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FUWE servec until 1230 es editor of the Berliner Bossenzeitung,
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alist Party anc¢ supported by the Relchswehr., When dismissed from
the paner bLecause ol corrupt deeslings, he becene IHitler's Lcononic
Advisor, e was Chalrucn of the nconomic Council &nd division chief
in the Central virectorate of the NSDAP., In 1932, he was elected to
the Reichstay on the NSDAP ticket., e used his intimete connections
with leacing tusinessmen 1o secure for the NSDAP the support of big
business end thus wes one of those chiefly respbnsible for the
Perty's seizure of nower.

On 30 Janusry 1933, Funk wes anpointed Presg Chief of the
Reich Goveramert enc¢ on 13 l.arch 1933, Undersecretary in the Reich
Ilinistry of Propagence end ZEulightemment headed by Goebbels, 1In

1

cle for government press relcases

these cenacities he wasg resvonsi

of international isrortance; citer @ reorganization of the
Pronaganda :.inistry, his contrcls were extendel to cover
acvertising, comcereial exhibits end fairs., An Advertising
Board of the German Leconory weas set up enc ueeded by Funk.
funk elso pecanie head of the newiy estatlished Reich'Broad-

casting Compeny, vice-nresicent of the fllmkroditbenk and of

v

the Reich Chamber of Culture, anda by anpointient of Goering,
menmber of tues Prussiasn State Council., He continued to report

reculerly to liitler and took peart ex officio, in &ll cabinet ;
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meetings. Throughout this period of his cereer, the defendent
utilized his journslistic experience and abilities to nropagan-
dize¢ lazil economic doctrinc,

Farly in 1937, Funk receivcd the Golden NSDAP Bedge end
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was appointed Schacht's successor as Reich liinister of Lconomics

(15 Jenuery 1938). A year lster, he beceme President of the
Reichsbank and head of the Golddiscontbznk (20 Januery 1939).

The I.inistry of Iconouwics was cxpanded to include the edministration
of most of tho¢ controls cstablished by Goering es Oclegsate for

the Four Yeer Plan; on 14 Decerber 1938 CGoering cherged runk
spceially with thc resnonsibility for issulng ell Circctives
necessary to lncreesce the volume of nrocuction in the German
gconony. In August 1939 the ecd¢rinistretive preperations ror wer

were completod through osteblishient of the kinistoriel vouncil

for thc Defensce of the reiel intended to serve as war cebinct,
funk weas eppointed e meiber of the wdinisterial Councll and was mede
‘Plenipotentiery for Econcmy, & position which emcompassed his

powers as idnister of Zconomics and Reichsbenk President and which
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cerecs countoermending the ¢xisting law,

—

gave him power to issuc
In his capecity as Goneral Cormission.r for Zconomcis,

'ff  member of the Ministcriel Couneil for Tefonsc of the Reich and of

Q_g the Contrel Planning Board, Funk oxirciscé greet influence over
~ the formulation of the Germen policicvs carricd out in the Relich

and in occunicd countrics; &as heed of the wsinistry of LEconomics
anc presidont of the Reichsbenk, hoe impluzentoed these policics
through acdministretive fots,

Until 1943 he was in suprorie control of Ger..en busincss

acting unccer Gooring's circetives where the cgenda of the four

Year Plen was concoerncd. ilis powers as rReleh wdnister of

Eeonomics included control over currcncy, bsnking end insuraice;
mining enc incustriel precduction; the orgenization of busincss;
foreign oxchange controls; forcign trede (in conjunction with the

Foreign Officce); cartuls; wholesale and reteil tradce; and statistics.,
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The Iinistry of Leonomics opcratcd the Rudchsemt flr Wirtschafts-

ausbeu which organizc¢d ti. cxpension of scleeted war industrics;

the Provinciesl IEconoric QOifices (u&L cwi TuSChﬂ;bcthLr) which

controlled distribution of consumer goods, coel end nower; the

. PN . 7
rining offices (Bergemter); ead the Reichsstellen which con-

trollced the distribution cf industrisl raw meterials., The kinistry

of w.conomics helcd suthority over the commission appointed before

or ¢itor the outbroeak of war to control incdustricl nroduction in

sclected incustrics end the utilization of salvege meteriels; the

Relchsvercinigungon, sun.r cartcls organized to strengthen govern=--
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ment controls over specific industrics; tie Couwpulsory urgani-
zations of the Lignite Incustsy s<t up to finance prcduction o

synthetic gasoline; the Ixewining Boerds (Brlifungsstellen) which

COdTrOlle vXportation; the cuntrel institution of the scvings
benk systeiy; all public benks and rortgege banks; and the Geruman
Cliaring Dank. The Defendent's linistry cxereilsced supreme coantrol

over the corporative organization of ell Ger.en cconowy. This

includced: the Netionsl Economic Cheambor (Roichswirtschaftskcmmer);

the LReichsgrunpen and their constituont Jirtscheftszgruppen and

Fachgrunpen, which reproescntod the functionel orgenizetion of

busin.ss; thce Chembers of Commerce, Chambers of Industry and
Trade, and Chambers of Mandicreft all of which were leter nerged
into thc CGeu Iconomic Chembers roenroscnting the regionsl orgunlza-
tion of busiacss,

In his capecity e€s presicoent of the Relchsbenk, Funk was
in cherge of the adminstration of gold and cxchenge revserves under
Cerrmen control; the issuance of currency and the extension of
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crcdit fecilities; the stock merkets and the moncy markets; and
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affiliatcd institutions of the Reichsbank, nemcly the Golddiskont-

benk whick subsidizcd cxprorts, the Loaversionskasse for forcign

debts, the Germen Clearing 3enk (Doutsche Verrcchnungskesse) which
cngeged in intornetional payments and trensfers, end tho

Relchskreditkasse which issucd occupation currency.

: In the roorganizetion of the Germany cconoicic controls

of 1943, Funk's powers were roGuced. Iic rolingquished o o cr the
control over industricl production end ellocetion of rew metcerials,
Aﬁ the semc time, howover, ho geined control over the financc
hinistry.

In Septermbor 1943, Funk was appointced member of the Contrel

Plenning Board, & group of kuy mcn ccting ¢s Suprceme Pleuning

ggeney for the Geraen cconomy. This board wes the centrel agoncy

for the plenning of the Germen wor cconomy. It decided upon the

allocetion of quote&s; the utilization of businesses in occupicd toer-
\
ritoricvs; the importetion and utilizetion of foruign lcborers, cte.
The @ofendent boars responsibility for the overthrow of the

“,

Weimer Republic; for the fincncing of reeminnicnt €nd cconomic

preperation for the @r; end for the nurscuction of Gerasn Jewry,

-He 1s purticlly rosponsiblce for tie orgenization end finencing

of thc German war cffort, cnd for the ccoaoiic snoiliction of

Gorien occupicd countrics,
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