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aiy Z0HGEN, Tilheln
dationalitys  Cerman
Aariont Disseldorl, Alie Garde Ufer 6/8 ’
Pogitions: President of flamesnann Réhrenvierke, Disseldorf,
lead of Redebscruppe Industrie (Hatioral Group Industry),
Deputy Head of the ReichswArtschaltakamrer (Peich BYeonomic Chamber),
lember of the Rftstungsrat (Advisory Council ¢n Armaments) under
Speer, °
Mead of Hauptausschuss ‘ehrmacht und Allcemeines Jer#t (Iuin
Comaitte Vehrmacht and Gem—,ral I.?qulpm;.nt, of the Reich
Hnistry of Armament and Var Production,
Uenber of the Executive Committee (Prisidium} of the
Feichsvereinipung Eisen,
Chaimsn of the Viscon- und Stahlwerksemeinschaflt of the
Reichsvereinipune liisen,
L debe and place: 30 September 13913 Duisburg.
Relisien: Srotvestante

Ll tiisborys Zangen is married to llarie Iberhard and has several children.

aoahion: @.n"cn scrved nhis apprenticeship at the August Thyssenhiitte AG,
isburg~lunborn, at the Gelsenkirchner ‘wr‘mrks& esellschaft =
«.m at the Vaschinenfabrik .5, Duisburg, all three leadins German :

industrial concerns.
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ok and Political Ilistory: Therce are few men nmore Howerful in the German steel
industyy toda; than Vilhelnm Zanren, Ile started his business
career in the Demag concern, one of the west iw)orfant German machine :
companies nroducing especially heavy machinery inin;, railway a

sor

ana mrawge equipment, ete.). In 1919 he was appointed Demacr's 1
15 s t1 - e " il o PR

Berlin representative. In this position he was instrumental in

expanding the Demaz intercsts considerably. fmong the

enterprises Denag acquired through Zangen's efforts is
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Carl Tlohr AJ., one of the largest manulacturers of cloviiors
in Germany. aAbout 1929 Zangen became a mener of the
Uana~enent Bcard (Vorstand) of Denag.

y

, After TIitler came to power Zangen rapidly acquired a
predominant position in German heavy industry and in the

llazi administration of German business, having teen o member of
the NIID.P since 1927 and being a wholehearted supporter of
German expansionisn and militarism. In 1934 he resigned from
the management of Demay; (althoush remaining a member of the
Board of Directors) to become President (Vbraltaena“x* des
Vorstands) of the liannesmann R8hremwerke, DOsseLdorf, ori.inally
a tuve and sheet metal concere, which developed into one of the
largest vertical combines of the Gemman steel indvstry. Under
Zangen's leadership the lMannesmann R¥hrenwerke rapiddy expandsd

through the acquisition of important Jewish industrial proportics

vhich were "aryanized" by the Hazis. The most impol *‘c.nf
addition to the Ilannesmann concern was the Hahnsche Verke AG,
a2 leading tube and siqgel products concern. Viodi, I i.::‘& er &
Jacoul iG, and lT. Sten AG were likewlse takun over Ly the
Hannesmann Rbhremverke. rollowing the ferman conjusshs in the
Bast and Tlest In 1939 and 1940, the ilannesmann comtine furthser
expanded its holdings in the Cerman occupied terviitories.
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Zanpen personally acquired important industrizl posit
these years. He is Chairman of the Board of Dirceto 3

.on
r: of s¢
laype llennesmenn subsidiaries, inciuding

r
{

" Kronprinz® AG fiir letall Industrie, Sohlingen Chlings,
I.Ia.nnesmarm RBhrenwerke Komotau .33, Chomutor, Czechoslovaliia
Mannesmann Stahlblechbau AL, Berling
Iiaschlnenfabrlk Ilser AG, IMnchen-~Gladba
Prager bisen Industrie Gesellm.,nafu e
acquired after 1938)
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Extending his intercsts beyond the steel indus'ry, Zangen becane
a member of the Doard of Directors of the follewing leading conce
in other fields:

ARG (Allgemeine Wlektrizit#tspesellschaft), the second
largest electro~technical combine in Cermany,

Salzdethfurth A%, Berlin, the second laygedt Cerman pobash
concern, which alsc operates important copper, salt and
licnite viorks,

Schiess AG, DUsselfort, a large machinery manufacturing
COIPaILy s

ilestfilisch /inhaltische Spren;stofl AG Chemlsche Tabrifszn,
Bzerlin, leading mamifacturers of all sorts of chamicals,
particularly explosives,

Deutsche Revisions und Treuhand AG. Berlin, owned principally
by Vereinigte Industrie vaﬁernolﬂ"mnﬂen AG (VIAG), the
Reich holding company,
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Allianz Versu.horungs AZ, important in the insurance field,

Deutsche Bank, the largest German bank,

Deutsche Reichsbank,

At the same time that the scope of his industrizl intcrests expanded,
Zanzen acquired a number of key positions in government agencies
controllin: the German econony. He is Commissioner General for

the Rationalization of German Industry in the Four Yeur Plan
(Gencral levollmiichtipter fir die Rationalisierung der Deutschen
Industrie). As head of the Reichsgruppe Industrie (National

Group Industry) since 1938, Zangen holds one of the most

impartant positions in the corporative organizaticn oF German
business established by the Nazis in 1934. The Reichsgruppe
Industrie with a large number of Virtschaftsgruppen (Economic
Groups) subordinated to it, exercises control over all enter-
prises of the German industry. Turthermere, Zansen is Deputy

llead of the Reichswirtschaftskarmer (Reich Economic Chanber),

vhiich coordinates the activities of the National Groups and

of the Gaw Lconomic Chanbers. On the regional level he was

Vice President of the Chamber of Industry and Cormerce,

Ditsseldorf, until its dissolution in 1942 and head of the Stoek
Excha?ge of the Rhineland and Ve.tphalia (Reinisch-! eonfalxochp
RBrse

U/ith the outbreak of war Zangen acquired additional powerful
positions. He was appointed lead of the Hauptausschuss
liehrmacht und ~llremeines Ger#t (Kaln Cormnittee Liilitary and
Ceneral Equipment) of the Reich llinistry cf Armament and ar
Production, one of Speer's twenty-one main Committees controlling
the production of every t e of war equipment. The lMain
Cormaittee l'ilitary and Yeneral Equipment has some twonty~five
gubcormittees, covering such varied types of equipment as
optical and precision instruments,army footwear, heating in-
stallations, bicycles, chemical products, etc. le is alw
nmember of the Rfistungsrat (Advisory Council on irmaments),
composed of representatives of the army, navy, airforce,
industry, and povernnent. This body, however, never
exercised very important functions°

Zangen is a wember of the Executive Committee {Pr#sidium)
of the Reichsvereinigun» Iisen (Reich .ssociaticn Iron), one of
the supercartels organlzcd by the lazis in 1942 to further
centralize control over German indwstry. The Reichsvereinigung
Elsen controls nearly all phases ol the steel industry from the
rinin; of ore to the wholesale of finished products. Ibs
functions include rationalization and increase of pro duction,
procurenent and zllocation of raw materlals, market regulation,
price fixing, etc. Zangen, furfhermore is head of the Lisen-
und Stahlwerk Cemeinschaft LS0L), a second super—cartel,
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subordinated to the Reichsvereinipung Fisen, established to
control stecel and rolling mills and to coordinate cartels in tiis
branch of the iron and steel industry. In its sphere it

periorms all the functions of the Reichsvereinisun: Fisen.

is llead of the National Group Industry and Deputy feud of the
Hational Ceonomic Chanver, as Heud of the llain Comaittee
vilitary Seneral quipment of the Reich lHnistry of Armament
and ¥er Productlon, as ghairman of the Tisen- und Stahlwerk-
~emeinschaft and as a member of the Txecutive Committee of the
Heichsvereinlysuny; [isen, Zancen is one of the most prominent
German vusiness leaders responsible for determining M. .zi
economic policies. Through his business pesitions
(Mannesmann R¥hrenwerke e@tc.), he has direct control over
import.nt industrial enterprises and has had an active share
in the "aryanization” of Jewlish firms and in the expleitation
of congquered territories.

035, Source D, 5 July 19hk.

055, R & A 4 2057, 1l July 1olk.

0S., R & A 1910, 25 July 194L.

0S8, R & 4, 1323, 1 February 19Uk.

ler Ist's, 1935.

Ver leitet, 10L1-1942.

TAedentrfper im Dritten Reich, 1943,
Adressbuch der Direktoren und Aufsichtsriite, 1930,
Deutscher [landels Dienst, 13 September 194, lews Digest 1553,
rrankfurter Zeitung, 7 May 19L2.

Frankfurter Zeituns, 20 December 1942,

Véllkischer 2eobachter, 19 December 19/12.

11 April 1945.

This record is a summary of such intellirence (from one or
more sources as indicated) as was available at the time of
preparation. It may consequently be subject to amendment

by additional or more recent inteilipgcence. Index numbers and
letters are solely for indexin; statements in the report.
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