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Additional Note on the Purge of 3C June 1934
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Adcitional information on the events of %0 Jur: is now wwv.ilable

in teo osanuscriptes by Dr. Gisevius, entitled respcctively The Fronzy

ef tho asses and “he Thirtieth of June. &t the % me cf the purgse, the
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autbo s wag an off1:iadl in the Reloh Minlatry of the Irterior closely

e320aisied with Deiuegs, then Chief of the Prussisn Pelice and Chief

cf th Polies Depsrimeas of the Reich Minister of the Interior. In

that sepacity he claims to have been & direct witness of certain events
of the purge in Bevrlin, end sesmg to have bsen in & {eirly good position
to socure reliable sscond=hand eccounts of thoes episcdes in Berlin arnd
elsewhare vhich did not fall under hisg irmsdiats otservation, Hin
rodeuns £€.%es in censeal to confirm that presented, on the basis of
vther 2ourdces, in R & A ¥113.1. In the light of the material new
evailanle dhe following edditions and correctinns should be mads, howaver,
4o e 1ist of “Individusls Bearing Responeibility Zor tho Purpe us a
Vhole” pivon in Appsndix B (pp. 15=21) ol that report.

Ja Dolusgas, Kurt. Acocording to Giseviue, who claims at

hie tims %o heve been in clase pereonsl contrct with
Daluage, ths 1at§er had no part in or px%or kiwwled e of

sho purze, sod svenwont for a tine in faar of his own 1life.
Alshough Dalusgs wae Chief of Prussien Police, full polios

wivnrs for the duration of the crrigie were assuned over his

1 ad by Gosrivg and Himmler, who left hin entirely uniuformed

as o the souree ¢l events. If this is 4rus, Deluepgeis
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only reospcnsibility in comnactien with the rurgs wowdd
conzist in his willingnese to lend subsequent pabllic 8uapposy,
and to profit by the opportunity to azsume new Jowers (e.2.
tenporary leadersnhip of the “erlin 8A.) (See Th: Trirtist

of June pp. 23-4 and 56)

2. Goering, Hermaon. GCigevius presentz additionz) second-

hand svider:s to indicuts that Goeriasgwe the prime mover iy
the illinz of Gregor Strasser. (See The Frengy of the Msa:is s
Po 93). Hs also presents direct, Lut protably superflucus,
evideonos of Goering's personal participation ian tae "Commitise

of Execuation” which dirscied the killing of A leacders {ard

P parhaps othsrs, though direct svidence here is lecking
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Berlin., (%ne Thirtieth of June, p. 35}

3. Hoydrlch, Reinhard. Gisevius prasents dirssteidence

of dsydrich's perannal participation in the "Co:mittes of

\

Iixesution™ which uirected the killing of SA leaders {and

perhaps others, though direct evidence is lacking)

Doriin (Yhe Thiriieth of Jume, p. 33) Heydricn should thercfors

be wddsd o the iist ol those beuring particvlar responailility
for the Berlin rhase of the purge.

4o Kormer, Pilii. Sexms sa Heydrich.

Au-.m“ ks § w2

Gigevius elso presents in some deteil =he case of Feul Scruiz

an ageocsiate of CGregor Strasser, who was left lor dead oy the poliw

y ' :

after having besn show "shile eftempting te flee.” ESchils survived wd

: . ultimetely wsompsd o Zurich, Switgerland (The Thirtieb of June,
#' . PP 34-9.} Ha might prove a vl wable witvesa. Cisevia ndmssif sheald

algo bo soricusly considered as a witness, gincs hie @videnos® iy gore
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arvect than that of Utto Strasasr or of enyone sles who has written
any werel account of the svenzs of 30 June.
Cn the tasis of svidenco nswly mede avallhble, the following
nddition sheuld aleo be made to Appendix A: "Cases Which ML h% be
Usod to Eatetlieh Criminel Resporsibility in Conneotion with the Purge,"

Tha Case o.t:_ 7il14 Sahmid_

E‘x*‘ohfg:ale Feotg, At 733C PoMo on 30 June 1934 four & rmed men in

38 urniforms appearad at the residence of Dr. Willi Schmid, muegic critle

Jor the Muenchensr Heuste Fachrichten, at 3 Scheackstrasse, Munloh.
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“hey took Dr. Schitld eway in an eutomobile. Un July 3 inwirise et
sha Uestap. hesdguarters elicited the information that he had been
shot "by ascident” at Dachau. !Ba body was delivered %« ths fm.lil;y'
Yy members of the :.'éas-.'t;ﬁpo, who gave striot crders that the coffin should

a0t be opencd. Or 7 July 1934 a CGestapo officlal, Regierungsrat

Jrungner, vicited tio widow to expresa his sorrow for tho "rogrettabls
asccldent.” Ou 81 July 1934 Rudol.f Hess came on a similur mission, and

on 24 Septerber ne rent the widow s Jettor stsating that Schmid was not

in "enyv ay' conncated with the Roshm revelt, or otherwise at feult.

A pansion wespeld to the family, et fire: by the Yarty, later by the Y
Miniztry of the Interior, ¢
Proteble Motive., Although itwaa never officially sadmitted, 1
- i '\‘;}
it 18 zenerelly believed that D, Schindd wae nmistakenly kilied in place y
)
>f the 3A lemder Willi Schmidt. This other Schmidt wms ala: killed in
the course of the vurge.
The Problen of Proof. Thefactses set forth abovesare supported
5y the s wory depesition of an eyo~witness, Dr. Sohmid‘s vidow, and by
serte’n obther docunents, photostats of whioh are append:d hersto.
Becauge of the ciroumstancea oi’ this particular case, it might be SECRET
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possible for the defence to claim that the death of Dr. Schnid wasz

not nurder, but simply aa unfortunate accldent., The Zect that seo

gross an error cculd have been committed is In itself ¢vidence; however,
of criminal carelessnees on the par't of those who carricd cut tﬁe
purge, By cigreparding the normal requiremenis of judicial process in
their liguidation of SA leaders, the Gestspo and the Nezi Farty un-
necessarily jeopardized the personal security not only of SA4 leaders
but also of ordinary citizens., In the case of Drr. Se'mid the reasulting

cerimingl regponsibility can be assigned with urususl clarlty,




