh Command of the Armed
Forces.

.5. Bacnh is wrong insofar as he &lso puts the blame on the commandiné
officers dtroops, generals and Fleld larshals at the eastern front.

6. I no longer remember in detall the orders of the high command
of the Armed Eorces conceérning procdduref against the civilian popula~
tion. I only know that they were extremely severe. I know that the.
activity of 38 znd police units behind the line were the gubject of
ccntinuous fights between the army groups oa the one hand, and the i
Hign Command of tne Armed Forces on thne other, I know with certainty
thet Field Marshal von Xluge, at verious times, objected, both orally
and in writing, to these cruelties, but could achieve notning in the
majority of cases since the SS and police units behind tne lines were:
.not under his command. I remember that thne Supreme Commander of the
Second Arnmy, Genersl Welss, had tne seme attitude., Welss is at
present an American prisonér of wer in tne camp of Neu-Ulm, and I
tnink he should be interrogated 1f testimony of a man lilke Bach-Zelewe
skl 18 considered important.




