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GERIAAN PREPARATIONS FOR WAR 

MILITARY C.'iREER AND POLITICAL VIEWS OF GENERAL WARLIMQNT 

I . SOURCE 

Name 
Rank 
Interned 
Interrogated 

VKARLIMONT, Ualter 
General der Artillerie 
23 May 45, GMÜND am TEGERNSEE 
24 Jun 45 

II. PREAMBLE 

Source is 51 years of age and has been a professional soldier 
since I9I3. In 192? he married the daughter of PAULA ANHEUSER BUSCH one of 
the famous American Brewing Co. family. His wife was raised and educated in 
the U.S.A. Consequently he has many acquaintances in the U.S. He also states 
that he is acquainted with Gen. ka. DONOVAN. Source has been very cooperative 
and has offered his services in our behalf. He insists that he has not been 
in favor of Nazi policies, and cites instances in his career -s Vvitness to 
this fact. He attributes his rise to his present rank to General Fiela 
Marshall KEITEL's estimation of his (source's) ability. The 1.0. making this 
report can vouch for the fact that KEITEL considered Source one of the ablest 
officers in his command, having learned this fact through previous personal 
conver s ation.with KEITEL. 

Source suffered a brain concussion in the 20 Jul attexr.pt on Hitler's 
life, which did not manifest itself until the 6 Sept 44, at which time he 
retired from duty and never returned. He maintained that he used his injury 
as an excuse not to return to duty, as he was sick of the entire program, and 
he offers Prof. BUMKE as witness to the truth of this statement. 

It is believed that the information contained in this report is a 
fair account of Source's knowledge and convictions ana may be considered 
reliable. 

III. OUTLINE OF CAREER 

Born 

Schooling 

17 Feb 1913 

Jun 191/: 

1914-191Ö 

1919 

3 Oct 1894 a t OSNABRUECK. 

4 years Volkschule. 
9 years Gymnasium. 
3-4 semesters University in MUENSTEft and 
MUNICH studying P o l i t i c a l Science. 

Joined Array as officer candidate. 

Commissioned as 2nd Lt af ter completing a nine 
months course in DANZIG. 

Lt (Ar t i l l e ry) ~ ending the war as 1s t Lt , 

with FHELKORPS M/JERCKER. In TORCvdJ and NAUMBURG. 

S E C R E T 
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Jan 1921 

1922 

1923 

Autumn 1924 

Jun 1925 

Autumn I925 

Summer 1926 

Autumn 1926 

Spring 1927 

March 1927 

Apr 1929 

Apr-May 1930 

Oct 1930 

1 Feb 1933 

1 Apr 1933 

Summer 1934 

Summer 1935' 

1 Aug 1935 

Aug 1936 

Dec 1936 

To the "100,000" as 1st Lt KBTEILUNG KDJUTANT, 
Artillery Regt 6, at MINDEN. 

Battery executive, Arty. Regt. 6, at ÜÜENSTER. 

Inspection officer at Infantry School at MUNICH. 
Through competitive examinations was selected for 
the General Staff School, WEHRKREISKOMMANDO VI at 
MUENSTER. 

Vtith Artillery Regt 6, in HANNOVER. 

Promoted to Captain. 

Final period of study in BERLIN at the REICHS-
v.EHRMINISTERIUM. 

Two months in England (Travel and study oi language) 

Appointment to General Staff us second Adjutant 
of the TRUPPENAMT under the chief of the 
TRUPPENAMT in the REICHS^EHRMINISTERIUM. 

Transferred to HEERES'.VAFFiû iiT, U^HRUIRSCHAFTSSTAB, 
REICHSwEHRMINISTERIUM. Study of combined Military 
and Industrial production with special ...ttention 
to raw materials. 

Married to ANITA, Baroness KLEYLÜRFF, daughter of 
Baron KLEYLORFF and ?MJJLH KNHEUSER BUSCH, 

Ordered to U.S.A. to study Military ..aid Industrial 
mobilization. 

To BERLIN to RELCHSWSHRMINISTERIUk, writing 
reports on studies in U.S.A. Articles sent to 
Dept. T 3, TRUPPENAMT. One article appeared 
in "Army Ordnance" in summer of 1930. 

Battery executive - Arty Regt I - aLLtttASTEIN. 

Promoted to Major. 

To REICH3v,EHRMINISTERIUM, in the WAFFENAMT, as 
GRUPRENLEITER, for Army Industrial Planning. 

Made chief of above bureau (KAFFÜWAMT) . 

Bureau placed under O.K.«.. 

Promoted to Lt. Col. 

Sent by von BLOMBERG as Mil i tary Envoy to General 
FRANCO. 

Returned to GEIiMANY and ordered to TRIER as 
commander of Abt. I l l , Arty Regt 34. F i r s t meeting 
with HITLER on the question of sending more 
divisions to SPAIN. Advised against i t and was 
supported by PRITSCH and BL0MBERG. 

S E C R E T 
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Oct 1937 : Commander Arty Regt 26, DÜSSELDORF. 

1 Feb 1938 : Promoted to Colonel as of 1 Oct 37, in 
consideration of four months' service in SPAIN, 

Apr 1933 : Sent to VIENNA to represent the Chief of the 
O.K.'W, Duties were nil, so returned in 2-3 
•weeks to DÜSSELDORF. 

May-Jun 1933 : Worked on a series of problems at DUSSiSLDORF 
for the General Staff. 

Aug 1933 : With the General Staff in BERLIN to assume the 
duties of Chief of Home Defense 
(LANDESVERTEIDIGUNG) in O.K.W. 

Oct 1933 : Represented the 0. K. v». a t t h e conference i n 
BERLIN t o decide on Czecho-Slovak, occupa t ion . 

Nov-Dec 1938 : Chief of LANDESVERTEIDIGUNG. Made a s tudy of 
p o s s i b l e c o n s o l i d a t i o n of v a r i o u s broaches , 
i n c l u d i n g a s e c t i o n for c i v i l i a n defense . 

1 Sep 1939 : <J0DL re tu rned as Chief of the HEHBIUCHT-

FUERRUNGSSTAB. Source named JODL's Deputy 
(STELLVERTRETER). 

1 Aug 1940 : Promoted to GENERAL-MAJOR. 

Dec 1941 : Inc luded in d a i l y " k , r Room11 conferences . 

1 Apr 1942 : Promoted to GENERiiLEUTNiJüT. 

Summer 1943 '• Lec tured i n t h e "War Room" on the s i t u a t i o n i n 

FINLAND and t h e BALKANS. 

Apr 1944 ; Promoted t o GENERAL ÜE& ART'ILLERIL. 

20 J u l 1944 : Attempt on HITLER'S l i f e . 

6 Sep 1944 : Withdrew from FUBRRER-HAUPT-(«U«RTIER. 

23 May 1945 : I n t e r n e d . 

Note; For a d d i t i o n a l d e t a i l s on t h e p r i n c i p a l events of s o u r c e ' s 
c a r e e r see P a r t I I of t h i s r e p o r t , 

b E C R E T 
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P A R T O N E 

GERMAN PRJIPKRKTIOMS FOR WAR 

Method of P lanning - Method of T ra in ing to Carry out those P lans 

A. Introductory Note 

!• Subjects The following subjects will be treated under the general 
Discussed heading of "German Preparations for "war": 

i. Preparations for mobilization 'within the VHEHRMACHT, 
and for general or civilian defense; i.e., the organizational 
preparations. 

ii.•Preparations for strategic troop concentrations, and 
for the first commitment of these troops; i.e., strategic 
(operational) preparations. 

2« Subjects not The following will not be discussed: 
Discussed. 

i. General preparations, inherent in the functions of the 
Armed Forces of any nation, and which are constantly in 
progress; e.g., training, development of weapons, 
fortifications, etc. 

ii. The progressiva build-up of the W^HRMACHT following the 
break-down of the. Disarmament Conference in Geneva, and 
Germany's return to military self-determination (KEHRFREIHEIT). 

iii. Preparations in the field of so-called military-economic 
mobilization (wEHRwIRTSCHAFTLICHE MOBILIo^TION), which was in 
its initial stages when Germany began to rcv.rm, Jid was soon 
surpassed in most sectors by the rearmament progrjn. Military-
economic mobilization methods did not diffur tss«ntially from 
those in other countries. 

3. Limitations Source's knowledge of facts and events bearing on the problem 
at issue is limited in some respects, and this for the 

I following reasons: 

i, In his official work, up to autumn 1938, he had only 
a partial view of the' whole situation. 

ii. Preparations for mobilization within the WEHRLVIACHT was 
almost exclusively, and training entirely, in the h.~nds of 
the OBERKOMMANDOS of the three branches of the Armed Forces. 
The OKw dealt with these problems only in their brô .d out­
lines, 

B. ORGANIZATIONAL PREPARATIONS 

The .WEHRMKCHT ' 

1, Organizations Preparations for the mobilization of the Army were directed 
Department. by the Organizations Department of the .army General Staff, 
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acting under orders of the Commander in Chief of the .army. 
Source v;as never employed for this specialized work of the 
Army General Staff, and can therefore give no significant 
information on the plans and the system used, which were 
changed every year to conform with changing conditions. In 
this connection he refers to GENERAL DER INFACJTERIE STAPF and 
GENERAL DER INFANTERIE BUHLE, both of them former chiefs in 
the Organisations Department of the wmy. 

2« "Accelerated After Nov 38, OKW directives concerning mobilization were 
March issued only in so far as the FUEHRER ordered preparations for 
Readiness" and a state of "accelerated march readiness" (BESCHLEUNIGTE 
Regular " MARSCHBEREITSCHAFT), to exist side by side with regular 
Mobilization, mobilization plans (PLANMAESSIGE MOBILMACHUNG). The point of 

this was to be able to commit certain elements of the «nay 
and Air Force at shortest notice, - that is, within a few 
hours, - for mobile operations of limited scope. It was to 
be so organized that regular mobilisation cculd be effected 
immediately afterwards, if need be, without having to draw 
from troops in a state of "accelerated rau.rch readiness". 

3. Occupation of The OBERKOMMANDOS of the Army ana Air Force h_d the additional 
.Western task of developing this "accelerated" pl,_n. It we.s applied 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA for the first time in Mar 39, when the Fuehrer ordered the 

occupation of Western C22SCROSLOVAKIA by German troops. The 
OKiiV received this order on-14 (?) Mar 39, between 1600 und 
1800 hours. Preparations had so far ...dvanced th„t troops 
of the frontier VvEHRKRElSE were able to cross the corder by 
next morning at dawn. Since meantime, th...t suae night, the 
Czech President had already yielded to German demoxds, tnere 
was no need of regular mobilization in support of the 
operations. 

k> Poland.» The method having proved practicable on tiw.t occasion, under 
Drawbacks of simple; circumstances, some time after this the Fuuhrer asked 
"Accelerated that plans for the strategic concentration of troops against 
March Poland should be organized on the same basis, »hen, however, 
Readiness". the plan was actually put into effect. ..gainst Poland, end 

of Aug 1939, the weak spots in it became evident. 

i. From the very start the OKH hao. submitted unwillingly 
to the Fuehrer's order. The forces made available through 
the "accelerated march readiness" plan, - in spite, of . 
additional measures, such as the employment of whole divisions, 
disguised as work crews, to dig field fortifications, - were 
not considered sufficient by the OKH to brooK through against 
anticipated Polish resistance, »hen the time limit set for 
crossing the Polish border was postponed from 25 Aug to 1 Sep 
39 (for political reasons, source presumes), the OKH asKed for 
and obtained permission, in those few days, to partially 
mobilize the rear echelon services according to standard plan, 

ii. The subsequent, complete, regular mobilization, as 
source remembers, gave rise to a great deal of friction, 
Besides, the legal status (RECHTSZUSTAÜJNDE) was not clear, 
since a state of war had not been declared, - perhaps for 
political reasons, - and the sphere of military organization 
was not on a full war footing. Instead, the idea of a "special 
operation" (BESONDERER EINSATZ) was put forward for the 
purpose. 

S i i C K E T 
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iii. For the some reasons, preparations for civilian 
defense were undertaken only to the extent that the "special 
operation" made them necessary. For instance, the con­
version of industry on a war production b^sis w..s not 
completed, with the result that, against the intentions of 
the mobilization plans, considerable man-power was drawn 
away from industrial concerns into military service. 

Coordination 
of Highest 
Defense 
Authorities. 

Civilis Defense 

In the years following 1933, by order of the Fuehrer, Jid 
after the example of other European powers, the highest 
civilian authorities in the REICH (the Ministries) were 
combined into one organization with the highest military 
authorities. The purpose was to make ready the defense of 
the REICH in all spheres, not just those affected by the 
WEHRMACHT's special jurisdiction. Head of this organization 
during its first phase (1935/36) was the Minister of National 
Defense (REICHSWEHfiMlNISTER), who was at the same time 
Commander in Chief of the Armed Forces representing the 
Fuehrer. At that time> its main t^sk "was still to define 
•and delimit the work of the individual departments, and to 
coordinate them with the mobilization oi the nEHRMnCHT. 

The first."war game", for instance, early in 1936, was meant 
to clarify this task. Its results clearly showed the need • 
of making the boundaries of the WEHRKREISE and the boundaries 
of civil administration districts (Postal. Service, Railroads, 
etc.) coincide as closely as possible. This goal was never 
reached. 

6. Principal 
Coordinating 
Agencies. 

When source returned to the OKU in .autumn 1938, the 
organisation had expanded, while the influence of the OKW, and 
in general of the WEHRMACHT, had greatly decreased in it. 

The principal agencies in the field of overall, civilian-
military coordination, were: 

i. The REICHSVJIRTEIDIGUNGSRAT (Council for National 
Defense), a body comprising the REICHe Ministers, the 
Commanders in Chief of tho branches of the j-irmed Forces, „nd 
a few other leading personalities, such wS the REICHS-
aRBEITSFUEHRER, under the presidency of REICHMINISTER 
GOERING as permanent representative of the Fuehrer. GOERING 
had also at his disposal a Secretariat (SEKRETARIAT) composed 
of two members of the Staff of the OKh, However, before 
official papers submitted by thi3 Secretariat came up for 
discussion in the Council, GOERING allowed them to be checked, 
and not infrequently changed, by the department heads of his 
Four Years' Plan. The HEICHSVERTEXDIGUNGöfL»T convened no 
more than twice during the period from Nov 38 to Sep 39. The 
sessions were essentially discussions, without concrete 
results. 

ii. The REICHSV^RTEIDIGUNGSi.USSCHUSS (Board for National ; 
Defense), which comprised officials representing all the 
highest REICH authorities included in the REICHVERTEIDIGUNGS-
RAT, under the chairmanship of the Comiiujider in Chief of the 
OKW. This was an advisory body on the execution of defense 

S E C R E T 
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7. Use of 
"Master 
Register for 
Mobilization" 

8. MINISTERRAT 
FUER DIE 
RSICHSVERTEI-
DIGUNG. 

J 9* Waning 
Influence of 

;the WEHRMACHT 

works. It advised on these, and where need be turned them 
over to special sub-commissions. It was expressly understood 
that the C in C of the OKI» was "primus inter pares", and had 
no right to make individual decisions. 

As far as source remembers, this body, too, met not more than 
two or three times in the period aforesaia (i\iov 38 - Sep 39)» 

iii. The SEKRETARIAT (Secretariat) for National Defense, in 
the Department for National Defense of the OKv«. Head of the 
Secretariat was GAUSE, later promoted to general. The 
Master Register for Mobilization (MOBILISATIONS-HAUPTBUCH) 

was kept here. All measures, emanating from and approved by 
the highest state authorities, were recorded in this register, 
time and place data of actions to be taken were inter-related, 
and the whole was coordinated with the mobilization plans of 
the \VEHRMACHT. Every state department kept a similar "Register 
for Mobilization", covering its own sphere of responsibility. 

This system extended to the intermediate and lower state 
authorities, so that action coula be taken on a proposed 
measure by simply, communicating the right code letters to the 
proper offices. If special preparations had to precede the 
execution of the measure, - for instance, for printing food 
ration cards, - orders had to be given that much earlier, 
and the exact date for this, too, was to be found in the 
Register. 

On the eve of the Polish campaign, only a few of —LI the 
actions planned and worked out as _bove went into effect, for 
reasons already noted (see para B, 4). AS far as source knows, 
no difficulties were met due to inherent weaknesses in the 
system. 

Hov/ever, end of Aug 39, just before the outbreak oi the war, 
the system itself was entirely thrown out of gear, when the 
Fuehrer asked the Chief of the Bureau of the Chancellery 
(CHEF DER REICHSKANZLEI) to create a Ministerial Council for 
National Defense MINISTERRAT FUER DIE REICHSVERTEIDIGUNG). 
This entirely new official body, as far as source can remember, 
included only the Fuehrer's Deputy, the Chief of the Bureau 
of the Chancellery, the Minister of the Interior, the Minister 
Of Economics, and the C-in-C of the OKI». GOERING again 
presided. 

This meant that the control of civilian National Defense had 
passed decisively from military into political hands. From 
then on the OKV» could do no more than represent the 
particular interests of the WEHRMACHT in the new Council. 
The Secretariat end the Register for Mobilisation sank into 
oblivion. 

AS the new organization developed, the »VEHRMACHT'S influence 
in it was progressively curtailed. The GAULEITERS, ua 
National Defense Commissioners (REICHBVMTEIDIGUNGSKOMMISSARE), 
were put directly under the Ministerial Council for National 
Defence. This will also explain the fact that during the last 
phase of the war the GAULEITERS and RtlCHSVERTEIDIGUNGS-
KOMMISSARE took over the control of tasks which should have 

S E C R E T 
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remained the prerogative of the WEHRMACHT (for instance, the 
fortification of the national boundaries). 

C. STRATEGIC PREPARATIONS 

1. Lack of 
Strategic 
Plans. War 
Games and 
"Practice 
Tours". 

All campaigns undertaken by Germany in the recent war have 
one significant trait in common: plans for strategic con­
centration of troops, after the fashion 01 those drawn up by 
the Great General Staff (GROSSER GENERALSTAB) - such as the 
SCHLIEFPEN Plan - were nowhere present. They all had to be 
improvised at short order. In particular, _s far as source 
knows, the OKW, - since the time of its existence (1935) as 
supreme command of the three branches of the Armed Forces 
until the outbreak of the war, - had not even made theoretical 
studies of the strategic problems it would have to face in 
case of war. The War Games mentioned in para B, 5, and the 
only War Maneuver ( WEHPÄIACHTMANOEUVER) otherwise performed in 
the fall of 1937, were conceived on ... very general, strategic 
basis, with no relation to European state boundaries. Their 
only purpose was to clear up problems of the Supreme Command, 
including civilian defense problems, and the problem of co­
operation among the branches of the Armed Forces. The 
"Practice Tours" of the wEHHUACHT (WiiHMnCHTUisSüNGSREISEN), 
which the OKw undertook, following a tradition of the Army 
General Staff, in the years before the war, served similar 
purposes on a smaller scale. The Practice Tour of spring 
1939 was solely for the purpose of inspecting the «est Wall. 

The OKH, too, had no plans for strategic troop concentrations 
against the neighboring states. In the matter of Army 
preparedness source knows, from personal participation, that 
studies were made on the defenses of Eastern Prussia and 
other territories bordering on Poland. These studies were 
in the form of tours (REISEN), war games and maneuvers, which, 
in part, constituted regular military training, and in part ' 
were an effort to familiarize the Army with the terrain . 
bordering the frontier. 

"Practice 
of army Tour' 

On the other hand, the "Tour" of the Army General Staff in 
1938, presupposing an offensive attack against Czechoslovakia, 

General Staff, was of singular importance. This particular "tour" actually 
1938. consisted of a series of written problems on longe-range 

operations (FERNAUFGABEN) to be solved in writing, AS 

Artillery Regiment Commander source was asked to participate, 
together with numerous other General Staff officers in the 
various age brackets, and he was present at the meeting in 

• BERLIN, in Jun 1938, when General bECK, Chief of the Army 
General Staff, presented a critique of the "Tour". It was 
here, for the first time, that source had the feeling that 
serious intentions were apparently at the bottom of the 
experiment, intentions which he thought.could only originate 
from highest political quarters. General BECK spoke for 
several hours, ana came to the following conclusion, upon 
which he laid great emphasis: An attack on Czechoslovakia by 
Germany should succeed in overpowering the Czech Army in a 
few weeks; but in the meantime the French, acting to fullfil 
their obligations as Allies, woulü h-.ve penetrated into 
Southern and Central Germany before any appreciable German 
forces could be brought up against them. With this he left 
no doubt in his hearers' mind that the Chief of the Army 

S E C R E T 
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3. Preparation 
* for the 
Polish 
Campaign. 
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General Staff en t i r e ly disapproved the plan. Source does 
not know to what extent the r e su l t s of t h i s study were 
u t i l i z e d when Germany marched in to Czechoslovakia in the f a l l 
of 38. 

In view of thy s i tua t ion described above (para C, l ) , the 
method of preparing for the Polish campaign as described 
below, was used again, in i t s general out l ines , for l a t e r 
campaigns. The procedure in the case of Pol._nd was as 
follows: 

i . In the f i r s t half of Apr 39, af ter the Polish Foreign 
Minister had returned from London with a mi l i t a ry , mutual 
assistance pact, the Chief of the OKtv informed P'h that the 
Fuehrer had ordered preparations for a s t ra teg ic 
concentration of the bulk of the wEhf&inCtiT against PoL..nd, 
according to a broad s t ra teg ic plan of his own. I f 
diplomatic pressure for the return of DANZIG and the Corridor 
should f a i l , armed force would be used, at the same time 
weals: forces were to move up to the area of the nest .«.,.11, 
to hold the REICH secure against France. Regular 
mobilization would not be used. 

i i . On the strength of t h i s , the OKK sent a d i rec t ive , 
signed by the Fuehrer, to the higher commanders of the 
WEHRMnCHT. These commanders had already been informed 
ora l ly , at the same time as the Chief of the OKH, oi the 
Fuehrer 's in ten t ions . 

i i i . Next, the commanders-in-ehiei of the branches of the 
Armed Forces were, i i necessary to consult with e.-ch other, 
then within a given period to report t he i r plans ora l ly to 
the Fuehrer. The Fuehrer took special i n t e r e s t in the plans 
of the iirmy, and ins i s t ed , for instance, on a more vigorous 
pursuai of the enveloping operations on the Northern wing, 
from East Prussia, with the main effort to be centered East 
of the VISTULw. As preparations for t h i s campaign developed, 
and. especial ly la te r , , the Fuehrer extended h is influence from 
the s t r a teg ic to the t a c t i c a l sphere, in a l l i t s d e t a i l . In 
the Polish Campaign, for instance, he gave detai led in ­
s t ruct ions on behavior in DANZIG, on plans to prevent the 
blowing up of the VISTULa bridge in DIRSCĤ U (the plan f a i l ed ) , 
on movement of troop reinforcements for the army in .East 
Prussia, e tc . Besides, he was especial ly concerned with 
appointments to high command pos i t ions . 

i v . Th„ plans, af ter approval, were converted by the OKu 
in to a set of detai led orders for the s t ra teg ic concentration 
of t roops. The other tiro branches oi the StEHMhCHT did 
l ikewise. The Army General Staff "Tour11 of 1939 helped in 
•working out d e t a i l s . That same ye„r the commanders who were 
to be in charge of higher formations were cal led i n . I t was 
also planned to use the impending large s c d e maneuvers, in 
the f a l l of 1939> to t r a i n the troops for the specif ic job 
tha t lay ahead of them, .and to Camouflage movements for troop 
concentration, ns was done in the previous General Staff 
Tour, the .5 (?) Panzer Divisions then in existence were to be 
committed in mass (GESCHLOSSEN) for the f i r s t time, with 
s t r a t eg i c , long-range objectives oi t h e i r own. 

S E C R E T 
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The OBERKOIMANDOÖ of the branches of the Armed Forces 
developed their plans, as far as necessary, in closest co­
operation. The OKlv was kept informed on these developments 
through the record of orders issued by the OBiürtKOflÄJüiNDOb, or 
by taking part in the critique that followed the army 
General Staff Tour, and by other means. It was also a rule 
that the reports made to the Fuehrer by the commonders-in-
chief of the brorches of the Armed Forces, shoula at the 
same time be communicated to the Chief of the OK*«. 

v. The Fuehrer first made known his final decision to 
launch the campaign at a conference with -.11 higher commanders, 
down to Army Commands and equivalent comiiands in the other 
branches. This took place 8-10 days before X-d~y, .~nd on 
this occasion the Fuehrer explained in great detail the 
political and military reasons for his decision. 

vi. Now the 0K\'<; summarized once more all the tasks assigned 
to the \VERRMACHT in one final directive, shortly before the 
beginning of the c_rnpaign, ano. at the seme time set down 
detailed instructions for the cooperation of the branches of 
the Armed Forces at the beginning of operations. 

In addition, there were "special oraers" dealing with 
measures pertaining equally to all three branches of the 
WEHRMACHT, - e.g., the operational boundaries of the Army, 
the safeguarding of important military, economic _nd traffic 
installations in enemy territory, currency regulations 
through military finance.offices, etc. 

A time schedule was set up in the OKVi, as a guide for the 
Supreme Command in the decisive period shortly before .iid 
after the beginning of hostilities. 

The Fuehrer himself wrote the "Call to the mMEMiXHT", when 
the troops stood ready to march. 

4- Preparations In 'the c~.se of Norway, the method of planning was different 
for the In- from the above in one important respuct: there Was nothing 
vasion of to go on for this operation, and the highest commands did 
Norway. not even have maps. Further, the tactical cooperation of 

tho three branches of the V<EHRMACHT, in this case, was 
necessary in every detail. The Fuehrer, therefor«-., who 
sought to maintain his influence in all matters of planning, 
ordered the creation of a special "Study Stoff" (STÜDIENSTAB) 
in Jan 1940, v<hich consisted of one Stcff Officer from each 
of the branches of the Armed Forces, and was attached to Armed 
Forces Operations Staff (VJEHKÜACHTFUEHPJJIMGÖSTAB) . Later 
this Study Staff was incorporated into the Army General 
Command (GENERJ-iKOivuiaiNlÜ DES HEERES), which was responsible 
for tho direction of operations. The Army General CooEaond 
had to prepare its work in closest contact with the OKh, and 
in the matter of comraona remained t̂ .ctic-lly subordinate to 
the Fuehrer, through the OKW. The ch.-Tinels of command for the 
OBEFcKOäteiuiNDOS of the Navy and the «ir Force remained un­
changed. 

D. SUMMARY (STATEMENT BY SOURCE) 

i. Preparations for War in Germany, ..s far as source could 
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observe them, were confined up to spring 1939 to such general 
measures as were part of the normal responsibilities of the 
WEHRMACHT. In one respect they even lagged far behind: no 
plans existed for strategic troop concentrations against 
specific countries, in contrast with earlier practices of the 
German General Staff. It was planned, in those ŷ ..rs, by means 
of rearmament, fortifications and economic mobilisation 
measures, to catch up with the progress made in neighboring . 
states, which were 'in part heavily armed. These plans, 
however, were far from complete as late as autumn 39 

ii. Hence, the preparations for war against Poland might 
well be called improvisations. «. method of planning, <~nd a 
method of training for carrying out the plans, wore noticeably 
absent. The organizational plans, which did exist for the 
mobilization oi the WEHRMACHT and of civilian National 
Defense, were put into effect to a limited extent only. 

(M. 8. H.) 
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AUTOBIOGRAPHIC;̂  NOTEb 

ON THE MILITARY C,VRH,ER *ND POLITICO VIEv.S OF 

GENEfo-vL DER ARTILLERIE W. .utRLIMONT 

Note: For a chrono log ica l o u t l i n e of s o u r c e ' s c a r ee r , see par,.. I l l , 
PP 1-3. 

A. W. 's DUTIES IN THä NATION;-!, MINISTRY OF1 DEFENSE (REICHShEHRialNISTBRlUM) 
(1927-1929) 

My d u t i e s i n the *trmy Ordnance Office (HEERES*. .AFFEN null) of the Nat iona l 
M i n i s t r y of Defense from spr ing 1927 to 1929 were: 

r.) To c o l l e c t and eva lua te t h e exper iences of "World bur I i n the f i e l d 
of raw m a t e r i a l p lanningj 

b) To observe t h e t r e n d 01 development i n t h e German raw m a t e r i a l and 
o t h e r key i n d u s t r i e s , with regard to m i l i t a r y requirements ( e . g . , cons t ruc t i on 
of long d i s t a n c e gas mains) ; 

c) To support economic e f f o r t s of n a t i o n a l importance i n t h a t f i e l d 
( a u t a r c h y ) ; 

d) To study the mi l i t a ry -economic p lanning of foreign c o u n t r i e s in t h a t 
f i e l d . 

I had no s p e c i a l i n s t r u c t i o n s for the performance of t he se t a s k s . 

B. •••.'s MILITARY MISSION TO TriE U.S. . . . (Sep 1929 - Jan 1930) 

My a c t i v i t i e s dur ing my miss ion to t h e U. S. mray in ir<«t>HINGTOW D.C., 
from Sep 29 t o Jan 30, were as fo l lows : 

My t a sk was to s tudy m i l i t a r y - i n d u s t r i a l p lann ing in the p r i n c i p a l 
o f f i c e s of the War Department (Planning Branch of the Ass. Sec re t a ry of War, 
Ordnance Department, Quartermaster Department, e t c . ) . For t h i s I had t h e 
permiss ion of the T.<ar Department General Staff (L ia i son O f f i c e r ) , r e s t r i c t e d 
each t ime to a few days . 

In connection with t h i s , I was asked by the o f f i c e r s of the Planning 
Branch t o speak t o t h e members of t h e Army I n d u s t r i a l College on t h e sub jec t 
of German m i l i t a r y - i n d u s t r i a l a c t i v i t i e s during World War I , - a t a sk which 
I could no t p repa re before r e c e i v i n g the necessa ry books, p l a n s , e t c . from 
t h e German War Department. Other l e c t u r e s i n Engl i sh , a t the r eques t of 
v a r i o u s branches of t h e U. S. fear Department, fol lowed, «mong my h e a r e r s , 
b e s i d e s t h e o f f i c e r s of the P lanning Branch ana of t h e Army I n d u s t r i a l Col lege , 
were a cons ide rab le number of gene ra l s and o the r high ranking o f f i c e r s of t h e 
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I, War Department. % 

Until I got the things I needed to prepare the lectures, I sjjent one 
month's vacation in HAVANA (CUBA), vdth my wife, at my own expense. 

C. AMERICAN PERSONALITIES HCIJJAINTBP UITH W. (Spring; 29 - Spring 30) 

During'my mission to the U.S.A., from spring 29 to spring 30, the following 
officers of the U.S. Army become better acquainted vdth me. [Note: ranks and 
positions indicated are as in 1929-1930; officers marked vdth en asterisk knew 
me especially well). 

a) Col. R. C. FOY, Liaison Officer, War Department General Staff, 
Washington, D.C. 

b) -;;-Major Donald ARMSTRONG, Ordnance, Planning Branch of the ASS. Secretary 
of War, Washington, D. C. 

c) *Major Truman SMITH, Infantry, Infantry School, Ft. Benning, Ga. I 
met this officer again, during his stay as Military Attache at the 
U. S. Embassy in Berlin, as well as his assistants of 1935-1936 .and 

, of 1938-39-

d) #Capt. BATHURST 

e) Lt-Col BURLESON, Artillery, 12 Field Artillery Regiment, 

Fort Sam Houston, Texas. 

f) Maj Abbot BOONE 

g) -*Maj Jimmy J«äE3, Cavalry, r e t i r e d , C h a r l o t t e , N. 0. 
Of high ranking o f f i c e r s who became acqua in ted with me, then or l a t e r , I 

mention: 

h) General üLttRSRnLL, then commanding t h e I n f a n t r y School a t Fort Benning, 
Ga, now Chief of General Staff , - a t whose house 1 was a gues t dur ing 
my s e v e r a l days ' s t a y , and a t whoso r eques t I spoke in h i s presence 
to o f f i c e r s of the school on the sub jec t oi my p a r t i c i p a t i o n in t h e 
German campaign a g a i n s t I t a l y i n 1917« 

i ) General DONOVAN, - whom I met a t t h e VON SIMSON re s idence in öiSRLIN-
DAHLEM s h o r t l y before t h i s war i n Aug 39, a t t he sugges t ion of a 
common f r i e n d (Dr. LEVERKUEHN). We had an ex t ens ive conversa t ion of 
t h e p o l i t i c a l and m i l i t a r y s i t u a t i o n in Germany a t t h a t t ime, 

D.. W. 's DUTIES IN THE NATIONAL MINISTRY OF DEFENSE (REICHSuEHRMINISTERIUM) 
(May-See 1930) 

My d u t i e s i n t h e Na t iona l Min i s t ry of Defense, May 1930-Sep 1930, a f t e r 
my r e t u r n from t h e U . S . n . , were: 

a) To w r i t e summary r e p o r t s , most ly on the. system and methods of 

• 
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military-industrial planning; 

b) To write similar reports on pre-military instruction in universities, 
and on military instruction in preparatory and officer schools and in the 
R.O.T.C. 

c) To write similar reports on artillery and firing practice in the 

As a special task I had to prepare and brief Gen. VON BLOMBERG for 
his impending trip to the U.S.A. 

I was also given one month's vacation at that time. 

E. VJ.'s TASKS XISi SPAIN (Sep 36 - Nov 36) 

My tasks in Spain, from Sep to Nov 3®, were: 

a) To represent the interests of German volunteers at General FRANCO'S 
HQ; 

German 
b) To cons ider h i s wishes for f u r t h e r / m i l i t a r y suppor t , and to ac t as 

an i n t e rmed ia ry in t h i s r egard ; 

c) To f u r t h e r t h e economic s e r v i c e s rendered by Spain i n r e t u r n fo r 
German h e l p , for t h e b e n e f i t of German rearmament ( t h i s t a s k I t u rned over 
e n t i r e l y to bus iness men a f t e r a few weeks). 

F. W. ' s POSITION ,JJD DUTILö nS CHIEF OF HOME DEFENSE .-Jiü „SSlbTriMT CHIEF OF THE 
ARMED FORCES OPERATIONS ST.JF (CHEF LANDESVERTEIDIGUNG and STELLVERTKENÜiSR' 
CHEF ViEHRf̂ LCHTFUEHRUNGSSTnB) (Nov 38 - Sep A4) 

My p o s i t i o n and d u t i e s as Chief of Home Defense and HSS. Chief «rmed Forces 
Operat ions S taf f from Nov 38 t o Sep 44, were as fo l lows : 

From Nov 38 to Sep 39 I 'was subordina te t o t h e Chief of thü 0KV«; a f t e r 
1 Sep 39 t o t h e Chief of t h e VvZHRivAXHTFUEHRUNGS51"AB (who r e t u r n e d to t h e OKW 
when t h e German forces were m o b i l i z e d ) . At t h i s t ime I h e l d the rank of a 
Br igad ie r General (BRIGADE KOMM;INDEUK) , from Apr 42 on t h a t of a Major 
General (DIVISIONSKOMMANDEUR). My d u t i e s were to summarize the t a s k s of the 
Supreme Command i n the f i e l d of a) o p e r a t i o n s , b) o r g a n i z a t i o n , and c ) q u a r t e r -
mas te r a c t i v i t i e s , - fo l lowing d i r e c t i v e s of t h e Chief of t h e OKV» o r , l a t e r 
(from 1 Sep 39) , of the Chief of the wEHPMaCHTFUEHRUNGüSTnB. These d u t i e s a re 
desc r ibed below i n mors d e t a i l : 

a) In the f i e l d of ope ra t i ons and t a c t i c s I had to advise the Chief of 
t h e VJEHRMJICHTFUEHRUNGSSTAB; t o p repare and i s s u e d i r e c t i v e s ; to c o r r e l a t e t h e 
d a i l y r e p o r t s from a l l f r o n t s (except the E a s t ) ; t o cooperate with the 
s t r a t e g i c commands of the t h r e e branches of t h e Armed Forces and with the 
Supreme Command of (German) a l l i e s ; t o c o l l e c t and eva lua te m i l i t a r y news from 
t h e enemy which was passed on to us by t h e High Comrm_nds of the t h r e e branches 
of t h e Armed Forces and by o the r sources . 

b) In the f i e l d ol o r g a n i z a t i o n I had t o deal with fundamental t o p i c s 
p e r t a i n i n g t o t h e WEHRMACHT i n g e n e r a l , both of a person; . ! and m a t e r i a l k ind ; 

S E C R E T 



CCPWE # 32/DI-18 S E C H E 

• :<:.'.~:.-y;.. ••••• •'•<••!,-'.>.' » 'i < • : r ' - i V ~:i 

15. 

v 

L 

vdth the principles of cooperation with para-military organizations attached 
to the tJEHHUiJCHT (O.T., REICHSHRB1<ITDI£KST)3 vdth statistics. 

c) In the field of Quartermaster activities I had to survey the supply 
situation (except for the East), questions of transportation, provision of 
gasoline, etc.; to prepare and issue the fundamental directives for the 
administration of occupied territories (i.e., for the military or civil 
authorities)j to direct the armistice commission:; to cooperate vdth civil 
defense. Before the war I had about 12 officers on my staff, from 1 Sep 39 
to Sep'43 I had 25-30, from Sep 43 to Sep 44 I had 40-45-

G. II. ' s WITHDRAWAL FhQia THE IUEHRBR-HaüPT-i;U/uRTIER (6 Sep 44) ̂ D NOTES On HIS 
POLITICAL t^D PERSONAL VIE»S 

1. alleged and Real Reasons for \u 's Vdthdrawl 

The effects on my health following a concussion of the brain which I 
suffered on 20 Jul 44 were only the external cause oi my withdrawal from the 
FUEHRER-HiJJPT-QU^RTIER on 6 Sep 44. (See medical statement by the neurologist 
Dr. STaUDER, among my papers). The real motives were deeper and were the 
decisive ones. They are described in the following. 

* 

2. vv.'s Firsjb Hope?. _ The- German :.rmv Of.ai.cer and National Soci-lism. 

From, the very beginning I followed National Socialism only so far and 
so long as it seemed to promise to restore the dignity and greatness of the 
REICH on the international plane, and, on the national pl.aie, to overcome and 
replace internal class war vdth the front line spirit (FROFlTGalbT) of V*orld 
War times. These aims corresponded entirely to the Dasic conception 
(YJELTANSCH*IUUNG) of the average German ^rmy Officer. 

3. V/. ' s Misgivings. Influence of the Party in tie ̂ rmy. 

Suspicion and aversion, however, which had already been roused in me 
by the events connected with the RQEauvi-Putsch (Jun 34), by the changing of the 
flag, and by the consequences of the NUERNBERG Laws (autumn 35) - to mention 
only a few examples - grew still more when the army and its officer corps, 
through the shake-up in Feb 36 (VOW BLOiiBERG, VON FRITSCH), suddenly saw 
themselves exposed to the direct influence of the Party's political system. 
This 1 system, in its aims and still more in its methods, had meantime swerved 
far away from all expectations. 

a- and Catholicism 

As a Ca tho l i c , who has h i s ch i ld ren educated i n t h e same f a i t h 
( w i t n e s s : Pas to r EISELE, GaUhiJ IJS& TEGERNSEE), I r e s i s t e d a "movement'1 which was 
out t o r e p l a c e t h e Bib le vdth the "Mythos" of a ROSii'jBERG, and which misused 
C h r i s t i a n terminology for t h e vene ra t ion of i t s l e a d e r and for i t s most profane 

' i n s t i t u t i o n s ; a movement ahose l e a d i n g exponents , l a t e r , i n my very p re sence , 
found f requent p l e a s u r e i n u t t e r i n g the c o a r s e s t p r o f a n i t i e s , and proclaimed 
t h a t t h e church would be e f f e c t i v e l y ex termina ted once t h e war was over . My 

I po in t of view had been known for a long t ime , once through t h e denuncia t ion 
:. of my c a l l on Bishop BORHEî SSER of" TRIER, i n 1937, and again through my 
;' o c c a s i o n a l going t o church dur ing my s t a y i n t h e FuEriRER-BnUPT-^i-utTIER. I t 

was r evea led anew during conver sa t ions which I had vdth my o f f i c e r s i n t h e 
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presence of a member of the F u e h r e r ' s i n n e r c i r c l e . V*e made i t c l e ^ r then t h a t 
we would r a t h e r q u i t t h e s e r v i c e than to l e t ou r se lves De forced t o withdraw 
from t h e church. 

5. VJ.' s Cu l tu ra l and Family Background 

In add i t ion t o the above, my persona l a t t i t u d e to manners and conduct 
of l i f e was the product of s e v e r a l , s i g n i f i c a n t f a c t o r s . I was of Iwestem 
descent (Walloon)J my w i f e ' s family r e l a t i o n s extended both t o t h e high 
a r t i s t o c r a c y (P r inces 'WITTGENSTEIN, SCHOENBURG-AwADEWbURG, WIED, DONNERSMVitCK) 
and t o t h e U.S.A. (her mother i s P«UL*. ;J\!H^EUSER-BUSCH, born i n ChlC^GO, I L L . ) ; 
I had t r a v e l l e d i n fo re ign coun t r i e s end made c o n t a c t s with the 'western n a t i o n s , 
t h e i r people gind t h e i r c u l t u r e . The a t t i t u d e r e f e r r e d t o , t h e r e f o r e , was 
thoroughly opposed to t h a t of t h e c i r c l e i n the FUFMER-HAUPT-UJARTIER. 
Consequently, I need no t s p e c i a l l y s t a t e t h a t I --emphatically r e j e c t e d a l l 
rowdyism and P a r t y bureaucracy (BONZENTUM) of any k ind , as wel l as a l l offences 
brought t o my knowledge aga in s t t he fundamental laws of c i v i l i z a t i o n . 

I n . w i t n e s s of t he se s ta tements (para 5) I r e f e r to MINISTERIALRAT 
Helmuth GREINER, who was'on my s t a f f t i l l ' 1 9 4 3 / and was then expe l l ed by the 
Fuehrer , on grounds.of a l l e g e d l ack of Nat iona l S o c i a l i s t i c c o n v i c t i o n s . La t e r 
GREINER res ided ' ih"PöTSaM; bERGSTiiASSE-2vi:- ' " 

6. W.'s Estrangement i n H i t l e r ' s Inner C i r c l e 

My r e s e r v a t i o n s toward., t h e .Par ty , as desc r ibed above, could not remain 
hidden i n t h e long run, and r i g h t l y so . Gradual ly the po in t was reached where 
I was regarded as a s t r a n g e r i n t h e p l a c e . I have never been c o r d i a l l y spoken 
t o by H i t l e r dur ing my 4 to 5 y e a r s ' s t a y , and the " inner c i r c l e " avoided 
a s s o c i a t i n g with' me. This was favored by t h e l o c a t i o n of t h e headquar t e r s of 
my s t a f f - a s t a f f which cons i s t ed s o l e l y of s o l d i e r s - which were always 
s e p a r a t e from tnose of the " inner c i r c l e " . 

7 . IT. and the SS. GQERING's op in ion . :..• 

The SS, i n 1942, s t i l l had me on i t s "black l i s t " Dec-use of va r ious 
ob j ec t i ons aga ins t a f u r t h e r enlargement of t h e k^FPEN-Sö which I h„d r a i s e d 
i n pre-war t imes (1939) . (w i tnes s : Col., MOklyi, u n t i l 20 J u l 44 i n command of 
t h e Cavalry School a t KRüMPNITZ-BEßLIN, t h e n ' t r a n s f e r r e d to the SS under 
compulsion) . 

GOERING, who used to overlook me i n t e n t i o n a l l y when he was a t t he 
FUEHRER-H^UPT-OJARTIER, ' 'descr ibed me to a f r i end of h i s , i n the f a l l of I 9 4 3 , 
as "a high ranking member of the "Generals . .Free. Masonry Ci rc le" i n .the Nat iona l 
S o c i a l i s t i c S t a t e " , - according to a w r i t t e n warning which" I got _t t h a t t ime 
from a cousin of mine, Dr. Ing . F e l i x WAELIMONT, P r e s i d e n t of the bo„rd of 
NORDDEUTSCHE HFFINERIE , HAMBURG, aLSTERTERPu.SSE 2. 

8 . v7. ' 3 a t t i t u d e towards another War  

My a t t i t u d e towards another war made me look _t the t rouDled events 
i n t h e f a l l of 38 as a n a t i o n a l mi s fo r tune . Gen. BECK, chief of t h e *rmy 
General Staff , f e l t t he same way. Vvhen a peaceful so lu t i on was f i n a l l y reached 
t h a t autumn I was f r ^ t d from a n igh t -mare . My uneas ines s w_8 -11 the g r e a t e r 
when, during summer 19395 I wi tnessed the entanglements with POLAND, but I 
hoped once again for a peaceful s o l u t i o n when t h e da te for c ro s s ing the; P o l i s h 
bo rde r , 2$ Aug 39, was postponed. (My wife can boar wi tness t o t h i s . ) In my 
o f f i c i a l p o s i t i o n i n the OK1,;, however, I could a v a i l myself of no mt-viis t o 
i n f l u e n c e t h i s development. In a l l those months, fo r i n s t a n c e , I saw t h e 
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Fuehrer only once, in the BERGHOF, about 20 Aug, when he announced h is f ina l 
decision to wage war to the assembled generals of the WEHRMACHT, Throughout 
the month of July, - following a custom of my youth, - I stayed with my family 

.on the Belgian coast ("viEWDUYNE, Hotel BELLEVUE), on vacation, without ge t t ing 
the s l igh tes t news on further developments. 

'" 9, W._'s Effort to Enl is t Belgian Intervention 

When, l a t e r , the confl ict in the East threatened to expend in to 
another world war, I made an attempt in autumn 39; together with a like-minded 
off icer friend of mine, to induce the Belgian king-to intercede between Germany 
on the one hand and England and France on the other. (The officer referred to 
i s Lt-Col R̂ BE VON P*PPEMHEIM, then Mil i tary >tttache at the German Embassy in 
BRÜSSELS). PüPPENHEIM, af ter securing the consent of th^ l a t e Field Marshal 
VON REICHENAU, - who had himself confessed his uneasiness about the war at the 
BERGHOF assembly mentioned above, - did approach the king, probably through 
a middle-marf. I feel j u s t i f i ed , therefore, in the conviction I hold even 
today, that the k ing ' s effort a t mediation which was made short ly thereaf te r , 
and which, according to the German press , was wrecked by Bri t ish refusal , was 
due at l e a s t in par t to my own i n i t i a t i v e . 

The only Germans l i v ing who know of my effor ts in t h i s regard - re 
General VON P/iPPENHEIM himself, whose whereabouts are unknown to me, and my 
wife. 

K 
10. U.'s Attitude towards the Methods of Conducting the V.v.r 

i. General BECK's Military Principles - HS a pupil of General aECK, who 
was dismissed by the Fuehrer as chief of Army General Staff in 1933 because of 
his opposition to the invasion of Czechoslovakia, I remained true to his 
principles that a General Staff officer must always cultivate a sober, 
calculating, end strongly responsible way of thinking. This led me into a 
steadily growing opposition to the methods of the Fuehrer, who looked upon and 
often condemned those principles _s defeatist and contemptible notions. 

ii. Poland - The provocations from the German population beyond the border, 
preceding in customary fashion the campaign against POE.-üMD, were disgusting to 
me. (Witness! Admiral CaNiJtlS, OKVK). - AS regards the method of conducting 
the campaign, I could form no judgment. Only Field Marshal KÜITÜE and General 
JODL accompanied the Fuehrer in his command train, while I was left in BERLIN, 
almost inactive, with my military staff. 

iii. Norway - The occupation of Norway seemed to me to be - b„d mistake 
since it occurred shortly before the campaign against France, and could only 
lead to a dispersion of forces. (See a critical monograph on this which I 
wrote at the time). My anxiety grew still more when, during this campaign, a 
great unsteadiness in the face of critical situations became noticeable in the 
Fuehrer on various occasions (e.g., NARVIK); nor could I understand how the 
bigger part of the German fleet should have been sacrificed for this enter­
prise. 

iv. France - When the campaign against France was ordered by the Fuehrer, 
I took sides with the memorandum of the iurmy General Staff, which tried to 

_&r.ovo that this attack exceeded by far the strength of the German Krmy. The 
memorandum, however, was not submitted to the Fuehrer. I have already Set 
• down, in paras 3 and 9, the consequences I drew from this. 

v« Pussia - Finally, as to the Fuehrer's intention to go to war with 
&Russia, I looked upon it as the beginning of a German catastrophe from the very 
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first moment when General JODL announced it to me. and to the staff officers in 
Jul 40. Officially, I expressed these feelings in the course of Vwrious > 
arguments I had vdth JODL - the only person within my reach; and in private 
life I shored them by having my family move from BERLIN to b^VnRIn as early as 
autumn 1940. 

When, in the winter 1940/41, my last hope for a peaceful solution had 
vanished (after iviOLOTOV s visit in BERLIN), my conviction of an impending 
catastrophe grew more and more. It grew all through the winter crisis (1940/41).; 
in the East, the miscarried campaign of summer 1942, up to the collapse at 
STALINGRAD. Throughout the following period, which was marked Dy a strategy of 
illusions, by a constant weakening in the organization of the Supreme Command, 
by the wearing out of the Air Force, by the break-down of submarine warfare, 
by the Fuehrer's rejection of all unfavorable news from enemy sources, and by 
the replacement of meritorious nrmy generals with men of passing glory, - I felt 
an ever growing paralysing effect upon my work and my health. When the U.S.A., 
about wnose military potential I had never been asked by tne Fuehrer, even in • 
conversation, entered the war l^te in 1941, my uneasiness had grown to quasi 
certainty. (fitness: my wife). 

11. Additional Circumstances nffooting W.'s attitude 

Under these conditions (paras 1-10) the development of my personal 
position in the FUEHRER-HrtUPT-̂ UitRTIER could not but De most unsatisfactory. 
It became increasingly so, by reason of the following circumstances. 

i. Relegation to Inferior Position - 'when General JODL returned to the 
OKW as Chief of the tsEHRM̂ CHTFUEHHUNGSS'LiB at the beginning oi the war, he 
relegated me to an inferior position, while at the saune time army officers in 
my age bracket -were mostly promoted to the next higher position. In this way, 
of course, I was still more deprived of any possibility to advocate my own 
opinion than I had been before. 

ii. Fueh 
on end. Not 
conference ( 
of the work 
About two ye 
after JODL h 
minor tneatr 
withdrawal, I 
expressly to 
these report 
present. 

see the Fuehrer for months 
r JODL to attend the daily 

rer's Indifference - I often did no 
before Dec 41 was I finally charged Lj 
situation report) at the Fuehrer's, in order to relieve him (JODL) 
connected with questions and orders that cane up at those conferences. 
irs elapsed before I was admitted again, at my own urging, in 1943 -
ad asked the Fuehrer's permission - to report on the situation in ' 
es of operation. Even then, as happened again after that until my 
had zo put up with the fact that the Fuehrer always turned 
JODL -whenever a more important question :̂ rose in connection with 
, and so openly excluded me as an adviser in front of all those 

(Editor1 s Note: t,'«ÄLlk0wT has since learned, through a recent 
conversation with General JODL, that the Fuehrer suspected him of 
participating in the 20 Jul 44 attempt on Hitler's life. The 
Fuehrer expressed his suspicion to JODL on ijig 1, when vmRLliviONT 
left on an inspection tour of the NOBMANDIE front, and again later, 
after his withdravd from the FUEHRER-lL.UPl-̂ Û .RTIEft on Sep 44. On 
both occasions JODL defended vwJtLIMONT'3 loyalty as a soldier). 

iii. Temporary Dismissal - In Nov 42, that is, after more than 4 years of 
service in my position, I was abruptly recalled from office by the Fuehrer, 
without investigation and without a woi»d of parting, Dec..use of some trivial 
omission in the written daily report, a few days later I was reinstated by 
order of General JODL, after the Fuehrer had recognized the injustice of his 
procedure against me. 
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iv. Promotional^ Discrimination - after my one preferential promotion to 
GENERALMAJOR '(I"Äig 40)"- through GOERING's efforts,in the *ir Force -, and . 
long before my promotion to GENERAL DER ARTILLERIE (l apr 44) , I was overtaken 
and passed by a steadily increasing number of generals, some of whom had even 
been my former subordinates (e.g., ZE1TZLER, promoted to GJjUERiiLOöilÄST on 1 Feb 
44). Simultaneously with my promotion to GENERAL DER «UTILLERIE on 1 *pr 44, 
two much younger generals, who, like myself, had been assigned to the FUERRER-
HAUPT-Qu\.RTIER from the beginning of the war, wore promoted to the same rank, 

v. Withholding of Decorations - In the matter of decorations, I only had 
the clasps (SP.JMGEN) to the Iron Cross 2nd and 1st class, bestowed upon me by 
KEITEL in the fall of 39 and the spring of 40. When I left the FUEHEER-HaUPT-
QUARTTEE, the Fuehrer refused me any further decoration, in spite of KEITEL's 
recommendation. It was only on 20 apr 45 (l) that I received the Knight's Cross 
of the War Service of Merit Cross (RITTERKREUZ ZUM KEIEGSVJÜRJJIJÜMSTKREUZ), a 
decoration which, in the meantime, had even been granted to many members of the 
ministerial bureaucracy. I myself obtained it only after I finally informed 
KEITEL in writing that the withholding from me of any marks of distinction on 
the part of the Fuehrer, together with my protracted illness, had already 
exposed me to suspicions of a most disagreeable nature as to the motives of my 
withdrawing from the PUH-REE-HiOJPT-QUnRTIEE. (witness: GENE&XLEUTNaiMT VVLNTER, 
Chief of the WüHRtiüCHT-ZENTRi»L-«MT, OKW). 

. 

12. W.'s Requests for Transfer 

For all these reasons (paras l-ll), from the beginning of the war on, 
I constantly put in urgent requests to be dismissea from a position which was 
oppressive to me in every respect. (Witness, GENERiJEAiUTN-üMT „TfJTER, see end of 
para 11, v). This was regularly prevented by KEITEL (not by the Fuehrer). The 
first time - I mention only a few examples - I begged to oe transferred to the 
front when JODL came back to office in the fall of 39> I -sked .again in 
summer 40, after the plans to attack Russia had been made known to me, _nd once 
more in spring 42. after my temporary removal from office in the fall of 42 
(para 11, ill) I insisted, addressing myself to Fiele Marshall KEITEL, that he 
could no longer hold me. at that time he seemed to agree, but postponed his 
.final decision until summer 43 > because of various c^ses of sickness in the 
'staff. When, in Sep 43, I managed to get a furlough to undergo a surgical 
operation (hernia), intending to use this prolonged absence to obtain, at 
• least, a transfer to other duties, I was informed shortly afterwards that, by 
'order of. the Fuehrer, no changes in the staff of the FUEHRER-rLJJPT-efJrJtTIEE 
'.could take place until further notice. 

|i'13. W. • s Withdrawl (6 Sep 4a) 

The last mentioned order was finally forgotten aft«r the events of 
•20 Jul, oiid in the beginning of Sep 44 I was given the first, effective 
:opportunity to free myself of the burden weighing on my moral and military 
conscience. This burden hau become unbearable and the more oppressive ._s, out­
wardly, I had to preserve and even insist on an attitude of confidence and 
assurance. 

• 14. Witness es 

As witnesses of my general attitude (not of every inuividu-.l instance) 
summarized in the previous paragraphs (paras 1-13), and remembering the 
situation at the time, I can only mention again the person closest to me, my 

and, beside her, the leading German psychologist, GEHEIMhAi Prof. Dr. 
E, Professor at the University of MUNICH, Colonel of the Reserve (Med.) and 
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