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" Defendant ER ICK RAEDER 

(Naumann r o u g h ^ d r a f t , u n e d i t e d ) 

RAEDER has played a load ing ro le in the Nazi p lan for 

agg res s ion as Commander-in-Chief of the German ^avy from 21 May 

1935 t o 30 January 1943 and af terwards as Admiral In spec to r of. 

the Navy u n t i l the end of the war. Even before the s e i zu re of 

power by the ;iazis in 1933, the defendant was us ing h is 

in f luence as Chief of the w aval Command (Chef dor M a r i n e l e i t u n g ' 

of the OjtvW) to have the Re ichs tag ap p r o p r i a t e g r e a t e r sums fo r 

the c o n s t r u c t i o n of pocket b a t t l e s h i p s and a f i r a t » - c l a s s f igh t ings 

navy; he did t h i s o e s p i t c the- r i g i d nava l s t i p u l a t i o n s of the 1 

Trea ty of V e r s a i l l e s and the a s s e r t i o n s of the German government'-

t h a t i t was not rearming. 

• After 1933, the defendant remained as Chief of Naval Command-

and was abl-o to put i n t o e f f ec t the plans a l r r a d v drawn up for 

the b u i l d i n g of modern sur face and undersea v e s s e l s . The succes s . 

of the execu t ion of these plans in v i o l a t i o n of i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

t r e a t y o b l i g a t i o n s was a t t e s t e d t o by the de fendan t ' s appointmont 

to the post of Commander-in-Chief of the German Navy on 21 May 
I 

1935, and the F u e h r e r ' s awarding him the Golden Par ty Badge and. 
Honorary membership in the P a r t y on 50 January 1937." 

y 

1 / Amtliche M i t t e i l u n g üiber die Gedenksitzung des Reichkabine tt 's , 

vom 3 U January 1937, Dokumente der .Deutschen P o l i t i k , Vol. 5 , 

page 59. 



I As Commander-in-Chief of the Navy, the defendant wa» 

respons ih l : for . 611 n a v a l - ma t t e r s w i t h i n the High Command of 

.'the Armed Forces (OKW). Immediately a f t e r he assumed Supreme 

Command, the U-boat arm was o f f i c i a l l y added as one of the 

Navy's t a c t i c a l f o r c e s , and the bases at Wismar, Swincmunde. 

: P i l l a u , Emden and Heliogoland were h e a v i l y f o r t i f i e d . When 

German Forces occupied 'Poland,Norway, th^ Lowlands,, t r a n c e .and 

the Ba lkans , ' the defendant superv ised naval bombardments of key 

' p o r t s , naval occupat ion of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e d i s t r i c t s , and the 

e r e c t i o n of bases f o r - s u r f a c e and submarine v e s s e l s . . Command 

•oof these bases ou t s ide Germany imp l i ca t e the defendant in the 

occupat ion_pol icy exorc i sed in these a reas and the use of nava l 

•forces i n v i o l a t i o n of the r u l e s of land and s e a warfare for 

s u p p r e s s i n g and e x p l o i t i n g these c i v i l i a n p a p u l a t i o n s and 

• defending the sea coas t s from. A l l i ed l and ing a t t e m p t s . 

As Commander-in-Chief of the $avy the defendant superv i sed 

rnaval i n t e l l i g e n c e ana was r e s p o n s i b l e fo r the r u t h l e s s 

. 'enforcement of s e c u r i t y measures w i th in h is command. He was a l s 

I impl ica ted in the Nazi i n d o c t r i n a t i o n of the members of h i s 

;'• command c a r r i e d on by naval t r a i n i n g commands nrH by o f f i ce r s and 

;mcn aboard sh ips of the l i n e . 

in h i s .capaci ty of Commander-in-Chief of the Navy he 

d i r e c t e d the i l l e g a l r e c o n s t r u c t i o n , r e c r u i t m e n t , t r a i n i n g and 

| t a c t i c s of the submarine f l e e t , ana was t h e r e f o r e r e s p o n s i b l e 

f o r : 
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1) The erect ion of U-boat bases in occupied countries and 

the consequent explo i ta t ion of property and c iv i l i ans 

in these areas ; 

2) The torpedoing of neut ra l merchant shipping without 

warning or allowing tir.ic for evacuation of those aboard;'" 

3) The sinking of hospi ta l shipsj 

4) The shooting by submarine crews of Allied seamen l o f t , • :.; 

swimming in the water af ter the sinking of the i r ships. ' 

The defendant was appointed a member of the Secret Cabinet 

Council in 1939, and in th is office took par t in determining the;-: 

overal l .strategy of the Herman war e f fo r t , not only for mi l i t a ry 

operat ions, but also for the administrat ion and secur i ty of . > 

Greater Germany and the explo i ta t ion of occupied t e r r i t o r i e s . 

As Admiral Inspector of the Gorman xNavy af ter 30 January 

1943 the defendant was responsible for the supervision of naval" 

dducation and t r a i n i n g , research and development of naval 

oquipmont and navalweapons such as a r t i l l e r y , torpedoes and 

mines, harbor f a c i l i t i e s at naval bases, and naval secur i ty . 

With these funct ions, his r e spons ib i l i t y for indoctr inat ion of 

naval personnel and the unlawful use of naval f a c i l i t i e s 

c jntinuca . 


