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Defendant LRKbT NLALTLNBRUNxLLR 

Ealtenbrunncr, an Austrien by birth, was one- of the cr.rly 

ncmbers of the National Socialist Party In Austrif. lie joineö the 

Austrian breach ol both the Party end the o5 in 1932 end was made 

SS Kruptsturmfuchrer. Teeing an ective party in the Party, he 

functioned as e Gaure&ner {Gau-speeker) enc wes appointed legrl 

advisor to SS Abschnitte 7111 in Auetric . In 1933 ht became 

lee dor of SS Standarte 37 at Linz. In the following years he 

continu-d to participate in Nazi Pcrty cctivitics cgeinst the 

Austrien State and was imprisoned and expelled from, the legal 

profession lor such activities. After the invasion oi Austria 

in Larch 193S, in recognition of his cctivitics on behalf of the 

National Socialist cause, he was promoted to leadership of the 

S3 District Austria, end, 'oy eppointment of the defendant 

Scyss-Inquert, State aocretary for Security in Austria in charge 

of the Austrian police. At the seme time, the defendant was 

elected to the Reichstag. In September 193,3, he was appointed 

SS Gruppenfuehrer and head of SS District ''Donau.'1 As head of 

the Austrian police, the defendant, through mess crrcsts, purged 

the police of ell members not thoroughly Nczifi.ee end organized 

z terror wave egrinst political opponents rnd Jews throughout 

Austria. -The. incorporction of Austria into the Reich and the 

complete coorem;: tion ol Austrian public life with thw tenets of 

Nazism were substantially rdvenced through the ruthless practices 

initiated "oy the defendent and the executive orgrns under his 

control. In 1939, r- s v. reward for his rctivitios, tht. defendant 

received the Golden Party Badge ;. nd in 1941 was made Lieutenent 

General of the Police end Higher Sea end Police reader under Reioh 

Governors of Vienna end Lower and Upper Danube. In Jcnuery 1943, 
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the defendant was appointed successor to Reinhard Koydrich as 

head of the Roichssicherhoitshauptamt (the Reich Lx.in Security 
end 

Office)/Ciicf der Sicherheitspolizei und oes oD (Chief of the 

Security Police end Security Service). Subsequently he was given 

the title of SS Obergruppenfuehrer end General of the Police. 

As herd of the Rcichssicherhoitsheuptf rut (Reich idein Security 

Office) the defendant wis o member of the supremo command of the SS, 

responsible directly end solely to Heinrich Kimmler r.s Reichsfuehrer 

SS end Chief of the German Police, nnd subsequently minister of 

the Interior. He had final authority over rnd bore ultimate 

responsibility for the tctivitieS of r11 the departments ' nd 

,services comprising the Reichssicherheitahauptamt, including the 

Sicherheitspolizei (Sipo or Security Police) of which the Gestapo 

(Secret State Police) end the Reichskriminalpolizei (Kripo or 

Criminal Police) were parts, the Sicherheitsdienst (SD or Security 

Service), and various sabotage and military intelligence services 

which, after July 1944, were incorporated in the Reichssicherheits

hauptamt. He exercised his authority personally, through the 

chiefs of the departments of Reichssicherheitshauptamt, through 

regional Höhere SS und Polizeifuehrer (Higher 35 and Police Leaders) 

and through regional commanders or inspectors of the Sicherheits

polizei rnd SD. The powers of his oil ice extended through Germany 

and all nutters felling under the jurisdiction of the Roiehs-

sicherheitshauntmat were free from control or interference by cny 

civilicn or military agency. As the responsible head of the 

Reichssicherheitshauptcmt the defendant is chargeable with ell 

'criminal cctivlties of the Sicherheitspolizei and SD directed 

toward the suppression and elimination of tendencies, groups and 
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indiv.ieue.ls r^tucd hos t i l e to the ifczl ru£i:ic or otherwise 

undesireble , thv cri;_dnel • .c civ i t n . s of Higher ou end Police Larders 

end. regionel eo^ienders e.ne. inspectors or che csiciierheitspolizei end 

SD, end the criiJ.ne.1 . c t i v i t i oe of e l l breaches i.nc; ciepe rt-iionts of 

the Roiciassichcrheitshr,uptev.rt, i nduc ing persecution, iL-prisomuent 

without t r i e l end i n t e r m e n t in concentretion ceiips on p o l i t i c a l , 

rccie. l , lo^ l ig ious end idboloficr.l grounds, to r tu re end murder of 

pr isoners both insie'e r nc outside oi concentretion craps , the 

unlawful seizure end execution of hostages en«? mess repris&ls 

egeinst the "ocouletn on of occupied t e r r i t o r i e s , the reeiltroetnent 

of pr isoners of wer, inC the i.e l t r c r trr.ent rncl execution of cf pturod 

f l i e r s , pereichütü troone rnd cociLLfinoos. 
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