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INTERVIEW WITH GENERAL der ARTILLERIEy WALTER uARLDSGNT s DEPUTY CHIEF of
WHERMACHT SFUESHRUNARSSTAB

(Second in command to General Jodl of Armed Forces Operations Staff up to
6 September 194k _

Dates of Interviews 28 July 19LS
Interviewer : Ma..jor Yenneth ‘Je Hechler
Flace of Interview: CCI7E # 32 ("Ashcen®)

PART Io ~FRENCH RESISTANCHE MOVIULINT

Qe iIn what different way's did the French Resistance MHovement attempt to help
the americen forces prior to the invasion?

As As you knowy the French Re;a.*tance Hovement roceived mcm;g radio sets by N
parachute from your planes. We captured many of these sets, gained }mowledge of
the special code words vhich you used to commnmicate with the Frnnch esied :
Forcesy; and tried to maintain commnication with those and of the other peoplo
wno were sending mecsazes to the Redslstaonces

Qe 0Of what valne was thig information wiich am intercepted?

Ae lie zot t of your intentions, and the various sbteps of your build-up
prior to the invasion, but never quite knew the reliability of this informations

we In what otner ways did the French Resistance liovement manifest %elf?

Ae Flrst we had the derinite 3.1press.uon that there were a number of wwreliable
French workmen in tlic @rzanizaiion Todb, 1% was consbruchting the defonses along
the coast line, ¥e knew from captured Br:Lt.Lsh maps that you had fairly accurate
lmowledge of nuyy of thase fortilications which couldl o lv aQave heen supplied by
a person very faniliar with them, Therefore, we felt that someone in the argani- i
ation Todb rust have s lded this informatione S

Qe In what way did the French Resistance Movament intercept tlie German troops
in France prior to the invasion?

As Both before and after tae invasJ.on, sauotabe oi‘ locorovives, tra.ulc, s*brems,
and canals, cbc., ware flaviog up in all porbs of the coxbry. During the last ™ 4/
months befors the invasion all of this grew much strongers

Qe Vhere wias. tue grzatest demage?

As It was done mostly in the zone of Belgium and northr‘m ‘?rance. oecondjy,
in the zone of the Thone Velley. - Still aznother fisld of activily of the Rasistance
Movement was de: irrnﬂd to kecp Gorman troop concentrations in certain localitiess
For exarple, by small raids, barring mnor't.ant crossroads, snd cabching small
groups of soliiers hy suwrprise the French Resistance forced us to concentrate a
greater number of troops than we ordinarily would have had t0 maintain in cartain
loca].ities. Thenain resions of this activity were in the southeastern part of
France, south of Urenoble, in uhe Area of the wea ilps, Auvers.me, the district .
of Limouge and Toulouses Alter the invesion the Rezkzi ance lovanent developed
much more stronzly in the Britangy rPeninsulae

Qo Vhat actual effect.did tiis have in interlering with the Germun defense plmé?‘f’- A

Ae I do not belleve that the French Resistance Hovement was strong enough to
modify eny defunse plans excopt in local situationse The only actual effect was .
to force us 4o sand two or three more divisions of troops to France.
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Qe Were ay usususl weasures used t0 sufpPress the Reslstance Movemant?

Ae Aside frow the usual measures of hnting dowmn and executing the leaders, we
achieved considerably success Ly listening to your Wroadcasts and ascertaining
Myouwumcldrapsﬁpuenm'pammw In this way we took many stores of
wespons which you tried to drop to the Resistance, Ve always expected the Fraench
Labor Service of being behind a great deal of the Resistance in France, This was

organismbh a nationalistie dream, wlih an avowed pwrpose of
< youth off th

However, when we recogniged its danger to the
German occupation we ordered %uat it bfa dissolved in the fall of 19L3.

Qe Did Hitler huve any particular policy the French Resistance Movement?
Ae loy he merely tried to géet rid of them Wy dispatching more troops to France.
Qe Did you say that the Resistance ot stronger afber the invasion?

Ae HNaturally it game more out in the open, During the sccond half of June the
1lth Panger Divielon was ordered from Avignon to march to the BordeauweToulouse
area and to attack the Masquis in the vallay of Dordogne on route., About the
saue time parts of other divisions were used to fight against a flare-up of the
Resistance Movement in the Luamouge reglons It cannot be sald however, that this
nandicapped ouwr plang vaery sericusly because we actually used troops which were
in southern France,

PART IT, GSiGball AHELICAN RiLATIORG, 1939 « 1941

What was the Gernan estimate of Americun war potenilal prior to the declaration
war against the United Jtates?

This did not loam vary large in Hitler's mind, Initdally he thought very 1lite
of the United States capabilities. Later, after the Russian situation became

serious, be was od with thate ﬁu-thmon it was always impossible
forward to Hitler unfavorable news regariing his enenles, After war
started, that was hig entire interest for at least a year, He did not
to ses or talk about uny ind tion regarding Amoricals growing strengthe
rogarded anybody who tried to sh such information as a defeatiate

Whils General Doetticner waspllitary attashé in Washington he as asibled re=
of Anerica's great .ot almost every week untll Decasbar, I rasasber
cular that he reysorted in 1941 that your alrplane promction was taking
on L proportions and indicated that the alrplane output in 19L2 and 1943
would came up o hardly concalvable wxl far bayond a measure we could
roclon withe We slmilar roports regarding your shipbuilding and also less
detailed reports in the tralaing of your awgy, The reparis on the any narcly ine
dicated that the increase on the glge of yowr wwy wus procecding very rapldly.

Was it baliev taen, that you could conclude youwr caapalgn in Burope before
S Dited Dictes ol thtorferat we

That was the universal opinion, Particularly, we were in & hwwy to get rid of
the war in RBus:da and than deal with our othar enwmies. Hitler must have balieved
thed this was possible becsuss all operations were baged on such & Coursgs

Qe It has always pussled uwe wy Cermany deolared was first on the Unlted States
o Docesber 8, 19017 :

h In the fall of 1941, anmammmat&yazmkwﬂvm all of the

was directed to trying to get Japan to enter the war against Russia, and
- memwmmmmMMMmmm@mwdcw
please Japan,
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Interview with Warlimont page 3

Qe Did you hops Japan would open a secord front directly against Russia, or to
have Japan proceed with her aims towards the Dutch East Indies and Singapore, and
therelby cembarass Enzland and the United States?

Ae 1 believe that the Japanese army and navy were a little divided in opinion
on that scorees The army was more interested in China and the %djt.o the south,
whereas the navy's primary interest was occupied with RllSHiﬂ.'BA vogtoke,

Qe Dic?l you have a definite agreement with Japan, or how did you discover these
things , ‘

A. There was very litile direct conversation bstween the German and Japanese
Governments. Many things were "sounded out",'"Oshima, the Japanese ambagsador
in Berlin and from him we gzained our informations Hitler never inclined to talk
any more directly with the Japanese bLecause he didnot co.:sider it good to inter-
fere in thelr spherse.

)
Qe That i1s wholly incomprehensibles TYour interest was a :lobal one, ancfh%xa&‘&
a direct interest in what Janan's intentions were? A

As. The question came up many times during 1941, and the army general staff
-ractically urged Der Fuehrer to approach the Japanese directly and get them defi.
nitely lined up agal: st the Russians, He still felt that we should not take a
direct step with the Japanese and they should know themsclves what was best for
theme Nevertheless, our official propaganda was osismsbiresdy beamed in an effort
to influence the Japanese that the time was ripe for her to gain her targets in
the far easte This baciground is necessary to appreciate wiy Germany declared
was on the United States - in order to make a bid for Japanese friendshipe

Qe Nevertheless, it was an unnecessary declaration, and a very foolish thing
from your propaganda point of viewd

a &’% v

Ae Looking back on it there was an element of impracticabili:y about ite But
Hitler was carried away emotionally by the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbore I
remember that he passed £hampatgne around to everyone and took several drinks
himself the day the news reached him of the attacke (NOTE:ly KWH: General Oberst
Alfred Jodl related this same story that Hitler drank champagne, when General Jodl
was interviewed on 28 July 1945). That was a very unusual thing for Hitler to do
since he hardly drank a drop himself and 1t was indicative ofhls emotional excitew é
ment with the attacke :

2ot

Q. Was there any tr-aty obiigation to Japan wiich justified Germany to declare
war on the United States?

As The only treaty extended provided for our entry in case Japan was attacked,

However, Hitler interproted this treaty in a rare , seromantic way, leading us into ‘
the same fo-rlishness wixicl#md impelied the Kaiser to support the Austrians in :
191)ie What did a treaty mean anyhow, cven it # were stipulated in the treaty !
that we should sup.ort Japan as an aggressor,g'&l? is alwaye possible t0 "exe

plain a treaty when the time comes to act.” Many times prior to 1941 Hitler {
proclaimed, "I will never be as foolish as the old Kaiser and declare wap on
anybody.* However his declaration of war on the United States was due to these
causes: (1) Fidelity to his part of the treaty with Japan, (2) His wmronantic
foeling of wanting o support a soldier=like nation such as Japan was, (3) The
continued hostile attitude swistmd@ of the United States.

Qs How did thehostile at.itude of the Unlted Staves gfiect Hitler's final
decision? ,

Ae There his answer is somewhat osycholomicals As thehostility of the United :
States increased, Hitler resolved to make no overt act agai:ist the United States. :
This resolution on Hitler's part caused him to suffer many annoyances and much
abuse in patlence after each statement and each act - from the Lend Lease Act
to "shoot on sight® words of President Roosevelt,dsmmsiegeest, Hitler! or mounted
within him, Having suppressed this anger for many months it was relensed with
a mewewls® blast on 8 D{* 19541, This was definitely a contributory causes

cember
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I might parenthetically add that this actual declaration is even lese underw
standable fram a loglcal viewpoint whem you consider the followings For some
months after war started in 1939 there was no state of war officially admitted
anywhiere in the Geraan Government in urder to carry out certain provisims row
E:nnns the wovam-nt of troops, paymant of soldierfs’ salaries, end the work

comnection with mdlitary operavions, a special ex: resgion ﬁad to be )i:.‘mem.ed
and applied to replace what was actua a state of war « "Bogandaporiinsatse”
It was a long time before this expression was abanddoned and it was finally officie
ally adedtted toat Cornany was in a state of war,

Qs It secus peculiar that Qurmany siould try and adasere to legal forms in one
way, and gtill demounce them emphatically in ssother wayd

As That ig an interesting proulem and perhaps General Reinocke, who dealt more

directly with these mattars can zive you mare information on the difficully ine
b R h

volved in W that we were not™ab war wien we astually werae,

Qs Do you believe that !itler might have been influenced Ly the fealing that we

would gring the entire waight of our campalgn against Japan rather than agalist

Ae This might have influsnced his decdsion, however, wo so.m conoluded thab you
were going to concantrate yowr forces in Burope,

/. Qe What led you to this conclusion?

- Ae I was called to the telephone by Genaral Jodl, and asked t0 agsanble tho
facts for a quick decision opn where you would congantrate youwr main power, the

. Fay Bast or Cemayy, ek I concluded that you would concentrate on Burope bow

ah sady had mogt of TW@Aforces entangled in this and 74 s

g

cvammRy of gravity. Furtharmore, you had By oub
your forces in and, thearely indicating that you ware very much interested
in the Buro 2o V shortly thereafter open doclarations y Loth Britain

pean
and the United 3tates co.fimed owr opinionge

Qe How long did you estimate it would take the Unlted States to brving its wilie
tary machine to a point where it could sssert a defimite influsnce?

Ay dJust about a year, Ve figured that you could prevare mare quickly than in
f}m particularly in the industrial f e

_As By Soptember 1942, after the fallure of the campalgn in the Caucmusus, Htla
: 3 have realized that he could not acgomplish his @@mission in Russiae Howe
over he did not realige or would not admi}y this fact, and continued his preccoupam
tion with destraying Rusais, ‘

rant

Qe Did Dieppe or the Comuando ralds on the coast interest him at all?
. As ot Very greatly. From captured British orders we learned that the Dieppe

.. *add was an attack with limited objectives, We obsarved that several transports

~ remained in the channel without landing t:heir t roops because the first troops to
land had failed to reach their objectivggm

Qe Did you change your defenses any as a result of the Dieppe raid?
Ae Ve were of the opinion that our def'ensies at Dieppe worked out very well, that

the reserbes (part of an armored divisi.on) came up to the coast very quickly accord=
ing to plan, and that tommunicaticng worked very welle Not with standing our
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success in repelling the raid geveral consequences resulted from Dieppe: (1) We
instituted a better means of reconnoitering the sea lanes by the navy. (2) We
strengthened our field fortifications which were found to be insufficiently strong
10 stand the heavy fire of British mAneof-war and replaced them by thicker conerete
buildingss It was determined to strengthen the fortifications aloug the whole
coast line. (3) Despite the success of com unlcations, a new camplete network of
signal comrunications wA® devised as a result of Diepies

In the late summer of 1942, Hitler became afraid thet similar raids on the
French coast perhaps with broader objectives, could be repeateds Over the objecs
tions of higmilitary advisers, who M it was unnecessary, two panszer divisions
were transferred from the szone of the Caucausis to France in August and September,
1942, We felt that these divisions were needed more in Russia at that time,

To answer your question about the Commando Ralds, Hitler was much more bothered
personally by these raids itnan with anything else. He regarded it as a question of
prestige to wipe them out mat completely. He did not want his troops to lose their
self confidence.

Qe Were ary special measures ordered by Hitler to suppress these ralds?
A+ Illustrating Hitler's desire to direct small detalls he went over the entire
st of coastal areas where wgnad troops and weapons and decided in each case whether

we had enough hand grenades, pistols, and machine-yuns, and ordered specific increases
of these wea ons in these cases.

Qe Was anything done locally in order to protect against €om:ando raids?
A, There was an increased amount of reconnaissance inatruction & methods of

dealing with individual attackers, and that was the time dogs were greatly in vogue
t0 accompany the sentries on their night patrolse

PART IV, SITZKRIZG, 1939 ~ 1940

Qe What was the reagon for Lhe German war of nerves on the Majinot Line, and why
was the attack on the Western Front delayed until late spring of 19,07

Ae It was not originally intended to be a "war of nerves", but propaganda simply
termed it that, The reason for it was that we could not begin operations in the
West any earlier, primarily becausc of weathere To appreciate t?. ne has to go
back to the events of the autumn of 1939, During the last 3rd o ,\%58:‘ Shen Hitler
returned from his advance headquarters at &oppot, near Dangzig, one day Field
Marshal Keitel came into the headquarters and informed me that Hitler consid :red
attacking France. Keitcl was quite cxcited with the news. It was a tremendous
surprise inasmuch as scgrcely a month before Hitler stated thatfneither FrancemmvaR
England would fulfil sy obligations to Poland and therefors, they would have no
war with France or England. It was amazing news because France and its military
sower was at that time considered an mansurmountable obstacie in the west. Our ldeas
of France's military power were based upon actual factors of military strength: the
number of tanks, artillery, trained reserves, fortifications, and airﬁ'orce.

Qe Upon what did you base your estimate of France's strength?

As HMost of us in the general staff regarded the French and German as the best
snldiers/in the world. o

When Hitler returned to Berlin in the last days of Septomter hgraﬁngﬁggdo? paper

%583%%9 ﬁg%gai%%gﬂ%é%%g{ﬁ c?%gﬁ"%o?&a‘,’pﬂtfg“s}ﬁ%“ at within 6 weeks

he would invade Francee. Everybody counted to himself and figured that the lZ’gg 9§ STaRy
November would be the date wmncn 6 weeks had elapsed and tvhe attack on France .
After his announcement, Hitler dramatically tore his slips into scraps and threw

them into the fire.
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Je¢ Who else was mrosant abt tho nmeeting?
be Goaring, Reedar, Brausilische aed r’l\ﬂ{w M 7 “’Mf/
Qe Was Lhere any opposition followad to MHitler's deslaratdion?

Ay Nobody spoke or showed wyy slan of oprosition befors we laft the Redch
Chancallorye .

Qe Vas there ayy inddsation of an attack on lorway at that _lue?
Ao Hitler zave no word of Norwgye
Je ¥as there awy indication of the route to Lo taken or the polnt of abtack?

Ae Asaa whole, tho attack was to go through Balzium and the southeastan part of
the Netharlands - in othar words along the linss of the Sehlleffen plaw, During
tho naxt few wocks most of the amgy was tramsfarr.d froa the cast o the west and
placed in position for lawnching the abtacks

On 5 November, 1 was again at a mseting at the Redoh Chawellary, reyrssmting
General Jodl, It was a Sundygy. Rrauchitsch came in from his own headquarters oube
gide of Darlin and went in to gpeuk to Htler personally. He spole wich ititler for
25 minutose Afber a short while Kedtal was ocalled, Then Keditel cams back and told
me vhat had hap onods B

Branchitsch had reported to dltler with a writien statenonte Tils stateacnd
wvas made up from hls judgenaad of the situstlongalong with the opinions of his
subardinate camounders ln the wast woom he had sosn shortly hefore, Ho told Hitler
that Ceruagy would not be able to launch an attack on France, Hltler interrapted
Brauchltsch and provunted nlm from coatinuing his yeporty wien Brauchitsch came to a
podnt in which he voleed vhe opdnlon that Geruan iulantey in roland had not shown
the smoe spirit of attack a3 sad bewn showm during the lagt war, Tiis annoyed
HMtler to no end,

o Viy?
Ay HWitler rogaxded 1t as an offense agilost who youtd of Joramy, wion e had talwon

#alas Lo propare Lo be warwnnded o & mach greatar exbeat than the Gersaon youth had
over bowm proparad balure hdnm,

It 8o M@ that wan Sth of lovahear waa 40 nave boan tas dgy wen a deflidte
desision had anounoed on whethar 12 fovanber would be "X Dgy''(She day for the
attack on Prac)® lowever, Rrauciitach's stabesnt oreated such a Durer thud ovarye
ong starved to leove tie Hwich Cumncallory vef 29 u deslsian had bsw reachode Ho
sod o sl Kalial wietaar o desision nad bom reached regarilng "X Duge™ HKalval

had frgot’fy anxd he uad Lo setum Lo Mtlar and 2ot & coaflmaiion Lat the avtock
really wald berin on 12 Novanlare

Te0 days Laser toe ordar hwl boan resclnded bacassa of bad waaboare P chen
watdl digy 1940 waare was no opod weatqse sulfloferdly zood anough to lawwch an ablack,
et ‘
The subsoquont oSEmase, devolopmamty and cuanges in lamy congidtuted oo nost
fasoinating part of Coruan wdlibtary Mstory—sal shat 1o aosth v sLorYe
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