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SORL NN attalined his position as one of the four most
important figures in @srmany before the collapse of the Nazi
systeme as Deputy of the¢ Fuhrer for Party Affairs, he wa§
sceond in command of FParty and Civil administration for all
Germany, end as such, was personslly responsible fof the func tions
delsgated to him by the ¥uhrer, In addition he held the rank of
SS-General (SS-Obsrgruppenfuhrer) from 21 August 1940£/and
Sa-Genesral (Sa-Obergruppenfuhrer).

The defendant engaged almost continually in illegal political
activitiecs against the German Republican government from the time h
was demobilized from the Army in February 1919%/ until the Nazi

selzures of power, 30 January 1933. He served with the

freikorps Erhardt against the Bolshevists along the Latvian border
in lQlQ%Z | In 1920, he becamc business manager for a lafge estave
in Mecklenburg, and used this position to camoflage his aetivities
with the Kossbach Brigade§4 one of the most active and violent of
the Ereikorps. A4s a high ranking officer (Abgchnittslejiter)of

this illegal organization he was specifically implicated in the
murder cf an alleged communist, arraigned e fors the Lelpzig |
State Court on 12 March l924,f/ and sentcnecd to a year's
impriscnment . After serving the sentence he joined another
illegel military organization the Frontbann, Later in 1925 he

joincd the National Socialist Party.
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Ever since 1927 the defendant has becn o key party offielal.

' He served as Superintendant of the Nazi Press (Goupressc-obmann)

in Thuringia, 1927-1928, and after 1 April 1928, was regional

¥ leader (pegirkslsiter) and party business manager. - In thess
capacities he increascd the circulation of Nazi propagande and
.. was instrumental in laying the groundwork for the first Nazi

- eleotion vietory in Thuringia in l930§/ From 1928-1930, he was

also on the Staff of the Supremc¢ SA Command, taking part in

‘planning the training, scops of opcrations and overall strategy

of these illcgal Nagzi schock troobsg( He founded the Hilfskasse
(414 Fund) of the NSDAP, =nd as hecad of it until July of 19533/
administered seerct party funds used to finance the seizure of
power by th. Nazis.

The defendant was appointed Chlef of Staff (Stabsleiter)

 to Hess, the Fuhrer's Deputy, in July 1943, and given the second
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highest title in tie party orgunization, Reciechslciter. As Less!

Chlef of Staff he aidsd in tho oreution of the smooth-iunctioning
Party machinery, and in the cxtecnsion of the party into cvery

, aspect of German lifs, and government. He thus fulfillcd the
baw to securc the unity of Party and Stote (Gesstz zur Sicherrung)e

Einhelt von Partie und Sgaat) of 1 Deecmber 1933, which declared
that the Party was the piller of the Stete znd indissclubly bound
to it., "He (Bormann) bcfore all others, is the getual authority,

- which oontrols and secus to it that orgonizations and functionarics
of the State and Party really cmbody the MNationul Socialist will

of the Fuhrer in thelir activitles and operations."$/
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Th. formulation znd administration of policy within the
Perty proper, zs well =s within most of the Party formations
affilistcd and supirvised organizetions came within the Jjurisdietilon
of the d:fendunt's offico. This includcd the appointment of Party
officials, tht issuance of Farty directives to all regional levels, :
and the dirsetion of special Party offices devoted to the
administratisan of gpeecific Party policics. The powers of the
dufendant's office included oversecing, in the name of the Party,
all lcgislation issucd by offiel =2l government agoenclcs. Thus,
no major pices of leglslation was issusd without the coopcration
of the defendant. By dcercd of 24 Scptomber 1935 Hess' officc
of Party affairs was given powsr to upprove or veto the appUintment
and promotion ¢f =ll highcr civil servants. The defendant, as
Eess! CLict of Starf, was thus eblc to influcnce every impersant
Civil Scrviee wppointwent after that date.

In 1941, after the flight of Luss to England, the defendant
assumed his title as Clief of the P.rty Chuneellcry and: the
additicnal on¢ of Scerctary of the Fuhrer, Thus he assumed
absolute authority over Party affairs, and responsibility for the
further cneroachment of Purty officials and jurisdiction in both
military and eivilian government, By ¢ deerss of 16 Jrnu:'ry 1942,
participation of the Purty in leeglslation and offieilal appolntments
oend promotions had to bo undortaken cxelusiwve ly by Bormann.
Consequently, he took purt in the drafting of all lesgislation and
decrees 1ssucd by hoich authoritics, 2nd his assent was necessary
for all St:.te laws, All corrcspondencc botween Stite and Party
authoritics, unless within ocn¢ G .U only, was subjcet to his scrutiny
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As chicf of the Purty Chuncellery, thé def@ndant was
sppointcd as membor of the Ministorizl Definse Council, In shis
capacity he participatcd in 21l major decisions about civil
defense and the carrying out f the wur cconomy. The power
of the mcmbqrs.of tiils Council was not limitcd by the nocecssity
of the kuhrcer's approval for their leglslatioen. The defendant
sha:ad further rosponsibility for offleicl decrews and legislation

as a member of the Cabinct sinc. 1942. Through this bedy he

mcintained contact with all of the key Nuzil leudoers, znd through

them extended the basic policics e¢f the Party inte cvery
department of the¢ Government.

In 1943 the defendant undertook the organization and
administration of the Volkssturm (Pecoplcs Militia) for the
protceotion of Gcrman& proper. He was responsible for its
training, rceruitment amd cquipment, and for the indoetrination

of its members, with 4llogal mcthods of warfeore.



