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\ THE GLSTAPO (DIE GEHEIME STAATSPOLIZEI)

a, The Gestapo (Diec Gegeime Staatspolizel or Secret State
Police) was created by the Nazi conspirators immediately after
the accession of the NSDAP to power in the Reich as a weapon for the
terrorization and QUPPAGSQIOH of all persons, groups and elements
consiéered hostile to th. policies and theories of the Nazi regime.
By & law of the Prussian State Ministry of 26 April 1933, promulgated
by the defendent Goering as Prime kinister of Prussia, &nd by im-
plementing executive decree of tho seme date, issued by the defendant
Goering as kinister of the Interior of Prussia, a Secret State
Police (Geheime Stestspolizeil or Gestapo) was created in Prussia to
investigate and combet all tendencies hostile to the state and to
act in all matters of political crimes. Similer orgenizations were
set up in all other Linder in the Reich under the control of
Reichsfuehrer SO Heinrich Himmler s Politische Polizeikommandeur
der L¥nder. The Gestapo was established es the supreme political
police power in Prussia by a law of 10 February 1936 promulgated
by the defendant Goering es Prime hinister of Prussia and by the
defendant Frick as Reich linister of the Interior and by implement-
ing executive decrec of the seme date issued by the same defendents,
Under this law and decrce the power and jurisdiction of the Gestepo
to investigate and combst sll téndencies inimical to the State,
to collect political inteclligence, and to administer the concentra-
tion c¢amnswere redefined and its decrees znd acts were declered valia
throughout the Reich end rot subjcet to judicisl review. All
Gestano agencies in Germeny were consolidated under the Jurisdicetion
of the Reich in June 1G36 tHroawh the creetion of the new post of
Chef der deutschen Polizei (Chicf of the Gorman Police), the appoint-
mentto the position of Gcinrich Eimmler, then Dcputy Ohlef of the-
Prussian Gestapo and commander of the Co tepo in-ell other Lénder
and the combining by Himmler of all Gestepo and criminel police in
Germany into a single branch of the Reich police, the Sicher- - SR
heitspolizei (Sceurity Police). In September 19;9, when all the ‘
princinal security policc and intelligence scrvices of the Party
and State were joined to form the Reich Main Security Office
(Reichssicherheitshauptant), the Gestepo became £mt IV (Department IV,
of the Reichssicherheitsha uptamdt., \

n. Orlglnally established on the basias of separate rcgional
forces, attached in some degree to the gencral police system, the
Gestapo became an independent centralized, uniform Reich organiza-
tion opereting through a vast network of regional headquarters
throughout Germany end ia conquercd and occupiled territories outside
Germany. Ite officiaels and operstives were seclected on the basis
of unconcitional acceptance of Newi ideology, largely drawn from .
members of the SS, end were specially trained in schools for SS and i
5D personnel, i

-

¢. The Gestapo acted to suppress and eliminste all tendencies,
groups, organizations, end incividuesls hostile or potentially .
hostile to the principles of National Socialism, the Nazi Party, 1ts
leaders and objectives, to lmplswbnt and assist in carrying out
Nozi racisl policies ageinst those not of "German blood,™ and
to detect and repress @ll resistance or potentiel resistance to
German control in occunied territories outside Germany. In
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of such persons es it do

of occupied territorics, unlowiully seized end
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performing these functions, it opureted Lreo from lougel control
and judicisl rcview, toking ¢ny messures it deumcd noecosseary for
its mission. At its discrction it ordercd th: rrrest ond
confincicnt in conceatrovicon comms without judicicl nrocoess

med hostile te the Nizl reogime or
othcrwise undesiredle, ond controileé the relecse of persons

280 confincd from such crrnmg, It utilizoé third degree muthods
. of interrogrtion, rnd ill tricted, torturcéd end murdercd nrisoncrs,

It unlewfully scized ond confisceted or destroyed privete
pronerty nd nocscssions., Tooothoer with the L0 ead units of the
S5 it served €8 @ principel moeins of control end exploitction
rurderecd hosteges,
deported large segments of the ponulction of such territories

s and perticineted in the norsecution, despollm-nt and extermination

of persons aot of "Germen blood,"




