: /D 5?<$,¢{5§

19 November 1948

MEMORANIDUM to the Planning Committee
FROM Commander Donevan

1. Referring to the assignmente of trial counsel set forth in
your undated memorandum entitled "Order of Proof of ths United States Case
as Generally Appreved by the Plamming Committes,' and to the memorandum ef
Mr. Justice Jacksen dated 14 Nevember 1945, under sach of which I am
responsidble for visaal presentation and motion pioture evidemce, I wish
to submit to the Committse my presemt plan for the handling of these
responsibilities as a member of your trial staff.

This dlvides into two phases:
a) Zyidentiary Charts

These charts we have preparpd by working with the various see-
tions. They are sither (i) smuthenticated by defendsnts, witnessens,
eto. (6. g.y Fazi Party chart authenticated by Schwarsz, Party
Treasursr), (11) copied from official Nasi handbooks (s. g., one
on "Hitler Youth"), efficial documents (e. g., "the coffin chars*),
ete., or (111) clearly established by such dsta as official German
decress, otc. (8. g., "the German Government"). We now have such
charts on every aspect of the case.

These charts are handled at trial exclusively by the particular
trial counsel in charge of that aspect of the case. Soms apparently

plan to pass them up te the Tribunal; others are attaching them to
their briefs.

Arrangements have been made with Colonel Dostert's translation
utiit under which properly translated charts will be availadle for
the Tribunal, the other prosecutors, the press, eto.

b) Z2rial Exhibite

These are the large panels to be exhibited in the courtroom
during the trial. Some are simplified versions of the evidentiary
charts (e. g.s & simplified version of the Nasi Party chart, also
illustrating the Fuehrer Prinaiple), others ars summations of matters
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to be proved by oral, documentary and phetegraphic evidence
{e: g-o "The Aggressions of Germany”). Zach panel is 60%
long by 80" hizhi the eharts have ome, two or thres panels.

The use of these exhibits will be determined by the

trial counsel in charge o¢f the particular aspeoct of the cass,
wvhom I will assist by making certain that the exhidits (whiech
wvhen in final form are held in a special roem adjoining my office
down the hsll from the courtroem) are resdy and are put in place
at the proper xomemt. 1 have also discussed with cartain ef

the coungsael ths uze of some exhibits st several Aiffersat dut
equally pertinent parts of the trial.

In line with a suggestion by Celone) Sterey, wo are
arranging to have the exhibits never on view until the proper
moment (either behind a curtain or, in soms cases necessarily,
brought from the judgs's robing room and speedily paut in place).

The entire foregolng progranr is well in hand, with a large
part of it conpleted and the remainder of the work preceeding on
an sixzteen-hour-a~day basis. We have established ths preper
prierities which ahould assure that each deadline will be met.

Our recommendation having bLeen approved, that these exhibits
be in English with small repreductiens availadle in tho other
languages, we have made proper arrangaments on this with Colonel
Dostert's office.

Of the staff working on these matters, many are military
persounel who, ae soon as they retura to the United States, under
a speclal order are to Ve dlacharged from the Army %o eater the
State Department as part of its new Presentatien Unit. To 4o this
they must be home in Decembar, at the end of whieh ths special
order expires. They will net leava, however, until the entire
prograu is completed about 1 Decenber. They must then leave and
the civilians will remain as & compact reserve unit to turn out
any emsrgency Jebs whioh may arise. All will leave at the end
of the Amaerican part of the presscutien.



A. @eneral Plan

The general plan fer presestatien of the motion pleture evidence
is based upon the premise that because the films epeak for themselves,
the introduction eof them sheuld be as simple and brief as pussidle.

fhe films will be intreduced at vhatever stage of the trial the
Planaing Committee dirsets. The filme, supporting affidavits and
(in reserve) our expert witnesses, will be on hand. I will mske a
simple introdwctory statement (eme paragraph) which I shall submit
in advance to the Committes. Therse will be &istributed threughout
the ecuriroom a soript ef the film, properly translated, containing
all narratien on the sound track and any ether matter which should de
translated ever the IBM system (e. g., German newspaper headlines in
the "Nasi Plan®). 7This and the films will have baon previocusly re-
viewsd By the interprelers, under arrangements with Colomel Dostert's
effice, so that they can keep up with the film narration.

A% the end of the film, if any arguments are made dy defense
counsel or any questions are asked by the Tribunal, (a) if the gues-
tions or arguments periain te the particular aspect of the case in
proof of which the f£ilm is submitted, thsy would be amswered by the

articular trial counsel in charge of that aspect of the case, and
{b) if the quasstions or arguments pertain te the film itsslf, 1ite
naking, eta., they weuld be answered Dy me.

Each of the films will be pre-viewed by defense counsel st a
seesion to be attended by a repressntative of the Committes, the
counsel in charge ¢f the particulsr part of the caese, and the under-
Ii‘n.do

B. Motion Picture EPvidonge
The films which may be offered in evidence are the following!?

1. Goncentrafion Canng! You are all familiar with this fila.
Ve have just completed its final revision and it is now in
the Berlin ladoratories, which are working in three eight-
hour shifts of German civiliane. The principal changes are
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(a) the dropping of two weak P¥ camps segquences, and
(b) the adding of some new-—and excellent--Mauthausen
soverage, in whioh formerly we had only the shots of
Lt. Jack Taylor. Thie film is dus back bers en

23 Neovember, wvhich suould give us ample time te
prosent 1it,

We bave the sffidavits %o be wasd 2nd also certain
oxiibits which we have mads ocut of matsrials shown
in the f£ilm sejnenne on Buchenwald (human skin hides
with tatooed designs and a shrunken human head) to be
exhibitad after the film has besn shown.

Hy Judgment is that thle film should bs used in trial
at the cpaening of ths concentration amp case.

2. §9=[ilzed Copceptratiep Camp

This 4{s =n 8 mm. strip which runs for aboust »
ninute and a half. It s, in my opinion, the mes$
gruesons evidence I have seen.

My Judgment is that this be put in evidence at
the very end of the case on aoncentration campa. (Ve
vill move {nto ths gourtroom an 8 mm. projector en a
soall table and a portable soreen). It is my furthar
Judgmant that the filam is ee shert that we should ask
the Tridunal'e permiseion to run it twize se that all
of ths ovidence is seen (certain of the scencs are com~
plete confusion, with whelesale beatings).

The £1ln has Yeen untouched by wns.
3. 48-Filmed ¥aresy Gheyte

During Garman eccupation of Varsaw, the Nasis
8ecided to make & film on Jewlsl: mieery in the Warsaw

Ghetto. They 414 so, compelling the unfertunate Jews
to partisipate.

Ho Gormane sre seen. im the fila except for a
brief shot of a German military chetographer, apparsntly
everlooked in the eutting, 7o cre told in Farlia that
the eriginal coverage included many shots of 55 men,

but that they wers cut «nd desatroyed on orders from
Goedbbols. ) '



In the film are seen policemen, who administer vicious
beatings. They wear s Star of David on their arme and the
Fazis apparently wished to give the impressien of Jewish
eruslty to Jeswas. In any event, the fact that they staged
the whole thing is established by an affidavit of a Polish
Jew who was there when the film wms made, smd jJust vhat ex-
planation the defense counsel could make of their having
photegraphed Jewish misery during Cerman occupation of Warsaw
is 4ifficnlt to sees.

The film is marked "Tep Seerot" by the Germane (firet
resl opans with that on screen) and we have the original German
bPex in which ths film was kept with "Seeret" on the cutside.

¥y Judgment weuld be that this film sheuld be used at
the end of the emse on the persccution of the Jews.

e have not touched thie film and have the original
available here.

4 Zrial of July 20 Plotters

This is a twenty-minute version of the complets throe-
and-cne~half hour German original. 1t offers evidence of how
a People's Court operated, and conclusively setadlishes the
manner in which Hans Frank wrecked the German Judicial system.
This is wholly apart from the fact that it also has testimeny
of one defendant en how he turned against Hitler after seoing
the murders commitied in Poland.

My recommendation is that this be used aither when ths
case sgainst Frank 4s presented or elee that if at any time
the dsfence counsel get eut of hand and are complaining about
the entire proceedling, we offer to show the Tribunal the Nasi
ecurts in operation.

Thie film is noet finished but will be within about twe-
snd-a-half weeks.

5. The Haxi Plan

Thie film hes not been seen by any of the Committse, although
most of you have veen the materials frem which it is being made.

Vhen completed it will be in two parts and will be designed
as a photographiec summation of the Americen case. Bash part will
be an hour and a half long (enly twenty minutes longer than the
present Concentration Camp film). It is planned to effer the



first part in evidence on the merning of ths last day of the
American case, &llow time for sny argument plus the luncheen
recesw, then begin the second part at 2:00 p. =m.

Without setting forth all the reasons why the fila should
be shown this way, I do wish to say that the plan was made aftey
exhbaustive discussions in our Ihotozraphie Hvidence Branch with
both the ovir-all logal case and motion nioture mattora (sudience
interest, otc.) in mind. ! have yat to hear any compslling argouwent
to the contrary, the sole A1ffioulty to dmta beinz that men
who have teen working >n partisular parts of the case naturally
want to uss, iy thalr part ef the trial, some part or parts of
the film &s evileace. OQur juigment is based on what would be
bost for the over-all ocase.

I would like tc say further that ian the memorandum ef the
Comunittes entitled "Order of Froof of the United States Case us
Generally Approved by the Planning Comuittse™, reference is made
to tho fact that "apecial eemsideration ie being givan" to this
£1lm Ywith the vosaibility that 1t willi be preassuisd in two partet,
I should like to sugzest that when xnext such consideration is
being ziven to the film, wa be called In ccasultation with the
Board so a3 %6 oxnlain in detall the reasons for our Jjuignent.

Sunpayy

Apcroval of the feregoing, or dizeusslon of any part of it,
if necescary, is= respectfully requssted.

Jauss B, Dcrovan
Commander, USNR



