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V"" Düf endent -IIEHi-JHaT GOEKING 

(Neumann rough draft, unedited) 

GOSRIIiG, es r member of the Nazi Party from its cerliost days, 

was involved from the beginning in the prt,p> rr. tions end planning 

for the seizure oi »jower. In 1922, he joined tL«u i<azi movement 

end took r.n active ncrt in Drotv.vts agrinst the bending over oi' 
German war criminals ±or trial by th>.. Allies. «"hile ostensibly 

2/ ' 
c stuaent at the University of lamicli, he spent much of his 

tine on w'azi Party functions. In 1922, hitler delegt tea hin to 

organize the bü (ctom Troops J end, in Jecembor of 1922, named 
y 

hin Chiui oi the kA. The oefendent established headquarters at 
1/ 

Obwmcnzing in upper Bevaric. by ucnuary of 1923, he reported 

to Eitler tin t the. orgrnizr tion of 'one oA was complete. 

The defendant r.nci th«. 6A pcrticiprted in the Munich Putsch of 

1923. Th«. defendant wrs hit by e. machine gun bullet end was 

crrried frön the streets by friends. On the seme dry he sought 
2/ 

refuge in Austria and. rfter recuperation fron his injury, 
B/ 

continued nlannin: with :l vi lef der;:; in viennt in February of 1924. 

*/hon the government oi Tyrol dent ndcd the expulsion of ifezi 

refugees he i'L.d fro., Austrir end arrived ultimately in Sweden. 

The dciendtnt did not return to Germany until the let cor 

pert of 1926, t iter amnesty had been granted to the nrrticipants 

of the 1923 putsch cud after hitler Led beer] released fron 
9/ 

»rtress. Then he immediately rwnewed his Party 
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activities. In 192?, the defend?nt wr s one of the originrl twelve 
10/ 

Nczis elected to the Reichstr.g. In this period ho used his 

connections with, the ; irer;: ft cncl reo tor industry in Lunich to 

• pcrsuc.de Industrie liste thrt c Lfczi government would revive the 
11/ 

industry through eir rerrcimuit. 

In 19.30, hitler appointed Gooring c a his Deputy ior r.ll 

Political Letters (politischer But uftrr.gter des fuehrers der NSDAP) 

for the Berlin Arc« . In this ecp; city Goering ployed one of the 

foremost roles in cerrying out thw. seizure of power. 

On. 16 Jcnuery 1931, he took port in thw discussions of Nczi 

Pf.rty representatives with Bruening, who hoped in vein to come to 
u/ 

terms with the leedcrs of this lrrgo Rcichstcg bloc. After the-

unsuccessful attempts of Stennes to breck the Hitler lecdership, 

Eitler entrusted the defendant with the Supreme Command of the 

Nezi Pf.rty in the entire Eestern Ares. (Gencrrlvollmr cht der Gruppe 
_ 

Ost). On 10 October 1931, he recorrornied Eitler to rn inter­
im/ 

view with President Bindenburg. Also in 1931, Goering went on 

mother p. rty mission rbrord. He wont to Ror.e '.-/here he held dis­

cussions v/ith high officials or the Vr.ticrn mc -ssured members of 

the College of Cr rein? Is thft the wf-.zie hrd*no intention of 
16/ 

introducing Grerzof.nio prgen cults. 
After the fell of the bruoning cabinet in l^y 1932, Goering 

conducted negotiations with members oi the von Pcp^n cabinet on 

f.. 10/ Wer Ist's, 1935; Der Grossdeutsche Beiohstag. 1930; Oritzbach, 
op cit, pp. 127-12e. 
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behc.lf of Hitler end the i<£.zi Pr.rty. After the election of 31 July 

1932, the nczis bscnme the lergost single pi rty in the Reichstag. 

Goering wes elected President of the rteichstfg, when it act on 

30 August 1932. In this office hc'usu: his influence to bring 

rbout a voto of no conficenco in the von Pcoen crbinet, before 

12/ 

von Papon could effect the dissolution of the i-teichstrg. After 

the election of 6 November 1932, C-o_ring was reelected President 

of the Rcichstrg when it met in December rnd was in a position to 

oT̂ poso the- appointment of Schleicher rs Chancellor ' nd impede the 

formation of c new cabinet. curing the criticr.l drys from 20 to 

30 Jcnuery 1933, Goering rcted rs oho chief representative of the 

Nazi Party in the negotictions for the formt tion of a new ccbinet 

end in putting forward the Party's demands for the 1 ppointment of 

Eitler es chrncellor. Only be deceiving Eincenburg with false 

reports of en attempted coup d'etat on the pert of Schleicher did 

he finally succeed in having Eitler appointed chr.iicellor on 
30 Jrnucry 1933« It WC.Ö Goering. who first ennounced publicly the 

18/ 
Nazi succession to power. 

The defendant was appointed Prussian Minister of the Interior 

on 30 Jenucry 1933. As such, he was Elso chief of the Prussirn 

Police until 1934, when the. Prussian ministry was incorporated 

into the Reich ministry of the Interior. By c Prussicn lrw of 

26 April 1933, ?n.C rn executive decree of Goering on the seme dcto, 

the Secret State Police (Geh».ine Stratspolizoi or Gestapo) wrs 
20/ 

established as r soparcte- brrnch of the Prussirn Pclice. Lrter 

decrees established Goering's powers es "Chief of the Secret Strte 
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21/ 

Police." 
22/ 

By the defendents ov;n admission, he beers personal 

responsibility for the following crimes, committed by the Prussian 

Police rnc! more prrticulrrly by the Prunsirn Btrte Police: 

1. Arrests, without bringing to trifl, o£ political opponents, 

such rs Communists E n6 bocirl Democrat's; 

2. Keeping such persons in concentre tion eemps for en indefinite 

tine; 

3. Putting persons in concentration camps end dete ining them 

after they hove been acquitted by the court or have Served their 
2J/ 

lcgel penalty; 

4. Maltreatment, through physicrl rbuse, torturv, mental 

cureltics, Mia similer. ..loens, of persons belore or rftcr delivery 

to concentre.tion camps; 

5. Killing of persons, either outsice concentretion camps 

(e.g., when arrested end allogecly resisting errest or attempting 

to escape, or curing, iutorrogr tions in police heed quarters) or 

during detention in c~mp. 

As Prussirn Minister of the Interior rno Chief of thu Secret 

State Police, the defendant, to fever his own P-rty end to suppress 
18/ Ibid, pp." 25"-26; Gritzbrch, on".~ eit. , u. 150; Heiden, Konrrd, 

Adolf Eitler (Europr Verleg, Zurich, 1936). 
19/ .Edict concerning tL.. Lste bllshiwnt of i ehief of the Gormen• 

Police in the Reich Interior Ministry, 17 Juno 1936 (R G Bl, 
I, p. 487). 

20/ Preussiche CMse t zessarmlung, 1933, ? > 122; Ministerle lble tt f uer 
die innere "Verwe.itung,"" 1933, I. P. 503. 

21/ Pr cuss i sehe Gesetz ess am.! ung, 1936, pp. 21^22. 
22/ Gearing, Hermann, AjiFbr.u einer Met ion. (Berlin, 1934), pp. 87-88, 
2_3_/ Ibid., cit^d in R&J 3152,'p. 4. 
24/ Radio Speech, 23 August, 1933, Translated from Lrich Gritzbach 

(ed.): Hermann Goering, Reden- und Aufsaetzo. (Munich, 1942), 
pp. 27-28. 
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tnd combat the cppositj.cn, issued the Lcr„„ of 4 iYbruc'ry 1933, 

providing for sharp restrictions on the fremden of smooch, assembly 
21/ 

end the press. This decrt-o V/JS supplemented by one of 

10 February 1933, which ordered the Police to epply the decree only 

cgainst opposition prrties. This directive clearly violated the 

then still existing 'orinoi'nle of the '.'inor constitution concerning 
26/ 

equrlity before the lr.w. The- defendrnt supervised the terrorism 

crrried cut b/ SA troops rnc Gostrpo rgrinst left-wing members of 

the Reichstag r.nd usee his position rs President cf the Reichsteg 

to push through the Enrbling Act cf 24 *~rrch 1933, which deliv eToö 

legislative power to the Ilitler cabinet. 

The defendant plryed the mc ,ior role in Berlin r.nd Prussia in 

the suppression of the alleged "treasonable conspiracy* during the 

Pcrty purge of June 1934. Ho derived this role mainly from his . 

position cs high Pfrty leader and his personal friendship with 

Hitler end rise from his officifl position cs minister President 

(since 11 April 1933) ;nc Prussian Police Chief '{since 30 Jrnuary 

1933). Iu c statement to the press en 2 July 1934, he cemitted 

that he he d proceeded en his own initiative to extend thv, juris-

dic'ticn end severity of the purge to include the murder cf such 
22/ 

non-Party figures es General von Schleicher. 
As high Pcrty leader, Prussian Police Chief end Commissioner 

for the Four Year Plan (he wrs appointed to the Irttor post by a 

25/ Dccroc of the Reich President for the Protection of the German 
People, 4 February 1933 (S G Bl, I, p. 35.) 

26/ Liinisterirlblctt fucr die pr^ussische Innere Verwaltung. 1933, 
I, No. 8. 

27/ Frankfurter Zeitung. 2 July 1934. 
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decrce of Eitler of Iß October 1936),"" Gcoring v/r.s responsible 

for the persecution ma economic rnuihili'tion oi Gormen end nen-

Goi'men Luropeen Jews. He contributed to tin. success of the «c.zi-

errcnged boycott of Jewish businesses on l April 1933 by preventing 

the Prussir.n oelicc from protecting Jewish property cgrinst the 
12/ 

ettrci: of SA -~iiä öS trocos. The decrees issued by Goering es 

Commissioner of the Four Yocr Plcn: 

1. Deprived Jews of cleims for wer t. n.r.ĝ. cociponsetion; 

2. Fined Grurra.n Jews one billion xioichsmcrKs for their 

12/ 

clleged collective responsibility fo-r the murder of c member of 
i±/ 

the Gormen Lmbcssy in Peris j 

3. Forced Jews who hc,d. suiferod property dfmego through the 

pogrom to moke repe.irs- et their own expense cue: oonfisccted their 
21/ 

insurencc clr.ims in fevor of the Reich Government; 

4. Provided for the oliminctien of Jews from economic 
21/ 

ectivitics; Another decree issued, under Lis euthority by 

the Four Yoor Pirn Office roguletod If bor conditions of cows 

conscripted for sir Ve lrbor in t discriminetcry end oxt>loiteti\~e 

mennor, All ..f these decrees'were extended to the countries 

the x\<. zis luv;' d.ed, i. nim-x̂ d er occupied, 

In 193!?, the defend; nt, in Lis cepecity o.s President of the 

Roichstrg, wc'.s instrument.''. 1 in hrvih£ the so-c Ilea Nuernberg 
22/ 

Reco Lews c dopteci. by the t body. 

28/ R G Bl, I, p. 387. 
,29/ Gearing, Uormenn, op. olt. , cited in R&A 3152, p. 4. 
30/ Decrees cf 30 November 1940, (RGBl, I, p. 1547) end 20 July 

1941 (RGBl., I, p. 437). 
21/ RGBl, I, 1579-1581. 
J32/ RGBl, I, 675 rnd 631. 
22/ Speech of 15 September 1935 (trenslrtod from Gerd RÜhlo: 

Dos Dritte Reich, vol. 1935, Berlin 1936, p. 257. 
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Tho dcfwiidc at berrs responsibility for the planning end 

execution of c otivitiuS in violation of the Rules cf /rr. IIc 

was rppcintoü Roich Commissar Tor Avirtion on 2 February 1933 

rnd Reich Linistor fer Aviation cn 5 **? y 1933» In these capacities 

he supervised the illcgrl creation of the G-̂ rmrn Air Force as r.n 

instrument of rggrussi«>n. On 1 hrrch 1935, he was made Commander 

of the Air Forces; in this pesitien he played the foremost role 

in planning the inüiscriidin^to bombing cf such cities as Rotterdam 

in ley 1940, ; no numerous Lnglish cities, above '11 London, from 

tho summer cf 1940 cn. 

Since the first phe so of 7-werpon operations was under 

Luftwaffe (Air Force) jurisdiction, hu holds similar responsibility 

es Commander in Chief ef tho Air Forces fer the terroristic use of 

tho Vegeltungswcffo (VI end V2 bombs) against non-military object­

ives. In this capacity, ho shares responsibility for numerous 

incidents involving treatment of Allied mil it.' ry personnel In 

violation cf rules o.i international low, end, more specifier lly 

for tho shooting ef Allied airmen» 

The defendant was the Nazi leader who, on 11 march 1933, 

threatened an immediate invasion of Austria unless Schuschnigg 

resigned within two hours. At the tine of the Munich crisis, 

Groering participated in the Nasi Campaign of propaganda and 

terror igainst the Czechoslovak Government and people which was 

calculated to inti.mid.8te foreign governments and public opinion 

and to drive German'public opinion to a fever pitch. It was he 

who backed up the Fuehrer in his decisions, as early as 1938, to 

undertake aggressive war against the objections of Army and 

2k/ New York Times, 9 June 1945. 
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Navy. 
21/ 

Tho defendant was at^ointca Coi-niissionor oi tLc Four Yeer Plan 
36/ 

on It October 1936. In this position ho played the ^oy role in 

the mobilization and conversion of German incustry for production 

of war materials. •orcsioont of tuo Reichst .rke nermann ^oering, 

ho• also aided tho centralization en a rationalisation of German 

production for war purposes, 

Tut defendant played a conspicuous pert in oho innumerable 

crises committed oy tho Nazis against the inhabitants of Occupied 

Countries: first, in his position es Commissioner of the hour 
i 

Year Plsn; second, as Chairman of tho Ainistei-iel Council for the 
21/ 

Defense of the Reich (i t>-nointed 30 August 1939); and third, as 

organizer end Chit f of the Heichswerke Hermann Got.ring, A decree 

'signed by Hitler, Gearing himself and Lempers, dated 1? October 1940, 

prolonged until 1944 tho commission given to Gooring by tho decree 

1 . of 1C October lc>36, "with üecial commission to tdact it (i.e. the 
J. \P., 

Four Year Plan) uo tho demands of the war.;: A h'itlor decree of 

12 October 1939, extended Goering's jurisdiction in the planning 

and coordination of German economic life of bhe General Govern-

22/ 
Clont. Another Litl^r decree issued during the summer oi 1941 

concerning ;7Tho Exploitation oi tho Occupied Eastern Territories 
40/ 

for the German »ar hffort;; Lüde Ce,.rint responsible for tho 

effectivo realization oi war economic measures in the occupied Zt 

Simile r responsibility lor exploit? tion oi tho uccupied .«"est 

is s ssia.md by tho_ ̂d efo_ncjSj.it | by^ a efer̂ . 
?y Heus Zllri'oiier %eltung>.' 25 April T$'k5\ referring to iteuter 

correspondent,' D, Campbell, 
__6/ Decree on the Execution of che Four Year Plan, IS October 1936, 

, RGBl, I. 887), 
37/ Edict oi tho Fuehrer concerning the Establishment of akmister-
al Council for the Defense'of the Reich. 30 Aug.1939 (RGBl,I, 1539). 
RGBl, 1,1395. 39/ RGBl, 1,2077. 40/ Ref.to this decree is'möde in a 

..ring decree of T5 Aug. 1941, püb. in Herresverodnungsblstt. Vol.23, 
Wo. 5.0, 5 September 1941. 
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of the four xi.ar Plen on 26 August 19A-0, 

In edel t ion, GOG ring, es Corsnlssioner for the .r'our Year Plan, 

exercised authority over tho idLlitcry enci eivilien occupation 

authorities ziit \,c.s responsible for such eppointiüonts es that of 

Dr. Hans F3AKII es Commissioner Gonertl for the four i'eer Plen in tho 

Government General. The exploitation of foreign labor in both 

Occupied Lurope end Ger*.jEny proper was pieced c'irectly under Goering 

by e decree of 2i+ April 1942, uissolvin£ the labor supply division 

of the -;our Year Plen Office ca: establishing the off lot, of Delegate 

42/ 

General, who submitted proposec labor laws ör noeificetions to hi:n. 

As head of the Reichswerke Hermann Goering,, the defendant 

wielded the pri&ary instrument for the Geiv^anization of industry in 

the territories occupied and annexed by G-t.ri.any. 

The defendant, in his various kovernnentel' capacities, was the 

recipient of stolen property, in the for;i of art treasures end other 

illegally confiscated property, He elso received K.oney fron private 

industries whose interests h^ represented and favored es President 

of tho Reichstag eric in oth^r officiel cepecities. 

41/ Quoted in Ilor-ir±{i^T_j^_jlirt3chf:ftsges^tzgebung, p. 728. 

42/ Reichssrbeits'blatt, 1942, I, 2.57. 

http://G-t.ri.any

