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the S3 into an elite, absolutely 
conformity with this directive, 
few hundred men in 1929, to 

ucellor of the Reich in 193 3, and 
to more than 250,000 in September 1939. Membership in the SS 
»was entirely voluntary. Applicants wore carefully selected in 
accordance with Nazi physical, racial and political theories, 
ond fully trained and indoctrin<tod in ifezi ideology end in 
methods of violence and brutality. Through those methods of 
selection end training the SS was made the elite organization 

if no. tii ruthlc and. of tho Party, composed of the mo 
unscrupulous ITazis, oledgod to uncompromising cbedience to 
Kitlor. It W P S organized on a military basis and was a uniformed 
privets Army of the Nazi conspirators. On 20 July 1934, it was mac: a independent 
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b. During the period dlately orecoooi.no the accession 
in 1933,' tho 33 wc s employed by tho Nezi of the NSDAP to power 

conspirators ,,s one of tin. terroristic regencies to create disorder 
ond intimidate end destroy political opponents.- Immediately after 
Hitler became Chancellor öf the Reich, it was similarly employed 
to subvert free populaz elections rnd to suppress by force and' 
violence opponents and potential oapononts of the Nazi regime. 

c_. After the cccession of the Nazi conspirators to power, 
agencifes of the £5 together with agencies of the Stats were'con­
solidated into a unified regressive police force r nd through such 
consolidation the 33 acquired domination - nd control of all internal 
security anc oolitic;:], intelligence agencies in the Reich, In 
1933, the Nazi conspirators created a beeret btate Police (Pie 
Geheime Staatspolizei or Gestapo), tht functions :. nd activities 
ol which are mort fully described in paragraph of this indict-
ment. At ; bout the same time there was erected as a department 
or f-goncy oi the 33 wo intelligence end espionage system, known 
as the Sicherheitsdienst des Reichsfuehrer öS (the 3D), the 
functions arid activities of which ore wer. fully described in - c 11 v i t i i. s oi 
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the 33, v»as entirely cemposec of xeliable SS members, Beth the 
3JJ and the'Gestf po worked ii) close collaboration to investigate 
auo detect &11-events, tendencies and individuals actually or 
potentially hostile oo the Nezi regime tod to repress ond destroy 
all its enemies. In Juno 1930, Heinrich Himmler, then Reichs--
fuehrer-SS, was appointed Chief ol the German Police by Hitler, 
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control the operations of the 
end the SD. In 1939 formal consolide-
end intelligence functions was effected 

' nlacing the criminal police, the Gestapo, and the SD in a newly 
,eated department, Roiohssichorhoithauutamt (Department of 
tional Security) under Kimniler as ReichsfUehrer-SS and Chief 
9the German police. Through its agency the SD, and its collabor-
ion with and control over the Gestapo, the oS is responsible 
r repressive and terroristic police and espionage activities 
'thin Germany,, including, among other matters, imprisonment 
thout judicial process, torture and murder of opponents and 

ote.ntial opponents of. the iiazl regime, despoilment and persecu-
\on of persons not of "German blood,1' suppression of dissemination 
'' information end expression of free opinion, and establishment of 
complete totalitarian system over Germany, 

full-time oS units, 
id Formations) were 

jp'ci, In addition to its police end espionage activities, the 
/acted as the principal agency for the administration of con-
n.tration camps. Beginning in 1933 specif 
riown. as SS Totenkopf Verbände (Death's Kcz 
cat od from selected SS volunteers to act as guards for 
ncentratioh camps. Thereafter the SS assumed and exercised 
"Ybrol over the entire internal administration of concentration 
ips:, both within Germany and'in conquered end occupied torri-
ries, Including the furnishing and supervising of camp 

ersonnel, the establishment of policies as to the treatment 
inmates, the control of labor and industrial undertakings 

arried on by inmates, the disposal of the products of such 
r, and official contacts between the camps and those outside 

hrough its functions in this ••respect the SS is responsible for 
he exploitation, degradation, torture and murder of hundreds of 
iOusands of persons. 

e_. Together with other para-military organizations, the SS 
tsi'vusod by the Nazi oonsniretcrs after their accession to power 
jâ  method of developing military training and increasing the 
,eof the armed forces in violation of the limitations on the 

In Army established by the Treaty of Verseillos. In addition Die 
vh i c h \ /e r e m i 1 i. t a r y i n c ha r a c t c r, there 

of armed, garrisoned, 
regular SS formation 
e established, beginning' in 1933, regiments 

time SS troops, composed of specially selected and trained 
.volunteers, known as SS-'Verfugungstruppen (General Service 
ops). These forces and other armed SS units participated in 
invasion of Austria in March 1933, in the seizure of Czecho-

on Poland in Sentember larch 1939, and in. the et tack 
of 9. Thereafter the size and number •rmed SS units 

";£dily increased and all became known collectively 
len ;ne SS consisting in 1944 of over twenty full divisions. 
j|Waffen SS participated in the waging cf aggressive war against 

others, Belgium, Holland, Luxembourg, Prance-, Greet 
Russia, Greece and the United State In the course 



of such war, the Waffen So committed atrocities against military; 
end civilian personnel, tortured and murdered prisoners of war 
and the civilian-inhebitents of occupied territory, wentonly 
destroyed cities, towns and villrges, unlewfully killed hostages 
and plundered public and privat;, property, 

f. The So, through-its aguaci.es, departments and forma­
tions, and other agencies, dapartments and organizations 
cffilleted with or controlled by it, inducing, among others, 
the Reichssicherheithauptamt, the Gestapo, the Sicherheitdienst, 
end the "Yaffen SS, a er formed security poli.ee duties in-terri­
tories conquered or occupied in the course of the aggressive wars 
referred to in che proceeding subparagraph. As such it served as 
a principal instrument cf the Nazi conspirators in tne control and 
exploitation of such territories. In the performance of this 
function it imprisoned,•deported, tortured and murdered hundreds - . 
of thousands of persons, unlawfully seized and murdered hostages, 
wantonly destroyed property and exploited and enslveed large 
segments of the population of such, territories. 

i3_. From the time of its formation the SS served as one-
of the principal instruments for planning, disseminating and 
carrying cut the racUl, biologiccl, eugenic end population 
doctrines of the Kazi Party. It selected its members on the 
basis of Nazi theories of racial purity, and indoctrinated them v 

in theories of the superiority of "German blood1' end the 
inferiority of other reces. It disseminated generally prop­
aganda directed toward the persecution and annihilation of 
those not of "German blood,5' the encouragement ol illegitimacy 
and the destruction of churches and church doctrines. It 
formulated plans for the deportation end extermination of 
peoples in conquered territories anc the resettlement of areas 
thus depopulated by persons of "German blood." 

h. The S3 extended its influence and control throughout 
the NSDAP and the State by conferring membership and high rank 
in the SS upon important governmental and Party officials 
and by securing the appointment of its members to positions 
of importance in the State. Acting through its members as 
representatives in important ministries in the Reich, in 
official positions in local government, in industry and trade, . 
in Statu and Party egencies end organizations, the SS participated 

; in the planning and execution of all phases of the conspiracy. 
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