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INTERVIEW WITH QENBRAL der ARTILLERIE* SALTER WARLB5ÜNT, DEPUTT CHIEF of 
WIlERtiVJHTSFUEHRUÎ SSTAB 

(Second in command to General Jodl of Armed Forces Operations Staff up to 
6 September 19kk „ 

Dates of Interviewt 28 July 19k$ 
Interviewer » Major Kenneth \U Hechler 
Place of Interview: CCPWE ,? 32 ("Ashccn") 

PART I. FR:2IGH RESISTANCE WJTMSXfS 

Q» In what different ways did the French Resistance Movement attempt to help 
the American forces prior to the invasion? 

A« As you know» the French Resistance Movement received many radio sets by 
parachute from your planes. Yfe captured many of these seta» gained knowledge of 
the special code words which you used to cannanioata with the French Resistance 
Forces,, and tried to maintain .communication with those and of the other people 
wno 7*ere sanding messages ta the Resistance. 

Q» Of what value was this information which ton intercepted? 

A. We 30t â hint of your intentions, and the various steps of your build-up 
prior to the invasion, but never quite knew the reliability of this information» 

Q» In what other ways did the French Resistance Movement manifest jJpelf? 

A. First wo had the definite impression that there were a number of unreliable 
French workmen in the @rgaaiaation Todt. it •.vis constructing the defenses along 
the coast line« 3e knew from captured British maps that you had fairly accurate 
knowledge of many of these fortifications -.-fnloh could only have been supplied by 
a person very familiar with them. Therefore, we felt that someone in the organi­
zation Todt nrust have supplied this information» 

Q. In what way did the French Resistance Movement intercept toe German troops 
in France prior to the invasion? 

A» Both before and after the invasion, sabotage of locouotives, traffic, streans, 
and canals, etc., ware flaring up in all parts of the oountry. During the last 
months before the invasion all of this grew much stronger» 

Q» 'Ahere was the greatest dosage? 

A. It was done mostly in the zone of Belgium and northern .France. Secondly, 
in the zone of the "hone Valley. Still another, field of activity of the Resistance 
Movement was designed to keep German troop concentrations in certain localities» 
For example. by small raids, barring important crossroads, and catching small 
groups of soldiers by surprise the French Resistance forced us to concentrate a 
greater number of troops than we ordinarily would have had to maintain in certain'" 
localities. Thetaain regions of this activity were in the southeastern î srt of 
France, south ox ürenoble, in one iu.-ea of the ̂ ea AäPSj ituverajne, the district 
of Llmouge and Toulouse« /xfter the invasion the Resistance Movement developed 
much more strongly in the Britanay P-eninsula« 

Qo Yfhat actual effect -did this have in Interfering with the German defense plana? 

A* I do not believe that the French Resistance Movement was strong enough to 
modify any defense plans except in local situations» The only actual effect Was 
to force us to 3and two or three more divisions of troops to Franco» 
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Q» Were any unusual treasures uaod to suppress the Beaistanoe hevumant? 

A« Aside from the usual measure* of hunting dona and executing the leaders, we 
achieved coaaiderahly auccoaa by listening to your broadcasts and ascertaining 
wiien you would drop supplies by parachute« In this way we took many stores of 
weapons which you tried to drop to the assistance« We always expected the French 
Labor Service of being behind a great deal of the Resistance in Prance« This -was 

tlatlo orgaiiiaafcixmjffith a nationalistic dream, with on avowed purpose of 
te youth off toe^jHe*^ However, when we recognised ita danger to the 

Cremen occupation vre ordered that it be dissolved in the fall of 1%3« 

Q« Did Hitler have any particular policy to the French assistance Movement? 

A« tfo, he merely tried to get rid of them by dispatching Eiore troops to France« 

Q« Did you say that the assistance far« stronger after the invasion? 

A« Naturally it cams aora out in the open« During the second half of June the 
11th Pansar Division was ordered fro» Avignon to march to the BordeaaxKToulouse 
tan* and to attack the Mafrqula in the valley of Dordogne on route* About the 
SSBM time parts of other divisions were used to fight against a flare-up of the 
assistance ilovaaent in the Losaouge region« It cannot be said however, that this 
handicapped our plans very s-arieusly because we actually used troops whioh were 
in southern Iranoe« 

PAKT H » Qi&'ütoM AaBtilÜAM RttUTIOMb 1939 - IffUl 

Q« What was the German estimate of American war potential prior to the declaration 
of war against the United 3tates? 

A* this did not loom rwey large in Hitler's sind« Initially he thought vvxy lit­
tle of the United states capabilities« later, after the Russian situation became 
»ore serious, he was preoccupied with that« furthermore it was always impossible 
to bring forward to Hitler unfavorable news regarding his enemies« After wax« 
with Busala started, that was Ids entire interest for at least a year« He did not 
want to see or talk about any information regarding America» s growing strength« 
He regarded anybody who tried to shot^lw such information as a defeatist« 

While General Bocttiooar wasiallitary attache' in Waahliigton lie aa cabled re» 
ports of America's great ..otential almost every week until December» I remeober 
in particular that he rw.xarbed in l°hl that your airplane proiuotlon was taking 
on lmaonse proportions and indicated that the airplane output in 1 & 2 and X9h3 
would come up to figures hardly conceivable and far beyond a measure we oould 
reckon with« We had similar reports regarding your shipbuilding and also less 
detailed reports in the training of your away« Tue reports <M the arty merely in­
dicated that toe increase on the else of your aray was proceeding very rajldly« 

Q# Was it believed, toon, that you oould conclude your eampaiga in Europe before 
the United .states could interfere? 

A* That was the universal opinion, particularly, we were in a hurry to get rid of 
the «or in Hue.la and thee deal Kith our other enemies* Hitler must have believed 
that this was possible because all operations were based on auch a course« 

Q« It has always puwsled me wiy Germany declared was first <m the United .itates 
on Doooaber 8f l°hl? 

A« In the fall of 19hl, after Oenaan successes at Bryansk and Vlaaaa, all of the 
propaganda was directed to trying to get Japan to enter toe war against Russia, and 
MtToiYly the decision to declare war on the United States was made in order to 
please Japan« 



Interview with Warlimont page 3 

Q« Did you hope Japan would open a second front d i rec t ly against Russia, or t o 
have Japan proceed with her aims towards the Dutch Sast Indies and Singapore, and 
thereby embarass England and the United States? 

A» I believe that the Japanese army and navy were a l i t t l e divided in opinion 
on tha t score« The army was more in te res ted i n China and thejarea to the south, 
•whereas the navy's primary i n t e r e s t was occupied with Russia» s^ISdivostoke, 

Q« Did you have a def in i te agreement with Japan, or how did you discover these 
things? 

A* There was very l i t t l e d i rec t conversation between the German and Japanese 
Governments« Many tilings were "sounded out"«*lfb8hima, the Japanese ambassador 
i n Berlin and from him we gained our information« Hi t le r never incl ined to t a lk 
any more d i r ec t l y with the Japanese because he didnot consider i t good to i n t e r ­
fere i n the i r sphere« 

Q« That i s -wholly incomprehensible« lour i n t e r e s t was a ;lobal one, andyou haijt^-
a d i rec t i n t e r e s t i n -what Japan's in tent ions were? A 

A« The question came up many times during 19U1, and the army general s taff 
r a c t i c a l l y urged Der Fuehrer to approach the Japanese d i r e c t l y and get them def i ­

n i t e l y l ined up against the Russians« He s t i l l f e l t tha t we should not take a 
d i rec t step with the Japanese and they should know themselves what was best for 
them« Nevertheless, our o f f i c i a l propaganda was ofega&iäsaMby beamed in an effort 
to influence the Japanese that the time was r ipe for her to gain her t a rge t s i n 
the far east« This background i s necessary to appreciate why Germany declared 
was on the United State» - in order to make a bid for Japanese friendship« 

Q« Nevertheless, i t was an unnecessary declarat ion, and a very fool ish tiling 
from your propaganda point of view» 

A« Looking back on i t there was an element of impract icabi l i iy about i t « But 
Hit ler was car r ied away emotionally by the Japanese at tack on Pearl Harbor« X 
remember tha t he passed ßhampaigne around to everyone and took several drinks 
himself the day the news reached him of the attack« (NOTE:by KWHi General Oberst 
Alfred Jodl r e l a t ed t h i s same story tha t Hi t le r drank champagne, when General Jodl 
was interviewed on 28 July 1°U5)« That was a very unusual thing for Hi t le r to do 
since he hardly drank a drop himself and i t was indica t ive oimis emotional exc i t e ­
ment with the attack« 

Q, Was there any t r ea ty obligat ion to Japan which jus t i f i ed Germany to declare 
war on the United States? 

A« The only t r e a ty extended provided for our entry i n case Japan was attacked« 
However, Hi t ler in terpre ted t h i s t r ea ty in a r a r e , «romant ic way, leading us in to 
the same foolishness widch^iad impelled the Kaiser to support the Austrians i n 
191iu What did a t r ea ty mean anyhow, even i t i* were s t ipula ted in the t r ea ty 
that we should sup.ort Japan as an aggressor/Sflse^rnis always possible to "ex­
plain a t rea ty when the time comes to a c t . " Many tirees prior to I9I4I Hi t ler 
proclaimed, "I w i l l never be as fool ish as the old Kai3er and declare wa» on 
anybody,M However h i s declarat ion of war on the United States was due to these 
causes: (1) F ide l i ty to h is pa r t of the t r ea ty with Japan, (2) His «»ronantic 
feeling of wanting to support a so ld i e r - l i ke nation such as Japan was, (3) The 
continued hos t i l e a t t i t ude «PIMAWMM of the United States« 

Q, How did thdhost i le a t t i t ude of the United States afi*ect H i t l e r ' s f i n a l 
decision? ' 

A« There h i s answer i s somewhat psychological« As t hehos t i i i t y of the United 
States increased, Hi t le r resolved t o make no overt act against the United S t a t e s . 
This resolut ion on H i t l e r ' s par t caused him to suffer many annoyances and much 
abuse i n patience af ter each statement and each act - from the Lend Lease Act 
to "shoot on s ight" words of President Roosevelt.iltwiiihipirt. Hitler'EJanger mounted 
within liim. Having suppressed t h i s anger for many months i t was released with 
a .UJIIIU.;|L b l a s t on 8 4 H * 19U1. This was def in i te ly a contributory cause« 
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Z might parenthetically add that this actual declaration ia oven lose urader-
•tandable from a logical viewpoint v b s 70a consider the follnwing» For some 
months after vor started ir. 1939 there «as no at&t« of war officially admit tod 
anyahere ia the Qenaan (kwernmeat in ardor to carry out certain provisions re­
garding the laovaa nt of troops, payment of soldier's salaries, and toe paper \»rk 
ia coaneetion with military opera'cions, a special expression had to be iavaatod 
and applied to replace «hat «as actually a state of war • "Bos&]d<aw*-;i&nsats«H 

It was a long time before this expression was abandoned and it was finally offici­
ally admitted taat Qemany was ia a state of war* 

Q» It seoaa peculiar that Germany suould try and adhere to legal forms in one 
way, and still denounce then emphatically ia soother- wasg* 

A« That is on interesting proalom and perhaps uonoral .»ainocke, -who dealt more 
directly with these matters can give you more information on the difficulty in­
volved in fthniiii, mmnin tr that we were notf at war when we actually were« 

SIMULATING 

Q* Do you believe taat littler night have bom influenced by toe reeling that we 
would bring the satire weight of our c«apatgn against Japan rather Uiaa agalüst 
Europe? 

A« 'Zais nitwit have influanoed hie decision, however, we so n concluded taat you 
were going to oonceatrate your forces ia Europe« 

Q« What led you to this conclusion? 

A« I was called to the telephone by General Jodl, and asked to aa.;aablo the 
facts for a quick decision oa where you would oomontrate your main power, the 
Far Bast or Germany, mtm I concluded that you would oonceatrate oa Europe be­
cause the British already had moot of ~&H&{ forces entangled ia this sphere and TLS 
seemed to be the «gakaaäMsmsiSß of gravity« Furthermore, you had alreay ut 
your forces ia Iceland, thereby indioatiag that you were r&cy much interested 
ia the European »one* Very shortly thereafter open declarations by both Britain 
sad the United States co.firmed our opinions* 

Q* new long did you estimate it would take the United states to bring its ml 11-
tary machine to a point mere it could aasert a definite influence? 

A, «hist about a year* We figured that you could prepare more quickly than ia 
1^17» particularly ia the industrial field* 

0« After the outlook began to be a little WSSBtsA ia ttissia, did iütler switch 
als intentions me»» to the lest ia 191*2? 

Alt W September 19«2, after the failure of the campaign ia the Gaucaasug, iütler 
should have realised tnat he could not accomplish his |Bmiaaio» ia IseeAss how-
over he did not realise or vrould not adiaî  this feet, und continued his preoccupa-
tioa with destroying Russia* 

FAKT III« ÖUSPH 

Q* Did Dieppe or the Comu^ndo raids oa the coast interest him at all? 
i 

A* Hot vexy greatly* From captured British orders we learned that the Dieppe 
raid was en attack with limited objectives* We observed that several transports 
remained in the channel -without landing f-heir troops because the f irst troops to 

land had failed to reach their objectives* 

Q« Did you change your defenses any as a result of the Dieppe raid? 

A* We were of the opinion that our defenses at Dieppe worked out very well, that 
the reserbes (part of an armored division) came up to the coast very quickly accord­
ing to plan, and that communications worked' very well« Not^witlOBtanding our 
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success in repel l ing the r a id several consequences resul ted from Dieppe» ( l ) We 
i n s t i t u t e d a be t t e r means of reconnoitering the sea lanes by the navy. (2) We 
strengthened our f i e ld fo r t i f i ca t i ons which were found to be insuf f ic ien t ly strong 
to stand the heavy f i r e of Br i t i sh mfln-of-war and replaced them by thicker concrete 
buildings* I t was determined to strengthen the fo r t i f i ca t i ons along the whole 
coast line» (3) Despite the success of com unioat ions, a new complete network of 
s ignal communications wAÄ devised as a r e s u l t of Dieppe* 

In the l a t e sumner of 19U2, Hi t ler became afraid tha t similar ra ids on the 
French coast perhaps with broader object ives , could be repeated* Over the objec­
t ions of h i ^n i l i t a ry advisers , who gw^ttBl i t was unnecessary, two panaer divisions 
were t ransfer red from the aone of the Caucaustta to France i n August and September, 
19U2* We f e l t tha t these divis ions were needed more in Russia at tha t time« 

To answer your question about the Comnando Balds, Hit ler was rauch more bothered 
personally by these ra ids tnan with anything e l s e . He regarded i t as a question of 
pres t ige to wipe them out ant completely* He did not want his troops to lose the i r 
self confidence* 

Q. Were any special measures ordered by Hit ler to suppress these ra ids? 

A« I l l u s t r a t i n g H i t l e r ' s desire to d i r ec t small de t a i l s he went over the en t i r e 
l i s t of coaatal areas where wejhad troops and weapons and decided in each case whether 
we had enough hand grenades, p i s t o l s , ;ind machine-.nina, and ordered specific increaaea 
of these weapons in these cases . 

Q. Was anything done loca l ly in order to protect against Commando raida? 

A* There was an increased amount of reconnaissance ins t ruc t ion mm methods of 
dealing with individual a t t ackers , and tha t waa the time dogs were great ly in vogue 
to accompany the sent r ies on the i r night patrols* 

FART IV, SITZKRIEQ, 1939 - 19U0 

Q* What was the reason for ihe German war of nerves on the Ma^inot Line, and why-
was the at tack on the Western Front delayed u n t i l l a t e spring of 19U0? 

A, I t was not or ig ina l ly intended to be a "war of nerves", but propaganda simply 
termed i t that* The reason for i t was that we could not begin operations i n the 
West any e a r l i e r , primarily because of weather* To appreciate t h i s , one has to go 
back to the events of the autumn of 1939* During the l a s t 3rd oi^ßW^i&x Hi t l e r 
returned from his advance headquarters at "Zpppot, near Danaig, one day Field 
Marshal Keitel came in to the headquarters and informed me that Hit ler consid red 
attacking France* Keitel was quite excited with the net/a. I t was a tremendous 
surpri8e inasmuch as scarcely a month before Hit ler s ta ted thai/neither France*«//*« 
England would f u l f i l mmt obl igat ions to Poland and therefore , they would have no 
war with France or England* I t was amazing news because France and i t s mi l i t a ry 
power was at t ha t time considered an luiaurmountable obstacle in the weat* Our ideaa 
of France's mi l i ta ry power were based upon actual fac tors of mi l i ta ry strength» the 
number of tanks, a r t i l l e r y , t ra ined reserves , f o r t i f i c a t i o n s , and aii^orce* 

Q* Upon what did you baae your estimate of France's strength? 

A, Most of us in the general s taff regarded the French and German as the best 
so ld ie r s / in the world* 

me 
UpL_. 
he would invade France* Everybody counted to himself and f i g g e d that the 1 2 ^ j k $ » » r A r r 
November would be the date when 6 weeks had elapsed and the attack on France M M a > 
After h is announcement, Hi t ler dramatically to re h is s l i p s in to scraps and threw 
them in to the f i r e* 
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(4* ißho eise was present at the aoetiag?' 

A* Qoaringj Haadar, Brauohltech«, «u /̂. 

Q* Via« there any opposition followad to Hitler's doolarailoa? 

A* ItobcMy spoke or snowed asy al̂ ja of opposition baforo wa left UM fedstl 
Cäuwoallnry* 

Q» lau there aoy indication of an attack oa JJorway at tat* dwe? 

A, Hitler jjsve ne w-?rd of Bar«?« 

w. las there any indication of UM route to bo takan or the point of attack? 

A* Asaa «hole* the attack was to go througi Beljd-un and the southeastern port of 
the i&thttrtanda • in other words sung the linos of she 3oJillaffaa plane« Daring 
the next few nooks moot <>£ the ana®' was erauwfari'ad from the oaat to the wast and 
placed In position for launching the attack* 

Oa 5 lgfNtMr« I was again at a meeting at the fk&ob, Ghaaoöl'lcry, reprewentJ s:& 
General Jodl» I t was a Sunday« Brauchitoah oaae in from his o^n headquarters cut-
elds of Berlin and "»«at in to speak fco i&tlar personally, He spoke -wl-h iÄtlw for 
tS E&nutes« After a short nulle Salto! was called* Then Koitel coma back ond told 
as \jaafc had hapr-saod* it-

Braachitsch had reported to Hitler with a writtaa stattxaont« fids states nt 
was made up froa his jud^eauat of the situation» along vdth the opinions of his 
subordinate cos ̂ .anders in the wast wbaw a« had eom shortly baforo« i s told iütlßsr 
that Ckraaay would not bo able to launch «a attack on France* littler interrupted 
Brauchitsoh and provoated ;da from continuing his ro,x3rt vthun Brauol&tach o;*no to a 
point la «hlea ho voiced the opinion that Qorsaaa iiifantiy ia i'olaad had not shorn 
the sane spirit of attack as had boon anom during Wis last war* This annoyed 
Hit ler to no and« 

ii* lay? 

A* Hitlsr regard«! i t m mi offeaso a>j;*i.i»t y*o youth of Oemanjrj «*o» tm bed taken 
pains to prepare to be war-««..1 nded to a «such © ŝaUs« eacfcant than the teuan youth had 
»wer boon pfsaaorwl before hin* 

I t so ha&v3P8d that the £fch sif Mewawber was to here boa» th* day aî an a definite 
decision had ^dG ân.iO,Anoad an whether" 12 JbranbK' would be nX Osy>r(ths dî r Cor the 
attack oa Iraae^)** lleiewer, ̂ auchifcoch's aftaftwisnt created soon a furor theft ovary» 
one started to leave the Ba&sa Cäsaeellear tsaf sro a a-aeiaian hod tec« reached* So 
.tad to aak Ioi:..al w-iather • daaioioa r^l W-jn reaohad reqiwllng **X Day*n Kslteä 
had itorgovxt sod ha oa.£ to retum to iE tier **! geft a a^iflrmetd/Ka **at bhe «ttojak 
really ŝould be !is en 12 î /aa /̂car* 

?w> days later i.:o» yr&®r hsd been res-.-irsdai beseaee of Sad iRMb-«», By.sa shen 
until ;k£y iSbO there was no good «mat'tar safflolaatdy ®»ed eaoegn to lauaoh wa sttaok« 

the subaoqatsit ••ftisw+i*, dewelopaaKtf ami easngae in plawk constituted t̂ w swat 
faeolaatlag part of Qerwas ssllltarjr Mstory-sjut (shaft Is snownv stoxy* 
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