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Defendant KARL DOENITZ 

(Neumann rough.draft, unedited) 

O 

DOENT'TZ bears r e spons ib i l i t y for the i l l e g a l rebui lding of;;; 

the German üavy and/or i t s lawless and t e r r o r i s t i c acts a g a i n s t ' 

the Allied Forces and against the countries occupied or annexäd ','• 

by Germany. In 1935, he was appointed commanding officer of the.'-; 

Weddigei submarine f l o t i l l a , the f i r s t German U-boat unit to be / 

openly formed ind i rec t v io la t ion of the Treaty of Versa i l l e s . 

in trv. saa e year he was appointed Commander-in-Chief of the 

submarine arm (Führer der Unterseeboote). He organized the \ 

U-boat f l e e t into s ix f l o t i l l a s , which by January 1939 contained-

68 moacrn vessels 

As Commander-in-Chief of U-boats he directed the recruitment 

t r a in ing and t ac t i c s of the U-boat f l e e t , and in this capacity 

was respons ible f or; 

1) The erect ion of U-boat bases in occupied count r ies , 

and the consequent exp lo i ta t ion of property and 

c iv i l i ans in these a reas ; 

2) The torpedoing of neu t ra l merchant - shipping without 
f 

warning or al l-wing time for evacuation of those' aboard;, 

3) The sinking of hosp i ta l sh ips ; 

4) The shooting of submarine crews of Allied seamen l e f t 
*• 

swimming in the water a f te r the sinking of the i r ships., m 

l/ Docnitz, Karl , Die U-bootswaff c, Mit t ler cc Sohn, Ber l in , 

2nd ed i t ion , 1939. 
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As' Commander-in-Chief of the submarine arm,- the defendant 

was au thor i zed t o take p a r t in Reich Cabinet meetings d e a l i n g 

with the p r e p a r a t i o n and m o b i l i z a t i o n of üormany fo r aggress ive 

war. Thus he p a r t i c i p a t e d d i r e c t l y i n the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 

d e c i s i o n s l e a d i n g t o Germany's rearr.iair.ent in v i o l a t i o n of the 

/'Treaty of V e r s a i l l e s . 

The de fendan t ' s j u r i s d i c t i o n over and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y for the 

r t r a i n i n g and ope ra t i on of the German JNavy were extended by h i s 

appointment , on30 January 194.5, to t h e rani: of Grand Admiral 

(Grossadmiral) and Commander-in-Chief of the German Navy. 

' .Besides r e t a i n i n g h i s func t ion as Commander-in-Chief of 

•submarines , he, assumed the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y for s t r a t e g i c p lanning 

*$OP dÜLjftKVlLl ma t t e r s w i th in the High Command of the Armed Forces 

m.(OKW)» Command of naval u n i t s occupying Norway, Denmark, F rance , 
•• 

Belgium, the Ne the r l ands , I t a l y , Greece, and the Black Sea and 

B a l t i c Sea a reas imp l i ca t e s the defendant in the occupat ion 

p o l i c y exe rc i s ed in these a reas and the use of these f o r c e s , in 

v i o l a t i o n of the r u l e s of land and sea w a r f a r e , for suppress ing 

c i v i l i a n popu l a t i on and warding off A l l i ed invas ions . -

Upon r e c e i v i n g the rank of Commander-in-Chief of the 

German Navy i n 1943, the defendant became a member of the Sec re t 

Cabinet Counci l , and in t h i s of f ice played a prominent ro le in 

the concept ion and means of execu t ion of a l l German p o l i c i e s for 

i n t e r n a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n and s e c u r i t y , e x p l o i t a t i o n of occupied 

t e r r i t o r i e s , and achievement of m i l i t a r y o b j e c t i v e s , 

http://rearr.iair.ent
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Though forb idden by law to be a member of the Nazi p a r t y 

and the Armed Forces at the s01:10 t i n e , the defendant was 

i n s t r u m e n t a l , as Cordana e r - i n - C h i e f of U-boats and Commander-in-

Chief of the German ^avy, in the i n d o c t r i n a t i o n of hi3 commands 

with ^azi p r i n c i p l e s and ideo logy , and for the issuance of 

orders t o s en io r Naval o f f i ce r s a u t h o r i z i n g i d e o l o g i c a l t r a i n i n g 

1/ 
for members of the German Navy« His own o f f i c i a l speeches were • 

• . • 

directed toward inspiring all Germans with unquestioning 

2/ 
obcdic nc0 to the Führer . 

When the defendant b:came Chancel lor of Germany on 1 may 
y 

1945, he cont inued porsonna l ly and allowed members of his 

succes s ion government t o continue spread ing ^az i propaganda. 

1 / SEE s e c r e t communication of the Naval High Command, OKM/AMA/ 
WF.E Nr.15644 Chefs, Gekados. j ; 

2 / Deutsches Nachr ichten Büro, 12 March 1944 

3 / North German None S e r v i c e , 1 May 1945, monitored by BBC 


