THE 5D (SICHERIEITSDIZNST)

The SD (Sicherheitsdienst de Reichsfuehrer Sb, or Security Service
of the Reichsfuehrcr SS) wes the intelligence and espionage system used -
by the conspirators, in conjunction with executive egencies such as the @&
Gestepo, for the nurpose of esteblishing and meinteining totalitarian
domination over Gormeny end cccunied territories. It wes established
in 1932 by order of the iflelchsfuehrer S5, Heinrich Himmler, &s a special
intelligence cection of thz HS, comnosed of S5 men of unquestioned
loyalty to the Party. In June 1934, by order of mitler, all other
intelligence agencies in the (I5DAP were dissolved and tlieir members
were trensferred to the 8L, which then became the exclusive -political
intelligence snd inforimetion service of the MoDAP, In June 1936 the
head of the 5D, Reinhard Feycrich, wes avpointed Chief of the Sicher-
neitspolizel (becurity Police), thus uniting the oD under the same
cormand with the Gestupo and the keich crixinel police. By decree, of
the defendant Frick, Seich iinister of the [nterior, in November 1938,
She SD wees <Zcclarcet to be an _utuillgenc regency serving both the Party
NG the State and was oriered to PQWluboraue with the Gichérheitspolizei
und to keep the latter constently informed on matters of police and
*rcurjty interest. In Leptawber 12939, ’le 5D was combined with the
>riminal police an¢ the Gaostepo in the nywly=-crested +ASHA, the
ieichsicherheitshauptamt (¢cich sSceurity Hsed Osfice) under Himmler as
Reichsfuehrer 0 end Cliief of the CGermen Police., Personnel of the 5D
was assigned to Amt ITI of i3LiA, the internsl intelligence section, and
to Amt VI, the esplonegc and sabotuage uection,for foreign countries.

The primery function of the Su was to collect, and to furnish to
the chtupo UHJ te officials of the S5, the Party ond the State, infor-.
wetion, data end guidence nocessuiy to &gtbct, suppress and eliminate
all thQCDCib groups, oreenizations end 1i a1v10uals, both in bermany
and in OCPUerQ tcrritorlgw Gezred to be hostile or potentially hostile
to the Nazil regine., It conuwvtta of & Torce of regularly employed g
nersonnel, selected from moubers of the S5 on the basis of absoclute
Loyalty to Nezi cims, which MUUCero(d end coordinated the work of
thousancs oi part-time sgents and inlorrors. TLrough this espioneage
system the 5D kent constent check on DOlLthh ., culturel, religious,
;ducationel, econoric, end &ll other sohercs of Geransn life, including
che activities and ;0"“lt1« of Stste and Perty officisls and of the
sersonnel of the eriminsl “ﬁiivc ¢nd Ce-tano., It operated in collaboras.
vion with the Sicherhecitspolizel (Security Police), suvplying the materi
on the kesis of which the ubstmno end criminal nolice acted and guiding
md perticipeting in such sctions. In occunied territories it functione.
vith the uLCbuTPFlfSDCllZvl and units of the s as mart of a unified
olice Torcc under 85 cemmend serving es e principal instrument of the
‘&zl consplrctors in controlling end exnloiting such territories, It
articipatea in the planning ¢nd cerrying out of Nezi nolicies to resett
ccupied territorice, to cvacuave the inhebitants of such territories
nd to 2anikilate inhebitonts not of "Germeén blood,"

In the performance of its functiong, #nd in collaboretion with
'he Gestearp o, the crininal rolice and with other &gencles, cepartments




D

ind orgenizetions, it is responsible for planning, assisting in end
3xecuting repressive and terroristic mcesurcs in Germeny and in oceupied
territories, including sunpression of free public expression, im-
drisomnment without jucicial process, torture, persccution of racial
wlnoritics, mistreatuent and exscution of prisoncrs of war, murder, and
leportation, cnslavement and extermination of inhabitents of occupicd
.erritori:s,




