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Occupation: 6A, 2>? 

P o l i t i c a l 
Att i tude: 1-13 

'. ane: ZANGEN, V.ilheln 

kiunali ty: German 

.. jpion* Düsseldorf, Alte Garde Ufer 6/8 

Posi t ions: President of Hannesnann RBhrenwerke, Düsseldorf, 

Head of Roichscruppe Indust r ie (National Group Industry) , 

Deputy Head of the ReichsiArtschaftskaianor (Reich Economic Chamber)s 

I'erabor o£ the Rttstungsrat (Advisory Council on Armaments) under 
Speer, -

Ilesvd of liajrotau3scbu^_^;^hrnacht und Ji^;,emepj.es _ fferjt (Hain 
Committe V/ehrmacht and General Equipment;" of the"~Reich 
Uinis t ry of Armament and V.'ar Production, 

L&raber of the Executive Committee (Präsidium) of the 
Reichsvereinig.uns Eisen, 

Chairman of the Virion- und Stahtoerksgmeinschaft o£ the 
Rei-chsvereinigung Kisen, 

" dato and place: 30 September 1391? Duisburg» 

Fie Linien: Protestant.» 

Family ' l is tory: Zangen i s married to ilarie Eberhard and has several children« 
V 

Education: Zangen served h is apprenticeship a t the August Thyaaenhfltte AG, 
Duisburg-IIanborn, a t the Gjlsenkircliner T3cr^TCrJ^e_s_ellschaft 
and. a t the I".aschinonf abrik ; •-rji Duisburg, a l l three leading "German 
indus t r i a l concerns , 

k and P o l i t i c a l History« There are few men more powerful in the Gorman s t e e l 
industry today than Uilhelra Zangen. He s ta r ted h i s business 
career in the Demag concern, one of the most important German machine 
companies nroducing especia l ly heavy machinery (tiinlng, railvray 

anct di'xuge equipment, etc»)« In 1919 he was appointed Demagog 
Berlin represen ta t ive . In ti l ls posi t ion he was instrumental in 
expandinc the Demag i n t e r e s t s considerably * Among the 
enterpr ises Denan acquired through Zangen5s e f fo r t s i s 
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Carl .Flohr A1_._, one of the largest manufacturers of elevators 
in Germany. About 192i> Zangen becarae a raeiber of the 
Llanagement Board (Vorstand) of Demag. 

After Hitler cane to power Zangen rapid],/ acquired a 
predominant position in German heavy industry and in the 
Nazi administration of German business, having been a member of 
the IJ3DAP since .43.27 and being a wholehearted supporter of 
German expansionism and militarism. In 1934 he resigned from 
the management of Demag (although remaining a member of the 
Board of Directors)""to become President (Vorsitzender des 
Vorstands) of the Hannesmarm Röhrenworke, Düssoldorf, originally 
a tube and sheet metal~conccrr., which developed into one of the 
largest vertical combines of the German steel industry. Under 
Zangen's leadership the Hannesmann Rghrenwerke rapidly expanded 
through the acquisition of important Jewish industrial properties 
vjhich were "aryanized" by the Nazis. The most important 
addition to the I.Iannesmann concern was the Hahnsche V.'erke AG, 
a leading tube and st€«l products concern. Wolf, Hotter £: 
Jacobi AG, and '..I. Stem _AG were likewise taken over by the 
l^nesinann^RShrenYAsrke . Following the Gorman conquests in the 
East and 'Vest in 19Ü9' 'and 19 k O , the Uannesmann combine further 
expanded its holdings in the German occupied territories« 

Zangen personally acquired important industrial positions in 
these years. He is Chairman of the Board of Director.: of several 
large I.Iannesmann subsidiaries, including 

" Kronprinz" AG für Hetall Industrie, Sohlingen Ohlings, 
Hannesmann ROhremverke Komotau AG, Chonutor, Czechoslovakia 
Hannesmann Stahlblechbau AJV Berlin, 
Maschinenfabrik Heer AG, Hünchen-Gladbach, 
Prager Eisen Industrie Gesellschaft, Prague, (full control 

acquired after 193BJ" 

Extending his interests beyond the steel industry, Zangen became 
a member of the Board, of Directors of the following leading concerns 
in other fields; 

AEG (Allgemeine Elektrizitätsge3e_llschaft), the second 
largest electro-technical combine in Germany, 

Salzdethfurth AG, Berlin, the second lajPg«tt German potash 
concern, which also operates important copper, salt and 

lignite works, 

Schiess AG, Dttsselfort, a large machinery manufacturing 
company, 

T.^stfälisch Anhaltische Sprengstoff.A^,PJi?.mÄ?.9.^...Z^.r:::,.^r-^-
B*erlin, leading manufacturers of all .sorts of chemicals, 
particularly explosiveSj 

Deutsche Revisions und Treuhand _AG.__3erlln, owned principally 
"'by Vereinigte' Industrie' Unternehmungen AG (VIAG), the 
Reich holding company, 
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Allianz Versicherun^s AG, important in the insurance field, 

Deutsche Dank, the largest German bank, 

Deutsche Reichsbank, 

At the same time that the scope of his industrial interests expanded, 
Zangen acquired a number of key positions in government agencies 
controlling the German economy„ He is Cocnissioner General for 
the Rationalization of German Industry in the Four Year Plan 
(General Bevollmächtigter für die Rationalisierung der Deutschen 
Industrie^ As'head'ofthe Reichsgruppe Industrie' "(National"" 
Group Industry) since 1938, Zangen holds one of the most 
important positions in the corporative organization of German 
business established by the Nazis in 193U» The Reichsgruppe 
Industrie with a large number of VartschaftsgruppenTEronomic 
Groups) subordinated to it, exercises control ovor'all enter­
prises of the German- industry» T̂ urthenracre, Zangen is Deputy 
Head of the ReichswirtschaCtskammer (Reich Economic Chamber), 
which coordinates the activities of the National Groups and 
of the Gavi. Economic ChambersB On the regional level he was-
Vice -President of the Chamber of Industry and Commerce, 
Düsseldorf, until its dissolution in 19i|2 and head of the Stock 
Exchange of the Rhineland and V.'ejtphalia (rteinisch-V.'estfaiische 
Börse), 

Uith the outbreak of war Zangen acquired additional powerful 
positionso He was appointed Head of the Hauptausschuss 
ITehrmaeht und allgemeines Gerät (Hain Committee Liilitary and 
General Equipment) of the Reich Ministry of Armament and v.'ar 
Production, one of Speer' s twenty-one main Committees controlling 
the production of every type of war equipment 0 The Main 
Committee Kilitary and General Equipment has some twonty-five 
subcommitteesj. covering such varied types of equipment as 
optical and precision instruments,array footwear., heating in­
stallations, bicycles, chemical products, etc* lie is also 
member of the Rüstungsrat (Advisory Council on Armaments), 
composed of representatives of the arm;/', navy, airforce, 
industry, and government. This body, however, never 
exercised very important functions <, 

Zangen is a member of the Executive Committee (Presidium) 
of the Reichsvereinigung Eisen (Reich Association Iron), one of 
the supercartels organized by the Nazis in 19 U2 to further 
centralize control over German indjistryo The RelchsvereiniguTig 
Ijisen controls nearly all phases of the steel industry from the 
mining of ore to the wholesale of finished products« Its 
functions include rationalization and increase of production, 
procurement and allocation of raw materials, market regulation, 
price fixing, etc Zangen, furthermore is head of the Eisen- ^ 
und Stahlwerk Gemeinschaft EGGE), a second super-cartel, 
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subordinated to the Reichsvereinigung Eiaen? es tabl ished to 
control s t e e l and ro l l ing ' 'mi l l s arid to coordinate c a r t e l s in t h i s 
branch of the iron and s t e e l industryo In i t s sperre i t 
performs a l l the functions of the Reichsvereinigung Eisen <> 

Summary: As Head of the National Group' Industry and Deputy Head of the 
nat ional Economic Chamber, as Head of the Main Committee 
Mil i tary General Equipment of the Reich Ministry of Armament 
and y&r Production, a? öhairman of the Eisen- und Stahlwerk-
ger^j^scjiaft and as a member of the Executive Committee of the 
Re:ichsvereinigung Bisen,_ Zangen i s one of the most prominent 
German business leaders responsible for determining N.-.zi 
economic p o l i c i e s . Through h i s business posi t ions 
(Mannesmarm Rghrenwerke «gtcs), he has d i rec t control over 
important i n d u s t r i a l en te rpr i ses and lias had an active share 
in the "aryanization" of Jewish firms and in the exploi ta t ion 
of conquered t e r r i t o r i e s D 

Sources; 035, Source D, $ July l?hho 
0S3, R ft A , 205?, lit July 1?UU-
OS-, R &, A 1510, 25 July 19Ua. 
OSS, R ft A, 1323, 1 Februar;/ 19hho 
l.er 1 s t ' s , 1935. 
Wer l e i t e t , 19U1-W2. 
Wurde'ntr^er im Drit ten Reich, 19^3° 
Adressbuch'der Direktoren und Aufsichtsrate,_ 1 9 3 0 P 
Deutscher Handels Dienst, 13 September 19HH7 News Digest 1553= 
?ranl^urte:c_Zeitung, 7 May 19l;2o 
Frankfurter Zeitung^ 20 December 19l;2o 
"yeilcischer" Beobachter, 19 December 19)|2o 

11 Apri l 19U5< 

This record i s a summary of such in te l l igence (from one or 
more sources as indicated) as v/as available a t the time of 
prepara t ion. I t may consequently be subject to amendment 
by addi t ional or more recent in t e iligence» Index numbers and 
l e t t e r s are solely for indexing statements in the report« 
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